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CHAPTER  I. 

BRITISH  INTERCOURSE  WITH  CHINA,  SINCE  THE  REIGN 

OF  QUEEN  ELIZABETH ;  DETAILS  OF  THE  RECENT  WAR, 

AND  TREATIES  WITH  ENGLAND. 

Ths  finite  capacity  of  man,  and  his  consequent  fallible  judg- 
ment, render  experience  a  safe  guide  in  mundane  affairs,  particu- 

larly in  national  intercourse,  for  the  character  and  ruling  motives 
of  a  nation  are  less  liable  to  change  than  those  of  individuals.  If 
then  we  find,  that  in  the  intercourse  of  China  with  foreign  coun- 

tries for  more  than  2000  years,  submission  has  been  received  with 
arrogance,  and  quiescence  rewarded  with  oppression,  that  resistance 
has  been  treated  with  respect,  and  force  alone  procured  conces-* 
sions  to  justice, — ^we  have  a  guide,-  when  pursuing  an  upright  course 
of  policy,  for  our  conduct  towards  China. 
The  previous  chapters  will  corroborate  the  truth  of  these 

remarks,  and  in  farther  elucidation  of  them,  independent  of  his- 
torical interest,  the  following  narrative  is  given  of  English  inter- 
course with  China,  since  the  reign  of  our  truly  national  sovereign 

Ehzabeth,  during  whose  reign  (a.d.  1596)  we  have  the.  irst  offi- 
cial intimation  of  public  communication  with  China.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  a  tetter  from  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  to  the 

Emperor  of  China,  a.d.  1596. 
* 

'*  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God  Queen  of  England,  France,  and 
Ireland,  the  most  mightie  Defendresse  of  the  true  and  Christian 
&ith,  againste  all  that  falsely  profess  the  name  of  Christ. 

'^  To  the  most  high  and  sovereign  prince>  the  most  puissant 
VOL.  II.  B 



2  QUEEN    ELIZABETH   TO   THE    EMPEROR   OF  CHINA. 

governor  of  the  great  kingdom  of  China^  the  chiefest  Emperor  in 
those  parts  of  Ajria,  and  the  islands  adjoining,  and  the  great 
monarch  of  the  oriental  regions  of  the  world ;  irisheth  health,  and 
many  joyfnl  and  happy  yearsi  with  all  plenty  and  abundance  of 
things  most  acceptable. 

"  Whereas  our  honest  and  faithful  subjects  which  bring  these 
letters  unto  your  highness,  Bichard  Allot  and  Thomas  Broomfield, 
merchants  of  the  city  of  London,  have  made  most  earnest  suite 
unto  us,  that  we  would  commend  their  desires  and  endeavours  of 
sayling  to  the  regions  of  your  empire  for  traffiques  sake ;  whereas 
the  fame  of  your  kingdom  so  strongly  and  prudently  governed, 
being  published  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  hath  invited 
these,  our  subjects,  not  only  to  visit  your  highnesses  dominions, 
but  also  to  permit  themselves  to  be  ruled  and  governed  by  the 
laws  of  your  kingdom  during  their  abode  there,  as  it  becometh 
merchants,  who  for  exchange  of  merchandise  are  desirous  to  travel 
to  distant  and  unknown  regions,  having  this  regard  only,  that  they 
may  present  their  wares  and  musters  of  divers  kind  of  merchandise, 
wherewith  the  regions  of  our  dominions  do  abound,  unto  the  view 
of  your  highness  and  of  your  subjects,  that  they  may  endeavour  to 
know  whether  there  be  any  other  merchandise  with  us  fit  for  your 
use,  which  they  may  exchange  for  other  commodities,  whereof  in 
parts  of  your  empire  there  is  great  plenty,  both  natural  and  arti« 
ficial.  We  yielding  to  the  most  reasonable  requests  of  these 
honest  men,  because  we  suppose  that  by  this  intercourse  and  traf- 
fiqve,  no  loss,  but  rather  most  exceeding  benefits,  will  redound  to 
the  princes  and  subjects  of  both  kingdoms,  and  thus  help  and  eor- 
rich  one  another.  And  we  do  crave  of  your  most  Sovereigp^ 
Majesty,  that  these  our  subjects,  when  they  arrive  at  any  of  your 
ports  or  <aties,  they  may  have  full  and  free  liberty  of  egress  and  jre* 
gress,  and  of  deabng  with  your  subjects ;  and  may  by  your  clemency 
enjoy  all  freedoms  and  privileges  as  are  granted  to  the  subjects  of 
other  princes;  and  we  on  the  other  side,  will  not  only  perform  all 
the  offices  of  a  well  and  wiUing  prince  unto  your  highness,  but  also 
for  the  greater  increase  of  mutual  love  and  commerce  between  u» 
and  our  subjects,  by  these  present  letters  of  ours,  do  most  willingly 
grant  unto  all  and  every  your  subjects,  full  and  entire  liberty  inta 
any  of  the  parts  of  our  dominions  to  resort  there,  to  abide  and 
tniffique,  and  then  return  as  it  seemeth  best  to  them. 

"  All  and  every^of  which  premises  we  have  caused  to  be  qcoh 
firmed,  by  annexing  hereunto  our  royal  seal.  Qod  most  Merciful 
and  Almighty^  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earthy  continually  pro-, 
tect  your  Kingly  Majesty. 

"  Given  at  our  palace  at  Greenwich  the  llth  of 
July^  1596i  and  38th  of  our  reign/^ 

r 

A  storm  prevented  the  ship,  which  ccmvfiyed  t^is  letter  r^achi^, 
its  destination.    That  considerable  imp(»rtanoe  was  attached  t^.  ̂ 



Elizabeth's  grant  to  thx  eabl  op  lsicesteb.  3 

gromig  trade  mth  China  at  tltk  period^  is  further  evidenced  by 
ibe  ScSkming  ̂ ^  draft  of  a  warrant  to  discharge  ware  bound  for 
China,"  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Lansdowne  manuscripts.  It 
i^pears  to  have  been  granted  in  favour  of  the  "  Earl  of  Leicester  and 
other  adventurers  for  the  discovery  and  finding  out  Kathay/' 
(China.) 

The  fbUowing  is  a  copy  of  this  singular  document. 

"  Elizabeth,  by  ther  grace  of  God  Queen  of  England,  &c.,  &c. 
To  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer. 

"  Greeting.  Whereas  there  is  due  unto  us  for  our  subsidy  of 
poundage  of  certain  wares  and  merchandises  entered  into  our  book 
of  entries,  of  the  ssid  subsidy  due  of  merchandise  carried  from  a 
port  of  London,  and  then  shipped  in  divers  ships,  in  the  month  of 
April  last  past,  in  the  names  of  our  right  trusty  and  right  weU« 
bAoved  B(^ert  Earl  of  Leicester,  and  other  adventurers,  for  the  dis- 
0overy  and  finding  out  Kathay,  (China)  to  pass  in  the  voyage  to 
that  land  divers  several  sums  of  money  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
i£45  12«.  %id.  growing  due  of  the  value  of  the  said  wares,  being 
valued  at  ̂ 12  4^.  2d,y  after  the  rate  of  twelve  pence  for  every 
pound,  thereof  as  by  the  said  book  reported  by  Bobert  Daw  our 
collector,  for  our  said  subsidy  in  the  said  port  disbursed  into  our 
said  exchequer,  and  then  remaining  in  the  oustody  of  our  remem- 

brancer, amongst  other  things  more  plainly  appeareth ;  and  where- 
as  also  there  is  due  unto  us  for  the  custom  of  our  hundreth,  and 
wine,  woollen  cloths,  and  twenty  yards  of  woollen  cloths,  entered 
in  our  book  of  entries  of  our  petty  custom  of  cloths  and  other  mer* 
diandize,  transported  from  our  said  port,  and  then  shipped  in 
divers  ships  in  the  month  of  March  last,  in  the  name  of  the  said 
Eaarl  and  other  adventurers,  to  pass  on  the  said  voyage  divers  seve- 

ral sums  of  money,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  J36  128,  3d.  after  the 
rate  of  6*.  8rf.  for  every  cloth,  as  by  the  said  book  kept  by  William 
Phillips  and  Robert  Young,  collector  of  the  said  customs  in  the 
said  port,  and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  our  rem^nbranoer 
among  other  things,  more  plainly  appeareth : — ^We  let  you  to  wit 
ttkst  we  have  agreed  and  granted  to  the  said  Earl  and  other  adven- 
ttters  aibresftid,  to  allow  towards  the  charges  and  ftimtsbing  the 
rfaSi  voyage  as  our  adventure,  to  be  accounted  for  after  the  rate  to 
our  use,  according  as  the  voyage  shall  have  success,  the  said  several 
stMs  due  unto  us  as  aforesaid^  wherefore  we  grant  unto  you  full 
]^wer  and  authority,  and  we  will  and  command  you  by  these  pre« 
96Aiii,  that  you  cause  our  said  courts  to  allow  and  permit  the  said 
Earl  and  othei^  aforesaid,  to  retain  in  their  own  hands  the  said 
several  sums  of  money  due  urnl^  tis  as  aforeslaid,  to  be  employed 
about  the  *aid  voyage,  or  having  already  received  it,  do  forthwith 
re-pay  the  same  to  that  use,  and  that  you  do  by  virtue  hereof,  give 
dk»r  aend  fbll  nMowanCe,  discharge  and  exoneration,  upon  record  for 
d^er  affihJd  tm,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  our  said  courts,  and 

B  2 
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every  of  them^  in  the  several  aoooimtB  to  be  made  unto  vb,  of  tlie 
profits  of  the  several  officers  of,  for,  and  oonceming  the  said  snms> 
any  statute,  law,  course  of  our  said  Exchequer,  or  any  other  matter 
or  thing,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding,  and  these 

our  letters,^'  &c. 

In  1613,  the  English  East  India  Company  having  successfully 
established  a  factory  in  Japan,  the  want  of  an  opening  with  China 
was  severely  felt,  and  efforts  were  made  by  the  payment  of  large 
sums  of  money  to  many  Chinese  merchants,  who  promised  to  in- 

terest themselves  to  gain  that  object. 
The  differences  between  the  English  and  Dutch  Companies  in 

India  and  Japan,  had  risen  to  such  a  height,  that  the  British 
government  and  the  States-General  entered  into  a  treaty  of  de- 

fence, by  which  both  countries  bound  themselves  to  endeavour  to 
open  a  free  trade  with  China.  No  part  of  this  treaty  was  fulfilled 
by  the  Dutch,  who  were  very  jealous  of  the  rising  power  of 
England. 

The  dreadful  slaughter  of  English  subjects  by  the  Dutch  at 
Amboyna,  and  the  cruel  persecution  which  the  East  India  Com- 

pany's officers  were  subjected  to  in  Japan  (see  vol.  i.,  p.  300)  were 
allowed  to  pass  with  impunity,  owing  to  the  state  of  affairs 
between  England  and  Spain. 

In  1634,  ''  a  truce  and  free  trade  "  to  China  and  all  other  parts 
where  the  Portuguese  had  trade,  was  agreed  to  between  the  Vice- 

roy of  Goa  and  several  English  merchants,  who  had  obtained  a 

license  from  King  Charles  the  First  (Courteen's  association).  By 
virtue  of  this  agreement.  Captain  Weddell  sailed  for  China,  with 
letters  of  introduction  to  the  governor  of  Macao.  The  details  of 
this  expedition  illustrate  the  character  of  the  Chinese  to  the  pre- 

sent day,  and  are  worthy  of  note. 

When  Captain  Weddell's  fleet  arrived  at  Macao,  the  Portuguese 
governor,  so  far  from  giving  them  encouragement  to  trade  (lest,  as 
he  represented,  he  might  offend  the  Chinese),  advised  our  ships 
to  depart. 

Captain  Weddell,  imwiUing  to  return  fruitless  after  his  long 
journey,  determined  to  explore  the  Canton  River ;  and  fitted  out 
a  barge  and  pinnace,  with  fifty  men,  which  discovered  the  mouth 

of  the  river.  After  several  days^  delay,  a  small  boat  approached 
the  pinnace,  sold  them  refreshments,  and  agreed  to  bring  them  to 
Canton ;  they  had  not  sailed  far  when  they  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of 
Chinese  junks,  consisting  of  twenty  sail,  commanded  by  an  ad- 

miral, who  called  on  them  to  anchor,  which  they  did ;  some  Portu- 
guese on  board  acted  as  interpreters. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  wrath  of  this  functionary  on  finding 

that  the  ̂ 'Barbarians'^  had  discovered  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
(it  appears  the  Portuguese  were  not  permitted  to  approach  Canton 

by  this  route ;  probably  it  was  the  "  inner  passage,'^)  or,  as  he 
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tfflmed  it^  ̂^tl\e  prohibited  goods^  and  the  concealed  parts  and 
passages  of  so  great  a  princess  dominions/^  The  Chinese  admiral 
required  the  English  to  tell  him  who  were  their  pilots. 

The  spokesman  of  this  adventurous  crew  asked  permission  to 
trade  on  the  same  terms  as  the  inhabitants  of  Macao.  Permission 
was  granted  for  three  of  the  crew  of  the  pinnace,  to  sail  for  Canton 
in  a  junk  furnished  for  that  purpose  by  the  Chinese  admiral.  The 
next  day^  when  near  Canton^  they  were  hailed,  and  a  request 
made  to  return  to  Macao^  and  that  every  assistance  would  be 
given  to  them  in  obtaining  a  license  to  trade. 

The  proceedings  of  Captain  Weddell,  the  treachery  he  experi- 
enced, and  the  concessions  immediately  granted  from  fear,  are  so 

similar  to  the  proceedings  during  our  late  war^  that  they  deserve 
special  notice. 

The  pinnace  returned  from  Canton  on  the  strength  of  these 
promises ;  and  being  satisfied  with  the  knowledge  they  had  ac- 

quired of  the  river,  were  anxious  to  relieve  Captain  Weddell  from 
tiie  suspense  their  long  absence  must  have  occasioned. 

During  their  absence  six  vessels  had  sailed  from  Macao  for 
Japaiij  which  the  Portuguese  were  a&aid  Weddell  would  have  in- 

tercepted :  he  allowed  them,  however,  to  proceed  on  their  voyage. 
But  instead  of  receiving  any  aid  firom  either  the  Chinese  or  Portu- 

guese^ the  English  were  prohibited  to  trade,  the  Chinese  being 
freed  from  the  fear  that  Captain  Weddell  would  surprise  their 
vessels. 
A  consultation  was  held  by  the  English,  and  a  plan  of  the 

river  being  laid  before  the  captains  of  the  ships,  it  was  decided 
that  the  whole  fleet  should  sail  for  Canton  without  delay. 

^'  Having  made  good  passage  on  their  way  to  Canton,  and  being 
furnished  with  some  slender  interpreters,  they  soon  had  speech 

with  mandarins  in  the  king^s  junks,  to  whom  the  cause  of  their 
arrival  was  made  known;  to  the  request  these  mandarins  pro- 

mised to  lend  every  assistance  with  the  prime  men  in  Canton ;  but 
requested  a  delay  of  six  days,  which  was  granted;  and  the  English 
ships  rode  with  white  ensigns  on  the  poops. 

''  Sut  the  perfidious  Portuguese  had  so  slandered  the  English, 
that  in  the  night-time,  the  Chinese  put  forty-six  pieces  of  ord- 

nance into  the  fort  lying  dose  to  the  river;  and  after  the  end  of 
four  days,  having  fortified  themselves,  they  discharged  divers  shot, 
though  without  hurt.  Herewith  the  fieet  being  incensed,  did  disr 
play  their  bloody  ensigns ;  and  weighing  their  anchors,  fell  up 
witii  the  flood,  and  berthed  themselves  before  the  castle,  from 
whence  came  many  shots,  y^t  not  any  that  touched  hull  or  rope. 
Whereupon,  not  being  able  to  endure  their  bravadoes  auy  longer, 

.  each  ship  began  to  play  furiously  upon  them  with  their  broadsides; 
mnd  after  two  or  three  hours,,  perceiving  their  cowardly  fainting, 
the.  boais  wei^  landed  with  about  oxie  hundred  men ;  which  sight 

jibocsa&gconed  ih(Smi  with  ̂ eat  distraction,  instantly  to  abandon  the 
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cttstle  sod  fly;  the  boaf  s  crew  in  the  meantiiiie  entering  the  same, 

and  diq)laying  his  majesty's  colonra  of  Great  Britain  upon  the 
walls.  The  boats  of  the  fleet  seized  a  junk,  by  which  a  letter  was 
sent  to  Canton,  directed  to  the  chief  mandarins,  expostulating 
on  their  breach  of  truce,  excusing  the  assailing,,  and  withal,  in  fair 
terms,  requiring  the  liberty  of  trt^e.  This  letter  it  seems  was  de- 

livered; for  the  next  day,  a  mandarin  of  no  great  note  came 
towards  the  ships  with  a  white  flag,  the  request  was  renewed,  and 
certain  gifts  presented ;  he  was  dismissed,  but  returned  the  same 
day  with  a  junk  to  carry  up  such  persons  as  would  be  able  to  con- 

clude further  upon  the  manner  of  their  fiiture  proceedings/' 
The  English,  by  firmness,  gained  their  point;  two  officers, 

Mounteney  and  Robinson,  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  anchored 
close  to  the  city  walls ;  and  were  received  by  officers  of  high  rank, 
who  granted  Captain  WeddeU  permission  for  a  free  trade,  and  the 
liberty  to  fortify  himself  on  any  place  outside  the  river.  In  conse- 

quence of  this.  Captain  WeddeU  landed  the  guns  which  he  had 
taken  from  the  castle.  The  supercargoes  went  up  to  Canton,  paid 
down  ten  thousand  rials  as  duties,  and  commenced  loading  sugar 
and  ginger. 

Not  many  days  elapsed  when  things  took  a  most  unfavourable 
turn.  The  Chinese  delivered  a  protest  to  the  commander;  charged 

him  with  having  forced'  the  trade ;  two  of  the  supercargoes  were 
made  prisoners,  and  seven  fire-junks  were  floated  down  the  river, 
which  the  English,  however,  avoided  and  destroyed.  The  pri* 
soners  obtained  their  release  by  threatening  to  burn  the  town  by 
means  of  a  lens,  which  so  alarmed  the  mandarins,  that  they  gave 
them  their  liberty. 

in  the  meantime,  the  fleet  at  Macao  hearing  of  the  detention  of 
their  comrades,  resolved  to  release  thean.  And  having  well  manned 
their  boats,  they  attacked  sixteen  saU  of  the  imperial  fleet,  and 
burnt  five  of  them,  captured  the  town  of  Famou,  and  sailed  to 
Canton.  The  affair  was  arranged,  the  Chinese  authorities  charg- 

ing the  Portuguese  as  the  instigators,  whom  they  oondenmed  to 
pay  a  large  sum,  which  went  into  their  own  pockets. 

Between  the  imbecility  of  the  Chinese  government  and  the  re- 
newed persecution  of  the  Portuguese,  the  project  of  Courteen's 

association  was  abandoned ;  although  the  terms  entered  into  with 
the  Chinese  were  moderate,  viz. :  "  that  for  ample  trade  and  resi- 

dence, the  English  should  yearly  pay  2000  taels  to  the  Emptor, 

four  pieces  of  iron  ordnance,  and  fifty  muskets.^'  Throughout 
these  prot^racted  difficulties  the  Chinese  authorities  appear  to  have 
been  under  the  control  of  the  Portuguese,  as  the  Chinese  were 
not  then  governed  by  the  Tartars,  and  were  really  desirous  of  free 
trade. 

Agreeably  to  an  understanding  entered  into  between  the  Viceroy 
of  Goa  and  the  East  India  Company,  a  fleet  of  ships  was  despatched 
to  Macao,  in  Jane,  a.b«  1637 :  the  supercargoes  presented  a  lett^ 
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horn  King  Charks  to  the  P<»rtiigne8e  Captain-genfSDRil^  who  aUegad 
timt  the  eonduct  of  Captain  W^dell  the  preriom  year^  had  snb* 
jected  them  to  heavy  fines  from  the  Chinese. 

A.t}.  1644.  The  East  India  Company  sent  the  ship  Hmde  to 
Macao ;  on  first  landings  our  countrymen  received  good  entertain- 

ment^ but  were  subsequently  mulcted  in  every  possible  way^  and 
charged  3^500  rials  instead  of  800^  for  measurement.  Tlie  super- 
oai^oes^  letter  stated  that  the  Portuguese  were  greatly  redaoed> 
owing  to  the  loss  of  their  former  trade  to  Japan,  Manillas,  fte., 
and  that  they  are  little  better  than  rebels  against  Aeir  viceroy  at 
Goa,  having  lately  murdered  their  Captam-general>  and  daily 
spilling  one  flnother^s  blood. 
The  supercargoes  further  state  the  effects  of  the  Tartar  con- 

quest on  China  thus  : — 
^*  What  makes  things  more  miserable,  China  is  wholly  embroiled 

in  eivil  vrars.  One  of  the  mandarins  having  risen  in  rebellion,  ia 
grown  so  powerful,  that  he  possesses  a  great  part  of  the  kingdom, 
and  is  likely  to  command  the  whole.  The  Emperor  has  hung 
hixns^,  (after  slaying  his  wife  and  children).  These  disturbances 
have  left  Macao  destitute  of  all  kinds  of  merchandise,  neither  raw 
nor  wrought  silks,  nothing  but  China  ware,  of  which  the  bulk  of 

the  present  cargo  is  composed.^' 
The  state  of  the  East  India  Company  and  of  our  trade  in  Chinaj 

A.D«  164B,  is  thus  shown  in  a  letter  from  the  supercargoes  at  Ban-* 
tam  : — ''  The  experiment  which  you  desire  we  lE^ould  make  with 
one  of  our  small  vessels  for  trade  int6  China,  w6  are  certainly  in* 
formed  by  those  that  know  the  present  state  and  condition  of  that 
country  very  well,  cannot  be  undertaken  without  the  inevitable 
loss  both  of  ship,  men,  and  goods ;  for  as  the  Tartars  overrtm  and 
waste  all  the  iiiland  country,  without  settling  any  government  in 
tins  places  which  they  overcome,  so  some  of  their  great  men  in 
China,  with  a  mighty  fleet  at  sea  of  upwards  of  1,000  sail  of  great 
sAups,  (as  is  confidently  reported)  rob  and  spoil  all  the  sea-coasts, 
and  whatsoever  vessels  they  can  meet  with ;  and  how  one  of  our 
feeble  vessels  would  be  able  to  defend  themselves  against  such 
forces  is  easy  supposed.  As  for  the  Portugals  in  Macao,  they  are 
fittle  better  than  mere  rebbels  against  their  viceroy  in  Gk>a,  having 
lately  murdered  their  Captain-general  sent  thither  to  them,  and 
Macao  itself  is  so  distracted  amongst  themselves,  that  they  are 

daily  spilling  one  another's  blood.  Sut  put  the  ease,  all  these 
tibings  were  otherwise,  we  must  need  say,  we  are  in  a  Very  poor  con- 

dition to  seek  out  new  dkscoveiies,  while  you  wiU  not  allow  us  either 
fiictors,  shipping,  or  sailors,  scarce  half  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
trade  already  you  have  on  foot;  and,  therefor^  the  Dutch  but 
laugh  at  us  to  see  us  meddle  with  new  undertakings,  being  hardly 

able  to  support  the  old.^' 
A.D.  1664.     The  Surai  ship  despatched  this  year  to  Macao, 

after  waiting  five  months,  reshipped  the  goods,  as  the  chargeitf  de- 
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manded  were  enormous,  independent  of  the  heavy  exaction  oi 
the  Chinese  in  the  form  of  bribes.  The  supercargoes  reported  that 
*'  the  new  governors  of  China,  the  Tartars,  are  throwing  every  iw- 
pediment  in  the  way  of  trade,  merchants  irom  Canton  are  pre- 

vented from  coming  to  Macao  by  the  pirates,  who  take  every  thing 

before  them;  provisions  are  not  to  be  had.'' 
A»D.  1670.  The  chief  of  Formosa  had  hitherto  proved  success- 
ful against  the  Tartars,  and  was  so  anxious  for  foreign  commerce^ 

that  he  invited  the  English  to  trade  in  his  territories,  promising 
them  an  exemption  from  port  or  any  other  charges.  The  East 
India  Company  despatched  a  vessel  from  Bantam,  to  Formosa. 
The  chief  entered  into  terms  which  promised  well  for  establishing  a 
foctory  and  trade  with  Amoy. 

Notwithstanding  the  invitation  and  promises,  when  the  factory 
was  settled,  and  warehouses  erected,  the  chief  in  the  most  treacher- 

ous manner  charged  duties,  to  the  serious  injury  of  trade,  en- 
grossed the  monopoly  of  sugar  and  skins,  and  acted  most  arbitra- 

rily in  ey^ry  respect,  obtaining  goods  without  the  least  prospect 
of  paying  for  them,  unless  he  got  the  better  of  the  Tartars,  of 
which  he  was  most  sanguine.  He,  however,  promised  free  port^ 
in  every  place  should  he  succeed. 

A.D.  1674.  The  ship  Return  was  again  despatched  to  Macao, 
-and-after  a  long  stay  was  obliged  to  depart  without  any  success. 
The  consultation' states  that  ̂ ^pwing  to  the  intestine  wars  now 
r^ging  in' China,'a2id4he  consequent  distress,  they  oijly  sold  eleven 
pieces  of  elotk  inl'bavter,  and  that  at  poor  rates  .^' 
Abc^  thiB»yeflar'Av».  1677,  a  most  pressing  invitation  was  sent 

from  th^  viceroy  <of  Canton  to  the  English  merchants,  who  were 
difiiL  settled  in  Atiioy  seven  years^  to  establish  and  settle  a  factory 

in  Canton^ '  £ut  such  was  the  uncertainty  of  the  -usurpers  being 
aUe  tor  oontiiiue  their  sway  in  China,  and  probably  a  dread  of  dis- 
pleasmg  K^oocinga,  tiaSat  the  proposal  was  declined,  the  English  pre- 
ferrmg  the  native  chieftain  Koxinga,  i.e.,  the  King  of  Formosa,  and 
his  successor.  It  was  not  untii-  his  final  overthrow,  a.d.  1681, 
that  the  English  turned  their  attention  to  Canton. 

The  Portuguese  no  sooner  heard  of  the  defeat  of  Koxinga,  than 
they  purchased  the  sole  right  of  trading  to  Canton,  by  a  bribe  of 
8,000  steriing  per  annum,  and  procured  an  edict  from  the  go- 

vernor, which  prohibited  the  merchants  of  that  place  under  heavy 

penalty/^ from  trading  with  any  strangers." 
When  the  English  arrived  in  a.d.  1682,  in  the  Canton  river,  they 

were  met  by  a  Tartar  Admiral,  who  informed  them,  "  that  there 
was  an  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Emperor  of  China  and 
the  Portuguese,  not  to  permit  a  trade  with  any  other  European 

nation." 
The  Tartars  obtained  possession  of  Amoy,  and  the  factors,  to 

appease  their  hostility  and  rapacity,  were  obliged  to  expend  con- 
siderable sums  of  money ;  but  the  more  they  gave,  the  more  was 
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required^  so  tliat  their  condition  was  getting  wovse  every  day  under 
tlie  new  rulers. 

Mr.  Roberts^  one  of  the  supercargoes^  demanding  a  debt  due  to 
him  by  a  Chinese  merchant,  was  put  under  arrest  in  his  own  fac- 

tory, and  chained  there  until  he  agreed  to  take  euch  goods  as  the 
debtor  chose  to  give  him  at  his  own  valuation,  for  the  sum  he  owed. 
The  extortions  and  exactions  were  not  confined  to  the  mandarins^ 

but  the  Emperor^s  son  sent  to  a  merchant  and  compelled  him  to  sell 
him  such  articles  as  he  selected  for  his  own  price.  The  English 
were  even  obliged  to  pay  duties  for  a  cargo  that  could  not  be  dis- 

posed of.  All  the  ports  of  China  being  opened  to  traders,  Amoy 
was  relinquished. 

A.D.  1685.  All  the  ports  of  the  Empire  were  nominally  opened 
to  foreign  free  trade  by  the  Emperor  Kanghe ;  but  the  restrictions 
and  heavy  impositions  adopted  by  the  lo^  authorities  continued 
at  Canton ;  where  the  Portuguese  tribute  or  bribe  of  j£8,000  per 
annum  closed  the  port  against  the  English,  except  under  severe 
e:s:actions. 

A.D.  1689.  The  first  experiment  of  free  port  privileges  was  tried 
on  the  ship  Defence  at  Canton.  After  a  delay  of  three  weeks  a 
measurer  came  on  board,  commenced  measuring  her  from  stem  to 
stem ;  but  by  getting  a  bribe  consented  to  measure  her  from  be- 

fore the  mizen*mast  to  the  after  part  of  the  fore-mast.  The  sums 
demanded  were  2,484  taels,  which  was  resisted ;  after  a  week's 
delay  1,500  taels  were  paid,  300  of  which  were  to  go  to  the  Tartar 
ofi&cers.  A  riot  occured  between  the  sailors  of  the  Defence  and 
some  Chinese,  and  although  some  of  the  sailors  were  killed,  and 
the  doctor  mortally  wounded,  yet  in  consequence  of  <hm  of  the 
Chinese  being  also  killed,  not  less  than  5,000  taels  would  padfy 
the  mandarins,  who  refused  2,000  offered  by  Captain  Heath. 

A.D.  1702.  Rapacity  had  early  exhibited  itself,  by  an  attempt 
to  have  all  the  trade  at  Canton  conducted  through  one  person^  to 

be  styled  '^tbe  Emperor's  merchant.'^  This  extartion  was  not 
fully  acted  on,  after  an  engagement  had  been  entered  into  to  pay 
him  5,000  taels  for  each  ship. 

A  fresh  imposition  was  laid  on  of  four  per  cent,  which  caused  a 
long  and  useless  remonstrance. 

A.D.  1704.  Gerardini,  the  Italian  painter,  arrived  from  Peking 

at  Canton,  to  embark  for  France  in  one  of  the  company^s  vessels. 
This  eminent  painter  had  been  eight  years  in  Peking,  adorning 

the  Emperor^s  palace.  The  Emperor  was  so  delighted  with  the 
works  of  this  artist,  that  he  would  not  part  with  him  till  he  had 

'^  bred  up  six  great  men^s  sons  "  in  the  art.  The  hoppo  to  whom 
he  was  consigned  by  the  Emperor  for  safe  and  speedy  departure, 

greatly  facilitated  the  despatch  of  the  Company^s  fleet,  by  which 
means  the  artist  obtained  a  &ee  passage. 

A.D.  1715.  The  great  promises  held  out  by  the  mandarins  at 
Canton  of  protection,  induced  the  East  India  Company  to  resQlve 
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oa'aending  iliips  to  Canton  at  stated  periods;  and  the  bettn  to 
secfaie  the  trade^  stipulated  for  the  observance  of  a  series  of  vegvda« 
tsoBB  as  follows : — 

Articles  agreed  upon  between  the  supercargoes  of  the  Bast 
India  Company  and  the  hoppo^  or  superintendent  of  foreign  trade 
at  Canton. 

Ist.  Free  trade  with  all  Chinese  without  distinction. 
2nd.  Liberty  to  hire  Chinese  servants^  and  to  dismiss  them  at 

pleasnre.  English  servants  committing  any  offence  to  be  puaiehed 
by  the  supercargoes^  and  not  by  the  Chinese. 

8rd.  liberty  to  purchase  provisions  for  the  factory  and  ships. 
4th.  No  duties  to  be  chargeable  on  the  reshipment  of  unsold 

goodS|  nor  on  stores^  such  as  wine^  beer^  &c.  expended  in  the 
ftustory. 

5th.  Liberty  to  erect  a  tent  on  shore  for  repairing  casks^ 
sails^  &c. 

6di.  English  boats  with  colours  flyings  to  pass  and  repass  the 

custom  houses  without  examination^  and  the  sailors'  pockets  not to  be  searched. 
7th.  Escritoires  and  chests  to  be  landed  and  shipped  without 

examination. 
8th.  The  hoppo  to  protect  the  English  from  all  insults  and 

impositions  of  the  common  people,  and  the  mandarins. 
Ai  soon  as  it  suited  the  authorities  of  Canton  to  violate  these 

regulations^  they  were  of  course  set  aside.  In  fact^  although 
ratified  on  paper  they  were  never  practically  carried  into  effect. 

The  les^  taUomm,  promptly  executed^  has  always  been  in  China 
the  surest  mode  of  obtaining  redress.  The  Ea^t  India  Company 
records  state  that  in  1713  "A  private  ship  (the -^nnc)  from  Madras, 
seized  a  junk  belonging  to  Amoy^  in  satisfaction  of  mjuries  re- 

ceived at  that  port.  The  Emperor  being  informed  of  tms^  sent  a 
special  messenger  to  enquire  into  the  affair;  and  on  his  report, 
ordered  the  mandarins^  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  justice  done  the 
Madras  merchants,  to  be  severely  punished. 

"  The  seizure  of  the  junk  caused  the  English  to  be  better  treated 
than  ever.*' 

Lord's  Report,  1821,  p.  279. 
Whilst  the  Company  had  the  alternative  of  trading  at  Amoy  as 

well  as  Canton,  the  supercargoes  exhibited  a  becoming  spirit. 
They  frequently  detained  their  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
until  they  obtained  an  assurance  of  proper  treatment.  At  this 
early  period  it  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  bring  sentries 
on  shore  to  guard  the  factory ;  and  it  must  have  been  through 
ignorance  or  neglect,  that  they  permitted  so  good  a  precedent  to 
become  obsolete. 

In  1721  a  complaint  of  combination  among  the  Chinese  to 
regubite  pikes  was  made,  as  is  now  (1847)  the  case. 

The  Court  of  Directors,  in  their  orders  to  the  supercargoes  as 
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to  the  liberty  to  trade^  stated  "  this  artida  i«  Uktij  to  hb  nore 
Beeeasary  and  strenuously  to  be  insisted  on  noMr  tiian  efer»  for  nmr 
last  returned  supercargoes  have  brought  us  a  draft  of  the  oombiMiK 
lion  which  the  Chinese  were  forming  to  set  their  own  puioes.  on 
the  goods  to  be  sold  to  the  Europeans,  thereby  to  have  tiieir  pro4 
portion  of  the  real  profit  on  the  said  goods>  whoever  appeared  io 
be  the  seller/' 

A.D.  1722.  The  intolerant  grievance  was  tried  this  year  of 
forming  the  Cohong.  The  hoppo  prohibited  the  inferior  sier«- 
ehants  from  trading  with  Europeans,  and  oompdUed  aU  merefaiiuts 
(except  the  Cohong)  to  pay  20  per  cent,  on  CSxina  ware,  and  40 
per  cent,  on  all  tea  sold  by  them.  By  a  firm  resistance  on  the 
part  of  the.  supercargoes,  this  was  dissolved.  It  was  soon  aseer* 
tained  that  fresh  extortions  and  violations  of  the  privileges  granted 
were  attempted  every  season. 

A.D.  1 723.  The  supercargo  of  the  ship  '^  Walpoie"  on  their 
arrival  at  Macao,  discovered  that  the  whole  of  the  Chinese  officials 
had  engrossed  the  trade,  and  obliged  the  Chinese  merchants  to 
borrow  money  from  them  at  30  per  cent,  having  previously  pur- 
chased  all  the  tea  in  the  country,  and  forced  the  merchants  to 
take  it  at  their  own  price.  By  this  means  the  merchants  were 
mined,  so  that  not  more  than  two  were  capable  of  entering  into  a 
contract. 

The  Consoo  Fund,  which  was  levied  by  the  mere  jfSo^^f  the  Hong 
merchants,  was  three  per  cent,  on  all  goods  ezeqptmg  wooUens^  long 
cloths,  iron,  and  cotton  yam. 

It  had  long  been  diverted  from  the  purposes  &x  wUdi  it  was 
imposed,  and  was  of  late  years  appropriated  mH  fi>llo#s: 

Annual  tribute  to  the  Emperor  .         .         .  £18,006 
Repairing  the  Yellow  River,    to  which    the 

British  had  no  access              .  .         .  10,000 
An  agent  at  Peking            .  .                 .  7,000 
Birthday  presents  to  the  Emperor  .         .  43,000 
Ditto  to  the  hoppo             .  .                 .  7,000 
Ditto    „        „  Mother  or  Wife  .        .  7,000 
Ditto  various  officers           .  .                 .  13,000 
Expended  on  Qinseng,  a  Royal  monopoly  grown  Z 

inTartary               .                 .  .         .  47,000 

£152,000 

A.D.  1727.  Several  merchants  left  Canton  fi)r  Amoy,  where 
they  were  invited,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  mandarins  of  that 
port  were  most  anxious  to  cultivate  trade,  and  free  it  from  un- 

reasonable demands*  April  22nd,  at  a  consultation  held  this  day, 
it  was  resolved  to  remove  to  Amoy,  in  consequenee  of  the  ineveased 
taction  and  insolting  treatment  at  Canton. 
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This  intention  was  abandoned  npon  firesh  promises  being  made 
by  the  hoppo  of  more  favonrable  usage.  October  22nd  trade 
again  interrupted  for  a  considerable  time^  in  consequence  of  not 
being  able  to  procure  tea^  from  some  combination  among  the 
Natives. 

A.D.  1730.  The  10  per  cent,  imposition  amounted  this  year  to 
16,000  taels,  every  efifort  was  tried  to  have  it  reduced  or  abolished 
without  success. 

A.D.  1732.  The  French^  Dutch,  and  English  made  a  remon- 
strance against  the  unjust  taxes,  the  6  per  cent,  and  the  10  per 

cent.  Nothing  obtained  but  promises,  as  it  was  said  the  Emperor 
received  a  portion  of  the  taxes. 

A.D.  1733  and  1734.  The  consignments  this  year  from  England 
having  failed,  endeavours  were  made  to  relinquish  the  presents  to 
the  hoppo  (1,950  taels)  according  to  a  former  agreement;  but 
without  effect. 

A.D.  1735.  Inferior  silk  being  attempted  by  the  Chinese  to  be 
passed  off,  caused  a  representation  to  be  made  to  the  viceroy,  who 
answered  that  for  such  trifling  circumstances  he  should  not  be 
disturbed  in  future,  by  strangers  coming  into  the  city,  which  was 
not  allowed. 

The  supercargoes  threatening  to  go  to  Amoy,  the  mandarins 
made  great  promises,  and  reduced  the  Cumsha  of  1950  taels  per 
ship,  to  a  nominal  sum. 

A.D.  1735.  This  year  another  attempt  was  tried  at  Amoy,  &om 
the  promises  held  out  by  the  mandarins  upon  anchoring  in  the 
outer  harbours ;  but  it  could  not  be  ascertained  what  duties  would 
be  charged.  When  the  covid  or  cubit  was  brought,  it  was  found 
only  eleven  inches  in  length,  instead  of  14|;  1,250  taels  were 
required  instead  of  504  for  measurement,  which  was  accepted, 
with  an  addition  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  the  hoppo. 

The  ships  had  no  sooner  broken  bulk  than  the  old  system  was 
reverted  to,  and  a  spy  of  their  own  placed  within  the  factory,  to 

take  account  of  all  goods  sold;  the  ships'  guns  were  required  to  be 
given  up. 

At  length  a  representation  reached  the  Yan,  as  he  was  called, 
who  promised  to  rectify  the  misconduct. 

After  a  few  weeks  delay  a  grand  "chop''  arrived  firom  the 
viceroy  of  the  province,  dirteting  that  the  English  should  be 
allowed  foil  liberty  to  trade ;  and  stating  that  by  a  decree  of  the 
Imperial  grand  council,  published  four  years  previous,  the  mandarins 
of  Amoy  are  expressly  enjoined  not  to  demand  a  duty  of  seven 
per  cent.'  fbrmerly  paid  there  by  European  ships ;  it  being  hoped 
tiiat  by  i^s  concession,  they  might  again  be  induced  to  resort  to 
Amoy  to  trade. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  imperial  wishes  were  frustrated  l^  the 
conduct  of  the  hoppo  and  others,  who  were  "full  of  delays  and  pre* 
varications,  denying  one  day  what  they  had  promised  the  'pne* 
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vioiis/'    The  result  was^  that  after  several  weeks  delay  the  ships 
departed  without  disposing  of  any  part  of  their  cargo. 

A  lesson  was  learnt  from  the  edict  published  at  Amoy^  that  the 
cabinet  of  that  time  was  well  disposed  to  commerce,  and  to  the 
removal  of  any  obstacles  that  were  brought  under  that  cognizance. 

The  difficulty  felt  at  all  times  was  to  find  means  of  communicating 
with  the  court  on  the  subject  of  these  extortions,  committed  by  the 
very  parties  who  were  the  regular  channels  for  the  transmission  of 
petitions. 

A.D.  1736.  Keenlung,  who  ascended  the  throne  this  year,  re- 
voked the  ten  per  cent. :  for  obtaining  which,  the  governor  de- 

manded 30,000  taels,  but  it  was  considered  that  this  privilege  was 
obtained  through  the  influence  of  the  Jesuits  at  court,  as  the 
French  and  English  had  joined  in  petitioning  against  it. 
An  advance  of  6,000  taels  was  given  to  Chinese  functionaries  to 
obtain  the  privUege  of  retaining  the  arms  and  ammunition  on 
board  our  slups  ! 

The  Emperor  Keenlimg,  laid  down  a  maxim  that  should  be 
acted  on  by  the  local  government  of  Canton,  in  order  to  intimi- 

date Man-Ee,  that  is  '' fierce  barbarians,''  viz. :  that  **  life  for  life 
should  be  required,  without  any  regard  to  the  extenuating  cir- 

cumstances which  the  Chinese  laws  admitted  when  Natives  only 

were  concerned.''  Thus  it  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  bridle  the 
ferocity  of  the  Man-Ee,  by  laws  more  sanguinary  than  are  re- 

quired for  the  Natives  who  are  within  the  pale  of  civilization. 
One  of  the  many  modes  adopted  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  in 

Canton,  to  continue  and  perpetuate  their  extortions,  was  to  piniLrii 
severely  any  Native  who  taught  Europeans  the  language.  This 
was  obviously  lest  their  complaints  should  reach  the  court.  So 
that  the  corrupt  local  authorities  have  poisoned  each  successive 
Emperor  against  every  foreigner  without  distinction.  These  mis- 

representations have  never  yet  been  effectually  exposed. 
The  subsequent  years  from  1736,  are  not  marked  with  any  par- 

ticular event.  Commodore  Anson's  arrival  off  Canton,  in  1742, 
to  obtain  some  provisions,  gave  occasion  for  fresh  demands.  Pro- 

visions were  readily  promised,  on  condition  of  measurement  charges 
being  paid  for  her,  which  was  instantly  refused. 

The  Commodore  was  not  to  be  trifled  with :  he  proceeded  up 
the  river,  and  anchored  near  the  custom-house.  No  provisions  ar- 

riving according  to  promise,  the  Commodore,  in  company  with  the 
English,  Swedish,  Dutch,  and  Danish  supercargoes,  demanded  an 
audience  of  the  viceroy.  A  dreadful  fire  breaking  out  about  this 
time,  the  Commodore's  seamen  rendered  most  signal  services  in 
extinguishing  the  flames.  Through  this  means  an  audience  was 
granted,  when,  as  usual,  promises  were  made ;  but  nothing  beyond 

supplies,  and  permission  to  repair  the  '^  Centurion,"  were  obtained. 
A.D.  1747.  The  exactions  and  impositions  were  this  year  i?e- 

newed,  notwithstanding  the  Emperor  having  abolished  them,  and 
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BO  audiietioe  eould  be  proeured,  to  represent  them  in  tbte  proper 
quarter.  It  was  not  until  instructions  were  receired  from  London 
to  retort  to  the  old  method  of  satisfying  official  rapacity^  that  trade 
WBs  renewed  m  1760. 

A.n.  1754«  Such  were  the  extortions  and  grievances  this  year, 
that  the  East  India  Company  gave  directions  to  open  a  trade  at 
Lhnpo.  On  this  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  Mandarins  at  Canton, 
there  were  ae  usual,  promises ;  but  no  written  answer  was  giyen 
to  their  numerous  applications. 

A.n.  1755*  The  fair  promises  were  performed  in  the  true 
Chinese  mode,  by  confining  the  whole  trade  to  Hong  merchants^ 
and  excluding  small  merchants  and  shop-keepers. 

A.D.  1761.  Mr.  Pigou,  one  of  the  supercargoes,  suggested  an 
embassy  to  Peking,  with  a  view  to  renew  the  trade  to  the  north. 
Mr.  Flint  was  app(Hnted^  and  was  fiayourably  received  at  Ningpo 
and  Chusan. 

It  soon  appeared  that  the  Chinese  authorities  at  Canton  were 
nnfavourable,  and  it  turned  out  that  between  them  a  sum  of 
20,000  taels  was  sent  to  the  officers  about  the  court  of  Peking, 
and  an  edict  was  proeured  which  confined  the  trado  to  Canton. 

Mr.  Flint  was  urged  to  depart  from  Ningpo,  without  either 
goods  or  provisions.  He  was  forced  to  sail  against  an  unfiivoura- 
ble  monsoon,  but  instead  of  steering  for  Canton,  he  directed  his 
course  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pieho,  and  from  thence  sent  a  petition 
to  the  Emperor  at  Peking. 

This  petition  reached  the  throne,  and  an  enquiry  was  set  on 
fbot,  the  hoppo  of  Canton  was  dismissed,  and  several  impositions 
unlawfutty  exacted,  Were  taken  off.  The  British  ships  were  in  fu« 
ture  to  be  called  Western  Ocean  ships,  not  '^  deviPs  ships.'^ 

On  Mr.  Flint's  return  to  Canton,  his  presence  was  required  by 
the  Isondtock  (viceroy).  The  supercargoes  of  all  nations  accom- 

panied him  into  the  city,  thinking,  as  they  were  given  to  under- 
stand, that  new  orders  were  about  to  be  issued. 

On  their  arrival  art  the  gate  of  the  palace,  their  swords  were 

taken  from  them }  they  were  then  forced  into  the  viceroy's  pre- 
sence, and  hesitating  to  pay  homage,  were  actually  thrown  down 

on  their  faces.  The  Isonstock  then  called  Mr.  Flint,  and  read  the 

Emperor's  order  for  his  banishment  to  Macao,  for  three  years,  and' 
then  to  leave  the  empire  for  ever. 

This  punishment  was  inflicted  on  Mr.  Flint  for  going  to  Limpa, 
(Ningpo)  and  the  Native  who  wrote  his  petition  was  beheaded. 

Mr.  Flint  was  kept  in  close  confinement  for  three  years,  viz. :  to 
1762,  and  the  English  quietly  submitted  to  this  injustice. 

A.n.  1760.  The  East  India  Company  sent  out  a  Mr.  Skottowe, 
and  it  was  to  be  given  out  that  be  was  brother  to  his  Majesty's 
Under  Secretary  of  State.  The  object  of  this  mission  was  to  obtain 
the  nslease  of  Mr.  Flint,  and  a  redress  of  the- many  grievances  with' 
which  the  trade  was  burthened;    This  mission  effected  nothing. 
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not  one  of  Hie  points'urged  being  conceded ;  on  the  eovktnty,  the authorities  became  more  insolent  than  ever.  As  an  illiistratioiii  it 
may  be  stated  that  in  a  letter  firom  the  governor  to  bis  Britamuo 
Mfgesty^  they  commend  the  king  to  take  Mr.  Flint>  and  keep  him 
in  safe  custody ;  as  his  nation  was  drenched  with  the  waves  of  im- 

perial favour^  and  therefore  should  leap  for  joy. 

A.D.  1765.  The  insult  to  the  king's  letter^  and  the  gross  ijijus^ 
tice  done  to  Mr.  Flinty  paved  the  way  for  fresh  extortions  this  yeax. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  king's  ship  "Argo/^  the  hoppo  insist^  on 
measuring  her,  which  was  not  resisted  with  that  fimmesB  which 
was  so  successful  in  Lord  Anson's  case.  After  a  fruitless  discussion 
which  lasted  four  months,  the  king's  ship  was  measured.  The 
alternative  of  paying  for  the  ship  or  quitting  the  country,  was 
most  pompously  proposed ;  but  hitherto  it  was  the  supercargoes 
who  used  to  threaten  to  leave  the  port  of  Canton.  This  new  policy 
was  the  consequence  of  having  all  the  other  ports  dosed^  and 
tamely  submitting  to  repeated  insults. 

A.i>.  1771*  This  year  the  Cohong,  or  committee  for  regulatang 
aud  fixing  the  prices  at  which  all  goods  should  be  sold  and  pur* 
chased,  was  abolished,  at  an  expense  to  the  East  India  Company 
of  100,000  tads. 

Yet  we  find  that  in  1779,  this  instrument  of  extortion  was  in 
full  operation  under  a  new  name,  Consoo  Fund,  the  histosy  and 
origin  of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

The  enormous  sum  of  3,808,076  Spanish  dollars^  became  due  in 
a  comparatively  short  time  to  British  subjects,  without  ajiy  hopes  of 
being  able  to  recover  the  same. 

All  efforts  failing  to  recover  any  portion  of  this  just  debty  the 
case  was  laid  before  the  Madras  government,  who  dispatched  Cap- 

tain Panton,  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  to  urge  payment. 
The  Captain  had  instructions  from  Admiral  Sir  E.  Vernon,  to 
insist  on  an  audience  with  the  viceroy  of  Canton. 

It  was  not  without  threats  from  the  British  Commander,  thai 
the  audience  was  granted.  The  arrangement  entered  into>  was-  an 
acceptance  of  ten  shillings  in  the  pounds  (wUtwut  iniere$tj,  as  a 
composition  to  be  paid  within  ten  years. 

Captain  Panton  had  no  sooner  departed,  than  the  Consoo 
Fund  was  established.  And  thus  this  lawM  debt  having  been 
first  reduced  one  half,  was  then  to  be  discharged  by  a  fresh 
impost  on  European  commerce^  which  was  continued  up  to  a  re- 

cent period. 
A.D.  1773.  This  year  the  first  judicial  murder  by  the  Chinese 

offidals  was  perpetrated  on  a  foreigner,  named  Soott,  against  whom 
not  a  particle  of  evideniQe  was  produced. 
\A^M.  1780.  I  The  preiQedent  made  in  the  former  case  by  the  go- 

veip;imenttOf  Mi^caOj  was  this  lyear  followed  by  the  French,  who 
su^p^d^ed  A  Erencbmauj  who  had  killed  a  Portuguese  in  a  fray. 
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The  Frenchman  was  forthwith  strangled  by  order  of  the  Foo-yueir, 
or  Chinese  viceroy^  without  any  trial. 

A.n.  1784.  The  English  were  the  next  to  suffer,  and  the  gun- 
ner of  the  Lady  Hughes,  who  was  the  innocent  cause  of  a  Chiniu 

man's  death,  when  firing  a  salute,  was  surrendered  to  be  murdered. 
The  recital  of  this  case  would  only  perpetuate  the  record  of  our 
disgrace. 

The  late  Dr.  Morrison,  in  his  remarks  on  homicide  in  China, 
states :  "  that  during  the  1 1th  moon  of  the  18th  year  of  Keen-lung, 
(a.b.  1749),  the  governor  of  Canton  reported  to  the  Emperor,  thi^ 
he  had  tried  two  foreigners,  who  had  caused  the  death  of  two 
Chinese,  and  having  sentenced  them  to  be  bastinadoed  and  trans- 

ported, had  to  request  that,  according  to  foreign  laws,  they  might 
be  sent  to  a  Chinese  "settlement.^* 

''The  Emperor's  reply  was,  that  the  governor  had  acted  contrary 
to  law ;  that  he  shoula  have  required  '  life  for  life.'  '  If,'  he  adds, 
'  you  quote  only  our  native  laws,  and  according  to  them  sentence 
to  the  bastinado  and  transportation,  then  the  fierce  and  unruly 
dispositions  of  the  foreigners  will  cease  to  be  afraid,  it  is  incum- 

bent to  have  life  for  life,  to  frighten  and  repress  the  barbarians.' " 
As  homicide  affects  the  Chinese,  it  stands  thus  : — ''  1st.  Killing 

with  intention,  punishable  by  death ;  2nd.  KiDing  by  accident,  a 
mulctuary  offence ;  8rd.  Killing  in  lawful  self-defence,  not  punish- 

able at  ail."     (See  page  154.) 
''  Of  late  years,"  said  the  above  author,  ''  the  plan  adopted  by 

the  Chinese,  in  cases  of  homicide,  has  been  to  demand  of  the  fellow- 
countrymen  of  the  aUeged  manslayer,  that  the  guilty  person  should 
be  foimd  out,  and  handed  over  to  the  Chinese  for  punishment. 
This  is  in  effect  to  constitute  them  a  criminal  court."  (See  this 
fully  illustrated  at  page  412). 

"  Were  a  man  to  be  delivered  up  by  the  individuals  thus  called 
upon,  he  would  be  regarded  by  the  government  as  already  con- 

demned. His  punishment,  painful  experience  tells  us,  would  be 

certain." 
We  never  ought  to  have  permitted  the  execution,  or  even  trial  of 

an  Englishman  by  the  Chinese. 

"  For  very  many  years,"  says  Mr.  M'Farlane,  "  no  such  thing 
as  an  execution  of  Franks,  by  Turkish  law,  had  been  seen  in  the 
Levant,  where  offenders  are  given  over  to  their  respective  consuls> 
who  take  into  their  own  hands  their  punishment,  if  the  offence  be 
light,  or  send  them  home  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  their  own  coun- 

try, if  serious." 
The  state  of  affairs  at  Canton,  about  the  period  referred  to,  is 

shown  by  the  following  communication  from  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's supercargoes,  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated,  a.d.  1780. 

"  Foreigners  are  not  here  allowed  the  benefit  of  the  Chinese  law, 
jiQr  have  they  privileges  in  common  with  the  natives.     They  are 
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govemedl  merdj  by  sach  roles  as  the  Mandarins  for  the  time 
being  declare  to  be  their  will ;  and  the  reason  why  so  few  incon* 
Teniences  happen  from  irregularities^  is  that  the  o£Bcers  of  the  go- 
Temment  on  such  occasions^  rather  choose  to  exact  money  from 
the  security  merchants^  compradors,  &c.,  than  use  rigorous  mea- 

sures from  which  they  gain  nothing.  Their  corruption^  therefore, 

is  the  foreigners'  security/' 
If  a  manly  spirit  did  not  exist  among  the  British  authorities  at 

Canton,  to  prevent  the  surrender  of  an  innocent  fellow-subject  to 
be  strangled  by  the  Chinese,  an  examination  of  the  effects  pro- 

duced by  Weddell  and  Anson  would  have  found  an  apology  for 
refusing  to  sacrifice  the  gunner  of  the  '  Lady  Hughes/  The  im- 

positions, insults,  and  oppression  which  all  foreigners  have  since 
that  period  been  subjected  to,  can  with  certainty  be  traced  to  our 
mean  and  unchristian  conduct  on  this^occasion. 

Events  of  a  similar  nature  have  been  compromised  by  bribing 
the  Chinese  judges^  in  order  to  obtain  a  favourable  decision ;  no 
farther  judicial  murders  appear  on  the  records. 

A.D.  1784.  The  subsequent  period,  down  to  Lord  Macartney's 
embassy,  is  marked  with  fresh  impositions ;  the  supercargoes  ap- 

pear to  have  lost  all  traces  of  even  that  portion  of  firmness  which 
distinguished  some  of  their  predecessors.  In  proof,  about  this 
period  commenced  the  novel  tax  upon  the  provisions  consumed  by 

the  Company's  servants.  The  Bellona  was  obliged  to  pay  duties 
on  a  full  freight^  although  she  took  away  none,  and  was  on  her  re- 

turn compelled  to  dispose  of  her  whole  cargo  to  the  hoppo's 
private  friend.  It  was  found  useless  to  remonstrate^  as  the  slightest 
demur  was  sure  to  bring  on  a  suspension  of  the  trade. 

A.D.  1791.  The  late  Lord  Melville,  President  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol,  saw  the  serious  injury  to  our  commerce  from  having  only  one 
port  open  in  China,  the  monopoly  of  the  Hong,  and  the  arbitrary 
oppression  under  which  British  subjects  were  kept  by  the  local 
authorities.  To  amend  this  state  of  affairs  an  embassy  to  Peking 
was  proposed. 
The  following  excellent  instructions  to  Lord  Macartney,  a.d. 

1795,  if  then  carried  out,  would  most  probably  have  saved  us  an 
inglorious  and  expensive  war,  and  the  hazardous  position  in  which 
we  now  are,  after  submitting  for  fifty  years  to  gross  impositions, 
insults,  and  extortion : — 

1st.  "  That  merchants  be  allowed  to  trade  at  Chusan,  Ningpo, 
and  Tien-sing  (the  port  of  Peking.) 
2nd.  "  To  have  a  warehouse  at  Peking  for  their  goods,  as  the 

Russians  had  formerly. 
3rd.  '^  To  grant  some  small  detached  unfortified  island  near  to 

Chusan,  as  a  magazine  for  unsold  goods,  and  a  residence  for  those 
who  had  charge  of  them. 

4th.  "  A  similar  privilege  near  Canton,  and  certain  trifling  in- 
dolgenoes. 

TOL.  II.  c 
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5tli.  ''  To  abolish  the  transit  duties  between  Canton  and  Macao, 
or  at  least  reduce  them  to  the  standard  of  1782. 

6th.  "  To  prohibit  the  exaction  of  any  duties  from  English 
merchants^  over  and  above  those  settled  by  the  Emperor's  diploma, 
a  copy  of  which  is  to  be  given  to  them  for  their  information.^' 

A.D.  1799.  The  details  of  the  embassy  of  Lord  Macartney  are 
well  known ;  the  points  sought  were  not  gained,  but  the  advan- 

tages derived  from  the  mission  and  the  valuable  presents  of  1795, 

were  a  general  reduction  in  the  expenses  of  the  supercargoes'  re- 
moval to  and  from  Canton ;  a  stop  was  put  to  the  interfering  in 

the  allotment  to  the  several  Hong  merchants  of  the  Company's 
business : — the  Consoo  Fund,  however,  still  remained ;  goods  con- 

tinued to  be  unfairly  weighed  by  the  hoppo ;  and  the  country  ships 
to  be  unfairly  measured ;  undue  charges  were  made  on  the  transfer 
of  stores  from  ship  to  ship  at  Whampoa ;  and  the  exorbitant  ship- 

ping charges  remained  as  usual. 
The  want  of  proper  interpreters  caused  the  embassy  of  Lord 

Macartney  to  be  placed  under  the  designation  of  "  tribute  bearer." 
Since  that  period  only  are  the  English  styled  the  "  Red-bristled 

Barbarians,"  which  circumstance  has  given  rise  to  the  suspicion 
that  the  interpreters  attending  the  embassy,  headed  the  paper  as 

the  petition  of  the  ''  Red-bristled  Barbarian  Tribute-bearer."  The 
recent  translation  of  a  Chinese  court  journal,  styles  this  embassy 
as  paying  tribute,  which  proves  that  such  an  impression  has  been 
made.  In  China,  above  all  other  nations,  words  and  ceremonies 
are  things,  and  as  well  understood  as  they  are  in  the  west. 

Nothing  appears  to  have  occurred  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent century  that  requires  any  remark.  During  the  war  the  visits 

of  Her  Majesty's  ships  were  necessarily  frequent,  to  convoy  the 
homeward  bound  fleets,  and  a  tacit  consent  was  obtained  for 
them  to  anchor  near  Canton,  and  procure  provisions.  The  sums 

paid  for  this  "  gracious  condescension  "  are  not  recorded. 
A.D.  1805-6.  An  exchange  of  letters  and  presents  took  place 

between  the  King  of  England  and  the  Emperor  of  China.  ♦  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  answer  of  the  Emperor  of  China  :— 

^'  Your  Majesty's  kingdom  is  at  a  remote  distance  beyond  the 
seas,  but  is  observant  of  its  duties,  and  obedient  to  its  laws,  be- 

holding from  afar  the  glory  of  our  Empire,  and  respectfully  admir- 
ing the  perfection  of  our  government.  Your  Majesty  has  des- 

patched messengers  with  letters  for  our  perusal ;  we  find  that  they 
are  dictated  by  appropriate  sentiments  of  esteem  and  veneration  ; 
and  being,  therefore,  inclined  to  fulfil  the  wishes  of  your  Majesty, 
we  have  determined  to  accept  of  the  whole  of  the  accompanying 
oficring. 

"  With  regard  to  those  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  who,  for  a 
long  course  of  years,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  trading  to  our  em- 

pire, we  must  observe  to  you,  that  our  celestial  government  regards 
all  persons  and  nations  with  eyes  of  charity  and  benevolence,  and 
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always  treats  and  considers  your  subjects  with  the  ulmost  indul- 
gence  and  affectum ;  on  their  account^  therefore^  there  can  be  no 

place  or  occasion  for  the  exertions  of  your  Majesty's  goyemment/' 
The  arrogance  of  this  letter^  is  on  a  par  with  its  assertion  of  our 

people  being  treated  with  ''  indulgence  and  affection/' 
A.D.  1806.  Mr.  Manning,  a  gentleman  of  great  attainments  in 

various  sciences,  through  the  East  India  Company,  endeavoured 
to  obtain  permission  to  proceed  to  Peking.  Mr.  Manning  pre- 

sented a  petition,  offering  his  services  as  astronomer  and  physician, 
agreeably  to  an  edict  which  had  been  previously  issued,  that  the 
Emperor  was  in  want  of  such  persons.  The  answer  to  the  petition 
was  that  his  offer  of  services  to  the  Emperor  could  not  be  accepted 
nor  even  communicated  to  his  Majesty. 

A.D.  1807.  A  quarrel  arose  between  the  East  India  Company's sailors  and  the  Chinese  at  Canton,  Their  commander  succeeded 

in  getting  them  into  the  Company's  factory ;  but  the  Chinese  fol- 
lowed them  in  great  numbers,  continued  throughout  the  day  throw- 

ing stones  at  the  factory,  and  at  every  European  passing.  En- 
durance had  reached  its  limits,  the  sailors  made  a  sally  on  the 

Chinese,  and  unfortunately  killed  one  man.  Blood  for  blood  was 
demanded ;  the  identical  person  could  not  be  fixed  on ;  the  former 
surrender  of  an  Englishman  named  Sheen,  was  then  pleaded. 
Captain  Rolles,  the  senior  captain,  and  the  supercargoes,  were 
animated  with  a  better  spirit,  and  although  the  trade  was  stopped 
for  two  months,  it  was  again  re-opened  at  an  expense  of  dESOjOOO, 
which  was  paid  in  bribes  to  the  Chinese  authorities  at  Canton. 

A.D.  1808.  We  committed  a  mistake  in  occupying  Macao  with 
a  detachment  of  troops  from  India,  in  order  to  prevent  its  occupa- 

tion by  the  French,  then  in  possession  of  Portugal.  It  ought  to 
have  been  known  to  the  Bengal  government,  that  the  Portuguese 
were  then  mere  tenants  at  will,  paying  an  annual  rent  to  the  go- 

vernment of  China,  and  in  a  great  measure  subject  to  Chinese 
jurisdiction. 

Had  the  French  taken  possession  of  Macao^  as  was  apprehended, 
British  aid  would  have  been  required  by  the  Chinese  government, 
in  return  for  which  we  might  have  obtained  a  better  position  in 
China  than  even  our  present  state. 

After  a  discussion  for  several  weeks,  a  stop  was  put  to  our  trade ; 
at  length  Admiral  Drury,  who  commanded  the  expedition,  having 
declared  that  his  instructions  did  not  prevent  him  going  to  war 
with  China,  an  edict  of  the  Emperor  on  the  subject  was  made  the 
pretext  for  withdrawing  the  troops.  This  circumstance  was 
magnified  in  Chinese  style  by  the  viceroy,  and  the  people  geilerally 
beheved  that  our  retreat  was  from  the  feac  of  Chinese  prowess. 

A.D.  1810.  When  the  homeward-bound  fleet  wais  ready  to  de- 
part for  Europe,  the  death  of  a  Chinese  occurred.  Bvidence  was 

pubUcly  taken  before  the  officials,  who  could  not  identify  any  one 
person  with  the  crime :  nevertheless,  the  clearance  (chop)  was  re- c2 
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fased^  but  after  some  delay,  and  a  displaj  of  finnness  on  the  part 

of  the  commander  of  resorting  to  force^  the  ''  chop ''  authorising 
departure  was  granted. 

The  southern  coast  of  China  had  been  infested  with  pirates. 
The  chief  sufferers  were  the  Portuguese,  who  had  their  smaU  ves- 
aels  frequently  plundered.  Though  some  British  subjects  were  at 
the  time  prisoners  with  the  pirates,  no  means  appear  to  have  been 

taken  to  exterminate  them  bj  the  East  India  Company^s  super- 
cargoes. The  Portuguese  tendered  their  services  to  the  Chinese 

government ;  but  the  Chinese  resorted  to  the  usual  method,  viz. : 
granting  to  the  leader  abundant  favours,  and  to  the  followers  abso- 

lute amnesty.  Two  chief  pirates  and  upwards  of  8,000  of  their  fol- 
lowers, surrendered. 

A.D.  1811.  Application  was  made  by  the  hoppo  for  a  passage 
to  Europe  of  four  Italians  who  had  been  twenty-five  years  in  the 
Emperor's  service  at  Peking.  Seven  Europeans  still  remained,  as 
their  services  could  not  be  dispensed  with  in  making  up  the  calen- 

dar, to  which  the  greatest  importance  is  attached. 
This  year  the  trade  was  again  stopped  through  the  arbitrary 

conduct  of  a  new  hoppo.  It  was  two  months  before  commerce  was 
renewed ;  the  delay  would  have  been  much  longer,  had  not  the 
chief  member  of  the  factory,  Mr.  Roberts,  died  in  the  meantime. 

This  objection  to  an  individual  member  of  the  Company's  factory 
was  resisted  with  becoming  firmness,  and  subsequently  met  the 
approval  of  the  local  authorities. 

A.D.  1814.  His  Majesty's  ship  '^ Doris"  captured  an  American 
ship  at  sea,  and  brought  her  to  Macao,  which  caused  a  suspension 
of  business  from  April  to  December.  The  celestials  could  not,  or 

would  not,  comprehend  the  distinction  between  His  Majesty's  ship 
and  those  of  the  East  India  Company. 

Endurance  appears  to  have  reached  its  limit  at  this  period,  on 
.  the  part  of  the  East  India  Company ;  but  two  men  were  at  the 

head  of  the  Company's  affairs,  who  resisted  oppression  and  insult 
as  far  as  was  possible. 

The  viceroy  issued  an  edict  prohibiting  the  employment  of  Native 
servants  by  the  factory,  although  it  had  been  customary  to  do  so 
for  100  years.  To  carry  out  this  edict,  the  officers  of  government 
unceremoniously  entered  the  factories^  and  seized  their  servants, 
during  the  compulsory  residence  at  Macao  of  the  select  committee. 

October  21st,  1814.  Sir  G.  Staunton  and  Sir  T.  Metcalf  pro- 
i^eded  to  Canton ;  Sir  George  stated  to  the  authorities,  ''  that  he 
was  charged  by  the  committee  with  several  communications  of  im- 

portance, but  m  none  of  them  was  any  thing  proposed  for  them- 
selves, more  than  the  prosecution  of  a  fiair  and  equitable  commerce 

under  the  protection  of  his  Imperial  Majesty ;  that  they  entertained 
every  disposition  to  obey  his  laws ;  that  they  sought  for  no  innova- 

tions, nor  were  desirous  of  interfering  in  any  affairs  of  government 
in  which  they  were  not  concerned." 

Other  interviews  took  place  with  the  viceroy  on  four  subsequent 
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occasioiis ;  but  on  the  last,  the  29th  of  October,  the  viceroy  fidl- 
ing  to  deter  these  spirited  men,  suddenly  retired,  which  left  no 
alternative  to  Sir  G.  Staunton,  but  to  carry  his  threat  into  execu« 

tion ;  he  immediately  quitted  Canton,  ordered  all  the  Company's 
ships  from  Whampoa  to  the  second  bar,  and  likewise  desired  that 
all  British  subjects  should  quit  Canton. 
The  12th  and  14th  of  November,  deputations  of  Hong  mer- 

chants visited  Sir  George  Staunton,  and  requested  him  to  suspend 
the  order  for  the  removal,  adding  that  they  were  authorized  to 
state  that  the  viceroy  would  depute  a  mandarin  to  discuss  the 
points  in  dispute. 

Sir  George  no  sooner  returned,  than  Howqua  informed  him  that 
no  mandarin  would  be  sent  until  the  trade  was  resumed.  Sir 
George  in  strong  language  showed  his  indignation  of  this  breach 
of  faith,  on  the  part  of  men  who  were  the  accredited  organs  of 
communication  between  the  British  merchants  and  the  government 
of  China. 

Firmness  on  this>  as  on  all  former  and  subsequent  occasions,  had 
the  desired  effect. 

The  interview  took  place  on  the  19th,  when  Sir  George,  ver- 
bally and  in  written  characters,  submitted  eight  propositions, 

which  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  in  detail,  as  their  being  partially 
compUed  with,  shows  they  were  too  grievous  for  even  a  Tartar 
government  longer  to  inflict. 

The  29tb  brought  a  communication  from  Howqua,  (the  farce  of 
pretending  to  send  to  Peking  was  not  resorted  to  this  time),  as 
follows : — 

1st.  '^  Permission  given  to  address  the  government  in  Chinese 
through  the  Hong  merchants,  without  the  contents  being  inquired 
into. 

2nd.  '^  The  use  of  offensive  language  not  very  satisfactorily  an- swered. 

3rd.  ''  The  local  magistrates  not  to  visit  the  factory  without 
giving  due  previous  notice. 
4th.  ̂ ^The  communication  by  boats  between  Canton  and 

Whampoa  to  be  open  and  bee  as  usual. 
5th.  ̂ 'Natives  may  be  employed  as  coolies,  porters,  tea-boilers, 

cooks,  and  in  other  similar  capacities. 
6th.  '^  Ships  of  war  to  remain  at  their  usual  anchorages  while 

the  slups  are  at  Whampoa,  but  when  they  depart  the  ships  of  war 
to  depart. 

7th.    "  Boats  to  receive  passes  at  certain  stations.'^ 
I  cannot  better  illustrate  the  evasive  character  of  this  govern- 

ment, than  by  giving  the  8th  proposition  and  the  reply.  8th. 
"  That  the  Chmese  armed  boats  be  not  permitted  to  continue  to 
fire  at  the  country  ships*,  and  that  English  prize  goods  be  not  sold 
by  the  Americans  at  Whampoa/^ 

•     Country  ships  were  those  arriving  from  British  India. 
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Beply  to  the  8th.  ''  The  country  ships  have  been  fired  at  as  due 
notice  to  the  Bogue  Fbrt" 

A.D.  1816.  It  was  resolved  by  his  Majesty's  government  to 
send  an  embassy  to  the  Emperor  of  China^  under  I^rd  Amherst. 

The  objects  were  the  removal  of  the  capricious  and  intolerable 
proceedings  which  the  local  government  of  Canton  had  for  a  long 

time  past  practised  towards  the  Company's  representatives  there^ 
by  which  they  had  seriouslv  interrupted  the  ̂ JTairs  of  the  Com- 

pany ;  and  that  in  future  tne  Company's  trade  should  be  placed 
on  a  more  secure  and  equitable  footing. 

The  embassy  embarked  at  Spithead^  on  the  8th  February,  1816, 
and  arrived  at  the  imperial  province  of  Chih-le,  on  the  10th  August. 

They  were  met  at  Tsien-tsing,  the  port  of  Peking,  on  the  Pieho 
river,  by  an  imperial  legate,  when  the  discussion  soon  commenced 
as  to  the  performance  of  the  Ko-tou. 

In  the  first  discussion  it  was  asserted  that  Lord  Macartney  com- 
plied with  the  ceremony ;  this  was  firmly  denied  by  Lord  Amherst. 

The  legate  then  artfully  intimated  the  injury  the  trade  at  Can- 
ton might  suffer,  bv  the  ambassador  not  performing  the  ceremony. 

The  preconcertea  plan  for  preventing  the  embassy  succeeding, 

was  fully  evidenced  in  the  first  day's  journey  towards  Peking,  by 
the  legate  stating  that  the  band  would  not  be  allowed  to  proceed, 
but  that  it  should  retiu*n  to  the  ships,  stating  that  it  was  the  Em- 

peror's orders ;  although  it  was  impossible  he  could  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  anylhing  that  had  hitherto  transpired. 

The  journey  to  Peking  was  made  as  uncomfortable  as  possible, 
by  the  perpetual  discussion  concerning  the  performance  of  the 
ceremony. 

The  second  day  Lord  Amherst  was  again  pressed,  and  he  con- 
sented to  perform  the  ceremony,  provided  he  received  an  under- 
taking on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  that  any  subject  of  his  Ma- 

jesty deputed  to  England,  should  be  ordered  to  perform  the  same 
ceremony  to  the  British  sovereign. 

This  was  not  satisfactory,  and  the  boats  were  ordered  to  return. 
The  following  day  it  was  proposed  that  a  rehearsal  of  the  ceremony 
should  take  place  in  a  puolic  manner.  This  was  objected  to,  but 
a  written  obligation  was  offered  that  it  should  be  performed  on  the 
former  terms. 

This  proposal  was  instantly  entertained,  the  written  imdertak- 
inff  procured,  and  the  boats  ordered  to  proceed  towards  Peking. 

The  remaining  progress  of  the  ambassador  was  marked  with 
gross  rudeness  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  attending-officers.  The 
embassy  was  ordered  in  an  insulting  manner  to  depart  from 
Peking  without  seeing  the  Emperor,  and  the  treatment  which  it 
experienced  was  illustrative  of  Tartar  arrogance  and  barbarism. 
The  embassy  was  conveyed  to  Canton  in  imperial  boats,  with 

colours  flying,  on  which  were  inscribed  the  words,  ̂ '  tribute  bear- 
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er«/'  in  order  to  huiniliate  the  English  and  elevate  the  Tartars  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Chinese. 

A  letter  from  the  Emperor  of  China  to  the  Prince  Regent^  con- 
tains the  following  insolent  observation : — 

^*  Hereafter  there  is  no  occasion  for  yon  to  send  an  ambassador 
80  far^  and  be  at  the  trouble  of  passing  over  mountains,  and  cros- 

sing seas  f'  and  in  a  vermilion  edicts  written  on  paper  of  that 
colour  by  the  Emperor  himself^  is  the  following  passage^  "  /  there- 

fore sent  down  my  pleasiare  to  expel  these  ambassaetors,  and  send 
them  back  to  their  own  country,  withoid  punishing  the  high  crime 

they  had  committed.** 
The  treatment  of  the  Embassy  on  its  journey  from  Peking  to 

Canton^  is  noted  by  the  Right  Honourable  H.  Ellis^  who  says  : — 
*'  Many  of  the  retinue  of  the  embassy  returned  as  they  went,  in 
carts ;  the  motion  was  bearable  until  we  came  on  the  paved  road, 
when  the  jolting  became  intolerable :  it  was  repeated  dislocation  of 
every  part  of  the  frame ;  each  jolt  seemed  sufficient  to  have  de- 

stroyed life,  which  yet  remained  to  undergo  the  dreadful  repeti- 
tion. The  elements  combined  with  the  imperial  displeasure  to 

annoy  us,  the  rain  fell  in  torrents ;  not  however,  so  violently  as  to 
deter  the  spectators  from  indulging  their  curiosity,  by  thrusting 
lanterns  into  the  chairs  and  carts  to  have  a  full  view  of  our  per- 

sons.    I  certainly  never  felt  so  irritated  in  my  life.'' 
A.D.  1816.  The  East  India  Company's  ship  '  General  Hewitt,' 

arrived  at  Lintin  the  12th  of  September,  after  leaving  the  embassy 
on  their  way  to  Peking.  When  application  was  made  to  load  her 
with  tea,  it  was  refused,  and  she  was  ordered  to  remain  at  the 
second  bar ;  to  this,  the  select  committee  intimated  their  intention 
of  ordering  the  Hewitt  to  Whampoa,  and  requested  the  removal  of 
the  war-boats  by  which  she  was  surrounded,  to  prevent  bloodshed; 
they  reminded  the  authorities  of  the  solemn  convention  entered 
into  two  years  previous,  which  had  been  violated  by  addressing  a 
chop  to  the  linguist,  and  not  to  the  select  committee,  which  the 
president  refused  to  receive. 

The  delicate  situation  of  the  committee  on  this  trying  occasion, 
would  excuse  their  temporizing  policy,  there  being  then  a  British 
ambassador  at  the  imperial  court ;  a  circumstance  of  which  every 
advantage  was  taken  by  the  crafty  rulers.  The  24th  October,  their 
respectful  addresses  being  refused  by  the  hoppo.  Captain  Jameson 
was  sent  by  the  committee  to  the  city.  This  brave  seaman  forced 
his  way  into  the  city,  and  delivered  a  letter  to  a  mandarin  of  dis- 

tinction. The  viceroy  next  day,  signified  his  displeasure  at  visit- 
ing the  city,  but  no  other  answer  was  given.  Their  comprador  had 

been  accused  of  aiding  the  captain  in  his  visit,  and  was  beaten,  and 
tortured  in  a  most  cruel  manner,  as  a  warning  to  barbarians. 

This  transaction  fully  confirms  the  supposition,  that  the  defeat 
of  the  embassy  was  concocted  at  Canton ;  and  the  excuse  of  send- 
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ing  to  Peking  for  permission  to  load  a  vessel  belcmging  to  tli« 
company^  which  only  accompanied  a  tribute  bearer^  was  obviously 
to  gain  time.  The  Court  of  Directors  '^  considered  that  the  whole 
of  the  conduct  of  the  viceroy,  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of  the  Ge- 

neral Hewitt  from  the  northward,  sufficiently  evidenced  that  some- 
thing had  occurred  at  Peking,  in  relation  to  the  embassy,  which 

that  mandarin  felt  to  be  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 

English,  as  to  encourage  him  in  an  open  and  undisguised  opposi- 
tion to  the  factory  on  every  occasion/'  The  instructions  inculcated 

"  the  utmost  moderation  and  temper,'^  which  meant,  '^  submit  to 
any  degradation  so  that  our  interests  are  upheld/' 

Captain  Maxwell  arrived  firom  the  Peiho,  on  the  16th,  in  His 

Majesty  ship  '  Alceste/  and  had  an  interview  with  a  mandarin, 
who  promised  to  obtain  permission  from  the  viceroy,  to  admit  the 

ship  within  the  Bogue  (or  "  Booca  Tigris,''  the  entrance  of  the 
Canton  waters),  provided  he  waited  five  days.  Captain  Maxwell 

waited  at  Lintin  one  day  after  the  time  fixed,  but  the  ̂   Alceate/ 
being  much  in  want  of  provisions  and  repairs,  the  captain  weighed 
anchor,  and  sailed  through  a  flotilla  of  war*boats,  which  com- 

menced firing  on  him,  although  the  captain  only  claimed  the  pri- 

vilege granted  to  His  Majesty's  ship  '  lAon^  in  1793,  on  a  sinolaar occasion. 
The  frigate  had  no  sooner  weighed  than  a  signal  was  made  from 

the  flotilla;  lights  were  displayed  at  the  forts,  and  a  brisk  can- 
nonade from  upwards  of  ninety  guns  was  commenced.  One  shot 

fell  on  board  the  Alc€$te,  and  two  or  three  others  lodged  in  the 
bows  of  the  ship.  The  Alceste  poured  a  broadside  into  the  forts, 
on  which  the  lights  quickly  disappeared.  The  forts  on  the  lar* 
board  hand,  on  which  the  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  bear,  con- 

tinued firing  without  any  serious  injury.  This  becoming  conduct 
of  Captain  Maxwell  proved  highly  beneficial  to  the  trade,  and  for 
the  future  the  viceroy  learned  to  distinguish  ships  belonging  to  Hia 
Majesty  from  those  of  the  East  India  Company, 

The  affair  was  hushed  up  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  who  said 

merely  that  some  men  were  "  apoUed,''  (wounded).  Great  respect 
was  paid  to  Captain  Maxwell,  as  had  before  been  the  case  with 
Commodore  Anson^  and  with  Captain  Weddell,  and  as  wiU  always 
be  the  case  with  a  people  like  the  Tartar  rulers  of  China« 

The  communications  that  took  place  about  this  time,  between 
the  Marquis  of  Hastings  when  Governorrgeneral  of  India,  and 
the  Chinese  Government  and  their  Tartar  commissioners,  relative 
to  Nepaul  or  Nipal,  deserve  notice,  as  we  shall  soon  again  be 
brought  into  more  active  intercourse  with  that  country,  and  it 
appears  that  the  Goorkha  Eajah  is  claimed  by  the  Chinese  Gro- 
vernment  as  a  tributary  in  subjection  to  China. 

Hana  Bahadar,  the  ruler  of  Nipal,  abdicated  the  throne 
in  favor  of  his  son,  retired  to  Benares,  and  incurred  a  consir 
derable  debt  to   the  British  Government  whilst  residing  there. 
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He  entered  into  a  treaty  with  them  for  its  liquidation,  and  for  the 
r^idence  of  a  British  officer  at  Katmaadu.  Captain  Knox  was 
appointed  resident  at  the  capital  of  Goorkha  in  1801,  but  only  re- 

mained about  three  years. 
Previous  to  hostibties  between  the  British  and  Nipalese  autho- 

rities, some  territories  in  dispute  were  submitted  to  arbitration. 
After  an  investigation  by  commissioners  of  each  nation,  the  award 
was  in  favour  of  the  British ;  but  still  the  Oooikha  rajah  would  not 
surrender  the  lands  he  had  usurped.  It  became  necessary  to  send 
an  armed  force  to  establish  British  authority.  The  rainy  season 
set  in,  and  the  troops  had  been  but  a  short  time  withdrawn,  when 
on  the  29th  of  May,  1814,  three  of  the  police-stations  were  at* 
tacked  by  the  Ooorkhas ;  the  British  officers  driren  out,  and 
e^hteen  of  our  people  killed. 

The  Bajah  of  Oooridia  at  the  eleventh  hour  was  disposed  for* peace,  but  his  General  Umr  Sing,  (probably  a  Sikh)  writing 
firom  his  camp,  exhorted  his  chief  to  prefer  a  ̂orious  struggle  even 
to  death,  rather  than  consent  to  a  treaty,  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  appealing  to  the  mighty  Emperor  of  China  for  aid. 
Several  appeals  it  is  said  were  made  to  the  court  of  Peking,  on  the 
grounds  of  resenting  the  insult  that  had  been  offered  to  the  supre- 

macy of  the  Emperor  in  Nipal  by  the  British. 
In  one  of  those  solicitations  to  the  Emperor  of  China,  His  Ma- 

jesty was  told  that  the  attack  on  Nipal  is  only  a  preliminary  step 
to  the  invasion  of  Bootan,  Tibet,  and  China.  Another  appeal  asked 
for  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  loan,  to  maintain  the  Goorkha  iurmy, 
and  strongly  urged  lus  celestial  majesty  to  send  a  force  of  200,000 
Chinese  troops,  through  the  Dharma  territory,  into  the  lower  pro- 

vinces of  Bengal.  '^  Consider,^'  says  the  Bajah,  '^if  yon  abandon 
your  dependants,  that  the  English  will  soon  be  masters  of  Lassa.'^ 
(Tibet.) 

The  channel  of  oommunication  between  the  court  of  Peking  and 
Nipal,  was  through  the  Chinese  officers  who  are  stationed  in  Tibet. 
It  subsequently  appeared  that  all  appeals  were  suppressed,  and 
never  reached  Peking,  somewhat  after  the  manner  of  our  appeals 
to  Peking  for  redress. 
A  communication  was  sent  to  all  the  neighbouring  powers^ 

including  the  Chinese,  from  the  Governor-general  of  British  India, 
cautioning  them  against  aiding  the  enemies  of  British  rule*  The 
Chinese  officers  became  alarmed,  and  at  last  sent  one  of  the  Nipal 
appeals  to  Peking  (twelve  were  suppressed.) 

The  Emperor  is  reported  to  have  been  highly  indignant  at  the 
tone  and  language  of  the  Marquis  of  Hastings  in  his  cautionary 
address,  and  exclaims,  '^  these  English  seem  to  look  upon  them- 

selves as  kings,  and  upon  me  as  merely  one  of  their  neighbouring 

Bajahs.^' Three  Chinese  officers  were  dispatched  to  the  seat  of  war,  to 
institute  enquiries ;  and  a  large  army  was  sent  after  them. 
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These  officers  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Gbvemor^general  of 
India,  through  the  Sikhim  Rajah,  who  was  a  faithful  ally  of  the 
British  Oovemment. 

This  address  commenced  with  the  charges  that  had  been  made 

against  the  British  by  the  Ooorkha  Bajah,  and  continues,  ̂ '  such 
absurd  measures  appear  quite  inconsistent  with  the  usual  wisdom 
of  the  English ;  it  is  probable  they  never  made  the  declarations 
imputed  to  them ;  if  they  did,  it  will  not  be  well. 

'^  An  answer  should  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible,  stating  whether 
or  not  the  English  ever  entertained  such  absurd  propositions :  if 
they  did  not,  let  them  write  a  suitable  explanation  to  the  tseang- 

keun,  that  he  may  report  to  the  Emperor/^ 
The  Governor-general  in  his  answer  entered  very  fully  into  the 

real  facts  of  the  case;  and  appealed  to  the  intelligence  of  Chinese 
officers,  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  such  a  measure  by  the  justness 
of  it. 

In  conjunction  with  this  explanation  the  Lama  and  Sikhim 
Bajah,  perfectly  satisfied  these  Chinese  governors  (as  they  styled 
themselves  in  their  address.) 

A  cessation  of  hostilities  had  in  fact  taken  place  before  their 
arrival ;  but  the  treaty  had  not  been  completed.  By  this  treaty 
it  was  intended  that  a  British  resident  should  be  stationed  at 
Katmandu. 

This  salutary  measure  was  deemed  very  objectionable  to  the 
Goorkhas,  (it  is  so  to  all  faithless  governments)  and  an  application 
was  made  to  the  Chinese  commissioners  to  use  their  influence  to 
prevent  so  dire  a  calamity,  but  the  fact  was  these  gentlemen  were 
too  happy  to  be  enabled  to  return  to  their  sovereign,  and  probably 
tell  him  that  the  celestial  army  had  the  desired  effect  of  frightening 
the  barbarian  English  into  terms. 

But  still,  in  this  distant  dependency  of  China  the  ''  dignity  and 
awe-inspiring  influence  of  the  celestiid  monarch,''  must  play  the 
braggart.  Peace  had  happily  taken  place,  and  a  conference  was 
agreed  upon  between  the  Nepaulese  sirdars  and  the  Chinese  com- 

missioners, to  discuss  the  hard  terms  imposed  by  the  British. 
On  the  approach  of  the  sirdars  to  the  commissioners  they  fell 

on  their  knees,  from  which  position  they  rose  by  an  order. 
Portraits  of  former  sirdars  were  brought  forth  by  the  Chinese, 

and  only  one  of  them  corresponded  with  the  sirdars  present. 

The  Chinese  commenced  by  asking,  ̂ ' Where  are  your  Pundys 
and  your  Parsarams  fled  to  ?  And  who  are  these  Thapas  (Bramins) 

that  we  never  before  heard  of?''  The  Chinese  now  pretended  to 
be  quite  enraged,  and  said,  ̂ ^  You  are  a  set  of  rascals :  you  have 
been  always  playing  tricks,  and  have  been  the  ruin  of  many  Bajahs. 
You  once  plundered  Shigatsze  (Tibet,)  without  provocation,  and 
then  you  went  to  war  with  the  English.  Why  did  you  commit  a 
breach  of  faith  ?  You  have  received  your  punishment ;  you  first 
wrote  to  us  of  war  having  been  commenced ;  and  then  you  made 
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peace;  and  now  you  ask  us  for  aid.  What  kind  of  peace  is 

this  ?  But  you  were  never  to  be  depended  on.*'  The  reply  was, 
"  If  you  cannot  afford  us  aid,  give  us  a  letter  to  the  English  that 
will  induce  them  to  leave  Nipal.*'  The  Chinese  said,  ''The  Com- 

missioner has  written  to  inform  us  that  they  sent  their  resident 
with  your  consent ;  and  as  to  what  you  have  stated,  about  the 
English  intentions  on  China,  that  is  false. 

''  You  Gorkhas  think  there  are  no  soldiers  in  the  hills  but  what 
are  in  Nipal.  Pray  at  what  do  you  number  your  fighting-men  ? 
and  to  what  amount  do  you  collect  revenue?  The  former  I  sup- 

pose, cannot  exceed  two  lakhs.'*  The  answer  was,  that  the  number 
of  their  soldiers  was  about  that  mentioned  by  the  commissioners,  and 
that  their  revenue  amounted  to  about  five  lakhs  of  rupees  per  annum. 
'*  You  are  then,'*  said  the  commissioner,  "  a  mi^ty  people  1 " 

It  was  then  intimated  to  the  Nipalese  mission,  to  take  leave. 
Presents  to  the  amount  of  20,000  rupees  were  made  to  the  Nipalese. 
Both  parties  were  dissatisfied  with  the  British  resident  at  Kat- 

mandu, and  mutual  distrust  was  engendered  by  each.  So  that  in 
a  short  time  the  Nipalese  applied  to  our  agent  for  advice  and  aid, 
^ould  the  Chinese  Government  menace  their  territory,  of  which 
they  were  then  very  apprehensive. 

In  a  short  time  after  this,  a  letter  and  presents  were  sent  to  the 
Grovemor-general  of  India  from  these  commissioners,  stating  the 
high  degree  of  satisfaction  they  had  derived  from  the  candid  ex- 
planation  of  the  Governor-general ;  their  dispatch  continues ; 
'*  His  imperial  Majesty,  who  by  God's  blessing  is  well  informed  of 
the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  all  mankind,  reflecting  on  the  good 
faith  and  wisdom  of  the  English  Company,  and  the  firm  friend- 

ship, and  constant  commercial  intercourse  which  has  so  long 
subsisted  between  the  two  nations,  never  placed  any  reliance  on 

the  imputations  put  forward  by  the  Goorkha  Bajah.^^  The 
Emperor  thus  wrote :  "  You  mention  that  you  have  stationed 
a  vakil  in  Nipal ;  this  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence,  but  as  the 
Rajah,  from  his  youth  and  inexperience,  and  from  the  novelty  of 
the  circumstance,  has  imbibed  suspicions,  if  you  would  out  of  kind- 

ness towards  us,  and  in  consideration  of  the  ties  of  friendship, 
withdraw  your  vakil,  it  would  be  better;  and  we  should  feel 

grateful  to  you,'' 
The  Governor-general  in  his  reply  pointed  out  the  necessity  of 

such  an  officer  at  head-quarters,  and  wholly  attributed  the  late 
war  to  the  absence  of  such  a  person ;  and  proceeded  to  say,  *^  The 
habits  of  the  borderers  both  of  the  Nipalese  and  the  British  terri- 

tory, are  rough  and  violent,  hence  frequent  outrages ;  but  if  there 
were  stationed  at  Katmandu  any  accredited  agent  of  the  Emperor 
of  China,  to  whom  this  government  could  with  confidence  recur 
upon  all  matters  of  dispute  arising  between  it  and  the  Nipalese> 
we  should  be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  resident  afe 
a  considerable  expense.     As  the  case  actuaJly  stands,  the  presopc' 
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of  a  British  officer  is  the  main  secnritj  we  hare  for  avoiding 
rences :  this  officer  will  be  instnieted  to  restrict  himself  to  the 
single  care  of  preserving  harmony  between  the  two  states,  and  to 
abstain  from  all  other  interference  in  the  int^nal  or  foreign 

affairs  of  Nipal/' 
The  answer  sent  to  this  well-timed  and  praiseworthy  endeavour 

of  the  Marquis  of  Hastings  to  cultivate  good  feelings^  is  similar 
to  subsequent  fruitless  efforts  made  at  Canton  to  pifevent  the 
shedding  of  blood. 

The  last  paragraph  in  the  Gtovemor-general's  letter,  appears  to 
have  given  the  Tartars  great  dissatisfeu^tion^  and  the  answer  pro* 
oeeds  thus :  "  We  advert/'  say  they,  *'  to  that  part  of  your  letter 
which  desires  us  to  urgQ  our  august  sovereign,  the  Emperor  of 
China,  to  the  appointment  of  a  minister  at  Katmandu,  to  whom 
your  people  and  those  of  Nipal  could  refer  their  affairs  and  thus 
prevent  disagreements.  Be  it  known  to  you,  that  the  Gkx>rkha 
Rajah  has  long  been  a  fiuthful  tributary  of  the  Chinese  Govern- 

ment, and  refers  himself  to  it  whenever  oecasion  requires. 
'^  There  is  therefore  no  need  of  deputing  any  one  thither  from 

this  empire ;  besides,  by  the  grace  and  fiivor  of  Ood,  His  Majesty 
possessing  the  sovereignty  of  the  whole  kingdom  iS  China  and 
other  parts,  does  not  enter  the  dty  of  any  one  without  cause.  If 
it  so  happen  that  his  victorious  forces  take  the  field,  in  such  case, 
after  punishing  the  refractory,  he  in  his  royal  clemency,  restores 
the  transgressor  to  his  throne.  We  have  not  thought  it  our 
duty  to  represent  the  point  to  the  court  of  China,  as  the  matter  is 
opposed  to  the  custom  of  this  empire.  The  frequenters  of  this 
port  of  Canton,  can  inform  your  lordship  that  such  is  not  the 
custom  of  China.  For  the  future  a  proposition  of  this  nature 

should  not  be  introduced  into  a  friendly  dispatch.^' To  return  to  the  narrative  of  affairs  at  Canton*  In  1818  the 

Hong  merchants  became  jealous  of  a  large  number  of  shop-keep- 
ers, who  resided  outside  the  city,  carrying  on  a  trade  with  the 

Company.  Upwards  of  200  of  these  shops  were  therefore  shut  up. 
This  proved  a  manifest  injury  to  the  foreign  trade,  and  vigorous 
efforts  were  made  against  this  restriction  without  any  effect. 

A.D.  1821.  The  boat^s  crew  of  His  Majestys  ship  Topaze,  pro* 
curing  water  at  Linton,  were  attacked  by  the  Chinese ;  fourteen 
Englishmen  weee  wounded,  and  five  Chinese,  one  of  the  latter 
mortally.  The  trade  was  stopped,  and  the  supercargoes,  under 
the  Presidentship  of  Mr.  (now  Sir  James)  Urmston,  left  Canton. 
The  authorities,  however,  repented  when  they  saw  the  English 
fleet  of  merchantmen  pass  the  Bogue;  they  were  requested  to  return^ 
and  trade  was  re-opened^  after  the  Topaze  had  sailed.  That  dia* 
tinguished  servant  of  the  East  India  Company,  Sir  James  Urmston^ 
deserves  high  honour  for  his  conduct  on  this  and  other  occa- 
sioos  in  China.  He  was  knighted  by  patent  for  his  excellent 
judgment  and  sprited  demeanour  in  this  affair. 
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A.B.  1821.  The  ship '  Canmng'  was  fired  into  bj  the  forts  at  the 
Bogae,  and  compelled  to  anchor^  although  she  had  her  **  grand 
chop^'  on  board.  Captain  Patterson  did  not  return  the  fire  for 
this  unprovoked  insult.  On  enquiry,  a  kind  of  i^ology  was 
deemed  sufficient. 

A.D.  1824.  The  Company's  ship  ̂ Earl  Balcarit^  lying  at  anchor, 
was  anoyed  by  a  covered  Chinese  boat,  which  the  Captain  repeat- 

edly warned  off,  and  doing  so,  a  midshipman  threw  a  piece  of  wood 
on  the  mat-covering  of  the  boat.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  the 

same  parties  placed  a  dying  man  in  the  comprador's  boat>  slating 
that  he  had  been  killed  by  the  piece  .of  wood,  and  demsflsding 
3,000  taels  as  compensation,  which  was  afterwards  reduced  to  350 
dollars.  The  Chinese  authorities  could  not,  however,  shut  their 
eyes  to  this  novel  attempt  at  imposition,  as  the  man  was  proved  to 
be  in  a  dying  state,  so  it  caused  no  interruption  to  trade. 

There  is  no  instance  on  record  in  which  resistance  to  injustice 
and  insult,  has  not  been  successful  in  procuring  a  remedy  and  re- 

dress. In  1825,  James  Matheson,  Esq.,  with  becoming  spirit,  and 
at  the  risk  of  his  Hfe,  entered  the  city  of  Canton,  to  obtain  redress 
from  a  most  grievious  and  oppressive  tax.  Merchants  were  not 
permitted  to  have  their  wives  at  Canton,  and  consequently  their 
wives  and  families,  of  such  as  were  married,  rended  at  Macao,  a 
distance  of  many  miles. 

To  pass  from  Canton  to  Macao,  or  vice  yersk,  the  {chop)  permis- 
sion cost  from  300  to  400  dollars,  besides  about  40  dollars  boat- 

hire.  Previous  to  this  the  merchants  had  repeatedly  petitioned 
for  rehef  from  this  iniquitous  tax,  but  no  notice  was  ever  taken 
of  their  eomfdaints.  However,  their  social  miseries  became  too 
great  for  endurance,  and  a  few  merchants  (the  first  and  most  pro- 

minent in  this  hazardous  step  Mr^  M.)  rushed  into  the  city  to 

the  viceroy^s  house,  stated  their  grievances,  in  a  firm  manner 
becoming  British  freemen.  After  the  usual  bombast  and  bluster- 

ing, the  tax  was  abolished,  and  no  chop  required  for  the  future. 

The  "  barbarian  ringleader^^  (Mr.  M.)  had  a  gentle  intimation 
(the  mandarin  passed  his  hand  round  his  neck)  that  he  ought  to 
lose  his  head;  but  with  great  presence  of  mind,  Mr.  M.  seized  the 
linguist,  and  twice  repeated  upon  him  the  same  (Jack  Cade)  o^e- 
Boony. 

A.D.  1829*  The  bankruptcy  of  nearly  all  the  Hong  merchants, 
had  caused  a  serious  falling  off  in  the  trade,  particularly  in  the 
Bengal  cotton  imports.  Various  petitions  were  sent  to  have  the  ten 

bankrupt  Hongs^  places  supplied  by  others,  and  no  notice  being 
taken  of  it,  the  sup^cargoes  suspended  the  trade,  and  detained 
the  annual  fleet.  This  spirited  move  had  a  good  effect,  viz.  re- 

duction of  the  port  charges  on  each  ship,  to  the  extent  of  £170; 
several  new  Hongs  were  appointed,  and  the  merchants  who  were 
married  were  allowed  to  enjoy  the  society  of  their  wives  at  Canton* 

A.D.  1830.      The  important  concession  gained  last  year  with 
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regard  to  the  residence  of  the  merchants'  wives  at  Canton,  was  as 
usual  tried  to  be  done  away  with,  and  the  Chinese  intended  to 

seize  Mrs.  Baynes  and  the  other  English  ladies  residing  at  Can* 
ton.  The  supercargoes  on  being  informed,  procured  150  seamen 
to  protect  their  premises,  who  remained  on  duty  for  more  than 
ten  days,  when  the  Hong  merchants  gave  a  written  undertaking 
that  the  ladies  should  not  be  molested.  Trade  was  still  continued 

as  if  nothing  was  wrong.  The  Court  of  Directors  howcTer  blamed 
the  supercargoes,  and  superseded  Messrs.  Baynes,  Millett,  and 
Bannerman,  who  had  procured  this  important  concession.  The 
Canton  government  therefore  took  courage,  and  banished  the 
English  ladies  from  Canton  at  the  end  of  the  season.  In  fact,  the 
sole  idea  of  the  East  India  Directors  was  the  obtainment  of  tea  and 

its  profits ;  any  indignity,  personal  or  national,  would  not  be  re- 
sented, lest  tea  should  be  refused,  although  all  past  experience  was 

decidedly  adverse  to  such  ignoble  proceedings. 
A.D.  1830.  An  extensive  trade  in  opium  bad  been  carried  on 

for  the  last  ten  years ;  at  first  the  vessels  containing  the  drug,  ge- 
nerally anchored  at  Whampoa.  An  edict  was  now  issued  to  expel 

them,  and  the  ships  moved  to  much  safer  anchorage  off  Lintin,  in 
the  Canton  river.  This  had  the  desired  effect;  a  report  was  sent 
to  the  Emperor  that  the  opium  vessels  had  been  driven  away,  root 
and  branch.  The  viceroy  was  sincere  in  his  determination  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  opium  traffic,  until  he  discovered  that  the  traffic  was 
chiefly  conducted  by  Mandarins>  and  the  boats  that  were  especially 
employed  to  prevent  the  importation^  were  the  carriers  of  the  pro- 

hibited article.  From  fifteen  to  twenty  vessels  lay  off  Lintin,  dis* 
posing  of  the  prohibited  drug,  and  with  the  exception  occasionally 
of  a  fierce  edict,  no  other  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  the  traffic,  as 
it  was  a  source  of  gr^at  profit  to  every  one  of  the  Canton  officials. 

A.D.  1831.  While  the  members  of  the  English  factory  were  at 
Macao,  their  premises  were  forcibly  entered  by  the  authorities, 

and  the  ground  in  front  of  the  Company's  factory  taken  posses- 
sion of.  New  regulations  were  issued  by  the  Chinese  government 

to  guard  against  foreigners.  Merchants  were  not  to  remain  over 
the  winter  at  Canton,  but  go  home  with  their  ships,  or  to  Macao ; 
balances  due  by  Hong  merchants  must  be  paid  in  three  months,  if 
not  the  foreigner  to  prosecute  or  be  debarred  from  all  claim  on  the 
government ;  agreeably  with  ancient  usuage,  Native  servants  such 
as  coolies,  were  permitted,  additional  officers  were  appointed  to 
search  foreigners  on  their  arrival;  foreign  merchants  not  to  sleep 

in  the  Hong  merchants'  factories,  all  foreign  females  coming  to 
Canton  will  be  prosecuted,  and  traitorous  chair-bearers  carrying 
barbarians,  will  be  severely  punished ;  permission  granted  for  three 
foreigners,  no  great  number,  to  present  petitions  at  the  city  gates ; 
but  only  on  the  condition  that  previous  petitions  were  intercepted 
is  the  privilege  granted.     The  foregoing  fresh  restrictions  were 
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resisted^  and  the  keys  of  the  factory  returned  to  the  Chinese 
authorities^  and  again  sent  back  to  them. 

A.D.  1832.  The  Court  of  the  East  India  Company  disapproved 
of  these  proceedings  on  the  part  of  their  servants^  a  circumstance 
which  soon  reached  the  ears  of  the  Canton  authorities.  The  hoppo 
addressed  the  English  private  merchants^  Jardine^  Innes^  and 
others^  telling  them^  their  whining  insolence^  in  threatening  to 
appeal  to  the  Emperor^  was  disregarded^  and  that  they  might  with- 

draw^ and  not  trouble  themselves  to  come  from  so  great  a  distance. 
The  Hong  merchants  were  instructed  to  keep  these  gentlemen 

under  strict  restraint^  and  not  allow  them  to  ''  dun  with  peti- 
tions.^^ A.D.  1833.  Mr.  Innes  had  his  house  nearly  surrounded  with 
fire-wood ;  on  a  representation  no  more  was  placed  there^  but  in  a 
few  days  the  annoyance  was  continued.  Mr.  Innes  waited  on  the 
hoppo^  and  while  in  his  apartments  was  dangerously  wounded. 
Meither  apology  nor  redress  was  offered. 

Efforts  were  made  during  this  and  the  preceding  year  to  open 
a  trade  with  the  northern  ports  of  China^  but  the  home  authori- 

ties at  the  East  India  House  discountenanced  the  attempts.  The 
attention  of  the  Chinese  government  was  wholly  engrossed  with  a 
rebellion  in  the  mountains.  The  governor  (Le)  of  Canton  com- 

manded the  imperial  forces^  of  whom  2,000  were  killed  by  the 
rebels. 

Lord  W.  Bentinck,  then  governor-general  of  India^  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  governor  of  Canton,  detailing  the  injuries  and  insults  that 
British  merchants  were  being  subjected  to  of  late,  and  their 
being  deprived  of  a  landing-place  for  their  goods  at  Canton,  that 
had  been  for  a  long  period  appropriated  to  their  use,  and  for  which 
they  were  paying  rent.  His  Lordship  also  reminded  His  Excel- 

lency of  the  insult  offered  to  the  portrait  of  his  sovereign,  by  the 
governor  of  Canton  forcibly  entering  the  British  factories,  fol- 

lowed by  his  rabble  suite,  and  in  their  presence  ordering  a  chair  to 
be  placed  before  the  picture  of  the  King  of  England,  on  which  he 
purposely  sat,  with  Ins  back  to  the  portrait  to  mark  his  contempt 
of  the  British  nation.  To  this  temperate  letter  no  answer  was 
returned. 

A.D.  1833.  From  a  report  of  a  censor  which  reached  the  Em- 
peror, vigorous  efforts  in  the  shape  of  edicts  were  issued.  The 

drain  of  silver  appears  to  have  roused  the  Emperor,  as  the  censor 
states,  that  from  the  third  to  the  eleventh  year  of  the  Emperors 
reign,  18,000,000  of  taels  weight  of  silver  left  the  country  from 
Canton ;  and  from  the  fourteenth  year  to  the  present  (1834)  more 
than  50,000,000,  and  ten  from  Fuh-keen,  and  the  censor  concludes 

with  a  prayer,  that  the  "  leak  may  be  stopped.^^  The  late  viceroy 
(Le)  failed  in  exterminating  the  rebels,  was  disgraced  and  banished 
to  Tartary.     A  new  governor  having  arrived,  (Lu)  he  issued  a  pro- 
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elamatioii  declaring  ill  veasels  bringing  rice  to  Canton  &ee  of  {Knt- 
charges,  and  permitting  them  to  take  in  ca^o. 

Lord  Napier,  at  tlie  request  of  Hia  Majetty  William  IV^  was 
eent  out  to  Canton  as  raperintendent  t£  the  British  trade.  Tho 

following  is  an  extract  from  Visconnt  Palroerttoa's  instructions. 
"  Your  Lordship  will  announce  jaar  arrival  at  Canton  \ty  letters 

to  the  viceroy.  In  addition  to  the  dul^  of  protecting  and  fostering; 
the  trado  at  Canton,  it  will  be  one  of  your  principal  objects  to  as- 

certain, whether  it  may  not  be  practicable  to  extend  that  trade  to 
other  porta  t^  tht  Chinese  donmaaia.  It  is  obvions  that  with  a 
view  to  the  attainment  of  this  object,  the  eatatlUhmetU  of  direet 
communication  with  the  imperial  court  at  PeJdng  would  be  fwtat 

detirable." 
x.o.  1834.  During  the  discussion  between  the  British  goverb- 

nient  and  the  East  India  Company,  concerning  their  dissolution, 
the  Chinese  government  at  Canton  declared  it  absolutely  necea- 
sary,  that  in  the  event  of  a  dissolution,  a  diief  superintendent 
should  reside  at  Canton,  through  whom  all  commercial  negotia- 

tions should  be  conducted. 

On  the  arrival  of  Lord  Napier  in  China,  agreeably  to  his  instruc- 

tions,' and  the  urgent  demand  of  the  government  <^  Canton,  a  let- 
ter was  directed  to  the  governor  iatiioating  his  lordship's  arrival. 

Previous  to  this,  intrigue  had  been  busy  at  work  between  the 
Hong  merchants  and  the  authorities,  the  former  claiming  to  be 
the  medium  of  communication ;  in  this  they  were  disappointed. 

Lord  Napier's  letter  was  n^ected,  six  special  edicts  were  issued  de- 
nouncing him  as  a  "  barbarian  eye,"  and  as  an  "  English  devil." 

Happening  to  arrive  at  night,  the  authorities  considered  his 
coming  a  clandestine  stealing  into  Canton.  Another  edict  stated 

that  the  "  barbarian  eye,"  must  not  be  allowed  to  loiter  about ; 
but  depart  to  Macao,  as  soon  as  bis  business  is  over. 

The  following  insulting  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  governor 
of  Canton,  on  the  arrival  of  Lord  Napier  in  China : — 

"  A  lawless  foreign    slave,  Napier,  has  issued  a  notice.     We 
know  not  how  such  a  dog  barbarian  of  an  outside  nation  as  yoo, 
can  have  the  presumption  to  call  yourself  superintendent.     Being 

an  outside  savage  superintendent,  and  a  person  in  an  official  situ- 
ation, you  should  have  some  knowledge  of  propriety  and  law. 

You  have  passed  over  10,000  miles,  in  order  to  seek  a  livelihood ; 
you  have  cume   to  our  Celestial  Empire  to  trade  and   control 
affairs — can  you  not  obey  well  the  regulations  of  the  empire  P 

"  ''^"U  presume  to  break  through  the  barrier  passes,  going  out 
at  your  pleasure,  a  great  infringement  of  the  rules  and  pro- 

as.      According  to  the    laws   of   the    nation,    the   royal 
t  should  be   respectfully  requested   to  behead  you;  and 
expose  (your  head)  to  the  multitude,  as  a  terror  to  perverse 

tions." t,  August  15th,    Eonr  edicts  against  Lewd  Napier  were  in 
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the  possession  of  the  Hong  merchants^  and  seeing  no  chance  of 
their  becoming  the  medium  of  communication^  they  tried  the  old 
plan  of  stopping  the  trade. 
The  governor  issued  an  edict  on  the  18th^  stating  he  had  no 

means  of  knowing  whether  the  ̂ '  barbarian  eye^'  was  a  merchant 
or  an  officer.  But  in  compassion,  and  with  a  view  of  preventing 

misery  to  the  '' barbarians'^  by  stopping  their  trade,  he  announced 
that  he  could  bring  his  mind  to  bear  it.  But  in  no  ̂ way  would 
the  governor  recognise  or  learn  the  nature  of  the  new  superin- 

tendents instructions. 
These  repeated  insults,  and  stoppages  of  trade,  induced  Lord 

Napier  to  publish  in  the  Chinese  language  "  a  true  and  official 
document,'^  in  order  to  exhibit  the  relations  between  Oreat  Britain and  China. 

Lord  Napier's  firmness  in  not  establishing  a  bad  precedent,  had 
the  effect  of  bringing  matters  to  a  crisis.  An  edict  was  issued 
denouncing  all  Natives,  who  would  trade  or  serve  the  English 
barbarians  either  in  Macao  or  Canton,  which  had  the  desired 
effect. 

The  governor  of  Canton  dispatched  a  lengthy  document  to  the 
Emperor,  wherein  he  relates  the  new  state  of  affairs,  and  that  he  had 
given  notice  for  one  responsible  person  to  be  stationed  to 

superintend  the  trade  j  that  a  "  barbarian  eye"  had  arrived  in  a 
ship  of  war,  with  a  crew  of  190  persons,  and  also  that  he  had  a 
family,  wife  and  children,  all  settled  in  Macao.  The  governor 

then  proceeded  to  say,  "  I,  your  Majesty's  minister,  have  ordered 
him  to  communicate  with  the  Hong  merchants.  The  barbarian 
eye  would  not  see  the  Hong  merchants ;  but  presented  a  letter  to 
me;  on  which  was  written  'the  great  English  nation/  It 
appears  to  me  essential  to  keep  apart  the  central  and  the  outside 
(people)  and  what  is  of  the  highest  importance  is  a  mainte- 

nance of  dignity  and  sovereignty.  Although  he  may  be  an  officer 
(the  truth  of  which  I  cannot  ascertain)  he  cannot  write  letters  on 
equality  with  the  frontier  officers  of  the  Celestial  Empire.  And 
as  to  presenting  letters  concerns  the  national  dignity,  it  is  only 
petitions  that  Moll  be  received  on  matters  connected  with  com- 

merce. Again  considering  that  he  was  stupid  and  unpolished, 
having  come  from  without  the  bounds  of  civilisation,  I  had  the 
laws  explained  to  him,  but  he  is  stubborn,  perverse,  and  extremelj 
obstinate.  It  was  hoped  that,  by  the  truth  and  severity  of  reason, 
his  brute-Uke  fierceness  might  be  reformed.  But  the  barbarian 
would  not  peruse  the  official  edict. 

*'A  third  time  I  consulted  with  your  Majesty^s  minister  Ke; 
and  ive  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  common  disposition  of 
the  English  barbarians  is  ferocious,  and  what  they  trust  in  is  the 
strength  of  their  ships,  but  should  he  provoke  us  he  will  be  power- 

less ;  it  is  manifest,  care  must  be  taken  in  order  to  break  down 
their  minds  to  submission. 
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''  The  Hoppo's  receipts  from  the  barbarian  English  has  not  been 
more  than  600,000  taels,  and  the  loss  of  this  does  not  affect  the 

imperial  treasury  the  value  of  a  hair  or  a  feather's  down.  But 
these  barbarians  are  by  nature  insatiably  ayaridous,  and  the  more 
indulgence  shown  to  them  the  more  overbearing  do  they  become. 
In  1808  and  1829  their  trade  was  stopped ;  they  humbly  supplicated. 
This  is  clear  proof  that  the  said  nation  cannot  be  without  a  traffic 
with  the  central  land,  their  country  exists  by  commerce^  so  they 

will  not  continue  perverse.^' 
The  document  is  of  considerable  length,  full  of  misstatements 

calculated  to  mislead  the  Peking  Government,  and  demonstrates 
the  evil  effects  of  a  timid  and  vacillating  policy  on  a  people  like 
the  Chinese  and  their  government. 

On  this  as  on  other  occasions,  they  were  not  unwilling  to  lose  the 
profits  of  the  Canton  trade,  but  they  also  feared  the  effects  of  its 
stoppage  on  the  poorer  classes  in  Canton.  In  a  memorial  to  the 

Emperor  about  this  time  from  the  viceroy,  he  says,  ̂ ^  in  Canton 
there  are  several  hundred  thousands  of  poor  unemployed  people, 
who  have  heretofore  earned  their  livelihood  by  trading  in  foreign 
merchandize.  If  in  one  day  they  should  lose  the  means  of  gaining 

a  livelihood,  the  evil  consequences  to  the  place  would  be  great.'' 
1834.  Every  effort  was  tried  by  Lord  Napier  to  obtain  an  inter- 

view with  the  governor  of  Canton,  either  personally  or  by  letter, 
and  the  only  answer  ever  given  was  by  designating  his  lord- 

ship 'laboriously  vile.''  No  means  of  annoyance  that  it  was 
possible  to  conceive  but  were  given  to  the  new  commission. 

August  1st. — The  excellent  Dr.  Morriscm  died. 
September  7th. — H.M.  ships  "  Imogene  and  Andromache,"  in 

passing  Anson's  Bay  were  fired  on.  The  firing  lasted  two  days  ; 
and  the  loss  on  the  side  of  the  British  was  two  men  killed,  and 
some  trifling  damage  to  the  rigging,  although  the  Chinese  had 
115  guns  mounted,  and  the  frigates  were  not  200  yards  from 
the  Bogue  forts. 

19th. — It  was  mutually  agreed  between  the  British  merchants 
and  the  Hong  merchants,  that  Lord  Napier  should  retire  to 
Macao,  and  that  the  trade  should  be  resumed. 

Notwithstanding  his  lordship's  dangerous  state,  with  regard  to 
his  health,  every  impediment,  delay,  and  annoyance  w.  ere  thrown  in 
his  way  on  his  journey  to  Macao,  where  he  died  from  fatigue, 
climate  and  anxiety  (oh  llfea  October,  in  the  forty-eighth 
year  of  his  age)  much  respected  by  alt  who  had  the  happiness  of 
knowing  him. 

Mr.  John  Francis  Davis  having  succeeded  the  late  Lord  N^ier, 
wrote  to  the  Home  Government,  stating  his  objection  to  an  em- 

bassy to  Peking. 
Mr.  Davis,  a  native  of  India,  had  been  aU  his  life  at  Canton,  of  a 

recluse  habit  and  small  mind,  and  was  totally  unfit,  for  acting  on 
European  and  statesmanlike  views.    A  proclamation  was  issued  by 
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the  ̂ v^rnof  of  Gamton^  cautioning  the  Hong  mercbants  against 
aiding  the  foreigners  in  vice,  and  ruining  the  morals  of  the  people. 
The  proclatnation  attributed  the  most  (hHous  crimes  to  the  English, 
in  order  to  low^  them  in  the  estimastion  of  the  people. 

November  Ist^^— Aii  imperial  edict,  directing  the  Hong  mer* 
chants  to  have  a  letter  sent  to  England  to  cause  another  superin- 

tendent to  be  appointed,  in  accordance  with  the  old  regulations, 
althoi^h  the  authoriti)0s  had  reftised  to  receive  or  recognise  Lord 
Napier. 

A. D.  1835.  The  ship 'Argyle^  from  Bengal,  in  stormy  weather  was 
driven  on  the  Chinese  coast ;  the  captain  sent  twelve  of  his  men  to 
procure  a  pilot;  the  boat  and  crew  were  taken  possession  of,  and 
a  sum  of  500  dollars  demanded  for  their  restoration ;  two  of  the 
parties  actually  arrived  at  Canton  to  receive  the  amount. 

The  boat  and  crew  were  captured  on  the  21st  January,  and  no 
time  was  lost  in  acquainting  the  authorities  with  the  whole  cir- 

cumstance. Captain  Elliot  and  others,  were  grossly  insulted  in 
presenting  a  letter  stating  the  facts ;  this  letter  they  would  not 
receive,  but  its  contents  were  verbally  intimated,  and  it  is  supposed 
to  be  acted  on,  foat  the  men  were  restored  on  the  20th  February. 

February  23rd.— -Several  tons  of  chests  of  opium  taken  from 
smugglers,  were  publicly  consumed.  In  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
an  EngUsh  ship  of  war  to  protect  our  commerce,  it  may  be  stated 
that  the  English  barque  Tkrougkton  was  plundered  within  fifty 
miles  of  Macao,  and  the  captain  and  crew  dangerously  wounded. 
This  occurred  on  the  5th  July,  1835.  No  one  was  punished  by 
the  Chinese. 

A.n.  1886.  The  last  year  passed  off  quietly.  The  superintendent 
writing  to  Lord  Palmerston  congratulates  his  lordship  on  the  suc- 

cess of  his  quiescent  policy.  The  superintendent  rejoiced  to  say 
that  every  thing  manifested  a  state  of  uninterrupted  tranquillity 
and  peace.  This  letter  is  dated  December  10th,  1836.  It  was 
the  (»lm  that  precedes  the  storm. 

On  29th  January,  1836,  Sir  G.  B.  Bobinson  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
Pafanerston,  stated  that  it  was  most  desirable  to  establish  the 
commission  in  Canton,  but  that  he  believed  it  impossible  to  do  so 
in  an  honourable  and  satis&ctory  manner,  except  by  force  of  arms« 

Sir  George  proceeded  to  say,  '^the  Chinese  have  but  one  object; 
that  is,  to  prevent  our  establishingourselves  permanently  at  Canton.'' 

February  8th. — ^Captain  Elliot  concerted  measures  to  recover 
the  crew  of  the  Argyle. 

July  22nd.— ̂ Lord  Palmerston's  letter  to  Captain  Elliot  advised 
him  to  hold  no  communication  with  any  but  officers  of  the  Chinese 
government,  aaid  that  on  no  account  should  his  written  communi- 

cations with  the  Chinese  government  assume  the  name  of  petitions. 
December. — Captain  Elliot  having  succeeded  Sir  G.  Robin- 

son as  chief  superintendent,  endeavoured  to  open  a  communication 
with  the  Chinese  authorities,  by  making  use  of  the  Chinese 

n  2 
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duttaeter  Pin  as  a  superscription*  This  character  in  the  Chinese 
language^  intimates  that  the  writer  is  inferior  to  the  person  written 
to.  It  was  sent  to  the  Hong  merchants  to  be  forwarded.  This 
address  drew  from  the  governor  a  pnblic  document  ordering 
Captain  EUiot  to  depart  to  Macao,  and  await  his  further  pleasure. 

A.n.  1837.  The  governor  of  Canton  permits  Captain  Elliot  to 
return  to  Canton  to  hold  the  reins  otforeiffners. 

February  7th. — Captain  Elliot  writes  to  the  home  government 
that  certain  British  merchants  have  been  ordered  to  quit  China 
on  account  of  their  trading  in  opium. 

April  1837.  The  governor  of  Canton  endeavoured  to  have 

Captain  Elliot's  communication  sent  open  through  the  Hong 
merchants.  The  very  plausible  pretext,  was  lest  the  new  super- 

intendent would  use  improper  words,  and  be  ''puffed  up  with  his 
own  imagination.'^ Captain  Elliot  made  a  firm  stand  against  this  new  attempt,  and 
was  successful.  His  conduct  met  with  the  approbation  of  Lord 

Palmerston,  who  ordered  him  to  discontinue  the  word  ''  Ptn''  in future. 
From  the  frequent  piracies  in  and  about  Canton  and  Macao,  it 

was  necessary  to  have  one  or  more  of  H.M.  ships  of  war  con- 
venient, to  be  in  communication  with  the  superintendent. 

29th  September. — ^The  local  authorities  of  Canton  impose  a 
duty  on  Captain  Elliot,  which  his  powers  would  not  permit  Iiim 
to  perform,  viz.,  to  drive  away  all  merchants  and  merchant  vessels 
dealing  in  opium ;  the  vessels  were  anchored  out  of  his  jurisdic- 

tion, aiid  according  to  the  edict  of  the  governor  had  permanently 
anchored  at  Whampoa,  Lintin,  and  other  land-locked  places 
since  the  year  1821. 

A.D.  1838.  Admiral  Maitland  arrived  in  Her  Majesty's  ship,  Wel- 
lesley,  74,  and  Captain  Elliot  addressed  the  governor  of  Canton, 

acquainting  him  with  the  peaceful  visit  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  and  requesting  the  governor  to  send  an  officer  to  visit  the 
Admiral. 

July  28th. — During  this  correspondence  a  Captain  Middlemist 
was  proceeding  from  Hong  Kong  to  Canton,  in  the  Bombay  passage-^ 
boat,  and  was  fired  at  several  times  from  the  batteries,  and  at  last 
boarded  by  a  mandarin,  who  said  he  was  in  search  for  Admiral 
Maitland,  his  women,  or  soldiers. 

August  4th. — The  Chinese  Admiral  addressed  a  long  complaint 
against  Captain  Elliot  to  Admiral  Maitland,  stating,  ''  that  as  the 
Captain  had  discontinued  in  his  letters  the  word  (pin),  '  humble 
address,'  and  substituted  (skusin),  ̂   letters  of  intelligence,'  his 
communications  were  rejected.  The  motive  of  these  war-vessels 
coming  to  the  Celestial  Empire  was  demanded." 

August  6th. — Chinese  officials  were  sent  on  board  the  "  Wel- 
lesley,"  to  disavow  in  writing  all  sanction  of  the  Chinese  Admiral, 
ns  to  the  firing  on  the  Bombay,  in  search  of  Admiral  Maitland. 
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The  British  Admiral  stated^  that  as  the  trade  was  open^freqnent  visits 
of  British  war-ships  would  arrive  in  China  with  peaceful  intentions. 
December  12th. — An  attempt  was  made  to  execute  a  criminal  in 

front  of  the  European  factories ;  this  gross  insult  was  met  with  be- 
coming spirit^  and  prevented ;  but  not  without  a  riot. 

December  31st. — Captain  Elliot  resumed  his  correspondence 
with  the  Chinese  authorities,  and  took  on  himself  the  responsibility 
of  using  the  character  Pin. 

A.D.  1839,  January. — The  trade  of  Canton  re-opened  to  fo- 
reigners. 

A  proposition  for  legalising  the  sale  of  opium,  rejected  by  the 
imperial  council. 

February  26th. — ^A  Chinese  accused  of  dealing  in  opium  was 
strangled  in  front  of  the  foreign  factories.  All  the  foreign  flags 
thereupon,  were  hauled  down.  Captain  Elliot  sent  a  remonstrance 
against  this  insult  to  the  governor  of  Canton. 
March  1 8th.^ — Two  edicts  were  issued,  reqidring  all  the  opium 

in  the  store-ships  to  be  surrendered,  and  bonds  to  be  given  by  the 
owners  that  they  would  never  bring  any  more,  on  penalty  of  death. 
Three  days  were  given  for  a  reply. 

21st. — ^All  foreigners  were  forbidden  to  go  to  Macao ;  communi* 
cation  with  Whampoa  was  cut  off,  and  the  factories  surrounded 
with  soldiers. 

22nd. — Mr.  Dent,  (the  largest  holder  of  opium)  was  invited  to 
go  to  the  city  gates ;  after  due  deliberation  a  compliance  with  this 
request  was  deemed  unsafe. 

24th. — Captain  Elliot  demanded  passports.  Provisions  were 
stopped,  and  a  triple  cordon  of  boats  placed  in  front  of  the  factories. 

March  26th. — Captain  Elliot  received  commands  from  the  chief 
commissioner  Lin,  to  deliver  over  all  opium  in  the  possession  of 
British  subjects,  which  he  consented  to  do,  viz. :  20,283  chests. 
— (See  chapter  on  the  opium  trade). 
May  23rd. — Up  to  this  period,  Europeans  were  detained  in  their 

factories  at  Canton. 

May  24th. — Captain  Elliot  retired  from  Canton,  leaving  not 
more  than  twenty-seven  foreigners  behind  him.  The  Anne  Jane, 
was  the  last  British  ship  in  port,  she  completed  her  cargo  and 
sailed  for  England.  Captain  Elliot  had  declared  that  he  would 
use  all  his  influence  to  prevent  ships  entering,  and  on  the  other 
hand.  Commander  Lin,  was  most  desirous  that  vessels  should  enter, 
provided  their  owners  would  sign  a  bond  never  more  to  bring  opium. 

June. — The  long  delayed  edict  arrived,  authorising  Commander 
Lin  to  destroy  the  opium,  and  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  say 
that,  '^  this  affair  has  been. extremely  well  managed/^  The  prefect 
of  Canton  gave  a  receipt  for  the  whole  amount,  viz. :  20,283  chests. 

September  5th. — The  following  notice  was  addressed  to  the 
Chinese  people,  by  Captain  Elliot,  in  order  to  manifest  his  peace- 

ful intentions : — 
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"  The  men  of  the  En^ish  natum  desire  nothing  but  pieace ;  bat 
thef  cannot  submit  to  he  poUcmed  aad  starved.  The  imperial 
cruisers  they  have  no  wish  to  molest  or  impede ;  but  thej  must 
not  prevent  the  people  from  selling.  To  deprive  men  of  food  is 

the  act  only  of  the  unfriendly  and  hostile/' 
September  11th. — Captain  Smilli  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Yolage^ 

issued  a  public  notice  (^  his  intention  to  establish  a  blockade  of 
the  river  and  part  of  Canton. 

November  3rd. — ^An  action  took  place  off  Chuenpeei  in  which 
twenty-nine  junks  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Kwan^  were  dis- 

persed by  two  of  our  frigates^  who  might  have  destroyed  the  whole 
of  the  junks.  Such  of  the  British  merchants  as  bad  retired  to 
Hong  Kong,  in  a  merchant  vessel,  were  cannonaded  firgm  the  op- 

posite mainland;  they  therefore  retired  to  Tonkoo  bay,  and  Liatin 
anchorages. 

A.D.  1840,  January. — ^The  chief  portion  ci  the  British  subjects in  China,  were  on  board  vessels  at  the  anchorage  of  Tonkoo^ 
others  were  with  their  families  at  Macao. 

Some  idea  of  the  humiliating  position  of  the  British  in  China 

may  be  formed,  when  the  Queen  of  England^s  representative  was 
compelled  to  ask  permission  in  the  name  of  h^  Majesty,  to  deposit 
some  merchandise  in  warehouses  at  Mac^o,  upon  paying  the  duties ; 

''  this  request  was  refused." 
January  8th. — Captain  Smith  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Volage  is- 

sued a  public  notice  that  he  would  blockade  th^  river  and  port  of 
Canton  on  the  15th  instant. 

The  14th  brought  an  edict  from  the  Emperor^  approving  of  all 
that  bad  been  done,  and  ordering  a  distinction  to  be  m.ade  in  the 
future  treati9ent  between  the  English  and  other  nations.  As  to 
the  petty  duties  paid  by  the  English,  it  was  not  to  be  deemed 
worth  a  consideration.  Foreigners  of  other  nations  were  ordered 
to  be  submissive,  bat  if  they  sheltered  or  protected  the  EOiglish,  or 
conveyed  them  or  their  property  into  Chinese  harbours,  their  pun- 

ishment would  be  great. 
March. — The  Portuguese  commerce  with  Canton,  which  had 

been  stopped  some  months  previousi  for  harbouring  English  ladies 
and  their  children,  was  re-opened. 

May. — ^New  regulations  were  issued  for  the  port  of  Canton  and 
Macao,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  prodnee  or  manu- 
facture. 

May  22nd. — The  British  ship  Hellas,  while  becalmed  was  attack- 
ed by  eight  junks.    The  captain  and  crew  were  all  wounded. 
June  9th. — An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  burn  the  Bri- 

tish fleet,  by  means  of  fire  raftif.  This  month  brought  her  Ma- 

jesty's ships  '^  Alligator/'  "  Wellesley,''  and  the  steamer  "  Mada- 
gascar.'' Sir  J.  G.  Bremer  gave  public  notice  of  the  blockade  of 

the  Canton  river.  Captain  Elliot  issued  notice  that  the  Queen  of 
England  had  appointed  high  ofiQcers,  to  make  known  the  true  state 
of  affairs  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
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Jane  30th. — ^The  British  expedition  arrived,  amounting  to  fif- 
teen ships  of  war,  four  steamers,  twenty-five  transports,  and  about 

4000  land  forces. 

July. — Proclamations  were  extensively  issued  by  the  Chinese 
authorities,  calling  on  all  fishermen  to  bring  their  wives  and  fami- 

lies to  Canton,  where  they  would  be  fed  and  protected,  while  they 
were  engaged  in  exterminating  the  English. 

The  following  scale  of  rewards  was  also  published,  so  ignorant 
were  the  Chinese  authorities  of  our  strength.  For  every  English 
eighty-gun  ship  delivered  over  to  the  government,  20,000  dollars ; 
for  the  entire  destruction  of  each  large  ship,  10,000  dollars ;  for 
English  merchant-ships,  delivered,  the  entire  cargo,  except  the  guns 
and  opium ;  for  each  naval  commander,  5,000  dollars ;  for  their 
slaughter,  one  third  less ;  for  white  English  prisoners,  100  doUars ; 
and  one  fifth  for  their  slaughter.  For  coloured  people  a  reward 
will  be  given ;  and  the  magistrate  will  give  20  dollars  for  each  one 
coloured  person  killed.  So  little  confidence  was  reposed  in  those 
who  were  to  go  forth  to  earn  these  rewards,  that  it  was  stipulated 
their  families  should  be  lefi;  as  a  guarantee  that  they  would  not 
assist  the  English. 

Every  means  failed  to  arrange  matters  with  the  Chinese  authori- 
ties ;  under  these  circumstances,  there  was  no  alternative  but  to 

awaken  the  Emperor  and  the  ministers  to  a  sense  of  justice. 
The  whole  tenor  of  Lord  Palmerston's  instructions  was  to  de- 

mand reparation  for  past  injuries,  and  some  security  for  the  future; 
80  far  from  intimidating  the  government  by  a  display  of  our  ships 
of  war  in  the  Chinese  waters,  for  nearly  two  years  and  a  half,  and 
not  until  Captain  Douglas,  at  his  own  expense,  brought  guns  from 
Singapore^  and  manned  his  vessel,  was  there  any  defensive  means 
at  the  command  of  the  superintendent  of  British  interests  in  China. 

The  critical  state  of  affairs  now,  however,  engaged  the  serious 

consideration  of  her  Majesty^s  government^  and  also  that  of the  merchants  and  others  interested  in  the  trade  and  intercourse 
with  China.  An  able  document,  containing  seventeen  clauses, 
was  drawn  up  by  a  committee  of  merchants  in  London,  in  1840, 

and  presented  to  her  Majesty's  government.  The  following  is  the 
seventeenth  clausei  and  deserves  notice,  because  it  formed  the  basis 
of  the  treaty  which  was  prepared  at  the  Board  of  Trade  in  White- 

hall, by  Mr.  Poulet  Thompson,  (afterwards  Lord  Sydenham)  and 
Mr.  Deacon  Hume,  which  treaty  was  sent  out  to  China  by  Lord 
Palmerston,  to  Captain  Elliot,  for  his  guidance,  and  which  was 
finally  ratified  at  Nankin,  as  will  be  subsequently  shown.  The. 
treaty,  however,  signed  in  1842,  is  more  restrictive  than  these 
moderate  suggestions  in  1840.  If  credit  be  due  to  any  for 
framing  the  treaty  of  Nankin,  it  is  due  to  Mr.  (now  Sir  George) 
Larpent,  Mr.  J.  Abel  Smith,  and  Mr.  Crawford,  as  is  thus  satis- 

factorily proved : 
17th.  "  In  the  future  conduct  of  the  trade  it  would  be  most  de- 

sirable to  obtain  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  Chinese,  permitting— 
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Int.  '' Admitnon  not  only  to  Canton^  bat  to  certain  ports  to 
the  northward^  say  ̂ moy.  Fuh-oho-foO|  Ningpo^  and  the  Yang- 
che-keang  and  Kwan-chou,  situated  betweeii  the  29th  and  82nd 
degrees  of  north  ktitude^  near  the  silk^  nankin^  and  tea  districts ; 
and  it  is  on  this  coast  that  the  chief  demand  for  British  woollens^ 
long-ells^  and  camlets  exists. 

2nd.  "  Commercial  relations  to  be  maintained  at  these  places 
or  at  Canton,  generally  with  the  Chinese  natives ;  but  if  the  trade 
be  limited  to  certain  hongs,  which  we  most  strongly  deprecate, 
then  the  government  to  be  guarantees  of  the  solvency  of  such  par- 

ties so  chosen  by  it. 

8rd.  '^  The  British  subjects  in  China  carrying  on  a  legitimate 
trade,  shall  not  be  treated  by  the  government  or  its  officials  as  in- 

feriors, but  be  left  Aree  in  their  social  and  domestic  relations  to 
adopt  European  customs,  to  possess  warehouses,  and  to  have  their 
wives  and  families  with  them,  and  to  be  under  the  protection  of 
the  Chinese  laws  from  insult  and  oppression. 

4th.  *^  That  a  tariff  of  duties,  inwards  and  outward3^  be  fixed 
and  agreed  upon  by  the  British  and  Chinese  governments,  and  no 
alteration  be  made  by  any  mutual  consent. 

5th.  .  '*  That  the  Queen's  representative,  as  superintendent  of 
the  trade,  be  allowed  direct  communication  with  the  emperor  and 
his  ministers,  as  well  as  with  the  local  authorities ;  and  that  he  be 
permitted  to  reHde  at  Pekin,  or  at  a  given  port,  for  the  protection 
of  British  subjects,  and  the  regulation  of  the  trade. 

6th.  "  That  in  the  event  of  any  infraction  of  the  Chinese  laws, 
the  punishment  for  the  same  shall  be  confined  to  the  offender ;  and 
British  subjects  shall  not  be  considered  responsible  for  acts  of  each 
other,  but  each  man  for  his  own— the  innocent  not  being  con- 

founded with  the  guilty. 

7th.  ''That  supposing  the  Chinese  to  refrise  opening,  their 
ports  generally,  the  cession  by  purchase,  or  otherwise,  of  an  island 
be  obtained,  upon  which  a  British  factory  could  be  established. 

''  Upon  terms  such  as  these,  the  British  trade  with  China,  could, 
we  think,  be  carried  on  with  credit  and  advantage  to  this  country ; 
and  if  force  must  be  used  to  obtain  them,  we  cannot  believe  that 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  the  European  community  in  gene- 

ral, would  offer  any  objection  to  its  exercise ;  at  least,  we  humbly 
suggest  that  the  adoption  of  this  course  is  worth  the  trial,  for  if  it 
be  not  followed,  the  only  alternative  seems  to  be  the  abandonment 
of  this  important  and  growing  commerce  to  smugglers  and  to 
piracy. ''We  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  "  G.  G.  de  H.  Larpent. "John  Abel  Smith. 
"W.  Crawford." 

[See  Canton  Register  of  23rd  February,  1841,  for  the  whole 
of  this  document]. 
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The  circumBtancefl  attending  an  early  encounter^  prove  that  the 
Chinese  have  much  to  learn  in  national  intercourse. 

The  '  Blonde/  Captain  Bourchier^  was  sent  to  the  harbour  of 
Amoj,  to  endeavour  to  hand  a  letter  from  the  English  naval  com- 
mander-in-cfaiefy  to  the  Chinese  admiral  who  was  stationed  there. 
Fearing  that  the  '  Blonde'  would  be  fired  on,  notwithstanding  her 
white  flag^  the  commander  instructed  Mr.  Thom  to  draw  up  a  do- 

cument in  the  Chinese  language,  relative  to  the  use  of  that  emblem, 
as  understood  by  all  civilized  nations. 

The  Chinese  who  visited  the  '  Blonde'  were  made  acquainted 
with  this  document^  and  took  it  on  shore ;  Mr.  Thom,  the  inter- 

preter, was  then  sent  to  deliver  the  letter  to  the  admiral,  or  some 
other  officer. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  boat  had  a  narrow  escape,  they  were 

fired  at,  and  the  only  luiswer  received  was  "  off,  off/* 
The  same  scene  was  acted  the  second  day,  with  no  better  effect ; 

no  one  could  be  found  to  accept  of  the  letter,  although  there  were 
only  five  men  and  boys,  all  unarmed,  with  Mr.  Thom. 

1840,  July  2nd.  In  the  meantime,  the  commander  observed 
that  preparations  were  makipg  on  shore  to  attack  the  frigate,  and 
several  large  junks  had  been  towed  down  from  the  harbour,  and 
were  being  mounted  with  cannon  and  soldiers.  Captain  Bourchier 
seeing  this  wanton  attack  on  a  defenceless  boat,  got  the  after-guns 
of  the  frigate  to  command  the  beach,  so  that  when  the  Chinese 
troops  were  just  on  the  point  of  firing,  a  couple  of  thirty-two  pound 
shot  came  tumbling  in  among  them,  which  soon  made  them  cease 
their  attempt  on  the  jolly  boat.  The  result  of  their  hostilities,  and 
the  cowardly  attack  on  the  boat,  was  that  the  guns  of  the  Blonde 
were  directed  with  terrific  effect  upon  the  batteries  and  war  junks 
for  nearly  two  hours ;  the  fort  was  riddled  and  nearly  unroofed, 
but  could  not  be  destroyed,  as  it  was  bomb  proof  and  well  built. 

The  attack  was  intended  to  impress  on  the  people  the  true  na- 
ture of  the  expedition,  viz : — ^that  the  quarrrel  was  with  their  rulers 

alone,  and  not  with  them,  and  hostilities  having  originated  con- 
cerning a  'white  flag*  it  ought  in  future  to  be  recognised  as  an 

emblem  of  peace.  The  '  Blonde'  might  have  destroyed  Amoy. 
She  proceeded  to  report  the  circumstance  to  the  Admiral. 

Our  fleet  proceeded  to  Chusan,  which  Lord  Jocelyn  speaks  of  as 

a  ''beautiful  harbour,  the  suburbs  run  parallel  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  form  a  wharf,  along  which  was  seen  a  forest  of  merchant 

crafl.'' 
Sir  G.  Bremer  having  preceded  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  com- 

mi8sioners,'saLled  for  Tinghai  the  capital  of  the  island  of  Chusan, 
on  board  the  'Wellesley'  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the town  within  six  hours. 

The  summons  addressed  to  the  people  stated  that  no  injury  was 
intended  to  them,  but  that  their  rulers  at  Canton  acted  improperly^ 
and  redress  was  sought.  The  Chumpin  (Admiral)  and  some  others, 

visited  the  '  Wellesley ' ;  Sir  G.  Bremer  impressed  on  them  the 
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necessity  of  yieldii^,  and  requested  them  to  consider  the  matter 
well ;  they  promised  to  do  so,  and  he  gave  them  until  the  follow- 

ing morning  to  think  over  it. 
Sunday  momingj  6th  July^  it  appeared  to  all  on  board  that 

vigorous  efforts  had  been  making  on  the  previous  nighty  in  throw- 

ing up  defences ;  and  a  message  was  sent  that  at  two  o'clock,  p.m. 
a  gmx  would  be  fired  firom  the  *  Wdlesley/  and  if  replied  to,  that 
would  be  a  signal  for  further  hostilities. 

The  British  men-of-war  were  lying  in  a  line,  at  a  distance  of 
two  hundred  yards  firom  the  wharf.  They  consisted  of  the  '  Wel- 
lesley/  74;  'Conway  and  AIligat(»r/ 28 ;  ' Cruizer  and  Algerine,' 
18  j  and  ten  gun-brigs.  At  half-past  two  the  'Wellesley'  fired 
a  gun  at  the  tower :  this  was  returned  by  the  whole  line  of  junks, 
and  the  guns  on  the  hill ;  the  shipping  opened  their  broadsides 
upon  the  town  and  made  sad  havock  in  a  few  minutes,  when  the 
debarkation  of  the  troops  commenced.  Within  two  hours  of 
leaving  the  ships,  the  Madras  artillery  had  four  guns  in  a  good 
position,  commanding  the  town,  and  the  British  flag  was  hoisted 
under  a  salute.  Evening  was  fast  approaching,  and  further  pro- 

ceedings were  deferred  until  the  following  day ;  but  the  Chinese 

kept  up  firing  at  intervals,  until  near  ten  o'clock  at  nighU 
To  stop  this,  a  few  shells  were  thrown  into  the  city,  which  killed 

the  civil  magistrate ;  the  governor,  under  the  pretence  of  taking  a 
bath,  drowned  himself. 

July  the  6th.  Before  sun-rise  it  was  discovered  that  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  suburbs  of  Tinghae,  where  the  troops  had  been 
quartered,  among  some  extensive  stores  of  spirits  (samshoo.) 

Whether  the  fire  was  accidental  or  malicious  was  never  ascer- 
tained. It  was  probably  designed  by  the  authorities.  The  British 

authorities  made  every  exertion  to  suppress  the  flames. 
July  7th.  Admiral  Elliot  arrived,  and  his  first  act  was  to  place 

a  close  blockade  on  the  harbour  of  Ningpo,  a  large  city  of  great 
trade^  situated  on  the  mainland  opposite  the  island  of  Chusan. 

All  efforts  had  failed  to  send  Lord  Palmerston^s  letter  to  Peking, 
and  it  was  deemed  a  matter  of  importance  to  blockade  the  whole 
coast  from  Ningpo  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yangtzekang  river. 

It  was  thought  that  in  no  other  way  could  the  remonstrance  of 
the  British  Government  reach  the  Emperor.  In  the  meantime 
the  troops  found  great  difficulty  in  purchasing  provisions,  at 
Tinghae,  owing  to  the  terrors  of  the  people.  In  order  to  furnish 
some  insight  of  the  policy  of  the  Tartar  government,  I  give  as 
many  of  the  Chinese  official  docimients  as  space  will  permit. 

Thefollomng  is  an  extract  from  the  correspondence  between  the 
Chekeang  provincial  authorities  and  the  Emperor, 

"In  a  letter  dated  July  7th,  the  foo-yuen,  or  lieutenant-governor 
of  this  province,  describes  the  approach  of  the  British  shipping, 
and  principally  expatiates  upon  the  structure  of  the  steamboats^ 
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tvhich  «ail  agaiiiit  wind  nnd  tide.  He  then  meHtiont  the  visit  of 
the  nee-adnural  to  the  Welleslej,  and  speaks  of  the  noble  stature 
^f  the  si^iers  that  were  seen  on  board.  The  sammons  for  the 
sonrender  of  Tin^iae  is  quoted  at  full  lengthy  and  the  English 
r&euve  their  fall  meed  of  censure  for  their  disebedienoe  aind 
wickedness. 

"  His  imperial  majestjr^  in  his  reply,  remarks  that  nmvai  and  land 
fighting  are  bj  no  means  the  same,  replying  that  some  excnse 
ought  to  be  made  for  ihe  suddenness  of  the  attack  by  powerful 
men  of  war ;  still  the  officers  in  command  of  the  island,  must  have 
lost  all  courage  to  permit  the  capture  of  the  island. 

^'  To  another  receipt  dated  July  20thj  the  monareh  ascribes  this 
warlike  denKmstration  to  the  extermination  of  the  opium  traffic  in 
Canton  province  and  the  stoppage  of  the  British  trade.  He 
moreover  directs,  that  his  reiterated  injunctions  for  putting  the 
whole  ooaat  in  a  ̂btdoe  of  defence,  may  be  followed  up,  and  orders 
that  the  Lieutenant-govemor,  with  a  number  of  oilier  officers, 
i^uld  be  degraded  for  their  neglect  and  delivered  over  to  the 
board  of  punishment. 

'^  The  autocrat  remarks,  that  his  imperial  majesty  had  quite 
antidpated  such  a  result  from  the  anmhilation  of  the  opium 
trade,  and  tberef(»e  iu*ge8  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  oppose  an 
invasion. 

^  To  a  memorial  received  from  the  laeutenant-govemor,  under 
date  of  July  22nd,  the  capture  of  Tinghae  is  denounced  as  a  most 
detestable  act,  though  the  landing  of  3,000  to  4,000  men,  English 
barbariaixs,  rendered  resistance  impossible. 

"His  Majesty  orders,  in  consequence  of  this  daring  exploit,  to  put 
the  navy  in  a  proper  state  for  making  resistance,  and  to  order  other 
vessels  to  join  the  Ningpo  squadron.  It  is  also  very  probable, 
that  these  barbarians  might  make  an  attempt  upon  Ghinhae  and 
other  towns;  the  Emperor  therefore,  filled  with  apprehension, 
commanded  these  places  to  be  guarded  and  enjoined  Yow  (a  general 
officer  of  Fookeen)  to  exterminate  the  barbarians.  A  number  of 
officers^  most  of  them  Colonels,  are  sentenced  to  lose  their  rank 
and  to  be  severely  punished.  The  commanding  general  of  the 
Ningpo  land  and  naval  forces,  however,  though  degraded  from  his 
rank,  is  permitted  to  retain  his  office  for  a  time,  to  gain  new 
laurels,  and  to  atone  for  his  previous  neglect. 

^  The  Tartar  general  and  lieutenant-general  at  Hangchoo,  the 
metropolis  of  this  province,  report,  that  being  apprehensive  that 

an  attempt  by  sea,  on  the  river  ''  Tseentang,'^  might  be  made 
upon  the  city,  they  erected  forts  at  the  mouth  of  it.  They  more- 
orer  remark,  diat  the  men  of  war  of  the  said  barbarians  are  strong 
snd  the  guns  powerful  j  thus  there  would  remain  little  chance  for 
the  victory  cSf  the  imperial  navy.  On  that  account  they  had 
ordered  the  marines  on  shore  to  defend  the  country  against  the 
enemy.    Tltey  issued,  moreover,  orders  to  aq^iprehend  all  trait(Mrous 
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natiyes.  Thus  prqpared,  they  report,  they  awaited  the  foe  :  on  a 

sudden  '  a  man  of  war'  (the  Algerine)  approached  Chapo ;  the  lieu- 
tenant-govemor  had  guarded  against  her;^  and  the  firing  com- 

menced on  both  sides;  there  were  aboTC  ten  soldiers  wounded 
and  kiUedy  and  it  was  found  difficult  to  oppose  thia  single  vessel; 
under  such  circumstances  reinforcements  might  arriTe  and  the 
city  be  taken.  The  commander  ordered  new  troops  to  come  with- 

out delay,  and  maintain  the  place  against  the  invader. 

"  To  another  despatch,  dated  August  4lih,  from  the  fSmperor,  in 
answer  to  a  communication  in  which  it  was  stated  that    an  ad- 

ditional number  of  men  of  war  had  arriyed  at  Chusan^  the  monarch 
expresses  his  great  fears,  and  regrets  that  the  distance  is  so  great 
as  to  render  the  correspondence  tardy,  and  blames  the   officers  for 
their  blunders.     He  orders  them  to  wait  until  the   garrison   of 
Tinghae  had  exhausted  their  strength,  and  then  to   march  with 
their  soldiers  to  obtain  a  victory,  but  on  no  account  to  make  mili- 

tary diversion,  nor  to  allow  the  English  to  sneak  into  their  har- 
bours.    In  the  meanwhile  he  commands  Yen  the  admiral,  and  Tang 

the  governor  of  Fokeen,  to  exterminate  the  enemy  with  the  forces 
under  their  command,  to  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  ;   and   to 
attack  any  landing  party.    The  authorities  of  Kwangtung  and 
Fookeen  are  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  adopt  this  Une  of  pro- 

ceeding ;  provisions  and  ammunition  to  be  placed  at  their  disposal, 
and  extensive  magazines  to  be  established  at  Ningpo.     His  Ma- 

jesty appoints  Elepoo  governor  of  Keangnan  to  undertake  the 
defence  of  Chekeang,  with  plenipotentiary  powers,    and  again 
commands  Tang  and  Yen  to  exterminate  the  barbarians.^ 

>9 

Thefollomng  is  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  addressed  to  the  inha- 
bifanis  of  Tinghae  by  JE?.,  high  imperial  commissioner,  Sfc. 

"  Whereas  in  the  sixth  month  of  this  year,  the  English  men  of 
war  entered  the  seas  of  Chekeang  province,  and  took  possession  of 
the  city  of  Tinghae  Woo ;  the  former  lieutenant-governor  col- 

lected the  soldiers  and  strenuously  made  arrangements  to  guard 
against  and  exterminate  them,  and  for  this  purpose  promised 
rewards.  He  ordered  your  people  to  unite  and  seize  all  the 
barbarians,  for  which  he  would  respectively  recompense  you;  sub- 

sequently, I,  the  great  minister,  received  the  imperial  pleasure  that 
I  should  proceed  to  Chekeang ;  and  whilst  concerting  plans  and 
consulting  about  measures,  Elliot,  the  said  nation^s  commander- 
in-chief,  with  others  proceeded  to  Teentsin,  where  they  presented 
a  petition.  We,  the  cabinet  minister  and  governor  of  Chihle, 
transmitted  for  them  a  memorial  to  His  Imperial  Majesty,  and 
because  the  soldiers  of  the  said  nation  had  repaired  to  Chekeang 
on  account  of  provocation  received,  and  not  with  the  intention  of 
creating  disturbance,  and  also  the  wording  of  the  petition  pre- 
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sented  at  Teentsin  being  very  reverential  and  obedient^  therefore 
these  things  are  pardonable. 

'^  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  Tinghae  city  are  all  children 
belonging  to  the  state^  and  the  men  of  war  of  the  said  nation  have 
assaulted  on  the  Tinghae  seas  in  your  immediate  neighbourhood; 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  as  soon  as  you  are  engaged  with  them  in 
hostilities  you  could  not  escape  the  calamities  of  terror :  therefore, 
Ke,  the  governor  of  Chihle,  was  especially  appointed  to  repair  to 
Canton,  and  to  receive  for  a  time  the  official  seals  of  the  governor 
of  Quantung  and  Quangse,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and 
managing  the  matter. 

'^  Orders  were  also  addressed  to  me,  the  great  minister,  not  to recommence  hostilities. 

'^  Thus  it  is  our  sacred  Lord^s  earnest  intention,  to  put  a  stop  to 
troubles,  to  show  his  love  towards  the  people,  to  regoice  heaven, 
and  to  protect  the  world ;  for  which  you,  all  my  officers  and  people, 
ought  to  be  grateful. 

'^  I,  the  great  minister,  have  now  agreed  and  directed  the  said 
commander-in-chief  and  others,  to  appoint  some  vessels  for 
repairing  to  Canton,  and  to  wait  there  imtil  the  affairs  are  inves- 

tigated and  managed. 

''As  soon  as  ever  the  business  is  managed,  and  brought  to  a 
conclusion,  the  said  nation  wiU  recal  all  their  vessels,  and  not  pro- 

long their  stay  at  Tinghae  city. 
'^  I,  the  great  minister,  have  also  ordered  him  (the  commander- 

in-chief)  to  restrain  his  subordinates  that  they  may  not  inffict 
injuries  upon  you.  As  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  details, 
and  might  perhaps  as  heretofore,  on  account  of  the  rewards  held 
out  by  the  late  lieutenant-governor,  examine  and  seize  all  the 
barbarians,  so  as  to  give  rise  to  trouble  and  bloodshed,  I  therefore, 
especially  issue  these  perspicuous  orders,  hereby  addressing  the 
same  to  the  inhabitants  of  Tinghae  for  their  information.  You 
ought  all  quietly  to  plough  your  fields  and  read  your  books,  taking 
care  of  yourselves  and  families.  If,  indeed,  these  barbarians  do  not 
distress  you,  you  must  not  again  search  for  and  seize  them.  Each 
must  implicitly  obey  this  special  proclamation. 

''  The  above  edict  is  for  general  information. 
"  1st  Noviember,  1840.^' 

The  British  authorities  having  remained  upwards  of  three  weeks 
at  Chusan,  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  left  the  latter  end  of  July, 
and  proceeded  northward  with  a  large  fleet.  August  15th,  the 
chief  portion  of  the  squadron  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Peiho. 

Here,  without  any  difficultv.  Lord  Palmerston's  letter  was  received 
by  Keshen  the  governor  of  the  province,  and  the  third  member  of 

the  Emperor's  cabinet.  The  wily  Tartar  unsolicited  gave  orders 
to  supply  the  squadron  with  provisions,  cattle,  &c.,  for  which  he 
refused  payment. 
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Ten  days  trera  naked  by  Kethea  to  reoehre  an  answer  from 
Peking,  and  allowed. 

At  a  snbseqoent  conference  between  tbe  British  plenipotentiary. 
Captain  EUio^  and  Ketheni  tbe  former  was  outwitted  by  tbe  in^ 
genoity  of  the  latter,  who  considered  that  difficulties  cocdd  be 
better  arranged  at  Canton,  which  was  1,500  miles  from  the  Im« 
penal  residence;  the  distance  at  which  they  were  then  situated 
being  less  than  one  hundred. 

Augnst  Gth. — Macao,  which  was  heretofore  considered  neutral 
ground,  had  assumed  a  very  hostile  appearance,  by  a  large  mAax 
of  Chinese  troops,  and  the  frequent  attacks  on  British  subjects ;  and 
the  abduction  of  a  most  estimable  clergyman,  the  Bev^VrStati- 
ton,  caused  the  greatest  excitement,  as  a  price  was  fixed  upon  th6 
head  of  every  EnglishaiAn.  Ererything.  indicated  that  aft  aittack 
would  be  made  on  Macao,  and  up  to  the  IQtb  aU  efforts  provMV  in-^ 
effectual  to  obtain  a  release  of  Mr.  Stanton. 

Captain  Smith  clearly  perceiving  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the^ 
Chinese  to  cut  off  all  commnmication  with  Maeao^  anticipated  their 

designs,  and  brought  Her  Majesty^s  ships  Lanie  and  HyacifSth, 
with  the  steamet  Enietprize,  to  bear  against  the  barrier.  This 
was  speedily  answered  by  the  Chinese  from  a  battery  of  seventeen 
guns,  on*  the  beach  north  of  the  barrier.  A  briric  fire  was  kept  Up 
for  an  hour  on  both  sides.  A  »ing1e  gan  was  landed  on  the  beach, 
which  soon  silenced  their  guns ;  and  the  landing  of  about  900 
troops,  drove  the  Chinese  from  every  position,  although  amounting 
to  5,000  strong.  All  was  over  in  four  hours,  barracks  burnt,  and 
the  vessels  retired  to  the  usual  anchorage. 

August  16. — The  ten  days  claimed  by  Keshen  to  lay  the  British 
claims  before  the  cabinet,  were  taken  advantage  of  by  the  squadron 
to  visit  Mantehouria,  intending  to  make  the  island  of  Changhdng, 
near  the  mainland  on  the  east  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Leaoutung ;  the 
object  was  to  procure  supplies  of  cattle  and  water,  which  they  did 
with  some  difficulty^ 

The  squadron  returned  on  the  28th>  and  a  conference  was  held 
on  shore  between  Captain  Elliot  and  Keshen ;  all  assumption  of 
superiority  of  the  Chinese,  on  this  occasion,  gave  way  to  uarbanity, 
in  order  that  Keshen  mij^t  more  successfully  overreach  his  ad- 

versary. Two  days  were  thus  spent  without  any  satisfactory  re- 
sult, and  six  days  more  were  required  for  instructions  from  Peking. 

Unfortunately  Captain  Elliot,  totally  contrary  to  the  instructions 
of  Lord  Palmerston,  quitted  his  advantageous  position  at  the  Peiho, 
where  he  might  have  dictated  better  terms  of  peace  than  were  sub- 

sequently accepted  at  Nankin. 
September  Ist,  J  840. — Pending  the  negotiations  that  were  to  be 

carried  on  at  Canton  by  the  new  commissioner  Keshen,  who  was 
to  replace  Lin,  the  squadron  sailed  from  the  Peiho  for  Chusan.  A 
trnce  was  entered  into  between  the  British  and  Chinese  on  the  6th 

of  November;  and  on -the  15th,  the  British  plenipotentiaries  sailed 
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from  Chusan  for  Canton,  to  hold  the  intended  conference^  leaving 
land  and  naval  forces  at  Tinghae. 

The  British  sqnadron  left  the  neighbonrhood  of  Peking  on  the 
15th  of  September,  and  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month  the  follow- 

ing edict  from  the  Emperor  was  received  in  Canton,  recalling 
Commissioner  Lin : — 

''  LinTsihseu.  You  received  my  imperial  orders  to  examine  and 
manage  the  affairs  relating  to  opium ;  from  the  exterior  to  cut  off 
aU  trade  in  opium ;  from  the  interior  your  orders  were  to  seize 
perverse  natives,  and  thus  cut  off  all  supplies  to  foreigner*;  why 
have  you  so  long  delayed  these  matters  ?  You  have  proved  your- 

self unable  to  cut  off  this  trade,  you  have  but  dissembled  with 
empty  words,  and  in  deep  disguise  in  your  report  (to  the  Emperor) ; 
and  so  far  from  having  been  of  any  help  in  the  affair,  you  have 
caused  the  waves  of  confuision  to  arise,  and  a  thousand  disorders 
are  sprouting ;  it  appears  you  are  no  better  than  a  wooden  image. 
I  order  that  your  seals  be  taken  from  you,  and  that  you  hasten 
with  the  speed  of  flames  to  Peking,  that  I  may  examine  you ;  delay 

you  not.     Respect  this.^' 
The  following  official  document,  reporting  the  English  capture 

of  Tinghae,  the  capital  of  Chusan,  shows  the  defenceless  state  of 
the  coast : — 

''  Woo,  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  Choo,  the  Commander  of 
Chekeang,  jointly  report  the  loss  of  Tinghae.  I,  the  governor,  as 
soon  as  the  English  wrote  to  the  Commandant  of  Tinghae  in  a 
strain  of  seditious  violence,  considered  the  water  approaches  to  this 
place,  planning  what  could  be  done  to  defend  them,  have  sent  this 
report  by  express.  I  hastened  to  Chinhae  to  consult  with  General 
Chuh,  and  there  learned  that  Tinghae  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  English.  I,  the  Lieut-governor,  receiving  this  intelligence, 
could  not  prevent  my  hair  from  Imstling  with  angerr  I  also  as- 

certained that  without  shifting  a  sail  they  could  proceed  to  the 
mouth  of  Chinhae,  and  straight  pass  into  the  interior ;  all  the  im-^ 
portant  passes  are  so  situated  as  to  have  Tinghae  for  their  outside 
guard,  and  the  opposite  hills  of  Cheaopo  and  Kinke  to  shut  in  the 
mouth  of  the  entrance.  Choir^  the  commander,  dispatched  900 
soldiers  to  guard  the  coasts.  I  sent  my  soldiers,  400  in  number,  to 
Chinhae.  I  commanded  Tang,  the  prefect  of  Ningpo,  to  siAfc 
vesseta  at  the  entrance  of  the  river ;  and  drive  wooden  pfles  in  tine 
water,  and  secure  them  with  chains.  While  thus  planning,  maijy 
foreign  ships  passed  Chinhae,  ffistant  o«ly  three  or  four  miles.  We 
have  taken  up  our  residence  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  tharty-one 
rebellious  ships  have  arrived,  having  guns  on  both  sides,  and  fore 
and  aft ;  included  are  two  ships  having  wheels  at  their  sides,  which 
revolving  propel  them  like  the  wind.  They  have  about  5,000  or 
6,000  soldiers.  If  we  fight  with  them,  we  should  have  an  equal 
number.  We  have  only  2,000  men,  and  it  is  better  not  to  hazard 
an  engagement. 
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*'  Fint  we  ought  to  devise  some  plan  to  wew  &ui  fReir^HMter^j 
and  when  our  forces  are  ccdiected  in  great  nnmbers,  we  can  attaek 

them^  that  at  an  appointed  time,  we  may  at  once  seize  them  tiV" 
The  great  device  of  all  parties^  from  the  imperial  government 

downwards,  was  to  *'  wear  out  the  barbarians ;''  hence  eveiy  artifice 
was  nsed  to  protract  negotiations,  and  deceive  us  by  fiedsehood  and 
pretences. 

It  is  instructive,  as  regards  the  policy  of  the  Tartar  government, 
to  watch  the  tone  assumed  in  their  edicts  and  proclamations.  Truth 
seems  to  have  been  the  last  thing  considered,  the  main  object  was 
to  deceive  the  people.  On  the  departure  of  our  fleet  from  the  Peiho 
the  following  imperial  despatch  was  sent  to  Elepoo  at  Canton : — 

"  Whereas  the  English,  at  the  harbour  of  Teentsin,  did  present 
a  communication,  civil  and  respectful,  earnestly  requesting  an  ex- 

tension of  favours,  it  seemed  right  to  command  Keshen  to  instruct 
and  order,  that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  create  confusion, 
but  only  permitted  to  proceed  to  Canton  to  seek  entrance ;  so-that 
if  they  should  exhibit  sincerity,  the  said  minister  will  memorialize 

in  their  behalf,  begging  for  favour.'^ 
Now,  according  to  Keshen's  memorial,  the  said  foreigners  have 

attended  to  his  instructions,  and  have  already  got  under  weigh, 

and  returned  southwards,  having  by  memorial  declared  '^tfaat 
along  the  coast  they  will  make  no  disturbance,  provided  they  be 
not  first  fired  on ;  also,  that  one-half  of  their  soldiers  in  Tinghae 
shall  be  withdrawn^ 

^*  These  foreigners  have  heretofore  been  disorderly,  albeit  in  some 
wav  excited  thereto,  and  they  justly  merit  detestation,  and  ought 
to  be  exterminated. 

'*  Now  it  appears  that  the  port  of  Tseuen-chaw-foo  in  Fookeen, 
Chapo  in  Chekeang,  and  Tsung-ming  in  Keang-soo,  have  each 
with  their  rambliilg  thunders,  beat  the  foreign  ships,  and  greatly 
damped  their  ardour  As  they  have  consented  to  come  forw^d 
and  beg  for  favour,  it  is  net  meet  to  inquire  strictly  into  the 

past. ''  KeshenV  communication  to  the  English,  and  their  reply,  are 
copied  and  seiit  herewith  for  Eleepoo's  inspection.    Respect  tfais/^ On  the  arrival  of  Keshen  at  Canton,  he  forwarded  the  following 
letter  to  the  Emperor,  at  the  veiy  time  when  he  was  corresponding 
with  the  British  authorities  previous  to  the  battle  at  the  Bogue 
forts : — 

''  I,  your  minister,  arrived  in  Canton  the  a9th  of  November,  and 
night  and  day  have  considered  and  examined  the  state  of  our  re- 

lations with  the  English.  At  first  moved  by  the  benevolence  of 
His  Majesty,  and  the  severity  of  the  laws,  they  surrendered  the 
opium.  Commissioner  Lin  commanded  them  to  give  bonds  that 
they  would  never  more  deal  in  opium — a  most  excellent  plan  for 
securing  fiiture  good  conduct.  This  the  English  refold  to  give, 
and  thus  they  trifled  with  the  laws ;  and  so  obstinnte  were  their 
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dispositions  that  they  could  not  be  made  to  aubmit.  Hence  it  be* 
comes  necessary  to  soothe  and  admonish  them  with  sacred  instruc- 

tion, so  as  to  cause  them  to  change  their  mien^  and  puriiy  their 
hearts,  after  which  it  will  not  be  too  late  to  renew  their  commerce. 
It  behoves  me  to  instruct  and  persuade  them,  so  that  their  good 
consciences  may  be  restored,  and  they  reduced  to  submission. 
This  done,  your  minister  will  report  the  same  by  memorial. 

«  13th  December,  1840.'' 
A.D.  1841,  January  the  6th.  All  reasonable  prospect  of  peace 

or  redress  must  have  terminated  on  the  appearance  of  the  annexed 
proclamation  from  the  Emperor. 

'^  To-day  Lew  has  reported,  by  memorial^  that  having  gone  ta 
Ghinhae,  he  made  faithful  enquiry  concerning  the  disposition  of 
foreigners,  &c.  Keshen  has  also^eported  concerning  the  foreigners 
at  Canton,  that  they  appear  more  violent  and  overbearing  than 
ever.  Already  our  instructions  have  been  given  to  all  the  generals 
and  governors  to  increase  the  strength  of  their  defences,  and  to 
be  timely  prepared  for  sudden  attack.  The  provincial  city  of 
Chekeang  is  a  place  of  much  importance ;  whatever  measures  are 
requisite  for  Ting:hae,  let  Lao,  in  concert  with  Elepoo,  deliberate 
upon,  and  immediately  return  to  the  provincial  city,  and  instruct 
the  officers  to  make  strong  defences.  If  the  said  foreigners  again 
come  to  present  petitions,  let  them  all  be  utterly  rejected ;  should 
any  of  their  ships  sail  near  the  ports  on  the  coast,  at  once  let 
matchlocks  and  artillery  be  opened,  and  the  thundering  attack  be 
made  dreadful.  There  must  be  no  wavering,  so  as  to  exhibit  awe 

or  fear.     Respect  this." 
After  waiting  from  the  5th  September,  1840,  for  some  amicable 

arrangement,  it  was  determined  by  the  British  authorities  to 
attack  the  Bogue  Forts  in  the  Canton  River,  about  twenty  miles 
from  Linton,  and  forty  from  Macao.  The  two  outer  forts 
are  Taikok,  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel,  and  Chuenpe, 
that  is  Shakok,  on  the  east  side.  Both  are  on  islands :  the 
battery  on  the  first  is  built  on  the  S.E.  point ;  the  other  on  the 
N.W.,  and  above  it,  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  a  small  battery  had  been 
recently  erected.  A  few  miles  above  Chuenpe,  on  the  same  side 
of  the  river,  are  the  batteries  of  Anunghoy,  and  separated  from 

Chuenpe  by  Anson^s  Bay.  In  the  centre  of  the  river,  opposite 
Anunghoy^  is  Wangtung ;  and  three  miles  further  up  is  Tiger 
Island.  AU  these  fortifications  were  well  constructed,  and,  to  the 
Chinese  modes  of  warfare,  invulnerable.  In  the  possession  of  any 
European  troops  they  ought  to  be  as  impregnable  as  the  Darda- 
BcUe  batteries. 

January  9th. — ^About  eight  o^clock,  the  squadron  under  the 
command  of  Sir  J.  J.  Gordon  Bremer  moved  up  the  river,  being 
anchored  three  miles  below  the  first  forts. 

The  steamers  '  Nemesis,'  'Enterprise,'  and  'Madagascar,'  were 
first  employed  in  conveying  the  land  force  ashore. 

VOL.    II.  E 
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The  '  Calliope/ '  Hyacinth/  and  '  Larne/  under  the  conunand,  of 
Captain  (now  Sir  Thomas)  Herbert,  were  to  proceed  up  the  -nver, 
and  bombard  the  lower  fort  on  Chuenpe.  The  Queen  and  Neme- 

sis were  to  throw  shells  into  the  hill-£brts,  and  the  entrenchments 
on  the  inner  side  of  them. 

The  '  WelleBley,  with  the  other  lai|;e  vessels,  took  a  position 
further  up  the  river.  The  royal  artillery  ̂ uns  were  dragged  through 
a  winding  valley  for  two  miles,  and  placed  where  uiere  was  a 
clear  view  of  the  Chinese  force,  whose  camp  was  entrenched, 
and  flanked  by  small  field  batteries,  and  connected  with  the 
hill  fort  by  a  lugh  breast  work.  In  the  rear  of  their  field  bat- 

teries were  deep  trenches ;  some  of  these  had  been  recently  con- 
structed. 

The  troops  for  field  service  consisted  of  a  battalion  of  the  royal 
marines,  a  detachment  of  royal  artilleiy,  with  one  twenty-four 
pounder  howitzer,  and  two  six-pounder  field-pieces ;  detachments 
of  the  26th,  4^h,  and  37th  Madras  native  infantry,  with  a  detach- 

ment of  Bengal  volunteers ;  the  whole  force  amounted  to  1,400^ 
under  the  command  of  Major  Pratt,  of  the  36th,  or  Cameronian 
regiment. 

Both  parties  seemed  conscious  of  victory ;  the  Chinese  seeing 
an  advanced  party  approaching,  welcomed  them  with  cheers, 
waving  their  flags  in  the  attitude  of  defiance,  and  instantly  opened 
a  fire  from  the  field  batteries,  which  was  quickly  returned  by  the 
British  artillery.  This  was  the  signal  for  the  steamers.  Queen  and 
Nemesis,  to  throw  shells  into  the  HU-fort.  The  Chinese  could  not 
long  withstand  the  fire  of  the  sixty-eight-pounder  of  the  Queeny 
and  the  thirty-two-pounder  of  the  Nemesis. 

On  the  land  side,  the  entrenched  camp  was  soon  carried  by  the 
main  body  of  the  troops,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  after  the 
assault  on  the  fort  by  the  steamers,  the  British  flag  was  hoisted  on 
its  summit. 

From  some  cause  or  another,  the  Chinese  were  very  slow  in 
returning  the  fire  from  the  vessels,  although  they  were  the  first  to 
fire  on  troops,  this  was  according  to  instructions  given  them  by 
the  commandant. 

The  royal  marines  were  despatched  to  drive  the  enemy  from  a 
wooded  hill  which  they  occupied.  The  first  entrenchment  wasr 
now  deserted ;  a  small  party  headed  by  Major  Pratt  soon  reached 
the.  hill-fort.  The  major,  with  two  men,  were  the  first  to  arrive, 
and,  to  their  astonishment,  found  the  Tartars  at  their  posts,  as  he 
peeped  over  the  walls ;  one  shot  being  fired  their  courage  failed, 
they  were  soon  flying  off  in  every  direction ;  the  British  flag  was 
then  hoisted. 

During  this  operation,  the  guns  On  the  lower  fort  were  silenced 
by  the  ships  which  had  been  placed  before  that  battery.  The 
Chinese  finding  themselves  assailed  both  by  land  and  water,  left 
the  battery,  and  retreated  towards  the  wooded  hill,  and  were  here 
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rtfetTSj^  tie  royal  marines  and  87th  native  infantry,  thfit  had  pfc- 
vioiidfy  takai  possession  of  the  hill.  The  havoe  was  here  dreadfid, 
and  the  enemy  soon  overcome;  only  abont  a  hundred  of  tlie 
CMnesse  troops  accepted  quarter. 

The  vindictive  character  of  the  Tartars  was  on  this  occasion 
strikingly  exemplified;  a  few  stray  Tartars,  who  had  sheltered 
themselves  as  opportunity  offered,  took  aim  at  their  captors,  which 
drew  upon  themselves  severe  chastisement. 
While  the  land  forces  were  performing  their  part,  the  fort  at 

Tycocktow,  i.e.  Taikok,  was  attacked  and  carried.  The  *  Samarang* 
led  the  division,  and,  notwithstanding  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy, 

anchored  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  centre  of  the  batten-. 
The  *  Modeste,'  '  Druid,'  and  '  Columbine'  were  not  far  astern. 

The  broadsides  from  the  Druid  soon  told  on  the  solid  masonry, 
and  silenced  the  guns  of  the  enemy;  but  the  Chinese  did  not 
leave  their  posts  until  the  seamen  and  marines  were  landed,  and 
entering  through  the  breach,  carried  the  fort  by  storm.  The  en- 

counter here  was  man  to  man ;  the  Tartar  soldiers  for  a  time  dis- 
playing courage.  The  deadly  fire  of  the  musketry  soon  damped 

their  ardour,  and  as  many  as  could  escaped,  and  were  not  pursued. 
The  guns  in  the  fort  were  spiked,  and  thrown  into  the  sea.  After 
removing  the  wounded,  the  magazines  were  blown  up. 

The  good  services  of  the  steamers  were  again  required  to  destroy 

the  Chinese  war  junks  at  Anson's  Bay.  The  Nemesis  Jnished  into 
shallow  water,  and  her  first  congreve-rocket  took  instantaneous 
effect,  blowing  Up  one  of  the  largest  war-junks  with  all  her  crew. 
Thus  she  continued  the  work  of  destruction  until  eleven  were 
destroyed.  There  were  no  fortifications,  and  not  a  shot  was  fired 
on  either  side. 

There  were  ninety-seven  guns  in  the  fort  and  embankments ; 
twenty-five  in  Tycocktow ;  on  Chuenpe,  forty-four  mounted,  and 
thirty-nine  unmounted :  eighty  guns  were  in  the  junks.  It  is 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  Chinese  loss  in  killed  and  wounded ;  500 
are  stated  in  one  place  to  have  been  killed.  The  British,  as  in 
other  Chinese  *'  battles,^*  did  not  lose  one  man !  This  shows  that 
the  contest  bore  more  resemblance  to  a  meeting  of  lions  and 
sheep,  than  to  any  real  danger  incurred  on  the  part  of  the  English. 
In  fact,  the  Chinese  have  not  the  instinctive  courage  of  the 
meanest  animal,  which  will  defend  itself  against  an  assailant. 

The  objects  sought  to  be  attained  by  our  hostilities  were  stated 
in  the  Canton  Register  of  the  19th  January,  1841,  to  be : — 

1st.  "  To  obtain  a  recognition  of  the  King  of  England  as  the 
independent  sovereign  of  a  civilized  country. 

2nd.  "  To  require  an  apology  for  the  treatment  of  Lord  Napier, as  coMMisstoNtiK  of  the  King  of  England. 

8rd.  '^  Compensation  Jnust  be  made  for  the  losses  caused  to 
British  merchants  by  the  stoppage  of  the  trade  while  Lord  Napier 
was  at  Canton,  and  for  some  time  after  his  departure.     - E  2 
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4tli.  ''  Until  partienkir  rokg  are  framed  by  the  cfttttesi  xyth^A 
garemmeiitS)  Britifili  sabjeda  shall  not,  for  any  vrong  lione  either 
to  maiother  Boritilsh  subject,  or  to  a  Chinese  subject,  be  liable  to 

more  severe jpmrishnient  than  is  appticable  to  the  like  offence-  by 
the  laws  of  iliigland. 

Bth.  ̂ *  No  hoppo^  or  other  authority  whatever,  shall  be  at 
Hberty  to  impose  any  tax,  or  duty,  direct  or  indirect,  on  any 
foreign  ships  or  vessels,  on  any  articles  of  export  or  import,  or  any 
boats,  coolies,  or  other  conveyance  of  goods,  other  than^or  different 
firom,  the  prescribed  imperial  tariff. 

6th.  "  Vessels  not  engaged  in  trade  shall  pay  the  ordinary 
pilotage,  but  no  other  duty  or  charge  whatever.  They  shall  be 
freely  allowed  to  purchase  refreshments,  and  artides  requisite  for 
repair  or  refit,  and  to  hire  workmen  for  such  purpose. 

7th.  '*  Merchant  vessels  shall  pay  shipping  charges  of  all  kinds 
according  to  their  real  size,  as  ascertained  by  their  certificate  ci 
registry.  None  of  the  persons  engaged  in  supplying  them  with 
provisions  or  stores,  shall  be  subject  to  any  fee  or  exaction  whatK 
ever  in  that  capacity. 

Sth.  '^  British  subjects  may  take  their  families  to  any  plaoe 
where  they  reside  themselves,  and  may  employ  any  sort  of  vehicle 
they  may  find  agreeable  or  convenient,  as  freely  as  Natives. 

9th.  '*  British  subjects  may  visit  any  part  of  the  country  under 
passports  signed  by  the  British  commissioner,  and  coimtersigned 
by  the  Chmese  authority  at  the  place. 

10th.  '^  A  British  subject  desirous  of  residing  for  a  lawful  ob- 
ject in  any  part  of  the  country,  shall  report  himself  in  person  to 

the  chief  magistrate  of  the  place,  specifying  his  lodging,  but  shall 
not  thereatfter  be  in  any  way  molested  or  controlled  in  his  pursuits, 
so  long  as  they  aire  ooadncted  in  a  lawful  and  inoffensive  manner. 

11th.  ̂ ^  British  ships  may  proceed  to  any  port  in  China  «t 
which  an  imperial  oustxsm^houBe  has  been  established,  and  land  and 
ship  goods  as  freely,  and  on  the  same  terms,  as  at  Canton.  Should 
there  be  no  British  commissioner  or  deputy  commissioner  at  such 
port;  British  subjects  that  may  be  charged  with  any  offences  must 
be  sent  for  trial  to  the  nearest  port  at  which  a  British  commis- 

sioner resides. 

ISth.  '^  British  traders  may  have  boats,  or  other  conveyanee, 
to  carry  goods  from  any  one  port  of  the  country  to  a^other^  piqr- 
ing  the  same  rates  of  transit  duties  as  natives.'' 

While  the?  forces  were  preparing  to  odvance  to  tiie  attack  on  the 
forts  at  the  Bogue,  the  Chinese-  admiral,  KwaB>  sought  an  armis- 

tice, whieh  was  grants  by  Captain  EUiok 
Captain  K.S.  Ma^kenaie,  late  military, seeretary. to  the  oom- 

mahoer-in-chief,  came  to  China  "  to  see  somie  jsotual  service  in  his 
profession,''  and  was,  as  he  states,  sadly  dislpi^oiQted. 

The  attack  on  the  Bogue  is  thus  narrated  by  him :  "  At  the 
moment  the  firing  began,  a  flag  of  truce  was  observed  coming  to- 



UIS&E9&X6B)9TATIONS  TO   «HE.  KMBSBOR.  68* 

ll^lttda^i;kal'^^ flagship.  The  boat  wa8*m8ttiied  by  tKaold  woman^ 
hitii^'fGnplier«orapa^on-dn*-yojage,  a  manof  t&e  lowest  desorip* 
tidily  Hfho  pfk)ved  to  be  tke  bearer  of  a  chc^  from  Admind  Kwan  to 
€)si]^mii  BlUotj  the  purport  of  which  was  to  obtain  a  grace  of 
three  days^  to  enable  him  to  communicate  with  Kesbea.  Ouf 
answer  waa  taken  by  Lieutenant  Maitland^  who  had  an  interview 
with  the  Chinese  admiral,  who  was  most  civil ;  and  when  tcdd  by 
liieiitenant  Maitland  that  he  must  desist  from  all  further  hostile 
prepailratioiis,  replied,  that  he  dared  not  wrrender  the  /oris,  but  if 
able  we  might  come  and  take  them,  I  leave  the  reader  t6  imagine^ 
if  he  can,  the  feelings  of  the  fleet  on  this  occasion/'     (See  p.  26.) 

Kedien,  true  to  his  character,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Emperor 
caicalated  to  mislead  him. 

"  January  8th. 

*'  Memorial  ttom.  your  majesty's  slave  ;*  I  have  received  a  dis- 
patch from  the  commander-in-chief  (Kwan)  which  states  that  all 

th^  vessels  of  the  English  weighed  anchor  on  the  7th,  and,  in  dis* 
tinct  squ^drons^  attacked  the  forts  of  Shaikok  and  Taikok ;  that 
the  fire  of  the  guns  was  kept  up  incessantly,  and  the  contest  sus*- 
tfttmed  «tll  around  from  eight  a.m.  till  two  p.m.,  ̂   during  which  the 
^foreign  vessels  fired  above  {ten  rouncU)  of  cannon  ;  that  our  forces 
responded  to  the  attack,  till  about  two  p.m.,  when  some  of  the 
foreigners  were  seen  to  have  fallen  into  the  water ;  the  tide  began 
to  ebb)  and  the  foreigners  ceased  firing,  and  an^ored  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream,  each  «de  maintaining  its  gvoiund/  There 
were  four  steamers  which  fell  upon  ihe  wajr-jUnks,  but  finding  the 
attack  responded  to,  drew  off  again  without  having  decided  the 
eoatest* 

'  ̂ ^  Your  slave,  Isince  his  aiTival,  has  exchanged  eo]!anmnication 
wit^  the  English;  and  has  given  tbem  admonitm^'  eoipmands, 
and,  as  regards  what  they  require,  he  has  net  ibeen^ble  to  satisfy 
tlieftr  rapacious  cravings,  still  be  has  graiDited  almeasiu^  of  what 
tiif^ideiaauded.  Some  tlnnk  that  if  thie  mlMttarj^  force  be  mvin- 
taiined,  that  in  time  they  will  be  wearied  out^  ̂   or,  if  gijanted  com- 

merce, a  restraining  cordon  may  then  be  kept  aroivbd  what  they 
-h«ve.' 

''  Whether  or  not  our  forces  have  suffered  in  this  coniUot>  and 
to  what  extent  wounds  may  have  been  ixtfiicte^  shall'  be  reported 
with  an  haste  as  soon  as  asceartained.'' 

The  £mpeik>r>  in  a  l^ter^  toXLeshen,  of  27th  Jatmaary,  1841, 
toys :  "  Tl^se^  reb^Moiis  foreigners,  sincerl^dbr  return  to  GWton, 
have  been  daily  increasiivg*  in  disorderlihtes;  and  we  have  repeat- 

edly issued  orders  to  maintain  a  well-oidered  guak*d  to  proceed 
against  them' oti' a  fit  occasion.  With  what  care,  then#  did  it  be- 

come all  th^  high  offieears,  cavil  and  militaay,  to  have  arranged  their 
•defence? 
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''  The  report  from  Kedien  states  that  Shaikok  and  lUkok  faare 
been  taken  by  the  foreigners ;  and  the  government  soldim»  have 
fallen  dead  and  wonnded^  and  the  naval  vessek  have  been  pltttir 
dered.  Let  the  proper  board  take  into  conaideration  the  eondnct 
of  Keshen.  At  the  same  time,  let  him  have  the  direction  of  the 
forces  to  drive  off  or  destroy  these  foreigners.  Kwan,  the  naval 
commander,  has  shewn  himself  devoid  of  talent ;  let  his  button  and 
insignia  of  rank  be  taken  from  him — ^but  let  him,  at  the  same  tiBie, 
labour  to  attain  merit,  and  show  forth  his  after  endeavours.^' 

Poor  '' Admiral '^  Kwan  deserved  a  better  master;  he  was  killed 
on  board  his  own  vessel,  and,  in  the  Chinese  language,  was  said  to 

have  died  ̂ '  leaning  gracefully  against  the  mast/'  The  letter  of 
the  Emperor  clearly  shows  the  government  were  arming  for  a  war 
of  extermination  against  the  English,  even  while  professing  a  de- 

sire for  peace. 
The  result  of  the  attack  on  the  forts  was  manifested  by  a  tean- 

porary  bending  to  circumstances  <m  the  part  of  the  Chi&ese 
government,  after  they  had  for  twenty-two  months  rejeoted  all 
reasonable  overtures  for  settlement. 

On  the  20th  day  of  January,  1841,  the  following  circular  dated 

Macao  was  issued  by  Captain  Elliott  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
subjects  J — 

"  Her  Majesty's  plenipotaitiary  has  now  to  announce  the  con- 
clusion of  preliminary  arrangements  betwe^i  the  imperial  com- 

missioner and  himself,  involving  the  following  conditiop»-* 
1.  ''The  cession  of  the  island  and  harbour  of  Htm^  Kon^  to 

the  British  orown.  Allju^  charges  and  duties  to  the  empire  mpon 
the  commerce  carried  on  there  to  be  paid,  as  if  the  trade  were 
conducted  at  Whampoa, 

2.  '*  An  indemnity  to  the  British  government  of  six  millions  of 
dollars,  one  million  payable  at  onx^e,  and  the  remainder  in  equal 
annual  instalments^  ending  in  1846. 

3.  "  Direct  official  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  upon 
an  equal  footing. 

4.  "The  trade  of  the  port  of  Canton  to  be  opened  within  ten 
days  after  the  Chinese  new  year,  and  to  be  carried  on  at  Whwa- 
poa,  till  further  arrangements  are  practicable  at  the  new  settle- 

ment :  details  remain  matters  of  negotiation." 
The  impropriety  of  that  portion  of  the  first  clause  which  pro^ 

vides  for  the  Chinese  government  levying  duties  at  the  British 
settlement  at  Hong  Kong  is  evident,  even  the  Portuguese  never 
submitted  to  anything  so  degrading  at  Macao.  In  fact,  if  sudt  a 
measure  had  been  carried  out,  the  Queen  of  England  would  have 
become  trilmtary  in  reality  to  the  Emperor  of  CMna !  It  was  mieMb 
however  the  intention  of  the  Chinese  gGfvernment  to  ratify  Keshan's 
arrangement  with  Capl^n  Elhot* 

In  conformity  with  the  above  convention,  the  British  colouiB 
were  hauled  down  at  Chuenpe,  and  a  diqpatch  sent  off  to  surrender 
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&tQjitBBLiix3  the  Ciimese  aathorities»  On  the  27th  Januiuy  a  pro- 
clunationifas  isaued  providing  for  the  future  goyemment  of  Hong 
'K(mg ;  and  oa  ihe  very  same  day  an  imperial  edict  was  issued^ 
stating  that  ̂ '  A  report  has  been  received  from  Keshen,  setting 
forth  the  attack  on  and  capture  of  certain  forts  by  the  English.  The 
rebdlioas  disposition  of  time  foreigners  being  plainly  manifest^ /A^re 
remaing  no  other  course  but  to  destroy  and  wtish  them  dean  away, 
and  thus  dieplay  the  majesty  of  the  empire.  Troops  from  Seechuen, 

Kangse^  and  Hoonan^  in  all  10^000^  were  ordered  to  Canton/^ 
The  report  of  Keshen  to  the  Emperor,  after  our  capture  of  the 

Bog»e  fiirts  at  Canton^  and  subsequent  to  his  truce,  is  too  strikingly 
indicative  of  the  treachery  and  policy  of  the  Tartars  to  be  partiidly 
quoted  i  I,  therefore,  give  a  translation  of  this  remarkable  docu- 

ment complete.  For  uttering  the  truth  in  this  report,  of  not 
being  able  to  resist  the  barbarians — Keshen,  once  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Ghana,  was  sent  in  chains  to  the  capital — ^thrown  into 
piison — ^left  starving — ordered  to  be  cut  in  small  pieces  for  the 
fowls  of  l^e  air,  and  his  property  confiscated  1  (see  vol.  i,  page  133). 
Such  is  the  reward  of  an  honest  statesman  in  China. 

TransUdion  of  a  memorial,  from  the  minister,  Sfc.,  Keshen 
to  the  Emperor. 

"  Your  majesty's  slave^  Keshen,  minister  of  the  Inner  Council, 
and  aeting  governor  of  the  two  Kwang, — ^kneeling  presents  this 
respectful  memorial, — ^setting  forth^  how  that  the  English  foreigners 
have  dispatched  a  person  to  Chekeang  province  to  deliver  back 
Tinghae, — ^how  that  they  have  restored  to  us  the  forts  of  Shakok 
and  Taikok,  in  the  {nrovince  of  Kwantung,  along  with  the  vessels 
of  war  and  salt-junks  which  they  had  previously  captured,  all 
which  have  been  duly  received  back — and  how  that  the  war-ships 
of  these  foreigners  have  already  retired  to  the  outer  waters, — all 
these  facts^  along  with  his  observations  upon  the  military  position 
of  the  country,  its  means  of  offence  and  defence,  the  quality  of 
its  soldiery,  and  the  disposition  of  its  people,  observations  result- 

ing from  personal  investigation — he  now  lays  before  your  im- 
perial majesty^  praying  that  a  sacred  glance  may  be  bestowed  upon 

the  same. 

'^  Previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  majesty^s  sovereign  com- 
iiiand,ymir  dave  had,  irith  »  yiew  to  preserve  the  territory  and 
the  lives  of  the  people,  ventured — ^rashly  and  forgetful  of  his 
ignoraoee— *to  make  oertabi  conditional  concessions  to  the  English 
fer^gners^  proBaising  that  he  would  earnestly  implore  in  their 
hehatf  a  gracious  manifiwrt^tion  of  imperil  goodness.  Tet,  having 
done  this,  he  repeatedly  laid  before  yonr  majesty  the  acknow- 

ledgment of  his  offence^  for  which  he  desired  to  receive  severe 
pmttshmeHt.    It  was  aubsequently.thereto,  on  the  20th  of  January, 
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1841^  thai  lie  receiyed  thmugh  the  general  coumU,  tiib  fiiH^nttg^ 
iiaperial  edict. 

*  Keshen  bat  handed  up  to  \Ja,  a  report  on  the  eaeAaMoes  he  ia 
taking  in  regard  to  the  English  foreigners^  under  the  preaen^- 
condition.  ̂   circumstances.  As  these  foreigners  have  Bhov<ii 
themselves  so  unreasonable  that  all  our  commands  are  lost  npoB 

them,  it  behoves  us  immediately  to  make  of  them  a  most  dread* 
fttl  example  of  severity.  Orders  have  now  been  given  that,  with, 
the  utmost  speed,  there  be  furnished  from  the  several  provinces 
of  Uoonan,  Szecheun,  and  Kweichow,  4,000  troops^  to  repair 
without  loss  of  time  to  Canton,  and  there  to  hold  themselves 
under  orders  for  service.  Let  Keshen,  availing  himsetf  of  the 
assistance  of  Lin  Tsihseu,  and  Tang  Tingching,  take  the  neeessary 
measures  for  the  due  furtherance  of  the  object  in  view.  And  if 
these  rebellious  foreigners  dare  to  approach  the  shores  of  our 
rivers,  let  him  adopt  such  measures  as  circumstances  shall  point 
out  for  their  extermination.^ 

"  Again  on  the  26th  of  January,  your  majesty's  slave  reediped 
the  following  imperial  edict,  sent  him  direct  finom  the  cabinet  :-^ 

'Keshen  has  presented  a  report  regarding  the  measures  he 
is  pursuing  against  the  English  foreigners :  which  We  have  perused 
and  on  the  substance  of  which  We  are  fully  informed*  In  con- 

formity with  our  previotts  commands,  let  a  large  body  of  troops 
be  assembled,  and  lot  an  awful  display  of  celestial  vengeance  be 
made.  Whatever  may  bo  required  for  the  expenses  of  such 
military  operations^  may  be  drawn  equally  from  the  duties  arising 
from  commerce,  and  the  revenues  derivable  from  the  land-tax^ 
the  drafts  being  made  after  due  consideration,  and  a  correct  state- 
muent  being  drawn  out  of  the  expenditure.  If  these  united  sources 
do  not  afford  a  sufficient  ̂ ntiount,  let  it  be  so  reported  to  us,  and 

our  furdier  pleasure  awaited.^ 
*'  With  respect,  your  slave,  humbly  upon  his  knees,  has  heawi 

these  commands*'  He  would  remark,  that,  while  he  has  indeed 
made  certain  conditional  concessions  to  the  English,  these  amounted 
to  nothing  more  than  that  he  would  lay  their  case  before  your 
majesty ;  and  thus,  in  the  article  of  trade,  though  it  was  expressly 
said  that  they  desired  the  trade  to  be  opened  within  the  first  dcr 
cade  of  the  first  month  of  this  year,  (23rd  Jan.  to  1st  Feb.)  he 
still  has  not  up  to  this  time  ventured  to  declare  it  open.  Yet 
have  these  foreigners,  nevertheless,  sent  a  letter,  in  which  they 
restore  to  uisi  the  forts  of  Shakok  and  Taikok,  along  with  all  the 
vessels  of  war^  and  the  salt-junks  which  they  had  previously 
captured ;  and  at  one  and  the  same  time,  they  have  dispatched  a 
foreign  officer  by  sea  to  Cheke&ng,  to  cause  the  withdrawal  of 
their  troops,  and  have  given  to  your  slave  a  foreign  document 
which  he  has  forwarded  to  Elepoo,  at  the  rate  of  600  k  a  day,  by 

virtue  whereof  he  may  receive  back  Tinghae,* — conduct  thia^ 
which  on  their  part  shows  a  more  meek  and  compliant  dispoaW 



Hm^^iii^  l^s^  hwe  evk»sed  before.  Bat  dm  I  ̂ ur  diif^  it  A 
man  of  dull  understanding  and  poor  capacity,  and  m  \m  arraiiffd* 
la^xttiof '  tlii6«&  tilings,  he  has  not  had  the  ha^^Miiess  to  meet  the 
^i^Fed'Wuh^s  of  his  sovereign.  Trembling  from  Ihnb  to  Iimb| 
hdw  dhsdl  he  find  words  to  express  himself!  He  hnmbly  re^ 
iseiikfoets  that  in  his  own  person  he  has  reoeired  the  imperial 
boanty.  Nor  is  his  conscience  hardened.  How  then  should  he, 
vH^  engaged  in  the  important  work  of  carbiitg  these  umruly 
S^t^gners,  presume  to  shrink  from  danger  or  to  court  unlawful 
r&pose !  So  far  from  thus  acting,  he  has  from  the  moment  he 
^mved  in  Canton  until  now,  been  harassed  by  the  perverse 
craftiness  of  these  presuming  foreigners,  who  have  shown  them^ 
selves  every  way  obstinate  and  impracticable,— yea,  till  head  has 
ached,  and  heart  has  rent  with  pain,  and  with  the  anxiety,  ere 
even  a  nroi^ng  meal,  quickly  to  exterminate  these  rebels.  Had 
he  but  the  smallest  point  whereon  to  maintain  his  ground  in  con- 

test with  them,  he  would  immediately  report  it,  and  under  the 
imperktt  auspices  make  known  to  them  the  vengeance  of  heaven. 
But  circumstances  are,  alas  !  opposed  to  the  wishes  of  his  heart. 
Thir  condition  of  circumstance  he  has  repeatedly  brought  before 
file  imperial  eye,  in  a  series  of  succesrive  memonals. 

'^N4>w,  after  that  these  said  foreigners  had  dispatched  a  per- 
son to  Cl^keang  to  restore  Tingha6,^-'aiid  had  delivered  ap  all 

that  had  been  captured  by  them  in  the  province  of  Kwangtung, 
after,  too,  their  ships  of  war  had  all  retired  io  the  outer  waters^ 
it  so  ha^ened  that  Elliot  solicited  an  interview  j  and  as  your 
idave  had  uot  yet  inspected  the  entrances  of  the  port,  and  the 
formications  of  the  Bocca  Tigris,  as  also  the  traops  lurdered  from 
the  several  provinces  had  not  yet  arrived,  it  did-  not  seem  prudent 
to  ̂ how  anything  that  might  cause  suspicion  oai  the  part  of  the 
foreigners,  and  so  to  bring  on  at  once  a  oommeneement  of  troubles 
and  collision  from  their  side.  Therefore- the  occasion  of  visiting, 
for  inspection,  the  Bocca  Tigris,  was  taken  advantage  of  to  grant 
an  interview. 

"  Having  left  Canton  for  this  purpose  on  the  26th  of  January, 
your  slave  had  to  pass  by  the  Saetsze  waters  (the  Beach  from 
Krst  to  Second  Bar) :  and  here  he  was  met  by  Elliot,  who  came 
in  a  steam-vessel,  desiring  that  he  might  see  him*  His  retinue 
did  not  exceed  a  few  tens  of  persons, — ^he  brought  with  him  no 
ships  of  war, — ^and  his  language  and  demeanour  upon  that  ooca* 
sion  were  most  respectfril.  He  presented  a  roc^h  draft  of  several 
articles  on  which  he  desired  to  deliberate,  the  major  pairt  having 
regard  to  the  troublesome  minutise  of  commerce ;  and  he  agreed 
that  for  the  fixture,  in  any  cases  of  the  smuggling  of  opium,  or  of 
other  eofttraband  traffic  or  evasion  of  duties,  both  ship  and  cargo 
should  be  coiifiiScAted;  Among  the  number  of  his  proposals,  were 
mme  highly  objecttonable,  which  were  at  the  moment  pointed  ovt 

antf.refuii^i'tipon  which  the  aaid  foreigner  begged  that  enieiidb<- 
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tions  ahonld  be  offered  and  ODnaidered  o£  It  has  nor  aopoltdiiiglj 
been  granted  hiniy  that  aiterations  and  emendatioBB  be  meAt,  ead 
vhen  these  shall  be  determined  oa  and  agreed  tOj  the  whole  shall 
be  preaetited  for  your  majesty's  inspection, — Your  sbv?e  then 
pHTted  irith  Elliot. 

'^  He  now  found  that  the  Szetsae  waters  were  yet  distant  from 
the  Booca  Tigris  about  60  le  (or  nearly  30  miles).  Even  there 
the  sea  is  vast  and  wide^  with  boisterous  waves  and  foaming  billows, 
lashed  up  into  fury  by  fierce  winds — ^majestieally  grand  1  How 
widely  different  the  outer  seas  are  from  our  inland  river-waters ! 
Having  changed  his  boat  for  a  sea-going  vessd,  your  slave  stood 
out  for  the  Bocoa  Tigris;  and  there  arrived,  he  made  a  most 
eareful  inspection  of  every  fort  and  battery  in  the  place. 

"  Such  farts  as  did  not  stand  completely  isolated  in  the  midst 
of  the  sea»  he  yet  found  to  have  channels^  affording  i^ady  water 
oommuoioation  behind  the  hills  on  which  they  were  aituSted. 
8o  that  it  were  easy  to  go  round  and  strictly  Uockade  them; 
nor  would  it  in  that  case  be  even  possible  to  introduce  provisions 
for  the  garrison.    After  this  careful  ijaspection  of  the  place,  the 
depth  of  water  in  the  river,  begininng  here  and  proceedmg  all 
the  way  to  the  very  city,  was  next  ascertained ;  and  the  Boundmgs 
taken  at  high  water,  were  found  to  be  irregular,  hgm  one  ckang 
(or  two  fitthoms)  and  upwards,  to  three  and  even  four  chang* 
Henee  then  it  has  become  known  to  all,  that  tlMB  reputation  oi 
the  Bocca  Tigris  as  a  defence  has  been  acquired, — ^ftrst,  bjr  the 
dreumstanoe  that  merchant-vessels  require  a  somewhat  gr^er 
depth  of  water ;  and  secondly,  because  that  in  ordinary  timesj 
when  the  foreigners  observe  our  laws  and  restraints,  they  naturally 
do  not  venture  to  avoid  the  forts  by  passing  through  circuitous 
courses.    But  when  they  bring  troops  to  resist  and  oppose  rather 
than  to  obey,  they  may  sneak  in  at  every  hole  and  corner,  and  are 
under  no  necessity  of  passing  by  the  forts  to  enter  the  riv^>  ̂ ^ 
so  can  easily  proceed  straight  up  to  the  provincial  metropolis. 
For  as  soon  as  they  may  have  in  any  way  got  beyond  the  Bocca 
Tigris,  there  are  communications  open  to  them  in  every  direction. 
It  is  then  clear  that  we  have  no  defences  worthy  to  be  called 
sud&.    This  is  in  truth  the  local  character  of  the  country,  that 
thiffire  is  no  important  point  of  defence  by  which  the  whole  may  be 
maintained. 

^^  In  reference  to  the  guns  mounted  in  the  forts,  their  whole 
number  does  not  exceed  some  two  hundred  and  odd,  hardly 
enough  to  fortify  the  fronts  aipne,  while  the  sides  are  altogeth^ 
imfi&rnished.  MoveQvet^  those  guns  that  are  in  good  order,  ready 
for  use,  are  not  many.  The  original  model  has  been  bad,  and  they 
(have  been  made  without  any  due  regard  to  principles  of  con- 

struction :  thus  the  body  of  the  gun  is  very  lai^e,  while  the  bote 
is  very  small;  and  the  sea  being  at  that  place  extremely  wide>  the 
shot  will  not  carry  above  half  way.    As  regards  then  their  num- 
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\^,  i  tihej  ave  j]0t  so  many  as  ace  those  whioh  tbe  ibreign  diips 
mny^  mkd  in  point  of  qttaHt f  they  are  bo  leis  jjaferior  to.  those  on 
hoard  Uie  fareigii  vessels.  Again,  tbe  embraauras  in  which  tiiey 
are  fin^^  are  as  large  as  doors^  wide  enough  almost  te  aUow 
people  to  pass  in  and  out :  from  a  sustained  fife  from  the  enemy, 
thef  w/9uld  afford  no  shelter  at  all  to  our  people ;  and  they  may 
th^  at  once  be  said,  to  be  utterly  ineffective.  A  founder  of  oan- 
non  ba#  recently  pres^ited  himself,  who  has  already  given  in  a 
DQLOdel,  And  is  about  to  make  some  experimental  pieces  of  artillery, 
Bat  atould  he  really  fiNoeeeed  in  pasting  good  cannon,  yet  can  he 
esjkfy  do  so  as  9  preparation  &r  the  future,  and  in  no  way  can  he 
he  in  tinjie  fpr  the  business  we  have  ni»w  in  hand.  These  are  the 
proofs  of  the  inefficiency  of  oiur  military  armunent,  which  is  such 
that  mo  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  it. 

^^  Forther«  with  ii^eference  to  the  quaiUy  of  our  troops ;  we  find 
tha<t  the  oi^J-y  w%y  to  repel  the  foreigners  is  by  fighting  them  at 
se$^  bnt  to  figbt  at  jsea  it  is  neoessary  to  have  a  good  marine  force. 
Now,  we  have  at  present  to  a<(di:nowledge  the  forethought  and  care 
of  yoiior  majesty,  in  dispatching  land-^forees  from  tiba  several  pro- 
mqes  to  Canton :  but  these  troops,  before  they  can  meet  the  fo- 
jreigneara  in  battle  will  require  to  mibark  in  shqia  of  war,  and  pro- 
ce^  tp  the  outer  waters.  Thongh  the  objection  be  n^t  maintained, 
that,  being  unaccustomed  to  the  <seas  apd  waves>  they  needs  must 
meet  with  dis^ter  and  everthrpw ;  yrt,  seeing  that  the  conduct 
a^d  m^n^g^ment  of  the  vessels  is  a  thing  with  whi^b  they  are  quite 
unacquainted,  the  services  of  the  naval  force  still  cannot  at  all  be 
dispensed  with.  The  reomits  to  the  naval  force  of  th^  province  are, 
bowevi^r^  all  supplied  by  its  own  setsv-eoaat,  by  enoour^ged  enUst- 
meut ;  and  their  quality  is  very  irregular.  YQur  slave  had  heard 
a  report  that,  sfter  the  battle  upon  the  7th  of  January,  all  these 
me«L  went  to  their  t^Pah  (or  oommander-in^-ehief),  d^oaftuding  of 
hij9^  money,  under  tbi^eats  that  they  would  otherwise  immediately 
dij^band.  The  other  day,  therefoj^,  when  on  the  epot,  your  slave 
made  inquiries  of  the  tetnh  on  the  matit^j — ^when  he  answered, 
that  the  report  was  perfectly  true,  and  that  he,  having  no  other 
remedy  at  hand,  was  obliged  to  pawn  his  ielothes  and  other  things, 
by  which  means  he  was  enabled  to  give  each  of  them  a  bonus  of 
two  dollars,  and  thus  only  could  get  them  to  remeua  until  now  at 
their  posts.  Hereby  may  be  seen,  in  a  great  measui^  the  cha- 
raeter  of  the  Canton  soldietT:.  And,  supposing  when  we  had 
joined  battle,  just  %t  the  most  cpitioal  moment,  these  marine  forces 
were  not  to  4^and  firm,  the  consequence  would  be  miost  disas^ous. 
For  although  we  should  ha^e-our.  veteran  troops  serving  with  them, 
yet  these  woidd  have  no  oppoirtunity  of  bringMAg  their  skill  into 
playr  StiU  fuffther,  oui?  shi^  of  war  are  not  large  and  strong,  aad 
it  is  diJBI(9llt  to  ta^ount  heavy  guns  on  hoard  them.  By  these  ob- 

servations, it  is  evident,  thi^  ouir  force  here  as  a  guard  And  defonoe 
against  the  fosei^ieni  is  utterly  insuffioient. 



""Tour  dkve  has  also  made  personal  observation  iX'ttie  ̂ ^hlA-i 
rtcter  and  disporiiidH  of  the  people  of  this  province.  He  lias 
ibund  them  ungrateftil  and  avaricious.  Putting  out  of  tiew 
those  who  are  actual  traitors,  and  of  whom,  therefore,  it  'is  un- 

necessary to  say  anything,  the  rest  dwell  indiscriminately  with 
foreigners,  they  are  accnstomed  to  see  them  day  by  day,  and 
after  living  many  years  together,  the  utmost  intimacy  has  grown 
up  between  them.  They  are  widely  different  from  the  people  of 
TSnghae,  who,  having  had  no  previous  intercourse  with  foreigners, 
felt  at  once  that  they  were  of  another  race.  Lei  us  reverse  the 
circumstances,  and  suppose  that  the  English  had  craftily  dis- 

tributed their  gifts  and  favours,  and  set  at  work  the  whole 
machinery  of  their  tricks,  ?iere  as  at  Chusan:  and  it  might 
verily  be  feared,  that  the  people  whole  would  have  been  seduced 
from  their  allegiance ;  they  would  certainly  not  have  shown  the 
same  unbending  obstinacy  that  the  people  of  Tinghae  did. 
These  plain  evidences  of  the  want  of  firmness  on  the  part  of  the 
people  here,  give  us  still  more  cause  for  anxiety. 

"  We  find,  on  turning  over  the  records  of  the  past,  that  when 
operations  were  being  carried  on  against  the  pirates  of  this  pro- 

vince, although  these  were  only  so  many  thieves  and  robbers,  with 
native  vessels  and  guns  of  native  casting,  yet  the  affair  was  length- 

ened out  for  several  years ;  and  was  only  put  an  end  to  by  invita* 
tions  to  lay  down  their  arms  tmder  promise  of  security.  And  it  is 
much  to  be  feared^  that  the  wasp's  sting  is  far  more  poisonouA now  than  thta. 

''  Tour  slave  has  again  and  again  resolved  the  matter  in  his  an- 
xious mind.  The  conseqnenees,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  his  own 

person,  fere  trifling  /  bilt  as  they  regard  the  stability  of  the  govern^ 
ment,  and  IJh^'litesbf  tie  people,  they  are  vast,  and  extend  to  dis*- 
tant  posteHl^;  Should  his  ineui^  guilt  in  giving  battle  when  unable 
to  commkna  it  "victdi^;  'or  shoxild  he  be  criminal  in  making  such 
arf  angeolieiit*  a^  d6 '  ridt  taeet  the  gracious  approbation  of  his  so- 

vereign,— ^he  must  equally  bear  his  offence ;  and,  for  his  life,  whit 
is  it,  that  he  should  be  cared  for  or  pitied ! 

"  Btit  if  fk  be  in  not  acting  so  as  to  meet  the  gracious  approba- 
tion of  his'  sovereign  that  he  becomes  guilty, — ^the  province  and 

the  people  hate  yettheij*  sacred  sovereign  to  look  to,  and  rely  upon 
for  nappintfess,  protebtibn,  justice,  and  peace.  Whereas,  if  his  guilt 
should  lie  in  gitxng  battle  when  unable  to  command  a  victory, 
then  will  the  celestial  dignity  of  the  throne  be  sullied,  the  lives  of 
the  people  samficed,  and  for  further  proceedings  and  arrangements 
it  will  be,  in  an  increased  degree,  impossible  to  find  resource. 

**  Entertaining  these  views,  a  council  has  been  held  of  all  the 
officers  in  the  city ;  namely,  the  general  and  lientetoaht-generals 
of  the  garrison,  the  lieutenant-governor;  the  literary  chancellor, 
and  the  commissioners,  intendants,  prefects,  and  magistrates,  as 
also  the  late  governors,  Lin,  Tsihseu,  and  Tang  TQngching ;  aH  ̂* 
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v]^09i  9ffej^  that  our  defences  are  such  as  it  is  iiupoasiUe  to  trust 
t%  and:that  our  troops  would  not  hold  their  fpt>und  on  the  field  of 
battle.  .  Moreover^  the  troops  ordered  from  the  different  provinces 

hy  your  majesty  having  yet  a  long  journey  to  ccmie,  time  is  still  ne** 
oessary  for  their  arrival ;  nor  can  they  all  arrive  together.     The 
assemblage  of  a  large  body  of  troops^  too,  is  a  thing  not  to  be  eU 
fected  without  sundry  rumours  flying  about,— -our  native  traitors 
are  sure  to  give  information ;  and  the  said  foreigners  will  previous<- 
ly  let  loose  their  contumacious  and  violent  dispositions.     Your  slave 
is  so  woirried  by  grief  and  vexation,  that  he  loathes  his  food,  and 
sleep  has  forsaken  his  eyelids.     But,  for  the  above-cited  reasons, 
he  does  not  shrink  from  the  heavy  responsibility  he  is  incurring, 
in  submitting  all  these  facts,  the  results  of  personal  investigation, 
to  your  celestial  majesty.     And,  at  the  same  time,  he  presents  for 
perusal  the  letter  of  the  said  foreigners,  wherein  they  make  the 
various  restorations  before  enumerated.     He  humbly  hopes  his 
sacred  sovereign  will  with  pity  look  down  upon  the  blackhaired 
flock — ^his  people, — and  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant  favours 
beyond  mea&ure,  by  acceding  to  the  requests  now  made.     Thus 
shall  we  be  spared  the  calamity  of  having  our  people  and  land 
burned  to  ashes,  and  thus  shall  we  lay  the  foundation  of  victory^  by 
binding  and  curbing  the  foreigners  now,  while  preparing  to  have  the 
power  of  cutting  tfiem  off  at  some  future  period. 
.    "  It  is  humbly  hoped  that  your  sacred  majesty  wiU  condescend 
to  inquire  regarding  the  meeting  in  council,  and  state  of  circum- 

stances, here  reported.     And  your  slave  begs,  that  a  minister  of 
eminence  may  be  specially  dispatched  hither,  to  reinvestigate  mat- 

ters.    Your  slave  has  been  actuated  entirely  by  «  regard  to  the 
safety  of  the  land,  and  the  people.     He  is  not  swi^yed  by  the  smal- 

lest particle  of  fear.     And  still  less  dare  he  use  ̂ se  pretexts,  or 
glozing  statements.     For  the  real  purposes  hepein  declared,  he 
humbly  makes  this  report  (which  hefcxrwards  by  expi^ess.at  the  rate 
of  600 /e  a  day), — ^in  the  hope  that  it  may.  hei  honoured  with  a 

sacred  glance* — ^A  most  respectful  memorial.'* 
The  Emperor,  in  commenting  on  the  foregoing  report,  says : — 

"  Keshen  has  handed  up  to  us  a  report.  A3  these  foreigners  have 
shewn  themselves  so  unreasonable,  that  all. our  commands  are  lost 
upon  them,  it  behoves  us  to  make  of  them  a*  dreadful,  example  of 
severity .''  His  Majesty  then  proceeds  with  o;?ders  for  troops  to 
be  collected  from  several  provinces,  and  adds  that  "if  these  re- 

bellious foreigners  dare  to  approach  our  rivers,  let  such  measures 
be  taken  as  will  exterminate  them.  The  expenses  to  be  drawn 
equally  from  the  duties  arising  from  commerce,  and  the  revenues 
diOTvable  from  the  land-tax;  if  these  sources  do  not  amount  to  a 

sufficient  sum,  let  it  b^  so  reported  to  us." 
In  the  beginning  of  February,  the  Chinese  government  thus 

announced  the  renewal  of  war ;  the  document  was  not,  however, 
known  to  us  for  some  time. 
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PrmUmmtikm  by  the  Om^emot  and  lAeutentmt^gwernar  tf  Cttnt^n.  ' 

"  KesheUy  imperial  commissioner  and  acting  govfrnor  of  the 
two  Kioang  provincesi  E,  lieutenant-goremor  of  Canton,  &Cv  pro-* 
daim  for  the  fall  information  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  provin- 

cial city  and  suburbs : — 
**  It  is  known  that  the  audacitt  and  contumacy  of  the  English 

rebels  daily  increasci  until  at  last  they  have  ditfed  to  enter  the 

liffer^i  pate  and  take  possession  of  the  forts,  and  they  have  also 
brought  their  warships  into  the  river :  this  really  makes  the  hair 
stand  on  end  with  indignation.  At  present  aU  the  dangeronsr 
passes  are  perfectly  well  and  closely  watched  and  guarded ;  and  of 
the  different  difficult  approaches  to  the  city  there  are  none  at 
which  guards  are  not  planted ;  and  if  the  rebellious  foreigners  atiil 
dare  to  cause  disorderly  disturbances — we,  the  governor  and  lieu^ 
tenant-gOTernor,  will  in  person  lead  on  the  celestial  troops,  and 
foremost  in  the  Tan  of  battle,  with  strenuous  efforts,  will  sweep 
them  away — and  thus  dissipate  the  anger  and  grief  of  the  people. 
Troops  are  collecting  from  all  the  provinces  like  clouds.  The  im* 
penally  appointed  pacificator  of  the  rebels  and  generalissimo, 
yiksfum^  and  his  colleagues  Limgwan  and  Yangfang  will  arrive 
immediately  in  Canton,  and  will  unite  to  extermiiiate  (the  Eng- 

lish). This  proclamation  is  issued  on  this  account,  and  for  the  full 
information  of  you  all;  let  each  of  you  remain  quiet  and  follow 
his  occupation :-— there  is  not  the  least  necessity  for  any  alarm,  nor 
do  you  circulate  reports  causing  uneasiness  and  doubt.  Oppose 

not.     A  special  proclamation.     2nd  moon,  8th  day,  (February).-'' 
Notwitbstandmg  the  crafty  efforts  of  Keshen,  he  was  denounced 

in  an  imperial  proclamation  as  "weak,  cowardly,  and  destitute 

of  abiKty**' 
February  the  19th. — Hostile  movements  on  the  part  of  the 

Chinese  became  so  eonspicuous,  that  Commodore  Bremer,  deter- 
mined to  return  to  the  Bogue,  which  probably  saved  the  lives  of 

every  Englishman  in  China. 
Februaiy  26th. — ^This  day  was  made  public  a  proclamation,  is- 

sued by  Eleang,  the  successor  and  friend  of  Lin,  offering  lai^ 
rewards  for  the  heads  of  Englishmen,  deader  alive;  this  document 

is  an  exact  copy  of  Lin's  former  one,  with  the  exception  that  a 
larger  bounty  is  offered ;  viz. :  500  dollars  for  every  Englishman 
alive,  and  800  dollars  for  every  one  killed,  provided  their  heads 
are  brought  in,- 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  previous  to  this.  Hong  Kong 
was  surrendered  to  us,  and  the  indemnity  guaranteed  or  paid,  and 
nothing  remained  but  the  terms  of  future  intercourse  to  regulate. 
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Pr^omu^tiQfi  qfihe  lAeutewtrU^Govemor  of  Canton,  qfftring  rewards 

for  the  capture  of  Her  Majesty's  ships ,  and  the  heads  ofEng- 

"  J?^  lie];i}l:eiia.iit*govemor^  &;c.j  isBues  the  foUowiDg  aoale  of  re^ 
wards : — 

1st  ̂ '  If  the  native  traitors  can  repent  of  theior  crimee  and  quit 
the  service  of  the  foreigners^  (English)  come  bef(»re  the  magfistmldft 
and  confess^  their  offences  will  be  forgiven;  and  those  who  are 
able  to  seize  alive  the  rebellions  foreigners^  and  bring  thefti  ft^fore 

the  magistrates^  as  well  as  those  who  offer  np  the  foveignersr'  headsj 
will  be  severally  rewarded  according  to  the  following  scale. 

2nd«  "  The  capture  of  one  of  their  line-of-battle  shipsy  the  ship 
and  guns  will  be  confiscated^  but  all  that  the  ship  contains,  as  clothes, 
good^,  and  money,  shall  be  the  reward  of  the  captors,  with  an  ad- 

ditional reward  of  100,000  dollars ;  those  who  bum,  or  break  to 

pieces,  or  bore  holes  through  a  hne-of-battle-ship^s  bottom,  so  thai 
she  sinks,  upon  the  facts  being  substantiated  shall  be  rewarded 
with  30>000  dollars ;  for  ships  of  the  second  and  third  class,  the 
rewards  will  be  proportionably  decreased. 
3rd.  ̂ '  The  capture  of  one  of  the  large  stei»ners  shall  be  re^ 

warded  with  50,000  dollars ;  for  the  smaller,  one  half» 
'^  Those  among  the  brave  who  are  foremost  in  seizing  men  and 

ships,  and  who  distinguish  themselves  by  their  daring  courage, 
besides  receiving  the  above  money  rewards,  shall  have  buttons  (offi- 

cial rank)  conferred  upon  them,  and  be  reported  for  appointments 
in  the  public  service. 

4tli.  '^  Fifty  thousand  dollars  dsaU  be  given  to  those  who  sei^e 
either  Elliott,  Morrison,  or  Bremer,  alive  j  and  thow  who  brin^ 
either  of  their  heads — on  the  fact  being  ascertained — shall  get 
30,000  dollars.  .  •    . 
5th.  ̂ '  Ten  thousand  dollars  shall  be  given  to  those  who  seize 

an  officer  alive,  and  5,000  dollars  for  each  officer's  head% 
6th.  "  Five  hundred  dollars  shall  be  given  for  every  English-* 

man  seized  alive;  if  any  are  killed  and  their  heads  brought  in, 
three  hundred  dollars  will  be  giv^ou 

7th.  *^  One  hundred  dollaiW  will  be  given  for  every  sepoy  or 
lascar  taken  alive,  and  fifbjr  for  their  heads. 

8th.  ''  Those  among  you  who  in  their  efforts  to  seive  the  Ei*gw 
lish  rebels  may  lose  their  lives,  on  examinatioa  9£6A  fvmt  of  th^ 
facts,  a  reward  of  three  hundred  dollars  shall  be  given  to  your 
families. 

9th.  "  The  foreigners  of  every  other  country  are  respectful  and 
obedient,  and  do  not  (like  the  English)  cause  commotions ;  it  is  not 
permitted  to  seize  and  annoy  them — thus  will  the  good  and  virtu- 

ous remain  in  tranquillity. 

''  2nd  moon,  7th  day,  (Febuary  27,  1841). 
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Imperial 

''  On  tb«  10th  day  of  the  2d  moon,  (March  2nd,  1841),  at  mtd- 
:,  a  dbpatdi  from  the  great  military  council  addressed  to  the 
rial  euf  oy  and  acting  governor  of  the  two  Kwang  provinces, 

Keahen ;  the  gwiend  commanding  in  the  district  of  Kwangchow, 

Ho ;  the  lieutenant-gOTemor  of  Canton,  B ;  the  admiral  command- 
ing*in-ohief,  Kwan ;  the  general,  Ko ;  the  adjutant  general  of  the 
left  divinoD,  Yu ;  and  adjutant-general  of  the  right  division,  Ying. 

*'  On  the  25th  of  the  first  moon  (February  16th),  the  imperial 
orden  were  received. 

''  Keshen  this  month  with  haste  reported  that  the  English  ships 
had  retired  to  the  outer  seas,  and  that  he  was  about  to  follow  to 
examine  and  manage. 

''The  English  barbarians  have  many  times  rebelled,  being 
wavering  and  inconstant ;  when  they  delivered  up  Shakeo,  Chusan, 
kO;  they  made  it  a  pretence  for  more  irregularities  in  seeking  for 
■diemes  of  coercion. 

*^  I  have  before  sent  down  my  imperial  wiU  in  edicts,  to  attack 
them  with  increased  vigour  and  utterly  exterminate  them.  I  have 
moreover,  ordered  Yihshan  and  his  colleagues,  to  hasten  together 
on  their  journey,  proclaim  the  crimes  (of  the  English)  and  reduce 
them  to  subjection ;  only,  should  the  troops  not  be  soon  assembled, 
it  will  be  difficult  to  be  assured  the  said  rebels  will  not  again  give 
loose  to  their  rebellious  disobedience.  I  order  that  it  be  the 

special  duty  of  Keahen  to  establish  pi*ecautionary  regulations,  and 
plant  soldiers  to  guard  and  keep  (the  passes).  But  if  he  remains 

pertinaciously  stupid  without  arousing  himself,  until  he  auffei's 
more  defbatft,-^!  shall  hold  him  only  responsible ;  the  nation's 
laws  are  already  prepm*ed,  and  decidedly  there  shall  not  be  the least  favour  shown  to  him. 

*'  I  BOdreov^r  order  Ho  Kihtsing  (the  general)  and  Ho  Ekang 
(the  lieutenant-governor,)  to  respectfully  obey  my  former  orders^ 
and  with  united  strength  and  one  mind,  to  give  strict  orders  at 
the  different  entrances,  and  to  be  faithful  and  true  in  guarding 
and  watching,  and  let  there  be  no  thought  of  shirking  their  duty^ 
Bwr  caffelessness.  Further,  issue  perspicuous  orders  to  the  army 
and  people,  with  one  mind  to  guard  against  deceivers,  and  not 
subject  themselves  to  the  delusions  of  the  traitorous  foreigners : 
obey  with  awe,  be  careful-— of  the  orders.  Send  these  orders  on  at 
the  rate  of  600  le  a  day  to  Keshen,  &;c.,  for  their  full  information. 
Respect  this,  and  obey  respectfliHy  the  imperial  will,  as  formerly 
communieated. 

"To  day  the  privy  council  have  again  received  the  imperial commands. 

"  Formerly,  because  the  English  barbarians,  after  returning  to 
Canton  from  Chekeang,  again  rebelled,  and  attacked  the  batte- 
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ries.  I  especially  appointed  Yihihan  to  be  the  pacificator  of  the 
rebels  and  generalissimo^  and  Lunffumn  and  Yangfang  to  be  his 
coadjutors^  and  collecting  the  choicest  troops  irom  all  quarters^ 
tl^y  are  to.  proclaim  the  crimes^  (of  the  English)  find  wduoe  tiiem 
.to  sul]|}ectian.  It  is  now  authenticated  that  KeAen^hBA  repented 
,th^  tb^  English  barbarians  have  gone  forth  of  and  giiten  np  Ae 
fojrt  at  Shakeo,  and  have  sent  orders  to  the  province  of  Chdceaag 
torestcMrietiiecity  of  Tingkaej  and  he  earnestly  requests  that  I 
will  coindescend  to  grant  that  which  they  pray  for,  and  in  the 
ipeantime  not  to  deal  too  harshly  with  or  destroy  them,  &c. 

"  On  reading  the  report,  how  could  I  repress  my  indignation, 
detestation  and  grief.  I  did  not  calcidate  that  Ke$km  was  so 
weak  and  cowardly,  and  destitute  of  ability,  that  he  could  at  once 
go  to  such  an  extreme  as  this.  Twice  have  the  English  barba- 

rians rebelled,  in  the  provinces  of  Chekeang  and  Canton ;  attacked 
the  district  cities,  forts,  and  wounded  my  soldiers  and  great 
officers ;  contact  with  them  is  as  bitter  poison  to  my  people ;  they 
have  fir^ghtened  and  troubled  my  eitie8,*-^which  is  great  and  most 
unreasonable  rebellion ;  and  neither  all  that  heaven  canopies,  nor 
all  that  earth  contains  will  bear  with  them.  As  to  tiieir  surrender 
of  Tinghae  and  the  forts,  I  shall  not  talk  about  it,  for  no  credit 
can  beplaqed  in  their  words:  for  even  should  they. retreat  and 
restore  the  old  possessions  of  the  empire,  still  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  have  been  injured,  and  tJie  people  who  have  been 
involved  in  calamities,  gnash  their  teeth  ia  united  hostility :  and 
both  men  and  gods  are  indignant  and  detest  tb^i9*  If  we  do  not 
inflict  on  them  utter  destruction  and  exterminkatipn^  hoiw  vriU  the 
just  vengeance  of  Heaven  be  exemplified^  ai94  the  migesty  of  the 
empire  be  manifested  ?  .  -    /  ' 

''Therefore  I  have  ordered  Yihsban  and  Imngtt^n-  to  travd  to* 
gether,  and  hasten  with  the  utmost  speed  to  £!antCin;  and  to 
draw  up  in  battle  array  our  soldiers  ̂   ̂ghii9<HA9t3^es»  (soldiers 
who  CKecute  the  righteous  decrees  of  He^iren,),and'teresJsearminate 
ii\e  detestable  brood ;  you  must  endeavour  to  seise  •aad'send  both 
the  leaders  and  abettors,  and  the  rebellious  baebariims  and  trai* 
torous  Chinese  to  Peking,  that  they  may  be  punished  with  the 
utmost  rigour  of  the  law. 

''  The  generals  and  lieutenant-govemora  of  the  niaxitiane  prd« 
yinces  ought  to  increase  the  rigour  of  then*  gua^dj  if  they  come, 
attack  them  instantly;  you  must  not  permit  even  a  sbred  of  their 
^ails  to  return :  and  ycmr  merit  (in  taking;  prisoners)  will  be  duly 
notified.  .  . 

''As  for  Kesken,  who  has  been  entrusted  with  a  vary  nnportant 
cliarge ;  and  has  been  incapable  of  exhibiting  the  great  prineiples 
of  justice,  and  did  not  reject  with  scorn  their  absiH'd  requests ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  has  subjected  himself  to  the  insults  of  these 
rebellious  barbarians :  a  proceeding  exceeding  the  bounds  of 
reason — ^he  has  repeatedly  received  my  directions,  which  did  not 

VOL.  II.  *• 
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permit  him  to  receive  letters  firom  the  rebellious  baibariana ;  -  now 
he  dares  even  to  transmit  a  paper  in  which  he  suppHeates  for 
them  I    Now  with  what  intentions  can  he  be  influenced  ? 

'^  According  to  his  report^  the  general,  lieutenant-general, 
lieutenant-governor,  literary  chancellor,  the  judge,  treasurer,  su- 

perintendent of  the  grain  department,  the  foo  and  heen  magis- 
trates, have  conjointly  held  a  consultation;  but  how  does  it 

happen  that  the  said  officers  have  not  joined  with  him  in  his 
memorial?  There  is  evidently  some  difference  of  opinion.  I 
hereby  order  that  Keshen  be  degraded  &om  his  office  of  cabinet 

minister,  his  peacock's  feather  be  plucked  from  his  cap,  and  he 
be  delivered  over  to  the  board  of  punishments  to  stand  his  trial/' 

February  26th. — ^The  time  having  expired  for  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  agreed  on  with  Keshen,  and  it  being  well  known  to  the 

British  authorities  that  the  Chinese  had  acted  upon  the  Emperor's 
instruction,  this  day  was  occupied  in  preparing  for  the  struggle; 
a  landing  was  effected  on  South  Wangtung  of  three  howitzers,  and 
about  150  men.  The  Nemesis  proved  most  serviceable  in  the 
operation ;  after  towing  the  troop-boats  ashore,  she  took  a  good 
sheltered  position,  nearly  shut  in  from  the  fire  of  Anunghoy,  and 
another  fort  on  the  western  side  of  the  river;  she  then  attacked 
Anunghoy  with  her  bow-gun,  and  the  western  fort  with  her 
stern.  The  British  force  on  landing  were  perfectly  protected  from 

the  enemy's  fire. 
On  the  26th,  at  day-light,  the  three  howitzers  opened  (from  the 

sand-bag  battery  raised  on  the  previous  night  on  South  Wang- 
tung) upon  the  Chinese  fortifications  on  the  northern  island.  The 

firing  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit,  and  the  shells  told  with  great 
precision  on  the  wooden  huts  under  the  walls  of  the  custom-house, 
which  were  speedily  on  fire.  Theiie  defences  were  exceedingly  well 
covered  with  sand-bt^  batteries,  and  if  efficiently  served  would 
have  caused  a  severe  struggle  to  take  or  demolish  them. 

The  attack' was  not  simultaneous,  owing  to  a  perfect  calm  and 
a  strong  ebb-tide,  but  in  the  meantime  the  enemy  were  to  all  ap- 

pearance r^ady  for  action^  posted  at  commanding  points,  covered 
with  sand-bags. 

Near  eleven  o'clock,  a.m.,  the  Queen  steamer  commenced  the  ac- 
tion. The  Chinese  instantly  returned  the  fire  from  the  sand- 

batteries  which  they  had  lately  erected  towards  Anson's  Bay.  The 
Bien/mm,  although  attacked,  did  not  return  fire  until  she  got 
within  about  600  yards  of  Anunghoy,  when  she  opened  her  broad- 

side. The  Melville  took  a  good  position  within  about  400  yards 
of  the  fort,  and  like  the  Blenheim  chose  a  close  position  before 
opening  her  fire,  then  gave  her  starboard  broadside,  aiid  did  great 
damage  to  the  fort ;  the  object  being  to  destroy  the  sand-batteries 
and  forts,  not  the  people  at  the  guns.  After  a  few  broadsides  the 
enemy  was  seen  flying  from  the  fort  up  the  hill. 

Sir  F.  Le  Senhouse  then  landed  with  about  300  men,  sweeping 
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all  bdiufe  iHbasm.    The  British  flag  was  flying  on  the  baMerias 
nhardy  after  one  o'clock,  p.m. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Caliape  opened  the  action  on  the  weatem 
side  ol^  Wteoigtimg,  alao  the  SamaraTig,  Herald^  and  Mligaior,  the 
advanced «quadFon,  took  a  position  north  of  the  island;  while  the 
WieUesl^,  Ik'mdj  and  Modeste  attacked  the  western  defences. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  when  seven 
men-of-war  were  arrayed  against  them,  independent  of  the  howitzers 
which  had  been  battering  them  seveiid  hours ;  the  defenders  could 
not  quit  the  fort,  being  shut  in  on  every  side  by  the  river.  The 
Chinese  fire  ceased  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  gallant  Major 
Pratt  landed  with  detachments  of  the  26th  and  49th,  followed  by 
the  marines  under  Captain  Ellis,  and  the  37th  M.  N.  I.  under 
Captains  Duff  and  Mee. 

The  fall  of  the  ifbrts  was  announced  by  a  circular  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty^s  subjects  thus : — 

"  A  Chinese  force  of  upwards  of  2,000  troops  of  eUte  (strongly 
entrenched  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  defended  by  upwards 
of  100  pieces  of  artillery),  was  entirely  routed  this  afternoon,  after 
an  obstinate  resistance,  attended  with  great  loss  of  life.  The  can- 

non was  rendered  unserviceable,  the  encampment  and  ammunition 
destroyed,  and  the  late  British  ship  Cambridge  blown  up,  she  hav- 

ing previously  taken  part  in  the  action.  This  signal  service  was 
achieved  by  the  advanced  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain 

Herbert,  l^e  casualties  on  the  side  of  Her  Majesty^s  forces  have been  inconsiderable. 

"  Whampoa,  27th  February.  ''  C.  Elliot,  H.  M.  P.'' 
Hostilities  being  at  an  end,  the  attention  of  the  commanders 

was  directed  to  assisting  and  saving  the  lives  of  the  unfortunate 
enemy.  To  attain  this  object,  boats  were  sent  to  pick  them  up  out 
of  the  water,  where  they  were  floating.  So  ignorant  were  they  of 
the  characteristic  humanity  that  distinguishes  true  valour,  that 
many  drowned  themselves  on  the  approach  of  the  boats ;  but  a 
great  many  were  saved,  and  being  brought  on  board,  resuscitated 
and  kindly  treated,  and  in  a  few  hours  fiberated  without  any  con- 
ditions. 

The  Emperor  was  fmious  on  hearing  of  the  fetU  of  the  forts,  and 
issued  the  following  edict,  ordering  Keshen  and  all  his  family  to 
be  put  to  death  on  arriving  at  Peking,  whither  he  was  to  be  sent  in 
chfons  and  bare-headed. 

Imperial  edict,  ordering  Keshen  to  be  put  to  death  on  the  day  Ae 
arrives  in  Peking. 

''  On  the  4th  day  of  the  3rd  moon  (March  26th)  an  imperial 
edict  was  received. 

p2 
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'*  It  it  authenticated  that  before  Keshen  reported  that  the 
kmng  tcftm,  Chm-leemhingy  having  lost  his  forces  through  losiDg 
opportunities^  cut  his  throat  and  died. 
-  *^  Bat  now  it  is  authenticated  that  general  Ho  and  the  $eonfoo 

B*  hame  reported  that  the  $ankeang  chin,  Chm-Jwnahing,  was  faii^- 
tvlf  TaUant,  and  a  good  tactician.  That  he  had  requested  governor 
KtMken  to  block  up  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  also  requested  the 
issue  of  five  thousand  catties  of  gunpowder :  but  Keshen  would  not 
allow  the  river  to  be  blocked  up,  and  only  issued  one  thousand 
eatties  of  powder,  with  which,  moreover,  was  mixed  up  a  good  deal 
of  sand  and  mud,  which  rendered  the  guns  useless ;  and  both  fiitber 
and  son  perished  fighting  in  the  ranks :  a  fate  highly  to  be  com- miserated I 

''  Further.  E.  has  reported  that  on  the  6th  day  the  Tlffer^s  gate 
was  laid  in  ruins  :  which  intelligence  has  riven  my  very  heart  and 
liver  I  I  did  not  deem  that  Keshen,  firom  his  common-*plaoe  talent, 
could  sell  his  country,  and  still  have  talent  sufficient  to  gloss  over 
his  treason  :  a  crime  for  which  even  death  is  not  a  sufficient  pu- 

nishment :  I  order  that  the  ytUinkeun  (the  Emperor's  own  troops, 
some  of  his  guards,  we  presume),  with  the  utmost  rigour,  to  seal 
and  lock  up  the  temple  of  his  ancestors  and  those  of  his  relations. 

'*  I  further  order  HoHh  (a  Tartar)  to  proceed  to  Canton,  and 
bring  Kesken  to  Peking ;  and  the  rebellious  minister  and  his  whole 
family  are  to  be  put  to  death  on  the  very  day  of  his  arrival. 

'^  But  since  the  Tiger^a  gate  has  been  laid  in  ruins,  the  provincial 
city  must  be  in  danger.  You,  E-Leang,  should,  in  conjunction 
with  the  imperial  envoy,  Yangfang^  exert  yourself  to  keep  the  city 
ditch. 

"  Heretofore,  the  rebellious  foreigners  dreaded  the  former  go- 
vernor and  milnislBr,  lAn ;  but  I,  the  Emperor,  was  deceived  into 

listening  to  the  rebellions  minister's  deceptive  schemes,  even  so  far 
as  to  deprive  Lin  of  his  office.  Now  the  ruling  ministers  have  de- 

livered a  statement,  requesting  me  to  restore  Lin  to  his  original 
office.  Sut  impeHaJl  orders  have  already  been  given  to  the  go- 

vernor Kelung  to  succeed ;  and  it  is  not  required  to  make  a  fiir&er 
change ;  but  I  confer  upon  Uan  the  first  degree  of  the  second  rank  ; 
and  join  hion  with  E.  and  his  eolleagues  to  consult  on  military  plans 
(for  the  defence  of  the  parovinoe).    Respect  tMs.'^ 

Eight  Accmatum  against  Keshen,  presented  at  Court  Ay  B. 
lAeuienani-gGvemar  of  Canton^ 

Ist.    "  He  held  interviews  with  and  received  documents  from 
EUiot,  on  equal  terms. 

2nd.    "  After  his  arrival  at  Canton,  he  did  not  choose  out  and 

*  Provinot  of  three  rivers.  f  A  military  title* 
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deptttet  either  literwry  or  militaiy  mandarins  to  go  to  ElMot,  to 
speak  ̂ ont  affairs,  but  only  employed  in  his  office  a  traitovous 
Han  (Chinese)  named  Paoupang. 

8rd.  '^  The  admiral  (Kwan)  took  the  troops,  and  proceeded  out 
to  sea  to  guard  and  watch  the  public  interests,  but  nothing  what- 

ever would  Keshen  communicate  to  him,  and  when  he  (the  admiral) 
lequested  definite  instructions,  he  was  forthwith  met  with  angry 
railing,  and  it  became  impossible  for  the  admiral  himself  to  adjust 
these  affairs  of  more  or  less  importance. 
4di.  "  He  issued  orders  to  each  of  the  forts,  that  it  would  not 

be  allowed  to  those  who  might  be  covetous  of  merit  to  ruin  matters 
by  op^iing  fire  with  their  musketry  and  great  guns  of  their  own 
accord,  and  consequently  these  forts  and  the  military  stations  were 
all  lost  on  the  same  day. 

5th.  "  He  constramed  Lekeen,  the  adjutant«general,  to  pre- 
pare an  official  despatch  for  him,  acknowledging  Ids  (Keshen's) 

(^enoes,  forcing  him  to  affix  his  (Lekeen's)  seids  to  the  same,  and 
to  present  it  to  Elliot. 

6tfa.  ̂ '  He  changed  every  measure  for  the  worse,  made  vague 
and  incoherent  representations  to  the  court,  and  brought  disaster 
upon  the  admiral  (who  fell  at  the  taking  of  the  Bocca  Tigris). 

7th«  '^  At  the  offing  of  Saetsze  (on  the  river  above  the  Bocca 
Tigris)  he  fibred  salutes  and  went  to  receive  Elliot,  and  also  dis- 

patched messengers  to  deliver  his  commands  to  each  of  the  forts, 
that  they  were  to  observe  the  same  arrangement,  and  reoerre  Elliot 
in  like  manner. 

Sth.  '^  He  affixed  his  seal  to  a  document  dismembering  a  por- 
tion of  our  territory,  and  delivering  it  over  to  these  barbarian  men 

6xr  a  place  ot  residence. 
^*  I,  E.,  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Kwaiigiimg>  fay  tbe»  aoousa- tions  before  the  court. 

«  Macao,  April  8th,  1841/'  .   •   t,      \ 

The  following  inventory  of  the  confiscated  property  at  Keshen, 
is  translated  from  a  Chinese  paper  :-^ 

*'  Account  of  property  seized  by  l^eimpmal  government  in  K^- 
hen's  houses ;— Gold,  270,000  taels  weight ;  sy^ee  feilver,  3,400,000 taels  weight;  foreign  money,  2,000,000  taels  weight;  land  cultivated, 
thirty-nine  king — a  king  contains  100  mow,  or  Chinese  acres,  equal 
to  about  one-third  of  an  English  acre  j  pawnshops  in  the  province  of 
Pechele,  four;  pawn-shops  at  Shingking  or  Moukden,  two;  bank- 

ing (or  shroff)  shops,  eighty-four ;  learge  pearls,  ninety-four ;  strings 
of  pearls,  fourteen ;  pearl  lamps,  eight ;  arrow  thumb-rings,  made 
of  the  feathers  of  the  fei  tmf  bird,  tbirty-four;  pieces  of  coral, 
eighteen;  ginseng,  catties,  twenty-four;  deers*  horns,  catties, 
twenty-five;  lengths  of  silk,  480;  broad  cloth  and  English  camlet, 
thirty  pieces ;  striking  clocks,  eighteen  in  number ;  gold  watches, 
ten;  fur  ̂ tffnents,  twenty-four;  images  of  horses,  made  of  pre< 
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ciaiis  Btoiiea^  two;  images  of  lions^  made  of  precious  stones^  tiro ; 
chrTstal  wash-hand-basins^  twentjr-eight ;  tortoise-shell  bedstead^ 
one;  chariots,  four;  female  slaves,  168/' 

March  Srd,,  1841. — Hostilities  were  resxuned  on  the  part  of  the 
Chinese,  firom  a  masked  battery  situated  on  the  north-east  end  of 
Whampoa.  About  twenty  Chinese  were  killed,  and  upwairds  of 

twenty  guns  destroyed ;  her  Majesty's  plenipotentiary  was  shortly 
afterwards  visited  by  the  Kwang-chow-foo,  (Mayor  of  Canton),nnder 
a  flag  of  true  hostilities  when  ceased. 

On  the  7th,  the  armistice  granted  to  the  Chinese  having  expired, 

the  works  in  advance  of  Howqua'sfort  were  occupied,  and  Captam 
Elliot  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  Canton,  to  show  forbear- 

ance to  the  last : — 

"  Your  city  is  spared,  because  the  gracious  Sovereign  of  €hreat 
Britain  has  commanded  her  high  officers  to  remember  that  the 
good  and  peaceful  people  must  be  tenderly  considered.  But  if  the 
high  officers  of  the  Celestial  Court  offer  obstruction  to  the  British 
forces  in  their  present  stations,  then  it  will  be  necessary  to  answer 
force  by  force.  And  if  the  merchants  be  prevented  from  buying 
and  selling  freely  with  the  British  merchants,  then  the  whole  trade 
must  be  stopped.  The  high  officers  of  the  English  nation  have 
used  their  best  efforts  to  prevent  the  miseries  of  war;  und  the  re- 

sponsibility of  the  actual  state  of  things  must  rest  on  'the  heads  of 
the  bad  advisers  of  the  Emperor.'' 

March  the  13th.  The  Chinese  fort  at  Macao  passage,  which 
had  been  lately  strengthened  and  supported  by  flanlnng  field- 
works,  was  taken  by  Captain  Herbert;  the  enemy  having  displayed 
some  spirit  and  energy. 

The  Nemesis  (Captain  Hall)  with  the  boats  of  the  Samarangy 
and  AtaUmta  proceeded  from  Macao  towards  Canton  by  the  inner 
passfige.  This  small  force  destroyed  seven  small  batteries,  with  105 
pieces  of  cannon,  together  with  nine  sail  of  men-of-war  junks. 

The  wonderftd  exertions  of  Captain  Hall  throughout  the  whole 
Chinese  war,  deserve  the  highest  honours  which  can  be  conferred 
on  him.  His  two  volumes  on  the  '^  Nemesis''  are  even  a  faint 
tribute  to  his  gallant,  energetic,  and  skilful  conduct. 

19th.  A  flag  of  truce  having  been  fired  on,  the  remaining  de- 
fences in  Macao  passage,  the  Dutch  folly,  and  a  large  flotilla  of 

boats  were  taken  and  destroyed ;  the  city  of  Canton  placed  under 
the  guns  of  the  squadron,  and  the  foreign  factories  occupied  by  the 
British  troops. 

20th.  A  suspension  of  hostilities  was  agreed  upon  between  the 
new  imperial  commissioner  Yang,  and  Captain  Elliot.  Fending 
the  final  settlement,  ships-of-war  were  to  remain  near  the  neigh- 

bourhood of  the  English  factories.  The  port  was  opened  to  the 
ships  of  all  nations. 

While  this  armistice  was  in  force,  the  three  commissioners  at 
Canton,  Yih,  Lung,  and  Yang,  issued  the  following  address  to  the 
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people  at  C^aoitoD  j  it  is  another  added  to  many  existing  proofs^ 
hoVF  enroueous  has  been  the  estimate  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of 
officials  in  China. 

*^  It  is  well  known  the  tiger' 8  gate  of  the  province  of  Canton,  is 
a  fortified  pass  of  the  utmost  importance ;  now  the  said  rebellions 
barbaiiansy  seeking  and  making  causes  of  quarrel  and  war^  the 
forts  have  already  been  subjected  to  their  attacks ;  and  we,  the 
said  leaders,  troops  having  been  already  prepared  at  all  points, 
have  received  the  imperial  orders  to  head  the  grand  army  to  the 
attack  and  extermination  (of  the  said  barbarians) ;  and  when  we 
fix  on  an  early  day  to  commence  operations,  the  rebellious  barba- 
nana  either  make  false  professions  of  their  wishes  to  submit,  or  in 
fear  slink  off:  in  either  case  we  cannot^  them. 

^^  The  turning,  inconstancy,  and  tergiversation  of  the  rebellious 
barbajdans  have  reached  the  extreme,  and  the  supreme  ruler,  in 
his  glorious  and  sublime  majesty,  trembles  with  indignation,  and 
has  coxmnanded  us  to  lead  on  our  armies,  and  decidedly  not  again 
allow  them  to  beg  for  reconciliation.  If  any  make  pretexts,  and 
do  not  hasten  to  have  all  prepared,  until  they  even  sink  into  neg- 

lect and  r^tais^iess,  all  the  officers  at  tiie  maritime  entrances  and 
military  stations  shall  be  held  responsible. 

Farther,  the  imperial  will  has  been  received  imperatively  to 
take  the  leaders  of  the  rebels,  and  send  them  in  cages  to  the  im- 

perial city,  there  to  suffer  the  utmost  extremity  of  the  law.  And 
if  they  are  not  seized  and  firmly  retained,  or  ordered  out  oi  the 
port  and  to  go  far  away,  this  also  shall  be  imputed  as  a  crime  to 
the  defensive  military ;  the  military  code  is  ready,  and  decidedly 
there  shall  be  no  iadulgence. 

"It  is  proper  that  we  hasten  to  issue  a  proclamation  according 
to  the  late  state  of  affairs  (i.  e.  war  not  peace,  separation  not  har- 

mony.) We  therefore  invite  all  brave  and  hardy  sailors  to  enter 
immediately ;  those  who  distinguish  themselves  shall  be  reported 
for  rewards  :  thus  great  favours  and  severe  punishments,  are  both 
within  their  own  choice.  Especially  obey  it,  be  attentive  to  it. 

Oppose  not.     A  special  proclamation.     3rd  moon,  15th  day/^ 
May  the  10th. — Since  the  truce  of  the  20th  March,  every  faci- 

lity had  been  given  to  British  commerce,  and  friendly  intercourse 
had  taken  place  between  the  four  new  commissioners,  sent  to  Can- 

ton to  arrange  the  demands  of  the  British  government,  and  Her 

Majestjr^s  plenipotentiary. 
Captain  Elliot  had  an  interview  with  the  Prefect  of  Canton,  and 

having  been  perfectly  satisfied  that  a  plot  was  hatched  for  the  des- 
truction of  the  British  forces  and  merchants,  hastily  returned  to 

Hong  Kong.  On  the  previous  day,  summary  punishment  had 
been  inflicted  upon  a  native  in  the  public  streets,  for  daring  to 
recommend  peace.  New  cannon  were  cast  in  large  quantities,  and 
nuinerons  batteries  completed  and  manned  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  both  above  and  below  the  factories ;  an  immense  influx  of 
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strange  toldiers  took  place  ftom  distant  prcmnces.  May  the  90Ch; 
The  natives  who  were  in  the  secret,  were  discovered  to  have  left 
the  city  in  thonsands,  notwithstanding  a  proclamation  issued  by 
the  Prefect,  calming  their  fears.  Copies  of  this  document  were 
served  on  the  foreign  merchants.  An  abstract  will  snffice.  "  Attd 
yon,  the  said  foreign  merchants,  onght  also  to  remain  quiet  in  yo«ur 
lawful  pursuits,  continuing  your  trade  as  usual,  without  alarm  4Mr 

suspicion/' 21  St. — Captain  Elliot  issued  a  circular,  recommending  sQ  Britisft 
merchants  to  leave  Canton  before  sunset,  which  they  accordingly 
did,  excepting  parties  belonging  to  American  houses.  Ahtmt 
ten  o'elock  p.m.,  the  Chinese  commenced  the  attack  with  fire-ndta 
against  the  British  vessels,  which  continued  throughout  the  whole 
night,  but  without  doing  any  damage. 

^2nd. — ^A  boat  belonging  to  the  American  ship  Morison,  with 
four  seamen,  an  officer,  and  three  passengers,  sailed  for  Wfaampoa, 

with  a  "  chop ''  written  in  large  characters ;  they  were  all  taken 
prisoners,  and  more  or  less  wounded.  At  day-light,  the  Nemesisr, 
Modesto,  Pylades,  and  Algerine,  having  completed  the  destrudtioil 
of  the  fire-rafts,  moved  towards  the  western  fort  at  Shameen,  ahd 
silenced  them  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  Nemesis  pushed  towards  a  flotiUa  of  war-junks,  sinking 
tiiirty-nine  with  an  equal  number  of  fire-boats  and  fishing-smadcs. 
In  the  midst  of  this  flotilla,  the  Chinese  had  a  floating  battery 
ftimished  with  heavy  guns,  which  if  properly  served  would  have 
done  great  damage. 

While  these  scenes  were  going  on,  Yihshan  the  Chinese  com- 
maiider  dispatched  2,000  of  his  troops  to  the  British  factories  in 
search  of  anjis ;  indiscriminate  plunder  commenced,  and  not  a  par- 

ticle of  property  was  left. 

Monday  the  25th  May. — ^The  British  forces  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Hugh  (now  Lord)  Gough,  arrived  in  the  Macao  passage  about 

two  miles  from  the  city,  and  it  was  three  o^clock  p.m.  before  every- 
thing was  ready  for  attack.  The  Chinese  now  opened  their  fire 

upon  the  ships,  at  the  same  time  they  put  in  motion  some  fire  ves- 
sels, which  drifted  across  the  river,  and  set  fire  to  the  suburbs. 

The  enemy  continued  firing  from  the  city  walls  for  the  remainder 
of  the  day.  To  the  eastward  of  the  forts,  was  a  hill  with  a  fort- 

ress upon  the  top  of  it.  This  was  soon  occupied  by  a  detachment 
of  the  49th.  To  the  eastward  of  this  hill  in  low  ground,  and  close  to 
the  suburbs,  was  a  village  filled  with  Chinese  troops,  number- 

ing not  less  than  4,000  men,  between  it  and  an  entrenched  camp 
with  which  it  communicated.  The  camp  and  village  were  soon 
cleared,  under  Major-general  Burrell,  with  the  18th  and  49th. 

Night  approaching,  the  assault  on  the  city  was  deferred  for  the 

following  day.  The  first  thing  they  observed  before  ten  o'clodt 
A.M.,  was  a  white  flag  displayed  from  the  walls.  A  mandarin  now 
visited  General  Gough,  wishing  to  propose  terms  of  peace,  but  was 
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T^fyaeei.te  Captain  EUiot^  who  was  with  the  advanced  n^fmdapWikl 
the  river. 

The  truce  enabled  Lord  Gough  to  make  such  prepRmtioeat  aft* 
would  secure  his  taking  possession  of  the  city  on  the  following,  di^* 
Cajptain  !Blliot  dispatched  an  officer  as  soon  as  his  terms  were  com* 
plied  withy  the  messenger  missed  his  way,  wandering  about -all 
night,  and  only  reached  his  commander  a  few  minutes  before  the 
assault  was  to  have  commenced.  One  of  the  arrangements  en* 
tered  into  was,  that  the  Tartar  troops  were  to  evaonate  the  city, 
and  retire  to  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  which  was  accordingly 
dona. 

29tb,*— Two  days  after  the  city  was  ransomed,  large  bodies  of 
troops  were  diseovered  upon  the  heights  about  three  miles  to  the 
rear  of  the  head-quarters.  Lord  Oough,  after  providing  for  a 
strict  watch  to  be  kept  on  the  city,  (thinking  this  a  ruse)  attacked 
this  body,  which  amounted  at  different  times  to  10,000  or  15,000 
meiiy  and  totally  routed  them.  The  destruction  of  life  on  the  side 
of  the  Chinese  was  very  great ;  some  say  1,500  killed  and  5,000 
woHuded*  The  loss  on  our  side  was  14  killed  in  action,  and  about 
1^  wounded.  The  heat  was  fearful,  and  our  troops  buffered  on 
that  account  severely.  Had  they  stormed  Canton,  the  slaughter 
would  have  been  terrific. 

JLJD.  1841,  May  the  81st.— The  sum  of  500,000  dollars  was 
this  day  paid,  and  the  troops  left  the  heights  above  Canton,  and 
returned  to  their  ships ;  the  British  authorities  a  second  time  e^-i 
hibiting  magnanimity  and  forbearance  unparalleled  in  history. 

Anguftt  the  10th. — Sir  H.  Fottinger  arrived  as  sole  plenipoten- 
tiary and  minister  to  the  court  of  Peking;  anextract  fi^om  his  address 

to  the  British  merchants,  will  best  illustrate  the  state,  of  affairs, 
after  nearly  two  months  tiuce* 

•'  Macao,  August  I2th,  184L 
^'  Sir  H.  Pottinger  had  intimated  to  the  proyiijiycial  government 

of  Canton,  that  he  was  willing  to  respect  the  existing  truce,  but 
that  the  slightest  infraction  of  its  terms,  will  lead  to  an  instant  re* 
newal  of  hostilities :  an  event  highly  probable  from  the  well«known 
perfidy  and  bad  faith  of  the  provincial  officers.  Sir  H.  Pottinger 

cautions  Her  MaJesty^s  subjects,  and  all  other  foreigners,  against 
putting  their  lives  or  properties  in  their  power." 

August  the  26th. — ^A  circular  from  Sir  H.  Pottinger  of  this  date, 
announced  the  capture  of  Amoy,  after  a  short  defence.  Kve 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon  were  rendered  useless,  together  with 
immense  magazines  f  uU  of  munitions  of  war. 

A.D.  1841,  October  the  2nd. — ^Eight  months  had  elapsed  since  the 
evacuation  of  Chusan,  when  a  circular  from  Sir  H.  Pottinger  an- 

nounced the  re-capture  of  Tinghai,  the  capital  of  the  Chusan  group. 
The  exertions  made  during  the  cessation  of  hostilities  must  have 
been  extraordinary,  for  nearly  two  miles  facing  the  city,  was  one 
continued,  line  of  embankments  with  openings  for  guns.    From 
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tfce  nnmitioiM  and  great  stores  of  provisions  found,  the  l^iatt^es 
must  haye  bsen  considered  unimpregnable. 
Among  other  illustrations  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  fre- 

quently advanced,  that  the  Chinese  officials  misrepresented  to 
their  government  at  Peking,  the  true  record  of  facts,  I  give  the 
following  report  of  Yukeen  to  the  Emperor,  after  the  capture  of 
Chusan,  (Tinghae  is  the  chief  town)  in  October  184>1.  It  is 
scarcely  neoessary  to  add,  that  the  blowing-up  of  the  steamer,  the 
destruction  and  flight  of  our  troops,  are  entirely  unfounded  in 
truth. 

''  A  rough,  or  original,  report — or  sketch — of  the  imperial  envoy 
and  great  minister,  1^. 

"  I  report  the  loss  of  Tlnffhae,  through  the  great  disturbances 
caused  by  the  disorderly  and  rebellious  barbarians ;  this  despatch 
is  forwarded  at  the  rate  of  600  le  a-day. 

'^  I  report,  looking  up,  praying  for  the  imperial  glance  on  the 
affair. 

'*  Your  slave  humbly  begs  to  state,  that  on  the  15th  day  of  the 
8th  moon  (September  2nd,)  the  rebellious  barbarians  stole  into 
Tinghae;  but  on  being  attacked  they  immediately  retreated :  I  now 
proceed  to  state  the  circumstances  in  a  duly  prepared  report. 

"  About  the  shin  period — 3  to  5  p.m.— on  the  18th  day  (October 
2),  a  military  flying  despatch  announced,  that  on  the  13th  at  noon 
(September  27)  thirteen  sail  of  barbarian  ships  had  arrived  on  the 
look-out  in  the  harbour  (of  Tinghae),  and  when  they  had  reached 
beyond  Chah  Shanmun,  they  were  anchored  unobserved.  After- 
wiuxis,  three  steam-vessels  and  one  three-masted  ship,  came  into 
Chuhshan  mun  (bamboo-hill  bay,  or  roads).  General  Koyan,  &c, 
led  on  his  troops  and  opened  fire,  and  shot  away  the  mainmast  of 
the  barbarian ship^which  then  rat-lil^erim  away, 

"  On  the  16th  day.  they  first  passed  to  KHhseangmun  and  at- 
tacked Tungkeangpoo^  but  our  troops  successively  opening  their  fire, 

the  rebels  did  not  dare  to  advance. 

"  On  the  17th  day, — in  the  cAom;  period — 1  to  3  a.m. — ^the  rebel 
steamers  attacked  the  city  of  Tinghae.  The  Chintae  Ko  fired  off 
guns  with  his  own  hand  and  good  aim,  set  fire  to  the  powder  on 
the  steamer's  deck,  and  blew  her  to  atoms. 

*^  Afterwards  the  teenshe  of  Tinghae,  Tangkin,  under  the  care  of 
the  naval  officer  commanding,  and  the  deputed  Tungche,  Wang- 
Wekeih,  arrived  at  the  encamjHnent  (at  Chinhae),  bringing  900 
taels  of  silver,  and  the  official  seals  of  the  heen  district  of  Tinghae. 

"  On  questioning  Wang  Wekeih,  he  reported  that  on  the  17th 
day  (October  1)  during  the  we  period — 1  to  3  p.m.,  the  city  of 

Tinghae  was  lost.^^ 
October  the  10th. — The  city  Chinhae,  the  key  of  Ningpo,  yielded 

to  our  spirited  attack.  One  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  brass  ord- 
nance were  taken,  exclusive  of  iron  cannon,  and  many  hundred 

gingalls.     Many  of  the  Chinese  high  officers  ran  away  or  com- 
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mitted  snieide^  but  some  of  their  soldiers  stood  their  ground^  and 
were  forced  from  their  guns  by  the  bayonet. 

13th. — The  commander  having  sailed  for  Ningpo,  the  Chinese 
soldiers  laid  down  their  arms^  and  actually  refused  to  fight^  the 
ocmsequence  was  that  their  officers  fled^  and  the  squadron  anchored 
Tfithin  100  yards  of  the  Walls  of  the  city^  and  our  troops  took  up 
their  quarters  in  the  city. 

The  following  official  report  from  the  general  commanding  in 
Chekeang  x^rovince^  on  the  capture  of  Chinhae  (at  the  river  Ning* 
po  entrance)  and  of  Ningpo,  shews  the  utterly  defenceless  state  in 
which  we  found  this  vast  and  unwieldy  empire^  and  how  com- 

pletely panic  and  disaffection  had  incapacitated  the  people  from 
making  any  resistance  to  our  arms. 

Report  from  the  Tetuh,  or  generaly  of  the  province  of  Chekeang,  on 
the  loss  of  Chinhae  and  Ningpo. 

"  Your  slave^  Yu  Pooyun,  kneeling^  reports  (as  follows) : 
"  On  account  of  the  district  of  Ningpo  being  unoccupied  or 

deserted  (by  the  Chinese  troops)^  it  is  now  necessary  to  establish 
regulations  for  its  defence  and  safety^  and  looking  up^  I  pray  for 
the  imperial  glance  on  the  affair. 

"  I,  your  slave,  humbly  state,  that  on  the  26th  day  of  the  8th 
moon  (Oct.  10,  1841),  because  of  the  loss  of  Chinhae,  I  retreated 
on  Ningpo,  to  defend  it ;  I  then  took  a  hasty  view  of  matters,  and 
forwarded  a  post-haste  dispatch  at  the  rate  of  600  le  a*day :  this  is 
on  record.  And  I  immediately  headed  and  led  on  officers  and 
troops,  whom  I  distributed  and  appointed  for  the  particular  and 
stricter  defence  of  the  sixth  gate  of  Ningpo  j  but  it  was  of  no 
avail,  as  the  walls  were  broad,  and  twenty  le  in  compass ;  and  the 
regular  garrison  in  the  city  before  did  not  amount  to  4000  men ; 
and  these,  besides,  were  distributed  to  guard  the  different  military 
stations  and  encampments ;  and  there  hardly  remained  700  and 
odd  men  in  the  town,  and  although  the  troops  who  had  been  de- 

feated at  Tinghae  and  Chinhae,  hastened  to  return  with  all  speed, 
still  out  of  every  ten  men  not  more  than  one  or  two  returned,  and 
these,  moreover,  were  frightened,  and  had  lost  their  nerve,  and  it 
was  difficult  by  any  influence  to  prevail  on  them  to  keep  their ranks. 

"  Yukeen,  from  the  26th  day  of  the  moon,  when  he  retreated 
from  Chinhae,  and  entered  Ningpo  on  the  same  day,  during  the 
^fich  period — from  seven  to  nine  p.m. — and  escorted  by  Fktng 
Shinlae  and  others,  with  some  hundreds  of  soldiers  of  the  province 
of  Keangnan,  retreated  night  and  day  to  Yuyao  and  Chaouhing. 
The  officers  and  troops  who  were  in  the  neighbourhood  merely 
pretended  to  accompany  and  guard  him  (Yukeen) : — but  it  was  the 
name  only,  not  the  reciity — and  generally  they  did  not  enter  and 
keep  the  city  (Yuyao) ;  and  as  they  {Yukeen  and  his  escort)  passed 
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througK  the  district,  all  the  people  were  in  a  great  fright,  anj4  ran 
away,  hiding  themselves,  cjrowding  on  the  road,   and  tranqpling 
each  other  aown ;  and  the  sound  of  weeping  and  wailing  spread 
til  oyer  the  country ;  and  a  starving,  helpless  class  of  vagaoonds 
seised  the  opportnni^  of  combining  with  banditti,  and  to  plunder 
the  people  of  their  wealth  and  goods ;  I,  your  slave,  met  in  con- 
suhation  the  chefoo  of  Ningpo  district,  Tanff  Tinfftsae,  and  we 
directed  the  civil  and  military  officers  who  were  in  the  city  to 
examine  and  seize  (the  robbers)  and  immediately  to  repress  and 
punish ;  bat  when  the  city  had  become  in  a  slight  degree  tranquil, 
unexpectedly  the  steamers  and  barbarian  ships  came  right  in  upon 
Ningpo,  on  the  north-east  side  below  the  city,  sounding  the  depth 
of  water.     The  guns  belonging  to  the  city  had  been  sent  in  the 
6th  moon  of  last  year  to  Tinghae  and  Chinhae  j  so  we  were  at  the 
time  unprovided  with  any  guns  to  fire  off;  and  men^s  hearts  were 
excessively  agitated.     Connecting  all  these  matters,  and  consider- 

ing that  I,  your  slave,  have  been  to  this  time  the  general  of  the 
province  of  Chekeang,  and  constantly  living  in  camps,  there  are 
very  many  of  the  gentry  of  the  city  district  whom  I  have  not  seen, 
I  depended  wholly  on  the  district  magistrate,  Tav^,  who  possessed 
the  people^s  entire  confidence,  to  issue  official  orders  to  fill  the 
ranks,  and  guard  and  defend  (the  country) ;  and  as  to  the  former 
orders  (to  defend  the  city),  only  the  third  and  sixth  gates  of  the 
city  overlooked  the  river,  but  as  there  was  no  artillery,  and  also 
the  fire  from  the  barbarian  ships,  and  their  fire-afrows — ^rockets — 
being  murderously  destructive,  I  became  fearful  that  we  had  no- 

thing to  rely  on  (for  opposition  or  defence).    Every  place  in  the 
whole  province  of  Chekeang  is  of  the  last  importance ;  and  at  pre- 

sent there  are  no  troops  to  be  distributed  (for  its  defence).     Ij 
yotff  slave,  alone  have  utterly  exhausted  my  mind  and  strength, 
in  heading  and  leaiding  on  the  civil  and  military  officers,  and  in 
devisitiff  aid  ̂ MiabUshiii^  means  of  maintaining  fast  hold  (of  the 
province)'!'  at  the  same  time,  I  have  summoned  the  defeated  troops 
to  collect,  togethei"  with  the  stout  and  brave  villagers,  and  called 
them  to  the  rescue ;  and  also  sent  flying  summonses  to  the  officers 
and  troops  of  each  province  to  also  hasten  for  the  safety  (of  Che- 

keang).    I  look  up  for  help  and  support  from  Heaven's  dread 
majesty  (the  Emperor) ;  altogether  hoping  that  if  the  city  is  pre- 

served, an  the  inhabitants  wiU  be  preserved. 

''  I  have  thus,  in  a  flying  despatch,  respectfully  stated  the  de- 
serted and  undccupied  state  of  the  district  of  Ningpo,  the  power 

and  authbrib^  of  ̂ hich  is  in  the  most  imminent  dangier ;  and  the 
circumstances  pf  establishing  means  and  regulations  for  its  guard 
and  safety;  and,  pi^ostrate,  I  beg  for  the  imperial  glance  of  the 
great  Emperor,  and  instructions  how  to  act. 

"  A  respectful  report.  21st  year,  8th  moon,  26th  day. 

«  (Oct.  10,  1^41.)'' 
In  a  report  from  Yihking  to  the  Emperor,  it  was  stated  that  i>h^ 

Chinese  *^  braves^'  had  killed  Sir  H.  Pottinger,  and  that  there  were 
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*^fio^  ̂ shiprloeuk  of  dead  bodies  of  the  bariariang  taken  backio  Tlmg* 
hae  ;'*  (Chusan)  the  Emperor  thus  adverts  to  the  subject, 

*'  Yihking,  has  sent  up  a  document,  relative  to  attacking  and 
capturing  traitorous  natives.  It  has  also  been  represented,  that 
the  rebel  leader,  Pottinger,  attacked  Tmghae^  but  was  killed  by  a 
gun ;  but  it  is  now  said  that  this  is  false.  It  still  appears  that 
there  was  a  barbarian  chief  killed,  caUed  Pa.  {?)  Two  ot/$er  bar* 
harian  chiefs  received  severe  wounds.  J%ere  were  five  skip^loads  of 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  barbarians  taken  back  to  Tinghae*  Besides 
the  above  report  states,  that  a  barbarian  chief  was  oai;^ht,  and 
many  traitorous  natives.  Let  there  be  no  remissness  or  delay, 
until  the  rebels  are  swept  from  the  land.     Bespect  this.'' 

The  Chinese  authorities  entertained  an  idea,  that  by  seductive 
promises,  they  could  induce  the  British  soldiers  and  their  follow- 

ers to  desert. 
An  abstract  of  the  proclamation  from  the  imperial  commissioner 

Tihking,  on  the  30th  January,  1842,  states  that  ''  there  are  many 
natives  amongst  the  black  barbarians  who  have  been  taken  cap- 

tives by  the  English  rebels,  who  grievously  oppress  them,  and  in 
the  day  of  battle  will  place  them  in  front,  where  they  will  have  to 
stand  the  whole  brunt  of  the  conflict. 

*'  If  in  the  day  of  battle,  either  red  or  black  barbarians  will  cast 
away  their  aims,  and  refuse  to  fire;  they  shall  in  all  cases  be 
spared  alive.  Any  who  shall  deliver  up  a  barbarian  chie^  shall  be 
rewarded  with  a  high  dignity ;  any  who  shall  take  the  common 
"  demons,'*  (privates)  shall  have  a  large  sum  of  mone^ ;  and  any 
who  shall  give  up  a  foreign  vessel,  shall  have  all  the  goods  it 
contains.''  Our  troops  and  fleet  wintered  at  Kingpo  and Chusan. 

A.D.  1842.  March  the  10th.— Ever  since  the  c^ture  of  Ning- 
po  in  October,  vigorous  efforts  had  been  making  all  over  the 
empire,  to  exterminate  the  barbarians ;  but  until  this  date^  nothing 
of  a  serious  nature  occurred.  At  daylight  a  number,  of  Chinese 
troops,  estimated  at  from  10,000  to  12,000,  advanced  mqqxx  the 
south  and  west  gate  of  Ningpo,  got  over  the  walls  and  penetrated 
to  the  market  place,  here  they  were  met  by  the  British  troops,  and 
the  daughter  was  dreadful. 

In  the  meantime  a  vast  number  of  fire-boats  lashed  together, 
were  floated  down  the  river,  but  did  no  damage.  There  were 
exactly  similar  attempts  made  on  Chinhae>  but  on  a  smaller  scale, 
with  similar  success.  Tsz-ke  about  ten  miles  from  Ningpo,  had 
been  making  extensive  preparations ;  which  was  well  known  to  the 
commander  of  ihe  British  forces, 

March  15th. — The  repulses  at  Ningpo  and  Chinhae,  had  fright- 
ened the  imperial  troops  at  Tsz-ke,  and  before  a  retrogade  move- 
ment could  be  completed,  they  were  totally  routed,  and  upwards 

of  1,000  killed.  The  troops  here  were  in  appearance  and  bodily 
strength,  superior  to  any  hitherto  met  with,  and  numbered  from 
8,000  to  lOjiOOO.    The  admirable  position  chosen,  shewed  consider- 
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able  militaiy  ddU  in  tlieir  generaLsj  and  they  held  their  ground 
with  some  obstinacy. 

May  the  2lBt.«^A.  drcolar  from  Admiral  Parker  of  this  date^ 
announced  the  capture  of  Chapu.  By  the  indefeUigable  exertions 
of  Cknnmanders  Kellett  and  Collinson,  two  officers  of  firsts-rate 
talent  in  their  noble  profesaion,  and  distinguished  for  their 
scientific  energy  and  enterprize  in  sorreying  and  soundings  the 
Comwailis^  Blonde,  and  Modesto  were  enabled  to  take  up  a  good 
position  against  the  sea^batteries^  consisting  of  two  works  mount- 

ing twelve  guns,  about  one-third  the  way  up  a  ate^  hill,  and 
crowned  with  a  Joss  house^  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
There  were  three  other  masked  batteries  mounting  thirty  guns. 
The  Chinese  force  was  estimated  at  8^000  regulars,  1700  of  whom 
were  Tartars.  There  w^ne  from  1200  to  1500  of  the  enemy 
buried,  and  but  few  prisoners  taken.  The  preparations  for  -war^ 
fEure  were  on  a  very  large  scale,  such  as  a  gun  foundry,  gunpowder 
manufactory,  and  extensive  arsenals,  v^st  quantity  ̂   gingals, 
matchlocks,  bows  and  arrows;  all  of  which  w^e  destroyed. 

A  severe  typhoon  (hurricane)  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Canton  in  1841;  the  effects  of  whidi  were  greatly  magnified  in  the 
report  made  to  Peking,  whereupon  the  following  imiperial  edict 
was  issued,  which  shews  the  tone  and  feelings  of  the  Sinperor 
towards  the  Engh^  at  that  time. 

^'  Yihshan  and  his  colleagues  have  reported  that  the  ocean  has-been 
agitated  by  typhoons,  and  the  public  offices  and  landing  places  of 
the  English  barbarians  entirely  destroyed,  and  one  shipwrecked. 

"  By  the  report  it  is  authenticated,  that  on  the  4th  day  of  6th 
moon  (July  21)  between  the  hours  of  3  and  5  p.m.  a  typhoon  ccon* 
menced  which  forced  the  waves  to  run  mountains  high,  and  at  the 
same  time  torrents  of  rain  descended.  The  laige  and  small  bar- 

barian vessels  anchored  in  Tseenshakeo  (the  Typa)  were  sunk  by  the 
waves,  and  the  great  and  small  '^  flowet^^  boats  belonging  to  native 
traitors,  were  either  entirely  destroyed,  or  driven  out  to  sea;  of 
these  that  have  escaped^  large  and  small,  the  number  exceeds 
forty.  The  masts  of  all  the  ships  were  carried  away,  and  of  the 
barbarian  banditti  and  native  traitors,  the  number  drowned  exceeds 
calculation ;  all  the  tents  and  mat-sheds  were  blown  away  by  the 
wind,  none  were  saved.  The  new-built  landing  places  were  swept 
clean  away,  and  nothing  left  but  an  empty  space,  and  the  sea  was 
covered  with  floating  corpses.     Such  is  the  report. 

"  I,  the  Emperor,  having  turned  over  and  looked  at  the  rest,  fed 
most  grateful  for  Heaven's  favours ;  but  while  thus  rgoicing  in 
happiness,  I  should  entertain  a  wholesome  dread  of  Heaven^s  awful 
majesty— ̂ (r^oicc  tvith  trembling) .  The  cup  of  the  iniquities  of 
the  said  barbarians  is  full ;  their  disorderly  and  illegal  conduct 
has  destroyed  the  people;  long  and  much  have  they  travelled  iu 
unrighteous  paths;  but  at  last  they  must  bow  their  heads  to 

heaven's  ̂ termination*    All  this  has  been  accorded  by  secret, 
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silent  influences  :  the  intelligent  goda  aid  and  protect  in  nlence. 
The  murderous  influences  are  swept  clean  away^  and  the  botwr- 
daries  of  ooean  are  established  in  quiet.  It  is  proper  that  we 
should  with  sincerity  bum  incense,  to  offer  up  our  righteous 
thoughts.  I  order  Yihshan  and  his  colleagues  to  go  in  penon  to 
all  the  temples,  and  reverently  announce  my  thanksgivings ;  and 
on  the  2dth  day  of  the  moon,  to  fast  and  sleep  witibin  the  city; 
and  on  the  30th  day  to  perform  all  the  ceremonies  in  the  different 
temples.  I  further  order  the  Teachanffking,  to  reverently  attend 

to  all  the  preparations.    Respect  this/'     1841. 
1842,  June  the  16th.  The  whole  British  forces  arrived  safe  in 

the  Yangtzekang  river,  at  a  point  where  it  joins  the  Woosung. 
So  confident  were  the  Chinese  of  defending  this  important  en- 

trance, that  they  hailed  the  enemy  with  cheers.  At  dayUght  our 
squadron  weighed  anchor,  and  the  enemy  opened  fire,  which  conti- 

nued on  both'sides  for  two  hours ;  when  that  of  the  Chinese  began  to slacken,  and  the  marines  andlseamen  werelanded .  253  guns,  of  which 
forty-two  were  brass,  were  taken  in  the  batteries.  The  whole  were 
mounted  on  pivot  carriages.  The  British  naval  force  had  two  killed, 
and  twenty-five  wounded,  the  land  forces  sustained  no  injury.  The 
Blonde,  frigate  and  Sesostris  steamer  had  twenty-five  shots  in  their 
hull,  the  first  fourteen  and  the  other  eleven.  On  the  17th  some 
of  the  lighter  vessels  advaxiced  up  the  Woosung  river,  and  destroyed 
a  deserted  battery,  mounting  fifty-five  guns,  of  which  seventeen 
were  brass. 

On  the  19th  two  batteries,  close  to  the  city  of  Shanghai,  opened 
their  guns  on  the  advanced  division,  but  on  receiving  a  couple  of 
broadsides  the  enemy  fled ;  the  batteries,  which  contained  forty- 
eight  guns  (seventeen  brass)  were  instantly  occupied,  and  the 
troops  took  possession  of  the  city,  in  which  were  extensive  grana- 

ries belonging  to  the  government.  These  were  opened  and  freely 
given  to  the  people.  The  next  day  the  Admiral  proceeded  up  the 
river  Woosung  about  fifty  miles,  and  met  with  other  field-works, 
which  he  destroyed.  The  total  number  of  ordnance  captured  on 
these  encounters  was  364,  of  which  seventy-six  were  brass  lately 
east,  with  devices  and  characters  which  signified  that  they  were 
intended  to  subdue  the  barbarians. 

Shanghai  was  captured,  after  scarcely  a  momentary  resistance, 
en  the  19th.  The  garrison  fled.  The  expedition  was  detained  at 
Woosung  until  the  6th  of  July,  when  it  advanced  up  the  Yangtze- 

kang, and  on  the  11th  reached  a  military  position,  mounting 
thirteen  guns,  which  opened  fire  on  the  leading  ships,  but  were 
soon  silenced,  and  the  guns,  batteries,  and  military  buildings  de- 

stroyed. At  .this  place  the  main  body  of  the  fleet  was  retarded 
by  adverse  winds  for  nearly  a  week. 

On  tibeSOth  the  whole  force,  amounting  to  seventy  sail  of  vessels, 
arrived  and  anchored  abreast  of  the  city  of  Cheakiang.  At  a  dis* 
tanoe  of  three  niiles  &om  the  city  was  a  camp,  vrith  a  large  force. 
The  troops  in  this  camp  only  fired  a  few  volleys  and  dispersed,  but 
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were  piereiited  from  qpproacliiiig  the  city.    The  Tartar  troops  in 
the  city  opened  a  heavy  and  incessant  fire  of  cannon,  gingals,  waU 
tieces  and  matchlocks.  The  wall  was  gallantly  escaladed  under  a 
eavy  fire  from  the  Tartar  troops,  who  disputed  the  ramparts,  and 

,  prolonged  the  contest  for  some  hours,  and  it  was  late  in  the 
erening  before  they  disappeared.  The  city  is  rather  more  than 
four  nules  in  circumference,  the  works  were  admirably  constructed, 
80  that  nothing  but  cannon  could  have  made  any  impression  on  it, 
being  pierced  with  narrow  embrazures  and  loopholes^  and  flanked 
with  tnmsverse  walls.  The  enemy  was  not  less  than  3,000,.  of  whom 
full  1,000  were  killed,  with  about  forty  officers.  The  Tartar  general 
seeing  the  city  taken,  retired  to  his  house,  made  his  servants  set 
fire  to  it,  and  sat  in  his  chair  till  he  was  burned  to  death. 
There  were  various  exaggerated  official  statements  of  the 

''determined  resistance''  offered  to  our  troops  by  the  Chinese 
arms.  This  in  fact  was  but  a  part  of  the  whole  toUe  of  amplifi- 

cation with  which  everything  was  purposely  magnified.  The 
following  detail  of  our  loss,  in  at  least  fifteen  actions,  will  show  the 
worthlessness  of  the  Chinese  army,  and  how  incapable  it  was  to 
resist  the  daring  gallantry  of  our  troops  and  seamen. 

British  and  Chinese  hss,  killed  and  wounded,  during  the  war, 
from  July  bthj  1840,  to  July  2lst,  1842,  according  to  the  offi" 
cial  despatches  from  the  Commanders-in-chief  of  ovr  army  and 
navy.  The  killed  in  batlle  include  soldiers,  seamen,  marines, 
sepoys,  and  camp-followers.  The  wounded  ditto,  and  the  slight- est  scratch  was  called  a  wound. 

Date. 

1840 

July   5 

1841 
Jan.  7 

Name  of  Action. 

» ̂ n^H^v^^^f* 

Tinghae,  Chusan    - 

Chuenpec  fort  (1)  - 

War  junks  (1) 

Tycocktow  forts  (2) 

Carried  forward  - 

British 
and  Indian  force. 

Chineie.* 

91 

66 
82 

25 

• 

None 

■i 

•0 

B 

I 
None 

38 

o 

Mone 

38 

Unk 

I  mm 

•6 •a 

^ 
I 

noivn 

ense. 

•  It  IS  impossible  to  give  the  actual  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Chinese. 
Tlie  official  reports  frequently  advert  to  the  «' great  loss,"  '«  dreadful  slaughter,"  &c., of  the  enwny.  The  nambers  here  give»  are  those  mentioned  in  the  British  sUle- 
ments.  Afker  a  careful  examinatioD,  in  China  and  in  Ei^iid,  of  varioua  data,  And 
I  o°!?^y®''^!!*f  ?«®?  ?Ji  .  engagements,  I  cannot  estimate  the  Chinese  loss  at  less  than 18,000  or  20,000  killed  and  wounded.  Most  of  the  wounded  perished,  unless  where kindly  attended  to  by  the  truly  Christian  spirit  that  ever  pervades  our  nedioal  offlcew in  the  army  and  navy. 
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British  and  Chinese  loss,  fte.-^eontl&aed.) 

Date. 

■ 

Kame  of  Aotion. 

OS 

1841  Brought  forward  - 

Eek,2S  1  Anuqglioj  batteries 
and 

N.  Wantong  f<vr;ta 

Fel>i^7      Cambridge  and  war 

junks Macr.l  8     Defences  of  Canton 

Aiig.26     Amoy  and  defences 

Oct.    1  J  Chiisan     -    .    -    . 

Oct.  10     Gfainghai  citadel      - 
1842 

Mar.  9     Ningpo^  n^ht  attack 

Mar.lO  {  Caiingbaiy  ditto 

Mar.  15  ]  Tsekee  (Segoan) 

"MaylS  I'Cbapoo     -     -     -     - 

June  16     Woosung  batteries   - 

June I 9 Shanghai  -    -    -    - 

Chinkeanfoo  *     •    ̂  

Total    -    -    - 

264 

about 

300 

98 

J23 
106 

550 

136 

150 

Bxittah 

and  IndSan  force. I 

92 

250 
49 

2118 

None 

1 

None 14 

None 

2 

8 

1 

None 

3 

13 

2 

None 

80 

|£ 

69 

88 

6 

8 

6 

112 

27 

16 
5 

None 

22 
52 

!25 

Kqne 126 

1^1 

88 

5 

9 

6 12^ 

9 

S9 

19 

6 

None 

25 65 

27 

None 

156 

9 

about 500  \ 

about 300 

about 
400 

about 

1500 

^ 
o 

Ver 

520 

400 
about 150 

about 
500 

About 82 

800 
1000 

200 

very 

ditto 

ditto 
about 
5000 

y      se 

to 

Ma 

Very 

Ma 
to 

To 

to 

Unkn<^wn. 

raany 

ditto 
ditto 

6500 

vere 
500 

ny. 

great. 

ny. 

1000 

1500 

250 

Slaughter 
Jtercific,  1000. 

Estimated  at 
18,000  to  20,090 

Bemaaks. — (1  and  2.)  The  general  tone  of  the  despatches 
durins  Hie  war  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following  words  firom  the 
offidfU  reports  on  the  actions :  '^  The  Chinese  have  suffered  se- 

verely ;  their  loss^  including  that  o^  board  the  war  junks^  cannot 
be  estimated  At  less  than  500  to  600^  oup  of  a  force  calculated  at 
2000  men.  Ths  slaughter  in  the  lower  fort^  when  carried  by 

fitorm^  was  considerable."  *  *  *  "The  loss  of  the  enemy, 
from  the  number  of  killed  lying  i|i  eveiy  direction,  must  have  been 
moat  severe/'  *  *  *  « ̂   The  service  has  been  performed  with 

trifling  loss  on  thepart  of  Her  Majesty's  forces.''  *  *  *  "The 
loss  on  our  ,$i4e  }^  been  small,  {^»d  would  have  beien  less  but  for 
the  ejLplosion  of  an  eii^penae  magaaine  in  the  fort>  after  <^pture. 

>f 
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— (General  Orders,  Fort  William,  February  24th,  1841 ;  and  Sir 
Gordon  Bremer's  despatches,) 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  British  forces,  army  and  navy, 
had  not  one  man  killed,  and  but  for  the  magazine  explosion,  which 
was  accidental,  there  would  not  have  been  a  dozen  wounded,  even 
slightly.  The  killed  alone  of  the  Chinese  is  supposed  to  have  been 
at  least  five  hundred  men  in  this  action !  This  may  be  viewed  as  a 
fiedr  sample  of  the  whole  Chinese  war. 

The  follomng  is  a  return  of  Her  Majesty^ 8  ships  on  the  coast  of 
China,  in  1840,  1841,  and  1842. 

July,  1840 
No.  of 
Ships Guns. Men. 

August, 
1841. 

No  of 
Ships. 

Ouos. 
Men. Sept.  1,  1842  No.  of 

At  Nankin.   Ships. Guns. 

Men. 

Third  rates 
Fifth   rates 
Sixth  rates 
Sloops  .... 
Brig   
Troop  ship 

2 
3 
4 
5 
1 
1 

144 
86 

106 

88 

10 
2 

1080 570 
700 615 

55 

44 

Third  rates 
Fifth   rates 
Sixth    .... 
Sloops  ...., 

Brigs    .... Surveying 

vessels  . . 
Troop   ship 

2 
2 
2 
5 
8 
2 

1 

144 

86 

54 

86 

SO 

10 

2 

1080 
570 S50 

615 165 ISJ 

44 

Third  rates Fourth  ... 

Fifth     .... Sixth   

Sloops  .... 

Steam  ves- sels. . .   ... 
Brigs   Surveying 

vessel    . . 

Hospital ship   . 
Troop  ships 

2 

4 
14 

S 
1 

1 

5 

144 
50 

164 

90 

282 
8 SO 

2 

20 

44 

1240 500 

1360 
750 

1835 

290 

15 
436 8064 

-   180 

30 
310 
574 

17 
412 

2962 

87 784       7009 

The  additional  force  was  about  5,000  British  troops,  and  nearly 
7,000  Indian  troops,  together  with  seamen  and  marines,  making  a 
total  of  upwards  of  1 9,000  men. 

Our  whole  contest  with  the  Chinese,  resembled  the  war  which 
might  have  been  expected  between  theBrobdignags  and  Lilliputians. 

la  page  147,  will  be  found  instructions  to  soldiers,  but  their  ar- 
ticles of  war  are  calculated  to  strike  terror,  thus:  "When  an 

enemy  advances,^^  says  the  penal  code,  "  he  who  shrinks,  or  whis- 
per^  to  his  cpmrade,  shall  be  decapitated.^^ 

Having  succeeded  in  breaking  the  spirit  of  their  soldiers  by  this 
mode,  they  adopted  a  pretty  similar  one  with  the  barbarians.  In 
front  of  the  mouths  of  their  cannon,  or  hanging  over  the  wsdls  of  a 

fort,  might  be  seen  the  picture  of  a  tiger^s  head  suspended,  with 
streaks  of  red,  resembling  blood,  intended  to  frighten  our  troops. 
The  Chinese  were  ordered  to  advance,  clashing  two  swords,  for  the 
same  purpose. 

Commander  J.  Elliot,  in  his  interesting  narrative  of  the  expe- 
dition, says  :  "  The  appearance  of  the  ship  {'  Conway,^)  created  a 

great  sensation,  and  the.  natives  were  apparently  busy  throwing  up 
lortifications,  which  being  examined  by  the  telescope,  proved 
nothing  but  mats  extended  on  poles,  with  painted  ports,  to  gjLve 

them  the  appearance  of  forts."  ., 
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Referring  to  the  period  of  the  dispute  with  Lord  Napier^  the 

commander  proceeds^  '^onr  countrymen  at  Canton  were  one 
morning  astonished  at  seeing  the  shore  apparently  bristling  with 
cannon,  but  on  examining  them  with  their  glasses^  they  had  put 
up  in  the  front  of  a  mat-fort  a  range  of  earthen  jars,  with  their 
open  end  pointed  towards  the  river.  We  found  that  it  was  a  com- 

mon practice  to  stick  a  large  round  piece  of  wood  into  the  muzzle 
of  a  three-pounder  painted  white,  with  a  black  spot,  as  large  as 
the  bore  of  a  thirty-two  pounder,  and  as  the  white  muzzle  was 
continued  along  the  line  of  guns,  it  became  very  difficult  by  merely 

looking  at  them  to  discover  the  deception/' 
Liord  Jocelyn  says :  "  The  description  of  some  of  the  Chinese 

forts,  hastily  thrown  up,  on  the  approach  of  the  ships,  was  ludi- 
crous ;  many  consisting  of  bamboo  mats,  pierced  as  if  for  guns  to 

astound  the  barbarians,  for  little  did  they  imagine,  that  through 
the  glasses  from  the  ship,  this  childish  deception  was  easily  f&A" 
covered. 

'"The  Algerine,  a  ten-gun  brig^  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Mason,  came  into  harbour ;  in  passing  a  town  called  Chapoo,  a 
place  of  great  trade  with  Japan,  he  had  been  fired  upon  by  a  strong 
fort,  mounting  a  great  number  of  guns.  He  immediately  ranged 
his  httle  vessel  up  under  the  batteries,  but  for  three  hours  the 
Chinese  kept  up  a  steady  fire,  when,  with  nearly  the  last  remain- 

ing charge,  the  little  brig  silenced  the  batteries ;  then  anchoring 
her  close  under.  Lieutenant  Mason  waited  an  hour  to  see  if  they 
wished  a  renewal,  and  then  took  his  departure  to  join  the  squad- 

ron.^' 
An  eye-witness  at  Chuenpe  and  Tykokto,  in  1841,  says  :  ''We 

do  not  expect  to  find  in  the  construction  of  Chinese  forts  any  ex- 
hibition of  engineering  skill ;  they  have  not  had  a  Vauban,  It  ap- 

pears, however,  that  the  materials  they  use  for  the  upper  part  of 
their  works,  is  a  composition  of  chunam,  upon  which  our  shot 
made  little  impression.  Most  of  their  guns  were  of  small  calibre, 
the  iron  wretched,  a  single  blow  of  a  hammer  being  sufficient  to 
knock  off  the  trunnions.  The  stockades  were  well  built,  but  the 
situation  badly  chosen>  being  commanded  by  the  neighbouring 
hills.  Prom  their  freshness  they  could  only  have  been  a  few  days 
built— just  at  the  time  the  British  authorities  were  negotiating, 
S.  e.,  being  bamboozled.^' 

The  rapidity  of  our  succes.ses  is  thus  seen :  Amoy,  26th  August, 
1841 ;  Chusan,  3rd  October,  1841 ;  Ningpo  and  Ching-hae,  lOth 
March,  1842 ;  Repulse  of  enemy  at  Ching-hae,  10th  March,  1842; 
Chapoo,  18th  May,  1842;  Woo-sung,  16th  June,  1842 ;  Shang-hae, 
ISifch  June,  1842;  Chin-kiang-foo^  2l8t  July,  1842;  peace  at  Nan- 

kin, 29th  August,  1842* 
During  this  short  period,  notwithstanding  adverse  weather, 

eleven  fortified  cities  and  encampments  fell  into  our  hands,  on  an 
unknown  line  of  coast  of  nearly  one  thousand  miles  in  extent. 
Had  we  proceeded  at  once  to  Nanking,  instead  of  thus  wastitig  oiur g2 
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strength  and  resources,  peace  ifould  have  been  immediately  ob- tained. 
To  proceed  with  the  close  of  the  narrative. 
August  1842.  Arrangements  were  made  for  placing  a  strong 

British  garrison  at  Chin  Kiang,  as  it  commands  the  entranoe  to  the 
grand  canal. 

The  remainder  of  the  expedition  sailed  for  Nanking  on  the 
3rd  of  August^  which  is  situated  about  forty  miles  distant^  and 
three  miles  from  the  Yangtzekang ;  but  connected  by  a  variety 
of  canals. 

On  the  11th  every  thing  being  ready  for  an  attack,  a  white  flag, 
was  displayed^  sevend  friendly  conferences  ensued^  ending  on  the 
29th  by  formally  signing  and  sealing  a  treaty  of  peace. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Chinese  government  had  at  length  be- 
come really  aware  of  its  own  weakness  and  of  our  strength ;  that 

the  Emperor  had  made  preparations  for  flight  into  Mantchouria^ 
and  that  the  three  commissioners  sent  to  Nanking  to  procure  peace 
were  instructed  to  obtain  it  on  any  terms  which  might  be  asked. 
Instead,  however,  of  forming  a  treaty  in   accordance   with  our 
i)osition  and  adequate  to  our  wants,  the  old  tresity  Jramed  by  the 
ate  Mr,  Pouletl  Thompson  in  1840, — on  the  suggestion  of  Sir 
George  Larpent  and  others  (see  page  40) — which  had  been 
printed  at  the  Foreign  OflBce  in  Downing  Street,  and  sent  out  as 
a  rough  outline  for  the  guidance  of  Captain  iBUiott  in  1841,  with  a 
blank  after  the  words  "the  cession  of  the  islands  of   — 

"  and  with  another  blank  after  the  words  ''Indemnity 
money  — — —   /'  this  old  draft  of  a  treaty  was  sent  on 
shore  by  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  with  s  struck  out  of  the  word 
"  islands/*  and  the  word  "  Hong  Kong''  alone  left  there ;  for  rea- 

sons some  of  which  will  be  explained  in  the  last  chapter  of  this 
work.  The  terms  of  peace  having  been  read,  Elepoo  the  senior 
commissioner  paused,  expecting  something  more,  and  at  length 
said  "  is  that  all  ?''  Mr.  Morrison  inquired  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm  if  there  were  anything  else,  and  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  Elepoo  immediately  and  with  great  tact  closed  the  nego- 

tiation by  saying,  "all  shall  be  granted — it  is  settled— ii  ** 
finished"  Such  were  the  preliminary  negotiations  of  the  follow- 

ing treaty — 
"  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland,  and  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China,  being 
desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  the  misunderstandings  and  conse- 

quent hostilities  which  have  arisen  between  the  two  countries, 
have  resolved  to  conclude  a  treaty  for  that  purpose,  and  have 
therefore  named  as  their  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say:  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Sir  Heniy 
Pottinger,  Bart.,  a  Major-general  in  the  service  of  the  East  India 
Company,  &c.  &c.  And  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
China,  the  hi^  commissioners  Kiying,  a  member  of  the  Imperial 
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House,  a  guardian  of  the  Crown  Prince,  and  general  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Canton ;  and  rjipu,  of  the  Imperial  Kindred,  graciously 

permitted  to  wear  the  insigna  of  the  first  rank,  and  the  distinc* 
tion  of  a  peacock^s  feather,  lately  minister  and  governor-general, 
&c.,  and  now  lieutenant-general  commanding  at  Ch&pu: — who, 
after  having  communicated  to  each  other  their  respective  full 
powers,  and  found  them  to  be  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed 
upon  and  concluded  the  following  Articles : — 

1st.  '^  There  shall  henceforward  be  peace  and  friendship  between 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China^  and  between 
their  respective  subjects,  who  shall  enjoy  fuU  securi^  and  protec* 
tion  for  their  persons  and  property  within  the  dominions  of  the other. 

2nd.  '^  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China  agrees,  that  British 
subjects,  with  their  families  and  establishments,  shidl  be  allowed 
to  reside,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their  mercantile  pursuits^ 
without  molestation  or  restraint,  at  the  cities  and  towns  of  Can- 

ton, Amoy,  Fuhchoo-fii,  Ningpo,  and  Shdngh^i ;  and  Her  Majesty 
the  Clueen  of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  will  appoint  superintendents, 
or  consular  officers,  to  reside  at  each  of  the  above-named  cities  or 
towns,  to  be  the  medium  of  communication  between  the  Chinese 
authorities  and  the  said  merchants,  and  to  see  that  the  just  duties 
aad  other  dues  of  the  Chinese  government,  as  hereafter  provided 
for,  are  duly  discharged  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects. 
3rd.  ''  It  being  obviously  necessary  and  desirable  that  British 

subjects  should  have  some  port  whereat  they  may  careen  and  refit 
their  ships  when  required,  and  keep  stores  for  that  purpose.  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China  cedes  to  Her  Majestv  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  the  island  of  Hong  Kong,  to  be  possessed 
in  perpetuity  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors, 
and  to  be  governed  by  such  laws  and  regulations  as  Her  Majesty 
the  Clueen  of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  shall  see  fit  to  direct. 
4th.  ̂ '  The  Emperor  of  China  agrees  to  pay  the  sum  of  six  mil- 

lions of  dollars,  as  the  value  of  the  opium  which  was  delivered  up 
at  Canton  in  the  month  of  March,  1839,  as  a  ransom  for  the  lives 

of  Her  Britanic  Majesty^s  superintendent  and  subjects,  who  had 
^n  imprisoned  and  threatened  with  death  by  the  Chinese  high officers, 

5th.  '^  The  government  of  China  having  compelled  the  British 
merchants  trading  at  Canton  to  deal  exclusively  with  certain 
Chinese  merchants,  called  Hong-merchants  (or  co-hong),  who  had 
l>een  licensed  by  the  Chinese  government  for  that  purpose,  the 
Emperor  of  China  agrees  to  abolish  that  practice  in  future  at  all 
ports  where  British  merchants  may  reside,  and  to  permit  them  to 
cany  on  their  mercautile  transactions  with  whatever  persons  they 
^ease ;  and  His  Imperial  Majesty  further  agrees  to  pay  to  the 
British  government  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  on  ac- 
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count  of  debts  due  to  British  subjects  by  some  of  the  Hong 
merchants^  or  co-hong,  who  have  become  insolvent,  and  who  owe 
very  lai^e  sums  of  money  to  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

6th.  "  The  government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  having  been 
obliged  to  send  out  an  expedition  to  demand  and  obtain  redress 
for  the  violent  and  unjust  proceedings  of  the  Chinese  high 
authorities  towards  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  officer  and  subjects^ 
the  Emperor  of  China  agrees  to  pay  the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  on  account  of  the  expenses  incurred ;  and  Her  Britannic 

Majesty^s  plenipotentiary  voluntarily  agrees,  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty,  to  deduct  from  the  said  amount  of  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  any  sums  which  may  have  been  received  by  Her  Majest/s 
combined  forces,  as  ransom  fpr  cities  and  towns  in  China,  subset 
quent  to  the  1st  day  of  August,  1841. 

7th.  '^  It  is  agreed,  that  the  total  amount  of  twenty-one  mil^ 
lions  of  dollars,  described  in  the  three  preceding  articles,  shall  be 
paid  as  follows  :— 

"  Six  millions  immediately.  Six  millions  in  1843 ;  that  is,  three 
millions  on  or  before  the  30th  of  the  month  of  June,  and  three 
millions  on  or  before  the  31st  of  Pecember.  Five  millions  in 

1844 ;  that  is,  two  millions  and  a  half  on  or  before  the  30th  of 
June,  and  two  millions  and  a  half  on  or  before  the  3l8t  of  Decemr 
her.  Four  millions  in  1845 ;  that  is,  two  millions  on  or  before 

the  30th  of  June,  and  two  millions  on  or  before  the  81st  of  De- cember. 

'^  And  it  is  further  stipulated,  that  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  by  the  government  of  China  on 
any  portion  of  the  above  sums  that  are  not  punctually  discharged 
at  the  periods  fixed. 

8th.  "  The  Emperor  of  China  agrees  to  release,  unconditiour 
ally,  all  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  (whether  natives  of 
Europe  or  India),  who  may  be  in  confinement  at  this  moment  in 
any  part  of  the  Chinese  Empire. 

9th.  "  The  Emperor  of  China  agrees  to  publish  and  promulgate, 
under  His  Imperial  Sign  Manual  and  Seal,  a  full  and  entire 
amnesty  and  act  of  indemnity  to  all  subjects  of  China,  on  account 

of  their  having  resided  under,  or  having  had  dealings  and  inter- 
course with,  or  having  entered  the  service  of.  Her  Britannic  Ma- 

jesty, or  of  Her  Majesty's  oflScers  ;  and  His  Imperial  Majesty 
further  engages  to  release  all  Chinese  subjects  who  may  be  at  this 
inoment  in  confinement  for  similar  reasons. 

10th.  ̂ ^  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China  agrees  to  establish 
at  all  the  ports  which  are,  by  the  second  article  of  this  Treaty,  to 

be  thrown  open  for  the  resort  of  British  merchants,  a  fair  and  re- 
gular tariff  of  export  and  import  customs  and  other  dues,  which 

tariff  shall  be  publicly  notified  and  promulgated  for  general  in- 
formation; and  the  Emperor  further  engages,  that  when  British  mer- 

chandise shall  have  once  paid  at  any  of  the  ports  the  regulatecl  customs 
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and  dues^  agreeable  to  the  Tariff  to  be  hereafter  GxeA,  such  mer- 
cliandize  may  be  conveyed  by  Chinese  merchants  to  any  province 
or  city  in  the  interior  of  the  Empire  of  China^  on  paying  a  farther 
amount  as  transit  duties,  which  shall  not  exceed  pe/  cent,  on 
the  tariff  value  of  such  goods. 

11th.  '*  It  is  agreed,  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  chief  high 
officer  in  China  shall  correspond  with  the  Chinese  high  officers, 
both  at  the  capital  and  in  the  provinces,  under  the  term  "  com- 

munication/ the  subordinate  British  officers  and  Chinese  high 
officers  in  the  provinces,  under  the  term  '  statement,'  on  the  part 
of  the  former,  and  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  ̂   declaration ;'  and 
the  subordinates  of  both  countries  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality ; 
merchants  and  others  not  holding  official  situations,  and  therefore 
not  included  in  the  above,  on  both  sides,  to  use  the  term  '  repre- 

sentations '  in  all  papers  addressed  to,  or  intended  for  the  notice 
of  the  respective  governments. 
12th.  "  On  the  assent  of  the  Emperor  of  China  to  this  Treaty 

being  received,  and  the  discharge  of  the  first  instalment  money. 
Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  forces  will  retire  from  Nanking  and  the 
Grand  Canal,  and  will  no  longer  molest  or  stop  the  trade  of  China. 
The  military  post  at  Chinhai  will  also  be  withdrawn;  but  the 
islands  of  Kulang-su  and  that  of  Chusan  will  continue  to  be  held 

by  Her  Majesty's  forces  until  the  money  payments,  and  the  ar* 
tangements  for  opening  the  ports  to  British  merchants,  be  com- 
pleted. 

13th.  "  The  ratification  of  this  treaty  by  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  of  Britain,  &c.,  and  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China, 
shall  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  the  great  distance  which  separates 
England  from  China  will  admit ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  counter- 

part copies  of  it,  signed  and  sealed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  on  be- 
half of  their  respective  sovereigns,  shall  be  mutually  delivered,  and 

all  its  provisions  and  arrangements  shall  take  effect. 

"  Done  at  Nanking,  and  signed  and  sealed  by  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries on  board  Her  J8ritannic  Majesty's  ship  ̂  Cornwallis,'  this 

twenty-ninth  day  of  August,  1842 ;  corresponding  with  the  Chi- 
nese date,  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  seventh  month,  in  the  twenty- 

second  year  of  Taoukwang. 

"  (L.S.)     Henry  Pottinger. 
"  (L.S.)     Kiting  (in  Tartar). 
"(L.S.)     Tlipu   (in  Tartar). 

"  Approved  and  ratified  by  the  Emperor  on  the  24th  day  of  the 
^th  month,  in  the  22nd  year  of  his  reign,  (Oct.  27th,  1842.) 

Note. — This  treaty  was  ratified  by  Her  Majesty,  and  the  great 
seal  affixed,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1842.  The  ratifications 

were  exchanged  at  Hong  Kong,  June  26th,  1843.^' 
This  treaty  was  sufficiently  restrictive,  but  under  its  first  clause 

Englishmen  could  have  gone  to  and  reisided  in  any  part  of  China^ 
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although  trading  residence  would  be  confined  to  five  ports.  Bat  tlie 
wily  Tartar  Keying  took  measnres  to  counteract  eten  this  small 
advantage,  and,  at  the  same  time,  craftily  devised  a  jdan  of  isolat- 

ing Hong  Kong  firom  freedom  of  intercourse  with  the  opened  ports. 

This  was  done  by  the  foUowing  ''  supi^ementiJ  tteaky"  on  which 
further  comment  is  reserved  for  the  discossion  on  our  present  posi- 

tion in  China. 

Stgapkmentarff  Treaif. 

"  Whereas  a  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  betw^n 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireluid,  and  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China,  was  concluded 
at  Nanking,  and  signed  on  board  Her  said  Majesl^s  ship  Com- 
wallis  on  the  29th  day  of  August,  a.d.  1842,  corresponding  with  the 
Chinese  date  of  the  24th  day  of  the  7th  month  of  tike  22nd  year 
of  Taoukwang,  of  which  said  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  friend- 
sliip  the  ratifications  under  the  respective  seals  and  signs  manual 
of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  and  the  Emperor  of  China 
were  duly  exchanged  at  Hong  Kong,  on  the  26th  day  of  June, 
A.D.  1843,  corresponding  with  the  Chinese  date  the  29th  day  of 
the  fifth  month,  m  the  23rd  year  of  Taoukwang;  and  whereas  in 
the  said  treaty  it  was  provided  (amongst  othrar  things)  that  the  five 
ports   of  Canton,   Foochow-foo,    Amoy,  Ningpo,  and    Shanghai 
should  be  thrown  open  for  the  resort  and  residence  of  British  mer- 

chants, and  that  a  fair  and  r^ular  tariff  of  export  and  import 
duties  and  other  dues  should  be  established  at  such  ports ;  and 
whereas  various  other  matters  of  detail  connected  with,  and  bear^ 
ing  relation  to,  the  said  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  firiendsfaip, 
have  been  since  under  the  mutual  discussion  and  conraderation  of 
the  Plenipotentiary   and  accredited  Commissioners  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  and  the  said  tariff  and  details  having  been  now 
finally  examined  into,   adjusted  and   agreed  upon,  it  has  been 
determined  to  arrange  and  record  them  in  the  fbrm  of  a  supple* 
mentary  treaty  of  (seventeen)  Articles,  which  articles  shall  be  hdd 
to  be  as  binding  and  of  the  same  efficacy  as  though  they  had  been 
inserted  in  the  original  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  friendship. 

Ist.  "The  tariff  of  export  and  import  duties  which  is  hereunto 
attached  under  the  seals  and  signatures  of  the  respective  plenipo- 

tentiary and  commissioners,  shall  henceforward  be  in  force  at  the 
five  ports  of  Canton,  Fuhchoo-foo,  Amoy,  Ningpo,  and  Shanghai. 

2nd.  "The  general  regulations  of  trade  which  are  hereunto 
attached  under  the  seals  and  signatures  of  the  respective  plenipo- 

tentiary and  commissioners,  shall  henceforward  be  in  force  at  the 
five  aforenamed  ports. 

3rd.  "  All  penalties  enforced  or  confiscations  made  under 
the  third  clause  of  the  said  general  reguli^tions  of  trade,  shall 
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bdoBf  j  and  be  appropriated^  to  iSbe  public  mefide  of  tlie  govern- 
ment  of  China. 

4th.  ''After  the  fire  ports  of  Canton^  Foochow;  Amoy^  NingpOj 
and  Shanghai^  shaU  be  thrown  open^  English  merchants  shall  be 
allowed  to  larade  onlj  ait  those  fire  ports.  Neither  shall  they 
repair  to  any  other  port  or  places^  nor  will  the  Chinese  people  at 
any  other  port  or  places  be  permitted  to  trade  with  them«  If 
English  merchant  ressels  shall,  in  contrayention  of  this  agreement, 
and  of  a  proclamation  to  the  same  purport  to  be  issued  by  the 
British  ptempotentiary,  repair  to  any  other  ports  or  places,  the 
Chinese  goremment  officers  shall  be  at  liberty  to  seize  and  con- 
fiiicate  both  vessels  and  causes;  and  should  Chinese  people  be 
discovered  clandestinely  dealing  with  English  merchants  at  any 
other  ports  txr  places,  they  shall  be  punished  by  the  Chinese  go- 
Temment  in  such  Boanner  as  the  law  may  direct. 

5th.  "  The  fourth  clause  of  the  general  regulations  of  trade  on 
the  subject  of  commercial  dealings  and  debts  between  English  and 
Chinese  merchants,  is  to  be  dearly  understood  to  be  applicable  to 
both  parties. 

Gth.  '^  It  is  agreed  that  English  merchants  and  others  residing 
at^  or  resorting  to,  the  five  ports  to  be  opened,  shall  not  go  into  the 
suTTomiding  country  beyond  certain  short  disti^nees  to  be  named 
hj  the  local  authorities  in  concert  with  the  British  consul^  and  on 
no  pretence  for  purposes  of  traflGbc*  Seamen  and  persons  belong- 

ing to  the  ships  shall  only  be  allowed  to  land  under  authority  and 
ndes,  which  will  be  fixed  by  the  consul  in  communication  with 
the  local  officers;  and  should  any  persons  whatever  infringe 
the  stipulations  of  this  article^  and  wander  away  into  the  country, 
thej  shall  be  seized  atid  handed  over  to  the  British  consul  for 
snitaUe  punishment. 

7th.  "  The  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  provides 
for  British  subjects  and  their  families  residing  at  the  cities  and 
towns  of  Canton,  Poochow,  Amoy,  Ningpo,  and  Shanghai,  without 
molestation  or  restraint.  It  is  accordingly  determined  that 
ground  and  houses,  the  rent  or  price  of  which  is  to  be  fairly  and 
equitably  arranged  for,  according  to  the  rates  prevailing  amongst 
the  people,  without  exaction  on  either  side^  shall  be  set  apart  by 
the  local  officers  in  communication  with  the  consul,  and  the 
number  of  houses  built  or  rented  will  be  reported  annually  to 
the  said  local  officers  by  the  consul,  for  the  information  of  their 
respective  viceroys  and  governors;  but  the  number  cannot  be 
limited,  seeing  that  it  will  be  greater  or  less  according  to  the  resort 
of  merchants. 

8th.  "  The  Emperc^  of  China  having  been  graciously  pleased 
to  grant  to  all  foreign  countries  whose  subjects  or  citizens  have 
hitherto  traded  at  C^nt<m,  the  privilege  of  resorting  for  {mrposes 
of  trade  to  the  other  four  ports  of  Puhchoo,  Amoy,  Ningpo,  and 
Shanghai,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  English ;  it  is  further  agreed 
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that  should  the  Emperor  hereafter,  firom  any  cause  wliatever,  be 
pleased  to  giant  additional  priyileges  or  immunities  to  any  of  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  such  foreign  countries,  the  same  privileges 
and  immunities  will  be  extended  to  and  enjoyed  by  British 
subjects ;  but  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  demands  or  requests  are 
not  on  this  plea  to  be  unnecessarily  brought  forward. 

9th.  "  If  lawless  natives  of  China,  having  committed  crimes  or 
offences  against  their  own  government,  shall  flee  to  Hong  Eong^ 
or  to  the  English  ships  of  war,  or  English  merchant  ships  for 
refuge,  they  shall  if  discovered  by  the  English  officers  be  handed 
over  at  once  to  the  Chinese  officers  for  trial  and  punishment ;  or 
if  before  such  discovery  be  made  by  the  English  officers,  it  should 
be  ascertained  or  suspected  by  the  officers  of  the  government  of 
China  whither  such  criminaLs  and  offenders  have  fled,  a  com- 

munication shall  be  made  to  the  proper  English  officer  in  order 
that  the  said  criminals  and  offenders  may  be  rigidly  searched  for, 
seized,  and  on  proof  or  admission  of  their  guilt  delivered  up.  In 
like  manner,  if  any  soldier  or  sailor,  or  any  other  person — ^whatever 
his  caste  or  country — ^who  is  a  subject  of  the  crown  of  England^ 
shall,  from  any  cause,  or  on  any  pretence,  desert,  fly,  or  escape  into 
the  Chinese  terrritory,  such  soldier  or  sailor  or  other  person  shall 
be  apprehended  and  confined  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  and  sent 
to  the  nearest  British  consular,  or  other  government,  officer.  In 
neither  case  shall  concealment  or  refuge  be  afforded. 

10th.  "At  each  of  the  five  ports  to  be  opened  to  British  mer- 
chants, one  English  cruizer  will  be  stationed  to  enforce  good  order 

and  discipline  amongst  the  crews  of  merchant  shipping,  and  to 
support  the  necessary  authority  of  the  consul  over  British  sub- 

jects. The  crews  of  such  ship  of  war  will  be  carefully  restrained 
by  the  officer  commandins:  the  vessel,  and  they  will  be  subiect  to 
afi  the  rules  regarding  going  on  shore  and  straying  into  the 
country,  that  are  already  laid  down  for  the  crews  of  merchant  ves- 

sels. Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  relieve  such  ship  of  war 
by  another,  intimation  of  that  intention  will  be  communicated  by 
the  consul,  or  by  the  British  superintendent  of  trade  where  cir- 

cumstances will  permit — to  the  local  Chinese  authorities,  lest  the 
appearance  of  an  additional  ship  should  excite  misgivings  amongst 
the  people,  and  the  Chinese  cruizers  are  to  offer  no  hmdrance  to 
such  relieving  ship,  nor  is  she  to  be  considered  liable  to  any  port 
charges  or  rules  laid  down  in  the  General  Regulations  of  Trade, 
seeing  that  British  ships  of  war  nev6r  trade  in  any  shape. 

11th.  "The  posts  of  Chusan  and  Koolungsoo  will  be  with- 
drawn, as  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  perpetud  peace  and  friend- 

ship, the  moment  all  the  moneys  stipulated  for  in  that  treaty  shall 
be  paid ;  and  the  British  plenipotentiary  distinctly  and  voluntarily 
agrees  that  all  dwelling-houses,  storehouses,  barracks,  and  other 
buildings  that  the  British  troops  or  people  may  have  occupied  or 
intermediately  built  or  repaired,  shall  be  handed  over  on  the  eva- 
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cuation  of  the  posts  exactly  as  they  stand,  to  the  Chinese  autho« 
rities,  so  as  to  prevent  any  pretence  for  delay,  or  the  slightest 
occasion  for  discussion  or  dispute  on  those  points. 
]2th.  '^A  fair  and  regular  tariff  of  duties  and  other  dues 

haying  now  been  established,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  system  of 
smuggling  which  has  heretofore  been  carried  on  between  English 
and  Chinese  merchants — ^in  many  cases  with  the  open  connivance 
and  collusion  of  the  Chinese  custom-house  officers — ^will  entirely 
cease ;  and  the  most  peremptory  proclamation  to  all  English  mer- 

chants has  been  abready  issued  on  this  subject  by  the  British  ple- 
nipotentiary, who  will  also  instruct  the  different  consuls  to  strictly 

watch  over  and  carefully  scrutinize  the  conduct  of  all  persons 
being  British  subjects,  trading  under  his  superintendence.  In  any 
positive  instance  of  smuggling  transactions  coming  to  the  consults 
knowledge,  he  will  instantly  apprize  the  Chinese  authorities  of 
the  fact,  and  they  will  proceed  to  seize  and  confiscate  all  goods — 
whatever  their  value  or  nature — that  may  have  been  so  smuggled; 
and  will  also  be  at  liberty  if  they  see  fit,  to  prohibit  the  ship  from 
which  the  smuggled  goods  were  landed  from  trading  further,  and 
to  send  her  away  as  soon  as  her  accounts  are  adjusted  and  paid. 
The  Chinese  government  officers  will  at  the  same  time  adopt  what- 

ever measures  they  may  think  fit,  with  regard  to  the  Chinese  mer- 
chants and  custom-house  officers  who  may  be  discovered  to  be  con- 
cerned in  smuggling. 

13th.  '^  All  persons,  whether  natives  of  China  or  otherwise, 
who  may  wish  to  convey  goods  from  one  of  the  five  ports  of  Can- 

ton, Fuhchoo-fu,  Amoy,  Ningpo,  and  Shangh&i,  to  Hong  Kong,  for 
sale  or  consumption,  shall  be  at  full  and  perfect  liberty  to  do  so 
on  paying  the  duties  on  such  goods,  and  obtaining  a  pass  or  port- 
clearance  from  the  Chinese  custom-house  at  one  of  the  said  ports. 
Should  natives  of  China  wish  to  repair  to  Hong  Kong  to  purchase 
goods,  they  shall  have  free  and  fuU  permission  to  do  so,  and  should 
they  require  a  Chinese  vessel  to  carry  away  their  purchases,  they 
must  obtain  a  pass  or  port-clearance  for  her  at  the  custom-house 
of  the  port  whence  the  vessel  may  sail  for  Hong  Kong.  It  is 
inrther  settled,  that  in  all  cases  these  passes  are  to  be  returned  to 
the  offices  of  the  Chinese  government,  as  soon  as  the  trip  for 
which  they  may  be  granted  dhall  be  completed.* 

14th.  "  An  English  officer  will  be  appointed  at  Hong  Kong, 
one  part  of  whose  duty  will  be  to  examine  the  registers  and  passes 
of  aU  CluDese  vessels,  that  may  repair  to  that  port  to  buy  or  sell 
goods,  and  should  such  officer  at  any  time  find  that  any  Chinese 
merchant  vessel  has  not  a  pass  or  register  from  one  of  the  five 

-  *  In  the  Chinese  this  sentence  follows  :  **  At  other  ports  in  the  four  provinces  of 
Kwangtung,  Fukjien,  Kiangsu  and  Chekiang,  such  as  Chapu  and  other  places,  which 
are  not  open  marts,  Chinese  merchants  are  not  to  presume  tq  ask  permits  to  go  to 
and  from  Hong  Kong.  And  if  they  do  thus,  the  magistrate  of  Kanlung  and  the 

£oglish  officers,  are  jointly  at  the  time  to  make  investigation  and  report." 



9S  BBITISH   SMALL  CftAVT   FEEVSNYlD   T&ADTNa. 

parts^  she  is  to  be  considered  as  an  nnautlionsed  or  smuggliii^ 
vessel,  and  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  trade,  whilst  a  report  of  the  cir- 

cumstance is  to  be  made  to  the  Chinese  authorities.  By  this  ai^ 
rangement  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  piracy  and  illegal  traffic  will  be 
effectually  prevented. 

15t^.  ̂   Should  natives  of  China  who  may  repair  to  Hong  Kong 
to  trade,  incur  debts  there,  the  recovery  of  such  debts  must  be  ar* 
ranged  for  by  the  English  courts  of  justice  on  the  spot ;  but  if  the 
Chinese  debtor  shall  abscond  and  be  known  to  have  property,  real 
or  personal,  within  the  Chinese  territory,  the  rule  laid  down  in  the 
4th  clause  of  the  Oeneral  Regulations  for  Trade,  shall  be  applied 
to  the  case ;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Chinese  authorities,  on 
application,  by  and  in  concert  with  the  British  consuls,  to  do  their 
utmost  to  see  justice  done  between  the  parties.  On  the  same  prin- 

ciple, should  a  British  merchant  incur  debts  at  any  of  the  five  ports 
and  fly  to  Hong  Kong,  the  British  authorities  will,  on  receiving  an 
apphcation  from  the  Chinese  government  officers,  accompanied  by 
statements,  and  full  proofs  of  the  debts,  institute  an  investigation 
into  the  claims,  and  when  established,  oblige  the  defaulter  or 
debtor  to  settle  them  to  the  utmost  of  his  means. 

16th.  '*  It  is  agreed  that  the  custom-house  officers  at  the  five 
ports,  shall  make  a  monthly  return  to  Canton  of  the  passes  grant- 

ed to  vessels  proceeding  to  Hong  Kong,  together  with  the  nature  of 
their  cargoes ;  and  a  copy  of  these  returns  will  be  embodied  in  one 
return,  and  communicated  once  a  month  to  the  proper  Eng- 

lish officer  at  Hong  Kong.  The  said  English  officer  will  on  his 
part  make  a  similar  return  or  communication  to  the  Chinese  au- 

thorities at  Canton,  showing  the  names  of  Chinese  vessels  arrived 
at  Hong  Kong  or  departed  from  that  port,  with  the  nature  of  their 
cargoes ;  and  the  Canton  authorities  will  apprize  the  custom-houses 
at  the  five  p<Hts,  in  order  that  by  these  arrangements  and  precau- 

tions all  clandestine  and  illegal  trade  under  the  cover  of  passes 
may  be  averted. 

17th.  *^  Or  Adf&tional  Articks  relatmg  to  British  smaU  Craft. 
Various  small  vessels,  belonging  to  the  English  nation,  called 
schooners,  cutters,  lordias,  &c.,  have  not  hitherto  been  chargeable 
with  tonnage  dues^  It  is  now  agreed  in  relation  to  this  class  of 
vessels,  which  ply  between  Hong  Kc»g  and  the  city,  and  the  city 
and  Macao,  that 'if  they  only  carry  passengers,  letters,  and  baggage, 
tbey  shall  as  heretofore  pay  no  tonnage  dues.  But  if  these  small  craft 
carry  any  dutyable  articles,  no  matter  how  smaU  the  quantity  may 
be,  they  ought  in  principal  to  pay  their  full  tonnage  dues.  But  this 
chiss  of  smfl^  ̂ aft  are  not  like  the  large  ships  wMch  are  engaged  in 
foreign  trade,  they  are  constantly  coming  and  going,  they  make 
sevend  trips  a  month,  and  are  not  hke  the  large  foreign  ships, 
which  on  entering  the  port  cast  anchor  at  Whampoa.  If  we  were 
to  place  them  on  the  same  footing  as  the  large  foreign  ships,  the 
charge  would  fall  unequally;  therefore,  after, this,  the  smallest  of 
these  craft  shall  be  rated  at  seventy-five  tons,  and  the  largest  not 
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to  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons ;  whenever  tkejr  enter  the 
port  (or  leave  i^ie  port  with  cargo),  they  shall  pay  tonnage  dues  at 
the  rate  of  one  mace  per  ton  register*  If  not  bo  laige  as  seventy- 
five  tons,  they  shall  still  be  considered  and  charged  as  of  seventy- 
five  tons,  and  if  they  exceed  one  hundred  and  Sty  tons  they  shall 
be  considered  as  large  foreign  ships,  and  like  them  diarged  ton- 

nage dues  at  the  rate  of  five  mace  per  register  ton.  Fuhchoo  and 
the  other  ports  having  none  of  this  kind  of  intercourse,  and  none 
of  this  kind  of  small  craft,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  make  any 
arrangement  as  regards  them. 

^  The  followixig  are  the  rules  by  which  they  are  to  be  regulated : 
1  St.  "  Every  British  schooner,  cutter,  lorcha,  &c.,  shall  have  a 

sailing  letter,  or  register,  in  Chinese  and  English,  under  the  seal 
and  signature  of  tibie  chief  superintendent  of  trade,  describing  her 
appearance,  burden,  fee,  &c. 

2nd.  ̂ ' Every  sdiooner,  lordia,  and  such  vessel,  shall  report  her- 
self, as  large  vessels  axe  required  to  do,  at  the  Bocca  lli^ris ;  and 

when  she  carries  cargo,  she  sfaafl  also  report  herself  at  Whampoa, 
and  shall  on  reachmg  Canton,  ddiver  up  her  sailing-letter,  or 
register,  to  the  British  consul,  who  will  obtain  permission  fkx>m 
the  hoppo  lor  her  to  dischai^  her  cargo,  which  she  is  not  to  do 
without  such  permission,  under  the  foifetture  of  the  penaltie  slaid 
down  in  the  third  clause  of  the  General  Biegulations  of  Trade. 

8rd.  ̂   When  the  inward  cargo  is  dischtarged,  and  an  outward 
one  (if  intended)  taken  on  board,  and  die  duties  on  both  arranged 
and  paid,  the  consul  will  lestore  the  regist^,  or  sailing-letter,  and 
allow  the  vessel  to  depart. 

'^  This '  Supplementary  Treaty  to  be  attached  to  Ihe  original 
Treaty  of  Beaee,  consisting  of  sixteen  articles,  and  one  additional 
article  relating  to  small  vessels,  is  now  written  out,  fe«*ming,  with 
its  aGOompaniauents,  four  pamphlets,  and  is  formally  signed  and 
sealed  by  their  excellencies,  the  British  plenipotentiary  and  the 
Chinese  imperial  commissioner;  who  in  the  first  instance,  take  two 
copies  each  and  exchange  theso^  that  their  provisions  may  be  im- 

mediately doiried  into  effect.  At  the  same  time,  each  of  these 
high  fufi^ionaiies  having  taken  his  two  eopies,  dball  duly  me- 

morialise the  sovereign  of  his  nation,  but  the  two  countries  are 
differently  situated  as  respects  distance,  so  that  the  will  of  the  one 
sovereign  can  be  known  sooner  than  the  will  of  the  other.  It  is 
now,  therefore,  agreed,  that  on  receiving  the  gracious  assent  of 
the  Emperor,  in  the  vermilion  pencil,  the  imperial  commissioner 
will  del^er  the  vieiiry  document  contaixiing  it  into  the  hands  of  his 
^c^ency,  Hwang,  judge  of  Canton,  who  will  proceed  (to  such 
place  as  the  plenipotentiary  may  appoint)  and  deliver  it  to  the 
English  pl^potentiary  to  have  and  to  hold.  Afterwards,  the 
sign  manual  of  the  sovereign  of  England  having  been  received  at 
Hong  Kong,  likewise  graciously  assenting  to  and  confirming  the 
treaty,  the  English  plenipotentiary  will  dispatch  a  specially  ap- 

pointed oflBcer  to  Canton,  who  will  deliver  the  copy  containing  the 
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royal  ngn  manaal  to  his  excellency,  Hwang,  who  will  forward  it 
to  the  imperial  oommiasioner  as  a  rule  and  a  guide  to  both  nations 
for  ever,  and  as  a  solemn  confirmation  of  our  peace  and  friendship. 
A  most  important  Supplementary  Treaty* 

^'  Signed  and  sealed  at  Hoomunchai,  on  the  8th  day  of  October, 
1849t  corresponding  with  the  Chinese  date  of  15th  day  of  the  8th 
moon  of  the  23rd  year  of  Taoukwang. 

L.8. 

H.    B.    M*«. Plenipotentiary. 

L.8. 
a.  K.  the  Imperial 
Commiuioner. 

(Signed)      Henbt  Pottinobr. 

(Signed)       Kbtino, — ^in  Tartar. 

On  the  7th  December,  1842,  after  the  declaration  of  peace,  and 
four  months  after  the  treaty  was  signed,  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  Canton  were  excited  by  inflammatory  placards  posted  on  their 
factory  walls  and  directed  against  the  English.  In  the  early  part 
of  that  day  a  dispute  commenced  between  some  Chinese  and  Las- 

cars, and  the  latter  being  pursued  took  shelter  in  the  *'  Creek 
Hong/'  The  mob  first  attacked  a  brick  wall  on  the  western  side 
of  the  company's  garden,  by  which  they  obtained  entrance  into 
Mr.  Murrow's  house;  this  they  quickly  plundered  of  its  contenta^r 

They  next  set  fire  to  the  British  flag-staff,  factory,  ftc« 
Intimation  was  forwarded  to  Howqua  before  night  came  on, 

but  no  efficient  force  was  sent ;  even  the  fire  engines  that  arriyed 
were  not  allowed  to  be  worked.  The  mob  were  in  undisputed  pos- 

session of  the  place  for  twenty-four  hours,  when  200  troops  dis* 
persed  them. 

The  following  correspondence  then  took  place ;  and  it  Ulustrate» 
the  policy  then  commenced,  and  since  persevered  in,  of  endeavour^ 
ing  to  foroe  the  British  merchants  to  quit  Canton,  and  reside  at 
Hong  Kong.  For  this  reason  they  have  ever  since  been  refused 
the  protection  of  a  British  ship  of  war,  at  Canton,  to  which  theyr 
were  entitled  by  the  treaty  of  Nanking. 

Eight  British  merchants  addressed  a  memorial  to  Sir  Hugh 
(now  Lord)  Oough,  stating  that  it  was  their  opinion  the  recent 
attack  was  premeditated,  and  praying  that  he  would  allow 

the  Honourable  Company's  small  steamer,  '*  Proserpine/'  to  re- 
main in  front  of  the  factories,  as  the  local  authorities  were  unable 

to  quell  the  riot,  until  life  and  property  were  sacrificed. 
In  answer  to  this.  Lord  Gough,  with  a  promptitude  and  manfy* 

British  feeling  becoming  his  high  character  and  station,  permitted 
the  small  steamer  to  remain  at  Canton,  until  such  time  as  he  could 
communicate  with  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

December  Idth. — Seventeen  British  and  East  India  merchants 
waited  on  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  with  a  copy  of  their  address  to 

Lord  Gough,  and  his  Lordship's  answer,  together  with  the  following 
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additional  remarks^  in  the  hopes  of  prerailing  on  his  Excellency  to 
grant  them  some  security  for  their  lives  and  property; — ^the 
grounds  were : — 
1st.  "  That  there  appeared  no  doubt  of  the  fact^  that  the  attack 

on  the  foreign  factories  had  been  determined  on  for  some  time  prC' 
viously  to  its  occurrence^  and  that  the  parties  employed  in  it  were 
regularly  organized. 
2nd.  '^That  although  an  a£fray  between  some  Lascars  and 

Chinese^  was  the  ostensible  cause  of  its  commencement  at  that  par* 
ticular  time^  the  attack  would  have  taken  place  sooner  or  later^ 
had  no  such  circumstance  occurred. 

3rd.  '^  That  the  locd  authorities  were  unable  or  unwilling  to 
afford  sufficient  protection^  in  time  to  prevent  a  considerable  sacri- 

fice of  life  and  property^  and  the  causes  which  occasioned  such  a 
result^  are  liable  at  any  moment  to  recur. 
4th.  '^  That  there  is  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  English^  very 

general  among  certain  orders  in  Canton^  and  that  the  common 
people  are  guided  and  influenced  by  parties  who  have  means  and 
ability  of  giving  e£Pect  to  their  operations^  in  a  more  systematic 
manner  than  could  be  expected  from  an  ordinary  mob.'' 

Sir  H.  Pottinger,  on  16th  December,  1842,  replied  at  conside- 
rable length  to  these  fair  statements  of  the  British  merchants, — 

rated  them  in  no  measured  terms  for  presuming  to  ask  protection 
for  their  lives  and  property, — ^to  a  certain  extent  justified  the  Chinese 
mob,  ordered  the  small  steamer  to  be  withdrawn  from  Canton, 
and  thus  announced  his  intentions  for  the  future : 

^^  I  must,  at  once  finally,  most  explicitly  and  candidly  acquaint 
you,  that  no  conceivable  circumstances  should  induce  me  to  place 

Her  Majesty's  government  in  so  false  and  undignified  a  posture, 
as  I  should  consider  it  to  be  placed  in,  were  I  to  send  troops  and 
ships  of  war  to  Canton,  in  opposition  to  the  request  atid  wishes  of 
the  local  government,  in  order  that  you  might  canrjr  on  your  trade 

under  the  protection  of  such  troops  and  ships  df  war.'' 
Not  content  with  this  rebuke.  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  told  the  Bri- 

tish inerchants  in  China,  that  '^  they  had  not  in  any  single  iota  or 
circumstance  striven  to  aid  him  in  his  arrangements,"  that  they 
had  ̂^  thrown  serious  difficulties  and  obstacles,  if  not  positive  risk, 
in.  the  way  of  his  arrangements,"  &c. 

The  British  merchants,  in  a  letter  of  28rd  December,  1842,  to 

Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  resp^tfuUy  dqurecated  tiie  *'  severe  public 
cetisure"  tiliua  cast  on  th^m,  and  declared  that  for  the  past  sixteen 
months  they  had  peaceably  aod  unobtrusively  carried  on  their 
trade  at  Canton,  wilhonjtjbiaxxy  parotection  or  control  on  the  part  <^ 
the  British  authorities.  Had  the  protection  then  properly  sought 
been  granted,  thie  outbreaks  that  have  since  occurred,  would  pro- 

bably have  been  prreveuted*:  brut^  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  last 
chi^ter  to  discKissr  thotf  pqixit,  and- to  endeavour  to  do  justice  to  the 
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British  merchants  in  Chingi  whose  character  and  conduct  have 
been  unfairly  represented  to  the  Home  authorities. 

From  time  to  time  there  have  been  outbreaks  since  at  Caoton^ 
indeed^  hfe  and  property  aie  now  far  less  secure  than  they  were 
before  the  war. 

In  Jul^^  IMIb  our  merchants  there  owed  their  protection  to 
an  American  brig  of  war^  the  SL  Louis,  which  went  to  their  assistp 
ance  from  Whampoa.  At  this  very  period  there  were  three  regi- 
mentSj  six  pennants,  (induding  a  seventy-Sour  and  tw4^  friffiABs)  a 
general,  an  admiral,  and  a  plenipotentiary  at  Hong  Kong^  But  for 
any  assistance  they  could  render  in  time  to  Canton,  they  might  as 
well  have  been  ut  the  Sandwich  Islsods.  On  18th  March,  1845, 
the  colonial  treasurer,  vice  eonsul,  and  chaplain,  were  attacked  and 
plundered  while  peaceably  walking  outside  tb#  <city  walls  of  Ca«i- 
ton.  In  July,  1845,  the  oonsular  officers  wei^  pelted  ̂ th  mud 
and  stones  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Canton  oonsulsite. 

On  8th  July,  1846,  another  disturbance  commenced  at  Canter, 
the  mob  endeavoured  to  bum  and  destroy  the  British  factories. 
Our  countrymen  being  without  any  aiailitary  or  naval  assistance, 
armed  themselves,  shot  several  of  the  assailants,  and  restored  tran- 

quillity. Still,  a  ship  of  war  was  refused  to  protect  British  lives 
and  property^  It  is  understood  that  Lord  Palmerston  has  ordered 
a  vessel  of  war  to  be  stationed  at  Cannon. 

It  would  be  humiliating  to  our  national  character,  to  .place  on 
record  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  relative  to  the  de- 

fenceless and  degrading  position  <^  the  British  residents  at  Canton. 
It  has  been  studioudy  ̂ ftdeavoured  to  force  the  merchants  to  re- 

side at  Hong  Kong;  and  to  accomplish  this,  they  have  been  left 
exposed  to  a  fiirious  m>ob,  which  the  <3hinese  authorities  acknow- 

ledge they  are  unable  to  control.  The  merchants,  with  proper 
spirit,  have  organized  thaiiuselves  into  a  military  body,  and  ordered 
three  hundred  stand  of  arms  and  accojatrements  from  England. 
The  Canton  authorities  seeing  this  determined  spirit,  and  aware  of 
their  utter  powerlessness^  have,  it  is  stated,  applied  to  Governor 
Davis  for  a  British  ship  of  war  to  be  stationed  at  Canton.  Eveai 
this  has  been  but  partially  complied  with — for  instead  of  sending 
one  of  ̂ ur  smart  frigates,  like  the  "  Iris/^  (26),  a  small  half-armed 
steamer  belonging  to  the  East  India  Company,  has  been  despatch- 

ed to  protect  the  hves  and  property  of  Eniglishmen.  On  a  recent 
occasion^  last  year.  Captain  Steenbille,  of  the  Danush  frigate  Gala" 
tkea,  opportunely  sent  his  m^ines  from  Whampoa  to  Canton,  lor 
the  protection  of  our  •countarymen.  ^ 

These  proceedings  fully  attest  the  impoi:fections  of  the  treaty  <^ 
Nanking,  which  has  been  so  erroneously  lauded,  and  they  evince 
the  worthlessness  of  Hong  Kong,  even  for  the  last  remaining  plea 
in  its  favour,  that  it  is  a  protection  to  the  trade  of  Canton. 

The  Chinese  repository  for  September,  1846,  alludes  to  further 
assaults  thus  :     "  On  the  25th  ult.  a  murderous  attack  was  made 
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on  a  small  party  of  foreigners.  They  were  in  a  hon^boat^  return- 
ing from  a  short  excursion  on  Honam,  when^  as  they  were  passing 

through  a  creek^  gangs  of  ruffians  furiously  assailed  them  with 

brickbats  and  stones.  '  The  foreign  devils  have  kilkd  our  people, 
and  we  wiU  kill  you  to  revenge  their  death ;'  these  and  many  similar 
words  they  used ;  and^  suiting  the  action  to  the  language^  they 
tried  hard  to  effect  their  deadly  purpose^  heedless  of  remonstrances 
on  the  part  of  the  boatmen  and  the  foreigners.  When  the  boat 
passed  under  the  stone  bridge  (the  Machung-kiau)  they  threw 
down  a  shower  of  heavy  stones,  quite  enough  to  have  sunk  the 
boat  and  destroyed  the  whole  party  in  it.  But  in  their  fury  most 
of  them  missed  their  aim.  The  boat^  however^  when  it  had  passed 
the  bridge  was  almost  a  wrecks  and  only  two  of  the  seven  boat- 

men were  at  their  posts^  all  of  them  having  been  hit^  and  one  re- 
ceived a  deep  gash  in  the  forehead  by  a  sharp  tile.  One  stone^ 

brought  off^  weighed  eighty-five  and  one-third  pounds. 
"  Two  things  should  be  noted  particularly  in  judging  of  this  at- 

tack :  the  party  in  the  boat  had  not  been  into  the  village^  and  had 
given  no  offence ;  the  assailants  only  knew  that  they  were  foreign- 

ers^ and  as  such  determined  to  kill  them  to  revenge  what  had  been 
done  at  another  time  and  in  another  place. 

"  Most  of  the  Chinese  soldiers  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  factories ;  and  all  manner  of  hucksters  are  congre- 

gating, and  filth  and  vermin  accumulating  in  the  adjacent  streets 

— just  as  they  were  before  the  late  riot  V^ 
The  general  impression  now  is^  that  England  will  be  again  in- 

volved in  war  with  the  Government  of  China.  The  Tartars  stimu- 
late the  mob,  and  cause  the  most  violent  placards  to  be  posted  on 

and  around  the  English  factories.  By  the  last  mail  it  is  stated, 

that '' the  patriots  posted  another  violent  chop  on  the  16th,  stating 
that  they  were  determined  to  have  the  heads  of  twenty  foreigners  in 
satisfaction  of  the  lives  lost  during  the  attack  on  the  factories  in 
July. 

"  A  circular  was  immediately  issued  by  the  chairman  of  the 
protective  committee,  advising  the  community  to  be  prepared  to 
defend  the  factories,  should  their  destruction  be  attempted,  and  a 

letter  sent  to  Her  Majesty's  consul  informing  him  of  the  posting  of 
the  placard,  the  translation  of  which,  as  follows,  may  be  relied  on 
as  correct. 

*'  By  the  latest  accounts,  all  was  quiet :  the  Nemesis  had  been 
ordered  to  resume  her  position  opposite  the  factories,  and  the  pros- 

pect of  immediate  assistance,  in  the  event  of  another  riot,  must  be 
very  encouraging  to  the  protective  committee. 
Placarb.  Ist.  "  The  rules  of  piK)ceeding,  and  estabUshed  laws 

of  our  great  Emperor,  in  every  way  exceed  those  of  the  preceding 
dynasty,  in  regarding  the  lives  of  the  people  as  of  paramount 
importance.  Where  local  officers,  in  any  case  of  loss  of  life,  give 
decision  even  in  a  slight  degree  at  variance  with  the  truth,  or  not 

vol.  II.  H 
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corresponding  with  the  testimony  of  the  deceased's  relations,  the 
immediate  degradation  and  dismisaal  of  such   officers,  may  be 
deemed  a  proof  of  the  importance  attached,  and  the  attention  paid 
to  human  life :  as  for  the  loss  of  the  life  of  one  Chinaman,  those  of 
two  foreigners  are  required  to  make  good  the  loss.     The  laws  of  His 
Majesty  are  most  dear,  and  from  the  obedience  rendered  to  them 
all,  by  all  classes  of  people  whatever,  does  it  result  that  those  above 
have  oeen  for  a  long  time  past,  on  good  terms  with  those  below.    In 
the  fifth  moon  of  this  year,  however,  there  were  upwards  of  twenty 
Chinese  slain  by  foreigners,  their  bodies  thrown  into  the  water, 

and  buried  in  the  fishes'  bellies ;  but  our  high  officers  have  treated 
the  matter,  as  though  they  heard  it  not ;  have  regarded  the  Fank-' 
wei  as  though  they  were  gods ;  have  held  the  Chinese  as  the  flesh 
of  fish,  and  have  despised  the  lives  of  men  as  the  hair  of  the  head : 
they  persisted  in  making  no  representation  to  the  throne,  neither 
did  they  settle  the  matter  as  they  ought.     The  myriad  people  la- 

mented and  were  indignant :  woe  entered  the  marrow  of  their 
bones ;  in  the  public  hidls,  although  their  hearts  were  set  on  im- 

parting to  each  other  their  resentful  feelings^  yet  had  they  no 
available  counsel  to  follow.    They  have  no  resource  left,  but  to 
appoint  a  day,  when,  amongst  those  present  at  the  general  consul- 

tation, certain  may  come  forth,  and  concerning  all  these  (slain 
men)  demand  of  Pwandfdh  of  the  Ckungwo  hong  (M inqua)  among 
the  foreign  hongs,  if  he  will  point  out  the  leaders  and  followers  of 
the  FdnkiDei  who  were  engaged  in  the  fight,  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  liglit  a  fire  that  shall  bum  without  restraint,  or  devise 
means  to  lay  their  hands  upon  them,  that  there  be  left  not  a  sin- 

gle life  of  a  Chinaman  without  its  substitute.     Thus  to  give  rise  to 
the  excesses  of  the  Fdnkwei,  is  indeed  much  to  the  loss  of  the  res- 

pectability of  the  empire.     Should  Pwandfah,  audaciously  main- 
taining his  design  of  aiming  at  profit,  shelter  or  assist  the  Fdnkwei, 

and  refuse  to  give  straightforward  testimony,  then  will  we  take 
his  flesh  to  eat,  his  skin  to  sleep  upon,  to  make  glad  the  hearts  of 
men,  ere  we  stop. 

"  [The  respectful  declaration  of  all  the  colleges,  or  public  deba- 
ting rooms  in  the  city  of  Canton.] 

"  (Posted  on  the  north  wall  of  the  Factories  on  the  night  of  the 15th  September  J 

2nd.  '•  Upon  the  land  of  Hong  kong  are  the  residences  of  those 
who  go  to  and  fro,  trading  up  to  Canton,  and  down  to  Macao. 
Now  since  the  Fdnkwei  have  settled  thereon,  those  who  dwell 
around,  have  suflered  no  slight  hurt :  their  wives  have  endured 
their  licentiousness,  their  honest  men  all  obey  their  call  (»» 
servants.)  The  string  of  their  iniquities  is  completed,  the  villagers 
gnash  their  teeth,  the  myriad  people  are  intensely  indignant. 
Alas !  they  petition  their  rulers,  but  they  do  them  not  justice ; 
whence  it  comes  that  the  protracted  stream  of  evil  influence, 
deepens  the  more,  the  longer  it  continues.     There  are  withal  cer- 
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tain  native  traitors^  who  in  their  covetous  plotting  and  scheming 
after  gain,  have  so  slight  a  respect  for  propriety,  principle,  thrift 
and  modesty,  as  to  have  established,  on  behalf  of  the  Fdnkwei, 
boats  to  carry  passengers  and  freight  between  Hong  Kong  and 
the  city :  thus  giving  outlet  to  numerous  offences,  they  are  ever 
secretly  carrying  foreign  letters.  All  our  countrymen  who  travel 
back  and  forward  know  it  well;  calamity,  growing  freely,  is  as  the 
hair  of  our  head  in  number.  Furthermore,  if  the  Fdnkwei  here- 

after pretend  that  the  sailing  and  freighting  of  these  boats  is,  by 
its  long  existence,  law,  should  we  wish  to  put  an  end  thereto  we 
shall  not  be  able ;  if  we  deal  with  them  (or  serve  them)  it  will  be 
difficult  afterwards  to  attack  them :  what  is  there  like  arresting 
the  calamity,  ere  it  shall  have  budded  ?  we,  of  all  the  assembly 
halls,  if  in  twenty  days  from  the  circulation  of  this  paper,  the  said 
passage  boats  shall  not  have  ceased  to  ply,  should  again  dare  to 
carry  foreigners  to  and  fro,  fattening  themselves  to  the  prejudice 
of  men's  families,  to  the  ruin  of  their  houses,  upon  ascertaining 
the  facts,  will,  with  united  hearts  and  with  all  our  strength,  des- 

troy and  exterminate  these  passage  boatsmen ;  assuredly,  shall  they 
not  leave  injury  everywhere  behind  them.  May  prosperity  thus 
have  a  means  of  returning  to  us  V 

For  the  past  two  years  Her  Majesty's  government  have  been 
urged  to  provide  against  this  state  of  things,  and  advised  to  open 
negotiations  for  another  and  better  Treaty.  It  was  stated  that 
if  the  island  of  Chusan  were  evacuated,  without  Canton  city  being 
opened  conformably  to  the  treaty  of  Nankin,  bloodshed,  disturb- 

ance, and  another  war  would  ensue.  Nevertheless,  Chusan  was 
evacuated,  although  the  treaty  of  Nankin  was  not  fulfilled  in 
the  spirit  or  in  the  letter,  and  Canton  was  not  opened,  although 
distinctly  promised  by  the  treaty. 
The  following  proclamation,  by  Keying,  the  Chinese  Plenipo- 

tentiary, acknowledges  on  paper  the  right  of  the  British  to  a  re- 
sidence in  the  city  of  Canton ;  but  the  actual  power  is  still  denied, 

and  a  mere  promise  held  forth  that  as  soon  as  the  Emperor  can  con- 
»trol  his  subjects,  the  English  will  receive  admission  into  Canton. 
Yet,  on  the  faith  of  this  futile  promise,  Chusan  was  evacuated, 
although  its  return  was  in  fact  the  only  means  of  preserving  peace 
with  China : — 

"  Keying,  High  Imperial  Coilimissioner  and  Governor-general 
of  the  two  Kwang,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  and  Hwang,  Lieutenant-governor 
of  Kwantung,  &c.,  fee,  &c.,  hereby  proclaim  to  the  entire  body  of 
gentry  and  common  people,  the  manifestation  of  the  Imperial 
goodness. 

"  Whereas  Canton  is  the  general  resort  of  merchants  from  every 
country  beyond  the  seas,  yet  since  the  accession  of  the  present 
Dynasty,  for  upwards  of  two  centuries,  foreigners  have  never  en- 

tered the  city ;  on  which  account  the  British  Envoy,  having  year 
after  year,  repeatedly  intimated  the  desire  for  admission  to  the  city, 

H  2 
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we,  tlie  Gorernor-genenl  and  Liet 
directed  the  local  authorities  to  u 

mon  people ;  but  the  popular  feelii 
Bare,  so  as  to  cause  its  execution  t 

"  Now,  the  English  Envoy  bavii 
former  negotiations,  we,  the  Oo 
governor,  addressed  our  joint  adn 
them  to  be  tnuosmitted  to  the  in] 
under  the  signature  of  the  said  g 
bitanta  of  the  city  and  suburbs  c 
foreigners  entering  the  city.  The 
placards  stuck  up  in  all  places. 

"  Whereupon  we,  theGovemor-f 
in  our  reply  to  the  Envoy,  minui 

The  British  Envoy,  in  his  dispatc' Commercial  Emporium  of  Foo-cl 
entrance  is  permitted  into  the  cit 
at  Canton,  &;c. 

"  Ye  gentry  and  people  mast  ci 
tions  are  estaolished  between  the 

tends  his  kind  regards  equally  1 
Moreover,  at  the  other  ports  whi 
Foo-chow,  Ningpo,  and  Shangba 
Amoy,  which  has  neither  walled 
admitted  within  the  walla  without 
ance.  Only  at  Canton  do  there  ei 
is  objected  to. 

"  We  can  but  auppoae  that  you conversant  with  the  facts  and  diff 

great  variety  of  public  opinion  ht 
there  be  men  fond  of  disturbance, 
citing  commotions.  Wherefore,  v 
the  gentry  and  people,  within  au 
formation.  Ton  must  each  and 

separation,  and  set  aside  jealousii 
hitherto  offering  vexatious  oppositi 
harmony,  we,  the  Govemor-gene: 
connection  with  the  English  env 
good,  and  permanent  footing.  I 
oppose  this  special  proclamation. 

"  Taoukwaug,  25th  year,  12th  i 
"  (ISth  January,  18 

This  proclamation  acknowledgi 
people,  or  an  unvrillingness  to  co 
elusion  from  Canton  city,  induce 

"  outside  barbariana," — hence  the 
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The  Consular  Ports. 

Canton. 

^  r  Imports 
£  \  Exports 

Total 

15  /  Imports 
22  \  Exports 

Total     . 

00 
< 

to 

< 

Contular  Portt 

Shanghac,  Imports 
„       Exports 

Amoy^  Imports 
,,       Exports 

Ningpo,  Imports 
,,       Exports 

Fuh-cboo,  Imports 
„        Exports 

'Shanghae,  Imports 
f.        Exports 

Amoy,  Imports 
Exports 

2  ̂  Ningpo,  Imports 
„       Exports 

Fuh-choo,  Imports 
„        Exports 

Total  for  1844 

Total  for  1845 

England and 
India. 

United  States 
of 

America. 

3,451,312 
3,883,828 

7,335,140 

2,321,692 
4,492,370 

6,814,062 

1 
/ 

} 

501,335 
487,528 

80,650 
12,612 

Unknown. 

None. 

1,082,207 

1,259,091 
147,494 
15,478 

10,398 

17,495 
4,537 
683 

529,938 

1,448,671 

1,978,609 

536,910 

1,728,975 

2,265,885 

8,417,265 

9,351,445 

} 

11,513 

776 1,978,609 

2,278,174 

Fran 

£ 

1 

15,; 

21,! 

15,; 
21,1 

The  total  shipping  inwards  of  the  port  of  Canton  was  in  1844,  vessels  306  ;  tonnag| 
The  French  imports  were  entirely  from  Manilla,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  export 

Danish  with  Singapore  and  Copenhagen.    German  with  Singapore  and  Hamburgh. 
— the  greater  part  of  which  was  in  piece  goods,  re* shipped  or  never  landed  for  wa 
trade  of  Anioy.     So  also  with  other  ports.     The  object  has  been  to  give  if  possible  a 
dollars,  at  4«.  4rf.  per  dollar,  which  makes  £255,273  ;  and  the  exports  6,593,881  dolh 
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CHAPTER    II. 

tNTERNAL  TRADE,  COASTING  TRAFFIC,  AND  MARI- 
TIME COMMERCE  OP  CHINA  WITH  THE  ENGLISH, 

AMERICANS,  AND  OTHER  WESTERN  NATIONS. 

It  is  difficult  to  convey  in  a  succinct  form,  and  without  the  aid 
tf  tabular  statements,  a  clear  view  of  the  commerce  of  China, 
iternal  and   maritime.     Our  knowledge    of  the  former  is  very 
mited,  and  excepting   Shanghai,   almost  the  whole  trade  with 
!urope,  America,  and  the  East  Indies,  centres  still  in  Canton,  at 
(be  extremity  and  in  one  of  the  most  barren  provinces  of  the  em- 

pire.   In  order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  further  observations  and 
iture  comparisons,  an  endeavour  will  be  made  to  explain  the  exist- 
ig  commerce  of  China,  beginning  with  the 
Inland  Tradb — China  possesses  a  greater  variety  of  produc- 

ions,  than  any  country  in  the  world.     Whilst  at  its   southern 
^tremity  the  cocoa-nut  still  flourishes,  its  borders  on  the  river 
Lmoor  famish  the  fur-animals  in  equal  proportion  to  any  obtained 
Siberia.    The  marshy  soil  and  plains  of  the  extensive  delta 

stween   the   Yellow  River   and  Yangtzekang    possess    aU   the 
Ivantages  of  the    Netherlands  and   Egypt,    whilst   Kweichoo, 
Lokoner,  and  part  of  Yunnan  vie  with  Switzerland  in  towering 
lountains,  and  in  mineral  treasures  with  the  Cordilleras.     There 
a  transition  from  the  most  barren  soil,  worse  than  the  Desert 
Saharah,  to  the  most  fertile  spots  in  all  Asia,  and  as  an  allwise 
)yidence  allotted  to  each  peculiar  riches,  the  most  opposite  ones 

fe  met  in  China  together.     An  idea  that  domestic  animals  ought 
kever  to  encroach  upon  the  food  of  man,  has  rendered  the  bul- 
2k  scarce,  and  the  sheep  scanty;  and  confined  the  riches  of  the 

ktisbandman  to  a  pig,  which  lives  on  refuse,  and  to  a  lean  goat, 
)W8ing  on  a  barren  mountain.     The  jealousy  of  the  government 
chased  the  horse  from  the  plough  and  waggon,  because  its 

objects  might  employ  the  animal  in  war,  and  man  is  compelled 
do  the  labour  of  the  beast.    Were  it  not  on  that  account, 
rina  would  have  rich  meadows,  large  droves  of  cattle,  and  wool, 
well  as  hides,  for  exportation.    An  all-absorbing  desire  to 

>8ses8  always  grain,  and  especially  rice,  in  abundance,  has  made 
le  Chinese  husbandman  bestow  bJI  his  care  upon  this  one  subject, 
the  neglect  of  kitchen  vegetables  and  fruit  trees.     A  perhaps 

rell-founded  fear  of  the  mandarins,  that  if  the  mines  of  the 
)untry  were  generally  opened,  the  attention  of  the  people  would 
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be  withdrawn  from  more  useiiil  pursuits^  has  rendered  them  very 
strict,  in  merely  permitting  the  working  of  a  very  few,  and  those 
only  to  a  certain  amount.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  south-western 
provinces  would  export  gold,  silver  and  copper,  as  they  did  for- 

merly tuteuague.  But  there  are  the  labourers,  of  an  enterprizing, 
greedy  and  patient  nation,  who  only  require  an  impulse  to 
fiilfil  its  great  destiny  in  procuring  the  greatest  diversity  of  pro- 

ductions that  can  possibly  be  collected  in  any  single  empire. 
From  the  most  ancient  times,  the  great  use  of  water  communica- 

tion was  discovered ;  and  the  nation  has  for  more  than  two  thou- 
sand years  been  endeavouring  to  make  canals,  wherever  natural 

obstacles  did  not  prove  insurmountable.  Thence  arose  the  inland 
communication  between  the  Yangtzse  and  Canton,  and  the  ex- 

tensive hydraulic  works  which  connect  the  capital  with  every 
province.  Though  the  primary  object  by  digging  them,  was  to 
furnish  irrigation  for  the  fields,  still  there  is  throughout  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  land,notasingle  important  point  to  which  canalsdo  not 
diverge ;  there  is  not  a  city,  except  in  the  high  mountains,  without 
being  intersected  by  them ;  and  there  is  moreover  not  the  smallest 
one,  on  which  boats  do  not  ply,  whilst  some  on  the  great  channels 
of  intercourse  are  covered  with  vessels  of  every  description.  The 
avenues  of  the  inland  trade  are  therefore  open  and  practicable  in 
every  direction.  But  carelul  as  the  Chinese  are  in  this  respect, 
they  are  equally  indiflferent  afcout  roads,  which  are  almost  un- 

known. Hence  the  rude  state  of  the  mountainous  parts,  and 
uncivilized  condition  of  north-western  China,  where  few  canals 
exist. 

If  we  examine  the  character  of  the  nation  at  large,  their  gain- 
seeking  propensities  are  prominent,  and  in  the  steady  pursuit  of 
lucre,  no  matter  what  the  means  are,  they  challenge  a  compeer. 

Pedling,  traflScking,  and  trading  are  therefore  instinctive  with 
them,  and  a  child  which  has  scarcely  learnt  to  speak,  will  lay  out 
a  few  cash  to  buy  sugar-cane  or  cakes,  and  retail  them  by  the 
roadside ;  a  penny  thus  gained,  is  more  esteemed  than  a  pound 
obtained  without  cheating  or  bargaining.  The  first  thing  an 
infant  learns  is  "  to  lisp  in  numbers  /'  the  first  enterprize  of  the 
urchin  is  to  cypher  ;  and  it  is  a  rarity  to  find  a  man  not  versed  in 
this  science,  for  the  v^ry  coolie  and  clown  keep  thei^  accounts. 
China  exhibits  one  grand  mart  erf  ti:aders,  everything  is  purchas- 

able, everybody  vendable ;  the  Emperor  trades,  his  ministers^  traffic 
in  everything,  and  where  sujch  examples  axe  given,  we  must 
expect  to  find  myriads  of  ipoiitators.  We  ought  therefore  not  to 
wonder  at  the  ingenuity  which  converts  all  substances  into  articles 
of  commerce,  nor  at  the  fertility  of  genius  to  discover  the  best 
market  J  where  such  a  spirit  prevails,  we  may  easily  suppose^  that 
the  inland  trade  will  be  flourishing. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  this  practical  commercial  tendency 
of  the  nation,  the  government  has   adopted  a   different  theory. 
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Considering  agriculture  the  only  source  of  permanent  riches^  and 
trade  often  hostile  to  the  pursuit  of  such  a  laborious  profession, 
various  laws  have  been  issued  to  check  its  growth.  The  merchant, 
bj  being  constantly  on  the  move,  contracts  ideas  which  are  not 
very  much  in  accordance  with  the  orthodox  policy  of  the  ruling 
authorities,  and  hence  the  adoption  of  what  is  termed  a  salutary 
restraint.  Thus  there  are  laws  and  by-laws  without  end,  hin- 

drances, prohibitions,  regulations,  filling  pondrous  volumes,  to 
abridge  the  liberty  of  the  subject  in  disposing  of  his  goods  and 
chattels  to  the  best  advantage,  and  to  try  the  cunniag  of  the  sub- 

ject, how  to  circumvent  and  to  evade.  The  supreme  government 
pretends  to  look  upon  all  trade  with  utter  contempt,  and  hence 
has  never  burdened  it  with  heavy  duties,  leaving  its  minions  to 
oppress  it  by  exactions,  fees  and  grinding,  so  as  to  render  smug- 

gling inevitable,  and  a  custom  officer^s  situation  the  most  lucrative 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  and  the  proper  position  of  a  Mantchoo 
Tartar. 
When  taking,  however,  the  whole  of  the  despotic  nature  of 

the  government  into  consideration,  the  restrictions  upon  the 
inland  trade  have  not  been  so  severe,  as  from  its  grasping 
character  might  have  been  expected.  One  sound  principle  of  the 
autocratism  of  China  is  never  to  oppose  public  opinion  if  too 
powerful,  but  to  reserve  for  itself  the  privilege  of  making  pro- 

hibitions ;  not  to  punish  the  many  of  transgressors,  for  that  would 
endanger  its  very  existence,  but  to  choose  a  few  individuals  and 
make  them  the  scapegoats  for  the  whole.  Thus  have  the  Na- 

tives overcome  the  repugnance  of  their  rulers,  and  their  endless 
annoyance  in  confining  traffic  in  a  narrow  sphere,  by  their  num- 

bers and  determination,  accompanied  by  a  vrillingness  to  offer 
up  occasionally  a  holocaust  to  appease  the  wrath  of  the  Mandarins. 
.  Every  country,  as  thickly  populated  as  China,  has  an  immense 
pressure  upon  its  resources,  but  the  very  circumstance  of  over 
population  calls  forth  a  spirit  of  invention  in  those  who  are  pressed 
for  a  bare  subsistence  to  prolong  life,  and  has  most  powerfully 
operated  upon  commerce,  not  only  in  discovering  the  articles  of 
trade,  but  also  in  lowering  the  profits  by  incessant  vigorous  com- 

petition. The  princes  of  China  were  early  taught  to  issue  the 
least  valiiable  metal  coin  in  existence,  to  make  it  divisable  in 
endless  fractions,  because  the  individual  share  amongst  the 
majority  of  the  nation  in  the  riches  of  the  country,  was  so  very 
trifling,  as  to  render  a  silver  piece  for  the  very  few  only  available. 
This  being  the  medium  of  small  transactions,  the  shareholders  in 
every  speculation  are  necessarily  numerous,  and  where  a  capital  of 
one  hundred  dollars  is  required,  there  are  perhaps  ten  partners, 
ilven  where  a  capitalist  stands  at  the  head,  and  ftirnishes  all  the 
Qash,  his  people  prefer  having  a  small  share,  however  trifling  soever, 
in.  the  concern,. to  receiving  a  settled  sum  of  monthly  or  annu^ 

wages ;   for  the  gains  by  traffic,  how  great  the  difficuities  soever. 
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are  more  precious  to  a  Chinaman^  than  money  obtained  directly 
without  barter  and  bargaining. 

Amongst  the  myriads  of  petty  trafiSckers  and  pedlars^  there  is 
however  a  considerable  spirit  of  combination^  so  that  even  small 
traders  have  their  meetings^  where  resolutions  are  passed^  and  mea- 

sures conjointly  adopted^  for  successfully  carrying  their  designs 
into  ejQfect^  and  insuring  a  flourishing  commerce.  Of  the  extent 
and  capital  of  such  unions  there  are  numberless  gradations^  from 
petty  hucksters  to  large  established  companies,  who  however  with 
the  exception  of  the  salt  merchants,  are  not  as  such  privileged,  or 
under  a  charter  of  government.  The  Mandarins  have  wisely  refused 
to  interfere  forcibly  with  the  proceedings  and  enterprize  or  com- 

binations by  which  money  is  realized,  and  merely  content  them- 
selves either  with  sharing  in  or  swallowing  up  the  profits. 

A  few  general  remarks  on  these  associations  may  be  useful. 
1st.  Shopkeepers  who  trade  in  similar  goods  form  themselves 

into  bodies,  not  so  much  for  mutual  assistance,  but  for  selling 
their  articles  at  a  certain  rate,  or  for  stopping  trading  altogether,  if 
either  the  public  or  the  Mandarins  will  not  accede  to  their  propo- 

sitions. In  enforcing  these  obligations  upon  all  the  members, 
they  are  very  strict,  and  whosoever  clandestinely  evades  their  rules, 
is  sure  to  be  persecuted  with  inveterate  vengeance. 

2nd.  People  that  trade  to  certain  parts  of  the  empire  form 
themselves  into  sureties  for  mutual  protection,  assistance  and  ad- 

ministration, and  thus  ensure  a  better  treatment  of  their  persons, 
and  security  to  their  trade.  The  most  celebrated  associations  of 
this  description  are  the  Shanse  merchants,  who  with  their  cara- 

vans traverse  the  whole  breadth  of  the  empire,  and  journey  in  far 
greater  numbers  than  even  Mohomedan  pilgrims,  over  Arabia,  the 
deserts  now  tributary  to  China,  as  well  as  Mongolia,  Mantchouria, 
Turkestan,  and  Tibet,  until  they  arrive  at  the  confines  of  Bokhara 
and  Siberia.  They  are  men  of  large  capital,  and  their  investments 
are  considerable.  In  this  spirit  of  enterprize,  cheerful  endurance 
of  fatigues  for  the  sake  of  gain,  perseverance  and  patience,  they 
are  perhaps  unsurpassed. 

3rd.  In  each  large  empire,  where  a  number  of  merchants  from 
a  certain  province  or  large  city  trade,  there  are  large,  commodious^ 
and  neat  houses  erected  by  the  countrymen,  known  under  the  name 
of  Hwuykwan,  to  which  generally  a  temple  or  some  garden  is  at- 

tached ;  and  here  the  merchants  assemble  at  stated  times,  hold 
deliberations,  propose  and  reject  measures,  and  act  in  many  respects 
as  a  company.  These  are  very  respectable  institutions,  command 
considerable  capital,  and  act  frequently  with  much  unanimity  and 
success. 

4th.  Monopolists, — The  Chinese  government  having  prohibited 
the  unlimited  use  of  some  articles,  such  as  saltpetre,  sulphur,  iron, 
and  horses,  looks  to  trustworthy  men,  that  they  shall  deal  in  them 
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only  in  such  quantities  as  will  render  them  harmless^  and  sell  to 
government  at  a  prescribed  rate^  generally  under  the  actual  value. 
According  to  law,  none  can  buy  from  them,  except  he  bring  a  cer- 

tificate from  the  authorities ;  and  this  must  be  retained  by  the  mer- 
ch^it  to  account  for  the  quantity  of  his  imports  and  sales.  We 

may  call  them  ̂ '  licensed  monopolists/'  who  form  themselves  into 
companies  to  carry  on  their  business  with  greater  effect,  and  levy 
the  largest  possible  tax  upon  the  public.  Still,  we  cannot  view  them 
in  the  same  light  as  our  commercial  privileged  companies. 

The  self-constituted  monopoUsts  are  a  race  of  merchants,  that 
combine  with  each  other  for  better  or  worse,  and  defy  laws,  regula- 

tions, and  prohibitions  with  great  tenacity  and  perseverance. 
The  most  formidable  among  them  are  the  corn  monopolists,  men  of 
iron  nerve,  unmoved  by  sufferings,  who,  with  infinite  tact,  raise 
and  lower  the  price  of  rice  in  concert,  or  withdraw  it  for  some  time 
dtogether  from  the  market.  They  are  rather  numerous,  and 
have  more  than  once  defied  government ;  for  their  large  profits 
permit  them  to  bribe  the  underlings  richly.  There  is  no  other 
bond  amongst  the  members  but  self-interest,  this  is  strong  enough 
to  hold  the  associations  together.  As  an  instance  of  this  descrip- 

tion, the  cotton  monopoly  at  Canton  may  be  mentioned :  a  num- 
ber of  Fokeen  merchants  had  there  agreed  to  export  exclusively 

the  foreign  article  to  their  homes  and  to  Formosa,  under  certain 
conditions,  agreed  upon  amongst  themselves.  This  prerogative 
they  maintained  in  spite  of  competition  and  capital,  and  most  suc- 

cessfully defeated,  during  many  years,  all  the  plans  for  interfering 
in  their  business. 

The  only  company  of  privileged  merchants  are  the  salt  monopo- 
lists, who  may  be  found  throughout  the  vast  empire.  The  bar- 
gain between  them  and  the  government  is,  that  they  should  buy 

the  salt  at  a  certain  price  from  the  manufacturer,  and  sell  it,  like- 
wise, at  a  fixed  rate  to  the  consumer,  and  for  this  privilege  they 

pay  a  sum  of  money  into  the  hands  of  an  inspector.  The  money 
thus  furnished  by  these  traders  amounts  to  more  than  seven  mil^ 
lion  taels  per  annum.  This,  however,  is  merely  a  direct  tax ;  to 
the  mandarins,  and  even  the  Emperor,  it  remains  to  make,  from 
time  to  time,  application,  either  in  their  own  personal  behalf,  or 
for  public  exigencies  :  in  this  respect,  they  are  not  much  better 
off  than  the  Hong  merchants  of  yore.  But  they  have,  also,  the 
means  of  revenging  themselves  upon  the  common  people,  by  rais- 

ing their  prices,  the  government  faithfully  assisting  them  in  driv- 
ing intruders  from  the  market,  and  seizing  smugglers.  The  latter, 

however,  especially  on  the  sea-coast,  where  immense  quantities  of 
salt  are  manufactured,  are  too  strong  to  be  suppressed,  and  carry 
on  lucrative  illicit  trade  in  the  commodity.  There  are  not  many 
instances  of  these  companies  becoming  bankrupt,  and  individuals 
who  have  a  share  in  the  salt  concern  are,  from  that  circumstance, 
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considered  rich.  Several  mandarinB  are  appointed  to  examine 
their  ledgers^  to  assist  in  the  transportation^  and  to  take  effectual 
measures  to  prevent  any  want  of  this  necessary  article. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  pawnbrokers,  for  though  these  are 
not  strictly  merchants,  they  are,  nevertheless,  monopolists,  and 
form  companies,  not  merely  confining  themselves  to  take  articles 
in  pawn,  but  speculating  to  a  considerable  amount  in  everything 
which  promises  profit.  So  great  is  their  influence  upon  the 
people  at  large,  that  when  they  stop  their  business,  there  is  a 
stagnation  of  all  trade  (see  description  of  pawnshops  at  page 
06).  The  government  fully  recognises  their  establishments  and 
companies,  exacts  for  this  a  trifling  direct  tax,  but  looks  upon 
them  as  a  never-failing  source  of  supplies  whenever  any  wants  are 
felt.  There  exists,  generally,  the  best  understanding  between 
them  and  the  authorities,  who  find  it  a  decided  advantage  to  assist 
them,  and  thus  render  the  poorer  classes  obedient  to  their  rule. 
Rich  officers  often  become  partners,  though  nominal  only,  and 
even  public  money  on  high  interest  is  entrusted  to  their  care. 
The  populace,  however,  bear  pawnbrokers  a  never-dying  grudge ; 
and  after  their  having  acquired  considerable  capital,  the  lower 
classes  frequently,  with  one  accord,  plunder  their  whole  property, 
without  the  civil  powers  being  able  to  rescue  them  from  the  ruth- 

less hands  of  the  rabble.  Yet,  though  they  are  the  source  of 
much  woe  and  grinding  oppression,  they  still  deserve  the  credit 
of  keeping  the  wheels  of  commerce  revolving  by  seasonable  sup- 

plies, by  their  semi-banking  operations. 
We  may  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  particulars  of 

the  inland  trade.  This  may  conveniently  be  divided  into  northern^ 
central,  and  southern. 

Ist.  7%e  Northern.  We  are  accustomed  in  Europe,  to  find 
amongst  the  nations  of  a  colder  clime  more  manufactursd  indus- 

try than  in  the  south ;  there  are  more  wants,  and,  therefore,  a 
great  many  ready  devices  to  supply  them.  Such,  however,  is  not 
the  case  in  China.  Little  mechanical  skill  exists  there  to  work 
up  the  raw  produce  of  the  land,  and  to  heighten  the  natural  riches 
of  the  country,  by  adapting  the  same  to  general  use :  up  to  the 

present  moment,  the  majority  of  the  peasantry  still  wear  sheeps' 
skins,  dress  themselves  in  cottons  imported  &(»n  the  other  pro- 

vinces, and  scarcely  even  manufacture  from  hemp  or  wool  the 
coarsest  stuffs  for  their  own  consumption.  The  same  awkward- 

ness is  also  perceived  in  their  workmanship  of  metal,  which  is  of 
the  rudest  description.  Their  dwellings  are  comparatively  miser- 

able, for  they  do  not  well  understand  to  bake  and  bum  the  clay, 
and  are  content  to  Uve  in  filth  and  misery.  Peking  is  the  largest 
capital  in  Asia,  it  contains,  in  its  walls,  the  wealth  of  Eastern  and 
Central  Asia.  From  the  wide  Chinese  Empire,  with  all  its  tribu- 

tary states,  the  most  opulent  princes,  officers,  merchants,  and  in- 
triguants, make  the  court  alternately  their  home,  and  spend  their 
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substance.  One  would^  therefore^  expect  that  the  inhabitants 
vould^  by  their  ingenuity,  administer  to  the  various  wants  created 
by  luxury,  and  excel  all  others  in  manufacturing  skill.  Instead  of 
this,  however,  Peking  imports  almost  every  article,  and  though 
the  Empress  breeds  silkworms,  and  weaves  herself,  to  encourage 
this  branch  of  industry,  there  are  no  others  to  imitate  her  example. 

Second-rate  cities  in  the  southern  provinces,  exhibit  a  far  greater 
variety  of  trades,  and  ingenuity  of  execution,  than  is  evinced  in 
the  huge  assemblage  of  buildings  with  which  the  imperial  court 
is  surrounded. 

There  is,  in  fact,  little  commerce  at  Peking  beyond  the  imme- 
diate wants  of  the  inhabitants. 

De  Lange,  the  Russian  minister  at  the  court  of  Peking,  accounts 
for  merchants  and  other  traders  not  wishing  to  come  to  the  capi- 

tal from  di£ferent  and  distant  provinces.  He  states,  that  the 
great  lords  oppress  the  merchants  (strangers)  to  such  a  degree, 
and  take  their  goods  from  them  upon  any  frivolous  pretence ;  and 
for  payment,  there  is  not  the  least  hope  held  out. 

For  this  reason,  all  merchants  of  any  standing  in  Peking,  put 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  some  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  or  high  ministers;  and  by  this  means,  with  the  aid  of  a 
large  sum  of  money  paid  annually,  they  are  able  to  escape  the  ex- 

tortions of  the  mandarins,  and  common  Tartar  soldiers.  Without 
such  protection,  no  merchant  could  stand  the  unjust  calls  made 
on  him ;  where  every  one  in  office  thinks  he  has  a  right  and  fair 
claim  on  people  who  live  by  trade.  As  to  looking  for  redress,  it 
is  useless,  as  the  goods  are  ordered  to  be  brought  to  the  tribunal 
of  justice ;  and  he  is  reckoned  a  clever  fellow  that  will  ever  see 
them  again. 
One  reason  of  the  inconsiderable  trade  of  the  north,  is  the 

want  of  roads,  since  the  natiure  of  the  soil  admits  of  very  few 
canals.  Goods  must,  therefore,  be  transported  on  the  backs  of 
men,  and  although  wages  are  very  low,  and  there  are  plenty  of 
men  to  engage  in  the  work,  stiU  transportation  becomes,  in  this 
manner,  expensive. 

The  sundry  disadvantages,  however,  under  which  the  inland 
commerce  labours,  are  greatly  obviated  by  the  industry,  enterprize, 
and  money-seeking  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shanse  pro- 

vince. To  say  that  they  are  the  Jews  of  northern  China,  would  be 
a  very  faint  description  of  their  restless  desire  after  gain.  They 
will  convert  every  article  which  can  be  found,  how  unseemly 
soever,  into  merchandize,  and  laugh  at  dangers  and  fatigues,  if 
they  can  realise  some  cash.  The  consequence  is,  that  there  are 
great  capitalists,  amongst  them,  that  banking  establishments  must 
have  a  Shanse  partner,  and  that  the  caravans  are  almost  exclu- 

sively composed  of  this  race. 
Chihle  is  the  most  sterile  province  of  the  empire,  but  the  esta- 

blishment of  the  court  within  its  jurisdiction,  is  some  compensa- 
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tion  for  its  natural  defects.  It  has^  however^  scarcely  any  exports, 
excepting  a  very  inferior  kind  of  date,  and  some  kind  of  agate 
stone,  and  salt.  The  latter  article,  when  obtained  at  the  sea-side, 
is  piled  np  along  the  Peiho  river,  opposite  to  Te^ntsin,  in  large 
mounds,  to  the  number  of  400  or  500,  containing  no  less  than  from 
4,000  to  10,000  peculs,  and  then  overlaid  with  earth  until  there  is 
a  demand  for  it.  The  vessels  that  carry  it  up  into  the  country, 
amounting  to  no  less  than  one  thousand  in  number,  ply  without 
cessation.  Teentsin  supplying  this  necessary  of  life  not  only  to 
its  own  province,  but  all  the  north-western  parts  of  territory  be- 

longing to  the  empire,  has  in  the  manufacture  and  transporta- 
tion of  this  article,  a  very  flourishing  trade.  The  salt  merchants, 

natives  of  Shanse,  who  engage  tdso  largely  in  banking,  are 
looked  upon  as  the  most  wealthy  individuals  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  as  the  arbitrators  of  the  whole  trade.  The  moment  they  com- 

mence carrying  away  their  saline  stores,  all  is  bustle,  every  branch 
of  industry  thrives,  and  the  whole  populace  is  employed ;  but  as 
soon  as  they  stop,  scarcely  any  merchant  dares  to  speculate.  The 
trade  varies  very  much,  and  humid  weather,  as  well  as  encroach- 

ments of  the  sea  upon  the  salt-beds,  make  great  havoc  upon  this 
perishable  commodity.  The  fixed  sum  paid  to  government  is  at 
present  430,000  taels,  allowing  this  to  be  the  twentieth  part  of 
the  actual  trade,  the  amount  of  capital  employed  in  this  branch 
would  be  8,600,000  taels ;  a  very  considerable  sum.  There  has 
latterly  been  a  great  increase,  so  that  the  revenue,  as  it  stands 
above,  has  been  almost  doubled. 

The  inland  trade  of  this  province,  is  considerably  increased  by  the 
rendezvous  of  about  6000  grain  junks  from  all  parts  of  the  empire, 
carrying  no  less  than  2,561,000  shih  of  rice.  Although  this  enor- 

mous quantity  is  stored  up  in  the  granaries  of  the  capital,  and 
given  to  the  officers,  Mantchoos  and  Mongouls,  still  a  great  deal 
is  sold,  and  causes  no  trifling  speculation  at  Teentsin,  where  the 
grain  market,  in  August,  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  whole.world. 
But  this  is  not  the  only  source  of  traffic.  To  all  the  sailors  and 
oaptains  of  these  boats  a  certain  quantity  of  stowage  is  allowed, 
on  their  own  account,  and  their  articles  pass  free  of  custom- 

house duties.  Teentsin,  therefore,  resembles  on  their  arrival  in 
July  and  August  a  great  fair,  presenting  every  imaginable  article 
for  sale,  and  judging  from  the  number  of  speculators,  there  is  a 
great  trade,  though  divided  amongst  thousands  of  shareholders. 
It  is  impossible  to  speak  of  the  actual  amount ;  but  it  is  not  over- 

rating the  amount  of  capital  employed  in  it,  if  making  it  equiva- 
lent to  the  quantity  of  grain  carried  by  the  junks. 

Chihle  has  another  article  of  exportation,  in  coals,  of  rather  an 
inferior  description,  obtained  on  the  spot,  and  sent  to  the  southern 
districts,  where  ftiel  is  extremely  scarce. 

On  the  eastern  frontier  of  this  province  at  Shanhoekwan  is  the 
great  thoroughfare  for  the   cattle,  which  come  from   Mantchoo 
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Tartary.  This  traffic  has  however  lately  greatly  decreased^  and 
last  year  the  whole  of  the  duties  realized  was  only  28,000  taels, 
about  one-tenth  of  the  former  revenue.  One  thirtieth  upon  the 
prime  cost  is  the  arerage  duty  raised,  and  this  would  give  a  fair 
estimate  of  this  branch  of  trade. 

Shense. — The  sterile  mountainous  nature  of  this  province 
sharpens  the  intellect  of  the  inhabitants,  and  drives  them  firom 
their  homes  to  seek  somewhere  else  a  subsistence.  They  are, 
however,  notwithstanding  these  defects,  as  much  attached  to  their 
country  as  the  Swiss ;  and  never  fail  to  return  as  soon  as  they 
have  amassed  sufficiently  to  spend  their  future  days  with  ease,  or 
even  to  support  for  a  year  or  more  their  relatives  in  affluence,  after 
which  they  resume  their  toils  in  a  distant  station. 

The  principal  articles  of  exportation  are  iron,  porphyry,  jasper 
and  other  stones ;  also  musk,  for  the  deer  abounds  in  the  moun- 

tain recesses  and  dells.  The  gin  distilled  in  the  province  is  very 
famous,  and  an  article  of  considerable  exportation.  Shense  ex- 

ports some  rudely  made  agricultural  implements,  swords  and  cut- 
lery, felt,  ready-made  clothing,  and  a  few  simples.  It  also  carries 

on  a  small  trade  in  flour  and  other  provisions. 
Shantunff  by  its  internal  navigation  enjoys  very  great  advan- 

tages, from  the  circumstance  of  the  great  canal  traversing  its 
whole  breadth,  and  no  less  than  five  flourishing  cities  are  situated 
on  its  banks.  But  it  is  merely  a  transit  barter,  greatly  favoured 
by  the  Chinese  government,  because  besides  a  single  custom- 

house— Lintsing,  the  fixed  annual  receipts  of  which  are  19,000 
taels — ^it  places  no  other  obstacles  in  the  way  of  this  commerce,  which 
from  time  immemorial  has  been  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Shan- 

tung produces  a  great  variety  of  drugs,  known  only  in  the  Chinese 
pharmacopeia.  It  also  provides  the  south  with  pears  and  cale,  a 
delicious  vegetable ;  the  value  of  the  export  not  being  less  than 
one  million  taels,  as  it  is  much  sought  after.  The  principal 
manufactures  are  felt, — the  caps  worn  by  the  Chinese  in  winter 
coming  invariably  from  this  province ;  and  this  is  a  very  import- 

ant branch  of  trade,  employing  several  millions  of  capital.  The 
inhabitants  weave  also  tolerable  carpets,  and  moreover,  manufac- 

ture a  kind  of  silky  hemp-cloth,  much  worn  by  the  lower  orders, 
as  a  general  article  of  dress.  The  merchants,  however,  are  not 
natives  of  the  province;  and  the  people  therein  do  not  make  good 
sailors. 

Shense  has  iron,  copper,  and  gold  mines,  and  carries  on  its  trade 
in  those  articles,  which  are  principally  found  in  the  south.  To 
the  north,  there  are  several  extensive  fertile  plains,  where  millet 

grows  to  great  perfection,  and  forms  a  considerable  article  of  ex- 
portation to  Mongolia. 

Kansuh  has  in  its  southern  mountain-range  gold  and  mercury 

for  exportation,  and  also  musk.  Its  tobacco  is  celebrated  through-, 
out  China,  and  several  millions  worth  of  this  commodity  are  an- 

nually exported.     The  principal  trade  is  carried  on  with  Turkestan, 
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tli<mgh  foreigners  have  usurped  it.  To  prohibit  the  intercourse, 
government  levies  no  duties,  and  everybody,  as  long  as  he  remains 
within  the  confines  of  China,  is  at  full  liberty  to  pursue  whatever 
branch  of  commerce  he  may  choose,  without  any  fear  of  being 
taxed. 

ne  eastern  provinces  constituting  this  part  of  the  empire,  are 
richly  watered,  have  extensive  plains,  produce  grain  in  abundance^ 
maintain  a  large  and  thriving  population,  and  will  at  no  distant 
time,  exercise  a  paramount  influence  upon  all  Asia.  Including  in 
this  division,  Chekeang,  Keangse,  Keangsoo,  Ganhwuy,  Honan, 
Hoonan,  and  Hoopih,  we  have  an  arena  of  414,261  square  miles  ; 
cultivated  fields  paying  to  government  taxes  3,640,313  king, 
84  mow,  and  inhabitants  equal  in  number  to  all  Europe,  namely 
197,755,099 ;  and  these  not  enervated,  but  a  hale  strong  peo- 

ple. Add  to  this,  that  the  water  communication  by  rivers  and 
lakes  is  always  open,  so  that  all  parts  enjoy  the  most  unfettered 
mutual  communication  with  each  other,  the  inland  trade  must 
therefore  be  of  great  magnitude.  A  more  mature  examination  of 
the  subject,  however,  is  interesting.  There  is  a  great  and  healthy 
mass  of  human  beings,  athletic  and  industrious,  without  caste, 
religious  prejudices,  or  political  restraint  upon  its  enormous  and 
unwearied  industry,  and  yet  the  withering  influence  of  the  Confu- 

cian automaton  system,  and  a  well  arranged,  thoroughly  digested 
code  for  crushing  all  enterprize  out  of  the  beaten  track,  presents 
the  majority  of  them,  in  a  low  state  of  indigence,  and  barely 
able  to  maintain  life.  The  isolated  efforts  therefore  of  indi- 

viduals, so  capable  to  extract  from  the  soil  the  largest  possible 
quantity  of  nourishment,  is  lost  for  every  other  grand  effort  which 
requires  combined  strength,  and  some  more  elevated  views  of  future 
advantage.  A  man,  who  would  for  instance  propose  to  change 
into  pasturage  some  of  the  rice  fields  between  the  Yellow  river  and 
the  Yangtsze,  which  on  account  of  their  lowness  are  frequently 
inundated,  so  that  the  crop  rots  in  the  ground,  would  be  decried  as 
the  worst  enemy  of  the  country,  anxious  to  introduce  starvation. 
It  might  even  be  reasonably  expected,  that  the  grazing  of  cattle 
would  afford  far  greater  profits  than  a  precarious  crop.  If 
anybody  in  good  earnest  suggested,  that  the  declivity  of  the 
hills  of  Ganhwuy,  instead  of  being  drawn  up  in  terraces  and  sown 
with  some  vegetable,  or  a  very  indifferent  crop  of  rice,  should  be 
covered  with  mulberry  trees,  to  encourage  the  production  of  raw 
silk,  both  for  home  consumption  as  well  as  for  exportation,  he 
would  be  punished  as  a  traitor,  ready  to  take  the  bread  out  of  the 
mouths  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Referring  to  a  smaller  spot  better 
known  to  us  viz.  Chusan,  if  there  some  innovator  should  propose, 
that  instead  of  rearing  the  miserable  dwarf  fir  on  the  hills,  the  tea 
shrub  might  be  generally  substituted,  and  many  hands  now 
almost  starving  in  cultivating  small  fields,  turn  their  attention  to 
preparing  the  leaf;  the  simple  answer  would  be,  that  the  people 
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must  have  fael  for  cooking  their  rice^  and  that  to  curtail  them  this 
necessary  of  life,  would  be  teaching  them  to  commit  suicide.  The 
consequence  of  this  aU-perrading  principle  is,  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  trade  is  confined  to  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  that  free 
and  active  commercial  speculations,  very  soon  find  their  level, 
and  exhaust  themselves  in  paltry  efforts.  The  nation  has  still  to 
learn,  that  it  is  not  exactly  the  cultivation  of  rice  and  sweet  pota- 

toes which  ensures  the  best  prospect  of  a  maintenance,  but  rather 
such  a  crop,  whatever  be  its  name  or  nature,  which  yields  the 
largest  return. 

The  above  may  perhaps  account  for  our  magnificent  ideas  res- 
pecting the  inexhaustible  resources  of  commerce  in  a  country  Uke 

central  China,  not  being  realized.  Take  in  Europe  an  equal  arena, 
with  a  third  of  the  population,  with  trifling  advantages  of  water 
carriage^  and  still  the  inland  trade  will  on  a  fair  average  amount  to 
ten  times  the  amount,  which  we  find  in  the  most  flourishing  pro- 

vinces of  China.  We  must  not  be  led  into  error  by  the  numerous 
boats  and  junks,  many  of  which  carry  bulky  and  very  valueless 
articles ;  one  of  our  moderately  laden  ships,  would  be  an  equi- 

valent for  a  hundred  of  the  largest  vessels. 
Another  very  remarkable  circumstance  is,  that  some  agricultural 

productions  capable  to  be  reared  to  a  large  extent,  are  just  con- 
fined to  a  few  spots.  Two  instances  may  sufiice :  raw  silk,  an 

article  of  so  general  consuption,  is  up  to  the  present  moment  only 
produced  at  Hoo-choo-foo,  in  a  very  considerable  quantity. 
Again,  tea  which  grows  in  great  perfection  in  numerous  places  of 
Chekeang,  is  nevertheless  confined  to  a  few  mountains  of  Ganh  • 
wuy.  The  best  description  of  gunpowder  tea,  is  produced  on  a 
miserably  cragged  mountain  in  Taichoo.  The  same  remark  also 
applies  to  manufactures.  It  is  perhaps  almost  incredible,  that 
there  are  two  districts  only  where  the  silks  with  which  all  China 
is  provided,  are  manufactured,  and  these  are  Soochoo  and  Hoochoo. 
Nanking  furnishes  satin,  and  nothing  else;  some  district  in 
Keangse  the  porcelain;  and  another  the  grass  cloth :  and  whatever 
is  made  beyond  these,  is  of  the  most  wretched  description,  barely 
adequate  to  furnish  a  house-wife  with  the  article  for  common  wear. 
Canton  makes  in  this  instance  an  exception ;  but  it  was  not  the 
Chinaman,  but  the  foreigner,  that  called  forth  so  much  ingenuity, 
and  the  imitative  power  of  the  populace,  so  as  to  emulate  their 
countrymen.  K  this  is  once  fairly  displayed  in  other  parts,  the 
result  may  be  the  same,  and  perhaps  on  a  larger  scale,  for  there 
are  unbounded  stores  of  untouched  treasures,  which  the  minds  of 
enterprizing  foreigners  wiU  discover.  If  they  be  permitted  to 
traverse  the  country  without  let  or  hindrance,  a  few  years  will 
sufSce  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the  above  assertion. 

The  commerce  of  Chekeang,  the  northern  part  of  which   pro- 
vince is  in  the  most  civilized  condition,  has  inland  water  com-. 
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the  southern  districts  are  mountainouBy  and  possess  oio  loeaiafba^- 
tages.  The  grand  mart  of  the  inland  trade  is  HaagQhpo,  ̂ ^vy 
much  celebrated  for  its  crape  manufactares,  which  m  vividoM)  of 
colour^  and  beauty  of  texture^  are  not  exceeded  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  It  likewise  famishes  large  quantities  of  embrcMdeiy;  tko 
amount  of.  both  articles,  with  various  other  sUks,  exported  imi-» 
nually,  is  estimated  at  12,000^000  taels.  The  value  <^  raw  silk 
furnished  is  still  more  considerable.  In  Shaouking,  moreover^  is  a 
kind  of  fermented  liquor  made,  with  which  the  empire  is  supplied^ 
and  the  whole  exportation  is  not  under  6,000,000  taels  per  imnum 
in  value.  Hams  cured  at  Kimhwa,  and  in  far  greater  quantitibes 
than  even  the  Westphalian  in  Europe,  are  vended  in  the  other  pro« 
vinces;  it  also  exports  much  raw  cotton.  The  imports  arerie^foi? 
Keangsoo,  on  the  great  canal,  cotton  manufactures,  felt  from  Shan- 

tung— sugar — pulse,  &c.  The  two  custom  houses  of  Piksinkin^nn, 
and  Nansinkwan,  pay  annually  384,160  taels,  a  large  sum  coufiodei''^ 
ing  the  low  duties,  and  other  circumstances ;  which  proves  wit]b^ti»yk 
doubt,  that  the  transit  must  be  very  considerable. ,  ,  .      .    , 

Kangsoo  is  fertile,  well  watered,  has  throughout  a  vejry  eiisy 
water  communication,  and  is  rich  in  produce.  Suchan  is  the  centre 
of  the  trade,  and  the  largest  manufacturing  city  in  the  mnpire, 
if  not  also  the  most  populous ;  it  exports  more  raw  silk  than  any 
other  place,  and  may  be  said  to  provide  all  Northern  China  with  this 
article.  It  moreover  furnishes  a  great  many  small  fashionable 
articles  for  the  use  of  females,  and  is  in  this  respect  the. Paris  of 
China.  On  a  very  moderate  calculation,  the  manufactured  goods 
of  this  metropolis  and  the  environs  are  not  under  sixteen  miUiQu 
taels  per  annum.  The  satin  of  Nanking  is  valued  at  three  mil* 
lions.  In  other  parts  of  this  province  the  fjEunous  cloth  ̂ ^  nankeen^' 
is  fabricated,  which  though  having  lost  his  purchasers  in  the 
foreign  market,  still  finds  many  consumers  at  home,  for  it  is. 
durable  and  wears .  well.  The  average  amount  of  this  article, 
would  be  about  five  million  taels  worth  per  annum.  Keangsoo . 
supplies  the  southern  provinces  with  grain  in  dry  years,  and  re^ 
ceives  a  quantity  of  raw  produce,  such  as  pulse  and  flour,  iron^ 
copper,  and  tin,  in  return.  The  trade  is  always  active,  and  employs 
a  large  capital,,  at  all  the  cities  along  the  grand  canal,  but  Chin* 
keang  and  Yang-choo  are  the  greatest  traffic  mart.  This  place. 
is  remarkable  for  carrying  on  a  slave  trade  in  beautiful  women. 
The  Chinese  government  permits  parepi^ts  to  sell  their  children  in 
time  of  need,  and  winks  at  this  abuse  of  dealing  inhuman  flesh. 
Weichoo-foo  has  a  very  large  trade,  the  citizens  being  famed  for 
their  cunning  and  versatile  commercial  genius,  and  their  great 
art  in  employing  capital  to  advantage. 

The  following  custom-houses  tariff,  with  the  annual  sums  derived 
from  them,  show  the  extent  of  the  transit  trade  :-^ 



GANHWUY^   KEAXOSE^    HUNAN,   AND    tlOOPIH.  113 

Henshoo^  191^149  taels ;  Yangchoo^  55^723  taels ;  Kwaigni, 
7,661  taels;  Hwaegan,  201,960  taels;  The  Woohoo,  190,042 
taels ;  Fungyang,  79,820  taels. 

Ganhwtiy  has  one  great  staple  article  with  which  it  supplies 
China  and  the  foreign  market,  viz. — green  teas,  to  the  extent  of 
six  or  eight  million  taels  worth  annually.  It  produces,  moreover, 
the  best  varnish,  an  article  of  general  consumption  throughout 
Central  China.  Ink  is  very  much  in  request,  and  no  where  is  the 
article  made  to  equal  it  in  quality.  The  exportation  is  not  under 
under  two  millions  taels  annually.  The  province  imports  a  great 
variety  of  wrought  and  raw  goods.  There  is  no  transit  custom- 

house. The  principal  trading  town  is  the  metropolis  of  the  pro- 
vince, Gan-king-foo  on  the  Yangtzekang.  The  internal  canal  com- 

munication is  by  no  means  first-rate,  and  most  of  the  commerce 
of  this  province  is  carried  on  in  the  waters  of  that  river. 

Keangsi  has  a  very  bustling  and  gain-seeking  population.  The 
country  though  mountainous,  especially  in  the  south,  has  never- 

theless very  good  water  oommunication  by  means  of  the  Kan 
river,  which  flows  through  its  whole  length,  and  also  participates 
in  the  advantages  of  the  mighty  Yangtsze  stream.  Keangsi  has 
rich  mines  of  gold,  iron,  tin  and  lead,  the  greater  part  of  which 
are  clandestinely  worked,  as  the  government  do  not  appoint  officers 
to  superintend  them,  but  to  curb  the  propensity  of  the  inhabitants 
in  extracting  hidden  treasures.  Keangsi  abounds  in  excellent 
hemp,  its  grass  cloth  is  the  finest,  in  great  demand,  and  not  at 
all  equalled  by  the  Canton  imitation  stufis.  There  is  much 
trade  in  drags,  a  very  multifarious  article,  since  the  Chinese  phar- 

macopeia admits  of  the  utmost  variety,  and  no  nation  is  so  fond 
as  the  Chinese  to  avail  itself  of  every  herb  for  medical  purposes. 
Of  all  the  branches  of  commerce,  this  is  one  of  the  most 
flourishing,  and  the  mountains  which  produce  them  are  more 
valuable  than  if  they  contained  a  gold  mine.  The  Keangsinese  have 
successfiilly  transplanted  the  Fokeen  black  tea,  and  recently  ex- 

ported about  one  or  one  and  a-half  million  of  taels  worth  for  the 
foreign  market.  But  the  grand  staple  article  is  the  porcelain, 
made  at  Kinkinching,  which  provides  all  China  with  this  article, 
as  it  is  the  only  place  where  it  is  made  in  such  perfection ;  hence 
the  immense  exportation  of  eight  million  taels  worth,  to  all  parts. 
The  largest  emporium  is  at  Nanchang-foo,  and  next  to  it  Kew- 
keang-foo,  both  of  which  have  a  large  transit  trade.  At  Kootang 
the  duties  are  173,880  taels ;  and  at  Kanchovv  46,471.  It  is  at 
these  stations  where  most  of  the  goods  destined  for  the  south, 
for  the  north,  and  vice  versd  pass,  but  the  duties  are  very  mode- rate. 

Hunan  and  Hoopih  are  very  rich  provinces  in  themselves,  and 
carry  on  a  great  trade  in  raw  produce.  There  is  a  large  commerce 
in  coals,  with  which  the  junks  belonging  to  these  provinces  pro- 

vide all  the  country  along  the  great  canal.     Several  minerals,  such 
VOL.     II.  I 
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••  mm,  leadj  and  copper,  abound.  Both  provincea  eipovt  geaiaiu 
consideraUe  quantity,  and  also  tobacco.  The  only  manulactore 
for  foreign  consumption  is  paper,  which  is  sold  in  other  provinces 
to  great  advantage.  Though  many  junks  are  employed  in  the 
cairying  trade,  the  value  of  this  export  though  bulky  is  small, 
and  of  the  imports  in  comparison  considerable.  Both  countries 
furnish  horses  and  asses  for  exportation.  Woochang^foo  is  a  con* 
siderable  trading  town,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Honkeang  and 
Yangtsae,  and  the  inhabitants  own  a  great  many  river  craft. 
Yuk-choo*foo  is  celebrated  for  its  exportation  of  grain.  The 
mountains  furnish  a  variety  of  drugs.  All  along  the  banks  of  the 
Yangtss^,  which  forms  the  boundary  between  the  two  provinces, 
may  be  observed  a  continuation  of  junks,  of  rather  grotesque 
build,  resembling  very  much  the  Roman  galleys,  beautifully 
varnished ;  some  instead  of  being  coppered  have  a  lay^  of  small 
pieces  of  Chinaware,  like  mosaic  work  on  their  bottom. 

Hunan  is  by  excellence  an  agricultural  country,  furnishing 
grain  in  abundance,  whenever  the  Yellow  River,  as  frequently 
happens,  does  not  destroy  its  dykes.  This  is  the  grand  staple 
article  of  export  to  the  north-western  provinces,  and  to  Mongolia 
vift  the  Yettow  Riveri  its  principal  high  road  of  commerce.    It  ex- 
?>rts  rhubarb  and  musk;  but  not  one  manufactured  article. 
here  is  no  custofld-houte  to  levy  transit  duties,  so  that  it  is  im^ 

possible  to  arrive  even  at  an  approximation  of  the  existing  inter* 
na]  commerce.  The  fruits,  such  as  almonds  and  walnuts,  find  a 
market  in  other  provinces. 

iNTERN^^if    TaADB     OP    5PHB    WeSTBKN     AND     SoUTHBRN    PaO' 

YiNGEs  OP  CniNA. — ^Under  the  former  is  comprized  Szechuen  and 
Kweichoo,  the  latter  the  Switzerland  of  China,  both  contain- 

ing BOiw.  uncultivated  ground,  and  grand  mountain  scenery. 
The  popjuiation  .bo^ev^  compared  with  other  parts  of  Chiujft,  is 
scanty;  ;^^0bwn  reaving  on  166,800  square  miles,  about 
21,435,000  inhabitants;  ;and  Kweichoo,  64,654  square  miles, 
6,2^,219;  Thone  are  still  the  imsubdued  tribes,  which  maintain 
their  owi^  nil^  undisturbed  in  the  mountain  fastnesses,  and  though 
thorns  in .  the  side  of  the  Chinese  government,  they  still  set  all 
the  power  of  the  Celestial  Empire  at  defiance.  The  northern  parts 
of  Szechuen  aire  well  watered  by  the  various  tributary  streams  of 
the  Yangtszej  and  therefore  allow  the  husbandman  not  only  to 
cultivate  for  his  pwju  use,  but  also  for  exportation  to  Kokonor. 
But  the  rivers  are  mostly  very  rapid,  and  though  light  boats  can 
descend,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ascend^  so  that  after  having 
arrived  at  the  place  of  their  destination  the  boats  are  broken  up. 
The  navigation,  therefore,  on  the  Yangtsze  is  by  no  means  so 
flourishing  as  further  down,  where  the  inhabitants  possess 
greater  skill  in  managing  their  river  craft,  and  are  also  more  en- 
terprizing,  whilst  the  Szechuenzenese  rarely  for  any  length  of 
"time  leave  their  country.     They  have  no  manufactures,  and  what 
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th&y  Bidl  to  tlieir  neighbouring  wild  tribes  oomes  firom  the  western 
pmvi&oes.  The  south  abounds  in  medical  herbs,  and  amongst 
other  things  in  rhubarb^  the  best  in  all  China.  This  is  the  prin- 
dpal  branch  of  inland  trade,  which  the  country  possesses,  and  on 
the  most  moderate  calculation  it  exports  no  less  than  three  mil- 

lion taels  worth  to  other  parts  of  China.  The  musk  deer  is  like- 
vise  found  in  the  southern  mountain  ridge,  and  is  sold  in  con* 
siderable  quantities.  The  gold  of  its  mines  finds  even  its  way  to 
Canton,  and  the  northern  provinces  of  India.  Brass  is  also  made, 
but  the  copper  and  zinc  mines  are  clandestinely  worked,  though 
the  exportation  of  the  former  article  is  so  large,  as  to  provide  the 
greater  part  of  China  with  the  metal ;  hence  we  may  draw  a  con- 
dusion  as  to  the  amount.  Every  other  manufacture  for  the  use 
of  the  people  at  large  is  imported. 

Kw^eichoo  very  much  resembles  the  southern  part  of  Szechuen, 
both  in  production  above  the  ground,  as  well  as  metallic  riches. 
It  has  silver  to  pay  for  the  want  of  grain,  which  cannot  be  produced 
in  snfScient  quantity.  Its  mines  suf^ly  at  the  present  moment 
nearly  all  the  mercury  used  in  the  manufacture  of  vermillion,  and 
become  richer,  the  more  they  are  dug.  It  has  also  iron  jn  abundance. 
There  are  few  streams  and  canals  for  the  transportation  of  goods, 
and  the  irrigation  of  fields,  and  the  natives  are  still  on  a  very 
low  scale  of  civilisation  ,*  so  that  every  thing  they  eonsume  in  the 
shape  of  manufactures,  must  come  irom  abroad.  Its  iron  and 
gold  mines  possess  very  great  celebrity,  but  it  is  impossible  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  annual  produce.  There  is  very  little 

internal  trade,  because  the  roads  duritig-  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  are  almost  impassable;  and  the  inhabitants  f»re  too  fond  of 

their  homes  to  undertake  distant  journeys'.  ^ 
Pokeen  is  mountainous,  and  in  many  parts  a  very  barren  {»*o- 

vince.  It  has  very  little  inland  communication,  the  busy  scene 
of  its  enterprise  being  the  wide  ocean.  It  supplies  the  greater 

part  of  the  best  black  tea  consumed  in  China.  '    ' 
This  has  to  be  transported  over  the  high  hills,  which  form  the 

boundary  of  Che-keang,  and  thence  by  a  tedious  and  expensive 
land  carriage  to  all  China,  and  to  the  frontiers  of  Siberia.  The 
camphor  tree  is  in  perfection.  With  sugar  it  supplies  the  far  west 
and  north,  though  mostly  by  way  of  sea,  and  the  best  sugar-candy 
is  made  within  its  territory;  it  has,  likewise,  iron  in  abundance, 
tobacco  of  the  best  kind,  principally  in  demand  in  central  China, 
but  a  great  want  of  grain,  so  that  its  importation  constitutes  a 
principal  branch  of  the  trade ;  its  indigo  is  likewise  in  demand,  so 
also  its  alum.  Of  manufactures  it  has  very  few ;  the  most  con- 

siderable are  grass-cloth,  umbrellas,  and  coarse  China  ware.  These 
make  up,  especially  the  latter,  very  bulky  cargoes ;  but  it  has  to 
import  many  necessaries  of  life,  and  most  manufactures. 

A  French  mathematician,  Le  Comte,  who  ''  ran  over  all  China 
in  five  years,  from  city  to  city,"  in  1687,  says  "  that  the  provinces 

1    2 
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of  Honan,  Foo^keen,  and  Kwang-tung«  are  more  barren  than  the 
other  provinces,  though  their  mountains  are  not  wholly  useless,  as 
they  bear  all  sorts  of  trees,  suitable  for  ship-building.  The  inha- 

bitants cut  off  the  boughs,  tie  eighty  or  one  hundred  together,  and 
make  floats  (rafts),  of  them,  of  nearly  a  mile  long,  and  drag  them 
along  the  rivers  and  canals,  till  they  have  sold  them  all.  These 
timber  merchants,  build  temporary  houses  upon  these  floats,  in 
which  themselves  and  family  reside  during  the  voyage,  which  lasts 
three  or  four  months. 

Kwang-tung  has  excellent  inland  communication  by  water,  and 
possesses  both  manufactures,  as  well  as  raw  produce  for  the  home 
trade.  The  staple  article  is  sugar,  and  latterly,  also  an  inferior 
kind  of  green  tea,  which  was  transplanted  with  success  from  tlie 
northern  provinces,  and  is  principally  manufactured  for  American 
consumption.  Kwang-tung  also  produces  cassia  and  betel  nut, 
and  has  very  productive  iron  mines.  But  the  manufecturiug  in- 

dustry, principally  engendered  and  extended  by  foreign  intercourse, 
has  greatly  multiplied  the  exports  to  the  interior,  so  that  no  city 
in  the  empire  has  superior  skill  to  the  Cantonese.  There  are 
the  Canton  silks,  cotton,  and  grass-cloth  manufactures,  cheaper, 
although  not  as  durable  as  those  of  other  provinces,  and  lacquered 

ware  better  than  anywhere  else;  jewellery  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion; stone  cutting  of  various  kinds,  and  in  every  shape,  and  a 

great  variety  of  knick-knacks,  such  as  mirrors,  toilets  for  ladies,  pic- 
tures, &c.,  for  which  Canton  has  no  rival  in  China,  and  with  which 

it  provides  the  whole  empire.  The  industry,  however,  is  concen- 
trated in  the  metropolis,  and  only  a  few  cities,  such  as  Fuh-chow, 

participate  in  the  same  skill  of  working  up  rude  materials.  When 
one  takes  the  multitude  of  articles  into  consideration,  which  Can- 

ton sends  forth  to  the  other  provinces,  the  amount  cannot  be  far 
below  the  whole  of  the  foreign  trade.  Whenever  articles  are  met 
with  handsome  and  neat,  it  will  be  found  on  enquiry  that  tliey 
were  made  at  Canton.  Canton  provides  nearly  the  whole  empire 
with  glass-ware.  The  whole  duty  on  exports  and  imports,  how- 

ever, was  only  96,000  taels,  which  shows  at  once  that  the  duties 
must  be  very  moderate.  Canton  dbes  not  trade  to  one  part  of  the 
empire,  but  is  a  general  mart  for  all  the  provinces,  and  there  is  not 
a  city  of  any  commercial  importance,  which  has  not  its  merchants 
established  at  Canton,  and  sends  some  of  its  productions  to  the 
place.  However,  the  exports  exceed  by  far  the  imports,  the  latter 
being  scarcely  two-thirds  in  value,  when  compared  with  the  former. 
Canton  has  everywhere  its  agents,  and  its  corresponding  houses, 
much  capital  is  lodged  there  for  the  sake  of  a  profitable  return, 
and  a  disturbance  in  the  trade  of  this  emporium  is  felt  to  the  very 
borders  of  Siberia  and  Tibet. 

Kwanff-si  is  just  the  opposite  to  the  former.  A  great  part  of  the 
country  is  still  in  a  state  of  nature,  or  inhabited  by  aborigines. 
There  are  splendid  forests,  which  supply  the  Canton  market  with 
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ti^lie^';  l3ie  cassia  obtained  here  is  the  best  in  all  China^  and  the 
expfortation  not  under  three  to  four  million  taels  worth  per  annum. 
lir  is  also  rich  in  grain^  which  mostly  finds  its  waj  to  the  neigh- 

bouring populous  metropolis.  The  navigation  on  the  Chookeang^ 
which  disembogues  itself  at  Canton,  is  free,  and  has  no  custom- 

houses, so  that  the  most  bulky  articles  may  be  carried  with  very 
little  cost  westward.  Kwangsi,  however,  is  almost  wholly  res- 

tricted in  its  commerce  to  Kwang-tung,  having  only  very  trifling 
dealings  with  Yunnan. 

This  province  is  rich  in  metallic  stores,  produces  and  exports 
some  of  the  articles  which  are  found  in  India,  but  not  in  great 
quantity,  and  has  also  precious  stones.  With  other  districts  little 
commerce  exists,  and  the  Yuanese  buy  most  of  their  manufactures 
for  gold  and  silver  buUion,  at  the  Canton  market. 
The  trade  carried  on  by  land  between  China  and  the  regions 

aroixnd  must  be  very  great,  but  it  is  only  possible  to  give  some 
scattered  details.  The  commerce  with  Russia  will  be  described 
when  treating  of  Kiachta,  where  it  is  conducted  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  two  empires.  With  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  trade  with 
Corea,  we  are  unacquainted,  so  also  with  that  of  Mongolia  and 
Mantchooria. 

Fung-hwang,  on  the  confines  of  Mantchooria,  is  said  to  be  the 
only  place  where  the  Koreans  are  permitted  to  trade.  There  are 
two  fairs  held  annually,  with  such  restrictions  on  both  sides  as  exist 
at  Nagasaki  (Japan).  But  on  these  and  other  places,  connected  with 
the  trade  of  millions  of  people,  we  are  in  a  state  of  lamentable  and 
injurious  ignorance. 

A  considerable  trade  is  carried  on  between  Chinese  Tartary  and 
Kumaon ;  the  goods  exported  from  Almora,  over  the  Himalayas, 
into  the  Chinese  territories,  between  October,  1640,  and  May,  1844, 
amounted  in  rupees,  to  79,375.  The  largest  item  is  17,000  for 
broad  cloth;  and  for  coarse  cloth  14,000  rupees  ;  mole-skin,  4,000; 
grain,  24,000;  and  tobacco,  8,000 ;  the  remaining  items  consist  of 
various  drags,  spices,  &c. 
The  imports  from  Chinese  Tartary  during  the  above  period, 

amounted  in  rupees  to  155,700.  The  principal  articles  were, 
tincal  or  borax,  85,000  rupees;  salt,  20,000;  woollens,  3,000; 
kuldar  rupees,  15,000. 

The  imports  are  purchased  by  the  Almora  merchants,  from  the 
Booteans,  who  reside  on  this  side  of  the  Snowy  Eange,  they  are  the 
carriers  between  the  two  countries,  and  have  a  monopoly  of  the 
trade,  which  is  a  great  obstacle  to  its  extension.  It  is  said  the 
Almora  merchants  proposed  to  enter  into  a  bond  to  pay  oiir  govern- 

ment 40,000  rupees  annually,  if  they  would  abolish  the  Bootia 
monopoly,  which  is  a  self  arrogated  one,  strictly  maintained. 

The  Bootians  profess  to  be  subjects  of  China,  although  they  jfrrin- 
cipally  reside  in  the  British  territories,  and  allege  that  they  have 
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the  sanctioii  of  that  government  for  continuing  the  monopoly^  which 
is  not  improbable. 

The  goods  sold  to  the  Bootians^  are  rarely  paid  for  in  cash^  and 
bonds  are  taken,  made  payable  in  cash  and  goods^  at  the  season  of 
return  traffic.  The  Kuldar  rupees  are  the  only  cash  return  in 
India  coinage. 

It  would  be  desirable  to  make  farther  examination  relative  to 
this  trade^  and  to  ascertain  the  means  for  its  extension.  If  we  can 
establish  a  regular  commercial  intercourse  with  China^  through  the 
north-west  provinces  of  our  Indian  empire^  it  would  be  a  great  be- 

nefit to  both  countries. 
Tibet  and  China. — The  chief  trade  of  Tibet,  is  with  China. 

The  caraTan^  which  reaches  Lassa  in  October,  sets  out  for  China 
in  June,  and  employs  eight  months  on  its  route  to  Peking.  About 
600  men  travel  together.  The  principal  imports  to  Lassa,  are  coarse 
silk,  piece  goods,  canvass,  European  broad  cloth,  silver  bullion^ 
pearls,  coral,  chinaware,  and  a  large  quantity  of  tea.  The  exports 
are  coarse  woollens,  gold  bullion,  Hindostan  cotton  manufactures^ 
shells,  rhinoceros,  horns,  and  peacock  feathers.  The  Tibetans 
carry  on  a  trade  with  Assam,  in  silver  bullion,  and  rock  salt,  silks, 
rice,  and  cotton  goods.  Nepaul  serves  as  an  entrepdt ;  there  are 
upwards  of  3^,000  Nepaulese  residing  at  Lassa,  where  they  act  as 
gold  and  silver  smiths^  and  retail  dealers  in  coarse  woollen  cloth. 
More  than  130  Cashmerians  reside  at  Lassa,  who  import  shawls 
and  woollen  cloth,  and  export  bullion  and  Leas  in  great  quantities. 
In  Bootan^  the  Deb  llajah,  sends  annually  a  caravan  with  Bengal 
produce  to  Tibet.  The  importation  into  Bengal  consists  of  gold 
bullion  in  exchange  for  cotton  manufactures.  Their  coin  resem- 

bles the  sicca  rupee. 
It  is  said  that  the  Tibetans  are  adverse  to  dealing  with  Euro« 

peans ;  such  is  not  the  fact,  for  during  Major  Turner's  embassy, 
they  applied  for  leave  to  build  a  Tibetan  monastery  in  Calcutta, 
and  would  have  done  so  but  for  the  Chinese  at  Lassa,  who  put  a 
stop  to  their  intercourse  with  us.  They  have  many  articles  of 
great  commercial  value,  and  are  rich  in  various  productions ;  many 
more  would  probably  be  found  if  an  intercourse  were  well  esta^ 
blished,  and  supply  created  by  demand  and  by  the  temptation  of 
new  comforts  and  luxuries.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  were 
well  if  we  could  establish  a  consul  there,  for  trade  with  Tibet 
would  be  very  likely  to  extend  into  the  northern  provinces  of 
China.  As  it  is  a  cold  climate,  woollen  cloths  are  an  almost  indis- 
pensible  necessary ;  if  the  trade  could  be  established,  the  indepen^- 
dant  tribes  of  the  Qireat  Ehano  country,  a  bold,  hardy,  and  highly 
industrious  race  of  customers  and  merchants,  and  who  care  zie- 
thing  for  China,  would  soon  drive  the  trade  into  the  province  of 
Szehuen. 

Among  the  prodactions  are  gold,  which  is  feijnii'in  the  riVers; 
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rilyer,  ccfppet,  iron,  and  lead ;  the  lapis  lazuli^  and  the  finest  borax ; 
white  and  red  salt.  Wheat,  barley,  peas,  and  various  vegetables 
are  abundant.  The  district  of  Lassa  produces  sheep^  hogs,  horses, 
males^  asses,  buffaloes,  wild  sheep,  and  fowls  in  great  quantities. 
Much  rice  is  cultivated  in  the  environs  of  Lassa.  The  Tibetans 
manufacture  silks,  cloth,  and  camlet,  which  find  a  ready  market 
iH  India.  Any  thing  made  in  the  country  is  esteemed  simply  be- 

cause it  is  the  residence  of  the  Dalai  Lama^  and  consequently  the 
stronghold  of  the  religion  of  fiudha. 
A  large  traffic  is  conducted  with  the  Mohamedan  countries  west 

of  China.  The  country  westward  of  Tibet  is  Ladakh ;  the  rajah  of 
which^  a  Mohammedan,  has  been  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Chinese  resident  at  Lassa,  in  order  to  restrain  the  incursions  of 
his  subjects  in  Tibet.  This  country  borders  also  upon  the  Sikh 
states.  Iskardo  or  Beldestan,  is  said  to  be  eight  marches  north- 

east from  the  city  of  Cashmere.  A  high  road  leads  from  Iskardo  to 
Yarkand^  in  Chinese  Turkestan,  over  which  merchants  travel  in 
caravans.  Bokhara  and  Kokan  may  be  said  to  include  all  Turkes- 

tan (not  Chinese).  The  rulers  of  these  countries,  and  the  chief 
portion  of  their  subjects,  are  Usbecks  and  Mohammedans  of  the 
Suuite  sect.     The  connexion  of  Bokhara  with  China  is  friendly. 

The  bazars  of  Bokhara  are  supplied  with  European  merchandize 
by  the  caravans  from  Russia^  and  with  some  British  fabrics  by  the 
native  merchants  from  India.  A  considerable  trade  is  carried  on 
fix>m  Bokhara  to  Cashgar  and  Yarkand,  where  European  goods 
find  their  way  in  exchange  for  teas* 
The  natives  of  Budakshan  are  on  the  best  terms  with  the  Chi- 

nese. The  duty  charged  by  ChiAa  is  one  in  thirty  on  all  traders, 
except  the  Cashmerians,  who  pay  one  in  forty,  as  their  commerce 
is  extensive. 

A  ci^avan  from  Yarkand  to  Peking  will  occupy  better  than  four 
mo^ths  in  the  journey.  This  is  occasioned  by  the  Chinese  govern- 

ment compelling  them  to  travel  one  road,  which  is  a  great  round  : 
on  the  way  there  is  a  most  difficult  pass  which  is  guarded :  but  no 
obstructioa  whatever  is  given  to  the  Natives  going  to  Peking,  or 
remaining  there.  The  military  posts  throughout  the  journey  are 
very  numerous,  and  the  centindb  are  composed  of  Usbecks  and 
Chinese.  The  trade  in  raw  silk  and  cattle,  is  extensive :  the  goods 
taken  from  Peking  are  chiefly  tea,  and  various  manufactures. 
From  Yarkand,  Ladak  (i.e.  little  Tibet)  may  be  reached  in 

about  sixteen  daysi.  Thence  to  Cashmeer,  a  caravan  will  take 
twenty-five  days;  a  quick  rate  of  travelling  in  fourteen  days. 
Yarkaud  to  Oksn  is  about  twenty  days  journey,  the  country  be- 

iag  v^ery  woody. 
There  .is.  a.  considerable  traffic  with  Ava;  Grosier,  the  Jesuit 

missionary,  in  his  description  of  China,  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century,:  ptates  tbat.  at  Pou-eul,  a  village  in  the  province  of  Yun- 

nan, which  is  on  the  frontiers  of  Assam,  Ava,  and  Laos,  people  col- 
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le«i  from  the  adjacent  country ;  but  that  the  entrrace  is  iothidien, 
to  ibrtignors^  who  are  only  permitted  to  approach  as  fisir  as  the 
bottom  of  the  mountains,  where  an  exchange  of  commoditifiiB  takes 
place;  the  ehief  wrtiole  from  China  is  cha  (tea),  which  is  iroUed  up 

like  tobacco..  According  to  Anrians  Periplus^-this  trade  was  carried 
on  much  after  the  same  form  sixteen  hundred  years  ago  ;  tbe  peo- 

ple are  deschbod  as  men  of  short  stature,  with  large  fonefaeads 
and  flat  noses,  called  Sefatae  or  Bafadae.  These  come  every  year 
to  the  frontiers,  not  being  permitted  to  enter  the  country.  ThBy 
make  baskets  of  leayea,  which  they  sew  together  with  the  fibre*  of 
bamboo,  and  fill  them  with  the  leaves  of  a  certain  plant  (tea),  roUed 
up  into  balls,  which  are  of  three  sorts,  depending  on  the  sise  tfnd 
quality  of  the  leaves ;  and  denominated  balls  of  the  larger,  middle, 
and  smaller  size ;  these  are  carried  all  over  the  country. 

The  Siiigphos  of  Assam  are  separated  irom  the  Singphos  of  Bur- 
mah  by  the  Palkoi  Chain  of  mountains.  The  Chinese  carry  oh  a 
considerable  trade  with  these  Singphos,  and  through  the  mediuim 
of  their  country  with  Assam. 

The  Chinese  province  of  Yunnan  is  separated  from  a  navigabld 
channel  of  the  Xrrawadi  only  by  a  mountain  chain.  The  mer* 
chants,  by  a  short  journey  across  the  mountains,  arrive  at  a  pl^ee 
called  Cntmow,  on  the  bsiiks  of  that  river. 

Boats  arc  here  procurable  for  conveying  goods ;  and  drc^ping 
down  the  Irrawadi,  due  south,  in  three  or  four  days,  anchor  at 
the  mouth  of  a  river  called  Nan-yang.  They  ascend  this  river  in 
a  north-west  direction,  and  in  five  or  six  days  they  reach  Miag- 
kuug,  the  chief  d8p6t  of  the  Chinese  trade*  This  town  is  about 
twenty  days'  journey  from  Assam. 

The  following  remarks  on  the  principal  articles  of  trade,  may  be 
recorded  as  useful  for  reference  : 

Exports. — Alum  is  exported  in  large  quantities  to  India,  price 
about  one  and  a  half  dollar  per  pecul ;  the  market  is  well  supplied, 
but  it  is  ofibeii'fbund  adulterated.  The  consumption  in  China  is 
considerable  for  the  purification  of  water,  and  sizing  bamboo-paper 
for  foreign  printing.     The  Parsees  are  the  principal  exporters. 

Aniseed  stars  are  sent  chiefly  to  India ;  the  price  about  dght  and 
a  half  dollars  a  pecul.  Oil  of  aniseed  goes  to  Europe  and  the 
United  States;  the  average  export  is  about  200peculs,  at  110  dol* 
lars  per  pecuL 

ArsmiCy  obtained  by  sublimation  from  the  native  sulphurit  of 
arsenic  or  hartall,  is  sent  almost  all  to  India,  where  it  is  exten- 

sively used  as  a  medicine. 
Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware.  There  is  scarcely  a  domestic  article 

in  which  the  bamboo  is  not  a  whole  or  component  part,  from  the 
cradle  to  the  coffin.     The  export  is  large,  but  no  account  is  kept* 

Clothes  sent  to  South  America,  made  of  nankeen  and  grass-doth ; 
no  returns  of  tbe  amount. 

Cassia  is  exported  to  all  parts  of  the  world  from  China  ;  it  ia-^i^'^ 
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MtnedyiflUamti^^led.  The  Ceylon  and  Makbaroassia  is.report- 
ed;^to  ̂ ]it»0h  inferior  to  the  Chinese*  The  irood>  bark^  k»Tes, 
spd  oii,  of  liie  jcasBia  tree^  are  in  request :  the  cassia  oii  is  rated  at 
IdOt  dollars  a  pecul;  the  trade  in  the  article  is  about  230^000  dol- 

lars annually. 
ChiMa*ware  when  first  introduced  to  Europe^  brought  an  enor- 

ntoRis  pxice ;  oomparatively  Uttle  is  now  exported^  and  that  of  an 
kiferior  sort ;  a  table  set  of  276  pieces,  sells  from  twelve  to  seventy 
laeis ;  breakfeist  set,  twenty  pieces,  three  taels ;  tea  set,  100  pieces, 
thirteen  taels.    The  amount  of  export  50,000  dollars. 
^Ctdmbs  are  chiefly  shipped  to  India,  and  are  valued  at  eighteen 

dollars. a  pecid;  18,500  pounds,  were  sent  to  England  in  1830; 
but  the  Dutch  carry  on  a  large  trade,  as  the  best  are  obtained  in 
Javb.  ' 
:  iFurmture^  Mostly  shipped  to  private  orders ;  cabinet  work  is 
goadi  but  the  veneesing  is  poor,  owing  probably  to  inferior  glue. 

Curiosities.  These  include  the  various  fancy  articles  made  in 
dnuB,  viz :  sare6n8>  cups,  fans,,  vases,  laoquer^ware,  ivoiy,  and 
cmaosities  of  every  device  and  shape.  Fans  are  an  article  of  large 
esport  to  South  America;  in  1886--*^7,1 70,000  fens  were  shipped 
to  America  at  one  and  a  half  dollar  per  thousand. 

Qmnbogej  is  found  in  China  and  Siam>  and  ufsed  as  a  pigment 
and  m)edicine*  It  is  largely  exported  from  .China  and  Singapore ; 
price  ranges  about  fifty  dollars  per  pecuL 

.  Glass  beads.  Twenty  years  ago,  the  Chinese  were  hu^o  im« 
posters  of  glass,  but  they  now  export  it.  In  1886  there  were  1,845 
boxes  shipped,  at  eighteen  dollars  per  box*     > 

Glue, — The  Chinese  glue  is  inferior  to  the  Eritish;  cow<-faide 
glue  is  exported  to  India,  and  fish  ̂ «ie  made  from  the-  noses  and 
sounds  of  fish  is  used  in  cooking  as  a.  jelly. . 

Qrass-elath. — ^This  beautiful  fabric^  th^:  linen; '0£:Chinay  is  made 
from  the  fibres  of  the  sida,  and  is  universally.  Used  by  rtlie>  Chinese, 
aad  dyed  of  various  colours;  the  exports  are  chiefly  to  South  Ame« 
rica  and  India, 

Hariall  or  Orpiment, — Chiefly  exported  to  India  fc»t  the  Moham- 
medans. Six  hundred  and  twenty  pecals  sent  in  1836,  at  fourteen 

dollars  per  pecul. 
Kitty  soils  J  or  paper  parasols,  are  exported  to  India  and  the 

Straits,  in  boxes  of  100  each,  and  are  put  down  at  nine  dollars  per 
box. 

Lead,  white  and  red,  is  manufactured  by  the>  ChinesB  in  great 
^antities,  and  •chiefly  for  home  use.  Captains  of  ships  supply 
themselves  for  painting;  the  export  is  insignificant;  the  quality 
very  inferior  to  European  paint* 

Marble^Jdis.^^TIHm  article  was  prohibited  from  export,  but  sent 

to  India,  Sydney,  and  America.  The  prohibition  is  now  taken  ofi". The 'Colours  ate  red  and  blue,  and  the  slabs,  which  are  about  a  foot 



122  BXFOKTABLB   AEVICLBS    TMOU   CHIMA. 

square,  make  a  handaome  pavement  for  halls.    Ten  slabs  go  to  a 
pecnl,  and  sell  for  twenty-five  dollars  per  100. 

Mais  are  expcnrted  from  China  to  all  parts  of  the  woM ;  but 
principally  to  India,  America^  and  Austndasia.  Table  mats  are 
very  beautifol;  the  demand  has  increased  for  them,  and  conse- 

quently augmented  the  importation  of  rattans.  Thousands  of  peo« 
pie  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  mats  for  boat  sails ;  fifty 
mats  of  six  feet  by  four,  go  to  a  bundle,  or  100  catties ;  price  fif- 

teen dollars  per  bundle.  There  is  a  laige  exportation  from  Chusan, 
The  annual  exportation  to  the  United  States  is  upwards  of  10,000 
rolls  of  forty  yards  each,  at  four  dollars  a  roll. 

Mother  o* Pearl  sent  to  South  America,  and  elsewhere,  in  small 
quantities. 

Mankeeng. — So  named  ftt>m  Nanking,  where  it  was  originally 
made.  There  are  many  imitations,  but  the  Chinese  excel  in  it 
still.  The  prices  vary  from  forty-five  dollars  to  ninety  dollars 
per  hundred  pieces.  It  is  extensively  worn  by  the  natives;  the 
exportation  is  trifling. 

Pictures. — ^There  are  many  shops  in  Canton  and  Macao,  where 
oil  paintings  are  for  sale,  and  where  portraits  are  taken ;  no  duty 
has  ever  been  levied  on  them.  Bice  paper  pictures  are  largely  ex*- 
ported  to  South  America ;  the  elegant  colouring  of  them  is  well 

known.  The  paper  is  improperly  caUed  "  rice  paper,'^  as  no  rice 
is  used  in  its  manufacture,  it  is  simply  the  pith  of  a  plant  that  is 
used. 

Pearls. — False  pearls  are  made  in  China  in  immense  quantities, 
for  the  use  of  the  Chinese,  and  for  export  to  India,  where  they  are 
much  worn  as  ornaments.  They  are  packed  in  boxes  of  100,000 
in  each  box,  which  is  about  one  pecul ;  and  they  are  valued  at  fif- 

teen dollars  per  box. 

Paper. — ^The  export  of  coloured  paper  is  very  considerable  tot 
India,  as  the  climate  does  not  injure  it,  and  foreign  papw  sized 
with  glue,  does  not  so  well  stand  the  tropical  heat  and  moisture ; 
the  consumption  is  great.  With  the  exception  of  a  fine  paper, 
called  Nankin,  (which  is  made  from  cotton  wool)^  all  other  paper 
is  made  from  bamboo.  When  strong  paper  is  required,  two,  th^ee, 
or  four  sheets  are  joined  together,  for  ledgers  and  account  books. 

Preserves. — The  Chinese  candy  almost  everything  eatable,  such 
as  millet-seedsj  bamboO'-sboots,  ginger,  &c.,  which  are  hawked 
about  the  streets,  and.  exported  to  all  countries,  particularly  to 
India^  the  United  States  and  South  America.  The  total  is  abouit 
10,000  boxes,  valued  at  50,000  dctUars.  A  box  is  tweAty-five  cat- 
ties. 

Rhubarb  grows  in  China  and  Tsrtary;  the  price  varies  from 
thirty-eight  dollars  per  pecul  upwards.  About  1,500  peculs  are 
exported  at  an  average  of  fifty  dollars  per  peeul.  The  Chinese 
is  inferior  to  the  Russian  or  Turkey  rhubarb..  .      ,         •  ' 
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Silkwffanzine  or  silk  thready  is  used  in  weaving  piece  goods. 
Silk-thready  ribbons^  and  piece  goods  are  largely  exported  to  Ame- 
lica;  silk  piece  goods  are  exported  in  large  quantities  to  Mexico, 
Peru,  and  Chili. 

Sak. — The  mulberry  is  cultivated  all  over  China,  except  in  the 
most  northerly  regions.  The  best  is  called  Nankin  raw  silk,  and 
chiefly  exported  to  England.  In  1833 — ^34,  the  price  was  from 
300  dollars  to  350  dollars  per  pecul.  The  annual  exportation  was 
14,000  bales;  in  1836—37,  upwards  of  20,000  peculs,  at  500  dot- 
lara  per  pecul  j  and  since  that  period  the  exportation  has  greatly 
increased. 

Shoes. — Chinese  shoes  are  seldom  exported,  except  a  few  em- 
broidered pairs ;  little  or  no  calf  skin  is  used ;  horse,  cow,  and 

buffalo  hides  are  tanned  with  saltpetre  and  urine  :  the  leather  is 
porous  and  bad.  The  price  varies  from  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar  per 
pair.     Considerable  quantities  are  shipped  for  South  America. 

Soy, — Tins  well-known  sauce  is  made  from  the  Dolichos  bean, 
which  grows  ui  China  and  Japan ;  the  beans  are  boiled  soft  with 
wheat  or  barley  of  equal  quantities,  and  left  for  three  months  to 
ferment ;  salt  and  water  are  then  added,  when  the  liquor  is  pressed 
and  strained.  Good  soy  is  agreeable  when  a  few  years  old ;  the 
Japan  soy  is  superior  to  the  Chinese.  Large  quantities  are  ship- 

ped for  England  and  America. 
&Uver  ware  and  gold  taare. — ^The  shops  in  Canton  make  display 

of  gold  and  silver  ware  of  an  elegant  style  of  chased  workmanship. 
Sydney  and  South  America  are  the  best  markets. 

Sngar-candy,  made  by  chrystalising  raw  sugar;  the  best  comes 
from  Fookeen,  called  ''  Chinchew,^^  from  which  district,  especially 
from  the  port  of  Amoy,  ̂ e  exporfation  is  likely  to  increase ;  for- 

merly large  shipments  went  to  America,  now  the  export  is  chiefly 
to  India. 

Sugar  was  probably  first  cultivated  in  China,  where  its  proper- 
ties were  known  long  before  its  introduction  to  Europe.  The  cul- 

tivation of  sugar  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  supply  the  China  market. 
The  varieties  of  the  cane  are  numerous,  and  the  process  of  manu- 

facture simple ;  but  all  performed  by  manual  labour.  The  sugar  in 
use  with  the  Chinese  is  about  five  dollars  per  pecul.  It  is  very  ex- 

tensively consumed  in  every  part  of  China. 
Tobiicco  is  almost  wholly  exported  to  the  Eastern  Archipdago ; 

it  is  much  weaker  than  the  American;  the  quantity  sent  is  not 
large. 

Tea. — ^The  total  earportation  of  tea  by  sea  from  China,  is  upwards 
of  seventy-five  million  pounds,  viz. :  England  50,000,000  ;  United 
States  20,000,000  lbs. ;  and  all  other  countries  5,000,000  lbs. 
which,  ati  twenty  taels  per  pcjcul,  amounts  to.  11,280,000  taels  of 
sihre«  €rt  eighty  pence  the  tael,  £3,760,000.  The  present  duty  of 
two  taels  five  mace  does  not  include  shipping  and  other  charges ; 
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the  old  duty  was  five  taels^  and  included  all  charges  paid  tbe  Hdiig 
merchants. 

Turmeric. — The  root  of  an  herhaceons  plant,  less  in  use  as  dye 
than  as  a  spice  in  making  curries ;  price  from  five  to  seven  dollars 
a  pecul. 

Tortoise-shell  ware. — Made  into  various  fancy  articles ;  exporta- 
tion considerable  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Imports.  Agar-agar. — ^The  Malay  name  for  a  jelly  or  gltle, 
made  from  a  marine  fucus;  it  is  brought  from  the  Eastern 
Archipelago.  The  bamboo  lattice  work  for  lanterns  is  covered  with 
paper,  which  when  saturated  with  this  gum  is  semi-transparent. 
It  is  used  also  in  the  manufacture  of  silk  and  paper,  and  is  prefer- 

able to  flour  for  making  paste,  as  insects  avoid  it.  When  boiled 
with  sugar,  it  forms  a  sweet  jelly,  and  much  resembles  our  calves- 
foot  jelly.  Its  cheapness  and  admirable  qualities,  render  it  worthy 
of  attention  in  other  countries.  It  is  obtained  in  New  Holland, 
New  Guinea,  and  other  adjacent  islands.  It  is  found  extensively 

in  Ireland,  and  called  '*  Irish  moss/^  Prom  450  to  500  peculs  are 
imported  annually  by  the  Chinese,  at  prime  cost  of  one  and  a  half 
to  two  dollars  per  pecul. 

Amber. — ^This  fossil  is  found  on  the  shores  of  the  Indian  Archipe- 
lago, and  in  small  quantities  on  the  coast  of  China;  the  greatest  por- 

tion ot  amber  comes  from  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa ;  its  value  for- 
merly was  very  great  as  an  incense,  and  for  ornaments.  Transparent 

yellow  pieces  are  the  best ;  the  price  is  from  eight  to  fourteen  dol- 
lars per  catty,  according  to  size  and  quality. 

Ambergris. — Is  a  substance  found  in  the  intestines  of  the  sper- 
maceti whale ;  862  ounces  have  been  found  in  a  single  whale.  A 

great  portion  of  it  is  picked  up  after  strong  winds  on  the  shores  of 
the  Indian  and  Pacific  Ocean.  The  best  kind  is  solid,  opaque,  ash- 
coloured,  fatty,  inflammable,  resembling  wax,  and  gives  off  an  agree- 

able odour  when  heated.  It  has  no  taste  or  smell  when  cold.  The 
pure  white  is  bad. 

Arrack.-^k.  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from  different  substances 
in  different  countries;  in  Ceylon  it  is  made  from  the  juice  of  the 
cocoa-nut ;  iti  Java  from  rice  chiefly.  The  rice  is  first  boiled,  and 
when  cool,  a  quantity  of  yeast  is  added,  and  the  whole  pressed  into 
baskets,  and  placed  over  tubs  for  eight  days ;  during  this  time  the 
liquor  flows  from  the  rice,  which  is  then  distilled,  mixed  with  sixty- 
two  parts  of  molasses,  and  three  parts  of  toddy,  and  then  lefl; 
to  ferment  for  a  week ;  when  the  fermentation  is  over,  the  arrack 
is  distilled  two  oi*  three  times,  according  to  the  strength  required. 
Java  arrack  is  sold  at  forty  cents  a  gallon,  and  some  for  thirty  cents. 

AssafoBtida  is  the  concrete  juice  of  the  ferula  assafoetida  tree, 
which  grows  in  Persia ;  it  is  brought  to  this  market  from  Bombay, 
and  ranks  high  in  the  Materia  Medica  of  the  Chinese  physician. 
The  vessels  employed  to  carry  it  are  so  imbued  with  the  odour, 
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tb^t  tfioj  spoil  most  other  goods :  it  is  an  unimportant  article  of 
trade. 

Bees-wax  has  been  introduced  by  foreigners  Arom  India  and 
Europe,  though  the  Chinese  collect  it  largely  themselves.  The 
islands  of  Timor  and  Timorlaut  send  20,000  peculs  annually  to 
China  and  India,  at  a  prime  cost  of  five  dollars  per  pecul ;  the 
consumption  is  small  in  the  eastern  parts  of  China ;  wax  is  only 
employed  to  incase  the  tallow,  which  from  the  heat  of  the  climate 
in  the  southern  districts  never  becomes  hard. 

Betel-nut. — Is  a  large  article  of  import ;  25,000  peculs  is  the 
amount  returned,  but  there  is  an  immense  quantity  imported  in 
Chinese  junks  from  Hainan,  of  which  we  have  no  account.  The 
leaf  of  the  betel  pepper,  and  the  nut  of  the  arica  palm,  (Arica-cate- 
chu),  together  constitute  this  article,  which  is  improperly  called 
betel-nut. 

It  is  need  as  a  masticatory  throughout  the  east,  but  as  an  article 
of  commerce,  the  nut  is  sold  separately,  under  the  name  betel-nut, 
because  it  is  always  used  with  the  leaf  of  the  betel  pepper.  The 
areca-nut  resembles  the  nutmeg  in  shape  and  colour,  but  is  larger 
and  harder.  The  produce  of  a  single  tree  is  about  fourteen  pounds, 
and  the  cultivators  sell  it  at  half  a  dollar  a  pecul.  The  betel  pep- 

per is  the  vine  from  which  the  leaf  is  obtained,  and  for  M'liich  alone 
it  is  cultivated.  The  flavour  is  peculiar,  between  a  herbaceous  and 
an  aromatic  taste  :  it  is  cultivated  throughout  the  south  of  China. 
When  prepared  for  use,  the  nut  is  cut  into  slices  and  wrapped 
in  the  fresh  leaves,  together  with  a  quantity  of  quick -lime,  to  give 
it  a  flavour.  All  classes,  male  and  female,  chew  it ;  they  say  it 
sweetens  the  breath,  strengthens  the  stomach,  and  preserves  the 
teeth,  to  which  it  gives  a  reddish  hue  :  there  is  probably  less  objec- 

tion to  its  use  than  tobacco,  and  its  taste  is  more  pleasant. 
Most  of  the  betel-nut  imported  in  China,  comes  from  Java,  Sin- 

gapore, and  Penang.  Betel-nut  is  not  so  generally  used  in  the 
south  of  China  as  among  the  southern  islanders,  and  jin  the  north 
of  China  it  is  a  luxury,  as  the  pepper  does  not  grow  freely  there. 

Beche-de-Mer, — ^A  sea  slug,  which  forms  an  important  article  of 
commerce  between  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Archipelago  and 
China.  It  is  found  on  all  the  islands  from  New  Holland  to  Suma- 

tra :  its  common  length  is  about  ten  inches.  It  is  smoked  and 
dried.  The  Chinese  use  it  by  itself,  or  as  ingredient  in  other 
dishes ;  they  consume  large  quantities  under  the  belief  that  it  is 
aphrodisiac.  The  varieties  are  divided  into  thirty  in  number,  and 
vary  in  price  from  eighty  dollars  down  to  one  and  a  half  dollars 
per  pecul.  That  from  Macassar  sells  at  sixty-four  dollars  per 
pecul. 

Birds' -nests. — Are  principally  brought  from  Java  and  Sumatra, 
and  are  usually  divided  into  seven  classes  or  qualities,  of  which 
four  are  clea^  and  three  unclean.  The  nest  is  made  by  a  small 
bird  (Hirundo  esculenta),  and  is  like  isinglass,  of  a  white  colour 
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mdiuing  to  red.  The  weightof  the  nest  ia  about  half  &u  ouoce, md 
in  size  it  is  lai^er  than  a  goose  egg ;  when  diy,  white,  and  clean,  it  is 
most  valuable ;  the  quality  variea  according  to  situation  and  time 
of  taking ;  if  procured  before  the  birds  are  fiedged  m:  widi  eggs, 
they  ore  then  clean  and  more  valuable :  if  the  birds  have  left  them, 
they  arc  valueless,  being  dirty  and  streaked  with  blood  and  feathers. 

The  nests  are  procurable  twice  a  yeai-;  the  best  are  found  in  deep, 
damp  caves,  which  gave  the  idea  that  they  are  composed  of  the 
spawn  of  fish  or  of  beche-de-mer.  The  quality  of  birds-nesta  de- 

pends on  the  proportion  of  which  the  wMte,  gelatinous  substance 
bears  to  the  red  fleahy  part ;  feathers  and  other  extraneous  matter 
are  mixed  up  with  the  testure.  Best  kind  from  Cochin  China, 

and  called  the  "highest  snow-white  swallow's  nest;"  wholesale 
price  fifty  dollars  per  catty;  retail  price  sixty-six  doUara  per  catty. 

The  inner  part  of  the  swallow's  nest  is  a  beautiful  net-work,  and  la 
aaid  to  be  spun  from  the  body  of  the  bird,  as  that  of  the  caterpillar, 
spider,  &e.  The  entrance  into  the  principal  orgau  of  digestion  is 
furnished  with  a  ring  of  peculiar  vessels,  which  secrete  the  mate- 
rial  of  which  the  nest  ia  formed. 

The  method  of  procuring  this  extraordinm'y  article  of  commerce, 
is  solely  confined  to  those  accustomed  from  their  youth  to  the 
trade,  the  neat  being  only  approachable  by  descent  many  hundred 
feet  perpendicular  by  bamboo  ladders  over  a  surging  sea;  the  ex- 

travagant prices  given  for  the  nest  induces  many  to  peril  their 
lives  for  its  obtainment.  The  Chinese  are  the  only  people  that 
use  them.  The  best,  or  white  kind,  bring  nearly  thrice  their  weight 
in  silver ;  the  second  quality  1,200  dollars,  and  the  third  or  dirty 
kind  about  200  dollars.  The  principal  part  of  the  best  kind  is  sent 
to  Peking  for  the  court  use.  The  Japanese  make  no  use  of  them. 
In  preparing  them  for  use,  great  labour  is  bestowed  to  remove 
every  stick  or  feather :  they  are  then  stewed  into  a  jelly.  The  sale 
of  birds' -nests  is  a  monopoly  with  all  the  governments  in  whose 
dominions  they  are  found;  it  is  estimated  that  about  244,000 
pounds,  at  a  value  of  1,263,670  dollars,  are  annually  sent  from  the 
Eastern  Archipelago  to  China.  Java  alone  sends  27,000  pounds, 
valued  at  60,000  dollars. 

Camphor. — The  camphor  brought  to  China  is  from  Sumatra  and 
Borneo.  In  Sumatra  the  best  is  obtained  in  a  district  called  Barus, 
and  all  good  camphor  bears  that  name.  It  appears  that  the  tree 
""  — '  ""iwn  to  obtain  the  gum,  and  that  in  not  one-tenth  of  the 

it  found :  as  they  are  not  cultivated.     Barus  camphor  is 
scarce  :  the  tree  must  be  destroyed  before  it  is  ascertained 
it  is  productive  or  not.  About  800  peculs  are  annually 
to  China;  the  proportion  between  Malay  and  Chinese 
is  as  eighteen  to  one ;  the  former  is  more  fragrant,  and 

ungent  as  the  latter. 
'  are  the  flower  of  a  large  tree,  which  grows  in  the  Molucca 
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Iskndi^  «t  P^nang  and  Singapore^  and  to  some  extent  at  Sumatra. 
There  are  four  Tarieties  of  cloves ;  tbe  best^  large  and  heavy,  have 
an  acid  taste^  and  oily  feel.  The  clove  trade  is  chiefly  in  the  hands 
of  the  Dat<^.  The  Molucca  cloves^  in  the  Canton  market,  bring  from 
twenty  dollars  to  thirty  dollars  per  pecul ;  Malay  between  twelve 
dollars  and  fifteen  dollars.  The  annual  importation  is  more  than 
400  pecnls.  Mother  cloves,  and  an  inferior  description,  price  from 
ten  dollars  to  twelve  dollars  per  pecul;  the  average  production  of 
a  tree  is  about  ten  pounds  :  the  Chinese  use  them  sparingly. 

Clocks, — Under  this  article,  clocks,  watches,  hard-ware,  and 
fancy  cutlery  are  imported,  to  the  extent  of  130,000  dollars,  of 
which  one-half  may  be  calculated  as  of  British  make ;  the  other 
half,  French  and  Swiss  manufacture.  Twenty  years  ago,  half  a 
millaon  dollars  of  these  goods  were  imported.  The  Chinese  now 
make  clocks  for  their  own  use. 

Catwass. — ^This  article  is  confined  to  the  foreign  shipping,  but 
matting  not  being  so  flexible,  it  is  sometime^used  for  junks.  I  have 
seen  canvass  sails  in  some  of  the  Chinese  vessels  of  war.  If  a  good 
and  cheap  sail  cloth  could  be  exported,  there  ought  to  be  a  large 
demand  in  China. 

CoehineaL — About  300  peculs  of  this  article  are  imported  at  100 
dollars  per  pecul.  Attempts  have  been  made  without  success  to 
raise  it  in  Java,  Spain,  and  India.  The  climate  of  Japan  and 
China  b^ng  similar  to  Mexico,  it  is  likely  to  be  introduced,  as  it  is 
an  indispensable  article  for  dying  silks,  of  scarlet  and  crimson 
colours.  The  Americans  bring  it  in  a  purer  state  than  what 
comes  direct  from  Mexico  by  Manilla. 

Coral  is  brought  from  all  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Archipelago 
in  native  vessels,  and  is  wrought  into  ornaments ;  it  was  formerly 

a  large  article  of  import,  and  came  in  the  East  India  Company's 
vessels  from  the  Mediterranean  ;  it  sells  from  forty  dollars  to  sixty 
dollars  a  pecul. 

Cotton. — The  importation  from  India  has  been  considerable. 
There  were  delivered  in  1843,  818,600  peculs,  of  which  578,775 

were  Bombay;  89,200  Bengal;  141,860  Madras;  and  8,832  Ame- 
rican. The  average  of  all  kinds  is  about  750,000  peculs  at  nine 

and  a-half  dollars  per  pecul,  giving  a  total  of  7,125,000  dollars. 
The  Bombay  and  Madras  cotton  has  slightly  increased,  the  Bengal 
decreased,  and  the  American  is  increasing. 

Cotton  manufactures. — The  British  white  long  cloths  still  com- 
mand the  market ;  eight  years  ago  the  price  was  five  dollars  per 

piece,  and  now  two  to  three  dollars.  The  grey  long  cloths  are 
chiefly  British.  Shipments  are  now  from  the  United  States.  In 
domestics  we  cannot  compete  with  the  Americans;  the  following 
statement  will  give  some  idea  of  the  imports  in  1844: — 

Wliite  long  cloths  438,647  piecess  amounting  in  value  to 
1,623,192  dollars ;  grey  long  cloth  671,249  pieces,  amounting  in 
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value  to  2>109^640  dollars;  grey  sheeting  and  diilliiig  500^000 
pieces  at  2-25  dollars  amounting  to  1,125^000  dollars.  1  have  sa^ 
Russian  cottons  at  Canton. 

Cambricks, — In  this  article  trials  have  been  made :  chintzes  were 
formerly  smuggled^  but  now  enter  at  two  mace  per  piece.  Swiss 
and  French  are  preferred  to  English.  Ooods  should  be  selected 
that  are  covered  with  large  flowers  and  leaves^  on  a  green  ground ; 
but  no  formal  figures  nor  Chinese  representations  wUl  sell. 

Cotton  yam  and  cotton  thread. — ^This  article  is  nearly  all 
English  and  is  much  in  favour.  In  1843-44 — 1,500  bales  were  iin- 
ported,  the  total  importation  is  40,000  peculs,  at  an  average  vahie  of 
twenty-five  dollars  per  pecul.  Nos.  eighteen  to  thirty-two  are  the 
most  saleable.  On  its  first  introduction  great  complaints  were 
made  by  the  native  spinners  of  their  distress  in  consequence  of  its 
introduction :  water  and  mule  yarn  are  both  used. 

CtUch,  or  Terra  Japanica. — ^This  article  was  supposed  to  be  aa 
earth,  and  obtained  fram  the  natives  of  Japan ;  but  it  is  now  asp^r* 
tained  to  be  a  gummy  resin  which  is  extracted  from  a  tree  growmg 
in  Persia;  it  is  imported  from  Bombay  and  Bengal,  and  used  for 
dying  red.     Valued  at  four  dollars  to  five  dollars  per  pecul. 

Elephants'  teeth. — ^The  exquisite  workmanship  of  the  Chii^ese 
in  carved  work,  will  always  keep  this  article  in  ready  demand : 
from  three  pounds  of  ivory  the  Chinese  will  make  a  tray  that 
will  sell  for  100  dollars.  The  ivory  imported  is  re-exported  in 
carved  work,  such  as  miniature  boats,  chessmen,  fans,  and  boxes, 
which  as  specimens  of  carving  are  unequalled  in  the  world.  China 
is  principally  supplied  from  Siam ;  the  largest  teeth  are  valued-  at 
120  dollars  per  pecul ;  the  usual  range  is  from  fifty  dollars  to 
eighty  dollars  per  pecul. 

fish  maws  are  the  stomachs  of  fishes,  and  are  a  great  luxtiry 
to  the  Chinese ;  they  are  chiefly  brought  in  junks  jBrom  the 
Indian  islands.  Supposed  to  have  strengthening  and  aphrodisiac 
properties. 

Flints,  uncut,  are  imported  as  ballast  at  fifty  cents  per  pecul ; 
they  are  used  in  tinder  boxes  and  in  glass  manufactories. 

Glass  and  glass-ware. — Forty  years  ago  broken  glass-ware  was 
an  important  item  in  the  trade,  but  the  Chinese  are  making  their 
own  glass,  and  improving  rapidly.  In  Canton  alone  there  are  a 
great  number  of  small  establishments ;  it  is  only  elegant  chrystal 
ware  that  is  saleable  at  Canton.  10,000  dollars  is  the  nearest 
estimate  can  be  given  of  the  annual  importation.  Window-glas^ 
ought  to  sell  well  in  the  northern  ports. 

Ginseng. — The  root  of  a  tree,  as  an  article  of  trade  is  confined 
to  the  Americans.  The  paternal  estate  of  the  Emperor  in  Tar- 
tary  furnishes  a  supply  to  the  market,  which  he  allows  his  subjects 
to  buy  at  its  weight  in  gold ;  the  Co-hong  were  compelled  to  pi^' 
chase  annually  140,000  dollars  worth,  and  for  that  sum  were 
presented  with  a  few  catties :   the  Chmese  esteem  it  a  cure  f^ 



IV, 

HMtS,   USTAtS^    StC.    IMTOAtED.  I2d 

tf^att?  ̂ '^l«4:i-48,  the  qtwntity  imported  was  8^000  pecuU, ittfl'^tli^c^  price  forty-eight  doHars  per  pecnl.  It  ift  an  uncertain 
fluctuafcing  trade.    When  fimt  introduced  from  America  the  profit 

'^96ld  iseHd$ih>iBf  iknsad:  large  quantities  are  brought  in  from 
fe^Md  and  Holland;  the  Dutch  is  the  best  in  embroidering 
d#eMe#,^fips  and  shoes ;  it  is  in  constant  demand. 

Benzoin  fir  B&ffiman,  the  concrete  juice  of  a  small  tree  irhich 
^ws  &fi  Borneo ;  but  unlike  the  camphor  tree  it  is  cultivated. 
Uh6  different  varieties  bear  a  high  proportion  to  their  goodness^ 
the 'finest  quality  from  fifty  doUars  to  100  dollars  per  pecul;  it 
is  iJie  frankincense  of  the  East^  and  has  been  used  for  incense  in 
ti^^iUnfAB^  Gatholicj  the  Hindoo,  Mohammedan,  and  Budhistic 
teite^le^,  find  jprobably  in  the  IsraeUtish  worship.  Wealthy  Chinese 
fumigate  their  houses  with  its  grateful  odour.  The  Farsees  are 
llM  o^y  fbireigners  who  import  benzoin ;  the  price  has  declined 
<rf  M^  yea^s. 

0^^ai;um.^^A  gum  resin  which  grows  in  Arabia  and  India,  and 
is  ikk  similar  use  as  benzoin  as  a  perfume,  but  in  more  general  use 
from  its  eheapness :  the  price  is  three  dollars ;  the  best  is  as  high 
as  ten  dollars  per  pecul. 

Prsff^ng^  a&od  is  the  juice  of  the  calamus  rolang  or  rattan,  and 
g^i^s  Wfld  in  Borneo :  its  uses  are  various  in  medicine,  varnishes, 
and  painting ;  the  Chineiae  esteem  the  guta  highly :  the  price  after 
purifying  it,  is  abotit  eighty  dollars  or  ninety  dollars  per  pecul. 
Ehma  and  Bonei,  chiefly  from  the  neighboiirhood  of  the  Persian 

gulf.  Biiffidoes^  horns  are  wcnrked  into  lanterns  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful kind ;  also  into  buttons  and  boxes  of  an  elisgant  finish ;  500 

peenls  have  been  imported  into  Canton  in  one  year. 
WUffnoceMf^  horns. — The  best  come  from  Cbchin-China,  and 

sometinieef  sell  for  800  dollars  a  piece:  the  worst  come  from 
Imi^j  iflAA  are  sold  for  tiiirty  dollars  a  piece.  The  Chinese  work 
the  finest  into  elegant  cups  and  other  articles;  but  its  chief  use  is 
in  medicine :  it  is  also  an  article  of  commeree  between  China  and 
Japan. 

JDimn  is  almost  entirely  purchased  by  the  foreign  community : 
He'  Chinese  wear  no  under  garments,  strktly  speaking,  and  their 
own  linen  cloth  is  cheaper  than  ours. 

iHWafe.— *The  consumption  of  metals  from  foreign  countries  de- 
pead»  on  the  price  j  if  high,  the  Chinese  use  their  own.  There 
afeia  China  mines  of  leadytin,  qnidksilver,  calamine,  &c. 

Copper  is  found  in  Bomeb,  Japan,  Sumatra,  and  Timor.  The 
copper  fenond  in  Ji^an  cotittdns  gold  in  alloy  :  it  is  brought  to 
matrket  in  bafs^  six  inehes  long,  weighing  four  or  five  pounds :  it  is 
the  most  valuable  found  in  Asia.  Tlie  Dutch  and  Chinese  export 
from  Japan  mo¥e  than  8,000  tons  annually.  There  is  an  alloy 
iottad  in  Chiiia  ctiSled  White  copper ;  it  has  superseded  English 
eOjpp^  flrom    the  bright  silver-like  appearance  wten  polished. 

VOL.    II.  K 
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Diath  coveM>  plates,    candleBticks,  and  variona  pmswca|tal  ̂ 4 

domestic  articles  are  made  of  this  ''white  copper/' 
Iron  is  BO.  article  of  importance  in  China,  where  it  cam  be  im* 

ported  at  a  low  figure.  It  is  seldom  brought  in  pigs ;  bar4raiEk 
from  one  to  three  inches  wide,  rod  of  half  inch  and  leas :  bar  ia 
1-80  dollars  to  two  dollars  per  pecul;  and  rod  three  dollars  to 
3-50  dolburs ;  and  scrap  about  2-50  dollars  per  pecid.  When  the 
price  in  England  rises  above  this,  the  Chinese  fall  back. on 
their  own  mines,  which  are  numeroua:  the  ayesiage  import  iA 
about  23,000  peculs. 

Lead. — ^The  market  price  for  pig  and  sheet  lead  is  from  four 
dollars  to  five  dollars  per  pecul ;  China  is  supplied  from  England 
and  America :  the  English  had  all  the  trade  at  one  time»  but  the 
Missouri  mines  furnish  it  so  much  cheaper  that  English  lead  is 
completely  excluded.  About  40,000  peculs  is  the  amount  im* 
ported.  There  is  a  great  consumption  in  lining  tea  chests,  and 
camphor  boxes.  The  Chinese  melt  it  into  sheets  in  an  ingenious 
manner.  The  latest  return  shows  120,000  dollars  which  may  all 
be  considered  as  American. 

SpeUer.-^^Tln^  was  formerly  monopolised,  so  that  no  foreigners 
could  buy  or  sell  it. 

Tin. — This  metal  is  found  pure  and  abundant  in  the  island  of 
Banca,  price  about  fifteen  dollars  to  seyenteen  dollars  per  peeul ; 
the  whole  importation  does  not  exceed  5,000  peculs.  Tin  plateg 
are  brought  from  England  and  the  United  States,  and  sell  for 
ten  dollars  per  box  of  112  pounds,  containing  from  80  to  120  plates. 
The  most  current  article  is  marked  J*  C,  and  each  112  pound  box 
contains  225  sheets. 

Qmcksiher, -r^Thin, {ormexly  %mount^A  to  3,000  peculs^  but^ the 
rise  in  tibe  po^e  q(  it  in  Europe  led  the  Chinese  to  work  tiieir  owx^ 
mioies.  A  garoat  part. is  converted  into  vermillion  by  oxydizotioaai^ 
and  used  fon  >paintiiig  on  porcelain ;  the  price  ranges  from  80 
dollars  1x><I30idoibfl^  a  pecttl* 

>S>/tfe/^^^Swedi8h  axid  English  steel  was  a  large  article  of  com^. 
meroe,  but  has  declined ;  the  Chinese  are  not  skilled  in  working 

it, 'and  th6ir  attempts  at  cutlery  are  very  imperfect:  theyesti^ 
xnat^  steed  merely  as  iron  of  a  good  quality,  and  are  unwilQng  to 
^re  a  good  price  for  the  metal. 

Rffttom  are  made  up  in  bundles  of  100,  and  sold  as  low  as  ̂  
eeiits  a  bundle  by  the  natives  in  Borneo>  where  the  principajl 
quantity  is  obtoined ;  they  are  imported  to  the  extent  of  20,000 
peculs  annually  in  foD^gn  bottoms,  besides  an  immense  quantity 
in  native  vessels.  The  Chinese  use  them  for  mats,  chairs,  baskets^ 
and  beds ;  and  they  build  houses  or  sheds  in  the  south  of  Chiiia 
of  them  for  five  dollars  each  house. 

Rice. — This  is  the  only  artide  the  Chinese  ever  offer  a  bounty 
for ;  the  price  fluctuates  according  to  the  seasons  from  one  and 
three  quarter  dollars  to  eight  doUars  per  pecxd«     Siam  and  tb^ 
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^SaM' liMSDid^^  paxtioularly  Bali  and  Lombockj  supply  bu^  qiuin« tities. 

Salfpetre  was  prohibited^  and  none  could  be  entered  through 
Hie  custom-house.  The  Chinese  had  an  idea  foreigneitt  imported 
it  f 6  make  gunpowder.  It  comes  from  Sumatra  by  Singapore^ 
and  it  used  to  sell  for  thirty  dollars  per  pecul. 

Sharks'  fins. — ^These  are  sought  for  in  every  direction  for  the 
market;  the  Chinese  esteem  them  highly  as  a  stimulant^  and 
tonic;  about  500  pieces  are  in  a  pecul^  and  sell  for  six  dollars  to 
eight  dollars  a  pecul.  The  very  best  sells  for  125  dollars  a  pecul; 
t^e  diflference  is  owing  to  the  age  and  species  of  the  shark. 

'  Soap. — ^This  article  so  essential  to  cleanliness^  is  increasing  in 
consumption :  the  Chinese  make  none :  some  is  brought  from 
Bengal  of  a  coarse  gritty  substance. 

Sea-horse?  teeth. — Imported  through  Macao^  and  brought  from 
Csfifomia^  and  Western  America ;  used  in  the  same  manner  as 
ivory  and  in  good  demand^  as  are  also  the  teeth  and  tusks  of  the 
walriis.  ^ 

Wine,  beer,  and  spirits. — ^With  the  exception  of  a  little  cherry- 
brandy  and  what  is  consumed  by  the  officials^  all  attempts  to  in- 

troduce these  liquors  have  as  yet  failed.  A  tree  intercourse  with 
China  would  prbbably  promote  the  consumption. 

Woods ^  ebony  and  sandal. — Of  ebony^  Mauritius'  is  tfaebest^  and 
tells^  for  three  dollars  a  pecul ;  Ceylon'  two  doUsrs ;  and  Manilla 
one  a-half  dollars.  The  Chinese  forests  supply  them  with  a  large 
quantity  of  beautiful  woods.  The  Portuguese  bring  seven  dif- 
fereitt  kinds  of  sandal^wood  principally  from  the  island  of  Timor ; 
price  from  two  doUars  to  fourteen  dollars  per  pecul. 

Wbollen  goods. — The  Dutch  blankets  are  preferred  to  English^ 
si!nd  s^ll  as  high  as  twelve  dollars  a  pair;  a  large  quantity  of  Saxon 
aibd  Belgium  ladies^cloth^  imitation  of  English,  sold  m^ock  cheaper, 
wlii6h  is  the  inducement  with  the  Chinese  to  buy,  in  everything. 
Longells  (scarlet)  is  the  prevailing  colour^  and  may  be  quoted  eight 
ddO^  to  nine  dollars  a  piece.  Dutch  camlets  sell  for  double  the 
price  of  English  :  they  were  formerly  all  smuggled ;  broad  cloth 
^ii^ttiisb  stripes  80,000  pieces,  600,000  yairds,  at  one  and  a  quarter 
doHai-  per  yard  750,000  dollars ;  longells,  50,000  pieces  ̂   7-60 
per  piece  375,000  dollars ;  English  camlets  10,000  pieces  at  twenty«> 

firo^'dollars  ̂ r  piec^  220,000  doUai^ ;  Dutch  camlets  1,000  pieces 
M  ISiirty  dollars  per  piece  30,000  dollars.  The  woollen  trade  has 
not  increased,  and  the  Russian  barter  trade  has  driven  the 
En^lisli  out;  Belgian  and  Saxon  cloths  are  interfering  with  us, 
Rich  Chinese  wea^  silks  wadded  wit^  cotton  which  look  better 

and'wear  lowger.^ 
Coasting  trade  op  China. — The  Chinese,  as  showit  at  page 

19*,'  ̂ f«  pit)bab!J^  the  first  who  invented  the  compass,  and  were 
niiv^atbrs  6f  the  sea  at  a  very  early  period.  This  is  however  the 
6iily  ftsbpJbVftnent  6f  which  tb^y  can  boast;  quadrants,  sextants, k2 
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and  chroDometcrii  are  entirely  unknown  to  their  nMunnem.  What 
they  did  a  thousand  years  ago,  they  do  now^  creeping  along  the 

ooast^  if  possible  in  sight  of  land,  thereby  obtaining  a  y&cj  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  the  landmarks,  and  becoming  versed  in  cur- 

rents, tides,  and  the  shifting  of  winds.  But  a  Chinese  sailor  is 
hopelessly  lost  in  the  high  seas,  and  celebrates  the  day  on  which 
he  again  beholds  the  land,  with  the  fervour  of  a  discoverer.  This 
may  in  part  account  for  the  otherwise  inexplicable  circumstance^ 
that  a  nation  so  devoted  to  the  sea  and  having  so  many  excellent 
sailors,  has  not  latterly  ventured  beyond  the  nearest  port  in  Japan^ 
and  the  west  coast  of  Formosa,  and  even  carry  on  no  trade  with  the 
Koreans.  And  yet  they  are  not  people  that  fear  a  heavy  sea,  but 
have  served  on  board  of  our  ships  and  men-of-war  with  tar  greater 
credit  than  Lascars. 

The  government  has  not  latterly  been  favourable  to  marine 
trade,  because  those  engaged  in  it  were  beyond  its  immediate 
control,  and  in  many  instances  braved  the  whole  force  of  the 
Celestial  Empire.  ^ 

There  are  only  two  provinces  extensively  engaged  in  maritime 
commerce,  whilst  the  sailors  of  the  other  parts  confine  themselves 
to  short  voyages,  and  never  go  beyond  the  beaten  track.  These 
are  Kwangtung  and  Fookeen,  the  great  carriers  of  every  kind  of 
produce  by  sea. 

Commencing  with  the  south,  the  island  of  Haenan  has  a  great 
variety  of  articles  for  the  northern  market.  Its  sugar,  areca  nuts, 
rose  and  eagle  woods,  are  taken  in  Chaou-choo  junks  to  Shang- 

hai and  Teentsin,  and  give  invariably  a  profitable  return.  The 
exportation  of  the  former  is  not  under  600,000  peculs  per  annum. 
The  natives  do  not  engage  in  these  distant  voyages,  but  prefer  a 
trip  to  the  southern  ports  of  the  Asiatic  continent  in  search  of 
grain,  of  which  on  accomit  of  their  arid  plains  they  stand  very 
much  in  want.  Between  Haenan  and  Canton,  there  is  a  mere 
coasting  trade  in  small  craft,  not  extending  beyond  the  metro- 

polis. The  boats  bring  thither  their  surplus  produce,  some  of 
which  is  the  same  as  that  imported  from  the  Indian  Archipelago ; 
but  the  staples  are  sugar  and  cotton,  which  are  mostly  re-exported 
from  Canton  to  other  provinces. 

Canton  itself  has  a  very  flourishing  marine  trade  to  Teentsin 
and  Shanghai.  All  its  manufactures,  its  abundance  of  sugar,  its 
accumulated  stores  of  cotton,  indigo,  cassia,  aniseed,  and  a 
variety  of  smaller  articles,  fill  hundr^s  of  junks  bound  for  the 
north;  and  its  exports  are  not  below  eight  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum.  In  return  for  these  articles,  the  junks  bring  back 
considerable  sums  of  bullion,  dfugs  from  Shantung,  and  Leou- 
tung,  felt,  fruits, — such  as  dates,  pears,  and  grapes;  and  mutton. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  profitable  branches  of  commerce  which  the 
city  possesses. 

From  Canton  to  Chaou-choo  on  the  eastern  extremity^  the 
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iiAfi^es  «ife  tM  at  all  in  the  habit  of  going  beyond  the  coast  of 
thi»  flrovinoe.  There  is  at  Tanshwny  not  far  firom  Hong  Kong^  a 
▼erf  htrge  earportation  of  salt,  greatly  to  the  detriment  oi  the 
gabelle^  since  it  is  smuggled  into  the  interior.  To  e^ery  settle- 

ment 10^000  peculs  per  month  is  the  allotted  average^  for  Canton 
periiaps  ten  times  the  quantity.  Haehong  is  another  commercial 
place  rieh  in  resources^  and  principally  engaged  with  Canton  to 
barter  their  goods.  All  along  the  coasts  sugar^  an  article  always 
in  demand^  is  produced.  This  is  collected  by  the  Chaoa-choo 
(Teachoo)  junks^  which  throughout  the  year  with  a  number  of 
smaller  articles  go  to  Eaonchoo  in  Shantungs  to  Shanghae^  and 
Teentsin^  the  average  tonnage  being  no  less  than  twenty  million 
peeok  per  annum. 

Fookeen  has  far  more  extensive  relations^  and  whilst  its  craft 
cfOiwA  in  every  harbour  of  that  province^  there  is  not  a  single  Can- 

ton jnnk  seen  in  them.  The  maritime  enterprise^  however^  is  con- 
§ned  to  the  coast  south-west  of  Fuhchoo ;  beyond  that^  the  inha- 

bitants merely  ply  in  small  coasting  vessels^  from  city  to  city, 
without  venturing  to  Chekeang  or  any  other  province. 

'nie  southernmost  trading  place  is  Chaonan,  a  very  flourishing 
port,  not  far  from  Namoa.  In  the  neighbourhood  large  quantities 
of  alum  are  obtained,  and  hundreds  of  junks,  principally  for  the 
Canton  and  foreign  markets,  are  freighted  with  this  article.  Sugar 
is  likewise  found  here,  and  taken  to  the  north,  whilst  other  junks 
go  in  ballast  to  Haenan,  and  thence  proceed  to  Teentsin. 

Cfaeopo,  a  little  higher  up,  is  principally  connected  with  Formosa, 
but  the  country  produces,  likewise,  sugar  of  very  superior  quality, 
and  also  some  camphor.  The  junks  by  becoming  partly  the  car- 

rier! of  Taewan  (Formosa)  produce,  such  as  rice,  sugar,  camphor, 
and  oil-cakes,  the  latter  a  very  important  aitide  for  manuring  the 
land,  in  Fookeen,  maintain  a  constant  interocmrse  with  Canton, 
whilst  visiting  Ningpo  and  Shanghai. 
Amoy  was  once  the  most  flourishing  emporium  of  China,  and 

even  now  yields  as  much  money  in  customs  as  the  whole  of  the 
prrnnoe  taken  together.  There  are  some  manufactures  which  are 
exported  for  the  surrounding  region,  viz. :  coarse  China-ware,  fine 
grass-cloth,  paper,  and  umbrellas,  articles  much  in  demand,  and  a 
great  variety  of  smaller  ones,  suited  to  the  tastes  of  the  Formosa 
settlers,  and  the  people  in  the  Indian  Archipelago.  Several  kinds  of 
fruits,  dried  as  well  as  fresh,  are  likewise  sent  to  other  markets. 
But  Amoy  stands  in  want  of  almost  every  other  thing,  which  have 
to  be  imported  from  Formosa,  Canton,  and  in  fact  from  all  the  bar- 
bomns  of  the  eittensive  eodst. 

About  four  million^  of  taels  may  be  considered  as  the  annual 
Bffetsige  exports  and  iniports,  but  the  principal  and  most  lucrative 
branch,  is  ̂ te  carrying  trade,  in  which  hundreds  of  Amoy  junks 
are  engaged,  which  go  from  harbour  to  harbour,  and  return  home 
perhaps  once  a-year. 
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'  Amoy  hfts  sent  fortli  myriads  of  emigrants,  "who  are  settled  iii  «11 
parts  of  tbe  Indian  Archipelago,  and  constitute  the  imistthriiting 
commercial  community  in  these  regions ;  th^  are  in  possession  of 
ln^ge  capital,  and  are  the  bankers  of  all  the  native  tribes. 

Tsuen-ehoo  (Chin-choo),  has  its  principal  relation  with  F^moda, 
engaging  very  largely  in  the  exportation  of  grain,  and  hemp^  tod 
oil-cakes,  and  trading  like  the  former  ports^  to  the  north.  It  is 
from  this  district  that  the  great  mass  of  the  colonists  of  that  island 
have  sprung,  and  imported  all  the  turbulence  and  low  habits  wbicb 
characterize  the  parental  stock.  There  is  a  regular  slave-ti^ade 
carried  on  with  the  mainland,  the  victims  being,  however,  not  piw 
soners  of  war,  but  poor  starving  creatures,  who  either  sdil  them* 
selves  to  pay  off  debts,  or  leave  a  sum  of  money  to  their  parents,  or 
are  sold  by  their  relations.  They  remain-,  however,  only  a  short 
time  in  bondage,  and  many  then  work  as  free  labcnirers,  at  their 
pleasure. 
Hwugan  is  another  sugar  emporium.  Fuhchoo  is  ri<^  in  hM!b» 

produce,  timber,  bamboos,  and  tobacco ;  its  exports  of  these  arti- 
cles to  almost  every  part  of  the  north,  are  very  large.  The  cii^isy 

therefore,  wealthy,  and  the  merchants  have  credit,  so  that  their 

paper  constitutes  a  currency,  and  the  bullion  is  hoarded  up  in'cef*^ 
fers.  The  average  of  the  Foochoo  trade  is  annually  five  to  six 
million  taels.  An  extraordinary  circumstance  showing  how  mueh 
policy  distorted  and  inappropriate,  interferes  with  the  natiiral 
course  of  things,  we  mention  here,  that  this  metropolis,  thouglrtbe 
natural  place  for  exporting  the  black  teas,  which  grow  in  ittt  ndgh- 
bourhood,  has  never  enjoyed  this  traffic,  and  merely  supplied  for* 
mosa  with  a  few  hundred  peculs  of  an  inferior  article;  and  eveti 
now,  since  the  commerce  is  open,  it  has  become  a  matter  of  great 
doubt,  whether  it  ever  will  become  an  emporium. 

The  province  of  Fookeen  stands  in  want  of  many  necessarif^  of 
life,  so  that  the  balance  of  trade,  in  the  various  acceptation  of  the 
word,  is  against  it.  From  the  north,  pulse,  drugs,  salted '>and 
corned  meat,  firuit,  and  silk-piece  goods,  are  the  principal  articles  of 
import.  Formosa,  an  inexhaustible  source  of  production,  supphes 
grain,  hemp,  and  oil.  This  island  is  an  invaluable  acquisition, 
and  were  it  not  a  part  of  China,  the  Fookeenese  would  suffer  from 
starvation,  and  find  no  outlet  for  their  overflowing  population. 
The  emigrants  give  themselves  up  entirely  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  leave  the  trade  to  their  countrymen,  so  that  the  colony  owns 
no  junks,  and  the  inhabitants  born  on  the  soil  remain  attached  to 
it,  and  seldom  approach  the  sea.  That  about  ten  miUions  of  taels 
worth  could  be  produced  on  the  west  coast  of  the  island,  the  eaat- 
coast  being  still  unreclaimed  from  the  aborigines,  is  only  to  be 
explained  by  the  iron  industry  of  Chinese  settlers,  the  best  in  the 
world  for  bringing  waste  soil  under  cultivation.  Formosa  employs 
about  nine  hundred  sugar  junks,  varyiiig  from  1,0Q0  to  5,00G 
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pemlaFtoraknge^  aboat  double  the  number  of  rice  junk«^  aiHi  100 
Wi^bieami^ior^  liemp>  and  sardines ;  the  rice  junks  nuike  the  Toyage 
tnFo  or  time  times  annually. 

The  southern  parts  of  Che-keang,  carry  on  a  coasting  trade  ia 
small  crafty  for  Woosung^  Taechoo^  and  a  number  of  other  places^ 
sod  bring  the  home  produce  to  Ningpo^  Shih-po^  &c.  Thia 
eonsists  c^  cotton,  some  kinds  of  very  fine  green  teas^  and  various 
proviaions.  The  only  emporium  of  any  consequence  is  Ningpo, 
dS^A  nyext  to  it^  Sohapoo;  the  metropoHs  Hangchoo,  being  on  account 
of  the  immense  rapadity  of  the  Tseentong  river  debarred  from  this 
privilege.  The  former  emporium  supplies  silks,  raw  and  wrought, 
drags  in  large  quantity,  and  cotton ;  the  latter  of  the  best  quality, 
and  bearing  a  far  higher  price  than  the  Indian.  Its  imports  are 
sugajr,  with  southern  productions;  the  trade  for  such  a  city,  with 
ao  large  island  communication;  is  considerable.  It  sends  its 
junks  to  Mantchoo  Tartary,  to  Teentsin,  and  Kavuchoo ;  to  the 
latter  place  in  very  large  numbers,  to  convey  felt  and  skins ;  to  the 
fomer,  pulse  and  wheat,  of  the  best  description.  Amidst  all  its 
disadvantages,  Ningpo  has  capital,  and  the  markets,  especially 
thoie  of  Tseki,  have  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  which  leads  them  to 
Oanton,  and  to  the  frontiers  of  Siberia. 
Chapoo  is  a  small  emporium,  only  remarkable  for  its  intercourse 

with  Japan.  It  has,  however,  much  intercourse  with  Fuhchoo,  and 
as  the  emporium  of  Hangchoo  may  be  considered  as  of  some  impor- 

tance, since  such  a  large  metropohs  consumes  very  much,  and  sup- 
phes  with  its  manufactures,  the  maritime  districts. 

It  is  extraordinary,  that  such  a  fertile  province  as  Kangsoo, 
should  only  have  one  harbour,  viz. :  Shanghai,  where  its  trade  is 
earrted  on.  Jealousy,  and  fear  that  seafaring  vessels  would  soon 
appear  in  crowds,  and  thus  interrupt  the  island  commerce,  confined 
the  junks  to  this  single  port,  and  up  to  the  present  m,onient,  the 
difficult  and  tedious  progress  through  the  great  canal  is  preferred 
to  the  more  easy  and  safe  navigation  of  the  sea. 

Shanghai,  however,  is  a  great  emporium,  not  in  itself,  but  on 
account  of  the  large  number  of  merchants  who  are  crowding  there 
to  make  purchases,  and  these  come  from  the  most  distant  parts  of 
Central  Asia.  Shanghai  exports  largely,  and  more  than  any  other 
emporium  in  China,  manufactures  to  Teentsin,  where  the  river  is 
covered  with  its  junks.  These  vessels  making  two  or  three  voyages 
annually  to  Leaoutung,  bring  back  a  great  deal  of  flour,  meat, 
pulse,  and  rhubarb,  as  well  as  sheep-skins,  the  common  winter 
dress  of  the  poorer  classes.  Trade  appears  to  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  the  inhabitants  of  Tsungming  island  join  in  it,  and  fit 
out  crafts  for  that  purpose.  It  is  said  a  thousand  large-sized  junks 
pass  in  and  ouit  of  the  harbour  of  Shanghai  weekly. 

To  the  north  of  Shanghai,  the  coast  of  Kangsoo  is  very  flat, 
and  there  are  very  few  boats  issuing  from  those  quarters,  because 
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jfk»  naiFigatioti,  ea  acoount  of  the  tides  and  huai»^  it  tmqil  Boa-^ 
giexoiuL  •'; 

The  inhabitants  of  Shantimg  are  by  no  meaai  a  verj  tfnleiqparirix^ 
'ooiDSkendiil  vaee ;  theur  pfinoipal  trade  is  alosg  the  gieat  emal. 
Beyond  thia  they  have  few  ooaatera^  vhilst  they  escpect  in  thfeir 
prineipal  emporiimiy  Kaouchoo,  the  arriTal  oi  the  junks  6sem  the 
aonth^  without  sending  a  single  craft  <rf  their  owst  m  that  dkee- 
tion.  There  is  a  tolerable  traffic  in  this  emporium,  or  rather  bar- 

ter^ for  the  meichanta  are  entirely  deslitnte  of  eapltal.  IVom 
Foochooj  on  the  east  coasts  a  Tory  strong  tide  of  e»igratie».  has 
be^o.  setting  in  towards  Leaoutung,  and  the  inhabitants  poaaess  a 
number  of  small  craft  to  visit  that  adjacent  coast.  Thi^er  they 
take  their  coane  mannfaotnres,  in  return  for  the  hard  enraings  6i 

the  colonists'  wheats  cotton,  and  drugs.  Compared  with  other 
provinces,  however,  this  is  a  trifling  trade,  and  the  loarineBa  do  not 
venture  beyond  the  limit  prescribed  by  the  gulph  of  Chih-l0« 

The  province  of  the  same  name  has  one  single  hurbour^Teentein, 
whidi>  notwithstanding  its  shallow  river,  congregate  a  lajRi»^ 
marine  fleet  in  August  and  September,  than  any  oth^  Cfaiaese 
harbour.  The  reascm  is  obvious  f  the  country  ia  veiry  poor,  and 
has  to  buy  raw  produce  as  well  as  manu&eturecr  fiNxm  the  sooth. 
And  since  the  court  resides  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  ihsve  is 
much  ready  capital  at  the  command  of  the  merchants,  ooflomflrce 
is  brkk,  and  gives  aliVfqra  4  vary  good  return*  It  would  be  very 
difficult  tQ  form  an  annwi  estimMe  of  the  impcatS)  which  can, 
hofverer,  not  be  h^low  10,000,000  taek,  comporiaing  in  themselves^ 
a]»ost  every  ̂ artidlQ  .mentioned  above. 

Leaoutung  has  very  indifferent  harbours,  which  ar^  however, 
visited  on  aoomnt.  of  the  idoh  produce  of  the  country  around, 
already  menttonod,  asd  judging  c^  the  large  espojtation  of  pabe, 
flour,  firosen  baeon  and  mutton,  cotton,  drugs,  and  sardines,  from 
Kaedhoo,  >Kinohoo,  and  otheor  smaflear  haj^K^urs,  the  average  vtiue 
is  not  below  fiieven  niiUKni.  taela  per  annum.  For  this  the  mer- 

chants import  principally  bullion,  and  a  small  amount  0^  Nankeen 
manufactures. 

The  coast  of  Kijin,  has,  as  far  as  our  navigators  have  ascertained, 
no  harbours,  nor  do  the  Mantehoos  venture  on  the  high  seas. 
Maritime  trade,  tharefore,  is  almost  entirely  imknown. 

The  Chinese  junks  are  of  the  same  unwieldy  form  that  they  w^ 
centuries  ago*  Lately  thare  have  been  two  or  three  vessels  built 
by  the  Chiiiesey  after  Bmropean  models,  whidi  h»f  e  been  put  in 
commissioaa.  The  CantoUrbuilt  man-o&war,  on  h^  first  trip  lost 
her  fore-toprgaUant  mast  and  the  head  of  her  fore^top  mast.  Sh^ 
was  built  by  Amoon,  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Macao,  and  is 
very  swifb  in  the  water;  her  sails  seemed  wdl  trimmed.  Here 
are  sev^al  junks  which  mount  twenty  guns,  some  of  which  have 
their  hull  after  the  European  model,  but  the  usual  rig  is  that  of  a 
junk.     Many  may  be  seen  coppered,  with  rudders  of  foreign  shape 
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ttttd  liimg  m  fexeigii  fashion.  Iftie  Cochin  C!hine«e>  however,  mmj 
years  ago  adopted  this  eostom.  Some  of  the  coasting  junks  are 
of  enoriMras  nse,  from  1,800  to  2,000  tons  burthen.  The  main- 

mast of  one  seen  at  Chusan  was  thirteen  feet  in  drcumferenee,  in- 
cluding the  ''  cheeks  f^  it  was  lai^r  than  the  mainmast  of  Her 

ICajesty^a  ship  fVellesleyy  of  seventj-four  guns.  Under  freedom  of 
Smropean  intereourse,  the  coasting  craft  of  China  would  be  greatly 
improved. 

The  ordinary  or  lowest  freight  from  Manilla  to  Amoy,in  Chinese 
junks,  is  one  dollar  per  pecul  for  sugar,  not  worth  more  than  two 
d^yUurs  p»  pecul.  Sometimes  the  freight  of  sugar  from  Manilla 
to  Nankin,  in  Chinese  junks,  is  two  and  a  half  dollars  per  pecul. 
Sixteoi  peculs  are  equal  to  twenty  cwt.  of  sugar  or  rice,  therefore 
tke  lawe»i  freight  is  £8  6#.  Sd,  per  ton,  and  this  only  ayailable  for 
one  period  of  the  year. 
Junks  are  divided  into  seven  or  more  different  compartments, 

m^tertight,  and  belonging  to  different  persons  on  board  for  the 
v^^jrage.  Sometimes  two  or  more  persons  have  a  compartment 
ftr  their  speculations. 

<  The  greatest  period  of  activity  for  the  coasting  trade  of  China, 
istsibont  a  monl^  cm*  six  weeks  before  and  alter  the  change  of  the 
monsoon,  when  vessels  occupy  least  time  in  going  up  and  down 
the  coast. 

The  Chinese  carry  on  a  considerable  traffic  with  adjacent  coun- 
tviea.  It  lA  estimated  that  no  less  than  2S2  junks  or  vessels  are 
so  ffiuiployed,  viss.:  to  Japan,  20;  Borneo,  13;  Malay  Ports,  6; 
Manilla,  &c.  13;  Sumatra,  10;  Cochin  China,  20 ;  Sooloo  Islands^ 
4;  Singapore,  8;  Campodia,  9;  Celebes^  2;  Bhio;,  1;  Tonquin, 
20 ;  Java,  7 ;  and  Siam,  89.  This  does  not  indude  a  number  of 
smaller  junks  belonging  to  the  island  of  Hainan,  which  carry  on  a 
trade  with  Tonquin,  Cochin  China,  Cambodia,  Siam,  and  Singa- 
poope.  The  vessels  belong  principsJly  to  the  provinces  of  Fokien 
and  Kwangtung,  though  there  are  many  also  in  the  more  northern 
provinces  of  Chekeang  and  Keangsoo.  The  following  is  an  enu- 

meration of  the  coasting  junks  trading  or  touching  at  Macao  and 
Keang  Mun  in  1881.  From  Amoy,  in  Fokien,  80>from  Chang- 
choo-foo,  in  Fokien,  150;  from  Hway-chou»foo  and  Chao-«hou- 
foo,  in  Kwang-tnng,  800 ;  trading  between  Keang-mun  and  Fuh- 
keen,  &c.  800;  from  Canton  to  Teentsing,  and  Mantchou,  or 
Leaotung  coast,  16.  The  last  of  these  are  large  junks  belonging 
to  Fokien.  The  others  are  smaller  junks,  varying  from  a  few 
hundned  to  8,000  or  4,000  peculs.  Mr.  Crawford  estimates  the 
fc»reign  shipping  of  China  at  70,000  tons,  and  that  of  Hainan  Isle 
at  10,000  tons. 

The  junks  of  largest  size  go  to  Singapore,  Siam,  Cocliin  China, 
Sooloo  Islands,  Celebes,  Batavia,  Borneo,  Amboina,  Kalentung, 
Tringano,  and  formerly  to  Manilla.  These  junks  start  generally 
from  Amoy  with  emigrants,  or  from  Shanghai^  Ningpo,  and 
Canton,  with  China  produce  and  manufactures. 



188  itmK  mi'ADif'  with  «iaii  and'  sinicpAMiiiii'  • 

Jtmk  ifxuttf  bHwem  Skm  md  CMiia.*--It  is  stfeited,  titot  'vlSout 
seventy  to  eighty  junks  loave  Siam  in  May^  J\me,  ftn^^Jvd^^ 
with  grain^  «tigAi*>  sopar-wood,  betel-nnt^  &;c.>  averagiiig'  ea«k 
nearly  300'  ions^  usmally  built  in  Siam^  owned  by  OhhM^  afid 
Siamese  at  Bankock^  and  navigated  by  Chaou-choo  men,  ffiytk 

the  east  district  of  Canton.  They  have  a  captain^  or  sttpercargib^'t 
a  pilot  (Hoehang)  to  watch  all  the  coasts ;  a  helmsman  (T<dki&g) 
who  manages  the  sailing  of  the  vessel ;  a  comprador  to  ptnthade 
provisions;  two  clerks  to  keep  the  accounts;  also  a  priest  to 
attend  the  idols,  and  bum  gold  and  silver  paper  every  morning*. 
The  sailors  are  divided  into  two  classes ;  one  has  charge  of  sldte^ 
anchors,  &c.,  the  other  performs  the  heavy  work,  hauling  ropes, 

heaving  anchor,  &c. :  every  one,  except  the  menials  (Hoke),  is'  a 
shareholder,  and  has  something  for  trade  at  any  port  they  m$sy 
touch  at.  The  cabins,  or  rather  holes,  into  which  they  cre^,  it  & 
difficult  to  stretch  in  at  fall  length.  There  is  no  discipline,  n6  mu- 

tual interest,  no  attempt  at  deanliness  or  decency.  The  eoibpass 
is  almost  the  sole  guide:  Captain  Collinson,  R.N.,  informed' :fi)!e 
he  found  rude  charts  in  use  among  some,  but  the  land  wsfisbadfy 
laid  down. 

The  exports  from  Siam  to  China  consist  chiefly  of  sugar>  rtee> 
ivory,  sapan-wood,  gamboge,  and  a  variety  of  tropical  products, 
for  the  use  of  the  northern  provinces,  where  the  junks  obtsdti 
flour,  grain,  peas,  cured  mutton,  and  other  provisions. 

Two  to  four  junks,  of  5€0  to  700  tons  burthen,  visit  the  gcM 
mines  near-  Pantia»iftk,  Ba^ijer-massing,  and  Sambas,  where  it 
Chinese  republic  of  60,000  individuals  has  been  established  fbr 

some  years.  '  Gold,'  ebony,  and  tin,  are  taken  to  China.  To  Palem- 
bang  and  B^nka  th(gre  a^'e  several  junks;  also  to  Sami^ang  and 
Rhio.  Birds^-iHefsts,  beebe*-d^mer,  agar-agar,  &c.  are  brought  froni 
the  sttaits ;  -  sJso  p<dppe^i  which  is  in  great  demand  in  China.  Tb« 
Canton  ttttdte-  iritti  the  stradts  employs  about  6,000,000  dollars.     ' 

The  'EmTpeTOT'Keenlunffi  at  the  commencement  of  his  feign, allowed  his  subjects  to  visit  foreign  parts,  expecting  to  buy  rice ; 
but  now  a  merchant  on  returning  from  abroad  may  be  brought 
before  a  court  of  justice,  and  be  ordered  to  be  beheaded  as  a  traitor 
for  having  had  commercial  intercourse  with  foreigners. 

The  number  of  Chinese  junks  that  arrived  at  Singapore  during 
the  season  of  1844?^^  in  thirteen  months,  was  thirty-four,  whose 
tbnnage'  i:^  computed  at  7,478. 
'  The  nuttibet  of  Chinese  emigrants  during  this  period  was  6,888. 

•Hie  number  the  two  previous  years  was,  respectively,  1,600  and 
7,000;  but  the  year  1845  fiilly  9,000  was  expected.  They  dis- 

perse through  the  Straits'  settlements,  and  the  Dutch  colony  of Bhio. 

The  trade  <;arried  on  at  Singapore  in  Chinese  jui^d  was^  m 
value  of  imports  from  China,  in  1889-40,  1,109,264  dollars ;  in 
1840-41,  2,149,604  dollars. 



j/r/Tbe  /«]^tt8  to  China  from  Siii|^ipoi«y*m  Ghuiesd  jiiiik»»  lias 
eeWideir^hij  inc? eased.  In  cotton,  and  ootloii  godda^  upwards  of 
30^000  bales  of  the  former,  and  40,000  pieces  of  the  latter,  bav« 
been  carried.  The  value  of  the  exports  was,  in  1839*40,  1,499, 139 
dcdlars;  in  1840^1 »  2,892,872.  The  niunber  of  jnnks,  in  1840, 
was  148,  wkh  a  tonnage  of  14,446. 

I  bBtve  previously  adverted  (page  356,)  to  the  important  trade 
ihat  might  be  established  with  Cochin  China,  a  country  of  which 
so  little  is  known,  although  we  formerly  had  a  factory  there.  I 
»rail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  give  an  abstract  of  a  valuable  re* 
port  by  M.  Isidore  Hedde,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  recent 
Fr^ich  mission  to  China,  who  visited  Turon  Bay^  in  Cochin 

China,  in  May,  1844,  in  the  French  corvette  'AlcmeneJ  The  ship 
wchered  off  a  small  island  called  ''  Mo-Koie/'  in  lat.  16""  Or 
N.,  long.  108''  12'  £.  of  Oreenwich.  M.  Hedde  says  :— 
/  ̂^  The  entrance  of  the  bay  is  defended  by  two  small  forts  called 
Banglme,  at  a  distance  each  from  the  other  of  three  miles.  En- 

tering the  bay  by  a  channel  in  the  form  of  a  spiral,  we  are  then 
in  a  doek  of  an  eUiptical  form,  whose  greatest  axis  may  be  of  eight 
miles,  and  the  smallest,  six  miles.  This  natural  dock  is  sur« 
r9«mded  at  the  east,  north,  and  west  by  the  high  mountains  on 
Ite  way  to  Fonhue,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  and  whose  angular 
tops,  of  primitive  formation,  rise  up  in  several  places  to  the  height 
of  6,000  feet,  or  more,  from  the  level  of  the  sea.  On  the  south<» 
east  side,  the  bay  is  separated  from  the  sea  only  by  a  large  sandy 
ground,  in  which  is  a  large  village,  surrounded  by  some  trees,  and 
which  borders  on  the  Turon  river. 

;  ̂'  The  small  town  of  Tnron,  rathet  a  large  village^  is  at  the  most 
remote  side  of  the  bay  towards  the  souths  at  about  six'  miles  from 
the  common  anchorage,  on  the  leit  sid^  of  a  broad,  channel,  which 
is  said  to  communicate  with  the  sea^BiMl-ii>to  whk;h  the  river  firom 
Sayfo  empties  itself.  The  place  was  fonxberly  verjif  iiaeifcantile,  and 
9everal  European  nations  had  establishments  tb^re. 

^'  Turon  consists  of  several  groups  of  villages  on  each  side  of  the 
ehannel,  the  principal  of  which  has  about  500  mean  habitations  of 
bamboo,  and  2,500  inhabitants. 

"  The  west  side  of  the  bay  is  flat  and  sandy.  The  principal  arti< 
eles  cultivated  are  rice  and  maize.  They  have  also  some  mulberry 
trees  (moms  allea) ,  whose  leaves  they  sell  to  Sayfo-  pe^^le^  who  rear 
silkworms.  Cotton  is  also  cultivated,  but  it  is  employed  in  a  very 
costly  manner.  Country  people,  especially  womei^^  have  looms 
m  which  they  weave  cotton;  their  looms  are  disposed  in  the 
Chinese  manner,  i.e.  they  have  two  treddles,  or  a  pair  of  treddles, 
and  their  reed  is  inclined,  and  pushed  by  itself  from  the  back 
of  the  loom.  Their  cotton  goods  are  very  common,  of  one  foot 
broad;  some  are  dyed  red,  with  sapan-wood,  blue  with  native 
indigo^  black  with  different  kinds  of  leaves  and  iron  water.  All 
round  the  bay  are  found  different  kinds  of  fish  and  fine  shells. 



\4f)  INHA«:fT4WT«  AVD   CONDITION   OF   QQCUIV  iCHINA. 

.  ''  Purine  all  our  stay,  twelve  days,  we  loet  no  one  of  em^Cftew, 
and  had  only  twentv  men  tick.  No  rain  fell,  and  the  thormooM** 
ter  continued  at  90  Farenheit,  on  board  and  in  the  shade.  ̂ 

.  "  The  kingdom  of  Cochin  China»  or  An^^  is  now  composed  of : 
]8t, — ^Tonquin^  which  contains  according  to  M.  Cbaiquean,  the ancient  French  mandarin^  18^000^000  of  inhabitants.    That  is  the 
richest  part  of  the  Anamitic  country.    There  are  in  the  interior 
two  principal  towns^  Ketchen  and  Yihouang.    The  population  of 
each  is  reckoned  at  100^000  or  150,000  inhabitants,  and  220,000 
Eoznan  Catholics  are  supposed  to  be  spread  over  all  the  oountxy* 
In  Upper  Cochin  China,  wherein  is  Fouhue,  or  rather  Kigioh,  resi- 

dence of  the  king  and  capital  of  the  kingdom.    This  place  is  upon 
an  island,  formed  by  two  channels  of  the  river.    It  is  remaikabia 
for  its  fortifications  made  on  the  European  system,  which  were 
erected  by  the  French  and  Irish  engineers,  who  in  1799  aocompsr 
nied  the  bishop  of  Adran.    It  ia  a  town  whose  streets  are  said  to 
be  pavedj  gravelled  and  bordered  with  trees.     Houses  are  made  of 
stone  and  bricks  after  the  European  manner.    Th^re  are  ramparts 
defended  by  numeroua  artillery,  and  stone  houses  and  arseni^ 
well  fiimisl^d  with  guns,  and  everything  necessary  in  case  of  a 
war  for  100^000  soldiers.    The  surface  of  the  town  is  about  five  w 
six  miles  in  circumference,  and  its  population  consists  of  about 
60,000  inhabitanta.    .3rd. — ^Lower  Cochin  China,  whose  principal 
town  is  ShaigoeuQ,  anothegr  town  fortified  after  the  Europeasi 
system^  and  sea-port  at  the  mouth  of  a  river  of  the  same  namci^ 
which  must  be  an  arm  of  the  Great  Camboja  River.     There  was, 
according  to  Horsbnrgh,  a  manufactory  for  the  casting  of  cannon, 
and  houses  and  stocks  for  the  building  of  ships.    According  to 
different  travellers  this  toyvn  was  very  mercantile,  for  the  conve- 
nience  of  the  harbour  an4  depth  of  water.    But  since  the  great  in- 

surrection in  183^  a  g^tefit  part  of  its  fortifications  have  h«en  put 
down,  its  coipmepoe  dri^^^an?  away,  and  almost  all  the  populittion 
perished.    T^^^^twoj^oirtf  of  Cochin  China  are  said  to  contain 
according  to  the  same  aioresaid  mandarin,  1,000,000  inhabitants, 
amongst  whom  are  30^000  Boman  Catholics.     4th.' — Camboja, 
whose  principal  town  is  Penonben,  or  Kalompe^  with  a  population 
of  30,000  inhabitants.     The  frontiers  of  that  part  which  separates 
the  Anamitic  empire  from  the  Siamese,  or  from  the  uncivilized 
tribes  which  are  siipposed  to  belong  to  the  Siamese  kingdom^  are 
determined  exactly ;  bi^t  they  are  frequently  crossed  by  parties  of 
warriors^  and  occupied  sometimes  by  the  one  and  aftWwards  by 
the  other,  according  to  the  chances  of  war,  which  has  long  been 
carried  on  by  the  one  government  against  the  other.     The  popiila* 
tipn  of  that  fourth  part  of  the  Anamitic  empire  is  about  IflOOflQO 
inhabitants,  amongst  whom  are  v^ry  few  Christians.    . 

"  The  coimtry  is  very  fertile,,  especially  in  Lower  Coehin  ChiBS- 
There  are  mines^  especially  one.  of  gold  at  Phuyran,  and  another 
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tft  ShUtfd^E^eek:  in  the  departmetit  of  Konannam.  But  govem- 
Bi^if/^lfldch  is  a&aid  of  foreign  cnpidity^  forbids  to  touch  tiieni  or 
eyen  speak  of  them^  under  a  penalty  of  death. 
^^'The  king  has  taken  to  himself  all  the  monopoly  of  trade.  He 

buys  goods  from  his  subjects  at  the  price  he  appoints^  and  sends 
kis  ships  to  sell  them  at  foreign  ports.  He  employs  in  trade  five 
square-rigged  ships  and  steamers  which  have  been  constructed  in 
tine  country.  He  sends  them  to  Canton^  to  Singapore,  to  Batavia, 
and  sometimes  to  Calcutta.  He  sends  to  Singapore  indigenous 

ai^  Chinese  silks,  also  green  teas,  nankeens,  cinnamon,  rhinoceros' 
horns,  cardamoms,  rice,  sugar,  salt,  ivory,  bufPaloes'  skins,  precious 
wood  and  treasure.  He  receives  camlets,  common  long  ells,  red, 
blue  and  yellow,  for  the  use  of  his  soldiers,  tin,  opium,  fire-arms, 
and  some  Indian  goods.  He  receives  from  Batavia,  cloves,  nut- 

megs, pepper,  black  and  blue  silks,  green  velvets,  and  glass  ware 
of  ev^ry  kind.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  trade 
is  earned  on,  we  may  mention,  that  the  last  year  the  king  sent  to 
Canton  two  ships  and  twelve  officers  to  sell  his  goods  and  to  buy 
others  in  exchange.  On  their  return,  not  being  satisfied  with 
their  success,  he  degraded  them,  putting  them  in  prison  and  in 
fetters,  and  confiscating  all  their  property.  And  they  are  still  be- 

wailing their  miserable  condition,  the  reward  of  their  ill  success  as 
merchants.  The  junks  which  trade  from  Cochin  China,  are  under 
pnvate  authorisation  or  managed  by  fraud.  A  statement  is  here 
presented  of  the  commerce  between  Singapore  imd  Cochin  China. 

Imported  to  Singapore,  Easported  from  Singapore, 
1889—176,261  doUars.  1839—173,447  dollars. 
1840—166,479      . .  1840—200,804 
1841—245,521      . .  1841—292^686 
1842—208,484      . .  1842-^-248,324  * 
1848—244,785      ..  1843—227,848      .. 
1844-^177,606      ..  1844^2{»,4i*      .. 

'^  The  scale  of  duties  for  anchorage  is  as  follows : — 
At  Fouhue        54  kouan  for  a  tfanoc  (I5,d4|  iil.) 
At  Shaigoene  102    „  „ 
AtTuron  72    „  „ 

"  But  the  last  place  only  is  cq)cn  to  foreign  trade.  Very  few 
ships  come  to  trade.  They  have  deserted  on  account  of  the  arbi- 

trary practices  of  the  king,  who  has  the  entire  monopoly  of  the 
trade,  and  because  there  are  no  fixed  regulations  for  its  manage- 
ment. 

**  Cochin  China  coins  have  been  exphdried  in  Morrison's  Com- 
mercial Guide,  aeeording  to  the  statements  given  by  the  late  J.  L. 

Taberd,  bishop  of  Isauropolis,  in  his  valuable  Anamitic  dictionary. 

They  are  well  made  both  in  gold  and  silver,  and  are  as  follows : — 



T4SS         e^ftD  AM)  nhrnB,  coinai^b  of  6dctttN  •x;Il¥^lk^ 

1  ft 

1  gold  ingot  or  'loaf',  weight  lOtaels,  Spanish  dollars  238. 

'  1  golden  nail  or  *  ding  vang',    1     „  „  24. 
t  if  if  9       it  a  *-^'   . 

in  a  4      fi  a  ^* 

10  golden  nails  make  one  golden  loaf,  so  called.  ' 
1  silver  ingot  or  loaf  'nen  bac',  weight  10  taels — dollars  14. 

''Its  specific  weight  is  95  parts  pure  silver  and  5  alloy,  or  100 
parts.    The  value  of  17  silver  loaves  is  equal  to  that  of  1  golden 
loaf. 

1  silver  nail  or  '  dinh  bac',  weight  1  tael,  dollars  1.40. 
T  is  a  a         i  if  '^' 

i     a  a  a         ̂   a  ^^' 
10  silver  nails  are  equivalent  to  1  silver  loaf. 

'*  Besides  the  native  coin  the  late  King  Ming  Ming  issued  a 
coinage  of  gold  and  silver  dollars,  and  the  reigning  King  Thieu-fri 
adopted  the  same.     The  weight  and  value  are  here  presented. 

1  gold  dollar,  weight  1.039  ounces  troy,  dollars  12. 
*  „  „        0.519    „  „  6.50. 
y  „  „         U.<^0«7     „  yf  O.4&0. 

1  sUver  dollar    „       0.860    „  „  0.70. 
J  „  „        0.431     „  „  0.35. 

"  The  specific  weight  is  190  parts  of  pure  metals,  and  80  of 
copper  or  alloy.  One  side  bears  the  face  of  the  Cochin  China 
dragon,  and  the  other  side  the  king's  name  in  Chinese  characters, 
some  Ming  Ming's,  and  others  that  of  Thieu-fri.  Some  are  like 
common  dollars  and  have  a  hole  in  the  middle,  while  others  are 
broader  and  not  so  thick. 

"  The  only  popular  coin  is  the  'cash,'  made  of  pure  zinc.  Its  form 
is  circular,  aadia  O^findi  in  diameter.  It  has,  like  the  Chinese 
cash,  a  square  hole  ia  the  middle,  of  0.16  inch  each  side,  for  the 
convenience  of  stringing  a  number  together.  It  is  not  coined,  but 
cast.  The  Chinese  characters  are  intended  to  represent  the  name 
of  the  king.  Six  hundred  of  them  strung  together  in  this  manner 
form  what  is  called  ̂   kouan,  [kwavC)  or  a  string.  Each  kouan 
makes  10  heaps  or  tiens,  each  of  60  cash.  The  value  of  the  cash 
varies  in  diiferent  sections,  or  according  to  the  value  attributed  to 
gold  and  silver.  In  Turon,  and  in  Upper  Cochin  China,  one 
Spanish  dollar  is  worth  only  three  or  fottr  kman.  In  Shaigoene; 
or  in  Lower  Cochin  COiina,  one  Spanish  dollar  fe  worth  five  ot  six 
kman.  So  in  taking^  the  dollalr  at  an  av^aflge  talu^  of  "km  kou&n 
we  shall  hawe— 

I  (sc^ek)  cash  worth  Spanish  dollar  0.00041 66.   ' 
10  „  "   ,r     ■  0*00416; 
60  „  „  0.0gJ5.     »« 
600  ,^  ,;  0.25i »r»  j; 

2600  „  „  1, 



* 

.    f  •  avoifd,  p. 

I  ̂ kan/  or  catty  of  16  'luongs'  or  taeU^  1^  ounce  each  1.378 
10  J  „      one  yen  „  ,,  „  13.78 
50 .    „      one  binh  ,,  „  „  68.90 

100      „      one  ta  „  „  ,,        137.1 
500      f,,      one  konan  „  „  „        689. 

T^ere  ia  no  exactly   determined  legal  measure  of  length. 
uoc  is  the  generic  name.     Its  divisions  will  he  here  presented* 

10  phans — 1  tak  or  inch. 
10  tak     — 1  thuoc^  or  foot,  or  ell. 
5  thuoc — 1  ngou,  or  fathom. 
4  ngou — 1  soa,  or  rod. 

10  soa    — 1  moa^  or  rood. 
,  "  The  generic  measure  thuoc  (the  Chinese  chih,  cubit,  or  foot,)  is 

y&Tf  different  according  to  circumstances.     Those  more  commonly 
employed  are  here  presented. 
Thuoc,  used  for  measuring  ships  for  the  service  of  ports  0.405  metre. 
Thuoc,  used  for  wood  at  Turon         ....  0.425 
Thuoc,  mentioned  by  Taberd   0.48726 
Thuoc,  used  by  the  king  for  measuring  silks  and 

other  cloths  in  his  transactions  with  a  Frenchman  0.594 
Thuoc,  used  hy  natives  in  the  Turon  market    .         .  0.61 
Thuoc,  used  according  to  Morrison  .         .         .  0.64968 

MEASURES    or    DISTANCE. 

1  ly — 144  metres. 
2  ly — 1  dam — 888  metres* 

10  ly — 5  dam — 4444  metrea.. 
MSAStrass  op  ianj>. 

1  mao — 10  soa — 165  thuoc^80i8979  metvss. 
.The  muQ  is  what  a  man  may  cultivate  in  one  dajr.  > 
<  .     ,      .         .  ....... 

MEASURES   OF   CAFA.CITY. 

1  hao   28  litres. 

2  hao— 1  shita — 1  tao  in  weight —56  litres. 
The  Aoo  is  a  measure  of  rice  required  for  a  month's  sabsistence. 

It  is  given  by  the  king  to  his  soldiers. 

MA^KBT   FftlCJBS   AT  TURON. 

''  Heus'  a]3id  ducks'  eggs  (10)  1  konan ;  fowl  or  duck  (1)  2  tien^ 
pork  {1  calty)  4  tien;  nee  (a  kan)  1  to  2  kouan;  beef  (a  catty)  S 
tien;  plantains  (a  set)  1  tien;  pine  apples  (10)  8j-  kouasif  oranges 
(10)  5  tiea  >  make  (a  han)  &  to  10  tien ;  small  lemons  (10)  1  tien ; 
flour  of  millet  (a  catty)  2  kouan ;  salt  (a  catty)  3  tien ;  veal  (a  catty) 
4  tien ;  buffalo  ̂   catty)  3  tien ;  small  onions  (a  catty)  1  tien ;  sweet 
potatoes  (a  catty)  1  tien ;  beans  (a  catty)  2  tien ;  yams  (a  catty) 
90  sapeks;  small  pigeons  (I)  90  sapeks;  geese  (1)  4  tien;  oysters 
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(100)  I^  komm;  tunipt  (a  oattj)  I  tien;  cakes  made  c^d^  And 
flour  (I)  ̂   kouan;  cocoa-nut  (10)  3  tien;  oil  (a  catty)  2  kouan; 
fish,  aU  kinds,  (a  catty)  2  tien;  tobacco  (a  catty)  1}  tien;  paj^r, 
white  leares,  made  of  bamboo,  (100)  8  kouan ;  sugar  (a  catfty)  1| 
tien;  candy  (a catty)  3  tien;  cucumbers  (10)  8  tien;  ginger,  sweet 
meat  of  (a  jar)  7  tien ;  mango  (LO)  5  tien ;  tack  (1)  2  tien;  cassia 
(a  catty)  2  kouan;  black  pepper  (a  catty)  1|-  tien;  green  tea  from 
Hue,  (a  catty)  3  tien;  wood  for  fire  (ata)  8  kouan;  ebony  from 
Konannam  (a  ta)  10  tien ;  eagle  wood  (a  ta)  10  tsen ;  red  copper 
(a  ta)  50  kouan ;  morfit  (a  catty)  1  kouan ;  horns  of  rhinoceros  (a 
catty)  10  kouan ;  mats,  best  kind,  (a  pairj  8  kouan ;  green  indigo 
(a catty)  H  kouan;  bees'*wax  (a catty)  If  kouan;  cotton  (a catty) 
1  to  2  kouan ;  raw  silk  (a  catty)  3  to  4  kouan ;  cotton  cloth,  a  piece 
of  24  thuoc,  7  kouan;  coat  for  a  man  (1)  6  kouan;  trousers  (1) 
5  kouan ;  turban  of  silk  or  cotton  crape,  8  kouan. 

Day's  work  in  Upper  Cochin  China,  (besides  rice)  80  to  "^  sapells. 
„  Lower  Cochin  China,  2  tien. 

Mascm,  carpenter,  and  other  mechanical  trades  in  Upper  Cochin 
China,  1  tien. 

Mason,  carpenter,  and  other  mechanical  trades  in  Low^  Codiin 
China,  2  to  3  tien. 

^^  These  sereral  prices  indicate  the  variety  and  dbeapness  (^f  local 
productions.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  these  prices  are1)y 
any  means  constant,  inasmuch  as  the  king  has  monopohsed  com- 

merce. For  instance,  silk  may  be  generisdly  obtained  from  2  to  4 
kouan,  which  is  very  cheap*  But  if  it  be  for  exportation,  tiie  price 

may  fae  increased  to  6,  or  8,  or  10  kouan,  according  to  the  king's 
fancy.''  » 

It  would  be  very  advisable  for  our  government  to  send  a  coin- 
mercial  mission  to  Coclun  China. 

There  is  an  inoreasiii^  trade  between  China  and  Java,  where 
many  Chinese  are  established. 

The  foltowing  are  stated  to  be  the  exports  of  birds'  nests  from 
Java  to  China  for  six  years  inclusive. 

Year.  Pecul.  lbs.    Value  in  florins. 

1832  244  32,538  408,355 
1833  333  44,400  569,492 
1884  200  27;i00  360,032 

Year.    Peculs.        lbs.     Value  in  florins. 

1629    260    84,666      435,622 
1830  261     84,800      448,419 
1831  255    34^000      334,760 

This  article  of  commerce  is  a  governmental  monopoly  in  Bata- 
via,  which  produces  on  an  averi^e  200,000  Spanish  dollars  annu- 

ally. Oreat  oaro  is  taken,  by  the  government,  of  the  rocks  which 
havbour  these  birds,  at  the  proper  season  the  caverns  are  cleansed 
out  by  smoking  them  with  sulphur:  they  are  gathered  twice  a 
year,  and  made  up  into  three  classes.  The  best  are  cream  white 
and  semi4ra&slucent,  and  in  shape  tike  the  fourth  part  of  an 
orange,  Thi^  muGO-albuminous  substance,  will  sell  for  as  much 
as  40  dollars  a  catty,  that  is  twenty  ounces  avoirdupois.  Bice  is 
also  a  large  aitide  of  export  from  Java  to  CMnat 



rFOfffl&M  iSBADE  OF  CHINA  GENERALLY  WITH 

If-     ■'  EUROPEANS  AND  AMERICANS. 

From  an  early  period  the  Chinese  traded  with  foreign  countries 
(W  hundred  and  twenty^one  years  before  the  Christian  era,  th 
Emperor  of  China  sent  "  able  ambassadors  to  different  mereantu^ 
countries^  where  they  obtained  bright  pearls^  gems,  and  precious 

stones^  yellow  gold,  and  various  other  comimodities/' — Dr^  Morrison, 
A*D«  176*    Foreigners  came  by  southern  sea  to  Canton  for  trade. 
A*n*.  600.  During  the  Suy  dynasty,  ambassadors  were  sent 

frcnn  China  to  surrounding  nations. 
A.D.  700.  Canton  was  made  a  regular  commercial  port  of  the 

Chinese  empire,  and  houses  were  built,  a.d.  1400,  for  the  accom-^ 
modation  of  foreigners  coming  to  trade.  During  the  Tang  Sung 
and  Ming  dynasties,  and  partly  under  the  MongoX  ̂ hat  is  firom  the 
coyotm^Disexnent  of  the  Tang,  a.d.,  619,  to  Kublai-khan,  the  Mon- 

gol^ 1280,  and  &om  the  Ming  dynasty  in  1368,  to  the  Tartar  in 
16^^,  the  Chinese  shewed  considerable  commercial  and  maritime 
enterprise.  Kublai-khan  sent  an  expedition  under  the  command 
of  J^ai^o  !Polo,  to  survey  the  Indian  Archipelago. 
Dunng  the  sixteenth  century,  the  Portuguese,  (a.d.  1516)  Span- 

ish, and  Dutch,  carried  on  a  lucrative  trade  with  the  different  ports 
in  Chins,  at  Canton,  Amoy,  Ningpo,  and  Chusan. 

,IMarco  Polo,  speaking  of  the  trade  of  Malabar,  says,  ̂ 'the  ships 
from  China  brought  copper,  gold,  brocades>  silks,  gauges,  gold  and 

ail;rer  bullion,  and  many  kind  of  drugs^  not  produced  in  India.^^ 
He  adds,  ̂ '  that  the  merchants  nmde  g^at  profits  by  their  import 
anA  return  cargoes.'^ 

.jESngland  commenced  trade  with  China  at  the  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  In  1670^  the  English  JSast  India  Company 
h^  a  factory  at  the  island  of  FormosSi,  aAd-camed  on  krade  with 
the  opposite  province  of  Fokien. 

fjpi  1$76|  the  English  had  a  factory  at  Amoy,..f]X)dBi.  which  ihej 

retired,  in  1680,  on  the  contests  between  the  Mantchoos  and* 
Chinese,  but  were  permitted  to  return  in  1684. 

In  1700  the  English  had  a  factory  at  Chusan.  The  Emperor 
Kaoghe,  (who  died,  a.d.  1722),  in  the  twenty- third  year  of  his 
reign,  allowed  a  free  trade  to  his  own  subjects,  and  to  foreigners,. 
which  continued  for  about  thirty  years,  but  was  stopped  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  impoverish  the  country. 

But  the  policy  of  the  Tartar  conquerors,  was  really  directed 
towards  the  exclusion  of  all  other  foreigners,  or  if  that  were  not 
possible,  to  restrict  them  to  the  most  distant  southern  port  of  the 
empire — Canton.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  in  consequance 
of  our  trade  beinga  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  East  India  Com- 

pany, no  effortswerp^^made  to  abolish  the  exdusive  system  set  up  by 
the  Tartars,  for  the  more  effectual  maintenance  of  their  usurpation. 

The  history  of  the  trade  at  Canton  is,  therefore^  the  history  of 
the  whole  foreign  European  and  American  trade  with  China,  until 

VOL.    II.  L 
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the  yean  1844—46,  and  little  more  is  now  necessaiy,  thMn  toplaxse 
on  record  a  feir  data,  illustrative  of  the  present  penod,  whioh  m^j 
serve  for  future  comparison. 

In  1747,  the  European  ships  in  China  were,  8  English  j  6 
Dutch;  4  Swedish;  and  2  Danish;  total  20.  The  war  between 
Prance  and  England  prevented  any  French  vessels  being  then 
sent  to  China. 

In  1789,  the  distribution  of  ships  in  China,  was :  English  East 

India  Company,  21;  British  India  ships,  40;  United '  State^  of America,  15  ;  Dutch,  5 ;  Portuguese,  8 ;  French,  1 ;  Danes,  1 ; 
total,  86. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  ships  belonging  to,  or  char- 
tered by  the  East  India  Company,  were  large  vessels,  seldom  less 

than  1,000  tons  burthen :  and  that  the  British  India,  or  '^  coun- 
tty'^  ships,  were  also  of  large  burthen. 

In  18i34,  the  number  of  foreign  ships  which  arrived  at  Canton, 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  was :  English  East  India  Company, 
24;  Do.,  from  India  and  Singapore,  77 ',  American,  70;  Spanish, 
87;  Portuguese,  23;  French,  6;  Dutch,  6;  Danish,  5 ;  Ham- 

burgh, 3;  Swedish,  1 ;  Mexican,  1 :  Total,  253.  In  this  year  the 
exclusive  privileges  of  the  English  East  India  Company  ceased. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  merchant  vessels  which  arrived  at  the 
port,  of  Canton^  during  the  years  ending  the  31*/  December, 
1844,  and  1845,  were  : 

1844 

Colours. 

BritisYi   
Ainerican         
French   
Dutch   
Belgian          
Danish   
Swedish          
Austrian       . .      ,   
Hamburg;       
Bremen   
Spanish        . .     . .      . . 
Columbian  and  Peruvian. . 
Siam      . .     . »   , 

Total     .,     .. 

N  umber  of  m 

Vessels.    Tonnage 228 

2 11 

2 
2 
2 

1 
1 

306 

111,350 

23,273 
751 

3,878 
1,151 591 581 

2^0 
294 

142,099 

1845 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

182 
83 
3 

11 

Tonnage 

86,087 

38,658 
799 

2,972 

302 

3 948 
6 

2,066 
2 567 
5 

1,484 
2 520 
2 

1,406 
2 

243 1 
1,100 

136,850 

Comparing  the  year  1845  with  1844,  there  appears  to  be  a  dimi- 
nution on  the  total  tonnage  of  3,249  tons-  On  the  English  ton* 

nage  there  was  a  diminution  to  the  extent  of  25,263  tons,  while  the 
Americans  increased  by  6,895  tons.     It  is  probable  that  the  returns 

-.J 

»  V. 

-!( 

V, 
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f»th^yext  184A^  will  present  a  similar  result  of  the  British  ton- 
Mge  mriyiiig  at  Canton ;  in  1845,  the  ''  country,**  (Indian),  vessels 
were  in  number,  64;  tonnage,  86,888. 

The  whole  British  tonnage  in  China,  during  the  years  1844  and' 1845,  was  : 
BRITISH    TONNAGE   INWARDS. 

1844. 

Canton,  228  Ships  111,350  tons. 
Shanghai,       No  return, 
Amoy  do.     do. 
Ningpo  do.     do. 
Poo-chow        do.     do. 

1845. 

Canton,  182  Ships,  86,087  tons. 
Shanghai  62  do.      15,971  do. 
Amoy       83  do.        6,655  do. 
Ningpo     „  do.  962  do. 
Poo*chow  5  do.  ,,    do. 

228  Ships,  111,350 228  Ships,  109,675 

^af  (mr  tonnage  trade  has  increased  in  China,  is  shoum  by  the 

'number  and  tonnage  of  British  ships,  to  and  from  Great  Britain and  Hong  Kong,  trading  with  the  ports  of  Canton,  Shanghai, 
and  Amoy,  during  the  year  1845,  as  compared  with  those  to 
and  from  Great  Britain,  engaged  in  the  China  trade,  on  an 
average  often  years,  from  1833  to  1842. 

OUTWARDS. INWARDS. 

Years Ships Tonnage Years 
Ships Tonnage 

1845 
Average  of  ten  ̂  

years,      from  > 
1833  to   1842.) 

Increase  in  1845 

213 

38 

72,825 

18,333 

1845 

Average 

223 
54 82,549 

30,462 

175 54,492 
182 

52,087 

In  this  table,  so  far  as  Canton  is  concerned,  are  included  only 
ships  jfrom  Great  Britain,  which  have  entered  that  port  during  the 
year ;  but  as  there  is  no  distinction  made  in  the  Shanghai  and 
Amoy  tables  between  English  and  country  ships  bearing  the  Bri- 

tish flag,  which  have  entered  either  of  these  two  latter  ports,  it  is 
impossible  to  separate  them. 
An  examination  of  the  numerous  official  tables  before  me,  leaves 

no  doubt  of  the  augmentation  of  our  shipping  in  China;  from  the 
year  1793  to  1831,  the  British  tonnage  from  China  to  England, 
did  not  average  20,000  tons  yearly,  and  at  the  close  of  the  East 

India  Company's  charter,  did  not  exceed  27,000  tons.  We  may 
therefore  fairly  conclude,  that  the  tonnage  from  England  has 
doubled  within  the  last  ten  years. l2 
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.  It  is  difficnlt  to  show  the  progress  of  our  trade  in  yalue  or  in 
qutntities  with  China,  for  a  series  of  years.  The  drain  of  silver 
for  opinm,  has  withoixt  doubt,  checked  our  trade  between  England 
and  China^  and  by  impoTerislnng  the  Chinese,  it  has  prev^ited  the 
sale  of  our  manufactures. 
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}  On  a>  general  new  of  the  foregoing^  it  will  be  seeii  -that  tkere 
lifts  been^  in  1844  and  1845,  an  augmentation  in  some  brandies 
of  our  trade  with  China  since  1828,  and  a  dimiimtktti  in  other 
bitancbes.  How  far  it  has  been  a  better  paging  1a*ade  during  the 
latter  period,  is  another  question ;  the  general  intpareasion  is,  that 
daring  1844  and  1845  commerce  has  been  forced  to  an  extent  be- 

yond remuneration;  and  it  is  said  that  the  years  1846  and  1847  will 
exhibit  a  very  great  falling  oflf  in  our  exports  to  China.. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  Trade  under  British  flags  at  the 
Ports  of  Canton  and  Shanghai  in  1845,  as  compared  toith  1844. 

Canton, 
Shanghai 

iMPOBTg— D0L1.4118. ExPOKTS—DoiiLAas. Ikce£A8E  in  1845. DXCRXABX  IK  1845, 

1845. 1844. 1845. 1844. Impokts. Exports Ibcports. Exports. 

10,392,934 
5,832,494 

15,506,240 
3,318,873 

20,734,018 
5,838,882 

i  7,935,360 
3,267,430 2,708,621 

2,808.658 
3,571,445 

5,113,306 

16,215,428 17,820,113 26,572,900 20,192,790 2,708,621 6,380,103 5,113,306 

The  trade  of  the  other  three  consular  ports  is  scarcely  worth 
notice,  and  would  not  affect  the  general  resxilts.  It  is  a  curious 
feature  in  our  intercourse,  that  the  exports  from  China  have  in- 

creased in  a  far  greater  proportion  than  the  imports ;  indeed,  in 
1845,  at  Canton  the  exports  were  double  the  amount  of  the 
imports. 

The  export  of  raw  cotton  from  India  to  China  is  decreasing  in 
consequence  of  the  augmenting  supply  from  the.  United  States. 
It  is  a  dear  indication  of  our  erroneous  fiscal  and  general  policy  in 
British  India,  where  there  is  abundance  of  land,  eheaj)  labour,  and 
near  communication  with  China,  and  yet  the  American  cotton  now 
imdersells  the  Anglo-Indian  cotton  in  Canton.  Our  cotton  goods 
have  largely  increased,  but  so  also  have  the  Americans^  and  in  a 
Topre  rapid  ratio  than  our  Manchester  manufaetiares. 

In  woollens  our  trade  has  decreased.  In  a  memorial  to  Her 

Majesty^s  government,  in  December,  1846,  from  certain  cloth 
manufacturers  and  others,  it  is  stated  that  during  the  period  of  the 

East  India  Company's  exclusive  trade  with  China,  the  yearly 
average  number  of  pieces  of  all  sorts  of  woollens  shipped  was 

157,165,  value  £820,924;  whereas,  since  the  **  opening  of  the 
trade,''  the  average  number  has  been  only  99,684,  value  191,531. 

The  memorialists  further  declare  that  "  the  recent  treaty  with 
China  has  not  yielded  them  any  advantage."  An  examination  of 
the  manner  in  which  we  allowed  ourselves  to  be  bound  and  fet- 

tered by  that  treaty  wUl  fully  explain  the  reason,  without  urging 
the  tea  duties  as  a  cause.  We  have  voluntarily  excluded  ourselves 
from  the  north  of  China,  where  the  climate  requires  woollen  goods, 
and  where  the  people  are  well  supplied  with  Russian  and  Prussian 
ivx>ollen  cloths  I     If  we  had  stu^ously  endeavoured  to  injure  our 



160  COMFABATITE    TKABB— -CANTON    AND    SHANGHAI. 

oommerce  with  the  north  of  China,  and  prevent  our  freedom  of  in- 
tercourse and  extended  trafiBic,  we  could  not  have  more  eflfectually 

accomplished  the  purpose  than  by  the  "  Treaty  of  Nankin/^  and 
its  still  more  injurious  supplement  of  8th  of  October,  184SI,  (see 
page  85,  vol.  ii.) 

The  comparative  British  trade  of  Canton  and  Shanghai  is  shown 
in  the  following  statement  for  the  past  two  years : — 

1844.  Imports.  1845. 

£3,451,312  .  Canton      .         .        £2,301,692 
501,335  .  Shanghai  .         .  1,082,207 
110,000 
10,000 

estimated]  Amoy        .         .  147,494 
estimated]  Ningpo     .         .  10,898 

Foo-chow-foo  £72,147 
— ■                Deduct,  goods  carried 
£4,072,647      to  Shanghai       .       „  67,820 
3,566,318     4,527 

£   406,329  Decrease  in  imports.  £3,566,318 

In  exports,  tea  has  risen  firom  the  value  of  £2,979,589  to 
£3,895,718— increase  on  the  year,  916,121.  Silk  from  £827,075 
to  1,226,745,  showing  an  addition  to  what  was  considered  the 
large  shipments  of  1844  of  £399,670  in  value.  Sugar  and  sugar- 
candy  from  £138,101  to  £217,334. 

1644.  Exports.  1846. 

£8,883,828        .         .         Canton  .         .         £4,492,870 
487,528        .         .         Shanghai 

70.000  [estimated]  {  ^^J^^  ; 
Foo-chow-foo 

^64,341,^6 

1,259,091 
15,478 
]  7,495 

683 

^65,785,1 1 7 

4,841,356 
Increase  in  exports  £1,443,761 

The  relative  position  of  our  great  staples  will  be  seen  at  the  two 
ports  thus.  It  is  right,  however,  to  premise  that  there  have  been 
heavy  losses  by  the  shipments  to  Shanghai  in  1845. 

1844.  Imports.  1845. 
WboUens.  Woollens. 

Canton         .    £628,087  Canton         .     £406,133 
Shanghai     .        106,767  Shanghai     .       167,417 

1844         .     £734,854  1845         .     £573,530 
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1844. Imports. 184S. 

Cotton. 
Oanton      .     £1,476,882 
Shanghai  .         .         321 
Amoy  [estimated]  35,000 

1844      .     £1,512,215 

Cotton  Goods. 
Canton         .     £875,156 
Shanghai      .       336,290 

1844  £1,211,446 

Cotton  Yams. 
Canton         .     £148,120 
Shanghai     •         .     550 

1844 £148,670 

Cotton. 
Canton      .    £1,024,364 
Shanghai 
Amoy        .  42,227 

1845      .    £1,066,591 

Cotton  Goods. 
Canton         .     £530,937 
Shanghai      .        881,618 

1845 £1,412,555 

Cotton  Yams. 
Canton         .       £63,830 
Shanghai      .  4,820 

1845 £68,650 

1844. 
Tea. 

Canton         .  £2,910,474 
Shanghai     .  67,115 
Ningpo        .  2,000 

Exports. 1845. 
Tea. 

Canton        .  £3,429,790 
Shanghai     .  462,746 
Amoy           .  544 
Ningpo        .  2^000 
Poo-chow-foo  638 

1844      .     £2,979,589 

Silk. 
Canton         .    £409,862 
Shanghai      .       417,213 

1845      .     £3,895,718 

1844         .     £827,075 

8Uk. 
Canton         .     £434,256 
Shanghai      .        792,489 

1845         .  £1,226,645 

Sugar  and  Sugar-tandy. 
Canton  in  1844         •         .         .         . 
Ditto if 1845 

£138,101 
217,334 

It  would  be  much  too  costly  to  print  here  the  numerous 
tables  of  lihe  whole  trade  of  China  for  series  of  years,  with  different 
countries,  which  I  laid  before  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  commerce 
of  the  Western  Nations,  excepting  the  United  States,  is  small, 
and  may  be  said  to  be  confined  to  Canton. 
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The  follomng  is  an  abstract  of  the  Amount  ofTVade  under  British 
and  Foreign  flags ̂  at  the  port  of  Canton ,  during  the  year  1845^ 
as  compared  with  that  of  1844. 

Flag. 

iMPOKTi. EXPOKTS. firc&KAi>  XH  1846. Dbc&sasb 
IK  1845. 

1845. 

1844. 1845. 1844. Impo&ts. ExpoaTB. Imvobts. 

3 
g 
o a 

1 

British      - 
American 
French 
Dutch 
Danish     - 
Swedish    - 
German    • 
Lorchas    - 
Others      - 

Total,  dollars  1 
at  4«.  Ad,      S 

10,392,943 

2,478,468 
8,318 

77,751 
19,871 

114,817 
123,530 
825,060 
22.482 

15,596,240 
1,320,170 

33,823 
231,708 
51,990 
18,234 

5,743 614,824 
60,517 

20,734,016 

7,979,864 
93,010 

635,533 
141,129 
179,615 
419,973 
219,596 
163,688 

17,925,860 

6,686,171 
37,136 

572,188 

153,688 
122,888 

7,522 9,002 

1,157,878 

96,588 117,767 
210,236 

2,808,658 
1,293,693 

55,880 
63,345 

141,129 
26,927 

297,085 
212,074 
154.686 

5,112,306 

25,505 
163,957 

32,119 

38,035 

14,062,811 17,843,249 30,566,426 25,513,946 1,582,484 5,052,477 
5,362,922 

It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  steady^  onward  progress  of 
the  American  trade  with  China;  but  it  would  be  somewhat  irrela- 

tive to  the  object  in  view,  in  reference  to  our  own  trade  and  its 
restrictions.  The  accompanying  table  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
foreign  commerce  of  China.  The  tariff  of  duties  levied  at  the  sea 
ports  and  the  inland  custom  houses^  will  be  given  in  the  Appendi:^ 
to  the  ensuing  part^  along  with  other  useful  documents. 

CHAPTER  III. 

RISE,  PROGRESS,  AND  POSITION  OF  THE  TEA  TRADE. 

[As  furnished  in  a  report  to  Her  Majesty's  government  from 
China,  in  1845,  and  lodged  in  the  Colonial  Office,  and  at  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  numerous  tables  sent  home  are  not 
printed,  on  account  of  the  expense. — R.  M.  ifef.] 

The  traffic  in  an  innutritions  herb,  grown  almost  solely  in  one 
district  of  Asia,  and  in  a  coimtry  hitherto  isolated  Brom  the  western 
nations,  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  illustrations  of  the  enter- 

prise and  energy  of  modern  commerce.  A  trade  involving  British 
capital  to  the  extent  of  about  £10,000,000  sterling,  furnishing 
regular  employment  to  about  60,000  tons  of  first  class  English-bttii* 



•  i\  V 

r 

f 

OQ 1^ 

y^ 

'i  > 

i— 
:  u 

J 

1 

1 

i 



»  1 

!/■ 

r 

.  1 



IftISS    AND   PKOGRESS   OF   THB   TBA   T&ADK.  153 

shipping ;  contributing  nearly  ̂ 65,000,000  sterling  of  revenue  an- 
nually to  the  exchequer^  deserves  investigation  in  detail,  as  regards 

its  rise  and  progress. 
The  tea  plant,  although  found  in  different  parts  of  the  eastern 

hemisphere,  is  probably  indigenous  to  China  or  Japan,  in  both  of 
-which  countries  it  is  extensively  cultivated.  The  earliest  record  to 
be  found  of  the  use  of  tea,  is  in  the  journals  of  the  Moorish  histo* 
rians  and  travellers,  about  the  end  of  the  eighth  century,  at  which 
period  the  Mohammedans  had  free  ingress  and  residence  in  China, 
subject  to  very  few  restrictions.  Ibu  Batuta,  (a,d.  1823),  men- 

tions that  the  Emperor  received  the  revenues  &om  salt ;  that  paper 
money  bearing  the  government  stamp  was  current  in  the  country, 
and  that  the  general  drink  of  the  people  was  prepared  by  immers- 

ing the  leaves  of  a  small  plant  in  hot  water,  which  was  used  me- 
dicinally as  well  as  for  correcting  the  bad  properties  of  the  water. 

Soliman,*an  Arabian  merchant,  who  visited  Chiua,  a.d.  850,  de- 
scribes '^  shIo./'  (tea),  as  the  usual  beverage  of  the  people. 

"  Texeria,^^  a  Spaniard,  in  1600,  saw  dried  leaves  (of  tea)  at 
Malacca,  which  were  in  use  among  the  Chinese.  "  Olearius,^'  in 
1683,  found  the  use  of  tea  pretty  general  among  the  Persians,  who 
procured  it  from  China,  by  means  of  the  Usbeck  Tartars.  The  Rus- 

sian ambassador  (Stawkan),  to  the  coiu*t  of  the  Mogul,  Shan 
Attyn,  partook  of  tea,  and  at  his  departure  he  was  offered  it  for  the 
Czar  Michael  Romanoff,  but  refused  the  offer,  not  knowing  of 
what  use  it  would  be  in  Russia. 

Of  the  first  introduction  of  tea  into  Europe,  we  know  but  Uttle. 
In  1517,  Emanuel,  king  of  Portugal,  sent  a  fleet  of  eight  ships  to 
China,  and  an  ambassador  to  Peking,  but  it  was  not  until  after 
the  formation  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  in  1602,  that 
the  use  of  tea  became  known  on  the  continent,  and  although  the 
enterprising  Hollanders  paid  considerable  attention  to  it,  as  an  ar- 

ticle of  commerce,  the  consumption  increased  but  little,  for  in  1670 
it  was  unknown  in  Dort.  The  Dutch,  in  their  second  voyage  to 
China;,  bought  a  good  deal  of  tea,  at  from  8^.  to  10^.  per  pounds 
(the  price  at  the  present  day),  which,  although  of  a  middling  qua- 

lity, sold  for.  thirty  livres  a  pound :  for  some  years  the  best  Japan- 
ese tea,  esteemed  in  preference  to  that  of  China,  brought  from  100 

to200Uvres  per  pound  in  France,  until  the  use  of  coffee  and 
chocolate  became  fashionable  and  general. 

The  first  authentic  notice  to  be  found  of  tea  in  England,  is  an 
act  of  parliament,  (12  Car.  II,  c.  23),  a.d.  1660,  by  which  a  duty  of 
eightpence  per  gallon  was  laid  on  sdl  tea  made  and  sold  in  coffee 
houses,  and  by  an  act  framed  in  the  same  year,  the  duties  of  excise 
on  malt  liquors,  cyder,  perry,  mead,  spirits,  and  strong  waters,  cof- 

fee, tea,  sherbet  and  chocolate,  were  settled  on  the  king  for  life. 
In  the  diary  of  Mr.  Pepys,  secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  there  is 

found,  under  date  September  25th,  1661,  the  following  memoran- 
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duBi.  ̂ ^  I  sent  for  a  cup  of  tea^  a  Chinese  driuk^  of  wbieh  1  huL 
never  drunk  before/'  In  1662^  Charles  the  Second  martied  the 
Princess  Catherine  of  Portugal^  who^  it  is  said,  was  fond  of  tea, 
having  been  aocustomed  to  it  in  her  own  country,  hence  it  became 
fiishionable  in  England.  Waller,  in  a  birth-day  ode  to  Her  Ma- 

jesty, describes  the  introduction  of  the  herb  to  the  Queen  in  the 

following  lines  :--- 

^'  The  best  of  queens  and  best  of  herbs  we  owe. 
To  that  bold  nation,  who  the  way  did  shew 
To  the  fair  region,  where  the  buu  doth  rise. 

Whose  rich  productions  we  so  justly  prize/^ 

The  same  poet  attributes  an  inspiring  power  to  the  Obinese  leaf: 

''The  Muses'  friend,  Tea,  does  our  fancy  aid. 
Repress  those  vapours  which  the  head  invade/' 

In  1660,  tea  was  sold  in  England  at  three  guineas  per  pound. 
In  1666,  Lords  Arlington  and  Ossory  brought  a  quantity  of  tea 

from  Holland ;  its  price  in  England  then  was  sixty  shillings  per 

pound. 
About  this  period,  the  East  India  Company  being  desirous  «f 

presenting  a  rarity  to  His  Majesty,  procured  twenty-two  pounds 
of  tea,  which  was  thought  a  valuable  offering  to  royalty. 

The  following  copy  of  an  advertisement  in  1680,  shews  the  pziee 
of  the  leaf,  and  the  mode  of  vending  it  to  the  public : 

''  These  are  to  give  notice  to  persons  of  quality,  that  a  small 
parcel  of  most  excellent  tea,  is  by  accident  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
a  private  person  to  be  sold ;  but  that  none  may  be  disappointed, 
the  lowest  price  is  thirty  shillings  a  poimd,  and  not  any  to  be  sold 
npider  a  pound  weight,  for  which  they  are  desired  to  bring  a  con- 

venient, box.  Enquire  at  Mr.  Thomas  Eagle's,  at  the  King^s 
Head,  iu  Saint  James  market." — London  Gazette,  Dec.  16th,  1680. 

Heretofore  the  small  quantity  used  in  England,  was  obtained 
from  the  Continent,  for  in  1634,  some  English  ships  htiving  visited 
Canton,  a  rupture  took  place  between  our  seamen  and  the  Chinese, 
and  trade. was  for  some  time  interdicted;  but  in  1668,  the  Court 
of  Directors  in  a  dispatch  to  their  factories  at  Bantam  in  Java^ 
ordered  them  to  send  home  by  their  ships  one  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  the  best  tea  they  could  get;  and  accordingly,  in  1669^ 
the  first  invoice  of  tea  was  rec^ved,  amounting  to  two  cannisters  of 
143  j-  pounds.  Such  was  the  commencement  of  a  trade,  which  by 
the  most  judicious  management^  haa  now  risen  to  an  importation 
pf  upwards  of  fifty  million  pounds  weight. 

In  1678,  the  East  India  Company  imported  4,713  pounds  of  tea, 
but  this  then  large  quantity  completely  glutted  the  markets  for  the 
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ixii(x)itaiof  tea^  during  the  ensuing  six  years^  amounted  in  all  to 
oofy  818  spounds. 

:'ln  1680^  the  Company  opened  a  direct  trade  with  China. 
In  1^89,  the  old  mode  of  levying  the  duty  on  tea,  viz. :  by  the 

qnii.titity  made  in  the  coffee-houses,  being  found  veiy  uncertain,  as 
wdH  as  vexatious,  an  act  of  WiUiam  and  Mary,  sess,  2,  c.  6,  fixed  a 
custom  duty  of  five  shillings  a  pound,  together  with  the  former 
sum  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  value. 

During  the  years  1697,  1698,  and  1699,  the  East  India  Com- 
pany imported  on  an  average,  20,000  pounds  of  tea  annually.  In 

1700,  the  importation  was  augmented  to  60,000  pounds  a  year, 
the  average  price  of  tea  was  then  sixteen  shillings  per  pound. 

In  1721,  the  importation  of  tea  into  England,  exceeded  for  the 
first  time  1,000,000  pounds,  and  at  the  September  sale  in  1728, 
the  quantity  put  up  for  sale  was  769,104  pounds,  the  duty  on 
which  amounted  to  £153,820  sterling.  The  bill  of  cargo  of  the 

"  Caesar,''  which  arrived  from  China,  17th  May,  1726,  has  entered  in 
it  356,100  pounds  of  tea,  the  duty  on  which  was,  £71,620  sterling. 
Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  the  annual  con- 

sumption of  tea  in  the  United  Kingdom,  has  increased  upwards  of 
twenty  million  pounds,  while  its  use  during  the  same  period 
has  been  decreasing  in  Europe  and  America,  where  the  duty  has 
been^nammah  In  the  space  of  one  hundred  years,  firom  1710  to 

1810,  there  were  sold  at  the  East  India  Company's  sales, 
750,219,016  pounds  of  tea,  the  value  of  which  was  £129,804,596 

sterling;  of  this  quantity  of  tea  116,470,675  pounds  were  re-ex- 
ported. Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  about 

1,^85,949,566  pounds  of  tea  have  been  sold  in  England,  and  there 
has  been  paid  into  the  British  exchequer  about  £167,643,702 
sterling,  on  the  above-mentioned  quantity  of  tea. 

The  appended  table  will  e:q>lain  at  one  view  the  rise  and  pro- 
gress of  the  British  tea  trade,  in  reference  to  the  quantity  of  tea 

annually  exported ;  froln  1669  to  1845,  the  quantity  sold  or  re- 
tained for  consumption,  the  rate  of  duty  levied  thereon,  the  amount 

of  revenue  paid  yearly  into  the  British  exchequer,  the.  price  per 
poand,  &c« 

It  is  impossible  to  examine  this  table  without  perceiving  how 
judiciously  the  trade  kt  teas  has4)een  managed,  €md  hew  dangerous 
it  would  be  to  tamper  with  this  large  branch  of  commerce,  and 
knportant  soTM*ce  of  public  revenue,  to  the  extent  of  about 
£5,000,000  per  annum.  The  commutation  act  of  1784,  which  is 
relied  on  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  reduced  duty— had  for 
its  object  the  suppression,  fnll  one  half  of  the  previous  consump- 

tion having'  been  Smuggled  into  the  country. 



166        iHFoat  ANB  coNtuitmodf  ov  tba  8»Kcr'1842. 

Tlte  Jbllo^oinff  rdnrn,  prepared  by  those  highiy  respeetediuMAn" 

ieltiffent  brokers,  Messrs,  WUlium  James  Thompson  and' Sons, 

of  Mincing  Lane,  shows  the  total  imports  of  tea  into  the'  United 
Kingdom  since  1842,  under  its  various  de»ignatiens.  Of  cmr^e, 
this  table  was  not  in  this  report  when  sent  from  Ohkw  to  Her 

Majesty's  government  in  July  1845. 

I 
T 

Bohea,  Canton   
Do.     Fokien   

Cougou    
Pouchong   
Caper   
Campoi   
Souchong    
Flowery    and    Black 

Leaf  Pekoe   
Orange  Pekoe      
Twankay   
Hyson  Skin   
Hyson      
Young  Hyson      
Imperial    and    Gun- 

powder ........(. 
Sorts  and  Assam  Tea. 
For  Exportation  only. 

IMPORTS. 
I 

1846 

lbs. 

36,442,000 
51,000 

1,529,000 

Total ..,.  56,503,000 

Black       44,017,000 
Green   12,486,000 

Total  delivered 

Kxpodcted  •»>...*'..  *^ 

Home  Consumption^ . 

2,374,000 
722,000 

2,515,000 
3,517,000 
193,000 

1,572,000 
3,340,000 
3,671,000 

572,000 

5.000 

1845 

lbs. 

34,293,000 
113,000 

1,176,000 

1844 

lbs. 

72,000 

35,328,66o 
764,000 

1843 

Ibft. 
134,000 

33,739,000 

2,493,000 
434,0001     352,000 

51,308,000 -t..*.. 

50,991,000 
3»467«000 

.47,534,000 

1,282,000 
769,000 

1,638,000 
3,071,000 
328,000 

2,072,000 
2,840.000 
3,355,000 

371,000 

39,518,000 
11,790,000 

48,427,000 
4.30a,000 

1,350,000 
538,000 

995  000 

3,543,000 
505,000 

1,460,000 
1,332,000 
1,827,000 

203,000 

42,000 

48,393,000 

39,644,000 
8,749,000 

1,085,000 
759,000 

855.000 

3,431,000 
316,000 

1,545,000 
860,000 

1,141,000 

141,000 

2,000 

It 

1842 
I 

767.000 107,000 

26,252.000 
1,801,000 299,000 

46,853,000 

44,127,000 

46,677,000 
5,501,000 

41,176,000 

39,513,000 

7,340,000 

825,000 
818,000 

744,000 

3,868,000 
384,000 

2,147,000 
1,212.000 
1,918,000 

203,000 
299,000 

41,644,000 

44,297,000 
4,395,000 

39,902,000 

31,915,000 

9,729,000 

43,304,000 
5,750,000 

37,554,000 

■^••»i»*i«*».r*»^^f*'''*" 

The  distribution  of  tea  to  differeiit  parts  of  tho  United  KingdoiD 
is  thus  shown  for  1844 : 
;  London,  sixty  vessels,  containing  38,436,887  pounds ;  Liverpoolj 
twenty-five  vessels,  containing  110,188,552  pounds;  Dublin,  foxur 
vessels,  containing  1,143,471  pounds;. Clyde, four  vess^,  contain^ 
ing  1,716,142  pounds ;  Bristol,  two  vessels,  containing  1,060,978 
pounds;  Leith,  two  vessels,  c(mtaining  478,089, poundS;;  UvM, 
one  vessel,  containing  423,143  pounds;  Belfast,  one  vessel,  con- 

taining 252,000  pounds. 
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sslidsaDA)VfSA  iformerly  largely  stupplied  from  Iiverpod[>  but  Dab- 
lisMico^  imports  direct  from  China,  nearly  one^third  of  the  quan- 

tity ofHea'usiBd  in  Ireland. 
"i'Whild  the  East  India  Company  had  the  monopoly  of  the  tea 

trade,  their  shipments  were  made  at  one  period  <rf  the  year^  viz. : 
November,  December,  January,  and  February,  and  Itekterly  the 
Select  Committee  at  Canton  purchased,  during  the  spring,  at  low 
prices,  the  teas  which  were  left  unsold  at  the  usual  period,  and 

which  were  termed  '^  winter  teas/'  This,  however,  was  only  done  to 
a  limited  extent,  lest  an  inferior  article  should  be  imported.  Now 
the  trade  is  more  equally  diffused  over  the  whole  year,  although  the 
best  seasons  for  sailing  from  China  to  England,  are  from  November 
to  February,  during  which  period  also,  the  bulk  of  the  teas  arrive 
inCanton,  and  command  the  largest  exports. 

The  Stocks  of  tea  on  hand  on  the  30th  of  November,  1845  and  1846, 
were :     (This  statement  recently  added  J 

Bohea   ,. 
Congou   
Foucbopg   
Caper   
f^ampoi   , , , , 
Soachong   
Floweiy  and  Black  leaf  Pekoe 
Orange  Pekoe    
Twankay   
Hyson  skin   «. 
H  json   
Young  Hyson      
Imperial  and  Gunpowder  .... 
Sorts  and  Assam  Tea   
For  exportation  only        

Total. 

black    lbs 
■Green     lbs. 

Stock  on  hand,  31st  December. 

1846. 

1224,000 
S1,021,000 212,000 
l«142,O0Q 

2,06'l',000 
7^5,000 

2,045,000 
2,863,000 

821,000 
1,565,000 
2,734,000 
3,153,000 345.000 

56,000 

1840. 

4^500,000 

37,759,000 
10,741,000 

272^00 

30,454,000 
425,000 
855,000 

1/3*73,000 
308.000 
876,000 

l,92d,060 325,000 

USl  7,000 
1,817,000 
2,192,000 368^0 

78,000 

35,061,000 

7,927,000 

1844. 

437,000 

29,823,000 
1,096,000 282,000 

1,376,000 349,000 

878,000 
2,800,000 
428,000 87^000 

5^9,000 
$06,000 230,000 
IIO.QQO 

-39,107,000 

38,968,000 
5,130,000 

1843. 

526,000 
27,777,000 

1,756,000 255,000 

■•• ••• 970,000 534  000 
379,000 

2,587,000 297,000 

1,026»000 
522,000 
485,000 
145,000 
180,000 

37,891,000 

82,416.000 
4,975,000 

Thus  there  may  be  considered  a  sufficiency  for  the  consumption 
of  one  year  on  hand^  and  for  another  year  on  its  way  from  China. 

The  tea  trade  of  Canton  in  1841-42  was  not  interrupted  by  the 
war  which  we  were  waging  against  the  Chinese  goremment  in 
the  north  of  China,  although  we  had  destroyed  the  forts  of  the 
Bocca  Tigris  in  the  Canton  Eiver  7th  January;  captured  the 
defences  of  Canton  city  on  19th  March ;  and  compelled  the  city 
of  Canton  to  capitulate,  and  pay  6,000,000  dollars  on  25th  and 
80th  of  May,  1841.  Amoy  was  stormed  and  taken  on  the  26th 
Atigust,  1841.  On  1st  October,  1841,  Tinghae  the  capital  of 
Chusan  was  captured  after  an  assault  of  two  hours.  Ningpo 
and  Chinhai  were  next  taken,  and  during  the  winters  of  1841-42, 

*  The  cargoes  of  sundry  vessels  arrived,  amounting  to  824,517  pounds,  not  in- 
cluded in  this  stock. 
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forcibly  retained  in  our  posaesnon;  Chapoo  16th  May^  1842; 
Shanghai  I9th  June  1842.  Yet  during  these  proceedings 
86^78^,954  pounds  of  tea  were  shipped  from  Canton  for  tbQ 
United  Kingdom,  in  29,800  tons  of  British  shipping  diiided  ̂  
equally  as  in  the  other  seasons  over  the  di£Perent  months  of  the 
year,  as  shown  in  a  return  printed  in  the  Friend  of  China  and 
Hong  Kong  Oasette,  No.  1 1,  and  No.  1 7,  of  14th  July  1842.  TliJis 
return  is  a  eomplete  answer  to  the  erroneous  allegation,  that  the 
possession  of  Hong  Kong  by  England  is  essential  to  a  steady 
prosecution  of  the  tea  trade  at  Canton.  Even  during  the  block- 

ade of  Canton,  and  before  we  had  any  settlement  at  Hong  Kong, 
the  tea  trade  was  carried  on  nearly  as  extensively  as  ever,  by  con- 

veying the  tea  to  the  outer  anchorages  in  the  Canton  waters ina 
few  ships  under  Danish  and  other  foreign  colours,  temporarily 
used  for  the  purpose. 

Between  1st  July,  1840,  and  30th  June,  1841,  there  were 
shipped  from  Canton  for  England,  black  tea  23,694,159  pounds; 
green  tea  4,992,825  pounds ;  total  28,686,984  pounds ;  and  to  the 
United  States,  black  tea  1,524,244  pounds ;  green  tea  6,030,103 
pounds ;  total  7,554,347  pounds.  A  considerable  portion  of  tea 
was  shipped  in  the  month  of  May  1841,  a  few  days  previous  to 
the  storming  of  Canton,  and  a  large  portion  in  June,  1841,  im- 

mediately after  the  capture  and  ransom  of  that  city. 
The  quantity  of  tea  consumed  in  Europe  must  formerly  have 

been  considerable,  as  it  is  stated  that  the  quantity  of  tea  exported 
from  China  to  Europe  in  1666,  was  seventeen  million  pounds ; 
and  that  in  nine  years  preceding  1780  there  were  118,000,000 
pounds  of  tea  imported  into  the  continent.  The  average  of  teas 
exported  from  China  to  Europe  in  foreign  ships  for  nine  years, 
viz. :  from  March  1772  to  1780  (says  another  authority)  was 
18,191,201  poiunds,  the  averajge  number  of  vessels,  twelve. 

In  1785  the  importation  into  the  continent  was  nineteen  mil- 
lion pounds,  but  in  1796,  it  had  decreased  to  little  more  thsln 

2,500,000  pounds.  The  importation  into  the  continent  from  1782 
to  1794,  was-  129,852,480  pounds;  and  from  1795  to  1807, 
32,782,756  pounds,  shewing  a  decrease  in  thirteen  years  of 
97,1 19,724  pounds.      . 

In  1808,  1809,  &c.,  I  find  no  account  of  tea  exported  from  Can- 
ton to  Europe ;  the  amount  having  I  suppose  become  so  small 

for  each  <;ountry,  the  Americans  became  the  diief  carriers  of  tea 
and  eastern  produce  during  the  latter  years  of  our  war  with  France, 
and  this  trade  they  still  in  some  degree  possess. 

Of  the  Portuguese  tea  trade  I  have  been  unable  to  get  any  data, 
the  demand  is  so  trifling  that  we  know  nothing  of  the  amount,  al- 

though Macao,  their  settlement  at  the  entrance  of  the  Canton 
River,  kas  long  been  the  residence  of  the  English  tea  merchants. 
The  Dutch  tea  trade,  at  an  early  period,  was  considerable.  The 
exportations  from  Canton,  from  1784  to  1794,  was  43,649,760 
pounds;  and  for  the  ensuing  ten  years,  only  1,449,599  pounds. 
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/After  the  restoration  of  the  House  of  Nassau,  in  1815,  a  Butch 
company  was  formed  to  carry  on  the  tea  trade ;  the  royal  proclama- 

tion announcing  that  it  was  to  prevent  the  trade  failing  into  the 
hands  of  foi^igners.  In  1817  the  company  was  dissolred,  and  the 
Atmmcans  and  Dutch  entered  &eely  into  competition  for  the  sup* 
ply  of  Holland  and  Belgium  with  tea,  ̂ 'the  duties  (as  Mr. 
Masterson,  the  vice  consul  at  Rotterdam,  says)  being  so  low^  that 
on  importsitions  by  Dutch  and  foreign  flags,  it  is  only  about  an  Eng- 

lish penny  on  the  lower  prices,  and  on  the  higher  prioes  nothing/' 
Mr.  Ma^terson  delivered  into  the  House  of  Commons  a  table, which 
deixumstrated  that  although  there  was  the  greatest  competition, 
the  greatest  abundance,  and  the  lowest  possible  price,  lower  even, 
sometim^^  than  it  could  be  bought  at  Canton^  yet  the  consump- 

tion, of  tea  did  not  increase ;  although,  according  to  theory,  it  ought 
to  have  done  so.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  trade  has  not 
only  been  carried  on  without  profit,  but  at  considerable  loss ;  that 
of  the  Dutch  being  two  million  of  florins  within  four  years. 

By  comparing  the  first  three  years,  with  the  last  three  years  of 
the  Dutch  trade,  the  decrease  will  be  found  to  amount  to  122,83 1 
quarter  chests ;  and  in  1830  there  were  no  ships  sent  to  China. 
The  Dutch  consul,  in  an  address  to  the  governor  of  Canton,  in 
1829,  (when  there  were  the  following  ships  in  China :  the  "  Peter 
and  Karr'  of  300  tons ;  the  "  Teemanshop  -/'  the  "Charlotte''  of 
150  tons ;  and  the  "  Experiment "  of  188  tons,  trading  to  Java ; 
while,  so  long  ago  as  1747>  there  were  six  large  Dutch  vessels  at 
Canton ;  and  in  1789  there  were  five,  all  of  large  burthen),  says, 
"  For  many  years  the  trade  of  Holland,  with  the  empire  of  China, 
was  considerable,  many  ships  annually  came,  bringing  goods  from 
Holland,  or  its  colonies,  but  the  principal  object  was  always  to  pur- 
d^e  cargoes  entirely  the  production  of  China ;  aifed  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  no  difficulties  have  ever  existed  between  the  two  coun- 

tries. Formerly,  our  connexion  was  advantageous  to  both  parties, 
but  since  the  expenses,  and  the  duties  whixdi  are  demanded  on  our 
ships  and  our  merchandise,  whether  imports  or  exports,  have  con- 

siderably increased,  the  Cohong  has  not  preserved  the  merchants 
which  the  government  had  fixed,  from  whence  it  results  that  com- 
merce  has  become  limited,  and  its  advantages  less ;  and  insensibly 
that  of  Holland  has  so  much  diminished  that  it  has  become  almost 

nothing." The  Dutch  are  now  trying  to  cultivate  tea  in  Java,  and  by  an 
official  return  the  export  of  Java  tea  to  Holland,  for  the  year  end- 

ing June,  1846,  is  992^0  pounds.  I  was  told  at  Java  last  year 
that  the  plantations  are  in  fine  order  and  being  increased,  but  the 
tea  is  said  to  be*  of,  inferior  quality,  and  grown  and  manufactured 
at  considerjEible  expense. 

Denmark  next  presents  itself  to  observation,  as  the  Danes  have 
been  consumers  of  tea  since  the- commencement  of  the  last  century ; 
at  one  time  they  exported  a  large  quantity  of  tea  from  Canton, 
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viz.:  from  1767  to  1786,64,305,812  pounds,  and  firom  4781^-to 
1806,  21,042,101  pounds ;  decrease  on  twenty  years  42,884,711. 
The  duty  is  extremely  low,  viz. :  two  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  the 
sale  price  according  to  Mr.  Consul  FenwicVs  report,  dated  Elsinore, 
December,  1828,  was,  for  bohea,  20d. ;  congou,  28d.  to  SOd. ;  and 
souchong,  sod.  to  32dF.  per  pound.  Here,  also,  we  do  not  find  the 
consumption  to  have  at  all  increased,  but  the  yery  contrary : — 

lbs. 
In  April,  1826,  the  stock  of  teas  of  different  kinds 

on  hand  in  Denmark  was  .....     484^000 
In  1827,  there  was  a  direct  supply  of    .        .  717,000 

Total   l^l,O0a 

,  f>   ■    * 

In  September,  1828,  after  the  sale  which  supplied  * 
the  market  until  the  ensuing  spring,  there  was 
on  hand  ........      685,000^ 

The  consumption,  therefore,  for  four  years  was       .      516,000^ 
Or  yearly        129,00(y 

There  was  consequently,  in  1828,  sufficient  tea  in  Denmark  iot 

nearly  five  years'  consumption.  It  is  a  marked  indication  of  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  carefully  attending  to  the  importation 
of  a  foreign,  and  indeed  an  artificial  article,  such  as  that  of  tea, 
that  in  some  countries  in  Europe  the  use  of  tea  was  formerly 
considerable,  even  when  its  price  was  great,  and  the  difficulty  in 
procuring  it  enhanced ;  but  now  when  freight,  insurance,  &cJ,  is 
low,  and  tea  exceedingly  cheap,  the  importation  is  so  extra- 

ordinarily lessened.  Sweden  ofi*ers  a  confirmation  of  this  remark. 
The  Swedish  exports  of  tea  from  Canton,  from  1767  to  1786,  were 
60,960,475  pounds;  from  1787  to  1806,  21,208,423  pounds;  de- 

crease on  twenty  years,  39,752,052  pounds.  At  present,  I  believe, 
there  is  very  littk  tea  imported.  .  The  Swedes,  perhaps,  thought 
as  the  poet  did  in  the  two  concluding  lines  of  the  following  extract 
from  the  ̂ '  Dessert,"  a  poem  published  in  1819 : — 

''  Enliyening,  mild,  and  sociable  tea, — 
Scandal-compelling  green,  pekoe,  bohea ; 
Without  thee  once  philosophy  could  write. 

And  wisdom's  page  the  moral  pen  indite ; 
Without  thee  Thamosthetes  their  laws  enacted. 
Without  thee  thought  and  taught,  and  dreamt  and  acted; 
With  this  celestial  gift,  how  strange  that  we 
Should  neither  better  eat  nor  drink,  nor  think  nor  see." 

At  Trieste  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  there  was  compara- 
tively a  large  importation  of  tea  from  Canton,  viz. :  from  1779  to 

1783,  6,449,170  pounds. 

J 
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'Hie  Bfitisfi  consul  at  Trieste,  writing  in  1828  to  the  foreign  de- 
partment, relative  to  the  consumption  of  tea  there,  says : — 

*^  The  consumption  of  tea  in  this  government  is  so  insignificant 
«s  to  warrant  the  assertion  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  considered  as 
anx>bject  of  trade.  It  is  used  more  as  a  medicine  than  as  a  neces- 

sary article  of  subsistence,  or  an  agreeable  beverage,  except  by  the 
English  families  here  resident  and  a  few  others  in  the  higher 
circles. 

''  The  importation  in  British  vessels  is  limited  to  small  parcels 
brovghi  fay  masters  of  ships,  and  I  am  credibly  informed  has  not 
amounted  to  1,000  pounds  during  the  last  nine  years,  the  period 
I  have  been  in  office.  A  more  considerable  quantity  (about  8,000 
podnds)^  was  imported  some  years  ago  in  an  American  ship,  and 
left  in  easimission  with  an  English  house  here ;  but  the  greater 
part,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  lowness  of  the  prices,  still  re- 

mains unsold,  and  I  am  assured  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
wli^}fi8a}e  buyers  could  be  found  for  it  at  a  reduction  of  thirty  per 

cent,'' ia  tli^  dty  and  liberties  of  Trieste,  which  is  a,  free  port,  and  also 
in  Istria,  as  being  beyond  the  line  of  custom-houses,  there  are  no 
dufies  on  tea  or  any  other  articles  of  merchandise.  There  was, 
indeed,  1ill  lately,  a  duty  of  one-half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  which 
has  now  ceased,  the  object  for  which  it  was  levied,  viz. :  to  pay  the 
debts  contracted  by  the  municipality  during  the  war,  being  accom- 
frfiAed.* 

The  consul  at  Leghorn  states  that  the  consumption  of  tea  in 
Tuacany  is  chiefly  confined  to  foreigners  who  reside  in  Florence 
and  Leghorn,  the  natives  only  using  it  medicinally.  In  Genoa 
the  consumption  is  a  few  hundred  pounds  weight ;  in  Mr.  Money, 

the  consul-general's  return,  I  find  the  following  statement  of  the 
totd  importation  into  the  Austrian  ports  of  the  Adriatic.f 
Towns.  Quantities  of  tea  imported. 

"Venice.'' — Have  not  averaged  more  than  two  cwt.  per  annum  in 
the  last  ten  years. 

"  Trieste." — About  five  cwt.  per  annum,  being  little  in  use  except 
by  British  residents. 

*'Fuime." — Do  not  exceed  from  100  to  150  lbs.  per  year. 
"  Ragusa." — Very  inconsiderable. 

In  the  foregoing  mentioned  States  tea  is  cheap,  there  are  little 
or  no  duties.  Prom  Palermo,  the  consul-general  writes,  ̂ ^the 
consumption  of  tea  in  the  Island  of  Sicily  is  very  triflmg,  about 
twenty  chests  per  annum,  the  Sicilians  seldom  make  use  of  it, 
except  in  illness  as  a  medicine,  and  that  of  a  very  inferior  quality. 
It  is  chiefly  imported  ff om  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  it  appears  from  the  two  years'  re* 

•  Consular  returns,  Hoasb  of  I«ords  Select  Cummittee,  Appendix  B.  page  125ft, 
f  Select  Committee  House  of  Lords,  Appendix.  D.  page  124S. 

VOL.  II.  M 
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tvnui  foifwiirded  hj  the  consul-general,  thei^  was  a;deei;ease  in 
1827  of  M19  lbs.  against  6,961  lbs.  in  1826.  i 

The  qnaatity  of  tea  exported  from  Canton  by  the  Pnwsians,  iras, 
in  ir88,  8,829,800  lbs. ;  yearly  diminishing  until  1808,  yfhm  it 
was  only  1,073,788  lbs.  After  1808  there  is  no  further  regular 
acooant  of  exportations,  and  I  only  find  casual  shipments,  deerea- 
sing  in  quantity.  In  1829  the  consul-general  at  Dftntsic  regsets 
it  is  not  in  his  power  to  get  any  information  of  the  tea  trade  there 
or  in  BerMn,  thafc  in  fact  there  is  no  wholesale  trade  in  teas. 

At  Frankfort,  the  consul-general  observes,  "  the  quantity  of  tea 
cannot  exactly  be  ascertained,  as  no  consumption  duty  is  levied^ 
tenpence  per  cwt.  not  deserving  that  denomination.^^ 

In  1817  the  consumption  was  380  cwt.,  and  in  1826,  112  cwt.* 
The  consul  thinks  that  about  100  cwt.  of  tea  is  consumed  by  a 

population  of  70,000  inhabitants  in  Frankfort,  but  he  adds,  this 
yaluation  cannot  serve  as  a  general  basis  for  Germany,  as  in  some 
parts  of  it  '  no  tea  is  drunk '  and  in  others  very  little,  the  people 
being  in  the  habit  of  drinking  coffee  for  breakfast,  and  beer  or 
wine  at  other  meals. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  the  temperament  of  the  French  na- 
tion would  have  made  them  extensive  consumers  of  tea.  Formerly, 

the  taste  in  this  particular  was  improving  and  extending,  and  at 
one  time  tea  found  its  best  market  in  France.  From  1783  to  1793 
the  IVench  exports  of  tea  from  Canton  amounted  to  15»1^3>1801bs. 
and  for  tihid  ensuing  ten  years  to  only  358,833  Ibs.^  a  decrease  of 
14,768>79«nbs. 

At -a  Inter  period  we  do  not  find  that  peace,  and  the  increasing 
prospenfy-of  the  people,  induced  them  to  drink  tea  extensivelyi 
althoitgh'tilei  duties:  OH;  ia^<;»!l;ation  scarcely  differed  on  a  foreign 
or  native  ship,  viz .:  about  twopence  per  pound. 

Thejtsaiim^orted.inta  France  from  1820  to  1834,  ranged  from 
80^d00:jtoir|%QQ0  kiUa^amiaest «  year.  At  present  the  consum{H 
tK»t];:t8)akbPCi(^  q(}t]^&AdLta  ili^ei  Eoiglish  resid^its  in  France. 

Theoonsul  At: Bremen  states,  ̂ ^that  the  consumption  of  tea  is 
iooon^hAersiUtet  theire,  occupying  a  small  portion  of  shiproom/^ 

At  Lubeek  ̂ Hhere  is  no  wholesale  trade  in  tea,  and  but  a  very 
irregular  one  in  the  retail  liae.^'  (consul's  report.)  The  commeroe 
of  ̂ ussiia  with  China  will  be  given  in  the  descriptipn  of  Kiacbta. 
;  Sir  Dftoiel  Bfi^ley,  the  consul-general  at  St.  Petersburgb,  in  his 

despatch  to  (governments  18tii  December,  iSiS^  states  tji^ati  "6^w 
the 'most  aiitibiontic  sources  of  informf^tion  he  has  had  fiqcess  to,  it 
appearr  that  ,the  importation  of  tea  into  the  Eassiw  f^pire  luts 
been,  from  1884  to  18S7,  poQds  680,831,  of  which  thf  exjports  were 

poods  3,843l  Hhe  average  annual  impoarta  were.^o^  144,097*^' 
.=ttEnglMh  5„187,496  lbs.,  value  Jga48,346.      ̂  

'  '  **  T^lie  only  two  years  given'  in  the  cbnsulatr  retilrrn. 
'         •  '  t  A  killogramme  13  15»4M  grains  aVoiniapoiii  .  ' 
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The  eiqp^rt  of  tea  from  Canton^  in  United  States'  vessels,  was,  in 
1843.44,  of  green  tea  10,131,887  lbs.,  of  black  tea  4,125,627  lbs. 
=14,%r>864.  In  1844-45  the  export  rose  to  20,751,683  lbs.  The 
du^  levied  for  some  years  in  America  has  been  nominal,  but  the 
consumption  of  tea  has  not  been  increased. 

The  average  annual  consumption  of  China  tea  in  different  ooan». 
tries,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  now,  in  round  numbers. 
thus : — 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
British  North  America  and  West  Indies 
Australasia,  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  &c. 
British  India  and  Eastern  Islands 

lbs. 

45,000,000 
2,600,000 
2,500,000 
2,000,000 

Total  in  the  British  empire    52,000,000 

7,000,000 
10,000,000 

500,000 
150,000 

1,000,000 
200,000 

250,000 
500^000 
100,000 

5®,000 
500^000 

Total  consumption  in  foreign  o^naa^^es    ̂ ,S&OjO0O 

United  States  of  North  America 
Russia 
France  and  Colonies  . 
Hanse  Towns,  &c. 
Holland  and  its  Colonies 
Belgium    . 

Denmark,  Sweden  and  Norway 
The  German  States   . 
Spain  and  Portugal    . 
Italian  States    . 
Soutfi  American  States 

J  I  (    *  ̂  

Thus,  the  English  consume  more  thaaa  twice 'the  quantity  of 
t^a  Ifhat  is  consumed  by  all  the  other  cotittto[tks,'l^t^s^]iig^ 
and  Japan.  It  will  be  seen,  on  i&ktriAg  gBiktmiiy  t&^iibk^  Oautea 
Price  Currents,  that  the  cost  price  of  tea  bM  increased  in  Canton 
since  the  abolition  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  niet  untU. 
February  and  March  1845,  did  prices  fall.  Anincreas^di'demand 
in  China  has  always  caused  an  enhanced  price. 

The  large  amount  of  tea  consumed  in  Europe  and  Aiseriea,  is 
chiefly  grown  south  of  the  Great  Yangtzekang  M^t ;  tftld  whole 
region  lying  between  the  27th  and  31st  degrees  of  north  latilmde, 
and  from  the  sea-coast  inland  for  five  to  six  hundred  miles,  may  be 
considered  capable  of  producing  tea;  but  the  most  favou^d  region 
is  the  generailjr  sterile  hilly  province  of  Fokein,  and  the  provinces 
of  Keang-soo  and  Che-keang,  between  the  25th  and  31st  degrees 
of  north  latitude*  This  territory,  which  extends  over  350  to  400 
square  miles,  is  composed  principally  of  the  debris  of  a  coarse 
granite  and  of  a  ferruginous  sandstone,  crumbling  into  decay,  but 
when  well  comminuted  and  irrigated,  yielding  sufficient  nutriment 

M  2 
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Imt  4he  liaidy  iM  plants  (a  eamdlia^)  whose  qufJitioVf  Uke.  ̂ h^^f 
aiieited  l^  the  nature  of  the  hq^^  the  eteva^pxii  toe tiie  Yine^  are 

eUMUte^  and  tlte  lokr  inpeot  to  which  the  durub  is  subjeoted. 
It  is  generally  stated  that  green  and  black  tea  are  .p);oduced 

from  the  'shmbs  of  the  same  species,  with  a  slight  variety ;  the  leaf 
of  the  greeA  being  hunger  and  broader  than  that  of  the  Ua«k-^{t^e 
lormer  leaf  is  Tonnded — ^the  latter  elliptic,  flatter  and  more  coxlat 
<)eoas«  The  cnltiyation  in  different  soils,  the  picking  of  the  leaves 
at  different  stages  of  expansion,  and  the  subjecting  them  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree  of  heat  and  manipulation  in  drying,  is  the 
cause  of  considerable  variety ;  probably  the  same  difference  exists 
as  between  the  red  and  white  grape,  or  the  black  and  white  cur- rant. 

The  shrub  is  cultivated  with  great  care  firom  seeds,  then  planted 
in  quincunx  rows,  in  beds,  chiefly  along  the  sides  of  hills  with  a 
southern  aspect,  and  on  a  poor  gravelly  soil,  among  the  debri^  of 
decayed  granite  and  disintegrated  sandstone,  and  where  ̂ otI^Il$; 
else  will  grow,  and  it  is  used  for  hedge-rows  o^  boundaries.*     , 

The  height  varies  from  three  to  seven  feet,  and  it  h  yery  le^y- 
The  flower  resembles  the  wild  rose  or  briar  flower,  commoi^  in 
English  hedges  in  autmnm ;  the  seed  vessel  is  a  nut  of  the  ̂ z^  of 
a  4Bmall  hazel>  or  rather  like  the  castor-oil  nut,  but  rounder; 
three  red  kmrnels  Bjre  in  each  nut,  divided  by  capsules,  sgsid  from 

ihese  a  qmjuattity  of  oil>  termed  *'  tea  oil,"  is  extracted  and.  used  for 
^eommoD.  ^nrposite  by  the  Chinese.    Six  or  seven  seeds  ̂ re  put  into 
eaehhdileinTtfhetiplsuiiting;  in  twelve  or  eighteen  months  transplan- 
<  tatioB/>  takes.*  plao^,  aifed  about  the  third  year  the  leaves  are  first 
^pJfuokpdjfiatcjseifeiDL  yeai»  of  age  the  top  is  cut  almost  down  to  the 
ist^m,  (aa/>ff€mknem  Aq  with  old  currant  trees,)  and  a  more  leafy 
.'eefccf  siuBQtSfSJHQing  up  the  ensuing  year.    The  age  of  the  tree  is 
:tleka;lOfWB^^iitJ^»lSJa{dli^Fati<»lQf  probably  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 
Itisidn  ewi^eei^'and  blossoms  from  the  end  of  autumn  Jhro\fgh- 
vaut;>the)iBfinteriifai*iliih^^  The  leaves  are  dried  by  placing 
them;  firi^  in^fllit  baskbts  and  exposing  them  to  the  air,  and  a 

mademtod^ree  of  wm.    They  are  then  further  dried,  ̂ ^tatched,/' 
iui  thin  pans^jof  irony  heated  by  a  small  furnace  of  charcoal,  the 
leaves  bein^  kept  constantly  turned  round  by  the  hand,  and  rolled 
or ruhbed  bet/weauit^e  fingers  to  give  the  leaf  a  rounded  form; 
when  anffieientiy  fired  it  is  picked,  and  packed  for  Canton  in 
'^  chaps/'  of  100  to  1000  chests  eaoh  phop,  having  m^frked  on  it 
the  name  of  the  maker,  the  district  where  the  tea  is  grown,  its 
^ality,  dsite,  &e. 

A  visitor  to  the  tea  districts  sj^ys,  "  that  th^  worst  tea  is  found 
in  earth  of  a  yellow  colour ;  hut  care  mup^t  :be .  taken  to  have  the 
shrub  always  face  the  south;  it  theii  ajcquy:es.vig9Ui:.  and  bears 

*  I  foiind  the  tea  shrub  in  several  pafts  of  China,_  planted  as  6edge -rows,  or  fences 
to  fields  and  vegetable  gardens,  but  not  capable  of  producmgli  tea  which  would" i)e drunk  in  England.  ,  . 
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thrt^  yeWTA  afller  it  ifl  planted.  The  root  resembles  .muoli  that  of 

the'  peabh-tree ;  and  its  flowers  resembie  the  white  wild  rose»  The^ average  height  is  about  five  feet.  Seya».l  branekes  join  ti9g0-n 
the)^^  and  separate  towards  their  upper  extremities ;  it  is  not  unlike 
the  myrtle-tree  in  Europe.  In  autumn  the  tea^shrub  produoes.  ̂  
kind  of  fruit.  The  young  and  tender  branches  pcoduee  soft 
berries  of  a  green  colour  filled  with  yellow  grains.  On  othet 
brainches  this  fruit  is  as  large  as  a  Windsor  bean.  The  outer -rind, 
which  encloses  this  fruit  or  seed,  is  green,  smooith  and  thick. 
Under  the  second,  which  is  white  and  thinner,  is  a  tiiiyd  pellicle, 
exceedingly  fine,  that  covers  a  kind  of  nut  adhering  to  the  rind  by 
a  small  fibre,  from  which  it  derives  its  nourishment.  When  this 
jfruit  is  young  its  taste  is  rather  bitter ;  but  in  two  or  three  days 
after  it  Has  been  gathered,  it  lengthens,  changes  to  a  yellow  colour, 
appears  like  a  decayed  filbert,  becomes  oily  and  extremely  bitter. 

*rhe  chief  portion  of  fruit  found  on  the  tea-shrub  are  called  female 
fruit,  which  have  no  germ.  Those  that  have  a  germ,  if  they  are 
sown  will  prodiice  trees ;  but  the  Chinese  make  use  of  slips  ft>r 

raising  ̂ lants.^^ 
€opperis  not  used  in  the  preparation  of  any  description  of  tea ; 

iron  pans  are  solely  employed.  I  visited  a  ̂^  tea'  manuAkotary.^^  «t 
fbv^:'  mites  north  of  Canton,  where  about  500  hi  euy  women,  a.nd 
ch^rei)':vf^ere  engaged  in  converting  icoarse-lookitig^  orafiiset  ldav(^s, 
intb  seveM  sorts  of  ffreen  tea.  ̂   A  setfies  of  Idi^ge^iflatirp'on  >pajtis 
wei*e  placed  over  a  range  of  fhmaces,  hdated  by  ekarfmii  itt^aricMis 
degrees.  The  leaves  which  had  been  pr0v»Miti!jr^pi<^&/anldi6Qi<ted, 
were  then  placed  successively  iii  these  patis,  fayi(i|iai>lwb(ir'eiidi 
rolled  them  to  a  certain  extent.  After  passing  fotn^of ffif^ptosy^ 
small  quanty  of  turmeric  was  sprinkled  over>  •  &eN\liBasve9,<in  ;a:rpaii 
highly  heated,  and  in  the  next  pan,  a  bla6f  pomter^ieoii&paaed'ef 
Prussian  blue  and  gypsum  was  added,*  wfaiebgaiireiWdibliQateirg^ecn 
bloom  to  the  leaf,  which  formerly  had  beeui^i'ii^'JCkaigy  blaiekidr 
brown  hue.  The  tea  was  then  gradtiidlyl^obkdrin^lOTg&isbailow 
baskets,  then  placed  in  a  winnowing  machine  aiid  sifted:  ihtoi  dSf- 
ferent  sizes,  the  smaller  being  packed  and  sold*  fts'i^pciipdi^dar.or 
pearl  tea.  Thus  the  greatest  refuse  of  tea,  oKthe  leav^'^^hidu  had 
passed  through  the  tea  pots  of  the  Chinese,  w^ie  Converted'  into 
'*  gunpowder,  hyson,"  and  other  teas  for  exportation,  asi  ■  tili^  Chi- 

nese never  drink  green  tea.  The  proprietor  <)f  the  mknufaotbry 
told  me,  that  the  green  tea  thus  prepared  was  soM  td'^the  <Ameri-* 
cans,  who  consume  but  little  black  tea.  It  is  said  to  ibe  difficult' to 
detect  this  coloured  tea  from  the  pure,  and  as  the  Am^canS!  hme 
good  tea-tasters  at  Canton,  the  English  probably  receive  their 
share  of  tie' adtdteratedniunufacture.  '  ;  :    .: 

Thfe  liKrk^^nof!  te^  ̂ ii^  a  teify  iknperfect  criterion^  of  th«i»  quality, 
formerly  bohea  was  the  principal  tea  in  use,  now  the  title  desig- 

nates theiloweat  d^acripjtiupuji^ljblaak  tea.  It  may  b^' useful  to  in* 
dicate  the  designation  of  the  names  in  general  use.  i       :      ̂ 
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Bohea  is  an  English  comiption  of  the  words ''  Woo-e*'  ̂   Voa^ytiT 
and  "  BoA/Uy^^  some  hills  of  that  name  about  twelve  miles  in  etr* 
oumference  in  Fokein,  on  the  borders  of  Canton  prorinoe^  yielding 
a  common  tea  of  that  name,  which  is  gathered  three  times  a  year; 
it  is  called  by  the  ChinesCi  tacha,  (large  tea.) 

Congo  ttom  Congfoo^  "  laboorer/'  is  of  a  better  quality  tiian 
bohea,  less  dusly  and  with  a  rougher  and  more  astringent  flkyaor. 

Wo^ng  teas  are  so  called  from  a  district  of  that  name  in  Oan- 
ton  province,  and  when  mixed  with  bohea  form  Canton  bohea. 

Ankoif  a  coarse  tea  from  a  district  of  that  name.  Campoi  from 
Kiempor^  "  selected/'  it  is  a  stronger  tea  than  congo. 

Souche  or  Caper,  fix>m  Swangche,  **  double  preparation/'  or 
''  Choolan^'  fragrant  pearls. 

Souchon//  from  Seaore-chong,  "scarce  or  small — good  thing/^  it 
is  carefully  made  from  trees  three  years  old,  grown  in  good  soil; 
older  trees  in  a  similar  situation  produce  Congo ;  older  still  bohea, 
and  other  inferior  teas.  There  are  different  sorts  of  Souchong,  and 
it  is  not  easy  to  get  this  tea  pure  and  good  in  England.  The  leaf 
has  an  agreeable  fragrancy  somewhat  like  new-made  hay;  the  leaf 
is  crisp,  of  a  glossy  black  colour,  and  when  subjected  to  boiling 
water  of  a  rich  red  hue,  the  liquid  is  an  amber  brown. 

Peko  or  Peho  from  "  Pih,^  has  white  petals  or  hair,  so  called 
from  being  made  of  young  leares,  gathered  in  when  the  Uossovo- 
ing  is  over  spring/  when  there  is  a  whitish  hair  or  down  on  the 
le^.  The  tea  flowers  are  fragrant  mixed  with  the  leaf,  and  give  a 
fine  odour  and  flavour  to  the  tea. 

7k&ankay  from  'XSnikay,  a  district  where  the  tea  is  generally 
made ;  in  green  teas  it  coiresponds  in  quality  to  congo  among 
black  teas. 

Singh  from  '^  SungW*  a  mountain  in  G^anhwuy ;  both  these  teas 
have  large  flat  leaves,  and  are  not  much  rolled. 

Hyson  from  He-chuen,  "  genial  spring  or  first  crop,*'  when  the 
young  leaves  are  gathered. 

Hyson  skin,  Puha,  "  tea  skin.''  In  Chinese,  "  skin''  signifies  the 
refuse;  it  is  formed  of  the  leaves  rejected  in  the  preparation  of 
hyson.     The  dealers  in  London  give  it  the  name  of  ''bloom  tea. 

Young  hyson  fit)m  Yu^tseen,  "  before  the  rains."  It  is  a  very small  leaf. 

Gunpowder  is  the  picked  small,  well-rounded  hyson,  like  shot; 
it  is  also  called  pearl,  or  imperial  tea. 

The  different  teas  are  prepared  roughly  by  the  tea  farmers,  and 
then  taken  to  the  manufacturers  who  ''  tatche"  and  sort  the  teas, 
according  to  the  districts  in  which  they  are  grown,  the  variety 
and  age  of  the  tree,  the  size  and  quality  of  the  h»f,  &c»  Th® 
leaves  are  passed  through  sieves  of  sizes,  before  their  quality  ij 
determined.  The  judgment  of  the  manufacturer  in  selecting  «^^ 
sorting,  and  the  skill  of  his  workmen,  in  firing  or  ''  tatchi^ 
the  leaf,  is  of  the  first  consequence.    The  better  quality  teas  vte 
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ihfitr^  fi^queutly  roaBted,  and  each  loaf  separately  ixdled*-  The 
finest  descriptions  do  not  reach  England ;  the  Mandarins  pay  high 
prices  for  those  teas,  their  flavour  is  delicate  and  atimukat.  Th^ 
prodnctiou  of  tea  for  the  use  of  the  Chinese  higher  and  middle 
classes  must  be  considerable^  as  it  is  used  at  every  naeal ;  it  if^ 
however,  generally  of  an  inferior  quality. 

''  Brick  tea,''  used  throughout  western  Asia,  is  made  in  Fokein 
ddefly ;  dirty,  damaged  tea-leaves  and  stalks,  are  mixed  with  a  glu- 

tinous substance,  pressed  into  moulds  and  dried  in  ovens.  It  is 
drunk  by  the  Tartars  by  pounding  and  mixing  it  witli  salt  and 
milk ;  and  sometimes  made  into  broth  with  flour,  or  fried  in  oil. 

The  tea  found  in  Russia,  conveyed  by  land  and  river  carnage 
thither,  is  said  to  be  superior  to  the  tea  generally  used  in  England. 
This  may  be  owing  to  the  leaf  being  less  fired.  Many  of  the 
finest  teas  drunk  in  China,  would  not  bear  five  or  six  months 
stowage  in  the  hot  and  humid  atmosphere  of  the  hold  of  a  ship, 
and  therefore  the  teas  conveyed  to  Europe  by  sea,  are  required  to 
be  dried  and  fired,  to  a  degree  which  must  injure  their  quality. 

Teas  that  I  drank  at  Foochoo,  Ningpo,  and  Shanghai,  were 
not  highly  dried,  and  had  a  very  delicate  flavour  when  drank  in 
the  Chinese  way,  without  milk  or  sugar,  but  these  teas  could  not 
b^  preserved  more  than  a  few  months.  The  Chinese  say,  that  the 
high-dried  supericHr  black  teas  improve  in  flavour,  by  being  closely 
packed  in  air-tight  leaden  eases  for  one  or  two  years.  Some  of 
the  finest  teas  in  China,  scarcely  colonr  the  wator,  and  the  prepa- 

ration consists  solely  in  pouring  boiling  water  on  a  fimall  quantity 
of  the  leaves  placed  in  a  tea-cup,  fitted  with  a  dose  cover.  Among 
the  highest  classes,  a  silver  strainer  is  plaeed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
tea-cup.  Tea  made  up  into  balls,  or  compressed  into  the  form  of 
l»ick8  or  flat  cakes,  is  exported  to  Tartary,  Tibet,  Bi^rmah,  &c., 
and  boiled  with  milk^  constitutes  an  agreeable  and  stdmulatiiig 
beverage. 

The  constituent  properties  of  tea  are, 
Black.  Green. 

Tannin    406  —  346 

Vegetable  albumen     ....  6*4  —  5*7 
Mucilage    6*3  —  5*9 
Insoluble  fibre    448  —  51-3 
Loss    20  —  2-5 

The  tannin  blackens  salts  of  iron.  The  proportions  of  tannin 
must  vary  with  the  quality  of  the  tea.  A  salifiable  base  named 
**  theine,^'  in  regular  colourless  crystals,  has  been  obtained  from tea. 

The  ashes  of  bhiek  and  green  teas,  yield  silex,  carbonate  of  lime, 
magnesia,  and  ehloraret  of  potash.  In  distillation,  tea  yields  a 
volatile  oil,  and  according  to  some,  a  small  quantity  of  resin  solu- 
We  in  alcohol,  aaad  possessing  the  odour  of  tea.  The  effects  of  tea 
on  the  •  human  system  are  first  stimulant,    and  then  narcotic, 



according  to.  the  alareagth  of  the  beverage.  In  modei&tioi^'tc&k 
an.eiceljmt  diluent,  it  promotes  digestion  and  stimulates  the  re*- 
U^l  ̂ auds.  The  constant  use  of  tea^  however^  in  large  qoantitieSy 
especially  by  persons  living  on  a  poor  vegetabk  diet^  is  not  favofur- 
able  to  physical  strength  or  nervous  energy ;  and  to  persons  en-^ 
gaged  in  sedentary  employments,  and  imperfectly  alimented,  the 

^equcnt  imbibing  of  ''  tannin^'  has  a  decided  and  manifest  pmii- cious  effect.  How  far  the  excessive  use  of  strong  tea  in  China,  by 
alternately  elevating  and  depressing  the  nervoua  system,  may  hsive 
led  to  the  craving  desire  for  opium  as  a  counter  stimulant,  is  de<* 
serving  p{  consideration.  Certain  it  is,  that  strong  coffee  (coffeine) 
among  the  Turks  and  Persians ;  and  strong  tea,  (theine)  are  simi- 

lar in  their  elementary  qualities;  and  among  the  Chinese  are 
followed  or  preceded  by  the  use  of  opium,  or  similar  delete- 

rious stimulating  narcotics.  It  is  stated  that  in  the  mannfactnr-' 
ing  districts  of  Great  Britain,  where  tea  is  very  largely  consumed 
at  all  meals,  opium  is  now  being  introduced. 

A  statesman  is  bound  to  watch  apparently  minute  and  remote 
causes  in  their  operating  influence  on  the  character  of  a  nation, 
and  to  look  more  to  the  jnreservation  of  the  physical  str^sgth  and 
moral  power  of  a  people,  than  to  any  imaginary  increase  of  revenoe 
or  trade  from  one  brancJi.  of  commerce.  Since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  century^  tea  has  increased  in  consumption  per  head 
in  Great  Britain  more  than  sugar,  wine,  tobacco,  malt,  &c.,  and  it 
now  amounts  to  more  than  two  pounds  per  annum  for  each  person 
capible  of  using  the  lea^.  Twenty^ight  million  people  in  the  IFnited 
Kingdom  consume  double  the  quantity  of  tea  that  is  used  by  the 
whole  population  of  Europe,  (including  Eussia)  North  and  South 
America,  Africa^  ̂ nd  -A^ia,  (/exclusive  of  China  and  Japan)  although 
the  duties,  in  thos^  countries  are  lower,  or  as  in  the  United  States 
niL  It  is  asserted  that  if  the  government  reduced  the  duty  on 
tea,  a  dimiRVition  of  price  would  follow,  and  cause  still  larger  con- 

sumption of  tea  i^  England*  But  low  prices,  if  such  be  desired, 
would  probably  not  be  obtained  by  any  reduction  of  the  govern- 

ment revenue ;  other  causes  will  operate  in  the  reduction  of  price. 
Competition  among  the  European  merchants  at  Canton,  and  the 
necessity  for  selling  cotton  goods  and  other  manufactures,  for 
which  tea  is  received  in  barter,  has  tended  to  maintain  for  that 
commodity  high  prices,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  opening  of  ports 
contiguous  to  the  tea  districts  will  materially  reduce  the  prime 
cost.  Mj^«  Consul  Alcock  informed  me  at  Foochoo,  that  he  ascer- 

tained tea  cauld  be  shipped  from  that  port  at  20  per  cent,  less 
than  the  Canton  prices.  Some  tea  has  been  shipped  from  Ningpo 
and  several  cargoes  &om  Shanghai  direct  for  England.  The  ship- 

ments from  the  latter  named  port,  will  probably  increase,  in 
return  for  the  large  quantities  of  British  manufactures  sent 
thither.  Competition  will  thus  take  place  with  the  Cantonese,  and 
the  sale-price  be  lowered  materially.     Considerable  efforts  have 
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bee®  made  by  the  Chinese  and  former  Hong  merchants  at  Canton; 

to'confine  the  foreign  tea  trade  to  that  city,  and  in  this  thejr  htitie 
been  aided  not  only  by  the  possession  of  lai^  capital,  enabling' them  to  make  contracts  with  and  advances  to  the  tea  cultivators 
and  mannfacturers,  but  also  byan  extensive  credit,  which  assists  them 
to-  take  off  and  dispose  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  our  manu« 
faotmres,  by  the  routine  of  old  established  channels  of  business 
which  are  not  easily  changed,  and  also  by  the  promulgation  of  offl- 
dai  documents  and  edicts,  arising  partly  from  the  imperial  policy 
of  keeping  foreigners  at  the  extremity  of  the  empire,  and  partly 
from  a  fear  of  losing  the  transit  and  other  duties  which  tea  pays, 
during  its  conveyance  from  Fokien  and  Chekeang  to  Canton. 

Tea  will  ultimately  be  shipped  from  the  most  convenient  port, 
liffiBr  to  the  place  x)f  growth,  when  our  merchants  are  permitted  to 
carry  on  a  free  and  unrestricted  intercourse  with  China,  which 
would  b3  far  more  beneficial  for  the  Chinese  than  for  ourselves. 
Chusan  produces  considerable  quantities  of  superior  tea,  which  is 
sent  unmanufactured  to  Ningpo  and  other  places,  for  the  use  of 
the  Mandarins.  Were  Chusan  or  some  contiguous  island  a 
Bntish  possession,  tea  would  be  brought  from  different  parts  of 
iha  adjacent  tea  coast,  and  there  shipped  for  England  at  a  reduced 
cost.  It  is  not  policy  or  interest  to  maintain  the  tea  trade  at  Can- 

ton, on  the  contrary  we  ought  to  prosecute  this  valuable  commerce 
in  ithe  northern  ports. 

There  have  latterly  been  considerable  fluctuations  in  the  price  of 
tea,  in  consequence  of  extravagant  speculations*  About  the 
month  of  June  1839,  when  the  intelligence  reached  England  of 
Commissioner  Lin  having  issued  prohibitory  edicts  agkinst  opium 
smuggling,  speculation  began  in  tea,  and  was  prineipsdly  sustained 
by.  the  operations  of  a  wealthy  retired  opium  dealer ;  congou  rose 
from  1^.  to  1*.  5rf.  per  poimd,  and  this  description  of  tea  became 
the  regulating  price  for  all  other  teas.  On  the  1st  August,  news 
of  trade  being  stopped  at  Canton  reached  London,  and  congou  ad- 

vanced to  Is.  Sd. ;  in  October  to  2s,,  in  consequence  of  Captain 

Elliotts  order,  that  no  British  ship  should  go  up  the  river  to  Can- 
ton. On  the  2nd  December  congou  rose  to  2s,  7rf.,  it  being  known 

that  hostile  measures  were  to  be  forthwith  adopted  towards  China. 
The  stock  of  tea  on  hand  in  England  31st  December,  1839,  was 
62,500,000  pounds,  and  the  quantity  delivered  for  1839  was 
32,366,412.  On  the  16th  January,  1840,  the  speech  from  the 

throne  announced  that  Her  Majesty's  government  considered  the 
dispute  with  China  national;  and  the  price  of  congou  rose  to  3^.  2d, 
per  pound.  The  rumour  of  a  treaty  being  arranged  by  Captain 
Elliot,  brought  down  prices  to  2s.  9rf.,  but  on  the  refusal  of  Lin 
to  ratify  it,  they  rose  to  3*.  2d. ;  on  the  arrival  of  tea  taken 
out  of  American  ships  at  Hong  Kong,  and  permission  to  land  it, 
price  fell  to  2*.  Sd.,  but  rose  on  the  11th  March,  1840,  to  3*.  2d. 
on  rumours  that  a  declaration  of  war  against  China  had  been 
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iisiied  by  the  Groyemor-general  of  India,  in  the  same  of  the  Bvi* 
tifih.  govemment.  When  it  was  known  that  no  declaration  of  ̂war 
had  been  iMued^  prices  fell  to  2s,  Thus  the  fluctuation  proceeded, 
affected  hj  every  true  intelligence,  or  false  reports  artfolly  pro- 

mulgated. At  the  close  of  1 840,  the  stock  on  hand  was  46,500>060 
pounds,  and  the  quantity  delivered  for  home  consumption  during 
the  year,  was  35,136,232  pounds ;  the  highest  prices  dnnug  the 
year  8#.  3d.,  lowest  1«.  lid,  per  pound.  Throughout  the  year 
1841  the  speculations  were  continued ;  almost  eyery  day  produdiig 
&  new  rumour,  and  a  rise  or  fall.  On  the  17th  August  a  dated  let* 
ter  was  inserted  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Herald  and  ChiH)niele^ 
which  was  said  to  have  been  received  from  a  man,  on  the  27th 
April,  and  put  on  board  the  Bombay  steamer,  after  the  mail  and 
other  despatches  had  been  embarked.  In  this  letter  it  was  as- 

serted, that  the  Emperor  had  ordered  the  destruction  of  all  teas, 
and  that  the  order  was  rigidly  obeyed,  that  hostilities  had  recHxm- 
menced,  and  that  not  1,000  chests  of  tea  had  found  thdr  way  to 
the  outercoasters  by  smuggling.  The  fraud  raised  prices  imme- 

diately, but  they  fell  again  on  the  discovery  of  the  forgery.  On 
the  31st  August  the  stock  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  reduced  to 
29,000,000  pounds,  the  lowest  which  had  taken  place,  and  this 
aided  the  rage  foar  speculation.  The  siege  of  Canton,  its  aurrender, 
the  local  truce>  indemnity  of  6,000,000,  &o.  caused  large  operations 
in  what  were  termed  ̂ ^  time  bargains :''  a  gambling  called  "  puts 
and  calls''  arose;  one persob purchasing  from  another  the  right  of 
buying  or  selling  to  him  at  a  certain  price  a  defined  quantity  of 
tea  on  a  given  day.  The  announcement  that  although  we  were 
at  war  on  the  east  aad  north  coasts  of  China,  the  truce  was  to  esdst 
with  Canton^  and  trade  to  proceed  as  usual,  almost  ̂ itirely 
checked  the  apeoidatioii  in  November  and  Decemba?  1641.  On 
the  3Ist  December  1841,  the  stock  on  hand  was  36,000,000  pounds, 
and  the  quiaatity  delivered  for  home  consumption  was  32,262>906 
pounda.  Prices  nmged  for  congou  from  Is.  4j^€^.  to  2^.  9e^.,  doriiig 
1842 ;  speculation  was  slow  and  cautious,  but  the  market  nearly 
resumed  its  u^rual  steady  operations,  and  prices  fell  to  1^.  5rf.,  on 
the  arrival  on  the  22nd  November  of  the  Treaty  of  Nankin.  The 
quantity  consumed  for  the  year  was  about  36,000,000  pounds^  and 
the  stock  on  hand  was  34,(KX>,000,  the  range  of  prices  was  Is,  5rf. 
to  28.  per  pound  for  congou. 

Probably,  at  no  period  since  the  celebrated  Mississippi  scheme,  was 
there  ever  greater  and  more  prolonged  speculation  in  one  article. 
Expresses  were  established  between  Marseilles  and  London ;  large 
sums  paid  for  early  official  information ;  newspapers  feed  for  pro- 

mulgating false  intelligence ;  at  Garraways  tiie  speculators  con- 
tinued their  gambling  in  tea  throughout  the  evening,  and  for  a 

part  of  the  night ;  the  monied  interest  was  transferred  from  the 

Stock  Exchange  to  the  Jerusalem  Coflfee-house  and  to  GhURraWfffs' 
mftrt  j  the  mania  spread  into  the  country  among  wholesale  and  retail 
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deiderft<  in  tea^  and  fortunes  were  lost  and  made  -with  marveHons 
rapidity;  The  usual  results  ensued ;  the  steady  pursuit  of  trade 
was  abandoGEied  for  the  wildest  gamblings  men  who  rose  wealthy 
in.  the  morning  were  beggars  at  night ;  and  suicide,  bankruptcy, 
aiid  ruin  to  many  a  hearth  and  home  closed  the  sum. 

'It  behoves  goyemment  to  avoid  interfering  with  the  routine  into 
which  the  trade  has  now  subsided ;  some  persons  still  hold  inferior 
teas,  almost  rubbish,  that  were  purchased  at  enormously  high 
prices  dtiring  the  speculation.  Their  only  prospect  of  sale  is  a  re- 

duction of  the  duty,  and  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  lowering  the 
dtity,  by  admitting  inferior  teas  at  a  lower  customs^raie.  These 
persons  and  their  agents,  are  therefore  very  clamorous  for  an  alter- 

ation in  the  duty  to  suit  their  purposes.  £ut  government  can 
iDok  only  to  the  public  interests,  and  these  were  considered  as  best 
served  by  an  uniform  rate  of  duty,  on  all  teas  entered  after  the 
1st  July,  1836. 

It  was  attempted  in  1834,  when  the  trade  with  China  was 
thrown  open  by  the  abolition  of  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company,  to  levy  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  1  j.  6^.  per  pound  on  bohea ; 
2».  2d.  per  pound  on  congou ;  Ss,  per  pomid  on  souchong,  &c. 
^niis  was  deemed  preferable  tothcmode  adopted  previous  to  1834, 
viK.,  ninety-six  per  cent,  on  all  teas  sold  at  or  ismder  2s.  per  pound ; 
and  100  per  cent,  on  all  teas  sold  above  2s*  per  pound.  But  the 
very  discriminating  duty  on  bohea,  congou,  &c.,  was  after  two 

years'  trial  found  impracticable ;  and  in  1886  the  uniform  rate 
of  Us,  Id.  per  pound  on  all  descriptions  of  tea  was  levied,  which 

with  the  additional  five  -per  cent,  imposed  in  184b,  makes  the  toti^l 
duty  now  levied  per  pound,  2s,  2d.  and  a  frac5tioia«  • 

The  present  system  of  an  uniform  duty  on  all  teas,  'Was  adopted 
at  the  urgent  request  of  the  tea*brokers  and  tea«>dealers  in 
Bnglaad,  and  it  is  impossible  to  examihe  impartially  the  evidence 

-Ukeai  before  the  Select  Committee  of  Pasrliament  appointed  6th 
Manf,  1884,  to  inquire  into  the  expadieney  bfestaUishifig  one  fixed 
rate  of  duty,  without  seeing  the  justice  of  euch  a  proceeding,  no 
less  for  the  interest  of  the  public  than  for  the  advantage  of  the 
revenue.  Sir  George  Staunton,  who  was  on  the  Committee  and 
possessed  the  largest  information,  truly  observed  that  he  believed 
the  present  system  of  a  rated  duty  had  not  the  support  of  a 
single  individual  who  ever  was  in  China.  Moreover,  any  rated 
duty  as  to  quality  or  price,  would  exceedingly  disturb  the  simpli- 

city with  which  the  tea  trade  is  now  conducted  at  Canton,  where 
ihe  merchant  is  unfettered  in  his  purchases  by  any  other  con- 
sideratioa  than  the  intrinsic  goodness  of  the  leaf  he  is  buying. 
If  two  or  more  rates  of  duty  were  levied  in  England,  inferior 
qualities  of  tea  would  be  produced,  whereas  when  the  duty  is  alike 
on  all  t^s  good  or  bad,  the  merchant  finds  it  his  interest  to  ex- 

pert only^  the  good» 
The  ioansnmption  of  tea  in  ibe  United  Kingdom  is  estimated  at 
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4>5,000j000  poands  yearly ;  and  sold  at  an  arerage  prite to'i^ consnmcr  of  is.  6a.  per  pound,  the  money  expended  for  tea  is 
nearly  ten  milliona  sterling. 

The  expenditnre  of  thiB  snm  is  distributed  as  follons,  in  round 
numbers: —  £ 
Net  cost  of  45,000,000  pounds,  average  1«.  per  pound  2,250,000 

£.<iport  duty  in  Cbina  3-47  doUara  per  peciU,  or  Hd. 
per  pound,  about   280,000 

Shipping  chaises,  &c.  in  China        ....  25,000 
Freight,  &c.  China  to  England,  about  id.  per  pound  875,000 
Insurance  a  half-penny  per  pound  .         .         .  93,000 
Commission  about  one  farthing  pet  pound        .         .  46,000 
Tasting  charges,  fee.  about  one-eighth  of  a  penny  per 

pound    23,000 
Interest  for  six  months  on  8,000,000   at    five  per 

cent    73,000 

Total  outlay  in  China   ^'1*^'^ 
Profit  to  exporters  in  Cbina  (about  12  per  cent.)       .  800,000 
Landing  charges,  &c.  in  England  .         ,         .  ^,000 

Cost  price  in  bond  in  England  ....     £3,500,000 
Duty  received  by  gorenrment  at  2s.  2Jrf.  per  pound 

about      .        ....        .        .        .       4j920,000 

£8,420,000 Profit  divided  among  tea-brokers,  wholesale  and  re- 
tail dealcovi  ftki.  np^ards  of  40  per  cent.    .        .       1,580,000 

Total  outlay  by  British  public  for  tea,  at  4».  Gd.  per  lb.  £10,000,000 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  tea  has  now  reached  the  limit  of 
consumption  in  £uglan,d,  and  that  any  reduction  of  taxation,  (even 
if  such  reduction  went  not  into  the  pockets  of  the  tea  merchantjs 
and  tea  dealers,}  vould  not  augment  the  use  of  this  innutritious 
leaf. 
A  financier    knows   that   there  are  some   articles,   viz.,   salt, 

lot  be  increased  in  use  beyond  a  given  ex- 
lution ;  and  tea,  which  must  be  used  alone, 
^  sugar  and  other  articles  be  mixed  with 
1  this  category, 
a  duties  from  2s, 
revenue  one-bnl 
;e  to  the  couaumt 
up  about  two  n amount  on  some 

or  the  proposed  i 
le  use  of  tea  as  i 
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t^^^^yrlijiqli  may  decline  (as  Il&s  been  the  case  tbroi^g}iout  EaxQpe) 
^^  ̂ rapicUy  as  it  bas  arisen ;  that  the  rate  of  duty  l^vie^  shuts  out 
tea  of  a  very  inferior  quality ;  and  that  the  glutting  of  the  niqxke,t 

if^th  a  mrorthless  or  injuriously  adulterated  he^'hj  xnight  prod^ice 
a  nat^^nal  distaste^  especially  among  the  labouring  classes^  wit^ 

•y^^iur  coffee  is  a  preferable  stimulant^  and  cocoa  a  inQre^  nutritious 
beverage.  ,    . 
),  .Th^idea  that  by  reducing  the  price  of  teas  in  England  a  largely 

if^t^reased  consumption  woidd  take  place^  which  would  be  paid  for 
jl^^Bri^ish  manufactures^  is  I  think  fallacious^  and  it  is  wiser  to 
iif(^  and  see  the  effects  which  importing  teas  direct  from  Shang^ 
h^  tffifl  other  northern  ports  in  Cluna  may  have  in  reducing  the  cost 
price,  and  which  as  before  observed,  may  it  is  said  be  done  to  the 
^^nt  of  nearly  twenty  per  cent,,  as  compared  with  the  present 
Canton  prices.  If  this  reduction  take  place  in  the  prime  cost 
j£|jb),tl^  port  of  shipment,  the  government  will  be  enabled  to  ascer- 

tain iow  far  such  reduction  will  benefit  the  consumer  or  extend 
i^  ̂ nsumption  at  home.  On  a  mature  and  impartial  consir 
dfOl^tion  of  the  whole  subject^^  it  does  not  appear  politic,  or 
^vis^Jjle,  to  make  at  present  any  alterations  in  the  duties., 
neith^.as  regards  the  vital  interests  of  the  state,  which  cannot  afford 
%9  jeopardize  five  million  sterling  of  annual  revenue,  steadily  and 
economically  paid  into  the  British  exchequer,  nor  as  affects  the 
gpreat«bulk  of  the  nation,  who  as  consumers  would  derive  little  or 
no  benefit  in  the  price  of  an  article  suppUed  by  only  one  foreign 

^unt^^  and  who  may  as  well  pay  their  necessary  quota  of  tax- 
ation on  tea  as  on  any  other  article  subject  to  qu^tpp^i  or  excise 

^j^tiesL  {Signed)    ̂ .M^MAmmaMj^reamrer. 
—  —  China,  July^  1845. 

I  give  the  preceding  report  on  tea  ds'  transmitted  to  Her 
'  Majesty^s.  Government  from  China^  in  July,  1^^5^  excepting 
numerous  tabular  statements  *  in  support  or  hq^' views,  which, 
liowever,  it  would* be  too  expensive  for  m6' to  print.'  Nothing  that I  have  since  heard  has  induced  me  to  alter  the  opinions  I  formed 
in  China  on  this  subject — the  result  of  careful  examination,  un- 

biassed by  any  personal  advantage^  for  or  against  a  reduction  of 

the  duty.  My  work  on  the  "  Taooation  of  the  British  Empire,'* 
and  the  evidence  given  before  select  committees  of  Parliament, 
show  that  for  the  past  fifteen  years  I  have  strenuously  advocated  as 
an  act  of  justice  as  well  as  sound  policy,  the  reduction  of  taxation 
on  articles  of  nutriment  or  necessity,  which  enter  largely  into  the 
consumption  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  I  allude  more 
particularly  to  sugar^  malt^soap,  &a.  Tea  is  neither  a  nutriment 
nor  a  necessary  of  lif^, — ^its  use  does  not  improve  the  physical 
stamina  of  the  people^  in  fact,  it  acts  the  very  reverse,  by  its  in- 

jurious effects  on  the  nervous  system — unless  when  accompanied 
by  a  full  diet  of  animal  food,  and  fermented  liquors.    Again — the 
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positioii.  Mill  and  dimate  adapted  for  tlie  giowthof  tea  m  Ckank,  iB 
Umited,  and  no  Ittrge  quantity  of  drinkable  tea  conld  be  suddenlj 
obtained  is  China ;  any  reduction  of  duty  would  therefore  mt 
lessen  the  price  of  tea  to  the  consumer^ — ^it  vould  go  to  the 
beinefit  of  the  Chinese  and  European  dealers  in  the  artiele* 
Furthermore,  there  would  be  no  inconsiderable  risk  of  turning  the 
public  taste  from  tea,  if  an  inferior  article  were  largely  intro* 
duced,  as  has  been  the  case  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

The  true  remedy  for  our  deficient  trade  with  China,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  reduction  of  one  or  two  million  sterling  of  tea 
duties, — ^but  in  a  perfect  freedom  of  intercourse  with  China;  in 
£EUsilitiuss  of  access  to  the  interior  of  that  vast  country,  and  in  the 
aboliiion  of  the  pemiciotis  opium  traffic,  which  absorbs  the  money 
(£4,000,000  sterling,)  that  would  otherwise  be  devoted  to  the  jtnir- 
chase  of  British  manvfactures.  If  Her  Majesty's  Government  could 
afford  to  give  up  £2,000,000  of  annual  revenue — well  and  good  j — 
I  for  one  should  be  rejoiced  to  hear  that  our  merchants  in  China 
had  received  some  portion  of  this  advantage.  But  taking  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  into  consideration,  but  mostespeeidly 
the  precarious  state  of  the  imperial  revenues,  and  the  abeolutd 
necessity  of  preserving  Mth  widi  the  public  creditor,  especially  in 
the  present  critical  period  of  financial  and  commercial  transkion*^ 
it  seems  extremely  injudicious  for  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exdbequcflr 
to  attempt  at  present  any  sdteration  in  the  duty  levied  on  tea. 

■*<><— «i  ■  J 1 1 

»'i 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

OPIUM :.pKOe{R^»  AN©  EXTENT  OF  CONSUMPTiON<} 
INDI'VIDUi^.I/  iSND  ]*fATIONAL  EFFECTS;  IMPE- 

RIAL'EBICTS;  DENUNCIATION  BY  THE  GO  VEEN- 
MENT;.ltrS  SEIZUEE  AND  DESTRUCTION;  STATE 
OP  THE  TRAFFIC,  AND  UNCHRISTIAN  CONDUCT 
OF  ENGi4AND;. 

!•    ■        I. 

The  consumptidn  of'the  intoxieating  and  pernicious  drug  called 
opium,  i»  so  large  hi  China^  so  entirely  contortdband,  and  so  strongly 
denounced  by  the  insperial  goTiernment,  that  a  brief  notice  of  the 
events  that  arose  out  of  the  desire  of  the  Chinese  government  to 
suppress  the  traffic  will  be  necessary,  in  order  that  the  present 
state  of  Uie  trade  may  be  fully  understood  /  for  tiie  question  is  by 
no  means  a  settled  one  with  the  cabinet  ait  Peking,  and  it  is  Ut 
from  improbable,  that  the  opium  traffic  mfty  again  lead  to  a  wat 
between  Clmia  and  England* 
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Ppitm  mm  fiist  oisied  in  China  medicinally,  and  ft  small  quantity 
Vft9  g^wn  in  the  southern  province  of  Ynnnan.  It  is  probable, 
tbat^  fiiubseifiuent  to  the  Tartar  conquest  (a.d.  1644),  a  great  de*- 
te^ratioaii  of  morals  took  place  throughout  the  empire,  and  the 
complete  subjugation  and  despotism  exercised  by  the  conquerors 
d^royed  public  energy  and  private  enterprise,  leaving  to  the 
w^ealthier  classes  no  other  source  of  enjoyment  than  what  may  be 
temporarily,  but  dearly,  obtained  from  sensual  indulgence.  Tfai* 
is  also  saanifest  in  the  opium^consuming  countries  of  Turkey  and 
Persia;  indeed,  wherever  the  vital  and  ennobling  springs  of  human 
aotion  are  subdued,  baneful  passions  take  root,  and  among  a 
mf^erialifit-people  like  the  Chinese,  almost  devoid  of  religion,  and 
without  hope  of  the  future,  every  species  of  present  enjoyment 
necessarily  ensues.  The  fatally  delicious  intoxication  of  opium 
offered,  therefore,  a  transient  pleasure  and  oblivion  of  woes,  which 
it  was  diflicult  to  resist. 

Pre^ous  to  1767,  the  importation  of  the  drug  from  India  (which 
country,  and  Turkey,  are  almost  the  only  countries  where  it  is  ex- 
teinsiv^y  grown)  into  China,  did  not  exceed  200  chests  a  year. 
This  increased  to  1000  chests  yearly,  the  trade  being  chiefly  in  the 
hands  of  the  Portuguese.  In  1773,  the  East  India  Company 
made  a  small  venture  of  opium  to  China.  In  1780,  the  English 
ea^tered  iato  the  trade,  and  established  two  small  dep6t  vessek  in 

"  Lark9,  ̂   Blackbutter  Bay,^^  southwaxd.  of  Macao^  wheare  the 
opium,  worth  in  Bengal  500  rupees  a  chest,  was  sold  to  the  Chi- 

nese for  500  dollars. 
In  1781,  the  Bengal  government  freighted  an  armed  vessel  with 

opium,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  paid  into  the  East  India  Com- 
pan/s  treasury  at  Canton. 

In  1794,  the  English  stationed  a  large  vessel  laden  with  opium 
at  Whampoa,  where  she  remained  fifbieh  iuonlhs  unmolested. 

The  consumption  in  the  year  1800  was  probably  about  2,000 
chests,  when  the  importation  was  prohibited:  b}t  ;ifhe!£tti^er<»r;  who 
also  interdicted  the  cultivation-  of  the  poppy  in  Yrnqna^i  ;  Subse- 

quently, a  general  order  was  issued  to  all.  goyemorfl.and  deputy 
governors  throughout  the  empire,  to  exert  themselves  in  suppress- 

ing the  use  of  opium,  and  directing  them  to  send  ih  their  opmions 
on  the  best  mode  of  doing  so.  The  Emperor  peremptorily  in- 

structed the  governor  of  Yunnan  not  to  use  ̂ ^  empty  worda,^'  but 
to  put  the  people  in  fear,  prevent  the  production  of  opium,  and  ftt 
thie  end  e£  every  year  report  progress  to»  His  Majesty.  Death, 
transp^rtatioiii  apd  contaeation  of  property,  W6re  i&a^eA  to  be  the 
punisfed[i^nta  due  to^  those  who  smoked^  retailed,  or  cultivated 

'N«it^tjft$taii4img'tibese.  severe  prohibitions,  thie  consumption  of 
opiusa  mcne'^^dt  rapidly  in  China;  and:  armed  depot  vessels  be- 
l^Qgiogttoisetvei^lr^Vaite  English  merchants^  were  stationed  under 
slteker  tof  »th«  ialaud  of  rljintin>  in  the  Canton  river,  during  the 
N.E.  monsoon,  and  in  the  adjacent  harbour  of  Capsingmoon,  at 
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the  entrance  of  the  Canton  river^  during  the  summer  months. 
The  smuggling  boats  were  fast  sailers,  well  armed,  manned  with 
forty  to  fifty  stout  rowers,  and  ready  to  fight  when  attacked  by 
the  Chinese  goyemment  revenue  cruisers — which  was  not  unfire- 
quently  the  case.  The  opium  was  purchased  for  cash  in  Canton 
from  the  English  owner  or  consignee  by  Chinese  brokers,  who  then 
received  an  order  on  the  captain  of  the  depdt  or  receiving  ship  at 
Lintin,  to  deliver  so  many  chests  to  the  bearer.  These  deliveries 
were  generally  made  at  night,  to  elude  the  mandarin  cruisers. 

As  the  trade  increased,  English  receiving  vessels  were  stationed 
at  eligible  places  along  the  east  and  north  coasts  of  China.  The 
consumption  of  Indian  opium    (independent  of  Turkey  opium) 
was,  in 

iPatna  ft  Benares. 
*'       Chetts. 

1816-17 
1826-27 
1832-33 

2,610 
3,661 
8,290 

Value. 

Dollarf- 

3,132,000 
3.668,565 
6,570,729 

Malwa. 
Chests. 

1837    about  40,000  chests,  valued  at 

600 

6,308 
1 5^03i 

Value. 
Dollars. 

525,000 
5,941,520 
8,781,700 

Total. 
Chests. 

3,210 9,969 23,693} 

Value. Dollars. 

3,657,000 
9,610,085 15,352,429 

25,000,000 

Thus,  in  twenty  years,  the  consumption  of  this  fearfully  perni- 
cious drug  had  more  than  ten-fold  increased,  and,  according  to  the 

then  exchangeable  value  of  the  dollar,  an  annual  drain  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  amounting  to  about  four  million  pounds  sterling 

ensued,  although  the  exportation  thereof  was  prohibited  by  the 
government  of  China.  The  dissoluteness  and  destruction  caused 
by  this  extensive  use  of  opium ;  the  corruption  consequent  on  the 
large  bribes  paid  to  the  mandarins  by  the  Chinese  .smugglers  of 
the  drug ;  and  the  constant,  open,  and  universal  defiance  of  the 
imperial  laws,  gave  much  alarm  and  disquietude  at  Peking. 

The  imperial  government  discussed  the  subject  in  three  points 
of  view  : — 1st.  Moral,  in  relation  to  the  health  and  virtue  of  the 
people  j  2d.  financial,  on  account  of  the  constant  and  heavy  drain 
of  gold  and  silver  from  China;  and,  3rd.  Political,  by  means  of  the 
efiects  produced  from  the  two  previous  arguments :  viz.,  destroy- 

ing the  people,  and  diminishing  the  means  of  resistance  against 
foreigners,  who  were  now  visiting  every  part  of  the  coast  of 
China. 
The  number  of  smokers,  at  three  candareens  =  17iVt  grains 

per  man  daily,  was  about  three  million,  and  as  it  was  a  very  expen- 
sive vice,  and  could  only  be  indulged  in  by  the  wealthy  classes, 

and  those  high  in  the  employ  of  government,  the  demoralizing 
effect  produced  on  the  nation  generally  may  be  readily  conceived. 

No  language  would  convey  a  description  of  the  sufierings  of 
those  to  whom  opium  has  become  a  necessary  of  existence ;  no 
picture  could  impress  the  fearful  misery  which  the  inmates  of  an 
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opium  smoking  shop  exhibit.  These  dens  of  human  suffering  are 
attended  by  unfortunate  women — as  opium  in  the  early  use  is  an 
aphrodisiac^  and  as  such  prized  by  the  Chinese.  In  few,  but  very 
few,  instances^  if  indeed  in  any,  moderation  in  opium  is  exercised ; 
once  fairly  begun,  there  is  no  cessation,  until  poverty  and  death 
ensue;  and  when  digestion  has  nearly  ceased,  and  deglutition 
even  become  painful,  the  utmost  effect  of  the  drug  is  merely  to 
mitigate  the  horrors  of  existence. 

One  of  the  fallacies  put  forth  to  palliate  the  enormity  of  this 
crime,  is  that  the  vice  of  opium  smoking  is  not  worse  than  that  of 
gin  drinking;  but  this  is  on  a  par  with  another  fallacy,  that  if 
Englishmen  did  not  supply  the  Chinese  with  opium,  another 
nation  would.  How  sunken  must  be  the  morals  of  an  individual^ 
when  crime  is  measured  by  crime  !  How  dead  must  be  the  sense 
of  national  responsibility,  when  the  plea  is  put  forth  that  wholesale 
destruction  may  be  committed,  because^  if  not  done  by  us,  others 
will  or  may  probably  perpetrate  the  crime,  and  receive  its  hireling 
reward  !  Yet  these  are  the  justifications  oi professing  Christians — 
in  a  nominally  Christian  country — in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century ! 

On  the  second  of  these  poor  and  flimsy  subterfuges  we  have  no 
need  to  comment,  nor  will  the  allegation  bear  discussipn  :  as  well 
might  the  murderer,  Thurtell,  justify  his  plunder  and  slaying  of 
Mr.  Weare,  on  the  plea  that  if  he  did  not  Probert  would,  as  Eng- 

land attempt  to  screen  herself  from  the  condemnation,  so  justly 
her  due,  for  poisoning  the  Chinese.  But  the  first  plea  is  more 
specious,  and  its  fallacy  not  so  readily  exposed ;  although  it  is  at 
once  apparent,  that  the  perpetration  of  one  offence  can  be  no  pal- 

liation for  another.  But  independent  of  this  argument,  there  is 
no  comparison  whatever  between  gin  and  opium,  as  regards  their 
rapid  and  fatal  effects.  In  adducing  testimony  on  this  point,  I 
shall  state,  first,  the  effects  of  opium  as  I  witnessed  them  in  the 
East. 

Opium  affects  primarily  th6  nervous  system,  and  is  not>  like 
beer,  wine,  or  spirits,  received  into  the  digestive  system  previous 
to  its  action  on  the  nerves.  It  is  smoked  by  the  Chinese  after 
preparation  by  boiling  to  concentrate  the  narcotic  principle.  As 
a  medicine,  like  all  other  poisons,  it  is  of  great  value.  It  dimi- 

nishes pain,  soothes  irritation,  and  often  procures  repose  for  the 
sufferers  when  other  means  have  failed.  In  large  doses  it  almost 
instantly  destroys  life  by  the  destruction  of  the  nervous  energy, 
which  is  indispensable  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  Unless 
when  taken  for  the  relief  of  disease>  and  even  then  administered 
with  the  greatest  caution,  the  continued  action  of  opium,  as  a 
sensual  stimulant,  tends  rapidly  to  the  waiting  of  youth,  health, 
strength,  and  beauty.  Those  who  begin  its  use  at  twenty  may 
expect  to  die  at  thirty  years  of  age :  the  countenance  becomes 
pallid ;  the  eyes  assume  a  wild  brightness,  the  memory  fails,  the 

VOL.  II.  N 
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gait  totters^  mental  exertion  and  moral  conrAg^  mBk,  and  a^  Mgiit- 
fiil  maraannu  or  atrophy  reduces  the  yictim  to  a  ghastly  speiBtAcle, 
who  hoB  eea$ed  to  live  before  he  has  ceased  to  e»ist  There  is  Ao 
slttfery  bo  complete  as  that  of  the  opium-taker ;  once  bahituated 
to  his  dose  as  a  factitious  stimulant^  everything  witt  be  endured 
rather  than  the  privation ;  and  the  unhappy  being  endures  all  ikie 
mortification  of  a  consciousness  of  his  own  degraded  stsate^  whiie 
ready  to  sell  wife  and  children^  body  and  soiil>  for  the  continn- 
ance  of  his  wretched  and  transient  delight ;  transient  indeed-^or 
at  length  the  utmost  effect  produced  is  a  temporary  suspenision  of 
agony,  and  finally,  no  dose  of  the  drug  will  remove  or  relieve  a 
State  of  suffering  which  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  describe;  The 
pleasurable  sensations  and  im.aginative  ideas  arising  at  first,  bg^ 
pass  away ;  they  become  fainter  and  fainter,  and  at  last  entirely  ̂ ve 
place  to  horrid  dreams  and  appalling  pictures  of  death :  spectres 
of  fearful  visage  haunt  the  mind — the  light  which  onee  seemed  to 
emanate  bom  heaven  is  converted  into  the  gloom  of  hell-^ndaep, 
balmy  rieep  has  fled  for  ever — ^night  succeeds  day  only  to  be  okihed 
with  never-ending  horrors; — ^incessant  sickness,  vomiting,  diarrhoea, 
and  total  cessation  of  the  digestive  functions,  ensue ;  and  death 
at  length  brings,  with  its  annihilation  of  the  eorporeal  stmoture, 
the  sole  relief  to  the  victim  of  sensual  and  criminal  indulgeftce. 
The  opium  shops  which  I  visited  in  the  East  were  perfect  types 
of  hell  upon  earth. 

An  exemplary  missionary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Medhurst— now  in. China 
(at  Shanghai)  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Chinese  lan^ 
guage,  says,  ''those  who  have  not  seen  the  effects  of  opium^ 
smoking  in  the  eastern  world,  can  hardly  form  any  conception  of 
its  injurious  results  on  the  health,  energies  and  Uves  of  those  uAo 
indulge  in  it.  The  debilitating  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
shortening  of  life,  are  sure  to  follow,  in  a  few  years  after  the 
practice  has  been  commenced.  The  dealers  in  opium  are  little 
aware  how  much  harm  they  are  the  instruments  of  doing,  by  car- 

rying on  this  demoralizing  and  destructive  traffic ;  but  iite  dif- 
ference between  the  increase  of  the  Chinese  people,  before  and 

after  the  introduction  of  opium,  ought  to  open  their  eyes,  and  lead 
them  to  ask  themselves  whether  they  are  not  accountable  for  tie 
diseases  and  deaths  of  all  those  who  have  suffered  by  its  intredue- 
tion.  And  if  it  be  true  that  the  Chinese  iacreased  at  the  rate  of 
three  per  cent,  per  annum,  before  the  commencem^it  of  tlie 
traffic,  and  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum  since,  it  would 
be  well  for  them  to  consider  whether  the  deficiency  is  not  to  be 
Attributed,  in  some  degree,  to  opium,  and  the  guilt  to  belaid  at ̂ the 
door  of  those  who  are  instrumental  in  introducing  it/'-^Medhursi^^ 
China,  p.  56. 
A  late  memorial  from  one  of  the  censors  to  the  Emperor  of 

China,  laid  open  the  evil  in  all  it»  (kformity.  ''  I  have  leaameAi" 
says  he^ ''  that  those  who  smoke  opium,  and  eventua%  becoHie  i^ 
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T!ietim%  iMfe  ̂ periodUcai  hn^i^far  it,  which  eon  only  be  awuaged 
by  the  appKcaium  of  the  drug  at  the  regular  time.  If  tfaey  cannot 
ebtain  it  when  the  dailj  period  arrives^  their  limbs  become  debili* 
tated^  a  discharge  of  rheum  takes  plaice  from  the  eyes  and  nose^ 
and  they  are  altogether  unequal  to  any  exertion  j  but  with  a  few 
whiffir^  then*  spirits  and  strength  are  immediately  restored  in  a 
sui^prising  manner.  Thus  opium  becomes  to  cpium^smokers  their 
9ery  UJh ;  and^  when  they  are  seized  and  brought  before  magis- 

trates^ tiiey  wUl  sooner  suffer  a  severe  chastisement  than  inform 

against  those  who  sell  it/' — The  Chinese.  By  Sir  J.  P.  Daris. 
vol.  iL,  p.  464. 

In  the  "  Philosophical  Transactions/'  Mr.  Russell  states^  that 
<lpium  '^  impairs  the  digestive  organs^  consequently  the  vigour  of 
the  whole  body,  and  destroys  also  gradually  the  mental  energies. 
The  memories  of  those  who  take  it  soon  fail,  they  become  prema- 

turely old,  and  then  sink  into  the  grave,  objects  of  scorn  and  pity. 
Mustapha  Shatoor,  an  opium-eater  in  Smyrna,  took  daily  three 
drachms  of  crude  opium.  The  visible  effects  at  the  time  were  the 
spajfkling  of  his  eyes,  and  great  exhilaration  of  spirits.  He  found 
^desire  of  increasing  his  dose  growing  upon  him.  He  seemed 
twenty  years  oldef  than  he  really  was ;  his  complexion  was  very 
sallow,  his  legs  small,  his  gums  eaten  away,  and  his  teeth  laid  bare 
to  the  sockets.  He  could  not  rise  without  first  swallowing  half  a 

drachm  of  opium.''  Dr.  Madden,  in  his  '^  Travels  in  Turkey,"  in 
describing  some  opium  eaters,  remarks:  ''Their  gestures  were 
frightful ;  those  who  were  completely  under  the  influence  of  the 
<^ium  talked  incoherently,  their  features  were  flushed,  their  eyes 
had  an  unnatural  brilliancy,  and  the  general  expression  of  their 
countenances  was  horribly  wild.  .  .  .  .  The  debility,  both 
moral  smd  physical,  attendant  on  its  excitement  is  terrible ;  the 
appetite  is  soon  destroyed,  every  fibre  in  the  body  trembles,  the 
nerves  of  the  neck  become  affected,  and.  the  muscles  get  rigid  : 
several  of  these  I  have  seen  in  this  place,  at  various  times,  who  had 
wry  necks,  and  contracted  fingers;  but  still  they  cannot  abandon 
the  custom :  they  are  miserable  till  the  hour  arrives  for  taking 

their  daily  d<»se."  M.  de  Ponqueville,  in  his  ''Travels  in  the 
Moiea,"  observe:  "He  who  begins  taking  opium  habitually  at 
twenty,  can  scarcely  expieict  to  live  longer  than  to  the  age  of  thirty, 
or  from  that  age  to  thirty-iiix ;  the  later  is  the  utmost  age  that 
t&t  the  most  part  they  attain«  After  some  years  they  take  doses 
of  a  drachm  each ;  then  comes  on  a  frightful  pallidness  of  coun- 

tenance, and  the  victim  wastes  away  in  a  kind  of  marasmus  that 
ean  be  compared  to  nothing  but  itself :  alopecia  and  a  total  loss  of 
iftem6ry^  with  rickets,  are  the  never-failing  consequences  of  this 
deplorable  habitr  .  .  .  Always  beside  themselves,  the  therioHs 
are  incapable  of  work,  they  seem  no  more  to  belong  to  society. 
Tbwvnrd  the  end  of  their  care^  they,  however,  experience  violent 
pams>  and  are  devoured  by  constant  hunger ;  nor  can  their  p&re^ n2 
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Soric  in  any  way  reUeve  their  sufferings;  they  are  hideous  to  be- 
old,  deprived  of  their  teeth,  their  eyes  sunk  in  their  heads,  in 

iqi  constant  tremor,  they  cease  to  live  long  before  they  cease  to 

^xist.'' Mr.  Majoribanks,  president  of  the  select  committee  at  Canton^ 
observed,  in  reference  to  its  use  by  the  Chinese :  ''  Opium  can 
only  be  regarded,  except  the  small  quantities  required  for  the  pur- 

poses of  medicine,  as  a  pernicious  poision.  ...  To  any  friend 
of  humanity,  it  is  a  painful  subject  of  contemplation,  that  we 
should  continue  to  pour  this  black  and  envenomed  poison  into  the 
iources  of  [human  happiness — the  misery  and  demoralization  are 
almost  beyond  belief.  Any  man  who  has  witnessed  its  frightful 
ravages  and  demoralizing  effects  in  China,  must  feel  deeply  on 

this  subject.^' It  is  truly  stated  by  a  British  merchant,  in  an  essay  on  the 
opium  trade  :  "  There  is  but  one  point  of  difference  between  the 
intoxication  of  ardent  spirits  and  that  of  opium,  deserving  of  par- 

ticular attention  here;  and  that  is,  the  tenfold  force  with  which 
entry  arffument  against  the  former  applies  to  the  latter.  There  is 
no  slavery  on  earth  to  name  with  the  bondage  into  which  opium  casts 
its  victim*  There  is  scarcely  one  known  instance  of  escape  from  its 
toils,  when  once  they  have  fairly  enveloped  a  manJ^ 

Colonel  James  Tod,  late  political  agent  to  the  western  Bajpoo^, 

states^  in  his  '.'Annals  and  Antiquities  of  Eajasthan,'*  says,  ''this  per- 
nicious plant  has  robbed  the  Rajpoot  of  half  his  virtues ;  and  while 

it  obscures  these,  it  heightens  his  vices;  giving  to  his  natural 
brayery  a  character  of  insane  ferocity,  and  to  the  countenance, 
which  would  otherwise  beam  with  intelligence,  an  air  of  imbecilitv. 
Like  all  stimulants,  its  effects  are  magical  for  a  time,  but  the  re- 

action is  not  less  certain ;  and  the  faded  form  or  amorphous  bulk, 
too  often  attest  the  debilitating  influence  of  a  drug  which  alike 

debases  body  and  mind.^^  He  afterwards  terms  it  "  an  execrable 
and  demoralizing  plant.^^ 

Mr.  Henry  St.  George  Tucker,  the  present  deputy-chairman  of 
the  East  India  Company,  protested  against  the  whole  of  this 
traffic,  in  a  dissent  dated  October,  1 839,  and  he  uses  these  words  : 

"By  promoting  the  growth  of  the  poppy  throughout  Central 
India,  a3  we  have  done ;  paying  high  prices,  and  giving  the  native 
chiefs  an  interest  in  producing,  rather  than  restricting  the  culti- 

vation, we  become  accessory  to  the  probable  extension  of  a  perni- 
cious habit  among  a  race  of  men,  whose  well-being  ought  never  to 

be  an  object  of  indifference  to  us.  By  encouraging  and  extendiii^g 
the  growth  of  the  poppy  in  our  own  provinces,  and  becoming  the 
retail  vendors  qf  the  drug,  we  shall  promote  the  introduction  ot  ex- 

tension of  the  same  pernicious  habit,  which  is  calculated  to  debase 

our  native  subjects.^'  | On  the  14th  May,  1841,  Mr.  Tucker  again  recorded  a  disseiit, 

ffPjacVv  which  the  fpUowiag  is  an  extract : — "  Ever  since  I  have  hid 
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the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  this  court,  I  haVe  umformlif 
and  steadily  opposed  the  encouragement  given  to  the  extension 
of  the  manufacture  of  opium ;  but  of  late  years  we  have  pushed 
it  to  the  utmost  height,  and  disproportionate  prices  were  given 
for  the  article  in  Malvrah.  We  contracted  burthensome  trea- 

ties with  the  Rajpoot  States,  to  introduce  and  extend  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  poppy.  We  introduced  the  article  into  our  own 

districts  where  it  had  not  been  cultivated  before,  or  where  the  cut 
tivation  was  abandoned ;  and  we  gave  our  revenue  officers  an  in- 

terest in  extending  the  cultivation  in  preference  to  other  produce 
^much  more  valuable  and  deserving  of  encouragement.  Finally, 
we  established  retail  shops,  which  brought  it  home  to  every  marfs 
door. 

"  How  diflferent  was  the  policy  of  Lord  Comwallis,  Lord  Teign- 
mbuth.  Lord  Wellesley,  and  Lord  Minto,  who  circumscribed  the 
produce  within  the  narrowest  limits,  confining  the  cultivation  of 
the  poppy  to  two  of  our  provinces,  and  actually  eradicating  it  from 
districts  where  it  had  been  previously  cultivated.  How  fatal  have 
teeii  the  consequences  of  a  departure  from  this  wise  and  humane 
policy..  Is  there  any  man  still  so  blind  as  not  to  perceive  that  it 
has  had  a  most  injurious  effect  upon  our  national  reputation  ?  Oaii 
finy  man  be  found  so  hardy,  or  perverse,  as  to  deny  that  it  has  led 
to  the  total  derangement  of  our  trade  with  China,  which  was  here- 

tofore the  source  of  wealth  and  prosperity  both  to  India  and  to  the 
mother  country.  If  a  revenue  cannot  be  drawn  from  such  an  arti- 

cle as  opium,  otherwise  than  by  quadrupling  the  supply,' by  promot- 
ing, the  general  use  of  the  drug,  and  by  placing  it  within  the  reiadh 

of  the  lower  classes  of  the  people,  no  fiacal  consideration  can  justify 

piir  inflicting  upon  the  Malays  and  Chinese  so  grievous  an  evil.'' 
V  In  a  "  Report  on  the  Tea  Plantations  in  Assam,"  by  Mr.  G.  A. 
TKruce,  formerly  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  now 
superintendent  of  tea  culturie  in  Assam,  it  is  stated,  "  I  might  here 

.  observe,  that  the  British  government  would  confer  a  lasting  bles- 
sing on  the  Assamese  and  the  new  settlers,  if  immediate  and  active 

measures  were  taken  to  put  down  the  cultivation  of  opium  in 
Assam,  and  afterwards  to  stop  its  importation.  If  something  of 
this  kind  is  not  done^  and  done  quickly  too,  the  thousands  that 
are  about  to  emigrate  from  the  plains  into  Assam,  will  soon  be  in- 

fected with  the  opium  mania — that  dreadful  plague  which  has 
depopulated  this  beautiful  country,  turned  it  into  a  land  of  wild 

,  feasts,  with  which  it  is  overrun,  and  has  degenerated  the  Assamese 
fl^om  a  fine  race  of  people,  to  the  most  abject,  servile,  crafty,  and 
ijeijioralised  race  in  India.  This  vile  drug  has  kept,  and  does  now 
^eep  down  the  population;  the  women  have  fewer  children  com- 

pared with  those  of  other  countries,  and  the  children  seldom  live 
,to  become  old  men,  but  in  general  die  at  manhood ;  very  few  old 
jmenbmng  seen  in  this  unfortunate  country  in  comparison  with 
others.     But  those  who  have  resided  long  in  this  unhappy  land, 
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know  the  dreadftd  and  immoral  effects  whioh  the  lose  oi  opium 
produces  on  the  native.  He  will  ite^l,  hU  Ms  property ,  km  chil- 

dren, the  mother  of  his  children,  and/finally,  even  commit  mmdxT 
for  it  f  Would  it  not  he  the  highest  of  hlessings,  if  oar  humane 
and  enlightened  government  would  stop  these  evils  by  a  single 
dash  of  the  pen^  and  save  Assam^  and  all  those  who  are  about  to 
emigrate  into  it  as  tea  cultivators^  from  the  dreadful  results  attend* 
ant  on  the  habitual  use  of  opium  ?  We  should  in  the  end  be 
richly  rewarded  by  having  a  fine  healthy  race  of  men  growing  up 
for  our  plantations^  to  fell  our  forests,  to  clear  the  land  £h)m  jungle 
and  wild  beasts,  and  to  plant  and  cultivate  the  luxury  of  the 
world.  This  can  never  be  effected  by  the  e^eebled  opium-eaters  qf 
Assam,  who  are  more  effeminate  than  women!* 

The  felAn  Gazette  of  7th  September,  1823,  says :— *'  Opieim  is 
an  article  whose  flowing  poison  spreads  like  flames!*  A  Chinese 
minister,  addressing  Sir  Henry  Fottinger,  27th  Jidy,  1842,  says". 

^'  We  have  been  united,  by  a  friendly  commercid  intercourse, 
for  two  hundred  years.  How  then,  at  this  time,  are  our  old  rela- 

tions so  suddenly  changed,  so  as  to  be  the  cause  of  a  national 
quarrel?  It  arose,  most  assuredly,  from  the  spreading  opium 
poison.  Opium  is  neither  pulse  nor  grain,  yet  multitudes  of  our 
Chinese  sul^jects  consume  it,  wasting  their  property  and  destroying 
their Uves;  and  the  calamities  arising  therefrom  are  unutterable! 

How  is  it  possible  to  refrain  from  forbidding  our  people  to  use  it  V* 
A  far-seeing  statesman.  Sir  Stamford  Baffles,  thus  recorded 

his  opinion  respecting  this  poison  in  Java :  "  The  use  of  opium, 
it  must  be  confessed  and  lamented,  has  struck  deep  into  the 
habits,  and  extended  its  malignant  influence  to  the  morals  oi 
the  people,  and  is  likely  to  perpetuate  its  power  in  degrading 
their  character  and  enervating  their  energies,  as  long  as  the  Euro- 

pean government^  overlooking  every  consideration  cf  policy  and 
humanity,  shall  allow  a  paltry  addition  to  their  finances  to  outweigh 
all  regard  to  the  ultimate  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  country* 
The  efiects  of  this  poison  on  the  human  frame  are  so  well  describ- 

ed by  the  Dutch  Commissioners,  who,  much  to  their  honour,  de- 
clared, ^that  no  coQsideration  of  pecuniaiy  advantage  ought  to 

weigh  with  the  European  government  in  allowing  its  use/  that, 
together  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hogendorp,  who  concurred  with 
them,  I  shall  insert  their  statement. — Sir  Stamford  Raffles!  History 
of  Java,  vol.  i.  p.  102. 

^*  The  English  in  Bengal  have  assumed  an  exclusive  right  to  col- 
lect the  same,  and  they  dispose  of  a  considerable  number  of  chests 

containing  that  article  annually  at  Calcutta  by  public  auction.  It 
is  much  in  demand  on  the  Msday  coast,  at  Sumatra,  Java,  and  aU 
the  islands  towards  the  east  and  north,  and  particularly  in  China. 
The  effect  which  it  produces  on  the  constitution  is  different,  and 
depends  on  the  quantity  that  is  taken,  or  on  other  circumstances. 
If  used  with  moderation^  it  causes  a  pleasant,  yet  always  somewhat 
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intoueaitiitg  aflasatiovi^  wliich  nbeiorbs  all  care  and  anxiety.  If  a 
iaaf^e  quumUiy  i$  taken,  it  produces  a  kind  of  madnese,  of  which  the 
effecte  iBure  dreadfid,  especially  when  the  mind  is  troubled  by  jea<> 
lou^^  Off  inflamed  with  a  desire  of  vengeance,  or  other  violent 
pa«8i(uia.  At  aU  times  it  leaves  a  slow  poison,  which  undermines  the 
faculties  of  the  soul,  and  the  constitution  of  the  body,  and  renders  a 
person  unfit  for  all  kinds  of  labour,  and  an  image  of  the  brute 
creation.  The  use  of  opium  is  so  much  more  dangerous,  because  a 
person  who  is  once  addicted  to  it  can  never  leave  it  off.  To  satisfy 
that  inclination,  he  will  sacrifice  every  thing,  his  own  welfare,  the 
subsistence  of  his  wife  and  children,  and  neglect  his  work.  Poverty 
is  the  natural  consequence,  and  then  it  becomes  indiffer^it  to  him 
by  what  means  he  may  content  his  insatiable  desire  after  opium ; 
so  that  at  kst  he  no  longer  respects  either  the  property  or  life  of 
his  feUow-creatures.^^ 

''  Opium/'  says  Mr.  Hogendorp,  '^is  a  slow  though  certain  poU' 
son,  which  the  Company,  in  order  to  gain  money,  sells  the  poor 
Javans.  Any  one  who  is  once  enslaved  to  it,  cannot,  it  is  true^ 
give  it  up  without  great  difficulty ;  and  if  its  use  were  entirely  pro- 
Eiluted,  some  few  persons  would  probably  die  for  want  of  it,  who 
would  otherwise,  languish  on  a  little  longer :  but  how  many  would 
by  that  means  be  saved  for  the  future?  Most  of  the  crimes,  par^ 
ticularly  mi/rders,  that  are  now  committed,  may  be  imputed  to  opium 

as  the  general  cause/' 
Captain  John  Shepperd,  recently  chairman  of  the  East  India 

Company,  who  has  been  in  China  often,  says :  ''  The  smoking  qf 
opium  has  the  most  demoralising  effects.  To  a  certain  extent  it 
destroys  their  reason  and  faculties,  and  shortens  life.  A  confirmed 
opium  smoker  is  never  fit  to  conduct  business,  and  generally  unfit 
for  the  social  intercourse  with  his  friends  and  family.  You  may 

tell  him  by  his  inflamed  eyes  and  haggard  countenance.^' 
Sir  B.  Inglis,  in  the  debate,  April  4th,  1843,  stated  that :  "  He 

held  in  his  hand  a  statement  which  had  appeared  in  a  Batavian 
Gfusette,  being  an  account  of  an  individual  who  had  visited  one  of 
the  houses  where  the  opium  was  consumed.  He  might  be  told 
that  equal  horrors  might  be  found  in  some  of  the  gin  palaces  of 
England ;  but  he  believed  that  no  such  horrors  could  be  foimd  in 
the  worst  parts  of  the  worst  towns  of  England.  The  individual 
said  *  I  visited  one  of  the  opium  houses,  and  shall  I  tell  you  what 
I  saw  in  this  ante-chamber  of  hell  ?  I  thought  it  impossible  to 
find  any  tMng  wcnrse  than  the  results  of  drinking  ardent  spirits, 

but  I  have  succeeded  in  finding  something  far  worse.'  He  said 
be  saw  Malays,  Chinese,  men  and  women,  old  and  young,  in  one 
mass,  in  one  common  herd,  wallowing  in  their  filth;  beastly, 

sensual,  devilish,  and  this  under  the  eyes  of  a  Christian  govern- 

ment.'' Lord  Jocelyn,  who  visited  the  opium  shops  in  the  east,  stated  in 
the  same  debate,  that  "  He  must  acknowledge  that  the  noble  Lord 
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(Adiley)  had  called  to  hu  recollection  scenes  iiiiidt  ke  haA  inlaloBm 
ed  of  the  lawless  character  of  the  trade^  and  m  ell  thai  he  bad 

Miated  as  to  the  moral,  political,  and  physical  evUs  he  concurred/^ 
The  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company^ 

in  a  letter  to  the  Qovernor-general,  October  24th,  181 7>  acknow*^ 
ledge  the  evil  thus : — ''  Were  it  possible  to  prevent  the  use  of  the 
drug  altogether,  except  for  the  purpose  of  medicine^  we  would  ghuUf 

do  it  in  compassion  to  manHndJ' 
W.  Hamilton  Lindsay,  Esq.  M.P.  says,  '*  As  it  is,  nothing  can  be 

more  iiqurious  to  the  British  character  than  the  mode  in  wUch 
the  opium  trade  is  at  present  conducted.  It  is  now  real  smuggling; 
accompanied  by  all  its  worst  features  of  violence,  and  must  fire^ 
quently  be  attended  with  bloodshed  and  sacrifice  of  life.*  All  thQ 
respectable  mercantile  houses  in  China  have  pledged  their  honodv 
against  any  further  connection  with  it  under  present  circum* 
stances.  [Most  of  them  have,  however,  since  resumed  the  traffic ; 
Mr.  Lancecdet  Dent  and  Messrs.  Wetmore  &  Co.  are  honoiarafale 
exceptions.] 

Captain  Elliot,  late  HerMajesty^s  superintendent  in  China,  says, 
'^  After  the  most  deliberate  reconsideration  of  this  course  of  traffic 
(which  he  heartily  hopes  has  ceased  for  ever),  the  chief  superin-^ 
tendent  will  onee  inore  declare  his  own  opinion,  that  in  its  geneiral 
effects  it  was  intensely  mischievous  to  every  branch  of  trade ;  that  it 
was  rapidly  staining  the  British  character  with  deep  disgrace;  and^ 
finally,  that  it  exposed  the  vast  public  and  private  interests  involved 
in  the  peaceful  maintenance  of  our  regidar  commercial  intercouise 

with  this  empire,  to  imminent  jeopardy  .^^  Again,  in  a  letter  to  L(»d 
Palmerston,  he  says,  ̂'  if  my  private  feelings  were  of  the  least  conse* 
quence  upon  questions  of  a  public  and  important  nature,  assuredly 
I  might  justly  say,  that  no  man  entertains  a  deeper  detestation  of  the 
disgrace  and  sin  of  this  forced  traffic  on  the  coast  of  China,  than  thi 
humble  individual  who  signs  this  despatch.  I  see  little  to  choose  be- 

tween it  and  piracy ;  and  in  my  place,  as  a  public  officer,  I  havd 
steadily  discountenanced  it  by  all  the  lawful  means  in  my  power;; 
and  at  the  total  sacrifice  of  my  private  comfort  in  the  society  in 

which  I  have  lived  for  some  years  past.^^ 
Sir  John  Hobhouse,  in  the  debate  on  Lord  Ashley^s  motion, 

observed^  that  '^  it  was  the  opium  question  which  had  given  rise 
to  many  of  the  difficulties  with  which  they  had  now  to  contend^ 
and  he  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  (Sandon)  that  it  was  to  thai 
question  that  government  ought  to  direct  their  attention.  And 
although  he  did  not  agree  with  the  noble  lord  that  they  deserved 
any  censure  now  for  having  neglected  that  question,  still  he  ad-^ 
mitted  that  it  became  any  persons  to  whom  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  this  great  empire  was  entrusted,  to  turn  their  im^ 

*  I  have  forborne  recording  cases  of  piracy  and  murder  on  the  coast  of  China,  be- 
cause I  am  unwilling  to  blame  a  whole  class  by  reason  of  the  misconduct  of  some 

i«dividi»ls.  » 
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mediate  and  seoriotts  attention  to  it/'  And  in  the  rabseqnetlt  psM 
tf  Ms  speech^  Sir  John  Hobhouse  said : — ^'  Far  be  it  from  him  tiy 
wish  to  say  anything  less  than  was  deserred  of  the  nnfortunate  r^ 
suits  of  that  traffic^  or  to  i)alliate  them.  He  could  not  but  deprecate 

it<4t8  a  vice,  for  a  great  vice  it  was" 
>  Lord  Sandon  said^ — "  it  is  a  disgrace  to  a  Chistian  country  to 

i^aKry  on  the  opinm  trade  as  we  have  done/' 
The  Canton  Circular,  1S4S,  observes,  *'  Considering  that  the  prime 

eost'of  (qpium  in  Bengal  is  about  250  rupees  per  chesty  and  that  it  is 
now  sold  by  auction  at  1^200  or  1^600^  we  need  not  ask  the  queii« 
tion, — who  have  been  chiefly  benefited  by  the  war  in  China^  justiy 
termed  the  Opium  War  ?  With  respect  to  the  opium  trade  as  at 
present  conducted^  it  is  certainly  a  great  evil,  and  indirectly  vAjur-e$ 
the  sak  of  other  merchandise."  ' 

Lord  Ashley^  in  the  opium  debate^  truly  said^  ̂'  Let  us  come  to  the 
first  and  highest  consideration  of  all;  the  consideration  of  the  effeetii 
derived  from  the  imperial  sanction  of  this  trade  on  everything  that 
is  of  sterling  value, — on  the  progress  of  society,  the  civilization  of 
man,  and  the  advancement  of  the  Gk)spel.  I  remember  well,  for  I 
much  admired,  the  language  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
the  member  for  Edinburgh,  in  the  debate  on  the  Gates  of  Som-* 

naxith.  'Every  act,'  said  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 'whidi 
tended  to  bring  Christianity  into  eontempt,  was  high  treason  against 

the  civilization  of  the  human  race.'  I  heartily  concurred  in  that 
sentiment,  and  I  proved  my  sincerity  by  vdting  for  the  motioui 
and  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  I  hope  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  will  do  the  same  for  himself,  and  prove  his 
sinoerity  by  voting  with  me ;  because  I  can  show  from  the  testi- 

mony of  thinking  men,  that  opium  and  the  Bible  cannot  enter 
China  together.  What  said  Mr.  Medhurst  ?  He  said,  '  it  has 
been  told,  and  it  shall  be  rung  in  the  ears  of  the  British  public 
again  and  again,  that  opium  is  demoralizing  China,  and  becomes 
tke  greatest  barrier  to  the  introduction  of  Christianity  whieh  caii 
be  conceived  of.  But  the  difficulty  of  convindng  others  of  the 
truth  of  Christianity,  and  of  the  sincere  intentions  of  Christians, 
is  greater  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  opium  trade  to  China; 
Almost  the  first  word  uttered  by  a  native,  when  urged  to  believe  in 

Christ,  is — and  this  I  beg  the  House  to  consider  well — ^  Why  do 
Christians  bring  us  opium,  and  bring  it  directly  in  defiance  of  our 
laws  ?  That  vile  drug  has  poisoned  my  son,  has  ruined  my  brother, 
and  well-nigh  led  me  to  beggar  my  wife  and  children.  Surely, 
those  who  import  such  a  deleterious  substance,  and  injure  me  fbr 
the  sake  of  gain,  cannot  wish  me  well,  or  be  in  possession  of  a  re« 
hgion  that  is  better  than  my  own.  Oo  first,  and  persuade  your 
own  countrymen  to  relinquish  this  nefarious  traffic,  and  give  me  a 
prescription  to  correct  this  vile  habit,  and  then  I  will  listen  to  your 

exhortations  on  the  subject  of  Christianity '. . . .  ■  Should  the  Chi- 
nese,' he  adds,  '  ever  determine  on  stopping  the  trade,  it  will  be 
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bom  A  far  diCur^it  motive  than  «  wish  to  esdude  the  Mipcd. 
deteramin^d  peneverence  and  the  audacious  daring  with  iHuich  the 
opium  traffic  is  pushed  forward,  to  the  real  injury  of  his  people,  nn 
well  as  the  defiance  of  his  authority^  exasperates  the  Emperor  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  distribution  of  tracts  along  tha  eoast/ 
What,  too,  says  Mr.  Squire,  who  has  resided  for  several  years  in 
China,  as  an  agent  of  the  Church  Missionary  Sociefy  ?  Speakiiig 

of  the  <^ium  shops  in  Canton,  he  says, '  Never,  perhaps,  was  there 
a  nearer  approach  to  hell  upon  earth,  than  within  the  precincts  isf 
these  vile  hovels,  where  gaming  is  likewise  carried  on  t^  a  gaeat 
extent.  Here  every  gradation  of  excitement  and  dqpression  may 

be  witnessed/  He  adds, '  Truly  it  is  an  engine  in  Satan's  hand, 
and  a  powerful  one;  but  let  it  never  be  forgott^a  that  a  natioa 
professing  Christianity  supplies  the  means ;  and  fui^l;ber,  that  that 

nation  is  England,  through  her  possessions  in  Hindostan.'  Again, 
the  Rev.  Howard  Malcolm,  of  the  United  States,  said  the  same 

thing ;  and  I  wish  much  to  impress  it  on  the  house '  The  great  bloi; 
on  foreigners  at  Canton,  though  not  all,  is  the  opium  trade.  That 
men  of  correct  moral  sensibilities  and  enlightened  minds  should  be 
so  blinded  by  custom,  or  desire  ol  gain,  as  to  engage  in  this  busit* 
ness,  is  amazing  •  •  •  •  We  have  little  reason,  he  continues, '  to  wonder 
at  the  reluctanoe  of  China  to  extend  her  intercourse  with  foreign* 
ers ;  nearly  the  whole  of  such  intercourse  brings  upon  her  pesti- 

lence, poverty,  crime,  and  disturbance.  No  person  osn  describe 
the  horrors  of  the  opium  trade.  •  •  •  That  the  government  of  British 
India  should  be  the  prime  abettors  of  this  abominable  traffic,  is 
one  of  the  great  wonders  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  proud 
escutcheon  of  the  nation  that  declaims  against  the  slave  trside,  is 
thus  made  to  bear  a  blot  broader  and  darker  than  any  other  in  the 

Christian  world/' 
Sir  Charles  Forbes,  a  name  veiierated  in  India  and  in  England, 

one  whose  love  of  justice  is  only  equalled  by  his  ever  merciful  con- 
sideration for  the  poor,  the  afflicted,  and  the  oppressed ;  who  knows 

no  distinction  of  caste,  colour,  or  creed,  when  his  powerful  voice, 
his  sound  judgment,  and  his  liberal  heart  are  required  for  the  mi- 

tigation of  human  misery ;  this  truly  good  man  in  Parliament  and 
out  of  Parliament,  in  public  and  private  life,  has  ever  urged  the 
abolition  of  this  damning  vice.  When  sittmg  on  the  parliamentary 
committee,  in  1832-33,  relative  to  India  and  China,  he  was  pre- 

vented, by  the  committee,  putting  questions  to  Captain  Shephard, 
relative  to  the  demoralizing  effects  of  opium.  But  there  is  no  need 
to  multiply  opinions  on  this  truly  awful  subject.  And  yet  with  all 
this  evidence  before  Her  Majesty^s  government — ^with  these  unde* 
niable  facts,  forcing  conviction  on  the  most  prejudiced,  callous^ 
or  selfish  minds — ^what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 

ment of  this  Christian  country  in  the  yea^  1844?  Twenty 
opium-smoking  shops  have  been  licensed  in  Bong  Kong — within 
gun-shot  of  the  Chinese  Empire — where  such  an  offence  is  death ! 
Hong  Kong  has  now,  therefore,  been  made  the  lawfui  opium 
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tmxMng  slu^,  whera  the  most  sensual,  dissolute,  degarftded,  and  de- 
prayed  of  the  Chinese  may  securely  perpetrate  arimes  whidi  de** 
grade  men  far  below  the  level  of  the  brute^and  revel  in  a  vice, 
which  destroys  body  and  soul. — which  has  no  parallel  in  its  fasei- 
noting  BeduiLon,-4n  ito  ine^preMible  miaeiy-l^^its  appalling 
ruin. 
When  the  governor  proposed  the  conversion  of  Hong  Kong 

into  a  legalized  opium  shop,  under  the  assumed  license  of  our  most 
graeicHis  and  religious  sovereign,  I  felt  bound  as  a  sworn  member 

of  Her  Majesty's  council  in  China,  to  endeavour  to  dissuade  him 
from  this  great  crime;  but  no  reasoning  would  induce  him  to  follow 
tike  noble  example  of  the  Emperor  of  China — ^who  when  urged 
to  derive  a  revenue  from  the  importation  of  opium, — thus  right- 

eously recorded  his  sentiments  in  1844,  in  an  answer  which  would 
have  been  worthy  of  a  Christian  monarch  :— 

"It    is   true,    I   CANNOT   PREVENT   THE    INTRODUCTION    OP   THE 
FLOWING    poison;   GAIN-SEEKING   AND    OOBRUPT    MEN   WILL,    FOR 
FBOPIT  AND  SENSUALITY,  DEFEAT  MT  WISHES  ;  BUT  NOTHING 
WILL  INDUCE  ME  TO  DERIVE  A  REVENUE  PROM  THE  VICE  AND 

MISERY    OF    MY   PEOPLE/^ 
But  money  was  deemed  of  more  c<Misequence  in  Hong  Kong  than 

morality;  it  was  determined  in  the  name  of  Her  Majes^  to  sell  the 
permission  to  the  highest  bidder  by  public  auction,  of  tae  exclusive 
right  to  poison  the  Chinese  in  Hong  Kong — and  to  open  a  given 
number  of  opium  smoking  shops — ^under  the  protection  of  the  police, 
for  the  commission  of  this  appalling  vic».  It  only  remained  for  me, 
in  accordance  with  my  oath,  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  and  in  unison  with  all  my  past  Kfe,  to  place  on 
record,  the  following  dissent  in  council  on  the  subject;  it  will 
now  be  the  duty  of  the  Christian  public  in  Bngland,  to  say  whether 
this  dissent  has  been  unavailingly  made. 

Dissent  in  Council — on  the  proposition  for  licensing  the  retail  con- 
sumption of  Opium  in  this  Colony,  on  the  following  grounds :— * 

1st.  **  Because  the  consumption  of  opium  is  not  necessary  to 
the  subsistence  or  health  of  man,  and  is  therefore  a  vicious  indul- 
gence. 
2nd.  "  Because  the  use  of  opium  is  not  only  a  vice  in  itself, 

but  the  parent  of  many  other  vices;  and  whoever  indulges  in 
opium  never  ceases  its  use  until  poverty  and  death  ensue. 

3rd.  ̂ '  Because  it  is  no  justification  to  say  that,  as  gin,  beer, 
wine,  and  other  fermented  Uquors  are  stimulants  attend^ed  with 
pernicious  consequences,  when  used  continuously  in  excess,  that 
therefore  the  use  of  opium  may  also  be  licensed  by  government. 
The  experience  of  civilized  nations  has  shown  that  fermented 
liquors  are  advantageous  to  the  healthful  energy  of  man;*  but  no 

*  No  nation  has  advanced  in  civilization  without  using  fennented  liquors ;  those 
that  have  used  opium  have  decayed  and  perished. 
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«     • 

experience  has  shown  that  opium  is  heneficial  to  the  body  or  minjijl 
of  man^  individually  or  collectively. 

4th.  **  Because  no  Government  ovght  to  make  private  vice  a 
Btmrce  of  public  revenue, 

5th.  "  Because  independent  of  the  foregoing  and  of  ̂  other 
considerations,  the  peculiar  position  in  which  England  at  present 
stands  towards  the  Chinese  government  on  this  subject, — the 
strong  feeling  entertained  by  a  very  large  and  influential  portion 
of  the  community  at  home  respecting  the  sale  of  opium  in  China^ 
—and  the  risk  which  his  Excellency  incurs  of  creating  an  unfavour- 
aule  impression  against  his  government,  without  any  correspond- 

ing fiscal  advantage  to  the  state,  renders  it  inadvisable  to  license 
the  consumption  of  opium  in  this  colony. 

*'  Desirous  of  earnestly  and  faithfully  advising  his  Excellency, 
these  remarks  are  offered  for  the  governor's  consideration  with 
great  respect. 

"  Council  Roomy  R.  M.  Martin. 
^'Hong  Kong,  November,  26,  1844.'' 

In  order  that  this  extraordinary  proceeding  by  the  represent  Jttiv^ 
of  our  sovereign  in  China  may  be  more  clearly  seen,  the  following 
abstract  is  given  of  the  ofGlcial. 

"  Regulations  for  the  sale  of  opium  by  retail,  made  by  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  of  Hong  Kong,  with  the  advice  of  the 

executive  council  thereof,  on  the  8th  February,  1845,  in  pur- 
suance of  ordinance,  No.  21  of  1844,  entitled  '^  An  ordinance  for 

licensing  the  sale  of  opium,  &c.  within  the  colony  of  Hong 

Kong — 
1st.  "  If  any  person  not  being  duly  licensed  by  government, 

shall  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Island  of  Hong  Kong  and  its 
dependencies,  or  the  water  thereof,  sell  or  retail  opium  for  con- 

sumption in  smaller  quantities  than  one  chest,  such  person  shall 
be  liable  on  a  conviction  before  a  police  magistrate  to  the  follow- 

ing fines  and  ptmishments,  viz.  :  for  the  first  oflence  to  a  fine  of 
100  dollars;  for  the  second  offence  to  a  fine  of  250  dollars;  and 
for  every  subsequent  offence  to  a  fine  of  500  dollars ;  the  said 
penalties  respectively  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  manner  before 
any  magistrate  of  police. 

2nd.  "  The  number  of  houses  to  be  appropriated  for  retailing 
opium  in  smaller  quantities  than  one  chest,  or  for  smoking  the  same 
unthin  the  said  Island  and  its  dependencies,  shall  be  determined  by 
his  excellency  the  governor  in  council,  or  by  such  public  officer  ofi 
may  be  duly  authorized  by  him  for  that  purpose.  Such  bouses 
shall  adjoin  the  street,  and  may  be  open  from  daylight  until  ten 

o'clock  at  night,  during  each  day  except  Sunday,  on  which  day 
they  shall  be  closed.  Such  houses  shall  not  be  kept  open,  hpr 

shril  any  opitim  be  sold  therein  between  the  hours  of  ten  o'cloci 
at  night  and  day-light,  or  at  any  time  during  Sunday,  under  a 
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^nalty  ol^  fifty  dollars,  recoverable  from  the  holder  of  any  such 
noiise  on  conviction  before  a  police  magistrate;  and  all  persons 
who  may  be  found  smoking  opium  after  the  hour  of  ten  o'clock 
lit  night,  in  any  other  house  or  place  (save  and  except  their  usual 
place  of  abode),  shall  on  conviction  before  a  magistrate  be  liable 
1?o  a  penalty  of  twenty  dollars,  and  the  holder  of  the  said  house  or 
place  shall  be  further  liable  in  the  like  sum ;  and  no  place  shall 
be  licensed  for  the  sale  of  opium  in  smaller  quantities  than  one 
chest,  or  for  smoking  opium  within  the  island  of  Hong  Kong 
and  its  dependencies,  or  the  waters  thereof,  other  than  the  houses 
ap  appropriated  as  aforesaid. 

3rd.  *'  Holders  of  the  said  houses  so  appropriated  as  aforesaid, 
shall  not  sell  or  dispose  of  opium  except  for  money,  under  a 
penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  holder  on  convic- 

tion before  a  poUce  magistrate. 

4th.     "No  person  shall  be  admitted  into  any  house  so  appro- 
priated  as  aforesaid,  with  any  kind  of  arms,  weapons,  or  edged 
toots,  under  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  holder  of 
the  fumse  on  proof  of  the  same  before  a  police  magistrate. 

5th.  "  If  amy  person  or  persons  are  found  riotous  or  quarrel- 
^some  in  any  such  house,  the  holder  thereof  shall  apply  to  a  police 
kjiiBicer,  and  deliver  such  person  or  persons  into  his  charge,  to  be 
dealt  with  as  the  law  directs. 

\  6th.  "  Every  person  duly  licensed  to  retail  opium  as  aforesaid, 
siiall  be  at  liberty  to  go  on  board  any  vessel  at  anchor  in  any 
harbour  within  the  said  island  of  Hong  Kong  and  its  dependeU'- 
cies,  or  in  the  waters  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for 
T)pium  illicitly  retailed,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  these  regu- 

lations, on  obtaining  a  search  warrant  from  a  magistrate,  to  be 
issued  on  the  oath  of  the  person  licensed,  that  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief  such  opium  is  being  retailed  on  board  the 
said  vessel  for  consumption. 

7th.  "  If  any  person  not  being  duly  licensed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  Island  of  Hong  Kong  and  its  depen- 

dencies, or  the  waters  thereof,  sell  tye,  chandoo,  or  opium  dross, 
mixed  with  opium,  he  or  she  shall  on  conviction  before  a  police 
magistrate  be  subject  to  all  the  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties  im- 

posed in  section  No.  1  of  these  regulations. 
9th.  *'  AU  persons  in  charge  of  houses  appropriated  wholly  or 

in  part  to  the  smoking  of  opium,  or  to  the  retail  of  the  same  in 
smaller  quantities  than  one  chest,  shall  take  out  and  hold  a  per- 

mit from  the  person  duly  licensed  as  aforesaid,  and  in  default 
thereof  shall  be  liable  to  the  fines  and  punishments  prescribed  by 
section  No.  1  of  these  regulations.  Provided  always,  that  the 

said  licensed  person  so  granting  the  said  permit,  shall  have  re- 
gard to  the  powOT  retained  under  the  2nd  section  of  these  regu- 

lations by  the  said  governor^  for  determining  the  number  of  houses 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  retailing  and  smoking  of  opium. 
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10th.  ''  And  it  is  farther  declared  and  nikd  tlmt  in  all  casM 
not  above  provided  for  Mid  where  any  penalty  is  imposed,  thB 

said  penalty  shall  in  the  first  instance  be  levied  by  distress  as  be- 
fore mentioned;  and  that  if  there  be  no  sufficient  distress  the 

offender  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  not  exceed* 
ing  six  calendar  month,  aa^  that  the  presiding  magistoate  or 

magistrates,  before  whom  any^  person  shall  be  tried  and  eonvieted 
for  any  breach  of  the  foregoing  regulations,  or  any  of  ftem,  shaB 
have  in  his  or  their  discretion  power  to  commute  the  amount  ̂ t 

any  of  the  aforesaid  pecuniary  penalties,  or  to  shorten  the  re*- 
spective  periods  of  imprisonment  hereinbefore  prescribed. «  J.  R  Davis, 

"  Passed  the  executive  council  of  Hong  Kong, 
this  8th  day  of  February,  1845. 

^'  AnoLPHUs  E.  Shellbt, 

Clerk  oi  CouncUs." 

It  is  the  solemn  and  sacred  of  duty  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia^ 
ment  immediately  to  cause  an  inquiry  into  all  the  cireumstances 
of  this  transaction.  Was  this  act  of  the  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Queen  of  England  to  the  Emperor  of  China  confirmed  by  Her 

Majesty^s  government?  Would  we  have  acted  thius  towards 
France  or  Russia,  and  established  a  smuggling  depdt  on  theiar 
shores  in  a  prohibited  article  and  terrific  poison  ?  We  dare  not. 
Why,  then,  should  we  legalize  and  protect  this  dreadful  traffic  on 
an  island  given  to  us  by  the  government  of  China  as  a  residence, 
and  for  commercial  intercourse. 

Let  us  hear  the  opinions  of  the  Chinese  l^iemselves  on  this 
subject. 

"  Foreign  opium,  a  poison :  illustrated  in  ten  paragraphs,  written 
by  Koo  Kingshan,  a  Uterary  gentleman  of  Keangning,  in  the  pro- 

vince of  Keangsoo.     September,  1836. 

"  Opium  is  a  poisonous  drug  brought  from  foreign  countries. 
To  the  question,  what  are  its  virtues  ?  The  answer  is,  it  raises  the 
animal  spirits,  and  prevents  lassitude,  &c.  hence  the  Chinese  con^ 
tinually  run  into  its  toils.  At  first  they  merely  strive  to  follow 
the  fashion  of  the  day ;  but  in  the  sequel  the  poison  takes  effect, 
the  habit  becomes  fixed,  and  the  sleeping  smokers  are  like  corpses 
--^lean  and  haggard  as  demons.  Such  are  the  injuries  which  it 
does  to  life.  Moreover,  the  drug  maintains  an  exorbitant  price, 
and  cannot  be  obtained  except  for  the  pure  metal.  Smoking 
opium,  in  its  first  stages,  impedes  business;  and  when  the  practice 
is  continued  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  it  throws  whole 
families  into  ruin,  dissipates  every  kiiKd  of  property,  and  destroys 
man  himself*  There  cannot  be  a  greater  evil  than  this.  In  com- 

parison with  arsenic,  I  pronounce  it  tenfold  the  givater  poison. 
One  swallows  arsenic,  because  he  has  lost  hi«  reputation,  and  is  so 
involved  that  he  cannot  extricate  himself    Thus  driven  to  despe«- 
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-a^Gin,  he  iakes  tiie  dose  and  is  destroyed  at  once ;  but  tliose  who 
smoke  tlie  drag  are  injured  in  many  wi^s. 

1st.  //  exhimats  the  animal  spirits.  When  the  smoker  com** 
mences  the  practice^  he  seems  to  imagine  that  his  spirits  are  there* 
by  aiigmented^  but  he  ought  to  know  that  this  appearance  is  ficti- 

tious-*-^ mere  process  of  excitement.  It  may  be  compared  to 
raicong  the  wick  of  a  lamp,  which,  while  it  increases  the  light, 
hastens  the  exhaustion  of  the  oil,  and  the  extinction  of  the  light. 
Henoe,  the  youth  who  smoke  will  shorten  their  own  days,  and  cut 
off  all  hope  of  posterity,  leaving  their  fathers  and  mothers,  and 
wives,  without  any  one  on  whom  to  depend;  and  those  in  middle 
and  advanced  life,  who  smoke,  will  accelerate  the  termination  of 
their  years.    These  are  consequences  which  may  well  be  deplored  ! 

2nd.  ̂ '  It  impedes  the  regtdar  performance  of  business.  Those  in 
places  of  trust,  who  smoke,  fail  to  attend  personally,  even  to  their 
most  important  offices.  Merchants,  who  smoke,  fful  to  keep  their 
appointments,  and  all  thdr  concerns  fall  behindhand.  For  the 
wasting  of  time  and  the  destruction  of  business,  the  pipe  is  un- 

rivalled. The  wealthy  Hong  merchants  who  became  bankrupts  at 
Canton,  were  nearly  all  opium  smokers. 

3rd.  "  It  wastes  the  flesh  and  blood.  From  the  robust,  who 
Mioke,  flesh  is  gradually  consumed  and  worn  away;  and  their 
skin  hangs  down  like  bags.  The  faces  of  the  weak,  who  smoke, 
are  cadaverous  uid  black;  and  their  bones  naked  as  billets  of 
wood. 

4th«  ̂ '  It  dissipates  every  kind  qf  property.  The  rich,  who  smoke, 
will  inevitably  waste  their  patrimony.  It  is  the  usual  practice,  in 
smoking,  for  two  persons  to  lie  down  (on  the  same  platform)  facing 
each  other,  (with  their  c^ium  and  apparatus  between  them,)  in- 

dulging freely  in  conversation,  they  are  soon  in  Elysian  Fields :  and 
by  a  daily  expenditure  for  purehaaing  the  noxious  drug,  and  for 
the  entertainment  of  their  Mends,  who  are  also  confirmed  smokers 
of  opium,  the  wasteful  consumption  of  property  is  very  great. 

5th.  "It  renders  the  person  Ul-favoured.  Those  who  have  been 
long  habituated  to  smoking,  dose  for  whole  days  over  their  pipes, 
without  appetite  for  food,  finding  it  difficult  to  observe  even  the 
c<Hnmon  civilities  of  life :  when  the  desire  for  opium  comes  on, 
they  c^mnot  resist  its  impulae.  Mucus  flows  from  their  nostrils, 
and  tears  from  their  eyes.    Their  very  bodies  are  rotten  and 
putrid* 

6&i.  "It  promotes  obscenity.  When  men  have  long  continued 
the  practice  of  smoking  opium,  their  wives  and  children  learn  to 
imitate  them ;  and  when  it  is  carried  to  great  excess,  no  distinc- 

tion is  preserved  between  the  inner  and  outer  apartments;  no 
difference  between  night  and  day  I  Hence  spring  dark  confu- 
aioDs;  o(  which  it  is  a  shame  to  speak  openly. 

7th.  "It  discovers  secrets.  The  smokers,  whether  honourable 
or  meaui  all  recline  on  the  same  platform,  where  the  secrets  of  their 

hearts  are  honestly  divulged.     *  Where  there  is  much  talking, 
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there  must  be  some  slander/  is  an  old  proTerb.  Now^  what  the 
honest  man  hears  in  their  scenes  of  dissipation^  may  not  lead  to 
any  evil  consequences ;  but  from  what  enters  the  ears  of  the  dis- 

honesty it  will  be  difficult  to  prevent  disastrous  results. 
8th.  "It  vitiates  the  laws.  Both  in  purchasing  and  in  smoking 

the  drug,  one  is  ever  liable  to  meet  with  worthless  vagabonds,  who 
under  various  pretences,  for  the  purpose  of  extortion,  will  raise 
difficulties  and  cause  the  ti^insgressor  of  the  laws  to  be  prosecuted 
and  punished.  Those  who  open  shops  for  the  sale  of  the  drug  are 
liable  to  the  severe  punishments  of  strangulation  and  decapitation; 
for  those  who  buy  and  smoke,  the  punishment  is  banishment. 
Why  expose  yourselves  to  these  penalties  of  the  laws  ? 

9th.  "It  attacks  the  vitals.  By  a  long  continuance  of  the  habit, 
worms  are  generated  in  the  abdomen;  and  in  the  confirmed 
smokers  the  baneful  influences  attack  the  intestines,  and  great 
injury  is  the  consequence — injury  which  even  the  most  celebrated 
physicians  can  never  avert.  Look  at  suicides.  They  swallow  the 
crude  opium,  and  instantly  their  intestines  swell ;  the  blood  flows 
from  their  ears,  eyes,  mouth  and  nose ;  the  whole  body  becomes 
red  and  bloated ;  when  death  ensues.  There  is  no  relief.  Hence, 
may  be  seen  the  virulence  of  the  drug.  Once,  when  on  a  journey, 
it  happened  that  a  fellow-passenger,  who  was  a  smoker,  had  used 
up  all  his  opium ;  the  periodical  desire  for  it  came  on;  but  finding 
no  means  to  gratify  his  appetite,  he  strove  to  take  away  his  own 
life.  By  mistake  he  swallowed  a  cup  of  oil,  which  induced  exces* 
sive  vomiting ;  when  he  threw  up  a  collection  of  noxious  worms, 
partly  coloured,  with  red  heads,  and  hairy  skin,  which  crawled 
upon  the  ground,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  spectators. 

10th.  "  It  destroys  life.  The  poor  smoker,  who  has  pawned  every 
article  in  his  possession,  still  remains  idle  and  inactive ;  and  when 
he  has  no  means  of  borrowing  money,  and  the  periodical  thirst  re- 

turns hard  upon  him,  he  will  pawn  his  wives  and  sell  bis  daughters: 
such  are  the  inevitable  consequences !  In  the  provinces  of  Ngan- 
hwuy,  I  once  saw  a  man,  named  Chin,  who  being  childless,  pur- 

chased a  concubine ;  afterwards,  when  his  money  was  expended 
and  all  other  means  failed  him,  being  unable  to  resist  the  desire 
for  the  pipe,  he  sold  this  same  concubine,  and  received  for  her 
several  tens  of  dollars.  This  money  being  expended,  he  went  and 

hung  himself.     Alas,  how  painful  was  his  end  1^' 
I  brought  with  me  from  China,  a  series  of  pictures^  paintied  at 

Canton,  by  a  Chinese  artist,  to  illustrate  the  results  of  opium  smok* 
ing,  and  which  would  form  an  excellent  accompaniment  rto 
HogartVs  "  Bakers  Progress.^^ 

A  Chinese  artist  has  given  the  following  description  of  tbesa. 
faithful  exhibitions  of  suicidal  crime  and  suffering : — 

1st.  "  The  son  of  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  his  father  dying  while 
he  was  yet' but  a  youth,  comes  into  possession  of  the  whole  famiiiy> estate.     The  young  man,  having  no  inclination  for  businmflt 
books,  gives  himself  up  to  smoking  opium,  and  profligacy^  ̂ hk  * 
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Itf tie  time  his  whole  patrimony  is  squandered^  and  he  becomes  en- 
tirely dependent  on  the  labour  of  his  wife  and  child  for  his  daily 

food.    Their  poverty  and  misery  are  extreme. 
No.  1.  '"This  picture  represents  the  young  man  at  home, 

sichly  attired,  in  perfect  health  and  vigour  of  youth.  An  elegant 
foreign  clock  stands  on  a  marble  table  behind.  On  his  right  is  a 
efaest  of  treasure,  gold  and  silver ;  and  on  the  left,  close  by  his  side, 
is  his  personal  servant,  and  at  a  little  distance,  a  man  whom  he 
keeps  constantly  in  his  employ,  preparing  the  drug  for  use  from 
the  cmde  article,  purchased  and  brought  to  the  house. 

No.  2,  "  In  this  he  is  reclining  on  a  superb  sofa  with  a  pipe 
in  his  mouth,  surrounded  by  courtesans,  two  of  whom  are  young, 
in  the  character  of  musicians.  His  money  now  goes  without  any 
regard  to  its  amount. 

No.  3*  "  After  no  very  long  period  of  indulgence,  his  appetite 
tar  the  drug  is  insatiable,  and  his  countenance  sallow  and  haggard. 
Emaciated,  shoulders  high,  teeth  naked,  face  black,  dozing  from 
morning  till  night,  he  becomes  utterly  inactive.  In  this  state  he 
ittts  moping,  on  a  very  ordinary  couch,  with  his  pipe  and  other  ap- 

paratus for  smoking  lying  by  his  side.  At  this  moment,  his  wives 
—or  a  wife  and  a  concubine — come  in ;  the  first  finding  the  chest 
emptied  of  its  treasure,  stands  frowning  with  astonishment,  while 
3ie  second  gazes  with  wonder  at  what  she  sees  spread  upon  the 
couch. 

No.  4.  ''  His  lands  and  his  houses  are  now  all  gone ;  his  couch 
exchanged  for  some  rough  boards,  and  a  ragged  mattress ;  his  shoes 
are  oflF  his  feet,  and  his  face  half  awry,  as  he  sits  bending  forwards, 
breathing  with  great  difl&culty.  His  wife  and  child  stand  before 
Mm,  poverty  stricken,  suffering  with  hunger;  the  one  in  anger, 
having  dashed  on  the  floor  all  his  apparatus  for  smoking,  while 
the  little  son,  unconscious  of  any  harm,  is  clapping  his  hands  and 
laughing  at  the  sport !  But  he  heeds  not,  either  the  one  or  the 
other. 

No.  5.  '^  His  poverty  and  distress  are  now  extreme,  though  his 
appetite  grows  stronger  than  exer;  heisasa  dead  man  !  In  this 
plight  he  scrapes  together  a  few  copper  cash,  and  hurries  away  to 
one  of  the  smoking  houses,  to  buy  a  little  of  the  scrapings  from  the 
pipe  of  another  smoker,  to  allay  his  insatiable  cravings. 

No.  6.  '^  Here  his  character  is  fixed ;  a  sot.  Seated  on  a  bam- 
boo chair,  he  is  continually  swallowing  the  foeces  of  the  drug,  so 

foal,  that  tea  is  required  to  wash  them  down  his  throat.  His  wife 
and  child  are  seated  near  him,  with  skeins  of  silk  stretched  on 
bamboo  reels,  from  which  they  are  winding  it  ofiF  into  balls ;  thus 
^Krning  a  mere  pittance  for  his  and  their  own  support,  and  drag- 

ging out  from  day  to  day  a  miserable  existence.^^ 
Itere  are  two  other  drawings,  showing  the  progress  of  the 

opium  smuggler,  and  terminating  in  public  strangulation  for  the 
offence. 

TOL.  II.  O 
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The  quantity  of  opium  made  and  sold  in  the  Bengal  Presidency 
hf  the  British  goyemment,  is  annually  increasing.  The  opium  is 
sold  by  aactioB  at  Calcutta  at  stated  interyals.  The  sales  for  the 
year  1845  were  announced  thus : — 

Total 
Patna.     Benares.    Chests. 

1st  sale  on  the  6th  January  4,000  1,800  6,800 
2nd  do,     do.    lOth  February  1,800  850  2,650 
3rd  do.    do.   21st  April  3,600  1,500  5,100 
4th  do.    do.  26th  May  1,800  850  2,650 
6th  do.     do.   29th  June  3,685  1,641  5,326 

21,526 

The  Bombay  trade  in  Malwa  opium  for  1844  is  thus  stated : — 
Passes  granted  at  Indore  under  the  proclamation  of  1843-44, 

from  27th  October,  1843,  to  the  27th  July  last.      Chests  13,325 
Ditto  at  Bombay  from  the  17th  October,  1843,  to 

the  3bth  September,  1844  ....     798 
Ditto  from  the  1st  to  the  2nd  instant,  .         .     190        988 

Chests  14,313 

Imported  undef  the  passes  granted  previous  to  the 
1st  October,  1843,   Chests    3,744 

Ditto  the  proclamation  of  1843-44,  from  the  Ist 
Octoh^^  1843,  to  the  24th  ultimo,      .         .        Chests  13,839^ 

Chests  17,588]^ 

Exported  from  the  1st  October,  1843,  to  the  25th 
ultimo   Chests  18,321 

H.  H.  Glass,  Opium  Agent. 
Bombay,  25/A  September,  1844. 

Thus  21,526  chests  from  Bengal,  and  18,321  chests  from  Bom- 
bay, give  39,847  chests,  as  the  total  production  for  one  year, 

exported  from  British  India,  for  the  destruction  of  the  human 
race. 

Great  gartibling  is  carried  on  in  India  in  the  drug, — ^some  spe- 
culate for  a  rise  in  price,  others  for  a  fall, — similar  to  stock  ex- 
change gambling  here.  •  The  opium  sale  at  Calcutta  on  the  30th  of 

November  was  stopped  by  two  natives  bidding  against  each  other, 
until  the  price  rose,  it  is  said,  to  130,995  rupees  per  chest !  Such 
is  the  Christian  government  we  have  in  India. 

o2 
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It  is  iu)t  surprising  that  the  Chinese  government  became  exceed- 
ing anxious  to  put  a  stop  to  a  pestilence  which^  in  the  emphatic 

language  of  Mr.  Lay,  Her  Majesty^s  consul  in  China^  was  "  ham- 
stringing the  nation/^  The  Emperor,  by  his  denouncements  in 

1800,  induced  the  East  India  Company^s  supercargoes  at  Canton^ 
to  recommend  strongly  to  the  Court  of  Directors  in  London,  to 
take  measures  for  preventing  the  shipment  of  any  opium  from 
Bengal,  or  from  England,  to  China.  In  1809,  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Keaking,  the  governor  of  Canton 
required  the  Hong  merchants  to  give  bonds  of  security  that  all 
ships^  wishing  to  discharge  cargo  at  Whampoa,  had  no  opium  on 
board.  In  1815,  Governor  Tseang  made  a  report  to  the  Emperor 
against  traitorous  natives  who  dealt  in  opium  at  Macao,  and  re- 

ceived the  imperial  commands,  rigorously  to  enforce  the  laws  against 
them. 

In  1820  (5th  of  April)  Governor  Yuen  issued  a  prohibitory  pro- 
clamation  against  the  drug. 

In  1830,  the  Emperor  issued  an  edict  declaring  that  the  "injury 
done  by  the  influx  of  opium,  and  by  the  increase  of  those  who  in- 

hale it,  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  a  conjlagrationy"  that  "  the  waste 
of  property  and  the  hurt  done  to  human  beings,  is  every  day  greater 

than  the  preceding ;"  and  that  "  from  south  to  north  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces, the  appearance"  of  things  is  as  if  they  were  their  own  ruling 

rut,^^  [rut  of  a  wheel] . 
In  1831,  the  Peking  Gazette  contained  further  laws  against 

opium,  and  inflicted  100  blows  and  three  years  transportation,  on 
those  who  refused  to  point  out  the  seller  of  opium.  Every  governor, 
Pooyuen,  &c.,  were  commanded  to  require  of  all  persons  employed 
in  his  office  a  bond  that  they  never  use  opium. 

In  1832,  February  9th,  Le,  governor  of  Canton  province,  issued 
a  stringent  chop  (proclamation  or  order)  against  the  importation 

of  the  *^  opium  dirt,^'  declaring  it  "  a  spreading  poison,  inexhausti- 
ble, and  in  its  injurious  effects  extreme." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  document :— ̂  
Le,  cabinet  minister,  governor,  &c.  to  the  Hong  merchants  re- 

quiring them  to  inform  themselves  fully  of  the  following  order : 
"  Opium  is  a  spreading  poison, — inexhaustible ; — its  injurious 

effects  are  extreme.  Often  has  it  been  severely  interdicted,  as 
appears  on  record;  but  of  late  the  various  ships  of  barbarians, 
which  bring  opium,  ail  anchor  and  linger  about  at  Lintin,  in  the 
outer  ocean,  and  exclusive  of  cargo  ships,  there  are  appointed  bar- 

barian ships  in  which  opium  is  deposited  and  accumulated,  and 
liiere  it  is  sold  by  stealth.  That  place  is  in  the  midst  of  the  great 
ocean,  and  to  it  there  are  four  passages  and  eight  communications, 
(i,  e.  it  is  accessible  from  every  quarter.)  Not  only  do  traitorous 
banditti  of  this  province  go  thither,  and  in  boats  make  clandestine 
purchases,  but,  from  many  places,  in  various  provinces,  vessels 
come  by  sea,  under  pretence  of  trading  to  Lintin ;  and  in  the  dark 
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buy  c/pimn  dirt,  which  they  set  tail  with,  and  carry  off:  as,  for 
example,  firom  Eiimim,  (or  Amoy,)  in  Fdiien ;  Ningpo,  in  Chfi" 
ki&ng ;  and  Tientsin,  in  Chihli,  proyinces,  &o.  And  tiiere  are  na- 
tires,  vagabonds,  who  dandertinely  open  opium  fdmaces;  then 
traitorous  merchants  trom  oiitnde,  (or  other  provinces,)  first  go  to 
Canton  shops,  and  secretly  agree  about  the  price }  next  make  out 
a  bond  and  buy;  proceedings  which  are  direct  and  gross  vielatioms 
of  existing  prohibitions. 

''  At  present,  some  one  in  the  capital  has  represented  the  affiBur 
to  the  Emperor,  and  strict  orders  have  been  respectfully  receimsd 
from  His  Majesty,  to  investigate,  consult,  and  extenmnatei  by 
cutting  off  the  source  of  the  evil.  I,  the  cabinet  minister  and 
governor,  have  met  and  consulted  with  the  Heutenant-govanor, 
and  we  have,  with  veneration,  reported  our  sentiments  to  the 
Emperor.  We  have,  besides,  written  to  the  governments  of  Chihli 
and  the  other  provinces,  that  they  may  search  and  prosecute,  as  is 
on  record. 

'^  Uniting  the  above,  an  order  is  hereby  issued  to  the  Hong 
merchants,  that  they  may  forthwith  obey  accordingly.  They  ars^ 
commanded  to  expostulate  with  earnestness,  and  persuade  the 
barbarians  of  the  several  nations,  telling  them  that,  hereafter, 
when  coming  to  Canton  to  trade,  they  must  not,  on  any  account 
bring  opium  concealed  in  the  ship's  holds,  nor  appoint  vessels  to 
be  opium  depdts  at  Lintin,  in  the  outside  ocean,  hewing  thereby 
to  seD  it  by  stealth.  If  they  dare,  intentionally,  to  disobey^  the 
moment  it  is  discovered,  positively  shall  the  said  barbarian  sUps 
have  their  hatches  sealed, — ^their  selling  and  buying  put  a  stop  to, 
and  an  expulsion  inflicted,  driving  them  away  to  their  own  coan« 
try;  and  for  ever  after  shall  they  be  disallowed  to  oome  to  trade; 
that  thereby  punishment  may  be  manifested.  On  this  »f^,  a 
strict  interdict  has  been  respectfully  received  from  imperial  aatfao^ 
rity :  and  the  Hong  merchants  must  honestly  exert  their  utmost 
efforts,  to  persuade  to  a  total  cutting  off  of  the  clandestine  intro* 
duction  of  opium  dirt.  Let  there  not  be  the  least  trifling  or  care- 

lessness, for,  if  opium  be  again  allowed  to  enter  the  interior,  it  will 
involve  them  in  serious  criminality.  Oppose  not  1  These  are  Ac 

commands.^' In  1834,  November  8rd^  there  was  another  similar  edict  from 
the  Imperial  Cabinet  at  Peking. 

In  1886,  (June  12th,)  a  member  of  the  imperial  government 
addressed  a  representation  to  the  Emperor,  suggesting  that  opium 
should  be  admitted,  as  its  smu^led  introduction  could  not  be  pre* 
vented. 

^'The  memorial  of  Hui-Mu-Chi,  member  of  the  Council  of 
Bites,  humbly  sheweth,  that  the  more  rigorous  the  prohibitions 
have  been  against  the  introduction  of  opium,  the  more  widely  has 
the  poison  been  spread.  It  appears  needful,  therefore,  that  these 
circumstances  should  receive  earnest  attention ;  and  j/our  memo- 
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lialist  hnmbljr  beseeches  yotur  Majesty  to  order  a  secret  enquiry 
into  the  whole  state  of  this  matter. 

''Opium  is  in  truths  a  medicine;  used  properly  it  animates, 
purifies  the  breath,  and  dispels  noxious  vapours.  Its  nature  is 
yery  clearly  explained  in  the  work  of  lina-dun :  he  calls  this  herb 
'the  internal  support/ 

"  Opium  is  inhaled,  and  when  the  habii  becomes  inveterate^  it  is 
necessary  to  smoke  it  at  certain  fixed  hours :  it  is  then  well  called 

xam-bi|  (desire).  Time  is  consumed,  men's  duties  are  forgotten, 
and  thqr  can  no  longer  live  without  this  poison.  Its  symptoms 
are  difficulty  of  breathing,  chalky  paleness,  discoloured  teeth,  and 
a  withered  skin.  People  perceive  that  it  hurries  them  to  des- 
tmdioii ;  but  it  leaves  them  without  spirit  to  desist.  When  have 
psrobibitions  sufficed  to  destroy  deeply-rooted  evil  practices  ? 

'^  Thare  are  three  kinds  of  opium :  the  first  is  called  campan, 
(PaAna,)  this  is  of  a  black  colour,  and  is  therefcure  called  black 
earth :  it  comes  from  Bengal.  The  second  is  called  papi,  (Mahia,) 
9nd  comes  from  Bombay.  The  name  of  the  third  kind  is  Fe,  (old 
skin,)  and  comes  from  Madras.  All  these  places  belong  to  the 
Saglish. 

'^  In  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Eien-lung,  a  tarifif  was  published 
including  opium.  The  duty  was  three  taels  upon  a  himdred  cat* 
ties,  and  two  taels,  four  mace,  and  five  candareens,  as  emoluments 
or  fees.  In  the  first  year  of  Kea-king,  (1796,)  it  was  declared  a 
erime  to  smoke  opium,  and  the  offence  was  punishable  with  cange 
and  bambooing.  Notwithstanding  severe  penalties,  imprisonment, 
temporary  banishment,  and  even  death,  the  number  of  those  who 
smoke  opium  has  multiplied  exceedingly,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  practice  will  become  general  throughout  the  empire. 

"  In  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Keen-lung,  the  opium  was  entered 
at  the  Custom-house,  paid  duties,  and  was  delivered  to  the  Hong 
merchants  Hke  other  merchandise,  in  barter  for  teas  or  other  com* 
modities.  But  now  that  the  laws  against  its  introduction  are  rigor- 

ous, dealers  purchase  the  drug  secretly  with  money.  In  the 
reign  of  Kea-king,  it  was  computed  that  several  hundreds  of  chests 
were  imported  in  each  year;  but  now  the  quantity  introduced 
exceeds  20,000  chests:  each  chest  contains  100  catties.  The 
superior  or  blue  kind  is  valued  at  800  dollars :  the  second  quality 
(pa-pin,)  at  about  600  dollars,  and  the  inferior  sort  (hum-pin,)  at 
about  400  dollars.  The  whole  value  amounts  to  more  than  ten 
millions  of  taels.  In  former  times  the  foreign  merchants  brought 
money  to  purchase  goods,  and  the  coast  provinces  gave  but  a  Uttle 
and  gained  much;  but  now  the  foreign  merchants  secretly  sell 
their  opium  for  money :  thus^  the  silver  and  bullion  go  out  and 
none  return. 

'^  This  empire  has  enjoyed  peace  for  thousands  of  years,  and  its 
Indies  have  ever  flowed.  At  present  gold  and  opium  are  at  par. 
The  exchange  for  sycee  silver  was  formerly  1000  cash  for  one  tael; 
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now  it  is  1200  or  1800  cash  to  the  tael.  The  price  of  sycee  is  still 
on  the  increase.  Now  the  salt  and  other  merchants  receive  cash 
in  payment  for  their  goods,  and  pay  silver  into  the  treasury  for 
their  duties,  hereby  suffering  great  loss :  consequently,  several 
branches  of  trade  are  languid  and  indeed  decaying. 

*'  To  stop  the  foreign  trade,  it  has  been  said,  would  arrest  the 
evil  at  its  source.  It  is  true  that  the  Celestial  Empire  will  not 
feel  the  loss  of  several  millions  in  the  revenue,  but  it  is  not  just 
that  the  Portuguese  and  other  foreigners,  who  have  traded  for 
several  hundreds  of  years,  should  suffer  on  account  of  the  !^nglish, 
and  they  alone  bring  opium.  If  the  English  and  the  other 
foreigners  are  expelled,  how  can  they  live  ?  So  many  thousands  of 
men  from  the  distant  places  of  the  earth,  who  are  supported  alone 
by  trade  ?  These  foreigners  too,  may  each  select  a  spot  on  the 
eastern  shores  of  the  empire,  for  their  nation,  to  which  your 

Majesty's  merchant  vessels  wiU  resort,  and  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
prevent  them. 

''Foreign  ships  have  visited  the  coasts  of  Pokien,  Chekeang, 
Keangnan,  Shantung,  Teintsin,  with  the  intention  of  selling  opium. 
They  have^  indeed,  been  immediately  expelled  by  the  local  govern^- 
ments,  but  it  is  certain  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  opium  has 
been  since  clandestinely  introduced  at  the  outports.  Although 
then  the  general  trade  at  Canton  were  stopped,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  prevent  smuggling. 

"  Officers  are  commanded  to  proceed  to  the  coasts  and  examine: 
the  duty  is  performed  coldly,  and  each  day  more  opium  is  intro- 

duced. The  laws  and  edicts  have  been  a  pretext  for  needy  and 
corrupt  officers  of  the  lower  ranks  to  exact  gain.  The  more  rigid 
the  prohibitions  have  been,  the  larger  and  the  more  jBrequent  are 
the  bribes,  and  the  more  adroit  are  the  schemes  of  the  knaves  who 
deal  in  opium.  In  the  first  year  of  your  Imperial  Majesty,  the 
viceroy,   Tuen-puen,   proceeded  vigorously  against  ,   a 
smuggler,  at  Macao,  and  the  foreign  merchants  being  no  longer 
secure  in  their  opium  trade  at  that  place,  betook  themselves  to 
Lintin.  This  place  is  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  and  is  free  of 
access  on  every  side.  There  remain  at  Lintin  the  whole  year 
several  large  ships  for  the  deposit  of  opium  :  in  the  city  there  are 
shops  specially  devoted  to  the  selling  of  opium,  they  are  called  (the 
furnace  mouths,)  from  these  the  price  of  the  opium  is  conveyed  to 
the  foreign  factories :  an  order,  in  writing,  is  delivered  to  these 
traders,  with  which  they  repair  to  the  ships  at  Lintin.  There  are 
boats  called  '  rapid  lizard,^  and  also  boats  known  by  the  term  of 
'long  dragon.'  These  are  strongly  manned  with  ruffians,  and 
armed  with  large  guns  and  other  weapons.  They  proceed  with 
great  speed,  and  the  people  at  the  watch-houses  are  all  bribed.  If 
they  meet  with  the  Imperial  cruisers,  and  an  attempt  is  made  to 
apprehend  them,  they  have  the  boldness  to  resist,  and  many  per- 

sons have  been  killed  and  wounded  in  their  encounter^. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  command  from  the  late  viceroy,  the  vice- 

admiral  and  the  magistrate  of  Hiang-kan  apprehended 
and  several  opium  boats.     Some  of  the  crews  were  seized  and 
severely  punished ;  many  were  killed,  and  the  opium  (more  than 
14,000  catties)  was  confiscated  and  destroyed. 

^'  Most  vigorous  proceedings  have  at  various  times  taken  place. 
But  the  habit  cannot  be  prevented  and  the  respect  of  the  people  for 
the  laws  is  grievously  shaken.  Great  mischief  has  occurred  too  from 
the  pretence  of  villains  in  the  innerwaters,  that  they  were  government 
cruizers ;  thus  taking  occasion  to  plunder  and  disturb  the  peace- 

ful. During  the  time  that  your  Majesty's  humble  memoralist  was 
at  the  head  of  the  magistracy  at  Canton,  many  cases  of  this  kind 
came  under  his  cognizance,  in  which  good  people  had  suffered. 
These  and  many  other  desperate  evils  take  their  source  from  these 
vigorous,  but  inadequate  prohibitions. 

'^  The  population  of  this  vast  empire  has  increased  from  year  to 
year ;  but  now  this  evil  practice  is  spreading  widely.  All  men 
smoke,  the  high  and  the  low,  the  old,  and  the  young,  and  life  is 
degraded  and  shortened — the  subsistence  of  families  is  wasted, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  land  is  passing  away.  It  is  meet,  therefore, 
that  a  well-founded  plan  should  provide  remedies  for  this  evil. 
Let  the  custom-houses  no  longer  be  closed,  or  impotent  laws  be 
kept  alive.  Let  it  be  declared  that  the  foreign  merchants  shall 
levy  a  duty  for  opium,  as  for  a  drug.  Let  it  be  delivered  to  the 
Hong  merchants,  and  let  them  be  commanded  to  barter  goods  for 
it;  but  not  to  purchase  it  with  money  or  bullion.  The  exporta- 

tion of  sycee  and  dollars  should  be  strictly  prohibited,  and  when 
transgressors  in  this  respect  are  apprehended  let  the  opium  be 
burnt,  and  the  silver  be  divided  amongst  the  oflScers  who  seize  it. 

"  Let  the  civil  and  military  authorities  and  all  persons  in  this 
employment  of  the  government  be  forbidden  to  participate  in  this 
vice,  so  that  they  may  perform  these  duties  and  preserve  their 
time.  If  the  laws  are  to  be  rigorously  enforced  these  officers  must 
co-operate  heartily  together. 

"  Should  any  public  authority  smoke  opium,  let  his  crime  in- 
deed be  pardoned,  but  let  him  be  dismissed.  Being  pardoned  he 

may  repent,  and  amend.  It  is  fit  that  the  heads  of  departments, 
and  those  immediately  under  them,  should  be  thus  punished ;  but 
let  the  lower  classes  of  the  people  buy  and  sell,  and  smoke  with- 

out restraint  or  punishment. 

"  No  prohibitions  should  remain  in  force  except  any  against  the 
officers  of  the  government. 

^^  All  men  know  that  a  dissolute  life  leads  to  death,  and  that 
tinlin  and  utan  are  of  the  most  pernicious  tendency.  And  yet 
from  the  remotest  antiquity  these  evils  have  existed.  Prohibi- 

tions have  been  enforced  only  against  the  ignorant  and  the  poor, 
but  not  against  the  authorities  and  the  military. 

"  When  goods  are  exchanged  for  goods,  the  government  will  no 
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longer  suffer  loss ;  nay,  their  mines  of  silver  will  be  spared  to  liie 
Empire.  But  there  must  be  no  trifling,  or  it  is  to  be  feared  not 
only  that  the  smoking  of  opium  will  never  be  extinct,  but  that 
other  great  mischief  will  grow  past  remedy. 

''  In  future  times  when  the  people  shall  be  exhausted,  and  the 
riches  of  the  country  vanished,  plans  may  indeed  be  set  on  foot. 
Bepentance  mends  not  things  paased. 

'^  Your  memorialist  (an  unworthy  censor  of  the  privy  council, 
and  through  your  Majesty's  unbounded  favour  elevated  above  the 
other  officers),  was  for  ten  years  chief  justice  at  Canton,  and 
believes  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  great  advantages  of  that 
fine  province ;  and  also  with  the  cause  of  the  great  defalcation  of 
revenue.  He  has  seen  that  these  evils  are  produced  by  the  prO" 
hibitions  of  the  opium,  and  that  they  are  increasing  daily. 

Others  have  not  dared  to  lay  this  truth  at  your  Majesty's  feet. 
''Your  memorialist  now  humbly  prays  that  your  Impend 

Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  your  ministeiB  at  Can* 
ton  to  deliberate,  and  report  to  your  Majesty.  Would  to  God, 
that  the  means  your  memorialist  has  proposed  may  be  found  suf- 

ficient to  give  prosperity  to  the  Empire,  and  to  arrest  the  de&l* 
cations  oi  revenue. 

''  In  humility  all  this  is  humbly  submitted. 

The  answer  of  the  Emperor  was : — 
"  In  the  memorial  of  Hui  minister  of  the  council  of  rites,  it  is 

set  forth,  that  the  more  vigorous  the  prohibitions  have  been 
against  opium,  the  more  has  the  poison  been  spread.  In  these  last 
few  years  nobody  indeed  has  been  audacious  enough  to  purchase  it 
openly  from  the  foreigners  in  exchange  for  goods,  but  clandestinely 
it  has  been  purchased  in  great  quantities  with  silver,  occasioning 
an  annual  loss  to  the  Empire,  of  more  than  ten  million  of  taels. 

''  The  memorialist  Hui,  therefore,  prays  that  this  article  may 
be  taken  is  exchange  for  goods,  in  like  manner  with  all  other 
merchandize. 

"  I,  the  Emperor,  therefore,  order  the  viceroy  of  Canton  to 
assemble  his  council  to  deliberate  hereupon,  and  to  report  to  me. 
Let  this  memorial  of  Hui  be  transmitted  to  the  ministers  at 

Canton.''  (12  June,  1836.) 
The  specious  fallacies  in  the  preceding  document  were  well 

answered  by  a  memorial  of  Choo-tsun  on  opium ;  on  the  character 

of  the  trade  in  it,  impolicy  of  sanctioning  its  introduction,'  its baneful  effects  on  the  property,  and  on  the  physical  and  moral 
character  of  the  people,  dated  October,  1836. 

"  ChoO'tsun,  member  of  the  council  and  of  the  board  of  rites, 
kneeling,  presents  the  following  memorial,  wherein  he  suggests 
the  propriety  of  increasing  the  severity  of  certain  prohibitory  en- 
actments,  with  a  view  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  laws,  and  to 
remove  a  great  evil  from  among  the  people  :  to  this  end  he  res* 
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peotfiiUy  states  his  riews  on  the  subjectj  and  earnestly  entreats  his 
sacred  Majesty  to  cast  a  glance  thereon. 

'^  I  would  humbly  point  out,  that  wherever  an  evil  exists  it 
should  be  at  once  removed,  and  that  the  laws  should  never  be  suf* 
fered  to  fall  into  disuetude.  Our  government  having  received 
from  heaven  the  gift  of  peace,  has  transmitted  it  for  two  centuries ; 
this  has  afforded  opportunity  for  the  removal  of  evils  from  among 
the  people.  For  governing  the  central  nation,  and  for  holding  in 
submission  all  the  surrounding  barbarians,  rules  exist  perfect  in 
thmr  nature,  and  well  fitted  to  attain  their  end.  And  in  regard  to 
opum,  special  enactments  were  passed  for  the  prohibition  of  its  use 
in  the  first  year  of  Keaking,  (1796)  and  since  then,  memorials  pre- 

sented at  various  successive  periods,  have  given  rise  to  additional 
prohibitions,  all  which  have  been  inserted  in  the  code  and  the  se- 

veral tariffs.  The  laws,  then,  relating  thereto,  are  not  wanting  in 
severity,  but  there  are  those  in  office,  who  for  want  of  energy,  fail 

to  carry  them  into  execution.  Hence  the^people's  minds  gradually 
become  callous,  and  base  desires  springing  up  among  them,  in- 

crease day  by  day  and  month  by  month,  till  their  rank  luxuriance 
has  spread  over  the  whole  empire.  These  noisome  weeds,  having 
been  long  neglected,  it  has  become  impossible  to  eradicate.  And 
those  to  whom  this  duty  is  intrusted  are,  as  if  hand-bound,  wholly 
at  a  loss  what  to  do. 

"  When  the  foreign  ships  convey  opium  to  the  coast,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  them  to  sell  it  by  retail.  Hence  there  are  at  Canton,  in 

the  provincial  city  brokers,  named  melters.  These  engage  money- 
changers to  arrange  the  price  with  the  foreigners,  and  to  obtain 

orders  for  them;  with  which  orders  they  proceed  to  the  receiving 
ships,  and  there  the  vile  drug  is  delivered  to  them.  This  part  of 
the  transaction  is  notorious,  and  the  actors  in  it  are  easily  dis- 

coverable. The  boats  which  carry  the  drug,  and  which  are  called 

'fast  crabs^  and  'scrambling  dragons,'  are  all  well  furnished  with 
guns  and  other  weapons,  and  ply  their  oars  as  swiftly  as  though 
they  were  wings. 

'^  Their  crews  have  all  the  overbearing  assumption  and  audacity 
of  pirates ;  shall  such  men  be  suffered  to  navigate  the  surrounding 
seas,  according  to  their  own  will?  and  shall  such  conduct  be 
passed  over  without  investigation  ?  The  late  governor  Loo  having 
on  one  occasion  sent  the  commodore  Tsin  Yuchang  to  eo-operate 
with  Teen  Poo,  the  magistrate  c^  HeangHshan,  those  officers  seized 
a  vessel  belonging  to  Leang  Heennee,  which  was  carrying  opium, 
and  out  of  her  tb^y  took  14,000  catties  of  the  drug.  Punishment 
also  was  inflicted  on  the  criminals  Yaoukew  and  Owkwan,  both  of 
them  opium  brokers.  Hence  it  is  apparent,  that  if  the  great  offi<* 
eers  in  charge  of  the  provinces  do  in  truth  show  an  example  to 
their  civil  and  military  subordinates,  and  if  these  do  in.  sincerity 
search  for  the  drug,  and  faithfully  seize  it  when  found,  apprehend- 

ing the  most  criminal^  and  inflicting  upon  them  severe  punishmeat; 
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it  is,  in  this  case,  not  impossible  to  attain  the  desired  end.  And  if 
the  officers  are  indeed  active  and  strenuous  in  their  exertions,  and 
make  a  point  of  iuflicting  punishment  on  offenders,  will  the  people, 
however  perverse  and  obstinate  they  may  be,  really  continue  fear- 

less of  the  laws  ?  No,  the  thing  to  be  lamented  is,  instability  in 
maintaining  the  laws,  the  vigorous  execution  thereof  being  often 
and  suddenly  exchanged  for  indolent  laxity. 

'^  It  has  been  represented  that  advantage  is  taken  of  the  laws 
against  opium,  by  extortionate  underlings  and  worthless  vagrants, 
to  benefit  themselves.  Is  it  not  known,  then,  that  where  the 
government  enacts  a  law,  there  is  necessary  an  infraction  of  that 
law?  And  though  the  law  should  sometimes  be  relaxed  and 
become  ineffectual,  yet  surely  it  should  not  on  that  account  be 
abolished;  any  more  than  we  would  altogether  cease  to  eat 
because  of  diseased  stoppage  of  the  throat.  When  have  not  pros- 

titution, gambling,  treason,  robbery,  and  such-like  infractions  of 
the  laws,  afforded  occasions  for  extortionate  underlings  and  worth- 

less vagrants,  to  benefit  themselves,  and  by  falsehood  and  bribery 
to  amass  wealth.  Of  these  there  have  been  frequent  instances ; 
and  as  any  instance  is  discovered,  punishment  is  inflicted.  But 
none  surely  would  contend,  that  the  law,  because  in  such  instances 
rendered  ineffectual,  should  therefore  be  abrogated.  The  laws 
that  forbid  the  people  to  do  wrong,  may  be  likened  to  the  dykes 
which  prevent  the  overflowing  of  water.  If  any  one,  then,  urging 
that  the  dykes  are  very  old,  and  therefore  useless,  we  should  have 
them  thrown  down,  what  words  could  express  the  consequences  of 
the  impetuous  rush  and  all-destroying  overflow  :  yet  the  provincials, 
when  discussing  the  subject  of  opium,  being  perplexed  and  bewil- 

dered by  it,  think  that  a  prohibition  which  does  not  utterly  prohi- 
bit, is  better  than  one  which  does  not  effectually  prevent  the  im- 

portation of  the  drug.  Day  and  night  I  have  meditated  on  this, 
and  can  in  truth  see  no  wisdom  in  the  opinion. 

"  It  is  said  that  the  opium  should  be  admitted,  subject  to  a 
duty,  the  importers  being  required  to  give  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Hong  merchants,  in  barter  only  for  merchandise,  without  being 
allowed  to  sell  it  for  money ;  and  this  is  proposed  as  a  means  of 
preventing  money  from  secretly  oozing  out  of  the  country.  But 
the  English,  by  whom  opium  is  sold,  have  been  driven  out  to  Lin- 
tin  so  long  since  as  the  first  year  of  Taoukwang  (1821),  when  the 
then  governor  of  Kwangtung  and  Kwange  discovered  and  punished 
the  warehousers  of.  opium ;  so  long  have  they  been  expelled,  nor 
have  they  ever  since  imported  it  into  Macao.  Having  once  sup- 

pressed the  trade,  and  driven  them  away,  shall  we  now  again  call 
upon  them  and  invite  them  to  return  ?  This  would  be,  indeed, 
a  derogation  from  the  true  dignity  of  government.  As  to  the  pro- 

position to  give  tea  in  exchange,  and  entirely  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  ey&Oi  foreign  silver,  I  apprehend  that,  if  the  tea  should 

not  be  found  sufficient,  money  wiU  still  be  given  in  exchange  for 
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the  drug.  Besides^  if  it  is  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  exportation 
of  dollars^  why  not  also  to  prevent  .the  importation  of  opium?  And 
if  we  can  but  prevent  the  importation  of  opium,  the  exportation  of 
dollars  will  then  cease  of  itself,  and  the  two  offences  will  both  at 
once  be  stopped.  Moreover,  is  it  not  better,  by  continuing  the  old 
enactments,  to  find  even  a  partial  remedy  for  the  evil,  than  by  a 
change  of  the  laws  to  increase  the  importation  still  further  ?  As 
to  levying  a  duty  on  opium,  the  thing  sounds  so  awkwardly,  and 
reads  so  unbeseemingly,  that  such  a  duty  ought  surely  not  to  be 
levied. 

"  Again,  it  is  said  that  the  prohibitions  against  the  planting  of 
the  poppy  by  natives  should  be  relaxed ;  and  that  the  direct  con- 

sequence will  be,  daily  diminution  of  the  profits  of  foreigners, 
and,  in  course  of  time,  the  entire  cessation  of  the  trade,  without 
the  aid  of  prohibitions.  It  is  then  forgotten  that  it  is  natural  to 
the  common  people  to  prize  things  heard  of  only  by  the  ear,  and 
to  undervalue  those  which  are  before  their  eyes — to  pass  by  those 
things  which  are  near  to  hand,  and  to  seek  after  those  which  are 
afar  oflF — and,  though  they  have  a  thing  in  their  own  land,  yet 
to  esteem  more  highly  such  as  come  to  them  from  beyond  the 
seas  ?  Thus,  in  Keangsoo,  Chekeang,  Pookein,  and  Kwangtung^ 
they  will  not  quietly  be  guided  by  the  laws  of  the  empire,  but 
must  needs  make  use  of  foreign  money ;  and  this  foreign  money,, 
though  of  an  inferior  standard,  is  nevertheless  exchanged  by  them 
at  a  higher  rate  than  the  native  sycee  silver,  which  is  pure.  And, 
although  money  is  cast  in  China  after  exactly  the  same  pattern, 
under  the  names  of  Keangsoo  pieces,  Fookein  pieces,  and  native, 
or  Canton  pieces,  yet  this  money  has  not  been  able  to  gain  cur- 

rency among  the  people.  Thus,  also,  the  silk  and  cotton  goods  of 
China  are  not  insufficient  in  quantity,  and  yet  the  broad-cloths, 
and  camlets,  and  cotton  goods  of  the  barbarians  from  beyond  the 
pale  of  the  empire,  are  in  constant  request.  Taking  men  gene- 

rally, the  minds  of  all  are  equally  unenlightened  in  this  respect,  so 
that  all  men  prize  what  is  strange,  and  undervalue  whatever  is  in 
ordinary  use. 

"  From  Fookein,  Kwangtung,  Chekeang,  Shantung,  Yunnan,  and 
Kweichow,  memorials  have  been  presented  by  the  censors  and 
other  officers,  requesting  that  prohibitions  should  be  enacted 
against  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy,  and  against  the  preparation  of 
opium ;  but  while  nominally  prohibited,  the  cultivation  of  it  has 
not  been  really  stopped  in  those  places.  Of  any  of  those  provinces^ 
except  Yunnan,  I  do  not  presume  to  speak,  but  of  that  portion  of 
the  country  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  say,  that  the  poppy  is  culti- 

vated all  over  the  hills  and  the  open  campaign,  and  that  the 
quantity  of  opium  annually  produced  there  cannot  be  less  than 
several  thousand  chests.  And  yet  we  do  not  observe  any  diminu- 

tion in  the  quantity  of  silver  exported,  as  compared  with  any  pre- 

vious period ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lack  of  the  metal  ' 
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Ymmmn  is  doabk,  in  degree  wlist  it  formerly  was.  To  wKat 
cause  is  this  to  be  ascribed  ?  To  what  but  that  the  consamers  of 
tiie  drug  are  verj  msaij,  and  that  those  who  are  choice  and  dainty 
with  regard  to  its  quality,  prefer  always  the  foreign  article. 

"  Those  of  yonr  majesty's  adnsers  who  compare  the  drug  to 
the  dried  leaf  of  the  tobacco  plant^  are  in  error.  The  tobacco  leaf 
does  not  destroy  the  hnman  constitntion.  The  profit,  too,  arising 
from  the  sale  of  tobacco  is  small,  while  that  arising  from  opinm  id 
lurge.  Besides,  tobacco  may  be  cultivated  on  bare  and  barren 
ground,  while  tihe  poppy  needs  a  rich  and  fertile  soil.  K  all  the 
rich  and  fertile  ground  be  used  for  planting  the  poppy ;  and  if  the 
people,  hoping  for  a  large  profit  therefrom,  madly  engage  in  its 
cultivation ;  where  will  flax  and  the  mtdbeny-tree  be  cultivated^ 
or  wheat  and  rye  be  planted?  To  draw  off  in  this  way  tk^ 
waters  of  the  great  fountain,  requisite  for  the  production  of  food 
and  raiment,  and  to  lavish  them  upon  the  root  whence  calamity 
and  disaster  spring  forth,  is  an  error  which  may  be  compared  to 
that  of  a  physician  who,  when  treating  a  mere  external  disease^ 
should  drive  it  inwards  to  the  heart  and  cetitre  of  the  body.  It 
may  in  such  a  case  be  found  impossible  efven  to  preserve  Hfe,  And 
shdU  the  fine  fields  of  Kwangtung,  that  produce  their  three  crq>sr 

every  year,  be  given  up  for  the  cultivation  of  this  noxious  weed— 
those  fields,  in  comparison  with  which  the  unequal  soil  of  aU  other 
parts  of  the  empire  is  not  even  to  be  mentioned  ? 

**  To  sum  up  the  matter ;  the  wide-spreading  and  baneful  in- 
fluence of  opium,  when  regarded  simply  as  injurious  to  properfy, 

is  of  inferior  importance ;  but  when  regarded  as  hmrtfol  to  the 
people,  it  demands  most  anxious  consideration ;  for  in  the  people 
lies  the  very  foundation  of  the  empire.  Proper^,  it  is  true,  is  that 
on  which  the  subsistence  of  the  people  depends.  Yet  a  deficiency 
of  it  may  be  supplied,  and  an  impoverished  people  improved) 
whereas  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  any  artificial  means  to  sare  a 
people  enervated  by  luxury.  In  the  histoiy  of  Formosa  we  find 
the  foUowing  passage :  "  Opium  was  first  produced  in  Kaoutsinne, 
which  by  some  is  said  to  be  the  same  as  Kalapa  (or  Batavia).  The 
natives  of  this  place  were  at  the  first  sprightly  and  active,  and 
being  good  soldiers,  were  always  successful  in  battle.  But  the 
people  called  Kung-maou  (red-haired)  come  thither,  and  having 
manufactured  opium,  reduced  some  of  the  natives  into  the  habit  (tf 
smoking  it ;  from  thence  the  mania  for  it  rapidly  spread  through" 
out  the  whole  nation ;  so  that,  in  process  of  time,  the  natives  be^ 
came  feeble  and  enervated,  submitted  to  the  foreign  rule,  and, 

ultimately,  were  completely  subjugated.''  Now  the  English  are 
of  the  race  of  foreigners  called  Kung-maou.  In  introduciiHg  opium 
into  this  country,  their  purpose  has  been  to  weaken  and  enfeeble 
the  central  empire.  If  not  early  aroused  to  a  sense  al  our  dang^> 
we  shall  find  ourselves,  ere  long,  on  the  last  step  towards  ruin. 

'*  The  repeated  instances,  within  a  few  years,  of  the  barbarians' 
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IB  question  haying  assumed  an  attitude  of  outrageous  disobedience^ 
and  the  stealthy  entrance  of  their  ships  into  the  provinces  of  Foo- 
keen^  Chekeang^  Keangnan^  and  Shantung,  and  even  to  Tientsin ; 
to  what  motive  are  these  to  be  attributed?  I  am  truly  unable  to 
answer  the  inquiry*  But,  reverently  perusing  the  sacred  instruc- 

tions of  your  majesty^s  all-wise  progenitor,  sumamed  the  Benevo- 
lent (Kanghe),  I  find  the  remark  by  him  dated  the  tenth  month 

of  the  fifby^fifth  year  of  his  reign  (1717) :  ̂   There  is  cause  for 
apprehension,  lest  in  centuries  or  miUeniums  to  come,  China  may 
be  endangered  by  collision  with  the  various  nations  of  the  west, 
who  come  hither  from  beyond  the  seas/  I  look  upwards,  and  ad- 
lairingly  ccmtemplate  the  gracious  considerations  of  that  all-wise 
progenitor^  in  taking  thought  for  the  concerns  of  barbarians  be- 

yond the  empire,  and  giving  the  distant  future  a  place  in  his 
divine  and  all-pervading  foresight.  And  now,  within  a  period 
of  two  centuries,  we  actually  see  the  commencement  of  that  dan- 

ger which  he  apprdiended.  Though  it  is  not  practicable  to  put  a 
sudden  and  entire  stop  to  their  commercial  intercourse ;  yet  the 
danger  should  be  duly  considered  and  provided  against :  the  ports 
of  the  several  provinces  should  be  guarded  with  ill  strictness;  and 
some  chastisement  should  be  administered,  as  a  warning  and  fore- 

taste of  ̂ hat  may  be  anticipated.  Under  date  of  the  23rd  year 

of  Keaking  (1818),  your  majesty's  benevolent  predecessor  sur- 
named  the  Profoimd,  directing  the  governor  of  Canton  to  adopt 
measures  to  control  and  restrain  the  barbarians,  addressed  him 

in  the  following  terms :  '  The  Emperor,  in  ruling  and  restraining 
the  barbarians  beyond  its  boundaries,  gives  to  them  always  fixed 
rules  and  regulations  :  upon  those  who  are  obedient,  it  lavishes  its 
rich  favours ;  but  to  the  rebellious  and  disobedient,  it  displays  its 
terrors.  B/Cspecting  the  English  trade  at  Canton,  and  the  anchor- 

age ground  of  their  merchant  ships>  and  of  their  naval  convoys, 
regulations  have  long  since  been  inade/ 

^^  If  the  people  aforesaid  will  not  obey  these  regulations,  and  will 
persist  iu  opposition  to  the  prohibitory  enactments,  the  first  step 
to  be  taken  is,  to  impress  earnestly  upon  them  the  plain  commands 
of  government,  and  to  display  before  them  ahke  both  the  favours 
and  the  terrors  of  the  empise,  in  order  to  eradicate  £rom  their 
minds  all  their  covetous  and  ambitious  schemes.  If  notwithstand- 

ing they  dare  to  continue  in  violent  and  outrageous  opposition, 
and  presame  to  pass  over  the  allotted  bounds,  forbearance  miju»t 
then  cease,  and  a  thundering  fire  froai  our  cannon  must  be  opened 
upon  them,  to  make  them  quake  before  the  terror  of  our  arms.  In 
short,  the  principal  on  which  the  far-travelled  strangers  are  to  be 
chearished  is  this  always  in  the  first  instance,  to  employ  reason  as 
the  weaj^n  whereby  the  conquer  them,  and  on  no  account  to  as- 

sume a  violent  bjoA  vehement  deportment  towards  them;  but 
when  ultimately  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort  to  military  force, 
ihffai  on  the  ether  hand,  nev^  to  employ  it  in  a  weak  and  indf 
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'cni¥e  manner,  lest  those  towarda  whom  it  is  exeiiobed  should -aee therein  no  cause  for  fear  or  dread. 

"  How  clear  and  luminous  are  these  admonitions,  well  fitted  to 
become  a  rule  to  all  generations. 

**  Since  your  Majesty's  accession  to  the  throne,  the  maxim  of  ymtr 
illustrious  house,  that  horsemanship  and  archery  are  the  founda- 
tions  of  its  existence,  has  ever  been  carefully  remembered*    And 
hence  the  governors,  the  Ueutenant-govemors,  the  commanders. of 
the  forces  and  their  subordinates,  have  again  and  again  been  di- 

rected to  pay  the  strictest  attention  to  the  discipline  and  exercises 
of  the  troops,  and  of  the  naval  forces,  and  have  been  urged  and  zi». 
quired  to  create  by  their  exertions  strong  and  powesfiil  lepnaU. 
With  admiration  I  contemplate  my  sacred  sovereign's  anxious  wishes 
for  impairting  a  military  as  well  as  a  civil  education,  prompted  as 
this  anxiety  is  by  the  desire  to  establish  on  a  firm  basis  the  founda^ 
tions  of  the  empire,  and  to  hold  in  awe  the  barbarians  on  every 
side.    But  while  the  stream  of  importation  of  opium  is  not  turned 
aside,  it  is  impossible  to  attain  any  certainty  that  none  within  the 
camp  do  ever  secretly  inhale  the  drug.    And  if  the  camp  be  onoe 
contaminated  by  it,  the  baneful  influence  will  work  its  way,  and 
the  habit  will  be  contracted  beyond  the  power  of  reform.     When 
the  periodical  times  of  desire  for  it  come  round,  how  can  the  vie« 
tims — their  legs  tottering — their  hands  trembling — their  eyee  flow-* 
ing  with  child-like  tears — be  able,  in  any  way,  to  attend  to  their 
proper  exercises  ?  or  how  can  such  men  form  strong  aod  powerful 
legions.   Under  these  circumstances,  the  military  will  become  alike 
unfit  to  advance  to  the  fight,  or  in  a  retreat  to  defend  their  posts. 
Of  this  there  is  clear  proof  in  the  instances  of  the  campaign  against 
the  Taou  rebels,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  our  sovereign's  reign  (1832). 
In  the  army  sent  to  Lienchow,  on  that  occasion,  great  numbers  of 
the  soldiera  were  opium-smokers ;  so  that,  although  their  numeri* 
cal  force  was  large,  there  was  hardly  any  strength  to  be  found 
among  them. 

"  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  when  repealing  the  prohibitions,  the  peo* 
pie  only  are  to  be  allowed  to  deal  in  and  smoke  the  drug;  and 
that  none  of  the  ofBicers,  the  scholars,  and  the  military,  are  to  be 
allowed  this  liberty.  But  this  is  bad  casuistry.  It  is  equal  to  the 

popular  proverb,  *  shut  a  woman's  ears  before  you  steal  her  ear- 
rings ' — ^an  absurdity  I  The  officers,  with  all  the  scholars  and  the 

military,  do  not  amount  in  number  to  more  than  one-tenth  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  empire ;  and  the  other  nine-tenths  are  all 
the  common  people.  The  great  majority  of  those  who  at  present 
smoke  opium  are  the  relatives  and  dependents  of  the  officers  of 
government,  whose  example  has  extended  the  practice  to  the  mer- 

cantile classes,  and  has  gradually  contaminated  the  inferior  officers, 
the  military,  and  the  scholars.  Those  who  do  not  smoke  axe  the 
common  people  of  the  villages  and  hamlets.  If,  then,  the  offieers, 
the  scholars,  and  the  military,  alone  be  prohibited  smoking  opioitii 
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while  all  the  people  are  permitted  to  deal  in  and  smoke  it^  this  will 
be  to  give  a  full  license  to  those  of  the  people  who  already  indulge 
in  it,  and  to  induce  those  who  have  never  yet  indulged  in  the  habit 
to  do  so.     And  if  it  is  even  now  to  be  feared  that  some  will  con- 

tinue smokers  in  spite  of  all  prohibitions,  is  it  to  be  hoped  that 
any  will  refrain  when  they  are  actually  induced  by  the  govern- 

ment to  indulge  in  it  ?   Besides,  if  the  people  be  at  liberty  to  smoke 
opium,  how  shall  the  officers,  the  scholars,  aud  the  military,  be 
prevented  ?     What !  of  the  officers,  the  scholars,  and  the  military, 
are  there  any  that  are  born  in  civil  or  military  situations,  or  that 
are  bom  scholars  or  soldiers  ?    All  certainly  are  raised  up  from  the 
level  of  the  common  people.     To  take  an  instance,  let  a  vacancy 
occur  in  a  body  of  soldiers,  it  must  necessarily  be  filled  up  by  re- 

cruits from  among  the  people.     But  the  great  majority  of  recruits 
are  men  of  no  character  or  respectability,  and  if  while  they  were 
among  the  common  people  they  were  smokers  of  opium,  by  what 
bond  of  law  shall  they  be  restrained  when  they  become  soldiers, 
after  the  habit  has  been  already  contracted,  and  has  so  taken  hold 
of  them  that  it  is  beyond  their  power  to  break  it  oflp?  such  a  policy 

■was  that  referred  to  by  Mencius,  when  he  spoke  of  ̂  intrapping  the 
people.'     Aud  if  the  officers,  the  scholars,  and  the  military,  smoke 
the  drug  in  the  quiet  of  their  own  families,  by  what  means  is  this 
to  be  discovered  or  prevented  ?     Should  an  officer  be  unable  to  re- 

strain himself,  shall  then  his  clerks,  his  followers,  his  domestic 
servants,  have  it  in  their  power  to  make  his  failing  their  plaything, 
and  by  the  knowledge  of  his  secret  to  hold  his  situation  at  their 
disposal  ?  We  dread  falsehood  and  bribery,  and  yet  we  would  thus 
widen  the  door  to  admit  them ;  we  are  anxious  to  prevent  the 
amassing  of  wealth  by  unlawful  means,  and  yet  by  this  policy  we 
would  ourselves  increase  opportunities  for  doing  so.     A  father  in 
such  a  case  would  no  longer  be  able  to  reprove  his  son,  an  elder 
brother  to  restrain  his  junior,  nor  a  master  to  rule  his  own  house- 

hold.    Will  not  this  policy  then  be  every  way  calculated  to  stir  up 
strife  ?     Or  if  happily  the  thing  should  not  run  to  this  extreme, 
the  consequences  will  yet  be  equally  bad ;  secret  enticements  and 
mutual  connivance  will  ensue,  until  the  very  commonness  of  the 
practice  shall  render  it  no  longer  a  subject  of  surprise.     From 
this  I  conclude,  that  to  permit  the  people  to  deal  in  the  drug  and 
s&ioke  it,  at  the  same  time  that  the  officers,  the  scholars,  and  the 
military  are  to  be  prohibited  the  use  of  it,  will  be  found  to  be 
fraught  with  difficulties.     At  the  present  moment,  throughout  the 
etapire,  the  minds  of  men  are  in  imminent  danger;   the  more 
foolish  being  seduced  by  teachers  of  false  doctrines,  are  sunk  in 
vaiii  superstitions,  and  cannot  be  aroused ;  and  the  more  intelli- 
geivty  being  intoxicated  by  opium,  are  carried  away  as  by  a  whirl- 

pool, and  are  beyond  recovery.     Most  thoughtfully  have  I  sought 
for  some  plan  by  which  to  arouse  and  awaken  all,  but  in  vain. 
While,  however,  the  empire  preserves   and   maintains  its  laws, 

VOL.  II.  p 
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the  plain  and  honest  rastic  wUl  see  what  he  has  to  fear^  and  will 
be  deterred  iBrom  evil;  and  the  man  of  intelligence  and  cultivated 
habits  will  learn  what  is  wrong  in  himself  and  will  refrain  from  it. 
And  thus^  though  the  laws  be  declared  by  some  to  be  but  waste 
paper^  yet  these  their  unseen  effects  will  be  of  no  trifling  nature. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  prohibitions  be  suddenly  repealed^  and 
the  action  which  was  a  cnme,  be  no  longer  counted  such  by  the 
government,  how  shall  the  dull  clown,  and  the  mean  among  the 
people,  know  that  the  action  is  still  in  itself  wrong  ? 

"  In  open  day  and  with  unblushing  front,  they  will  c<Mitinue  to 
use  opium,  till  they  shall  become  so  accustomed  to  it,  that  even- 

tually they  will  find  it  as  indispensable  as  their  daily  meat  and 
drink,  and  will  inhale  the  noxious  drug  with  perfect  indiflference. 
When  shame  shall  thus  be  entirely  destroyed,  and  fear  removed 
wholly  out  of  the  way,  the  evil  consequences  that  will  result  to 
morality  and  to  the  minds  of  men,  will  assuredly  be  neither  few 

nor  unimportant.  As  your  Majesty^s  minister,  I  know  that  the 
laws  of  the  empire,  being,  in  their  existing  state,  well  fitted  to  effect 
their  end,  will  not  for  any  slight  cause  be  changed.  But  the  pi'o* 
posal  to  alter  the  law  on  this  subject  having  been  made  and  discuss- 

ed in  the  provinces,  the  instant  effect  has  been,  that  crafty  thieves 
and  villains  have  on  all  hands  begun  to  raise  their  heads  and  6pen 
their  eyes,  gazing  about  and  pointing  the  finger,  under  the  notion 
that,  when  once  these  prohibitions  are  repealed,  thenceforth  and 
for  ever  they  may  regard  themselves  free  from  every  restraint,  and 
from  every  cause  of  fear. 

*'  Though  possessing  very  poor  abilities,  I  have,  nevertheless,  had 
the  happiness  to  enjoy  the  favour  of  your  sacred  Majesty,  and  have, 
within  a  space  of  but  few  years,  been  raised  through  the  several 
grades  of  the  censorate,  and  the  presidency  of  various  courts  in  the 
metropolis,  to  the  high  elevation  of  a  seat  in  the  Inner  Council ; 
I  have  been  copiously  imbued  with  the  rich  dew  of  favour;  yet 
have  been  unable  to  offer  the  feeblest  token  of  gratitude ;  but  if 
there  is  aught  within  the  compass  of  my  knowledge,  I  dare  not  to 
pass  it  by  unnoticed.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  request  that  your  Ma- 

jesty's commands  may  be  proclaimed  to  the  governor  and  lieute- 
nant-governors of  all  provinces,  requiring  them  to  direct  the  local 

officers  to  redouble  their  efforts  for  the  inforcement  of  the  existing 

prohibition  (against  opium) ;  and  to  impress  on  every  one  in  the 
plainest  and  strictest  manner,  that  all  who  are  already  contaminated 
by  the  vile  habit,  must  return  and  become  new  men — ^that  if  any 
continue  to  walk  in  their  former  courses,  strangers  to  repentance, 
and  to  reformation,  they  shall  assuredly  be  subjected  to  the  full 
penalty  of  the  law,  and  shall  not  meet  with  the  least  indulgence— 
and  that  on  any  found  guilty  of  storing  up,  or  selling  opium  to  the 
amount  of  1000  catties  or  upwards,  the  most  severe  punishment 
shall  be  inflicted.  Thus  happily,  the  minds  of  men  may  be  impress- 

ed with  fear,  and    the  report  thereof,  spreading  over  the  seas, 
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(fmqng  foreigHers)  may  even  there,  produce  reformation.  Sub- 
mitting to  my  sov^eign  my  feeble  and  obscure  yiewB,  I  prostrate 

implore  your  sacred  Majesty  to  cast  a  glance  on  this,  my  respectful 
memorial/' 

This  able  document  was  followed  by  a  proclamation  from  the 
gfwernor^  &c.,  of  Canton,  communicating  an  imperial  edict  in  refer- 

ence to  the  opium-receiving  ships  at  Lintin,  4th  August^  1837. 
"  Tang  J  governor  of  Kwangtung  and  Kwangse,  and  Ke,  lieute- 

Jumt-governor  of  Kwangtung,  command  the  Hong  merchants  to 
jr^nder  themselves  acquainted  herewith. 

"  On  the  3rd  instant,  an  express  from  the  Board  of  war  arrived, 
eoHveying  a  dispatch  from  the  grand  council,  addressed :  To  Tan^, 
governor,  fee,  and  Ke,  Ueutenant-govemor,  to  be  enjoined  also  by 
them  on  fVan,  the  superintendent  of  maritime  customs. — ^An  im- 
pmal  edict,  issued  on  the  14th  of  July,  1837. 

^  Imperial  edict. — In  consequence  of  the  exportation  of  pure 
silver,  from  ports  and  anchorages,  on  all  parts  of  the  maritime 
coast,  and  in  contemplation  of  the  very  important  results  of  such 
asportations,  as  regards  the  national  resources,  and  the  livelihocd 
of  the  people, — ^Wehave,  in  often  repeated  instances,  declared  our 
l^asure  to  the  governors  and  lieutenant-governors  of  the  pro- 
%rincesy  requiring  them  to  investigate  and  to  act  on  their  investiga- 
tiims  with  faithfulness. 

"  Yet  to-day,  again,  a  memorial  has  been  laid  before  us,  from 
the  sub^censor  Le  Panlew,  to  this  eflfect :  '  That  from  the  English 
nation,  there  are  upwards  of  ten  warehousing  ships,  which  have 
iremained  since  the  year  1821,  when  they  first  entered  Kapshuy 
moon,  until  now ;  having  in  the  year  1833,  changed  their  anchor- 

age to  the  Kumsing  moon ;  that  the  importation  of  opium  and  the 
exportation  of  silver  are  supported  by  the  continuance  in  China  of 
these  warehousing-ships,  which  form  a  sink  for  the  absconders 
from  justice,  that  scoundrels  in  the  fast  crab-like  boats,  are  out 
mom  and  night,  and  always  succeed  in  clandestinely  making  their 
way  into  every  creek  and  inlet ;  and  that  while  the  nefarious  mer- 

chants who  support  establishments  for  preparing  opium,  receive 
and  supply  wholesale  quantities ; — the  shopmen  dealing  in  foreign 
goods  at  Canton,  are  also  secretly  engaged  in  smuggling,  under  the 
fidse  show  of  selling  and  buying  other  commodities,  and  are  nowise 
dijBferent  from  the  large  brokers. 

'^  For  foreign  vessels  there  is,  surely,  a  fixed  place  of  anchorage. 
Why  then  is  it,  that  whereas  before  the  year  1821,  no  *  ware- 

housing ships^  were  ever  heard  of,  they  have  of  late  years  been 
suffered  to  remain  at  anchor  in  the  surrounding  seas,  throughout 

whole  years ;  thus  giving  occasion  to  the  depraved  among  the  peo- 
ple to  combine  with  them  in  the  unrestrained  practice  of  smuggling  - 

"  Let  the  governor  of  Kwangtung  and  his  colleagues  be  mad^ p  2 
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responsible ;  and  let  them  issne  strict  orders  to  the  Hong  met- 
chimts^  to  enjoin  commands  on  the  resident  foreigners  of  the  said 
nation,  authoritatively  urging  the  departure  for  their  own  cotm- 
aof  all  the  warehousing  ships  that  are  now  remaining  at  anchor. 

ej  must  not  be  aUowed,  upon  any  excuse,  to  loiter  about.  Let 
also  the  dens  of  the  opium-brokers  be  faithfully  searched  for,  and 
let  all,  without  exception,  be  dealt  with  as  they  deserve.  Let  there 
not  be  the  slightest  overstrained  indulgence.  Thus  the  source 
whence  these  illegalities  spring  forth  may  be  closed  up,  and  the 
spirit  of  degeneracy  may  be  stayed. 

**  Let  a  copy  of  the  memorial  be  sent  for  perusal,  and  with  these 
instructions  be  made  known  to  Tang  and  Ke,  who  are  also  tu 
enjoin  our  commands  on  Wan.     Respect  this. 

**  This  having,  in  obedience  to  the  imperial  pleasure,  been,  by 
despatch  of  the  grand  council,  communicated  to  us.  We,  the 
governor  and  lieutenant-governor  forthwith  reverently  copy  it, 
and  command  obedience  to  it.  When  our  commands  reach  the 
Hong  merchant  Sj  let  them  also  pay  respectful  obedience,  and 
forthwith  commence  examination.  Let  them  make  it  clearly 
known,  that  by  the  established  enactments  of  the  celestial  empire, 
no  foreign  ship  of  any  nation  is  permitted  to  remain  at  anchor,  in 
the  outer  seas.  And  let  them  enjoin  our  commands  on  the 
foreigner  directing  the  said  nation^s  affairs,  that  he  speedily  give 
directions  to  the  warehousing  ships  anchored  in  the  various 
offings,  requiring  them  within  ten  days,  one  and  all  to  depart  for 
their  country.  They  cannot  be  permitted,  upon  any  excuse,  to 
continue  loitering  about.  If  any  dare  to  resist  and  refuse  to 
leave,  the  said  merchant  alone  shall  be  held  answerable. 

''Let  them  also  report  the  reasons  why  the  foreign  ships,  anchored 
in  the  several  offings,  have  not  for  so  long  a  time  returned  to 
their  country,  that  we  may  thoroughly  examine  the  matter.  Let 
there  be  no  glossing  excuses,  lest  criminality  be  incurred.  With 
earnest  haste — with  anxious  celerity — execute  these  commands. 

"  Tadukwang,  17th  year,  7th  month,  4th  day,  (4th  August  1837.)" 
[Translated  from  the  Chinese,  Robert  Morrison,  Chinese 

Secretary  and  Interpreter.] 
The  injunctions  from  Pekin  became  more  urgent,  and  another 

proclamation  was  issued  from  the  governor,  &c.  enforcing  their 
former  edict  against  the  opium  receiving  ships.  17th  August, 
1837. 

"  Tang,  governor  of  Kwangtung,  and  Kwangse,  and  Ke,  lieu- 
tenant-governor of  Kwangtung,  issue  these  commands,  requiring 

the  senior  Hong  merchants  to  be  acquainted  therewith. 

"  On  the  3rd  instant  a  despatch  arrived  from  the  grand  council 
of  state,  communicating  the  subjoined  imperial  edict,  issued  on  the 
I4th  of  July  :— 

[A  translation  of  this  edict  is  given  in  the  former  document 
from  the  governor.] 
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^'  This  having,  in  obedience  to  the  imperial  pleasure  been  com- 
nmnicated  to  us,  We,  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  did 
forthwith  issue  orders  in  respectful  obedience  to  it,  requiring  the 
said  senior  merchants  to  enjoin  our  commands  on  the  resident 
foreigners,  that  they  speedily  give  directions  to  the  warehousing 
ships  anchored  in  the  various  offings,  urging  them  one  and  all  to 
depart,  within  ten  days,  for  their  country.     This  is  on  record. 

"  Still,  however,  no  report  of  the  warehousing  vessels,  anchored 
at  Lintin  and  other  offings,  having  sailed,  or  refused  to  sail,  has 
yet  appeared  from  the  said  senior  merchants.  Such  conduct  is 
indeed  extremely  remiss  and  dilatory. 

^'  The  said  nation^s  superintendent  Elliot,  having  come  to  Canton 
tp  direct  affairs  as  regards  merchants  and  seamen,  and  all  the 
minor  details,  even  of  disorder  on  the  part  of  foreign  merchants, 
commanders  of  ships,  and  seamen,  are  in  all  respects  under  hia 
authority  and  control.  Far  more  then,  as  regards  these  ware- 
Ixousing  vessels,  which  have  so  long  anchored  in  the  various  seas, 
seeking  to  twist  aside  the  laws,  and  to  serve  only  their  own 
private  interests,  being  not.  alone  offenders  against  the  prohibitory 
laws  of  the  celestial  empire,  but  furthermore  transgressors  of  the 
instructions  received  in  their  own  country,  far  more  is  it  his  duty, 
as  regards  them,  to  exert  himself  in  commanding  their  departm-e, 
and  sending  them  back  again.  By  so  doing  only  will  he  avoid  dis- 

gracing his  office. 
"It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  favors  of  the  great  Emperor 

flow  through  all  regions,  without  as  well  as  within  the  Empire ; 
and  that  his  benevolence  pervades  the  whole  circle  of  the  sea* 
When,  however,  it  is  desired  to  put  a  stop  to  nefarious  combina- 

tions on  the  part  of  scoundrels  within,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
extirpate  all  exciting  causes  among  depraved  foreigners.  The 
sacred  injunctions  now  given  are  strict  and  explicit ;  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  bounden  duty  faithfully  to  investigate,  and  act  ac- 
cordingly. 

"  We,  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  having  fears  lest  the 
said  senior  merchants  should  have  failed  in  enjoining  our  com- 

mands with  earnestness  and  zeal,  or  with  sufficient  clearness, 
proceed  again  to  declare  our  commands.  When  these  reach  the 
said  senior  merdhants,  let  them  immediately  enjoin  the  same  on 
the  said  superintendent.  Let  him  instantly  pay  respectful  obedi- 

ence to  the  declared  imperial  pleasure ;  and  send  back  to  their 
country  all  the  warehousing  ships  anchored  in  the  offings  of 
Lintin  and  other  places;  let  him  not  allow  them  as  before,  to 
continue  loitering  there  at  anchor ;  hereafter  let  only  such 
merchant  ships  as  are  trading  in  dutyable  articles  come  hither, 
and  let  no  contraband  goods,  such  as  opium,  and  the  like,  be 
shipped  for  transportation  over  the  wide  seas.  Thus  the  source 
of  the  evil  will  be  dammed  up;  and  the  authority  of  the  laws  wi^ 
be  gloriously  displayed. 
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"  In  the  ports  of  Kwangtung^  the  celestial  court  graciously  per- 
mits a  general  commercial  intercourse^  for  the  sale  and  purchase 

of  goods ;  and  truly  it  is  the  croum  of  all  seaports.  The  foreign 
merchants  of  the  various  nations^  who  cross  from  afar^  over  numer- 

ous seas^  should  in  reason  make  it  their  especial  care  to  preserve  a 
correct  line  of  conduct  in  trade.  If  they^  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 

hibitions form  schemes  for  obtaining  profits^  indulging  unrestrain- 
ed desires^  and  loitering  continually  about^  they  will  learn  that  the 

great  Emperor's  awful  majesty  can  be  displayed  and  put  in  opera- 
tion^ equally  with  his  tender  regard^  and  they  will  occasion  by 

their  own  acts  an  entire  stoppage  of  the  now  open  road  of  com- 
mercial intercourse.  The  said  superintendent  is  not  void  of  intel- 
ligence in  business ;  and  will  assuredly  consider  this  with  anxious 

forethought.  Let  him  be  very  careful  not  to  be  a  passive  specta- 
tor of  ungrateful  and  perverse  transgression  and  resistance  of  the 

laws^  on  the  part  of  the  warehousing  ships. 
"  Furthermore,  let  the  said  senior  merchants  report  for  our  inves- 

tigation the  periods  of  departure  for  their  country,  of  the  several 
warehousing  ships,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  report  to  the  throne. 

"  Let  each  one  tremblingly  obey.  Hasten  earnestly — earnestly 
speed — to  execute  these  commands. 

"  Taoukwang,  17th  year,  7th  month,  17th  day,  (August  7, 1837.)" 
[Translated  from  the  Chinese,  Bobert  Morrison,  Chinese  Secre- 

tary and  Interpreter.] 
The  next  state  document  on  the  subject  is  a  singular  memorial 

from  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  the  hoppo,  to  the  Em- 
peror, regarding  the  existing  state  of  contraband  trade,  &c. 

The  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  hoppo,  forwarded  on  the 
30th  December,  1837,  a  joint  memorial  to  the  Emperor,  respecting 
the  measures  adopted  against  the  receiving  ships,  their  actual  con- 

dition, and  the  repeated  seizures  made  of  sycee  and  opium,  and  of 
the  boats  which  supply  the  ships  with  provisions,  in  answer  to  the 
imperial  commands.  They  entreat  his  Majesty,  graciously  to  con- 

descend to  examine  these  subjects. 
We  received,  in  the  month  of  October,  an  imperial  decree 

thorough  the  grand  Council  of  State,  of  the  following  tenor : 

"  Tang,  and  the  others,  (the  lieutenant-governor  and  the  hoppo), 
have  sent  in  a  report,  from  which  it  appears,  that  they  had  given 
orders  to  drive  the  receiving  ships  away,  and  adopted  measures  to 
seize  the  opium  dealers  and  smugglers. 

'^  The  English  receiving  ships  and  merchantmen,  with  those  of 
other  nations,  under  pretence  of  seeking  shelter  against  storms, 
have,  of  late  years,  sailed  into  the  inner  seas.  The  Hong  mer- 

chants were,  therefore,  ordered  to  enjoin  it  upon  the  superintendent 
of  the  said  nation,  that  he  should  make  all  the  receiving  ships,  an- 

chored at  Lintin,  and  other  places,  return  to  their  country,  and 
should  not  permit  them  as  formerly  to  remain  at  anchor  and  loiter 
about.    As  soon  as  the  receiving  ships  had  gotten  under  weigh. 
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to  return  to  their  country,  the  Hong  merchants  had  orders  to 
report  the  same. 

''  It  is  found,  on  examination,  that  an  entire  clearance  of  the 
fort-boats,  (a  class  of  smuggling  boats)  has  been  made,  but  the 
various  classes  of  vessels  still  engaged  in  smuggling,  are  yet  numer- 

ous, and  their  nefarious  practices  as  well  as  those  of  the  opium 
dealers,  are  such  as  cannot  be  permitted  to  go  on ;  therefore,  orders 
have  been  issued  to  the  civil,  as  well  as  naval  authorities,  diligently 
to  direct  the  cruizers  under  their  command,  in  making  careful 
search,  and  seizing  all  such  offenders. 

*'  One  of  the  greatest  evils  under  which  the  province  of  Canton 
groans,  is,  that  barbarian  vessels  anchoring  in  the  inner  seas  form 
connections  for  smuggling.  The  ̂ jovernor,  and  the  others,  ought 
to  investigate  carefully,  whether  the  said  foreign  superintendent 
has  indeed  obeyed  their  injunctions,  and  the  receiving  ships  have 
now  sailed  or  not  j  and  they  must,  by  all  means,  compel  them  all 
to  return  home,  without  delay.  If  they,  however,  dare  to  com- 

promise this  matter,  and  I,  the  Emperor,  should  afterwards,  upon 
enquiry,  hear  of  it,  or  any  one  should  bring  an  accusation  to  that 
effect,  I  shall  only  hold  the  said  governor  and  his  colleagues  respon- 
sible. 

^^  The  most  severe  measures  must  be  adopted  against  the  smug- 
gling craft,  and  that  their  seizure  may  be  effected ;  and  my  expec- 

tation is,  that  they  be  extirpated,  root  and  branch.  Having  made 
aa  occasional  seizure,  do  not  say  immediately,  that  you  have  anni- 

hilated the  whole ;  and  so  leave  room  for  continued  illegalities  and 
crime. 

''  Acquaint  with  these  orders  Tang  and  Ke,  and  let  them  trans- 
mit the  same  to  Wan,  (the  hoppo).     Respect  this.'' 

(Here  ends  the  extract  from  the  imperial  order  recently  received, 
to  which  the  authorities  make  the  following  reply) : 

'*  Your  ministers  read  this  in  a  kneeling  posture,  with  the  deep- 
est veneration,  admiring  the  care  your  Majesty  bestows  upon  a 

comer  of  the  sea;  and  the  earnest  desire  shown,  to  remove  with 
enei^  the  existing  evils. 

"  Having  carefully  examined  the  charts  of  the  inner  and  outer 
seas,  we  find  that  the  Ladrone  islands  constitute  their  boundaries. 
Beyond  them  is  the  wide  and  boundless  ocean,  the  black  water  of 
the  foreign  seas,  which  are  not  under  the  control  of  the  central 
territory.  Inside  of  them,  at  the  offings,  for  instance,  of  Lintin, 

the  Nine  Islands,  and  other  places,  are  the  '  outer  seas,'  which  are 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Canton.  Where  the  sea  washes  the  shores 

of  the  interior  districts,  it  is  called  the  'inner  sea,'  and  of  such 
inlets  Kamsingmoon  is  an  instance.  Barbarian  ships,  since  1830, 
under  pretence  of  seeking  shelter  against  the  winds,  sailed  fre- 

quently into  Kamsingmoon,  during  the  fourth  and  fifth  months, 
and  remained  at  anchor  until  the  ninth.  As  soon  as  the  nort^ 
wind  had  set  in,  they  removed  again  to  Lintin,  and  ancV 
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thereu  In  the  winter  of  last  year^  we  prohibited  this  most  sevcrdf* 
and  also  erected  a  battery  at  the  entrance^  while  we  statioxned  there 
a  naval  squadron^  to  prevent  most  strenuously  the  ingress  of  the 
ships.  No  barbarian  craft  therefore  entered,  but  they  continued 
to  anchor  at  Lintin  and  the  adjoining  places.  Whilst^  thus,  no 
receiving  ship  now  remains  in  the  inner  seas,  it  is  nevertheless  a 
fact,  that  they  still  exist  in  the  outer  seas. 

"  Formerly,  in  regard  to  the  receiving  ships  anchored  in  the 
outer  seas^  the  commanders  of  the  cruisers  always  stated,  that  theii 
coming  and  going  were  so  uncertain,  that  their  actual  number 
could  not  be  ascertained.  We,  your  ministers,  however,  conceiv- 

ing that  the  names  and  numbers  of  the  receiving  ships  were  gene* 
rally  known,  and  that  it  was  requisite  to  obtain  accurate  informa- 
tion  regarding  them,  before  adopting  measures  against  them, 
would  not  admit  them  thus  to  conceal  these  facts  and  not  speak 
out  freely,  thus  to  close  the  ear  while  the  ear-rings  were  being 
stolen !  We,  therefore,  last  year,  gave  orders  to  all  the  naval 
cruisers  to  ascertain  their  exact  number,  and  whether  or  not  there 
were  any  from  time  to  time  coming  or  going  away,  and  present 
reports  every  ten  days.  They  communicated  the  result  of  their 
invesitigation,  having  found  after  due  examination,  that  there  were, 
indeed,  altogether  25  sail,  which  had  stayed  there  for  a  long  time. 
The  greater  number  were  English  country  ships,  and  there  were 
besides  vessels  under  the  American,  French,  Dutch,  Manilla,  and 
Danish  flags,  of  each  from  one  or  two,  to  three  or  four.  Some 
came  and  others  went,  but  their  aggregate  number  never  exceeded 
this.  These  then  are  the  facts  as  to  the  existing  number  of  the 
receiving  ships. 

^'  When,  in  obedience  to  the  Imperial  orders,  we  had  issued,  this 
year,  our  strict  injunctions  to  the  said  Hong  merchants  and  the 
Superintendent  EUiot,  to  send  these  ships  back  to  their  country; 
a  naval  captain,  subsequently  to  this,  reported,  in  September,  that 
only  one  single  Dutch  ship,  the  Lihteaychin,  (?)  had  lifted  her 
anchors  and  sailed  out  beyond  the  Ladrone ;  this  is  also  a  fact,  the 
truth  of  which  we  have  upon  enquiry  ascertained.  Since,  how- 

ever, only  one  vessel  had  left,  your  ministers  could  not  then  report 
the  circumstance,  for  all  the  remainder,  though  they  had  also 
hoisted  their  sails,  and  lifted  their  anchors,  yet  moving,  some  to 
the  east,  and  others  to  the  west,  they  none  of  them  proceeded 
beyond  the  Ladrone  Islands.  Though  unwilling  to  offer  contuma- 

cious disobedience,  yet  they  cannot  refrain  from  lingering  about, 
indulging  hopes  and  anticipations.  For  these  are  not  matters  of 
one  year  alone,  nor  are  the  vessels  from  one  country  only,  9jd 
though  the  opium  is  contraband,  yet  to  them  it  is  a  property 
highly  valuable;  and  these  vicious  barbarians,  only  hankering 
after  gain,  are  therefore  unwilling  to  throw  this  commodity  away, 
and  use  every  possible  expedient  and  means,  in  hopes  of  obtaining 
some  temporary  respite.     This  is  the  true  cause  why  it  is  yet  * 
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iaet  that  all  the  receiving  ships  have  not  within  the  prescribed 
time  sailed  away. 

"  We,  your  ministers,  are  under  the  highest  obligations,  for 
having  obtained  the  great  and  high  favour  of  being  entrusted  with 
the  command  of  the  sea-coast ;  and  our  duty  is  to  eradicate  every 
d^fHraved  and  vicious  practice.  We  received  previously  the  expres- 

sion of  your  majesty^s  pleasure,  enjoining  us  to  issue  severe  orders 
to  the  Hong  merchants,  in  regard  to  the  sending  home  of  the 
receiving  ships.  We  have  now  again  received  a  proof  of  your 

majesty^s  condescension  in  investigating  these  matters,  and,  burn- 
ing with  the  deepest  anxiety,  we  fear  and  tremble.  Having  again 

issued  severe  orders  to  the  Hong  merchants,  Howqua  and  the 
others,  to  command  the  instant  departure  of  these  vessels,  they 
reported  to  us,  that  the  said  Superintendent  Elliot  would  not  give 
them  precise  and  true  answers  to  this  demand,  and  in  reply  to 
their  enquiries,  addressed  to  the  foreign  merchants,  they  were  told 
that  the  receiving  ships  were  not  their  own  property,  and  that  it 
was  out  of  their  power  to  drive  them  away.  Thus  they  make 
excuses  on  all  §ides,  and  again  seek  for  delay. 

"  We,  your  ministers,  have  found  on  examination,  that,  accord- 
ing to  law,  whenever  foreigners  proved  refractory  the  trade  ought 

to  be  stopped,  in  order  to  give  them  a  fair  warning  and  merited 
punishment.  As  they  are  thus  determinate  in  pursuit  of  gain, 
and  can  come  to  no  resolution  (to  sending  away  the  ships,)  there 
ought  to  be  a  temporary  stoppage  of  the  trade,  in  order  to  cut  off 
their  expectations.  Yet  so  many  nations  participate  in  this  com- 

merce, while  the  receiving  ships  belong  only  to  a  few  states,  that 
due  investigation  ought  to  be  made,  so  as  to  distinguish  between 
them,  and  to  prevent  good  foreigners  from  sufiFering  by  this  mea- 
sure. 

"  We  have  therefore  ordered  the  Hong  merchants  to  enquire, 
how  many  nations  have  hitherto  had  commercial  intercourse,  how 
many  amongst  them  have  traded  honestly  and  had  no  receiving 
ships,  and  how  many  there  have  really  been  possessed  of  such 
receiving  ships.  We  directed  them  to  send  in  a  distinct  and  clear 
statement  of  these  matters,  for  our  guidance  in  adopting  measures. 

"  We,  at  the  same  time,  gave  the  strictest  orders,  that  they  should 
figain  enjoin  your  majesty^s  severe  commands  upon  the  resident 
f(»reign  merchants,  not  permitting  them  to  make  excuses  to  obtain 
delay  and  extricate  themselves  from  this  dilemma ;  but  threaten- 

ing them,  if  they  again  should  prove  dilatory  and  still  should  nou- 
rish hopes,  that  the  hatches  shall  be  immediately  closed,  and  a 

stoppage  of  the  trade  ensue.  We  desired  those  foreign  merchants 
to  consider,  whether  it  be  better  that  they  suffer  the  existence  of 
these  receiving  ships — thereby  turning  aside  the  laws  to  serve 
their  own  private  ends,  or  that  they  should  still  continue  to  reap, 
eternally,  the  advantages  of  a  free  (legal)  commerce ;  to  weigh  well 
which  of  these  two  things  will  be  the  gain,  and  which  the  los^ 
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we  desired  that  they  should  carefully  make  their  election,  and  that 
they  should  no  longer  persevere  in  their  blindness,  without  once 
awakening,  and  thus,  of  their  own  accord,  bring  upon  themselves 
cause  for  bitter  repentance. 

'*  We  find  on  examination,  that  every  nation  earns  a  subsistence 
by  this  trade.  All  the  merchants  run  together,  bringing  hither 
their  goods  to  exchange  for  our  commodities.  They  will  certainly 
not  consent  to  throw  away  their  property,  by  waiting  here  at 
a  ruinous  loss  of  time.  The  rhubarb,  the  teas,  the  porcelain, 
the  silks,  and  other  articles,  &c.  of  this  country,  moreover  are 
necessary  to  those  nations.  On  account  of  disturbances  created 
by  barbarians,  in  1808,  and  in  1834,  the  hatches  were  closed; 
and  afterwards  they  earnestly  supplicated  to  have  them  reopened. 
Thus  it  appears,  as  past  events  fully  prove,  that  the  various  nations 
cannot  cease  to  look  up  to  the  flowery,  central  land.  If  they 
are  now  intimidated  therefore  by  the  stoppage  of  trade,  they 
wiU  probably  no  longer  allow  the  receiving  ships  to  remain,  by 
such  contumacious  conduct,  effectually  damaging  their  meitns 
of  livelihood.  If  in  this  way  they  be  indeed  aroused  and  awakened, 
and  the  yessels  be  sent  away,  then  matters  will  fall  into  their 
former  quiet  course,  and  there  will  be  no  need  to  take  any  further 
measures.  But  if,  with  inveterate  obstinacy,  they  still  offer  open 
defiance  to  the  laws,  it  wiU  then  be  for  us  to  adopt  new  expedients, 
and  propose  to  the  court  other  measures  for  their  punishment. 

"  We  have,  while  suggesting  this  course,  written  at  the  same 
time  to  the  naval  conunander-in-chief  of  the  province,  that  he 
may  in  concert  with  the  captains  of  the  cruisers  himself  adojrt 
means  for  expelling  the  receiving  ships;  and  have  earnestly  desired 
him  to  watch  carefully  their  movements,  and  to  instill  into  them 
a  wholesome  terror  and  dread ;  not  to  allow  any  to  be  careless 
and  neglectful  of  their  public  duty ;  yet,  at  the  same  time  not 
to  commit  such  blunders,  as  may  give  rise  to  afirays  and  strife. 
It  is  our  confident  expectation  that  these  steps  will  be  attended 
mth  advantage. 

"  We  calling  to  mind  that  the  receiving  ships  anchored  in  the 
outer  seas,  need  a  daily  supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  ̂ ^ 
which  they  are  dependent  on  our  country,  worthless  vagabonds 
from  the  coast  are  accustomed  to  embark  in  small  boats,  p^ 

tending  to  go  out  fishing,  whilst  they  put  a  variety  of  provision^ 
and  other  articles  on  board,  and  go,  in  fact,  to  the  ships  to  sell 
them :  they  are  called  bumboats.  The  vicious  barbarians  ^hile 
they  can  look  to  these  for  supplies,  are  thereby  enabled  to 
prolong  their  stay ;  yet  if  these  supplies  were  cut  off,  we  noigW 
succeed  in  getting  rid  of  them. 

''  We,  your  ministers,  have  for  some  time  past  made  seizure  of 
opium-dealers  and  smugglers  of  every  description,  without  metcjf 
in  order  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  sycee  silver,  and  the 
importation  of  opium,  and  thus  to  put  a  stop  to  this  contraband 
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triaffic.  We  have  since  also  given  orders  to  capture  these  bum- 
boats^  and  not  to  permit  them  to  have  communication  with  the 
ships  on  the  high  seas,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  supplies  of  those 
vicious  men.  The  said  barbarians  will  then  have  nothing  to  hope 
for,  their  expectations  will  be  groundless,  matters  will  come  to 
extremes,  and  circumstances  will  then  necessarily  be  changed, 
tLKsA  thus  the  fountain  may  be  purified,  the  stream  of  impurity 
being  also  arrested.  According  to  the  reports  forwarded  by  the 
officers  of  the  Ta-pang  and  Heang-chan  stations,  four  of  these 
bumboats,  with  some  cargo,  and  twenty-eight  vagabonds  in  them^ 
had  been  taken  and  committed  for  trial  to  the  provincial  city, 
where  they  will  meet  with  a  most  severe  judgment. 

**  Lew  Tszelin,  Chin  Auox,  and  Ting  Asan,  together  with  other 
scoundrels,  formerly  taken  with  sycee  silver  and  opium,  have  been 
repeatedly  examined  and  their  sentence  has  been  forwarded  for 
the  imperial  approval.  Dimng  the  present  year,  according  to 
the  report  transmitted  by  the  military  and  civil  authorities  and 
other  official  persons,  they  have  made,  from  the  beginning  of  tha 
spring  until  the  close  of  December,  thirty  seizures,  taking  in  all, 
144  oflfenders  of  silver,  866  taels  in  sycee,  and  3027  taels  in 
foreign  money ;  and  of  opium  to  the  amount  of  3842  catties. 

'*  These  criminals  were  all  severally  judged,  the  money  was  given 
as  a  reward  to  the  captors,  and  the  opium  was  burnt.  The  haunts 
of  opium  dealers  have  also  been  found  out,  and  after  investigation 
the  public  seal  was  placed  upon  them,  while  orders  were  issued  for 
their  apprehension  of  the  persons  frequenting  them.  The  above 
is  all  authenticated  by  entries  on  the  records. 

"  Your  ministers  have  now  been  earnestly  engaged  in  these  mea- 
sures for  one  year ;  they  dare  not  yet  say  that  their  eflPbrts  have  had 

the  full  and  desired  effect.  But,  with  relation  to  the  existing  state 
of  things  in  the  provincial  city,  we  would  observe,  that  the  price  of 
sycee  is  at  present  very  low ;  and  opium,  one  ball  of  which  on  board 
the  foreign  ships  formerly  cost  the  traitorous  natives  about  thirty 
dollars,  can  now  only  fetch  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  dollars.  Of 
the  smuggled  silver,  too,  that  has  been  seized,  a  large  portion  has 
been  foreign  money,  which  would  seem  to  imply,  that  to  export 
sycee  silver  is  now  comparatively  difficult.  The  proofs  of  the  fo- 

reigners having  to  sell  at  reduced  prices,  and  of  their  receiving 
payment  in  foreign  money,  being  thus  clear,  the  course  that  has 
been  adopted,  if  pursued  with  vigour  and  firmness  for  a  long  period, 
and  if  followed  up  by  the  seizure  of  sycee  silver  and  the  capture  of 
the  bumboats,  as  measures  of  the  first  importance,  will  greatly 
tend  towards  increasing  the  wealth  of  the  port,  and  doing  away 
with  abuses,  and  will  thus  prove  extremely  beneficial. 

''  But  there  being  many  crafty  and  cunning  devices  which  fail  of 
success,  numerous  complaints  have  hence  arisen,  proceeding  from 
malicious  tongues,  that  these  failures  are  brought  on  by  the  mea- 

sures  now  adopted.      Some  there    are,   with  rumour-spreading 
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tongues,  who  represent  that  we  your  ministersj  if  besought  hy 
those  who  bring  rich  offerings  in  their  hands,  are  not  unwilling  to 
accept  gifts. 

"  Others,  speculating  men  of  ruined  fortunes,  declare  that  the 
civilians,  and  the  military  oflScers,  when  bribed,  liberate,  and  ap- 

prehend oflfenders  only  when  unfeed ;  that  in  searching  for  con- 
traband articles,  they  try  only  to  annoy  the  honest  merchants,  and 

that  when  they  have  made  seizures,  they  represent  that  the  good3 
have  been  sunk  and  lost.  There  are  others,  again,  anxious,  fear-t 
ful-minded  men,  who  lament  these  proceedings,  saying  that  since 
these  urgently  preventive  measures  have  been  taken,  the  foreigu 
merchant  vessels  that  have  come  hither,  have  been  but  few ;  that 
the  teas  and  silk  have  come  into  a  dull  market ;  and  that  the  cir- 

culation of  capital  and  sale  of  goods  have  been  far  from  brisk ;  so 
that  the  merchants  cannot  preserve  themselves  from  overwhelming 
embarrassments,  and  that  the  port  of  Canton  province  must  be 
reduced  to  wretchedness ;  further,  that  since  search  is  in  every 
place  made  after  idle  vagrants,  in  order  to  seize  ihexa,  many  of  the 
boat-people  are  in  consequence  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  it 
may  justly  be  feared  that  they  will  be  driven  to  plunder,  and  that 
robberies  will  daily  be  multiplied. 

"  These  and  many  similar  rumours  are  confidently  circulated ; 
but  they  arie  all  the  slandering  assertions  of  the  credulous  or  the 
malicious,  intended  to  confiise  and  trouble  the  hearts  of  your 
ministers,  and  to  disturb  cur  hearing  and  confuse  our  vision. 

"  Though  we  presume  not  to  be  wholly  wedded  to  our  own 
opinions,  nor  to  act  as  if  we  heard  nothing,  and  though,  therefore, 
we  seek  to  examine  with  the  greatest  impartiality  into  well-founded 
rumours,  and  well-authenticated  accusations  of  abuses,  with  the 
hope  of  preserving  all  free  from  taint  or  imperfections — ^yet  will 
we  not  give  way  to  apprehensions  which  would  make  us  fear  to 
begin,  or  hesitate  to  proceed  to  an  end,  and  would  reduce  us  to 
the  condition  of  the  man  who  would  leave  off  eating,  because  of  a 
hiccough. 

"  We  shall  faithfully,  with  our  whole  heart  and  soul,  discharge 
our  duty  in  managing  these  affairs,  and  allow  in  ourselves  no  re- 

missness in  the  issuing  of  orders  to  that  effect.  Having  received 
such  great  and  abundant  favours  from  your  Majesty,  we  dare  not 
screen  ourselves  from  the  malice  of  rancorous  slander,  and  never 
will  we  incur  the  guilt  of  acting  deceitfully  or  ungratefully* 
Thus  we  would  hope  to  meet  your  Sacred  Majesty's  most  earnest 
wish,  that  we  should  make  truth  our  motto. 

'^  We  have  thus  minutely  represented  matters  to  your  Majesty, 
and  united  in  preparing  this  memorial  in  reply  to  your  Majesty'a 
commands.'' 

In  February  1838,  a  Chinaman  was  ordered  to  be  strangled  in- 
front  of  the  English  factories  at  Canton,  for  being  engaged  in  the 
opium  trade.     The  edict  declared  the  offence  thus : — 
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^^  Second  moon.  2nd  day.  (February  25th,  1888.)  The  im- 
perial win  has  been  received. 

*^  1  order  that  KwoSe-ping  be  immediately  strangled.  This 
criminal  has  audaciously  dared  to  form  connexions  with  the  out- 

side foreigners  at  the  important  passes  of  the  sea  frontier.  He 
opened  a  shop,  stored  it  unth  opium,  and  sediLced  people  to  buy  and 
9moke  it.  He  has  been  known  to  be  engaged  in  this  way  for  five 
years ;  but  the  former  governors  and  lieutenant-governors  have 
been  negligent,  and  not  one  of  them  has  examined  and  managed 
this  affair  with  a  regard  to  truth.  But  Tang-'tingchin^i  ordered  bis 
officers  to  seize  strictly,  and  he  was  immediately  taken.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  seen  that  when  pursuit  and  prosecution  are  managed 
with  a  regard  to  truth,  the  effects  are  evident.  I  order  that  Tang 
and  Ke  be  referred  to  the  proper  board,  for  their  merits  to  be  taken 
into  consideration ;  and  hereafter,  with  reference  to  the  offences  of 
btrying  and  selling  opium,  and  opening  smoking  houses,  if  in  these 
instances  criminals  are  guilty,  they  must  be  seized  at  all  times  and 
all  places,  and  punished;  they  must  not  be  suffered  to  escape  out 
of  the  net :  thus  they  will  be  a  warning  to  others.    Respect  this" 

The  punishment  for  the  crime  of  smoking  opium  or  dealing  in 
it,  was  changed  to  its  present  severity  by  Taoukwang  in  the  10th 
year  of  his  reign. 

Those  who  deal  in  opium  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
law  against  those  who  trade  in  prohibited  goods,  (gunpowder,  salt- 

petre, nitre,  sulphur,  military  weapons.)  The  principal  shall  wear 
the  collar  one  moon,  and  be  banished  to  the  army  at  a  near  fron- 

tier. The  accomplices  shall  be  punished  with  100  blows  and 
banished  from  the  province. 

He  who  clandestinely  opens  an  opium  smoking  shop^  and  seduces 
the  sons  and  younger  brothers  of  respectable  families  to  smoke  opium, 
shall  be  punished  according  to  the  law  against  those  who  delude  the 
multitude  by  depraved  doctrines.  The  principal,  when  his  crime  is 
proved,  shall  be  strangled  after  his  term  of  imprisonment ;  the  ac- 

complices shall  be  punished  with  100  blows,  and  banished  3,000 
le.  And  the  boat-people,  constables,  and  neighbours  shall  all 
receive  100  blows,  and  be  banished  from  the  province  for  three 

years. 
The  following  are  the  penalties  for  buying  and  smoking 

opium. 
If  an  officer  of  government  buys  and  smokes  opium,  he  is  to 

be  dismissed  the  service,  to  wear  the  collar  for  two  months,  and  be 
beaten  with  100  blows ;  soldiers  and  the  people  are  to  be  punished 
with  100  blows  and  wear  the  collar  for  one  month.  Eunuchs  in 
the  imperial  palaces  are  to  wear  the  collar  for  two  months,  and  be 
sent  to  the  most  distant  frontiers,  as  slaves  to  the  soldiers. 

In  the  first  year  of  Taoukwang  (1820-21,)  a  native  named 
Yih'hang-soo,  was  the  great  agent  for  opium  at  Macao.    When  he 



222  KARNSBT   ATTBNTION   OP   HIGH   OFPICEIUI   IN    1888. 

fell  under  the  notice  of  government,  be  mras  only  bamahed  na  a 
slave  to  the  army ;  and  we  are  told  that  he  is  living  in  comfort  in 
some  of  the  distant  provinces,  where  he  carries  on  a  flourishing 
trade,  and  is  supposed  to  be  rich. 

The  earnest  attention  of  different  high  officers  continued  to  be 
given  to  the  subject,  and  about  November  1888,  the  following 
close-reasoning  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Emperor : 

"  Hwang  Tseotsse,  president  of  the  Sacrificial  Court,  upon  his 
knees  addresses  the  throne,  soliciting  the  adoption  of  severe  mea« 
sures  to  prevent  a  continual  draining  of  the  country,  in  titte  bope 
of  enhancing  thereby  the  national  resources. 

^'  When  your  minister  observes  the  nightly  watchings,  and  tho 
late  meals,  to  which,  in  your  diligent  and  anxious  care  to  provide 
for  the  interests  of  the  empire  for  thousands  of  future  generations, 
your  august  majesty  is  subjected — and  when  he  sees,  neverthelesfii, 
that  the  national  resources  are  inadequate,  that  very  few  amoing 
the  people  enjoy  affluence,  and  that  this  condition  of  things  is 

gradually  growing  worse,  each  year  falling  behind  its  precuiBor,^ — 
to  what  cause,  he  is  induced  to  ask,  is  this  attributable  ?  In  the 

reign  of  your  xnajesty^s  progenitor,  sumamed  the  ̂   Pure,^  (Kien- 
lung,)  how  many  were  the  demands  for  the  settlement  of  the 
frontier !  How  great  the  changes  incurred  on  imperial  progresses  1 
How  extensive  the  public  works  and  improvements  I  And  jet 
abundance  prevailed  amid  high  and  low,  and  the  nation  attained 
to  the  pinnacle  of  wealth.  In  the  time  of  Keaking,  too,  ridtes 
and  affluence  yet  lingered  among  us,  insomuch  that  the  families  of 
the  scholars  and  people,  as  well  as  the  great  merchants  and  laarge 
traders,  acquired  habits  of  luxury  and  prodigal  expenditure.. 
Shall  we  compare  those  times  with  the  present?  Heaven  and 
earth  can  better  bear  comparison !  How  is  it,  that  the  greater 
extravagance  was  then  attended  with  more  affluence,  and  that  now 
the  f^reater  frugality  is  followed  but  by  increasing  scarcity  ? 

'^  It  seems  to  your  minister,  that  the  present  enhanced  value  of 
silver,  of  a  tael  of  which  the  cost  has  recently  exceeded  1600  cash, 
arises  not  from  the  waste  of  silver  bullion  within  the  country,  but 
from  its  outflow  into  foreign  regions. 

^'  From  the  moment  of  opium  first  gaining  an  influx  into  China, 
your  majesty^s  benevolent  progenitor,  surnamed  the  ̂   Wise,^  (Kea« 
king,)  foresaw  the  injury  that  it  would  produce,  and  therefore  he 
earnestly  warned  and  cautioned  men  against  it,  and  passed  a  law 
plainly  interdicting  it.  But  at  that  time  his  ministers  did  not 
imagine  that  its  poisonous  efiects  would  ever  pervade  the  empire 
to  the  present  extent.  Had  they  sooner  been  awake  to  this,  they 
would  have  awarded  the  severest  penalties  and  the  heaviest  punish^ 
ments,  in  order  to  have  nipped,  the  evil  in  the  bud. 

"There  is  a  regulation  by  which  every  foreign  vessel,  upon 
reaching  the  coast  of  Canton,  has  to  obtain  the  suretyship  of  a 
Hong  merchant,  who  is  required  to  bind  himself  under  sureties. 
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fli^  tiie  ship  has  no  opium  on  boards  nor  until  this  is  done  ean 
any  vessel  enter  the  port.  But  this  suretyship,  though  it  is  stiH 
required,  has  in  process  of  time  come  to  be  regarded  as  an  empty 
form;  and  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  prevent  opium  from 
being  brought  in  the  ships.  Prom  this  cause,  before  even  the 
third  year  of  Taoukwang,  (1823,)  the  annual  draining  of  silver  had 
already  amounted  to  several  millions  of  taels. 

''  In  the  first  instance,  the  use  of  opium  was  confined  to  the 
pampered  sons  of  fortune,  with  whom  it  was  an  idle  luxury,  but 
still  used  with  moderation  and  under  the  power  of  restraint. 
Since  then,  its  use  has  extended  upwards  to  the  officers  and  belted 
gentry,  and  downwards  to  the  labourer  and  the  tradesman,  to  the 
traveller,  and  even  to  women,  monks,  nuns,  and  priests.  In  every 
place  its  inhalers  are  to  be  found.  And  the  implements  required 
for  smoking  it  are  sold  publicly  in  the  face  of  day.  Even  Mouk- 
den,  the  important  soil  whence  our  empire  springs,  has  become 
infected  by  its  progressive  prevalence. 

"  The  importation  of  opium  from  abroad  is  constantly  on  the 
increase.  There  are  vessels  for  the  specific  purpose  of  storing  up 
opium,  which  do  not  enter  the  Bocca  Tigris,  but  remain  anchored 
off  Lintin,  and  off  the  Orand  Ladrone  and  Lantao,  islands  in  the 
open  sea.  Depraved  merchants  of  Kwangtung  form  illicit  con- 

nexions with  the  miUtia  and  its  officers  appointed  to  cruise  on  the 

sea^coasts,  and,  using  boats  designated  ̂ scrambling  dragons,'  ̂ fast 
erabs/  &c.,  they  carry  silver  out  to  sea,  and  bring  in  the  opium  in 
iPetum.  In  this  way,  between  the  third  and  eleventh  years  of 
Taoukwang,  (1823-31,)  the  country  was  drained  to  the  annual 
amount  of  from  seventeen  to  eighteen  millions  of  taels ;  between 
the  eleventh  and  fourteenth  years,  it  was  drained  to  the  annual 
amount  of  more  than  twenty  millions ;  and  between  the  fourteenth 
year  and  this  time,  to  the  yearly  amount  of  thirty  millions  and 
upwards.  In  addition  to  this,  too,  from  the  coasts  of  Fuhkein, 
Chekeang,  Shantung,  and  from  the  port  of  Tientsin,  there  has 
been  a  total  efflux  of  many  millions  of  taels.  This  outpouring  of 
l^e  useful  wealth  of  China  into  the  insatiable  depths  of  trans- 

marine regions — in  exchange,  too,  for  an  article  so  baneful — ^has 
thus  become  a  grievous  malady,  still  increasing,  day  by  day,  and 
year  by  year :  nor  can  your  minister  see  where  it  is  to  end. 

"  The  land  and  capitation  taxes,  and  the  contributions  for  sup-» 
ply  of  grain,  are  paid,  for  the  most  part,  in  all  the  provinces  and 
districts,  in  copper  cash.  When  the  sums  collected  are  accounted 
for  to  government,  these  copper  cash  have  to  be  exchanged  for 
silver.  The  loss  now  experienced  upon  this  exchange  is  so  very 
heavy,  that,  in  consequence  of  it,  the  officers  have  everywhere  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  revenue,  whereas  formerly  there  was  in 
general  an  overplus.*    The  salt  merchants  of  the  several  provinces 

•  An  allowance  is  made  for  loss  in  the  exchange,  which  formerly  more  than  covered, 
but  now  (according  to  the  memorialist,)  does  not  equal,  the  actual  loss  experienced. — 
Trans. 
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Rlways  sell  the  salt  for  copper  coin^  while  they  are  invariably  re- 
quired to  pay  the  gabel  in  silver ;  and^  hence^  the  business  of  a 

salt  merchant^  a  business  formerly  contended  for  as  affording  eer« 
tain  profit^  is^  under  existing  circumstances^  looked  upon  as  a  pur- 

suit surrounded  with  risks.  If  this  state  of  things  continue  a  few 
years  longer^  the  price  of  silver  will  become  so  enhanced^  that  it 
will  be  a  question  how  the  revenue  collected  can  possibly  be  ac- 

counted for,  or  the  gabel  paid  up.  And^  should  any  unanticipated 
cause  of  expenditure  arise,  it  will  become  a  question^  how  it  can 
by  possibility  be  met.  Whenever  your  minister  reflects  on  these 
things,  the  anxious  thoughts  they  occasion  wholly  deprive  him  of 
sleep. 

"  Throughout  the  empire,  it  is  now  universally  acknowledged, 
that  the  draining  of  the  country^s  resources  is  the  consequence  of 
the  introduction  of  opium :  and  many  are  the  suggestions  and 
propositions  for  staying  the  eviL  By  one  it  is  proposed  to  guard 
strictly  the  maritime  ports,  and  so  block  up  the  paths  of  outlet 
and  admission ;  but  it  is  not  considered  that  the  officers  who  most 
be  appointed  to  this  preventive  guard,  cannot  always  be  depended 
upon  as  upright  and  public  spirited  men ;  and  that  the  annual 
trade  in  opium,  amounting  to  some  tens  of  millions,  will  yield 
these  officers,  at  the  rate  of  one-tenth  or  one-hundredth  only,  as 
their  share,  [the  price  of  their  connivance,]  not  less  than  some 
millions  of  taels.  Where  such  pecuniary  advantage  is  to  be 
acquired,  who  will  faithfully  watch  or  act  against  the  traffic  ? 
Hence,  the  instances  of  seizure  that  do  sometimes  occur  are  few 
and  far  between.  Besides,  along  a  maritime  coast  of  thousands  of 
miles,  places  of  outlet  and  admission  abound  everywhere.  These 
considerations  make  it  clear,  that  this,  for  one,  is  not  practicable 
as  a  preventive  of  the  national  draining. 

"Others  say,  'put  an  entire  stop  to  foreign  commercial  inter- 
course, and  so  wholly  eradicate  the  origin  of  the  evil.^  These,  it 

would  seem,  are  not  aware,  that  the  woollens,  and  the  clocks  and 
watches  imported  by  the  foreigners  from  beyond  sea,  together  with 
the  tea,  rhubarb,  and  silk,  exported  by  them,  constituting  the 
body  of  the  legitimate  trade,  cannot  be  valuec  at  ten  milliors  of 
taels.  The  profit  therefore  enjoyed  from  this  trade,  does  not  ex- 

ceed a  few  millions,  and  is  at  the  same  time  but  a  barter  of  one 
commodity  for  another.  Its  value  is  not  a  tenth  or  twentieth  part 
of  that  of  the  opium  traffic ;  and,  consequently,  the  chief  interest 
of  the  foreign  merchants  is  in  the  latter,  and  not  in  the  former. 
Though,  therefore,  it  should  be  determined  to  set  aside  the  revenue 
derived  from  the  maritime  customs  of  Canton,  and  to  forbid  com* 
mercial  intercourse;  yet,  seeing  that  the  opium  vessels  do  not 
even  now  enter  the  port,  they  will  no  doubt  continue  to  anchor 
outside,  in  the  open  seas,  there  waiting  for  high  prices ;  and  the 

native  consumers  of  opium,  unable  to  bear  a  moment's  delay  of 
smoking,  will  still  find  depraved  people  ready  to  go  thither  and 
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•fioiLTejr  it  to  tfaem.  Hence  the  difiSculty  of  prevention  is  not  as 
regards  the  foreign  merchants^  but  as  regards  the  depraved  natives. 
Tfais^  too,  must  plainly,  then,  be  ineffectual  as  a  preventive  of  the 
aaiiional  draining. 

^f  Others  again  propose  to  search  for  and  arrest  all  who  deal  in 
opvmaok,  and  severely  to  punish  them,  as  well  as  all  who  keep 
libuses  for  smoking  it,  maintaining  that  thus,  though  we  may  fail 
tO'^pucify  the  source,  yet  it  will  be  possible  to  arrest  the  stream. 
:jdLre  these  persons  ignorant,  that,  since  the  enactment  of  the  laws 
ja^nst  opium,  the  punishment  awarded  to  dealers  therein  has 
heen  enslavement  to  the  military  at  a  distant  frontier  district, 
and  that  awarded  to  the  keepers  of  smoking  houses  has  been 
Btmngtilation,  or  one  degree  beyond  the  punishment  of  those  who 
bj  false  doctrines  deceive  the  people  and  honest  families  ?  Not- 

^  withsianding  this,  how  incalculably  numerous  are  the  dealers  in 
opium  and  the  keepers  of  smoking  houses  I  and  how  exceedingly 
few  the  cases,  in  any  of  the  provinces,  in  which  these  penalties  are 
inflicted!  For  in  the  province  of  Kwang  tung,  the  wholesale 
diealens  in  opium  having  established  large  stores,  maintain  a  good 
understanding  with  the  custom  house  officers  along  the  various 
Jt>utes  from  that  to  the  other  provinces.  The  opium  dealers  in 
the  several  provinces,  if  possessed  of  capital,  obtain  the  protection 
of  these  wholesale  men ;  and  the  corrupt  officers  of  the  places  of 
cmstoms  and  toll  consequently  connive,  and  suffer  them  to  pass ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  legitimate  traders,  passing  to  and  fro, 
are,  under  pretence  of  searching  for  opium,  vexatiously  detained 
and  subjected  to  extortion.  The  keepers  of  smoking  houses,  too, 
in  all  the  departments  and  districts,  are  depraved  and  crafty 
under-officers,  police-runners,  and  such  like.  These,  acting  in 
base  concert  with  worthless  young  men  of  large  families  pos- 

sessed of  a  name  and  influence,  collect  together,  under  the 
protection  of  many  doors,  and  in  retired  alleys,  parties  of  people 
to  inhale  the  drugj  and  the  private  officers  and  attendants  of 
the  local  magistrates,  being  one  half  of  them  sunk  into  this 
vicious  habit,  are  induced  always  to  shield  these  their  friends  and 
abettors.  Prom  these  causes,  we  find  this  measure  also  ineffectual 
as  a  preventative  of  the  national  draining. 

"There  is  yet  another  proposal,  to  remove  the  prohibitions 
against  the  planting  of  the  poppy,  and  to  suffer  the  preparation 
of  opium  within  the  country,  by  which  it  is  hoped  to  stay  the 
increasingly  ruinous  effects  of  foreign  importation,  to  stop  the 
efflux  of  silver.  Are  the  proposers  of  such  a  measure  altogether 
ignorant,  that  the  home-prepared  opium,  when  smoked,  does 
not  yield  the  needed  stimulus,  that  it  is  merely  used  by  the 
dealers  to  mix  up  with  the  foreign  opium,  with  the  view  of 
increasing  their  profits?  No,  this  measure,  should  it  be  adopted, 
and  the  planting  of  the  poppy  no  longer  prohibited,  will  also 
be  found  effectual  as  a  preventive  of  the  national  draining. 

VOL.    II.  Q 
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''The  injury  inflicted  by  opium^  is  it  then  altogether  paat 
prevention  ?  Tour  minister  would  fain  think  that  to  prevent  it 
18  not  impossiblci  but  only  that  the  true  means  of  so  domg 
have  not  yet  been  discovered. 

''  Now  the  great  waste  of  silver  arises  from  the  abundant  saleof 
opium,  and  this  abundant  sale  is  caused  by  the  lai^eness  of  the 
consumption.  Were  the  consumption  of  it  to  ceases  there  would 
of  course  be  no  sale,  and  did  the  sale  of  it  fail,  the  importation  of 
it  by  foreigners  from  abroad  would  necessarily  cease  also.  If 
then  it  be  desired  to  increase  the  severity  of  punishments,  it  is 
against  the  cormaners  of  the  opium  that  this  increased  severity 
must  be  directed. 

"  Your  minister  would  therefore  solicit  your  august  Majesty  to 
declare  by  severe  edicts  your  imperial  pleasure,  that,  from  suck 
a  month  and  day  of  this  year,  to  such  a  month  and  day  of  next 
year,  a  period  of  one  year  will  be  granted,  in  which  to  overcome 
the  practice  of  using  opium.  Within  this  period  of  time,  it 
cannot  be  impossible  for  those  even  with  whom  the  habit  is  most 
confirmed  to  overcome  it  altogether.  If,  then,  after  the  period 
of  a  year  any  continue  to  smoke  opium,  they  may  be  regarded 
as  lawless  and  incorrigible,  and  none  will  hesitate  to  admit  t^e 
justice  of  subjecting  them  to  the  heaviest  penalties.  I  find  that 
the  existing  laws  against  opium  smokers,  award  no  more  severe 
punishments  than  the  wearing  of  the  wooden  collar,  the  bastinado, 
and,  in  case  of  refusing  to  point  out  the  dealer,  a  chastisement  of  a 
hundred  blows,  with  transportation  for  three  years.  Thus  the 
utmost  severity  of  punishment  stops  short  of  death,  and  the  pain 
of  breaking  off  the  habit  of  using  opium  is  greater  than  that  of 
the  punishments,  the  cangue,  the  bastinado,  and  transportation. 
Of  this,  crafty  and  hardened  breakers  of  the  law  are  well  aware, 
and  they  do  not  therefore  strive  to  overcome  the  vile  habit.  But, 
were  the  offence  made  capital,  the  bitter  anguish  of  the  approach- 

ing punishment  would  be  found  more  trying  than  the  protracted 
languor  of  breaking  off  the  habit ;  and  your  minister  feels  assured, 
that  men  would  prefer  to  die  in  their  families,  in  the  endeavour 
to  refrain  from  opium,  rather  than  to  die  in  the  market  place, 
under  the  hands  of  the  executioner. 

"  In  considering  what  may  be  the  clear  and  thoughtftil  views  of 
your  Majesty,  in  regard  to  such  punishments,  an  apprehension 
may  be  presumed  to  exist  in  the  imperial  breast,  lest,  if  the  la^s 
be  rendered  somewhat  too  severe,  they  may  become,  in  the  hands 
of  evil  men,  instruments  for  drawing  down  penalties  upon  *he 
guiltless.  But  an  habitual  smoker  of  opium  can  always  be  so 
readily  distinguished  when  brought  before  a  magistrate  for  tfiBtl, 
that  one  who  is  not  such  a  smoker,  but  a  good  orderly  subjeet, 
cannot  be  hurt  by  false  accusations,  though  instigated  by  the 
greatest  animosity  and  the  most  implacable  hatred;  while  one 
who  is  really  a  smoker  will  not  by  any  means  be  able  to  gloss 
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over  or  conceal  the  fact.      Thongli   such  severe  punishments, 
therefore,  be  had  recourse  to,  there  can  no  evil  flow  therefrom. 

"  In  the  history  of  Formosa,  written  by  Yu  Wanee,  your  minister 
finds  it  mentioned,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Java  were  originally 
mmble,  light-bodied,  and  expert  in  war ;  but  when  the  [European] 
red-haired  race*  appeared,  these  prepared  opium  and  seduced  them 
into  the  use  of  it ;  whereupon  they  were  subdued,  brought  into 
subjection,  and  their  land  taken  possession  of.  Among  the  red- 
haired  race,  the  law  regarding  those  who  daily  make  use  of  opium 
is,  to  assemble  all  their  race  as  spectators,  while  the  criminal  is 
bound  to  a  stake,  and  shot  from  a  gun  into  the  sea.  Hence 
among  the  red-haired  race,  none  is  found  so  daring  as  to  make 
«se  of  it.  The  opium  which  is  now  imported  into  China  is  from 
the  English  and  other  nations,  where  are  found  preparers  of  it 
alone,  but  not  one  consumer  of  it.  Your  minister  has  heard 
moreover,  that  the  foreign  ships  coming  to  Canton  pass  on  their 
way,  the  frontiers  of  Cochin  China,  and  that  at  the  first  they  se- 

duced the  Cochin  Chinese  into  the  use  of  opium ;  but  that  these, 
discovering  the  covert  scheme  laid  for  them,  instantly  interdicted 
the  drug  under  the  most  severe  penalties,  making  the  use  of  it  a 
capital  crime,  without  chance  of  pardon.  Now,  if  it  is  in  the 
power  of  barbarians  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  empire,  to  put  a  stop 
by  prohibitions  to  the  consumption  of  opium,  how  much  more  can 
our  august  Sovereign,  whose  terrors  are  as  the  thunderbolts  and 
vivid  lightnings  of  heaven,  render  his  anger  so  terrible  that  even 
the  most  stupid,  perverse,  and  long-besotted,  shall  be  made  to 
open  their  blind  eyes  and  dull  ears ! 

"  The  great  measures  affecting  the  interests  of  the  empire,  it  is 
Bot  within  the  compass  of  ordinary  minds  to  comprehend.  The 
sacred  intelligence,  and  heaven-derived  decisiveness,  of  the 
Sovereign  may  however,  unaided  determine,  and  need  not  the  co- 

operation of  every  mind.  Yet  it  may  be,  that  men  of  fearful  dis- 
positions, unwilling  to  bear  reproach  for  the  sake  of  their  country, 

will,  though  well  aware  that  none  but  severe  punishments  can  stay 
the  evil,  pretend  nevertheless,  that  the  number  of  those  who 
smoke  opium  is  so  great  as  to  give  cause  for  apprehending,  that 
precipitate  measures  will  drive  them  into  a  calamitous  outbreak. 
To  meet  these  fears  it  is,  that  the  indulgent  measure  is  suggested, 
of  extending  to  the  smokers  one  year  wherein  to  repent.  The 
point  of  greatest  importance  is,  that  at  the  first  declaration  of  the 
imperial  pleasure,  the  commands  issued  should  be  of  an  earnest 

and  urgent  character;  for  if  the  Sovereign's  pleasui-e  be  forcibly 
expressed,  then  the  officers  who  are  to  enforce  it  will  be  pro- 
fomdly  attentive^  and  if  these  officers  be  attentive,  the  breakers 
«f  tfae  law  will  be  struck  with  terror.     Thus  in  the  course  of  a 

•  Thi«  term,  originally  ap^Uied  to  the  Dutch  and  northern  nations,  was  afterwards 
extended  to  the  English,  of  whom  it  has  latterly  become  the  exclusive  patronymic— Trans. 

q2 
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year,  even  before  punishments  shall  have  been  inflicted,  eight  or 
nine  out  of  every  ten  will  have  learned  to  refrain.  In  this  maimer^ 
the  consumers  of  opium  will  in  fact  owe  to  the  protection  of  the 
laws  the  preservation  of  their  lives ;  and  those  who  have  not  been 
smokers  will  be  indebted  to  the  restraint  and  cautions  of  the  laws, 

for  their  salvation  from  impendiag  danger.  Such  is  the  vast 
power  of  your  august  Majesty,  for  the  staying  of  evil.  Sudi 

your  Majesty's  opportunities  of  exhibiting  abundant  goodness, 
and  wide-spreading  philanthropy. 

Once  more  your  minister  solicits  that  commands  may  be  issued 

to  all  the  governors  and  lieutenant-governors  of  provinces,  to  pub- 
lish earnest  and  urgent  proclamations  for  the  general  information 

of  the  people,  and  to  give  wide  promulgation  to  prescriptions  for 

the  cure  of  the  habit  of  smoking  opium,  that  these  high  func- 
tionaries may  be  required  to  suffer  no  smoking  beyond  the  allotted 

Seriod  of  forbearance.     And  that,  at  the  same  time,  they  may  be 
irected  strictly  to   command  the   prefects   of  departments  and 

magistrates  of  districts,  to  examine  and  set  in  order  the  tithings 
and  hundreds^  giving  beforehand  clear  instructions  in  regard  to 
the  future  enforcement  of  the  new  law.   The  people,  after  the  year 
of  sufferance  shall  have  elapsed,  should  be  made  to  give  bonds — a 
common  bond  from  every  five  adjoining  houses,  and  if  any  one  con- 

tinues to  transgress,  it  should  be  required  of  all  to  inform  against 

him,  that  he  may  be  brought  to  justice,  and  to  this  end  liberal  re- 
wards should  be  accorded  to  the  informers ;  while,  should  a  trans- 

gression be  concealed  and  the  offender  shielded,  not  only  should 

the  transgressor,  upon  discovery,  be  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
posed new  law  executed,  but  all  those  mutually  bound  with  him, 

should  also  be  punished.     With  regard  to  general  marts  and  large 
towns,  where  people  are  assembled  from  all  parts,  seeing  that  the 
merchants  there  are  ever  passing  to  and  fro,  and  not  remaining  in 
one  place,  it  would  be  found  difficult,  should  their  neighbours  be 
made  answerable  for  them,  to  observe  their  conduct.     The  keepers 
of  shops  and  lodging-houses,  should,  therefore,  be  held  responsible, 
and  should  be  made  punishable  for  sheltering  opium-smokers,  in 
the  same  manner  as  for  harbouring  and  concealing  thieves.     If  any 
officer,  high  or  low,  actually  in  office,  continue  to  smoke  after  the 
year  of  sufferance  shall  have  elapsed,  he,  having  become  a  trans- 

gressor of  those  very  laws  which  it  is  his  duty  to  maintain,  should  be 
punished  in  a  higher  degree  than  ordinary  offenders,  by  the  ex- 

clusion of  his  children  and  grandchildren  from  the  public  examina- 
tions, in  addition  to  the  penalty  of  death  attaching  to  himself. 

Any  local  officers  who,  after  the  period  of  sufferance  shall  have 
elapsed,  shall  with  true-heartedness  fulfil  their  duty,  and  shall  show 
the  same  by  the  apprehension  of  any  considerable  number  of  of- 

fenders, should  be,  upon  application  for  the  imperial  consideration 
of  their  merits,  entitled  to  a  commensurate  reward,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  law  relating  to  the  apprehension  of  thieves. 
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Kanj  relations,  literary  friends,  or  personal  attendants  of  officers, 
ooatinue,  while  residing  with  such  officers,  to  smoke  opiunij^  in  ad« 
dition  to  the  punishment  falling  upon  themselves,  the  officers 
uader  whose  direction  they  may  be,  should  also  be  subjected  to 
severe  inquiry  and  censure.  As  to  the  military,  both  of  the  Tartar 
and  the  Chinese  forces,  each  officer  should  be  required  to  take  from 
the  men  under  his  immediate  command  a  bond  similar  to  those  of 
the  tithing-men.  And  their  superior  officers,  in  case  of  failing  to 
observe  any  transgression,  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  man* 
ner  as  has  been  suggested  in  relation  to  civil  officers  failing  to  ob- 

serve the  conduct  of  those  residing  with  them. 

"  Thus  it  may  be  hoped  that  both  the  military  and  the  people — 
those  of  low,  as  well  as  those  of  high  degree, — ^will  be  made  to  fear 
and  to  shun  transgression. 

"  Such  regulations  [if  adopted]  will  need  to  be  promulgated  and 
clearly  made  known  everywhere,  even  in  decayed  villages  and  way- 

side hamlets,  that  the  whole  empire  may  be  made  acquainted  with 

our  august  Sovereign's  regard  of,  and  anxiety  for,  the  people  and 
their  welfare,  and  his  extreme  desire  to  preserve  their  lives  from 
danger.  Every  opium-smoker  who  hears  thereof,  cannot  but  be 
aroused,  by  dread  of  punishment,  and  by  gratitude  for  the  good- 

ness extended  to  him,  to  change  his  face  and  cleanse  his  hearts 
And  thus  the  continual  draining  of  the  nation  will  be  stayed,  and 
the  price  of  silver  will  cease  to  be  enhanced.  And  this  being  the 
case,  plans  may  then  be  discussed  for  the  cultivation  of  our  re- 

sources. This  will  in  truth  be  a  fountain  of  happiness  to  the  rulers 
and  the  ruled  in  ten  thousand  ages  to  come. 

"  Your  servant's  obscure  and  imperfect  views  are  thus  laid  before 
your  August  Majesty,  with  the  humble  prayer  that  a  sacred  glance 
may  be  vouchssied  that  their  fitness  or  unfitness  may  be  deter- 

mined. A  respectful  memorial.'' 
The  Emperor's  pleasure  in  this  matter  was  recorded  as  follows : — 
'*  Hwang  Tsestsze  has  presented  a  memorial,  soliciting  the  adop- 

tion of  measures  to  stay  the  continual  draining  of  the  country, 
with  the  hope  of  enhancing  thereby  the  national  resources.  Let 
the  commanders-in-chief  in  the  provinces  of  Mookden,  Kirin,  and 
Tsitsihar,  and  the  governors  and  lieutenant-governors  of  all  the 
other  provinces,  express,  in  the  form  of  regulations,  their  own 
several  views  on  the  subject,  and  lay  the  same  speedily  before  the 
throne.  To  this  end  let  the  memorial  be  sent  to  them  herewith. 

Respect  this." 
Consequent  on  the  foregoing  the  following  imperial  edict  was 

issued : — "  In  reference  to  a  memorial  laid  before  us  by  Hwang 
Tsestsze,  the  vice-president  of  the  sacrificial  court,  it  has  now  been 
represented  to  us,  by  the  sub-censor.  Tan  Szelin,  that  the  governors 
and  lieutenant-governors  of  the  provinces  having  been  more  strict 
in  the  seizure  of  opium,  a  brighter  spirit  has  recently  been  exhi- 

bited throughout  the  provinces.     It  thus  appears  that  the  repre- 
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scntations  before  made  by  Hwang  Tsestsze  were  all  right:  bob 
that  all  the  officers  have^  with  one  consent^  mismanaged  the  set- 

ter. When^  perchance,  they  have  made  seizures,  these  have  been 
so  few  and  far  between,  that  it  cannot  be  that  they  have  all  acted 
with  uprightness  and  public  spirit.  Hwang  Tsestsse  and  those 
with  him  have,  however,  apprehended  and  punished  with  true  ptu^ 
pose  of  heart,  and  he  has  represented  his  views  with  plainness  and 
perspicuity :  he  may  well  be  called  a  servant  useful  and  devoted  to 
us.  Let,  therefore,  the  board  of  office  consider  of  his  merits  liber* 
ally,  in  order  that  we  may,  by  rewarding  him,  encourage  like  omi* duct. 

"  Henceforth,  let  the  governors  and  lieutenant-govemon  of  the 
provinces,  with  severity  and  earnestness,  make  known  their  com- 

mands to  the  people.  And  let  them,  at  the  same  time,  send  out 
officers  with  military  retinues  to  make  search,  imperatively  requir* 
ing  that  the  depraved  merchants  who  deal  in  opium,  and  those 
people  who  open  houses  for  smoking  it,  shall,  without  fail,  be 
apprehended  and  brought  to  trial  j  and  these,  after  a  period  of 
three  months  shall  have  elapsed,  shall,  according  to  a  new  law,  be 
condemned  to  death,  and  so  punished.  The  consumers  of  opium 
throughout  the  provinces  must  be  imperatively  required,  within 
the  space  of  three  months,  to  throw  off  the  habit  of  using  it.  If 
any  should  continue  its  use  after  the  lapse  of  this  period,  8uch 
persons  must  be  regarded  as  unruly  people,  fearless  of  the  laws^ 
and  shall  also  be  condemned,  in  accordance  with  the  new  law,  to 
the  penalty  of  death. 

"  The  governors  and  lieutenant-governors  of  the  provinces  must 
utterly  root  out  the  evil,  and  must  allow  no  guilty  persons  to  es- 

cape through  the  meshes  of  the  net.  If  any  officers  dare  to  con- 
nive at,  pass  over,  or  fail  to  discover,  acts  of  disobedience,  besides 

receiving  in  their  own  persons  the  penalties  prescribed  by  the 
new  law,  their  sons  and  grandsons,  also,  shall  be  excluded  firom 
the  public  examinations.  Such  local  officers  as  may  with  all  their 
hearts  fulfil  their  duty,  shall,  in  accordance  with  the  new  law,  be, 
upon  fitting  representation,  rewarded  conformably  to  their  merits. 
Let  these  commands  be  generally  made  known  to  the  governors 

and  lieutenant-governors  of  all  the  provinces.     Respect  this.^' 
(Without  date.     True  translation.) 

"  J.  Robert  Morrison, 

"  Chinese  Secretary's  Interpreter.'* 

Captain  Elliot,  Her  Majesty's  Superintendent  of  Trade  in  China, 
who  was  averse  to  the  opium  trade,  and  foresaw  the  evil  eflSects 
which  miist  inevitably  result  from  its  continuance  and  open  pro- 

secution, issued  a  public  notice  on  the  subject. 

*'  I,  CuARLfis  ELLiot,  Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Trade  of 
British  subjects  in  China,  moved  by  urgent  considerations  imme- 

diately affecting  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  property  of  all  Her 
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Majesty's  subjects  engaged  in  the  trade  at  Canton,  do  hereby 
formally  giye  notice,  and  require,  that  all  British  owned  schooner^ 
cuttars,  and  otherwise-rigged  small  craft,  either  habitually  or  occa- 

sionally engaged  in  the  illicit  opium  traffic  within  the  Bocca 
Tigids,  ahould  proceed  forth  of  the  same  within  the  space  of  three 
days  finmi  the  date  of  these  presents,  and  not  return  within  the 
said  Boeoa  Tigris,  being  engaged  in  the  said  illicit  opium  traffic. 

'*  And  I,  the  said  chief  superintendent,  do  further  give  notice, 
and  warn  all  her  majesty's  subjects  engaged  in  the  aforesaid  ilUcLt 
opium  traffic,  within  the  Bocca  Tigris,  in  such  schooners,  cutters, 
or  otherwise«rigged  small  craft,  that  if  any  native  of  the  Chinese 
empire  shall  come  by  his  or  her  death  by  any  wound  feloniously 
uiflicted  by  any  British  subject  or  subjects,  any  such  British  subject 
cnr  subjects  being  convicted  thereof,  are  liable  to  capital  punishment, 
as  if  the  cnme  had  been  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Her 

Majesty's  court  at  Westminster. 
'^  And  I,  the  said  chief  superintendent,  do  further  give  notice, 

juad  warn  all  British  subjects  being  owners  of  such  schooners,  cut- 
ters, or  otherwise-trigged  small  <^aft,  engaged  in  the  same  illicit 

o|Aum  traffic  within  the  Bocca  Tigris,  that  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
mestit  will  in  no  way  interpose  if  the  Chinese  government  shall 
think  fit  to  seize  an4  confiscate  ̂ he  same. 

^^  And  I,  the  said  chief  superintendent,  do  ftirther  give  notice, 
and  warn  all  British  subjects  employed  in  the  said  schooners,  cut- 
ters,  and  Qtherwise**rigged  small  craJt,  engaged  in  the  illicit  traffic 
in  opium  within  the  Bocca  Tigris,  that  the  forcible  resisting  of  the 
^iffieers  of  the  Chinese  government  in  the  duty  of  searching  and 
seizing,  is  a  lawless  act,  and  that  they  are  liable  to  consequences 
and  penalties  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  aforesaid  forcible  re- 

sistance were  opposed  to  the  officers  of  their  own,  or  any  other 
government,  in  their  own,  or  in  any  foreign  country. 

''  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Canton,  this 
eighteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

(Signed)  *  "  Charles  Elliot, 
"  Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Trade  of 

British  subjects  in  China/' The  Chinese  government  also  issued  several  strigent  and  severe 
proclamations  and  edicts  against  the  importation  and  use  of  opium ; 
but,  as  the  naval  and  miUtary  forces  of  China  were  unable  to 
contest  with  the  armed  English  opium  vessels^  the  traffic  increased 
with  fearful  rapidity. 

The  Emperor  and  cabinet  at  Peking,  finding  all  fturther  procla- 
maticms  and  injunctions  futile,  resolved  to  depute  an  imperial 
commissioner  to  Cantcm,  with  the  highest  powers  and  authority 
which  could  be  conferred  on  a  subject.  The  officer  chosen  for 
this  purpose  was  named  Idn,  a  man  about  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
of  high  repute  as  a  scholar,  bom  and  bred  in  one  of  the  maritime 
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prorinoesj  of  stem  demeanour^  and  possewed  of  qualities  wUcih  in 
any  country  would  have  made  him  distinguished.  He  was  coft- 
uMred  a  true  patriot ;  of  incorruptible  honesty,  and  stood  high  in 
the  favour  of  the  Emperor,  from  whom  it  is  said  the  comnussioiifir 
received  his  instructions  in  person,  to  whom  also  the  Emperor 
narrated  his  *'  deep  sense  of  the  evils  that  had  long  afflicted  fail 
children  by  means  of  the  flowing  poison  /'  and  adverting  to  the 
future,  his  majesty  paused,  wept,  and  said,  "  how,  alas  i  can  I  die 
and  go  to  the  shades  of  my  imperial  father  and  ancestors  nntH 
these  direful  evils  are  removed/' 

The  powers  thus  vested  in  Commissioner  Lin  have  only  been 
thrice  aele<rated  by  the  monarch  of  the  present  dynasty.  Tia 
appointment  of  his  excellency  was  thus  announced  by  the  anthori- 
ties  at  Canton : — 

Injunction  from  the  governor  and  Lieutenant-governor,  to  tke 
territorial  commissioner  and  others,  in  reference  to  the  anticipated 
arrival  of  the  imperial  commissioner. 

"  On  the  28rd  of  January,  1839,  a  despatch  was  received  from 
the  board  of  war,  giving  conveyance  to  the  subjoined  imperial  ediet^ 
delivered  to  the  inner  council  on  the  Slst  December,  1838. 

^  Let  Lin  Tsihsen,  governor  of  Hookwang,  and  ex*officio  direc- 
tor of  the  board  of  war,  be  invested  with  the  powers  and.privilegeR 

of  an  imperial  commissioner;  and  let  him,  with  aU  speed,  proceed 
to  Kwangtung  to  make  inquiry,  and  to  act  in  regard  to  the  affairs 
of  the  sea-ports.  Let  also  the  whole  naval  force  of  the  province, 
be  placed  under  his  control.     Respect  this.' 

"  On  the  same  day  (28rd  January,)  arrived  also  a  communica^ 
tion  from  the  general  council,  of  the  following  address  and  tenor. 

'  To  the  governors  of  the  two  Kwang,  Tang,  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant-governor of  Kwang  tung,  E.  On  the  3rd  of  January,  we 

received  the  annexed  imperial  edict. 

'  The  daily  increasing  prevalence  of  the  use  of  opium,  and  the 
continually  augmenting  loss  arising  from  the  removal  of  pure  sil- 

ver beyond  the  seas,  have  of  late  years  repeatedly  caused  us  to 
declare  to  the  governors  and  others,  our  desire  and  command,  that 
they  should  with  true  purpose  of  heart,  make  enquiry  and  act  in 
this  matter.  But  an  evil  practice,  so  long  and  deeply  rooted,  w 
not,  it  must  be  feared,  to  be  at  once  wholly  eradicated.  If  the 
source  of  the  evil  be  not  clearly  ascertained,  how  can  we  hope  that 
the  stream  of  pernicious  consequences  shall  be  stayed? 

'  We  recently  expressed  it  to  be  our  pleasure,  that  Lin  Tsihsin 
the  governor  of  Hookwang,  should  repair  with  speed  to  the  pro- 

vince of  Kwangtung,  to  make  enquiry  and  to  act  in  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  the  sea-ports ;  and  that  he  should  be  invested  with  the 
powers  and  privileges  of  an  imperial  commissioner,  and  should  have 
the  whole  naval  force  of  the  province  placed  under  his  control. 
Lin  Tsihsen  on  his  arrival  at  Canton,  will  of  course  exert  his 
utmost  strength  in  inquiring  and  acting  in  obedience  to  our  ex- 
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pressed  pleasure^  with  the  view  of  thoroughly  removing  the  sonrcQ 
of  this  evil. 

'  But  the  buildings  in  which  the  opium  undergoes  preparatkm^ 
the  smuggling  vessels  in  which  it  is  conveyed^  and  the  shops  opened 
for  its  sale,  or  for  indulgence  in  the  use  of  it,  with  all  such-like 
-evil  and  pernicious  establishments,  will  need  to  be  thoroughly 
u|>rooted  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  and  in  one  place  after 
another,  be  brought  to  light.  Let  Tang  Tinching,  and  Eleang 
arouse,  then  all  their  energies,  and  persevere  in  the  work  of  in- 

vestigating and  putting  measures  in  operation  to  attain  this  end. 
tLet  them  not  in  any  degree  become  remiss,  neither  let  them  en- 

tertain any  vain  anticipations  of  ease,  nor  still  less  harbour  any 
reserve  to  evade  or  to  transfer  their  duties. 

'  Tang  Tingching  holding,  however,  the  entire  sway  over  the 
two  provinces,  a  multitude  of  affairs  must  press  upon  him. 
Should  the  special  responsibility  of  making  inquiry  and  adopting 
measures  to  arrest  the  importation  of  opium,  and  the  exportation 
of  pure  silver,  be  also  laid  on  him,  it  may  be  feared  that  in 
giving  attention  to  one  duty,  he  may  be  distracted  from  others ; 
and  that  he  will  thus  be  prevented  from  applying  his  whole  mind 
and  strength  to  the  extirpation  of  this  evil.  It  is  for  this  reason 
We  have  commissioned  Lin  Tsihsen  to  go  and  take  on  him  the 
special  management  of  the  matter. 

^  It  will  be  the  duty  of  all  to  apply  their  efforts,  with  increas- 
ing diligence  and  ardour,  to  cast  down  every  wall  of  separation, 

fulfilling  with  earnestness  each  his  own  particular  duties,  and 
uniting  together  in  whatever  requires  combination  of  counsel  and 
addon,  reporting  conjointly  to  us.  Let  them  henceforth  embrace 
every  practicable  measure,  vigorously  to  redeem  their  foregone 
negligence.  It  is  our  full  hope,  that  the  long-indulged  habit  will 
be  for  ever  laid  aside,  and  every  root  and  germ  of  it  entirely  era- 

dicated. We  would  fain  think  that  our  ministers  will  be  enabled 
to  substantiate  our  wishes,  and  so  to  remove  from  China  the  dire 

calamity.  Let  these  our  commands  be  made  known  to  those  con- 
cerned.    Respect  this. 

'  In  obedience  to  these  imperial  desires,  we  the  ministers  of  the 
council,  address  to  you  this  communication/ 

"  The  above  documents  having  been  received  by  us,  the  gover- 
nor and  lieutenant-governor, — while,  on  the  one  hand,  we  forward 

copies  of  them  to  the  several  commanders  of  divisions  of  the 
naval  forces,  to  be  made  known  by  them — while  also  we  direct 
the  Hong  merchants.  Woo  Shaouyung  and  his  fellows,  to  pay  re- 

spectful obedience, — and  while  further  we  instruct  the  colonels  in 
command  of  the  central  regiments  of  our  own  respective  batta- 

lions, to  consult  together  immediately,  and  within  three  days^ 
without  fail,  to  present  to  us  lists  of  the  number  of  military 
seunpoo  (or  aides-de-camp)  and  koshiha  (or  orderlies),  who  shall 
be  appointed  to  attend  (on  the  imperial  commissioner),  together 
with  their  names, — ^while  effecting  these  several  objects,  we  at  the 
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Mune  time,  forward  a  copy  to  the  territorial  and  financial  oonir 
misaioner,  that  he  may  act  in  accordance  with  the  sovereign  com* 
mands,  and  may  in  concert  with  the  judicial  comnduioner,  ibit 
commissioner  of  the  fi^bel^  and  the  commissary,  make  the  same 
generally  known,  for  the  obedience  of  all.  And  in  reference  to 
the  approaching  visit  of  the  high  imperial  commimmer  to  CSaa- 
ton,  to  make  inquiry  and  act  in  regaid  to  the  affairs  of  the  acat- 
Cirts,  let  these  officers  give  their  immediate  attention  to  tiie  iek 
wing  questions,  via. :  what  shall  be  the  place  allotted  for  Us 

public  residence  at  Canton?  In  case  he  shoidd  require  to  go-in 
person  to  view  the  three  divuions — central,  eastern,  and  westerm 
—of  the  naval  force  on  the  coast;  what  portions  are  of  mostim^ 
portance  ?  And  in  what  naval  vessels  will  it  be  fitting  for  him  to 
embark  ?  What  number  of  attendant  officers,  civil,  seunpoo,  and 
clerks,  should  be  appointed  to  form  his  suite;  and  fixMU  what 
officers  should  they  be  chosen  ?  Let  them  consider  these  ques*- 
tions  jointly,  and  within  three  days  present,  for  our  revisal,  liats, 

comprising  the  names  of  such  officers  as  should  be  so  appoinied.^^ 
Preparatory  to  the  arrival  of  Commissioner  lin,  the  annexed 

warning  to  the  people  was  posted  in  printed  placards  in  all  the 
streets  of  Canton.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  Com*' 
missioner  Lin  himself.  The  translator  says : — "  It  is  beautifully 
composed,  and  would  be  no  discredit  to  the  first  scholar  of  the 
land.  We  have  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  to  translate  it,  but 
confess  that  we  have  not  done  justice  to  the  beauty  of  the  origi.- 
nal,  nor  indeed  is  it  in  our  power  to  do  it  justice.  No  language 
on  eaxth,  for  pith,  brevity,  terseness,  harmony  of  style,  and  ap- 

posite expressions,  can  be  compared  to  the  classic  languid  of 
China*  We  must,  therefore,  beg  our  readers  not  to  judge  of  the 

merits  of  the  original,  by  the  poverty  of  the  translation." 
This  remarkable  document  is  well  deserving  a  thoughtful  perusal. 

"  Of  all  the  evils  that  afflict  mankind,  the  greatest  are  those 
which  he  perversely  brings  upon  himself.  In  his  life,  he  not  only 
builds  up  a  line  of  o<mduct,  that  leads  him  to  a  miserable  death, 
but  contentedly  sinks  down  to  the  lowest  of  his  species,  and  be- 

comes an  object  of  hatred  and  scorn  to  his  fellow-men.  Having 
perversely  brought  these  evils  upon  himself,  which  lead  him  to  a 
miserable  death :  when  he  dies,  no  man  pities  him  I  contentedly 
sinking  down  to  the  lowest  of  his  i^cies,  and  becoming  an  object 
of  hatred  and  contempt  to  his  fellow*-men,  he  is  pleased  with  his 
depravity,  which  is  not  the  original  nature  of  man :  to  be  not  of 
the  original  nature  of  man  then,  and  to  die  unpitied,  is  what  be- 

longs to  reptiles,  wild  beasts,  dogs,  and  swine;  certainly  not  to  the 
human  species ! 

€<  Yfhj  do  I  thus  express  myself  ?  reptiles  and  wild  beasts  possess 
no  knowledge,  they  are  not  aware  of  the  infelicity  of  a  miserable 
death,  and  they  take  no  steps  to  guard  against  it !  Dogs  and  swine 
never  heard  of  the  expressions,  right  and  wrong,  glory  and  dis« 
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grace :  they  qaietly  receive  the  kicks  and  curses  of  man,  and  they 
remember  not  his  insults  with  a  blush  of  shame  !  Therefore  it  is, 
that  men  who  by  their  own  act  have  reduced  themselves  to  a  similar 
footingy  are  upbraided  with  being  as  reptiles,  wild  beasts,  dogs, 
and  swine;  and  though  they  may  be  unwilling  to  submit  to  such 
ckigrading  epithets,  yet  are  they  unable  to  shi^e  off  these  appella- 

tions which  have  been  so  happily  applied  to  them  !  But  there  are 
men  still  more  brutish  than  the  brutes  I  Beptiles,  wild  beasts,  dogs, 
and  swine,  do  not  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  age  so  as  to  cause  one 
anxiaus  thought  to  spring  up  in  the  breast  of  om*  gracious  sovC'^ 
nngn :  now,  however,  there  are  men  who  do  so,  who  consequently 
are  beneath  reptiles,  wild  beasts,  dogs,  and  swine ;  and  these  men 
are  the  smokers  of  opium  I 

^^  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  opium  smoking  commenced  by 
one  or  two  careless,  worthless  fellows,  who  mutually  instigated  each 
other  to  this  vicious  indulgence,  simply  by  way  of  amusement ! 
When  people  begin  to  smoke,  they  at  first  observe  no  evil  effects 
produced  by  it;  when  they  have  smoked  for  some  time,  they  then 
require  what  is  caU  renovation ;  when  the  time  for  renovating  comes, 
if  they  do  not  smoke,  then  the  hands  and  feet  become  weak  and 
palsied,  the  mouth  drops,  the  eyes  become  glazed,  rheum  flows 
from  the  one,  and  saliva  from  the  other ;  they  are  subject  to  com- 

plaints which  resemble  phlegm,  asthma,  and  convulsive  fits :  when 
they  arrive  at  this  stage  of  the  disease,  every  atom  of  human  t&df- 
scm  appears  to  have  left  them.  You  may  beat  them,  scold  them, 
curse  them,  and  insult  them,  yet  will  they  not  get  up  to  give  you 
aoiy  rejoinder  I  This  is  the  first  view,  showing  how  baneful  opium 
is  to  human  life  I 

'^  And  having  smoked  it  still  longer,  the  constitution  begins  to 
give  way,  the  interior  gradually  decays,  thousands  of  worms  and 
mi^gots  gnaw  the  intestines,  their  faces  become  discolored,  their 
teeth  black,  their  appearance  like  charcoal,  their  shoulders  rise  to 
their  ears,  their  necks  shrink  in,  the  thrapple  protrudes,  and  their 
whole  frame  is  hateful  as  that  of  a  ghost  or  de^^  (which  is  the  rea- 

son why  they  are  called  A  peen  kwei  or  opium  smoking  devils),  and 
in  fine,  they  insensibly  hug  their  bane,  till  death  overtakes  them 
in  the  very  act  I  This  is  the  second  view  that  I  present  of  the 
horrors  of  opium ! 

"  Further,  people  who  are  in  the  habit  of  smoking  opium,  require 
the  most  costly  viands  to  nourish  them,  and  of  these  costly  viands, 
the  renovating  item  is  the  most  costly  of  all  I  Day  by  day  it  goes 
on  increasing  from  one  and  two  mace,  to  five  and  six  mace ;  there 
is  no  certain  rule,  but  they  reckon  a  mace  of  opium  as  among  their 
necessaries  of  life.  A  man's  wealth,  as  well  as  his  strength,  has 
its  bounds :  evai  a  rich  man  may  not  always  be  able  to  fill  or  re- 

plenish this  leak  in  the  cup,  how  much  less  then  a  poor  man  ?  The 
evil  habit  thus  leads  to  one  cruelly  neglecting  the  comfort  of  his 
father  and  mother,  and  leads  to  his  unfeelingly  exposing  his  wife 
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and  children  to  cold  and  want ;  he  cares  not  for  his  momiug  of 
evening  meal^  but  to  do  without  his  opium,  were  impossible !  This 
then  is  the  third  view  that  I  present  of  the  evils  of  opium  I 

*'  Moreover^  opium  smokers,  by  indulging  chiefly  in  their  bane- 
ful habit  at  night-time,  waste  many  candles  and  consume  much 

oil.  Till  morning  they  do  not  sleep,  and  while  the  sun  shines  upon 
the  world,  and  other  men  rise  to  go  to  work,  the  opium  smoker 
alone  is  still  in  his  slumbers  I  Thus  by  not  getting  up  till  midday 
in  constant  succession,  the  employed  neglects  his  public  duties, 

the  scholar  flings  aside  his  book,  the  workman's  occupation  goes 
to  ruin,  the  merchant  drains  his  substance,  the  soldier  and  officer 
become  slothful  and  impotent,  and  the  servant  lazy  in  obeying  his 

master's  commands  :  thus  then,  by  it,  time  is  mispent,  duty  n^- 
lected,  wealth  dissipated,  life  lost,  and  families  overtaken  by  de- 

struction 1  This  is  the  fourth  view  that  I  present  of  the  pernicious 
efiects  of  opium. 

"  Now,  in  reference  to  these  four  points  of  view  in  which  I  havd 
shown  opium  to  be  a  great  calamity,  it  is  not  that  people  don't  sea 
it,  it  is  not  that  people  don't  know  it ;  but  still,  such  is  the  fact,  that 
with  all  this  staring  them  in  the  face,  they  mutually  hasten,  they 
mutually  urge  each  other  to  their  bane,  and  contentedly  yield  up 
their  lives  to  its  noxious  influence !  As  the  waters  of  the  great 
river  flow  to  the  east,  and  day  by  day  roll  on  without  ceasing;  so 
we  find  of  this  evil  habit,  when  it  first  began,  that  those  who 
smoked,  avoided  the  gaze  of  other  men,  they  kept  their  shamid 
secret  and  feared  to  avow  it ;  now,  however,  it  is  taken  in  public, 
and  even  served  up  as  a  treat  to  guests  and  strangers!  At  first, 
none  but  slaves  and  the  vilest  of  the  vile  smoked  it  -,  now,  how- 

ever, it  has  infected  the  capped  and  gowned  gentry  of  the  land  \ 
At  first,  it  was  merely  used  by  the  people  of  Canton  and  Fokien, 
and  those  parts  which  border  on  the  sea ;  now,  however,  it  has  gone 
east  and  west,  it  has  crossed  the  firontiers  into  Tartary,  nor  is 
there  a  province  of  the  empire  where  it  has  not  found  its  way  I 
At  first,  none  but  a  few  depraved  wretches  of  the  male  sex  used  it, 
and  now  we  find  that  even  Bonzes^  Taou  priests,  married  women, 
and  young  girls  are  addicted  to  the  life-destroying  drug.  In  every 
item !  in  every  respect !  is  the  evil  becoming  daily  more  grave, 
more  deeply  rooted  than  before  !  so  much  so,  that  its  banefol  in- 

fluence seems  to  threaten  little  by  little  to  degrade  the  whole  po** 
pulation  of  the  Celestial  Empire  to  a  level  with  reptiles,  wild  beasts, 
dogs,  and  swine  1  When  the  people  of  our  empire  shall  have  been 
degraded  to  this  brutish  level,  then  the  three  relations  will  be  anni- 

hilated,'!' the  nine  laws  or  punishments  will  cease  to  act,  the  five 
businesses  of  life  will  be  utterly  neglected,  man's  reason  at  an  end 
for  ever,  and  unnumbered  woes  will  arise !     From  the  time  that 

♦  The  three  relations,  (or  botidb),  viz. :  prince  and  people,  father  and  son,  hus- band and  wile. 
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there  ever  was  people  until  now,  never,  never,  was  there  a  calam* 
ity,  which,  in  its  first  beginnings  so  bland,  so  bewitching,  threaten- 

ed to  consume  all  things  with  its  blaze,  like  as  this  fearful  drug  1 

"  Above,  our  sovereign,  and  his  virtuous  ministers  brood  over  this 
national  misfortune,  and  lament  the  havoc  it  has  made  :  below,  all' 
good  men,  and  all  disinterested  employers,  exert  themselves  to 
counteract  its  effects :  yet  are  they  unable  to  arrest  its  progress  ! 
When  one  reflects  on  all  these  things,  even  granting  that  the  final 
sentence  of  the  law  shoidd  be  awarded  to  those  men  who  have 
eaused  such  disasters,  who  is  there  that  may  lift  up  his  voice  and 

say,  *  it  would  not  be  right  so  to  do  ?'  Nor  does  the  evil  stop  here. 
Those  foreigners  by  means  of  their  poison  dupe  and  befool  the 
natives  of  China !  It  is  not  only  that  year  by  year  they  abstract 
thereby  many  millions  of  our  money,  but  the  direful  appearances 
seem  to  indicate  a  wish  on  their  part,  utterly  to  root  out  and  ex- 

tinguish us  as  a  people  !*  I  repeat,  that  from  the  time  of  our  be- 
coming a  nation  until  now,  never  did  any  evil,  at  flrst  so  bland,  so 

enticing,  blaze  so  fearfully  as  does  this  dreadful  poison  I 

"  My  countrymen  of  China  well  know  the  dangerous  position 
they  stand  in,  yet  they  contentedly  hug  their  bane,  which  brings 
on  them  ruin  and  death  !  Thus  it  is,  that  by  land  and  by  water, 
m  the  public  markets  and  in  the  mountain  passes,  those  who  sell 
opium,  are  to  be  met  with  by  hundreds  and  by  thousands  at  a 
time  !  These  are  all  so  many  cut-throat  ruffians,  as  careless  of 
their  own  lives,  as  of  those  of  others ;  they  go  about,  with  their 
swords  and  spears  all  prepared,  in  order  to  prosecute  with  violence 
their  illegal  calling :  equally  depraved  are  the  police  and  soldiery, 
for  they,  in  order  to  turn  their  employment  to  good  account,  pre- 

tend that  they  are  searching  for  the  prohibited  drug,  and  under 
this  excuse  turn  the  baggage  of  the  lawful  traveller  upside  down, 
and  subject  good  people  to  every  species  of  annoyance.  These 
evils  and  abuses  day  by  day  become  more  wide- spreading,  more 
deeply-rooted,  and  they  are  entirely  brought  on  by  the  smokers  of 
opium  !  When  I  reflect  upon  this,  it  seems  to  me,  that,  though 
every  one  of  these  said  opium-smokers  should  be  exterminated,  yet 
would  not  their  death  be  sufficient  to  atone  for  the  crimes  they 
have  committed,  for  the  evils  they  have  brought  about ! 

'^  Now  I  have  heard  that  our  gracious  Emperor,  after  mature 
consultation,  is  about  to  take  this  abandoned  class  of  his  subjects, 
and  utterly  cut  them  off !  the  necessity  of  the  case  imperiously 
^lls  for  it,  and  reason  strongly  justifles  the  measure !  Why  is  it 
that  I  thus  express  myself?  Why,  because  a  crime  committed 
against  an  individual,  against  his  property,  or  against  a  fraction  of 
the  community,  is  a  small  matter  compared  with  one  which  threa- 

tens to  put  the  whole  empire  in  a  blaze !  and  amidst  a  calamity 

♦  Many  Chinese  are  under  the  impression  that  it  is  our  object  to  take  their  coun- 
try by  means  of  opium. 
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whidi  thus  aifects  the  country  from  one  end  to  another^  is  our  so- 
vereign lord  to  sit  qnietlv  looking  on  and  see  it  raging^  witliont 

patting  forth  the  rod  of  his  power  to  pnnish  and  repress?  More* 
over,  such  are  the  dictates  of  reason  that  guide  mankind :  where 
there  are  those  who  degrade  themselves  to  a  level  with  reptiles^ 
wild  beasts,  dogs,  and  swine,  their  fellow  men  despise  them: 
where  their  fellow-men  despise  them,  they  also  rqect  and  cast 
them  off:  thus  misery  is  superadded  to  misery,  and  looking  upon 
them  like  birds  of  prey,  we  may  hunt  them  down,  or  as  herbs, 
we  may  root  them  up,  without  the  least  feeling  of  pity  or  com- 

punction !  it  is  only  they  who  have  brought  this  woe  upon  them- selves ! 

*'  Now,  although  happiness  is  built  upon  a  foundation,  misery 
has  also  a  source  firom  which  it  springs,  and  amidst  the  discord  of 
those  warring  principles,  it  belongs  to  those  above  to  seize  the  op- 

portunitv  <rf  bringing  forth  good  out ^ of  evil!  In  reference* to 
this,  Chm-tung-foo  has  said.  '  When  the  bulk  of  the  people  are 
joyfiiUy  hastening  to  their  ruin,  and  when  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  gods  or  devils  to  change  their  course,  man  can  do  it !  andif  it  be 
asked  me,  how  can  man  change  their  course?  I  reply,  by  killing 
in  order  to  stay  killing  I'  (i.  e.  by  putting  a  few  to  death,  as  an 
example  and  warning  to  others).  Now,  therefore,  in  reference  to 
opium  smokers,  if  we  do  not  impose  those  laws  upon  them,  tbey 
will  die  from  the  pernicious  properties  of  the  drug  : — if  we  do  im- 

pose those  laws  upon  them,  then  will  they  die  under  the  hand  of 
the  executioner : — ^but  it  seems  better  that  a  few  should  jJerish 
under  the  hand  of  the  executioner,  with  the  prospect  of  being  able 
to  arrest  the  evil,  than  that  they  should  die  from  opium  and  our race  become  exterminated. 

"  Again,  there  are  appearances  in  nature  as  if  heaven*  and  earth 
at  times  repent  of  unnecessary  severity ;  moreover,  the  holiest  of 
men  trembles  while  punishing  wickedness,  if  he  has  not  distinctly 
warned  the  parties  beforehand.  Obscure  individual  that  I  ft^» 
not  being  in  the  situation  of  the  high  officers  of  government,  1 
cannot  presume  to  know  or  regulate  their  plans,  and  for  nao  thus 
to  obtrude  my  impertinent  advice,  may  justly  be  reckoned  unto 
me.  as  a  crime  !  But  I  look  upon  ye  all  as  of  the  same  spoci^s 
with  myself,  as  my  brethren  of  the  human  race :  in  the  midst  m 
my  retirement  I  have  thought  of  your  situation  with  gri^f  *^ 
pain :  and  I  deeply  pity  you,  seeing  the  terrors  of  the  law  about  to 
take  hold  of  you  I  I  have,  therefore,  composed  a  short  discourse^ 
which  with  the  kindest  bowels  of  compassion,  I  offer  up  for  y^^ 
perusal,  earnestly  hoping  that  my  brethren  will  give  good  heed  to 

•  "  Heaven  "  is  said  to  repent  of  severity  by  the  Chinese  ;  e.  g.  supposing  ̂ ^^^^^q 
have  visited  the  land  with  long  drought,  when  the  refreshing  rain  falls,  this  is  .^'JLj 
be  a  proof  of  heaven  repenting,  and  vice  vers&.    The  meaning  of  the  author  iSf  ̂  ̂ 
as  "heaven"  has  been  cruel  in  permitting  the  opium  poison  to  rage  over  the  w   ̂  
perhaps  He  will  relent,  and  bless  the  vigorous  measures  we  are  now  taking  te  p 
stop  to  ic 

_-H 
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ihe  faithfulness  of  my  intentions^  and  deeply  ponder  upon  my 
wcHrds  I     It  is  to  the  following  effect : 

'^  Every  man  who  is  endowed  with  the  gift  of  reason^  knows 
to  prize  his  life  above  all  things :  from  the  time  our  feeble  body  is 
acaree  a  cubit  high^  if  it  be  wounded^  we  mourn  and  weep !  In 
childhood^  when  traversing  a  dangerous  road  at  dead  midnight^  we 
tremble  and  mutually  warn  each  other  to  beware ;  whatever  en- 

ticement may  be  held  out^  we  reject  it  with  suspicion  and  feel 
akrmed  to  proceed :  this  is^  because  we  fear  to  die !  And  when 

grown  to  man's  estate^  whatever  is  noxious  to  our  persons^  we  en- 
deavour to  avoid  with  the  utmost  anxiety ;  if  we  cannot  succeed  in 

avoiding  it,  we  feel  sorrowful  and  perhaps  repair  to  a  temple  to 
implore  divine  aid.  From  childhood  till  old  age,  without  distin- 

guishing between  the  virtuous  and  the  depraved,  the  noble  and  the 
base^  the  object  of  all  our  active  exertions  by  night  and  by  day, 
the  object  for  which  we  rack  our  minds  with  the  most  intense 
anxiety,  is  merely  to  obtain  what  will  benefit  us,  and  avoid  what 
wiU  injure  us  :  to  follow  after  happiness,  to  shun  misery,  and  no- 
thing  more.  K  we  are  overcome  by  dangers  or  sickness,  we  are 
sad  :  if  informed  that  we  are  about  to  die,  we  are  sorrowful :  such 
is  the  nature  of  man,  and  opium  smokers  offer  the  only  exception ! 
These  run  after  their  death  I  these  sit  contentedly  on  the  brink  of 
danger  I  even  as  the  silly  moth,  which  keeps  fluttering  round  the 
candle  which  consumes  him  1  Among  men,  there  is  no  one  who 
does  not  like  the  idea  of  making  his  name  famous  or  honourable : 
if  you  upbraid  a  man  with  being  depraved,  he  gets  angry :  if  you 
sitill  further  insult  him,  by  telling  him  that  his  heart  is  cruel  as 
that  of  a  wild  beast  or  bird  of  prey,  that  he  is  deficient  of  know- 

ledge as  the  reptile  that  crawls  on  the  ground,  and  that  he  cannot 
be  classed  as  one  of  the  human  species :  methinks  that  at  language 
of  this  kind,  his  eyes  must  ̂   like  stars  start  from  their  spheres ! 
apad  each  particular  hair  must  stand  on  end  like  quills  upon  the 
fretful  porcupine  V^  He  must  put  himself  in  a  posture  of  defiance, 
and  hurl  back  the  reproach  with  a  curse  I  But  opium  smokers 
are  alone  different  in  this  respect !  They,  it  is  true,  do  not  vnsh 
to  receive  such  insults,  but  not  wishing  to  receive  the  name,  and 
doing  that  which  induces  the  appellation,  is  very  much  the  same 
as  sitting  down  contentedly  under  the  reproach.  Therefore  it  is, 
that  they  who  smoke  opium  and  clearly  know  that  it  is  destroying 
th^  life,  are  guilty  of  folly :  they  who  smoke  opium,  and  Imow 
that  while  they  do  so,  it  is  sullying  their  name  and  reputation,  are 
lost  to  every  sense  of  shame !  and  those  who  associate  with  the 
lowest  of  the  low,  the  vilest  of  the  vile,  and  who  in  the  company  of 
such,  turn  day  into  night,  have  forgotten  every  rule  of  decency  and 
propriety !  To  smoke  opium,  and  not  to  look  after  the  comfort  of 
your  parents,  is  to  play  the  part  of  an  undutiful  child  !  to  smoke 

D^iimn  and  give  no  heed  to  the  instruction  of  your  son,  is  not  ful- 
filling your  duty  as  a  father  I  to  smoke  opium  and  care  not  though 

•  This  expresses  somewhat  the  meaning  of  the  writer. 
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your  wife  safiFer  cold  and  want^  is  what  no  kind  husband  would 
do :  to  cormpt  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  age,  and  entail 
calamities  upon  posterity,  is  to  be  a  robber  of  the  world :  to  violate 
the  laws,  to  breiUL  through  the  regulations,  and  not  to  repent  of 
your  crime,  is  the  conduct  of  a  rebel :  to  take  the  intelligent  and 
educated  mind  of  a  Chinese,  and  prostitute  it  so  as  to  be  duped  by 
distant  foreigners,  with  their  corroding  poison,  to  heap  up  unnum- 

bered crimes,  to  refuse  to  awake  from  your  delusion,  and  to  die 
with  it  in  your  embrace,  shows  that  ye  know  not  reason,  and  that 
your  hearts  are  like  those  of  the  brutes ! 

''  Now  then  ye  who  smoke  opium  !  look  at  the  nine  foregoing 
crimes  that  ye  commit  I  and  when  ye  take  up  the  opium  pipe  to 
smoke,  do  one  and  all  of  you  put  the  hand  upon  the  heart,  and  sisk 
yourselves  :  Do  I  deserve  death,  or  not?  ought  I  to  leave  oflf  this 
hateful  vice,  or  not?  People  who  have  rebelled  against  high 
heaven,  who  have  injured  their  fellow-men,  who  have  opposed  rea- 

son, who  have  trampled  on  the  five  relations  of  mankind,  who 
have  set  at  defiance  every  rule  of  decency  and  propriety :  methinks 

that  though  our  sovereign's  laws  may  not  slay,  them,  yet  that 
heaven  and  earth,  gods  and  spirits,  must  exterminate  them  with 
their  avenging  lightning !  And  though  you  may  escape  our 
human  punishments,  think  you  thet  you  can  escape  the  punish- 

ment of  heaven?  although  you  have  human  faces  and  dress  like 
men,  though  your  houses  may  overflow  with  wealth,  and  you  may 
fare  on  dainties  every  day,  yet  loaded  as  you  are  with  every  species 
of  guilt,  I  can  find  no  difference  between  you  and  reptiles,  wild 
beasts,  dogs  and  swine !  Can  ye  hear  a  reproach  of  this  kind,  with- 

out starting  with  horror  !  without  the  cold  sweat  trickling  down 
your  foreheads  ! 

"  Before  I  finish,  a  word  to  you  who  are  mandarins,  and  em- 
ployers in  government  offices.  It  belongs  to  you  to  rule  the 

people !  You  try  their  crimes,  and  you  award  their  punishments ! 
Let  me  ask  of  you,  supposing  you  were  called  upon  to  judge  your 
own  crimes  in  this  respect,  pray  by  what  law  or  statute  would  you 
judge  them  ?  And  ye  who  are  scholars  and  learned  men !  Ye 
have  already  studied  a  great  many  works !  Ye  know  what  pro- 

priety is  I  Let  me  then  ask  of  you,  supposing  you  were  called 
upon  to  give  an  opinion  of  your  own  conduct  in  this  respect,  pray 
under  what  standard  of  propriety  would  you  class  it  ?  For  the 
operative,  for  the  merchant,  and  for  every  class  and  description  of 
the  people,  are  there  laws  made  and  punishments  annexed,— but 

for  you  l"   
The  authorities  at  Canton,  in  order  to  deter,  if  possible,  the  Eng- 

lish from  prosecuting  the  opium  traffic,  executed  a  Chinese,  on 
27th  February,  1839,  who  had  been  found  with  opium,  opposite 
the  British  factories. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  mode  in  which  the  punish- 
ment of  death  is  inflicted  for  dealing  in  opium.     The  execution 
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here  refeiMd  to^  took  plaoe  outside  the  wail  of  Macao,   and  was 

also  intended  as  a  warning  to  foreigners.    About  five  o'clock  a 
large  number  of  Chinese,  together  with  some  foreigners,  assembled 
outside  the  wall,  near  the  Saint  Antonio  gate.    The  Tso-iang  of 
Macao  arrived,  and  with  him  from  fifty  to  sixty  police  runners. 
A  few  minutes  afterwards  the  Yew-foo,  military  ofBcers  from  Casa 
Branca,  the  Fleang-shan4een^  district  magistrate  of  Fleang-shan,and 
Kewn^mm-foOf  of  Casa   Branca,  came  in  rotation,   followed   by 
the  unfortunate  culprit,  in  a  bamboo  cage,  borne  by  the  two  execu- 

tioners, and  guarded  by  about  one  hundred  of  the  imperial  infan- 
try, armed  with  boarding  pikes,  and  other  formidable  weapons  of 

war^    There  were  two  bamboo  matted  sheds  built  up  for  this  oc- 
casion, the  distance  between  them  being  from  thirty-five  to  forty 

yards ;  one  of  these  sheds  was  fiirnished  with  chairs  and  tables, 
where  the  mandarins  seated  themselves  after  having  exchanged  the 
customary  civilities  one  vrith  the  other ;  the  other  was  the  place 
for  the  execution,  and  contained  merely  a  slight  wooden  cross, 
about  six  feet  in  height,  with  a  hole  in  the  upper  part,  immedi- 

ately above  the  horizontal  cross-piece.     Three  guns  were  fired  as  a 
signal  to  prepare  for  the  execution  of  the  culprit.     With  his  arms 
and  legs  heavily  h)aded  with  shackles  of  iron,  he  was  literally 
shaken  out  of  the  cage,  a  most  pitiable  looking  object,  covered  with 
filth,  and  so  emaciated  &om  an  existence  of  about  four  months  in 
a  Chinese  prison,  as  to  seem  more  dead  than   alive.     He  was 
dragged  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  placed  standing  on  a  piece  of 
brick,  touching  the  cross  with  his  back.     The  executioners  com- 

menced by  lashing  a  rope  round  his  legs,  under  the  arms,  and 
then  through  a  hole  in  the  upper  part  of  the  cross  >  after  which  it 
was  placed  several  times  round  his  neck^  and  again  through  the 
hcde.    They  then  made  use  of  a  stick,  resembling  a  long  arrow, 
about  five  feet  in  length,  which  was  passed  through  the  loops  of 
the  cord,  and  twisted  round  several  times,  for  the  purpose   of 
t^fatening  the  rope,  so  as  to  effect  strangulation.     No  apparent 
signal,  other  than  the  removal  of  the  jriece  of  brick  from  under  the 
feet,  was  given  for  the  fatal  turning  of  the  stick.     The  expression 

of  the  poor  man's  countenance  did  not  change,  nor  was  be  per- 
ched to  make  any  struggle.     The  manner  in  which  his  arms  and 

legs  were  tied  must  account  for  the  latter  circumstance.     When 
the  unfortunate  victim  of  our  cupidity  had  been  dead  about  ten 
minutes,  the  mandarins  departed  under  a  salute  of  three  guns, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  executioners  followed,  but  not  until  they 
had  fully  assured  themselves,  by  examining  the  mouth  and  eyes  of 
the  culprit,  that  he  was  quite  dead.     They  left  him  still  fastened 
to  the  cross,  but  removed  from  his  hands  and  feet  the  shackles, 
with  which  up  to  this  time  they  had  been  bound.     The  body  was 
ordered  to  continue  hanging  on  the  cross  for  three  days,  as  a  spec- 
taele  and  warmng  to  all  dealers  in  opium  and  others ;  after  which 
period  his  friends  would  have  permission  to  remove  the  body,  on 

VOL.  II,      ■  R 
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their  application  for  the  same.  The  name  of  the  unfortunate  man  wiui 
Kwok-pung;  he  kept  a  small  shop  for  twenty  years^  at  Shaleton,  a 
village  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  inner  harbour  of  Macao^  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  place  of  execution.  He  bore  an  excellent 
character  among  all  those  who  had  any  dealings  with  him^  and 
was  seized  on  for  having  sold  only  a  few  balls  or  cakes  of  opium, 
on  account  of  another  party. 

Kwok-pung  was  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  he  left  three  wives, 
several  children,  and  a  numerous  circle  of  connexions  to  lament 
his  untimely  end. 

About  the  middle  of  March  1839,  a  remarkable  letter  was 
addressed  by  Commissioner  Lin  to  the  Queen  of  England,  and 
His  Excellency  expressed  an  anxious  desire  to  know  how  he 
should  convey  his  missive  to  Her  Majesty.  The  Hong  merchants 
at  Canton  obtained  the  annexed  copy  of  the  letter  in  question : 

Letter  to  the  Queen  of  England  from  the  Imperial  Commissioner,  ifc. 

"  Lin,  high  imperial  commissioner,  a  director  of  the  Board  of 
War,  and  governor  of  the  two  Hoo, — ^Tang,  a  director  of  the 
Board  of  War,  and  governor  of  the  two  Kwang, — and  E.,  a 
vice-director  of  the  Board  of  War,  and  lieutenant-governor  of 
Kwang-tung,—^  conjointly  address  this  communication  to  the 
sovereign  of  the  English  nation,  fwr  the  purpose  of  requiring  the 
interdiction  of  opium. 

"That  in  the  ways  of  Heaven  no  partiality  exists,  and  no 
sanction  is  allowed  to  the  injuring  of  others  for  the  advantage 
of  one's  self, — that  in  men's  natural  desires  there  is  not  any  great 
diversity,  (for  where  is  he  who  does  not  abhor  death  and  seek 
life  ?) — ^these  are  universally  acknowledged  principles ; — and 
your  honourable  nation,  though  beyond  the  wide  ocean,  at  a 
distance  of  twenty  thousand  miles,  acknowledges  the  same  ways 
of  Heaven,  the  same  human  nature,  and  has  the  like  perception 
of  the  distinctions  between  life  and  death,  benefit  and  injury. 

"  Our  heavenly  court  has  for  its  family  all  that  is  within  the 
four  seas;  the  great  Emperor's  Heaven-like  benevolence — there 
is  none  whom  it  does  not  overshadow :  even  regions  remote, 
desert,  and  disconnected,  have  a  part  in  the  general  care  of  life 
and  of  wellbeing. 

"  In  Kwangtung,  since  the  removal  of  the  interdicts  upon 
maritime  communication,  there  has  been  a  constantly  flowing 
stream  of  commercial  intercourse.  The  people  of  the  land,  and 
those  who  come  from  abroad  in  foreign  ships,  have  reposed 
together  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  advantages,  for  tens  of  years 
past,  even  until  this  time.  And  as  regards  the  rhubarb,  teas, 
raw  silk,  and  similar  rich  and  valuable  products  of  China, 
should    foreign    nations  be  deprived  of  these,   they  would  be 
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without  the  means  of  continuing  Ufe.  So  that  the  Heavenly 
court,  by  granting,  in  the  oneness  of  its  common  benevolence,  per- 

mission for  the  sale  and  exportation  thereof, — and  that  without 
stint  and  grudge, — ^has  indeed  extended  its  favours  to  the  utmost 
circuit  [of  the  nations] ,  making  its  heart  one  with  the  core  of 
Heaven  and  earth. 

'^  But  there  is  a  tribe  of  depraved  and  barbarous  people,  who 
having  manufactured  opium  for  smoking,  bring  it  hither  for  sale, 
and  seduce  and  lead  astray  the  simple  folk,  to  the  destruction 
of  their  persons,  and  the  draining  of  their  resources.  Formerly 
the  smokers  thereof  were  few,  but  of  late,  from  each  to  other 
the  practice  has  spread  its  contagion,  and  daily  do  its  baneful 
effects  more  deeply  pervade  the  central  source — its  rich,  fruitful, 
and  flourishing  population.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  simple 
folk,  inasmuch  as  they  indulge  their  appetite  at  the  expense  of 
their  lives,  are  indeed  themselves  the  authors  of  their  miseries : 
and  why  then  should  they  be  pitied  ?  Yet,  in  the  universal 
empire  under  the  sway  of  the  great  and  pure  dynasty,  it  is  of 

essential  import,  for  the  right  direction  of  men^s  minds,  that  their customs  and  manners  should  be  formed  to  correctness.  How  can 
it  be  borne  that  the  living  souls  that  dwell  within  these  seas, 
should  be  left  wilfully  to  take  a  deadly  poison !  Hence  it  is, 
that  those  who  deal  in  opium,  or  who  inhale  its  fumes,  within  thip 
land,  are  all  now  to  be  subjected  to  severest  punishment,  and  that 
a  perpetual  interdict  is  to  be  placed  on  the  practice  so  extensively 
prevailing. 

"  We  have  reflected,  that  this  poisonous  article  is  the  clan- 
destine manufacture  of  artful  schemers  and  depraved  people  of 

various  tribes  under  ,the  dominion  of  your  honourable  nation. 
Doubtless,  you,  the  honourable  sovereign  of  that  nation,  have 
not  commanded  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  it.  But  amid 
the  various  nations  there  are  a  few  only  that  make  this  opium ; 
it  is  by  no  means  the  case  that  all  the  nations  are  herein  alike. 
And  we  have  heard  that  in  your  honorable  nation,  too,  the  people 
are  not  permitted  to  inhale  the  drug,  and  that  offenders  in  this 
particular  expose  themselves  to  sure  punishment.  It  is  clearly 
from  a  knowledge  of  its  injurious  effects  on  man,  that  you  have 
directed  severe  prohibitions  against  it.  But  what  is  the  prohi- 

bition of  its  use,  in  comparison  with  the  prohibition  of  its  being 
sold — of  its  being  manufactured, — as  a  means  of  thoroughly 
purifying  the  source  ? 

'^  Though  not  making  use  of  it  one^s  self,  to  venture  nevertheless 
on  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  it,  and  with  it  to  seduce  the 

simple  folk  of  this  land,  is,  to  seek  one^s  own  livelihood  by  the 
exposure  of  others  to  death,  to  seek  one^s  own  advantage  by  other 
men^s  injury.  And  such  acts  are  bitterly  abhorrent  to  the  nature 
of  man — are  utterly  opposed  to  the  ways  of  Heaven.  To  the 
vigorous  sway  exercised  by  the  celestial  court  over  both  the  civil- 

R  2 
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ieed  and  the  barbarous^  vhat  difficulty  presents  itself  to  hinder 
the  immediate  taking  of  life?  But  as  we  contemplate  and  give 
substantial  being  to  the  fullness  and  vastness  of  the  sacred  intel- 

ligence, it  befits  us  to  adopt  first  the  course  of  admonition.  And 
not  having  as  yet  sent  any  communication  to  your  honourable 
sovereignty, — should  severest  measures  of  interdiction  be  all  at 

once  enforced,  it  might  be  said,  in  excuse,  that  no' previous  know- ledge thereof  had  been  possessed. 
"  We  would  now,  then,  concert  with  your  honorable  sovereignty, 

means  to  bring  to  a  perpetual  end  this  opium,  so  hurtful  to  man- 
kind :  we  in  this  land  forbidding  the  use  of  it, — and  you,  in  the 

nations  under  your  dominion,  forbidding  its  manufacture.  As 
regards  what  has  been  already  made,  we  would  have  your  honourable 
nation  issue  mandates  for  the  collection  thereof,  that  the  whole 

may  be  cast  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  We  would  thus  prevent 
the  longer  existence  between  these  Heavens  and  this  Earth,  of  any 
portion  of  the  hurtful  thing.  Not  only  then  will  the  people  of 
this  land  be  relieved  from  its  pernicious  influence :  but  the  people 
of  your  honorable  nation  too  (for  as  they  make,  how  know  we 
that  they  do  not  also  smoke  it  ?)  will,  when  the  manufacture  is  in- 

deed forbidden,  be  likewise  relieved  from  the  danger  of  its  use. 
Will  not  the  result  of  this  be  the  enjoyment  by  each  of  a  felidtous 

condition  of  peace  ?  For  your  honorable  nation's  sense  of  duty 
being  thus  devout,  shows  a  clear  apprehension  of  celestial  prin- 

ciples, and  the  supreme  Heavens  will  ward  oS  from  you  all 
cfdamities.  It  is  also  in  perfect  accordance  with  human  nature, 
and  must  surely  meet  the  approbation  of  sages. 

"  Besides  all  this,  the  opium  being  so  severely  prohibited  in 
this  land,  that  there  will  be  none  found  to  i^noke  it,  should 
your  nation  continue  its  manufacture,  it  will  be  discovered  after 
all  that  no  place  will  afford  opportunity  for  selling  it,  that 
no  profits  will  be  attainable.  Is  it  not  far  better  to  turn  and 
seek  other  occupation  than  vainly  to  labour  in  the  pursuit  of  a 
losing  employment  ? 

"  And  furthermore,  whatever  opium  can  be  discovered  in  this 
land  is  entirely  committed  to  the  flames,  and  consumed.  If  any 
be  again  introduced  in  foreign  vessels,  it  too  must  be  subjected 
to  a  like  process  of  destruction.  It  may  well  be  feared,  lest 
other  commodities  imported  in  such  vessels  should  meet  a  com- 

mon fate — the  gem  and  the  pebble  not  being  distinguished. 
Under  these  circimistances,  gain  being  no  longer  acquirable, 
and  hurt  having  assumed  a  visible  form,  such  as  desire  the 
injury  of  others  will  find  that  they  themselves  are  the  first  to  be 
injured. 

'^The  powerful  instrumentality  whereby  the  celestial  court 
holds  in  subjection  all  nations,  is  truly  divine  and  awe-inspiring 
beyond  the  power  of  computation.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  early 
warning  of  this  has  not  heda  given. 
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''When  your  majesty  receives  this  document^  let  us  have  a 
speedy  communication  in  reply,  advertising  us  of  the  measures 
you  adopt  for  the  entire  cutting  off  the  opium  in  every  seaport. 
Earnestly  reflect  hereon.     Earnestly  observe  these  things. 

"  Taoukwangj  19th  year,  2d  month,   day.    Communication 
sent  to  the  Sovereign  of  the  English  nation.^^ 

It  is  presumed  that  this  beautiAil  and  convincing  letter  never 
reached  the  Queen  of  England. 

The  commissioner  arrived  in  Canton  the  beginning  of  March 
1839,  and  on  the  18th  issued  an  edict  to  foreigners  of  all  nations. 

^'  Lin,  high  imperial  comimissioner  of  the  Celestial  Court,  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Soard  of  War,  and  governor  of  Hookwang,  issues  his 

commands  to  the  foreigners  of  every  nation,  requiring  of  all  full 
acquaintance  with  the  tenor  thereof.  It  is  known  that  the  foreign 
vessels  which  come-  for  a  reciprocal  trade  to  Kwangtung,  have 
derived  from  that  trade  very  large  profits.  This  is  evidenced  by 
the  facts,  that,  whereas  the  vessels  annually  resorting  hither  were 
formerly  reckoned  hardly  by  tens,  their  number  has  of  late  years 
amounted  to  a  hundred  and  several  times  ten ;  that  whatever  com- 

modities they  may  have  brought,  none  have  failed  to  find  a  full 
consumption ;  and  whatever  they  may  have  sought  to  purchase, 
never  have  they  been  unable  readily  to  do  so.  Let  them  but  ask 
themselves  whether  between  heaven  and  earth,  any  place  affording 
so  advantageous  a  commercial  mart  is  elsewhere  to  be  found.  It 
is  because  our  great  emperors,  in  their  universal  benevolence,  have 
granted  you  commercial  privileges,  that  you  have  been  favoured 
with  these  advantages.  Let  our  port  once  be  closed  against  you, 
and  for  what  profits  can  your  several  nations  any  longer  look? 
Yet  more — our  tea  and  our  rhubarb — seeing  that,  should  you 
foreigners  be  deprived  of  tliem,  you  therein  lose  the  means  of  pre- 

serving life — are  without  stint  or  grudge  granted  to  you  for  expor- 
tation, year  by  year,  beyond  the  seas.  Favours  never  have  been 

greater  I  Are  you  grateftil  for  these  favours?  You  must  then 
fear  the  laws,  and  in  seeking  profit  for  yourselves,  must  not  do 
hurt  to  others.  Why  do  you  bring  to  our  land  the  opium,  which  in 
your  own  lands  is  not  made  use  of ,  by  it  defrauding  men  of  their 
property,  and  causing  ir^ury  to  their  lives  ?  I  find  that  with  this 
thing  you  have  seduced  and  deluded  the  people  of  China  for  tens 
of  years  past,  and  countless  are  the  unjust  hoards  that  you  have 
thus  acquired.  Such  conduct  rouses  indignation  in  every  human 
heart,  wd  is  utt^ly  inexcosable  in  the  eye  of  Celestial  reason. 

^^  The  prohibitions  formerly  enacted  by  the  Celestial  Court  against 
opium  were  comparatively  kx,  and  it  was  yet  possible  to  smuggle 
the  ̂ rug  into  the  various  ports.  Of  this  the  great  Emperor  having 
now  heard,  his  wrath  has  been  fearfully  aroused,  nor  will  it  rest 
till  the  evil  be  utterly  extirpated  ?  Whoever  among  the  people  of 
this  inner  land  deal  in  opium,  or  establish  houses  for  the  smok- 

ing of  it,  shall  be  instantly  visited  with  the  extreme  penalty  of  the 
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laws ;  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  render  capital  also  the  crime 
of  smoking  the  drug.  And  you^  having  come  into  the  territory  of 
the  Celestial  Court,  should  pay  obedience  to  its  laws  and  statutes^ 
equally  with  the  natives  of  the  land. 

**  ly  the  high  commissioner,  having  my  home  in  the  maritime 
province  of  Fookien,  and  consequently  having  early  had  intimate 
acquaintance  with  all  the  arts  and  shifts  of  the  outer  foreigners^ 
have  for  this  reason  been  honoured  by  the  great  Emperor  with  the 
full  powers  and  privileges  of  a  high  imperial  commissioneri  who 
having  repeatedly  performed  meritorious  services,  is  sent  to  settle 
the  affairs  of  the  outer  frontier :  should  I  search  closely  into  the 
offences  of  these  foreigners,  in  forcing  for  a  number  of  years  the 
sale  of  opium,  they  would  be  found  already  beyond  the  bounds  of 
indulgence;  but,  reflecting  that  they  are  men  from  distant  lands, 
and  that  they  have  not  before  been  aware,  that  the  prohibition  of 
opium  is  so  severe,  I  cannot  bear,  in  the  present  plain  enforce- 

ment of  the  laws  and  restrictions,  to  cut  them  off  without  instruc- 
tive monition.  I  find  that  on  board  the  warehousing  vessels, 

which  you  now  have  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Lintin  and  other  off- 
ings, there  are  stored  up  several  times  ten  thousand  chests  of 

opium,  which  it  is  your  purpose  and  desire  illicitly  to  dispose  of 
by  sale.  You  do  not  consider,  however,  the  present  severity  of 
the  measures  in  operation,  for  seizure  of  it  at  the  ports.  Where 
will  you  again  find  any  that  will  dare  to  give  it  escort?  And 
similar  measures  for  the  seizure  of  it  are  in  operation  also  in  every 
province.  Where  else  then  will  you  yet  find  opportunity  of  dis- 

posing of  it?  At  the  present  time  the  dealings  in  opium  are 
Drought  utterly  to  a  stand,  and  all  men  are  convinced  that  it  is  a 
nauseous  poison.  Why  will  you  be  at  the  pains  then  of  laying  it 
up  on  board  your  foreign  store-ships,  and  of  keeping  them  long 
anchored  on  the  face  of  the  open  sea,  not  only  expending  to  no 
purpose  your  labour  and  your  wealth,  but  exposed  also  to  unfore- 

seen dangers  from  storms  or  from  fire.  I  proceed  to  issue  my 
commands.  When  these  commands  reach  the  said  foreign  mer- 

chants, let  them  with  all  haste  pay  obedience  thereto.  Let  them 
deliver  up  to  government  every  particle  of  the  opium  on  board 
their  store-ships.  Let  it  be  ascertained  by  the  Hong  merchants, 
who  are  the  parties  so  delivering  it  up,  and  what  number  of  chests 
is  delivered  up  under  each  name,  and  what  is  the  total  quantity  in 
catties  and  taels.  Let  these  particulars  be  brought  together  in  a 
clear  tabular  form,  and  be  presented  to  government,  in  order  that 
the  opium  may  all  be  received  in  plain  conformity  thereto,  that  it 
may  be  burnt  and  destroyed,  and  that  thus  the  evil  may  be  en- 

tirely extirpated.  There  must  not  be  the  smallest  atom  concealed 
or  withheld.  At  the  same  time  let  these  foreigners  give  a  bond, 
written  jointly  in  the  foreign  and  Chinese  languages,  making  a 
declaration  of  this  effect :  '  That  their  vessels,  wluch  shall  hereafter 
resort  hither,  will  never  again  dare  to  bring  opium  with  them : 
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and  that  should  any  be  brought^  as  soon  as  discovery  shall  be 
made  of  it^  the  goods  shall  be  forfeited  to  government^  and  the 
parties  shall  suffer  the  extreme  penalties  of  the  law :  and  that  such 
punishment  will  be  willingly  submitted  to.  I  have  heard  that  you 
foreigners  are  used  to  attach  great  importance  to  the  word  'good 
faithJ  If  then  you  will  really  do  as  I,  the  high  commissioner^ 
have  commanded^ — will  deliver  up  every  particle  of  the  opium  that 
is  already  here,  and  will  stay  altogether  its  future  introduction,  as 
this  will  prove  also  that  you  are  capable  of  feeling  contrition  for 
your  offences,  and  of  entertaining  a  salutary  dread  of  punishment, 
the  past  may  yet  be  left  unnoticed.  I,  the  high  commissioner, 
will,  in  that  case,  in  conjunction  with  the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor,  address  the  throne,  imploring  the  great  Emperor  to 
vouchsafe  extraordinary  favour,  and  not  alone  to  remit  the  punish- 

ment of  your  past  errors,  but  also — as  we  will  further  request — to 
devise  some  mode  of  bestowing  on  you  his  imperial  rewards,  as  an 
encouragement  of  the  spirit  of  contrition  and  wholesome  dread 
thus  manifested  by  you.  After  this,  you  will  continue  to  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  commercial  intercourse ;  and,  as  you  will  not 
lose  the  character  of  being  good  foreigners,  and  will  be  enabled  to 
acquire  profits  and  get  wealth  by  an  honest  trade,  will  you  not 
indeed  stand  in  a  most  honourable  position  ? 

^'  If,  however,  you  obstinately  adhere  to  your  folly  and  refuse  to 
awake-7-if  you  think  to  make  up  a  sale  covering  over  your  illicit 
dealings — or  to  set  up  as  a  pretext,  that  the  opium  is  brought  by 
foreign  seamen,  and  the  foreign  merchants  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it-^or  to  pretend,  craftily,  that  you  will  carry  it  back  to  your 
countries,  or  will  throw  it  into  the  sea — or  to  take  occasion  to  go 
to  other  provinces  in  search  of  a  door  of  consumption — or  to  stifle 
inquiry,  by  delivering  up  only  one  or  two-tenths  of  the  whole 
quantity ;  in  any  of  these  cases  it  will  be  evident  that  you  retain  a 
spirit  of  contumacy  and  disobedience,  that  you  uphold  vice  and 
will  not  reform.  Then,  although  it  is  the  maxim  of  the  Celestial 
Court  to  treat  with  tenderness  and  great  mildness  men  from  afar, 

yet,  as  it  cannot  suffer  them  to  indulge  in  scornful  and  con- 
temptuous trifling  with  it,  it  will  become  requisite  to  compre- 

hend you  also  in  the  severe  course  of  punishment  prescribed  by 
the  new  law. 

"  On  this  occasion,  I,  the  high  commissioner,  having  come  from 
the  capital,  have  personally  received  the  sacred  commands :  that 
wherever  a  law  exists,  it  is  to  be  fully  enforced.  And  as  I  have 
brought  these  full  powers  and  privileges,  enabling  me  to  perform 
whatever  seems  to  me  right ;  powers  with  which  those  ordinarily 
given,  for  inquiring  and  acting  in  regard  to  other  matters,  are  by 
no  means  comparable ;  so  long  as  the  opium  traffic  remains  unex- 
terminated,  so  long  will  I  delay  my  return.  I  swear  that  I  will 
progress  with  this  matter  from  its  beginning  to  its  ending,  and 
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that  not  a  thought  of  stopping  half-way  shall  for  a  moment  be  in- 
dulged. 

'^  Furthermore^  observing  the  present  condition  of  the  popular 
mind,  I  find  so  universal  a  spirit  of  indignation  aroused^  that 
should  you  foreigners  remain  dead  to  a  sense  of  contrition  and 
amendment,  and  continue  to  make  gain  your  sole  object,  there 
will  not  only  be  arrayed  against  you  the  martial  terrors  and  power- 

ful energies  of  our  naval  and  military  forces ;  it  will  be  but  neces- 
sary to  call  on  the  able-bodied  of  the  people,  (the  militia),  and 

these  alone  will  be  more  than  adequate  to  the  placing  all  your 
lives  within  my  power.  Besides,  either  by  the  temporary  stoppage 
of  your  trade,  or  by  the  permanent  closing  of  the  ports  against 
you,  what  difficulty  can  there  be  in  effectuiD^y  cutting  off  your  in- 

tercourse ?  Our  central  empire,  comprising  a  territory  of  many 
thousands  of  miles,  and  possessing  in  rich  abundance  all  the  pro- 

ducts of  the  ground>  has  no  beneUt  to  derive  from  the  purchase  of 
your  foreign  commodities,  and  you  may,  therefore,  well  fear,  that 
from  the  moment  such  measures  are  taken,  the  livelihood  of  your 
several  nations  must  come  to  an  end.  You,  who  have  travelled  so 
far,  to  conduct  your  commercial  business,  how  is  it  that  you  are 
not  yet  alive  to  the  great  difference  between  the  condition  of 
vigorous  exertions,  and  that  of  easy  repose — the  wide  distance 
between  the  power  of  the  few  and  the  power  of  the  many  ?  As  to 
those  crafty  foreigners,  who,  residing  in  the  foreign  factories,  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  dealing  in  opium,  I,  the  high  commissioner, 
have  early  been  provided  with  a  list  of  them  by  name.  At  the 
same  time,  those  good  foreigners,  who  have  not  sold  opium,  must 
also  not  fail  to  be  distinguished.  Such  of  them  as  will  point  out 
their  depraved  fellow-foreigners,  will  compel  them  to  deliver  up 
their  opium,  and  will  step  forth  amongst  the  foremost  to  give  the 
required  bonds — these  shall  be  regarded  as  the  good  foreigners. 
And  I,  the  high  commissioner,  will  at  once,  for  their  encourage- 

ment, reward  them  liberally.  It  rests  with  yourselves  alone  to 
choose  whether  you  will  have  weal  or  woe,  honour  or  disgrace. 

^^  I  am  now  about  to  command  the  Hong  merchants  to  proceed  to 
your  factories,  to  instruat  and  admonish  you.  A  term  of  three 
days  is  prescribed  for  an  address  to  be  sent  in  reply  to  me.  Aod 
at  the  same  time  let  your  duly  attested  and  faithful  bonds  be  given, 
waiting  for  me,  in  conjunction  with  the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor,  to  appoint  a  time  for  the  opium  to  be  delivered  up.  Do 
not  indulge  in  idle  ei^pectations,  or  seek  to  postpone  matters,  de- 

ferring to  repent,  untU  its  lateness  render  it  ineffectual.  A  spe- 
cial edict.  Taoukwang,  19th  year,  9nd  month,  4th  day,  (March 

18th,  1839). 
(True  translation).  J.  Robket  Moerjson, 

^'  Chinese  Secretary,  and  Interpreter  to 
the  Superintendent  of  British  Trade 

in  China/^ 
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Along  with  the  above^  the  Hong  merchants  received^  while  on 
their  knees  before  the  commissioner^  an  address  to  themselves — 
several  of  whom,  as  well  as  a  number  of  the  linguists  and  a  com- 
pradors  of  the  foreigners,  he  had  previously  examined. 

On  19th  March,  the  High  Commissioner  ordered  that  no  leave 
or  passes  be  given  to  foreigners  to  proceed  from  Canton  to  Macao. 
The  next  step  of  his  Excellency  was  to  stop  all  commercial  inter- 

course, to  prevent  communication  with  the  shipping  at  Whampoa ; 
troops  were  collected  around  Canton,  and  armed  cruisers  were 
stationed  in  front  of  the  foreign  factories.  When  the  three  days 
elapsed,  on  which  the  opium  was  ordered  to  be  surrendered,  he 
threatened  to  take  off  the  heads  of  two  of  the  Hong  mer- 

chants ;  viz. :  Howqua  and  Mowqua,  who  were  deprived  of  their 
official  buttons,  and  brought  before  the  high  commissioner  at  the 
Cohong,  or  public  exchange  room  of  the  Hong  merchants,  with 
chains  round  their  necks.  The  British  and  other  foreign  resi- 

dents held  a  meeting,  at  their  chamber  of  commerce,  at  Canton, 
and  sent  a  deputation  to  the  Hong  merchants,  with  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  of  the  chamber,  declaring  that  there  was  '^  an  almost 
unanimous  feeling  in  the  community,  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
the  foreign  residents  at  Canton,  having  no  communication  with 

the  opium  trafl&c.'^ 
(Signed)  W.  S.  Wbtmore,  Chairman. 

To  this  the  Hong  merchants  replied,  that  unless  some  opium 
was  given  up,  two  of  their  number  would  be  beheaded  in  the  morn- 

ing. Several  of  the  foreign  traders  there,  stated  they  would  give 
up  1,037  chests.  This  was  rejected  by  the  commissioner  bjs  in- 

sufficient. On  24th  March,  Captain  Elliot,  then  Her  Majesty's 
superintendent  of  trade^  arrived  from  Macao  at  Canton,  with  a 

view  of  protecting  Her  Majesty's  subjects.  On  his  arrival  a  cor- 
don of  guards  and  boats  was  closely  drawn  around  the  factories, 

in  which  there  wei'e  more  than  two  hundred  foreigners.  Bafts 
were  bid  across  the  river,  to  prevent  boats  arriving  from  Macao 
or  Whampoa,  all  letters  were  prevented  being  sent  from  the  fac- 

tories ;  the  Chinese  servants  were  forced  to  leave  them,  and  the 
foreign  residents  were  compelled  to  attend  on  themselves,  and  per- 

form all  household  duties. 
On  26th  March,  Commissioner  Lin  issued  the  following  edict : 

Proclamation  from  hia  excellency ̂   the  high  commissioner  Lin,  de- 
siring foreigners  speedily  to  deliver  up  their  Opium,  under  four 

heads,  or  four  reasons  ;— 

"  Firstly.  Ye  ought  to  make  haste  and  deliver  it  up,  by  virtue  of 
that  reason  which  Heaven  hath  implanted  in  all  of  us.  I  find  that 
during  the  last  several  tens  of  years,  the  money  out  of  which  you 
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have  duped  our  people  by  means  of  your  destructive  drug, 
amounts  I  know  not  to  how  many  tens  of  thousands  of  myriads. 
Thus,  while  you  have  been  scheming  after  private  advantage,  with 
minds  solely  bent  on  profit,  our  people  have  been  wasting  their 
substance,  and  losing  their  lives ;  and  if  the  reason  of  Heaven  be 
just,  think  you  that  there  will  be  no  retribution  ?  If,  however, 
ye  will  now  repent  and  deliver  up  your  opium,  by  a  well-timed 
repentance,  ye  may  yet  avert  judgment  and  calamities :  if  not, 
then  your  wickedness  being  greater,  the  consequences  of  that 
wickedness  will  fall  more  fearfully  upon  you  I  Ye  are  distant  from 
your  homes  many  tens  of  thousand  miles ;  your  ships,  in  coming  and 
going  cross  a  vast  and  trackless  ocean ;  in  it  ye  are  exposed  to  the 
visitations  of  thunder  and  lightning,  and  raging  storms,  to  the 
dangers  of  being  swallowed  up  by  monsters  of  the  deep;  and 
under  such  perils,  fear  ye  not  the  retributive  vengeance  of  Heaven  ? 
Now  our  great  l^mperor,  being  actuated  by  the  exalted  virtue  of 
Heaven  itself,  wishes  to  cut  off  this  deluge  of  opium,  which  is  the 
plainest  proof  that  such  is  the  intention  of  high  Heaven !  It  is 
then  a  traffic  on  which  Heaven  looks  with  disgust ;  and  who  is  he 
that  may  oppose  its  will  ?  Thus,  in  the  instance  of  the  English 
chief  Roberts  who  violated  our  laws ;  he  endeavoured  to  get  pos- 

session of  Macao  by  force,  and  at  Macao  he  died !  Again,  in  the 
14th  year  of  Taoukwang  (1834),  Lord  Napier  bolted  through  the 
Bocca  Tigris,  but  being  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  fear  he 
almost  immediately  died;  and  Morrison,  who  had  been  darkly 
deceiving  him,  died  that  very  year  also  I  Besides  these,  every  one 
of  those  who  have  not  observed  our  laws,  have  either  on  their  re- 

turn to  their  own  country  been  overtaken  by  the  judgments  of  Hea- 
ven, or  silently  cut  off  ere  they  could  return  thither  !  Thus  then  it 

is  manifest  that  the  heavenly  dynasty  may  not  be  opposed  I  And 
still,  oh,  ye  foreigners,  do  you  refuse  to  fear  and  tremble 
thereat  ? 

'^  Secondly.  You  ought  to  make  immediate  delivery  of  this 
opium,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  law  of  your  own  countries, 
which  prohibits  the  smoking  of  opium,  and  he  who  uses  it  is 
adjudged  to  death !  Thus  plainly  showing  that  ye  yourselves 
know  it  to  be  an  article  destructive  to  human  life.  If  then,  yoxir 
laws  forbid  it  to  be  consumed  by  yourselves,  and  yet  permit  it  to 
be  sold  that  it  may  be  consumed  by  others,  this  is  not  in  con- 

formity with  the  principle  of  doing  unto  others  what  you  would 
that  they  should  do  unto  you :  if  on  the  other  hand,  your  laws 
prohibit  its  being  sold,  and  ye  yet  continue  to  sell  it  by  stealth, 
then  are  ye  sporting  with  the  laws  of  your  own  countries  !  And, 
moreover,  the  laws  of  our  Chinese  empire  look  upon  the  seller  as- 
guilty  of  a  crime  of  a  deeper  dye,  than  the  mere  smoker  of 
opium.  Now  you  foreigniers,  although  ye  were  born  in  an  outer 
country,  yet  for  your  property  and  maintenance  do  you  depend 
entirely  upon  our  Chinese  Empire ;  and  in  our  central  land  ye 
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pass  the  greater  part  of  your  lives;  and  the  lesser  portion  of  your 
lives  is  passed  at  home ;  the  food  that  ye  eat  every  day,  not  less 
than  the  vast  fortunes  ye  amass,  proceed  from  nought  but  the 
goodness  of  our  Emperor ;  which  is  showered  upon  you  in  far  greater 
profusion  than  upon  oiir  own  people.     And  how  is  it  then,  that 
ye  alone  know  not  to  tremble  and  obey  before  the  sacred  majesty 
of  your  laws  I     In  former  times,  although  opium  was  prohibited, 
yet  the  penalty  attached  thereto,  did  not  amount  to  a  very  severe 
punishment,  this  arose  from  the  extreme  mildness  of  our  govern- 

ment ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  your  clandestine  dealings  in  the 
drug  were  not  scrutinized  with  any  extraordinary  rigor.     Now, 
however,  our  great  emperor  looks  upon  the  opium  trade  with  the 
most  intense  loathing,  and  burns  to  have  it  cut  off  for  ever ;  so 
that  henceforward,  not  only  is  he  who  sells  it  adjudged  to  death, 
but  he  who  does  not  more  than  smoke  it  must  also  undergo  the 
same  penalty  of  the  laws  !     Now  try  and  reflect  for  one  moment. 
If  ye  did  not  bring  this  opium  to  China  how  should  the  people  of 
our  inner  land  be  able  either  to  sell  or  smoke  it  ?     The  lives  of 
our  people  which  are  forfeited  to  the  laws,  are  taken  from  them  by 
your  unrighteous  procedure ;  then  what  reason  is  there  that  the 
lives  of.  our  own  people  should  be  thus  sacrificed,  and  that  ye 
alone  should  escape  the  awful  penalty  ?     Now  I,  the  high  com- 

missioner, looking  up  to  the  great  Emperor,  and  feeling  in  my  own 
person  his  sacred  desire  to  love  and  cherish  the  men  from  afar, 
do  mercifully  spare  you  your  lives.     I  wish  nothing  more  than 
that  ye  deliver  up  all  the  opium  you  have  got,  and  forthwith  write 
out  a  duly  prepared  bond,  to  the  effect,  that  you  will  henceforth 
never  more  bring  opium  to  China,  and  should  you  bring  it,  agreeing 
that  the  cargo  be  confiscated,  and  the  people  who  bring  it  put  to 
death.     This  is  pardoning  what  is  past,   and  taking  preventive 
measures  against  the  future  :  why  any  longer  cherish  a  foolish  in- 

discriminate generosity  I     Moreover,  without  discussing  about  the 
opium  which  ye  have  sold  in  bygone  years,  and   adding  up  its 
immense  amounts ;  let  us  only  speak  about  that  quantity  which 
during  the  last  years  ye  have  clandestinely  sold,  which  I  presume 
was  no  small  matter,  hardly  equal  to  the  quantity  which  ye  have 
now  stored  up  in  your  receiving  ships,  and  which  I  desire  may  be 
entirely  surrendered  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  all.    Where  is 
there  the  slightest  chance  or  prospect  that  after  this  you  will  be 
permitted  to  dupe  our  deluded  people  out  of  their  money,  or  in- 

veigle them  to  do  an  act  in  which  destruction  overtakes  them  ? 
I  have  with  deep  respect  examined  the  statutes  of  this  the  Ta 

Tsing  dynasty,  and  upon  these  statutes  I  find  it  recorded,  ̂   If  a 
Chinese  or  a  foreigner  break  the  laws  they  shall  be  judged  and 
condemned  by  the  same  statutes  -^  and  words  to  that  effect.     Now 
upon  former  occasions  we  have  condemned  foreigners  to  death,  as 
in  the  case  of  having  killed  our  people,  they  require  to  give  life 
for  life,  of  which  we  have  instances  recorded.     Now  think  for  a 
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Kttk :  depriving  an  individuRl  of  his  life  is  a  crime  committed  in 
a  BMunent^  and  still  the  perpetrator  of  it  must  forfeit  his  own  life 
in  return.  Bat  he  who  sells  opium  has  laid  a  plot  to  swindle  a 
man  out  of  his  money,  as  well  as  to  deprive  him  of  his  life ;  and 
how  can  one  say  that  it  is  only  a  single  individual^  or  a  single 
family  that  the  opium  seUer  thus  dupes  and  entangles  in  destruc- 

tion I  And  for  a  crime  of  this  magnitude,  ought  one  to  die  or  not 
to  die^  And  still  will  ye  refu^  to  deliver  up  your  opium? 
Which  is  the  way  to  preserve  your  lives  ?  Oh^  ye  foreigners,  do  ye 
deeply  ponder  upon  this  I 

'« Thirdly.  You  ought  to  make  immediate  delivery  of  this 
opium,  by  reason  of  your  feelings  as  men.  Ye  come  to  this  mar- 

ket of  Canton  to  trade,  and  ye  profit  thereby  full  threefold.  Eveiy 
article  of  commerce  that  ye  bring  with  you,  no  matter  whether  it 
be  coarse  or  fine,  in  whole  pieces  or  in  small,  there  is  not  one  iota 
of  it  that  is  not  sold  off  and  consumed ;  and  of  the  produce  of  our 
country,  whether  it  be  for  feeding  you,  for  clothing  you,  for  any 
kind  of  use,  or  for  mere  sale,  there  is  not  a  description  that  we  do 
not  permit  you  to  take  away  with  you :  so  that  not  only  do  yoa 
reap  the  profit  of  the  inner  land  by  the  goods  which  you  bring, 
but  moreover  by  means  of  the  produce  of  our  central  land,  do  you 
gather  gold  from  every  country  to  which  you  transport  it.  Sup- 

posing that  you  cut  off  and  cast  away  your  traffic  in  the  single 
article  of  opium,  then  the  other  business  which  you  do  will  be 

much  increased,  you  will  thereon  reap  your  threefold  profit  com- 
fortably ;  and  you  may,  as  previously,  go  on  acquiring  wealth  m 

abundance :  thus  neither  violating  the  laws,  nor  laying  up  store 
for  after  misery.  What  happiness,  what  delight  will  be  yours. 
But  if  on  the  other  hand,  ye  will  persist  in  carrying  on  the  opium 
traffic,  then  such  a  course  of  conduct  must  infEdlibly  lead  to  the 
cutting  off  of  your  general  trade.  I  would  like  to  ask  of  you, » 
under  the  whole  heaven  ye  have  such  an  excellent  market  as  this 
is?  Then  without  discussion  about  tea  and  rhubarb,  things 

which  you  could  not  exist  without ;  and  every  kind  and  descnp- 
tion  of  silk,  a  thing  which  you  could  not  carry  on  your  mantt- 
fiacture  without,  there  are  under  the  head  of  eatable  articles, 
white  sugar-candy,  cassia,  cassia  buds,  &c.,  &c. ;  and  under  the 
head  of  articles  for  use,  ver million,  gamboge,  alum,  camphor,  &c*  j 
how  can  your  countries  do  without  these  ?  And  yet  our  central 
land  is  heaped  up  and  overflowing  with  every  kind  of  commodity; 
and  has  not  the  slightest  occasion  for  any  of  your  importations 
from  abroad.  If  on  account  of  opium,  the  port  be  closed  sg^"^ 
you,  and  it  is  no  longer  in  your  power  to  trade  more,  ynll  it  not  W 
yourselves,  who  have  brought  it  upon  yourselves  ?  Nay,  further, 
as  regards  the  article  of  opium,  there  is  now  no  man  who  dares  to 
buy  it,  and  yet  ye  store  it  up  in  your  receiving  ships,  where  yon  hsre 
so  much  to  pay  per  month  for  rent ;  day  and  night  ye  must  have 
labouring  men  to  watch  and  guard.    And  why  all  this  useless  fl^^ 
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enormous  expense?  A  single  typhoon,  or  one  Uaze  of  fire,  and 
they  are  forthwith  overwhelmed  by  the  billows,  or  they  sink  amid 
the  consuming  element !  These  are  all  things  very  likely  to  hap- 

pen !  What  better  plan  then,  than  at  once  to  deliver  up  your 
opium,  and  to  reap  enjoyments  and  rewards  by  so  doing  ? 

"  Fourthly.  You  ought  to  make  a  speedy  delivery  of  your 
opium  by  reason  of  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Ye  foreigners  from 
afar,  in  coming  hither  to  trade,  have  passed  over  an  xmbounded 
ocean ;  your  prospect  for  doing  business  depends  entirely  on  your 
living  on  terms  of  harmony  with  your  fellow-men,  and  keeping 
your  own  station  in  peace  and  quietness*  Thus  may  you  reap 
solid  advantage,  and  avoid  misfortune  I  But  if  you  wUl  persist  in 
selling  your  opium,  and  will  go  on  involving  the  lives  of  our 
foolish  people  in  your  toils,  there  is  not  a  good  or  upright  man 
whose  head  and  heart  will  not  bum  with  indignation  at  your 
conduct;  they  must  look  upon  the  lives  of  those  who  have  suf- 

fered for  smoking,  and  selling  the  drug  as  sacrificed  by  you ;  the 
simple  countiy  folks  and  the  common  people  must  feel  anything 
but  well  pleased,  and  the  wrath  of  a  whole  country  is  not  a  thing 
easily  restrained :  these  are  circumstances  about  which  ye  cannot 
but  feel  anxious !  The  men  who  go  abroad  are  said  to  adhere 
bigotedly  to  a  sense  of  honour.  Now  our  officers  are  every  one  of 
them  appealing  to  your  sense  of  honour,  and  on  the  contrary  we 
find  (to  our  amazement)  that  ye  have  not  the  slightest  particle  of 
honour  about  you  I  Are  ye  quite  tranquil  and  composed  at  this  ? 
And  will  ye  yet  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  the  case  or  not  ? 
Moreover,  viewing  it  as  an  article  which  ought  never  to  be  sold  at 
all,  and  more  especially  considering  that  it  is  not  permitted  to  be 
sold  at  this  present  moment,  what  difficulty  should  you  make 
about  the  matter?  why  feel  the  smallest  regret  to  part  with  it? 
Still  further,  as  ye  do  not  consume  it  in  your  own  country,  why 
bootlessly  take  it  back?  If  you  do  not  now  deliver  it  up  to  the 
government,  pray  what  will  be  the  use  of  keeping  it  on  hand  I 
After  having  once  made  the  delivery  of  it,  your  trade  will  go 
on  fiourishing  more  abundantly  than  ever!  Tokens  of  our 
regard  will  be  heaped  on  you  to  overflowing.  I,  the  high  com- 

missioner, as  well  as  the  governor,  and  lieutenant-governor,  can- 
not bear  the  idea  of  being  unnecessarily  harsh  and  severe,  therefore, 

it  is  that,  though  I  thus  weary  my  mouth,  as  it  were,  entreating  and 
exhorting  you,  yet  do  I  not  shrink  from  the  task  I  Happiness, 
and  misery,  glory  and  disgrace,  are  in  your  own  hand  I  Say  not 
that  I  did  not  give  you  early  warning  thereof!  A  special  procla- 

mation, to  be  stuck  up  before  the  foreign  factories.^^ 
"  Taoukwan,  19th  year,  2nd  month,  12th  day.  [March  26th^ 

1839.] '^ Commissioner  Lin  might  as  well  have  preached  to  the  winds, 
as  to  the  opium  smugglers  voluntarily  to  give  up  the  drug. 

At  six  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  the  day  following  this  edict 
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(27th  March^  1839)^  Captain  Elliot  issued  a  public  notice^  calling 
on  all  British  subjects  to  surrender  the  whole  of  the  opium  in  their 
possession  into  his  hands^  to  be  dehvered  over  to  the  Chinese  go- 

vernment^ holding  himself  responsible  on  the  behalf  of  Her  Ma- 

jesty's government.  This  demand  was  promptly  answered  by  the 
surrender  of  20,283^  chests  of  opium^  or  rather  the  orders  to  re- 

ceive the  same  from  the  different  receiving  vessels  outside  or  near 
to  the  coast.  Indeed^  the  efforts  of  Commissioner  Lin  had  been 
so  stringent^  and  his  orders  so  efficiently  obeyed,  that  the  traffic  in 
the  drug  had  almost  ceased ;  along  the  east  coast  it  was  found  im- 

possible to  sell  a  chest,  or  even  to  procure  any  of  the  usual  sup- 
plies of  provisions  from  the  natives.  The  compradors  or  linguists 

of  the  different  vessels,  whenever  they  attempted  to  land,  were  seized 
and  sent  in  chains  to  Canton.  It  was,  therefore,  a  wise  policy  of 
the  opium  owners  to  surrender  it  at  once  to  Commissioner  Lin. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  here  the  right  of  the  Chinese  Impe- 
rial High  Commissioner  to  shut  up  the  Europeans  in  their  factories, 

in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  the  opium  which  they  had  under  their 
control,  although  it  was  in  their  vessels  off  Lintin  in  the  Canton 
river,  but  assuredly  as  much  within  the  legal  jurisdiction  of  the 
Empire  of  China,  as  the  Nore  is  within  the  limits  of  the  British 
Empire.  The  commissioner  waited  until  the  opium  was  delivered 
up  to  him,  and  so  accurate  was  his  information,  that  he  not  only 
knew  the  number  and  names  of  the  vessels  containing  the  opium, 
but  also  the  quantity  on  board  each  vessel. 

Although  the  commissioner  had  received  the  written  promise 
that  20,283  chests  of  opium  should  be  delivered  up,  he  was  un- 

willing to  relax  entirely  his  hold  over  its  owners,  until  he  had  the 
opium  in  his  possession,  lest  the  vessels  should  sail  away  with  the 
drug  from  Lintin ;  on  the  2nd  of  April,  he  therefore  notified  to 
Captain  Elliot  that  the  servants  should  be  restored  after  one  fourth 
of  the  whole  be  delivered,  the  passage-boats  be  permitted  to  run 
after  one-half  be  delivered,  the  trade  opened  after  three  fourths  be 
delivered,  and  everything  to  proceed  as  usual  after  the  whole  be 
delivered.  Breach  of  faith  to  be  visited,  after  three  days  of  loose 
performance  of  engagements,  with  the  cutting  off  of  suppUes  of 
fresh  water ;  after  three  days  more,  with  the  stoppage  of  food;  and 
after  three  days  more,  with  the  last  degree  of  severity  on  Captain 
Elliot  himself. 

But  for  these  measures  Commissioner  Lin  would  never  have  re- 
ceived the  opium.  On  the  3rd  of  April,  Mr.  Johnston,  the  deputy 

superintendent  of  trade,  accompanied  by  an  escort  of  Chinese 
officers.  Hong  merchants,  &c.,  proceeded  down  the  river,  without 
the  Bogue  forts,  to  receive  the  opium  for  H.  E.  Commissioner 
Lin. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  the  commissioner  required  the  owners  of 

the  opium  to  enter  into  a  bond,  that  ̂ '  they  would  not  again  intro- 
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duce  any  opium  into  the  inner  land ;  that  if  such  be  done  the  vessel 
and  cargo  containing  the  opium  should  be  confiscated  to  the  use 
of  government ;  and  that  the  parties  o£fending  would  readily  sub- 

mit to  suffer  death  at  the  hands  of  the  Celestial  Court/^  The 
merchants  declared  that  they  "  hereby  bound  themselves  for  ever  to 
cease  from  opiums  ̂   and  that  they  "  united  together  in  this  plain 
declaration^  that  this  their  yi<//  and  earnest  bond  is  trtie.'^ 

It  is  not  very  creditable  to  several  who  signed  this  bond^  to  state 
that  it  was  very  quickly  violated.  Mr.  Lancelot  Dent,  I  under- 

stand, honourably  adhered  to  his  bond,  so  also  the  respected  Ameri- 
can firm  of  S.  Wetmore  and  Co. 

On  10th  of  April,  Commissioner  Lin,  and  the  governor  of  Can- 
ton, proceeded  to  the  Bogue  to  witness  the  delivery  of  the  opium 

in  person.  On  the  12th  there  were  rumours  that  the  parties  out- 
side the  Bogue  had  resumed  the  opiurn^  traffic,  whereupon  Captain 

Elliot  addressed  an  earnest  remonstrance  to  Her  Majesty^s  sub- 
jects to  abstain  from  the  traffic,  for  the  lives  of  those  detained  at 

Canton  might  be  sacrificed.  Owing  to  the  tardiness  of  the  receiv- 
ing ships  in  coining  to  the  Bogue,  the  whole  of  the  opium  was  not 

delivered  up  until  the  4th  of  May,  and  on  the  following  day  the 
trade  was  re-opened  and  affairs  resumed  their  usual  course. 

The  war  which  followed  these  proceedings  is  detailed  ia  the  pre- 
ceding pages. 

The  account  of  this  memorable  transaction,  would  be  incomplete 
without  describing  the  final  destruction  of  the  20,238  chests  of  this 
pernicious  drug  (valued  at  6,000,000  dollars),  which  the  Chinese 
government  were  unwilling  to  cast  into  the  river,  lest  the  fish  should 
be  thereby  poisoned.  My  estimable  friend,  the  late  Mr.  King,  an 
American  merchant  at  Canton,  was  permitted  with  others  to  be 
present  at  the  destruction  of  the  opium.  Mr.  King  and  his  amiable 
wife  were  treated  with  great  and  marked  kindness  by  Commis- 

sioner Lin,  by  reason  of  his  having  always  abstained  firom  the 
opium  trade. 

It  was  the  express  command  of  the  Emperor  that  the  opium 
should  be  destroyed  near  Canton,  where  the  natives  and  foreigners 

might  "  both  alike  hear  of  it  and  see  it.'^  The  place  of  destruc- 
tion was  at  Chunhow  (Chinkow),  near  the  Bogue  forts,  about  five 

miles  from  Chuenpe. 
A  large  area  was  surrounded  by  a  strong  palisade  with  gates 

on  each  side,  where  sentinels  were  stationed,  and  no  person  was 
allowed  to  enter  without  a  ticket.  On  going  out  of  the  place, 
every  one  was  examined.  The  number  of  workmen  was  said  to  be 
about  five  hundred.  The  number  of  officers,  civil  and  military, 
could  not  have  been  less  than  sixty  or  eighty.  All  these  officers 
were  employed  as  inspectors  and  overseers.  A  part  of  them  were 
on  elevated  seats,  under  mat  sheds,  to  watch  all  the  movements, 
in  every  part  of  the  enclosure ;  and  their  position  was  such  that 
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could  escape  their  notice.  By  alternation,  some  of  these 
were  kept  always  at  their  posts^  day  and  night.  Another  part  of 
the  ofScers  superintended  the  delirery  of  the  opium  from  the  chests^ 
which  had  been  stored  up  in  small  enclosures  within  the  large  one. 
Special  care  was  taken  to  see  if  each  chest  and  parcel  now  corre- 

sponded to  what  it  was  marked  down,  when  taken  from  the  store- 
ships. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  enclosure^  just  within  the  palisades^ 
were  three  large  vats  or  trenches,  running  from  east  to  west^  say 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long^  seventy-five  feet  broad,  and  seven 
deep,  flawed  with  stone,  and  lined  along  the  sides  with  heavy 
timbers.  Each  of  these  three  had  its  own  fence,  with  entrances 
only  on  one  side. 

The  process  to  which  the  drug  was  subjected,  was  briefly  this. 
In  the  first  place  a  trench  was  filled  two  feet  deep,  more  or  less, 
with  fresh  water,  from  the  brow  of  the  hilL  The  first  trench  was 
in  this  state,  having  just  been  filled  with  fresh  water.  Over  the 
second,  in  which  the  people  were  at  work,  forms,  with  planks  on 
them,  were  arranged  a  few  feet  apart.  The  opium  in  baskets  was 
deUvered  into  the  hands  of  coolies,  who  going  on  the  planks  carried 
it  to  every  part  of  the  trench*  The  balls  were  then  taken  out  one 
by  one,  and  thrown  down  on  the  planks,  stamped  on  with  the  heel 
till  broken  in  pieces,  and  then  kicked  into  the  water.  At  the  same 
time,  other  coolies  were  employed  in  the  trenches,  with  hoes  and 
broad  spatulas,  busily  engaged  in  beating  and  turning  up  the 
opium  from  the  bottom  of  the  vat.  Other  coolies  were  employed 
in  bringing  salt  and  lime,  and  spreading  them  profusely  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  trench.  The  third  waa  about  half-filled,  stand- 

ing like  a  distiUer^s  vat,  not  in  a  state  of  active  fermentation,  but 
of  slow  decomposition,8nd  was  nearly  ready  to  be  drawn  off.  This 
was  to  be  done  through  a  narrow  sluice,  opened  between  the  trench 
and  the  creek.  This  sluice  was  two  feet  wide,  and  somewhat  deeper 
than  the  floor  of  the  trench.  It  was  furnished  with  a  screen,  made 
fine  like  a  sieve,  so  as  to  prevent  any  large  masses  of  the  drug  from 
finding  their  way  into  the  creek.  The  destruction  of  the  opium,  ̂ 
which  commenced  on  the  3rd,  was  completed  by  the  23rd.  Not 

less  than  1000  chests  per  day  w^e  worked  ofl^. 
By  half-past  11  o^clock,Mr.  King  had  examined,  and  re-examined, 

every  part  of  the  process  of  destruction.  The  degree  of  care  and 
fidelity,  with  which  the  whole  work  was  conducted,  was  remark- 

able ;  no  business  could  be  more  faithfully  executed.  The  watch 
was  apparently  much  stricter,  on  every  side,  than  it  was  during  the 
detention  of  foreigners  in  Canton.  One  poor  man,  at  Chunhow, 
for  only  attempting  to  carry  off  some  small  pieces  of  opium  about 
his  person,  was,  on  detention,  almost  instantly  visited  with  the  ex- 

treme penalty  of  the  law.  If  any  was  pilfered,  it  must  have  been 
in  very  small  quantities,  and  at  the  most  imminent  hazard  of  life. 
H,  E.  Commissioner  Lin,  superintended  this  extraordinary  scene. 



APPEARANCE    AND    MANNERS    OF    COMMISSIONER    UN,         S57 

Mr.  King,  after  witnessing  the  destruction  of  the  opium,  was 
honoured  by  Commissioner  Lin  with  an  interview.     H.  E.  made 
very  particular  inquiries  respecting  the  intentions  of  the  English 
in  withdrawing  from  the  port,  and  also  as  to  the  best  mode  of  con- 

veying communications  to  the  Queen  of  England  and  other  Euro- 
pean sovereigns,  in  order  to  secure  their  co-operation  for  the  sup- 

pression of  the  traflBic  in  opium.     Inquiries  were  made  for  maps, 
geographies,  and  other  foreign  books ;  and  pai^icularly  for  a  com- 

plete copy  of  Morrison's  Dictionary.      Mr.  King  says,  that  from 
the   whole   drift   of   the  conversation  and  inquiries   during  the 
interview,  it  seemed  very   evident  that  the    sole  object  of  the 
commissioner  was  to  do  away  the  traffic  in  opium,  and  to  protect 
and  preserve  that  which  is  legitimate  and  honorable.     Both  in  the 
manner  and  matter  of  his  conversation,  he  appeared  well ;  betray- 

ing, indeed,  now  and  then,  more  or  less  of  Chinese  partiality  for  his 
own  country  and  sovereign.     Throughout,  he  was  bland  and  viva- 

cious, and  exhibited  nothing  that  was  "  barbarous  or  savage.^'  He 
appeared  to  be  not  more  than  forty- five  years  of  age ;  short,  rather 
stout ;  with  a  smooth,  full  round  face,  a  slender  black  beard,  and 
a  keen  dark  eye.    His  voice  was  clear,  and  his  tones  distinct.    His 
countenance  indicated  a  mind  habituated  to  care  and  thoughtful- 
ness.     Once  only  he  smiled.     The  accounts  given  him  of  British 
naval  power — especially  of  steam  vessels — seemed  rather  unpalat- 

able, and  once  or  twice  raised  a  frown  on  his  brow.     This  remark- 
able man,  to  whom  justice  has  not  been  done  by  the  British  nation, 

is  now  governor-general  of  the  province  of  Kweichoo,  and  has 
recently  published  an   extraordinary  work  on  diflFerent  subjects, 
scientific  and  political. 

After  taking  leave  of  the  commissioner,  a  large  collection  of  pre- 
sents was  sent  to  Mr.  King  and  others. 

The  commissioner  had  in  his  service  four  natives,  all  of  whom 
have  made  some  progress  in  the  English  tongue.  The  first  a  young 
man,  educated  at  Penang  and  Malacca,  and  for  several  years  em- 

ployed by  the  Chinese  government  at  Peking.  The  second  an 
old  man,  educated  at  Serampore.  The  third  a  young  man,  who 
was  once  at  the  school  at  Cornwall,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A.  The  fourth  a 
young  lad,  educated  in  China,  and  able  to  read  and  translate 
papers  on  common  subjects,  with  much  ease  and  correctness. 

A  few  further  explanatory  remarks,  on  this  extraordinary  traffic, 
which  is  now  being  carried  on  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  has  ever 
been,  will  be  desirable. 

The  purchasers  of  the  drug  in  India,  are  principally  native  mer- 
chants— Parsees  and  Hindoos.  Agents  for  large  houses,  such  as 

Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co.,  give  these  merchants  an  advance  of 
from  two- thirds  to  three-fourths  of  the  invoice  amount,  at  the  ratd 
of  210  rupees  per  100  Spanish  dollars ;  the  dollars  payable  in  Chiia 
from  the  proceeds.  The  opium  is  shipped  in  a  clipper,  belonging 
to  the  agents  in  China ;  pays  a  very  high  rate  of  freight,  and  is, 
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probably^  insured  in  an  office  where  they  are  the  principal  partners. 

The  agents'  profit^  apart  from  fireight  and  insur- 
ance, supposing  the  drug  to  be  sold,  at  700  dol- 

lars per  chest,  is  commission,  3%           21  dollars. 
Premium    on    Spanish    dollars    exchanged    for 

Mexican  5%           35      „ 
Profit  on  the  purchase  of  bills  on  India,  at  the 

rate  of  225  rupees  per  100  dollars  per  chest.     .         50      „ 
Remitting  commission  1%    7      „ 

Per  chest   113  dollars. 

The  agent's  connection  with  the  drug,  does  not  cease  when  it  is 
nominally  passed  through  his  sales'  book,  and  account  sales  ren- 

dered the  shipper.  It  is  commonly  taken  over  at  a  certain  price, 
and  shipped  to  the  coast  of  China,  where,  in  a  few  weeks,  it  is 

actually  sold  on  his  (the  agents')  account,  at  an  advance  of  100 
dollars  per  chest,  or  more,  payment  being  made  in  sycee,  which 
is  sold  at  a  premium  of  2  or  3%.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  fore- 

going :— 
1st.  The  bond  fide  purchasers  and  shippers,  very  rarely  make  a 

profit,  if  shipped  under  advance. 
2nd.  The  rich  agent,  with  a  capital  to  make  advances,  cannot 

fail  to  clear  a  large  sum  in  the  transaction. 
3rd.  Strong  temptations  are  afforded  the  agent,  who,  being 

himself  the  buyer,  cannot  be  anxious  to  see  the  market  high  any- 
where, except  on  the  coast  of  China. 

4th.  The  fact  of  one  house  ( Jardine,  Matheson  &  Co.,)  sharing 
among  the  partners  a  profit  of  three  millions  sterling  in  twenty 
years,  when  we  consider  the  nature  of  the  trade  they  were  engaged 
in,  is  no  longer  a  mystery.  Much  the  larger  portion  of  the  sum 
was  amassed  within  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  profits  of  that  house 
now,  far  exceed  those  of  any  former  period. 

The  profits  of  this  iniquitous  traffic  are  divided  among  a  few  in- 
dividuals in  China  and  India,  and  the  mercantile  interests  of  Eng- 

land suffer  materially,  in  purse  as  well  as  in  character,  by  the 

smuggling.  When  I  enquired  of  the  Toutai,  (chief  Chinese  offi- 
cer at  Shanghai),  how  trade  could  best  be  promoted,  he  imme- 

diately, and  with  great  sternness,  instantly  answered  :  *^  ̂^^^ 
sending  us  millions^  worth  of  opium,  and  then  our  people  will  have 
more  money  to  purchase  your  manufactures.'^ 

This  reply  solves  the  case,  why  our  exports  have  not  increased  to 
China ;  a  few  opium  smugglers  are  draining  and  impoverishing 
the  people  of  China,  and  then  our  manufacturers  at  Manchester, 
.Glasgow,  Leeds,  Halifax,  and  Sheffield,  wonder  why  they  cannot 
find  purchasers  for  their  wares  in  China  ! 

There  are  a  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  opium  trade. 
Jardine  &  Company   have  the  following  opium  vessels  stationed 
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—at  Amoy,  onej  Namoa,  one;  Chimmo  Bay,  one;  Fuhchoo^ 
one ;  Shanghai  or  Woosung,  one ;  Macao,  one ;  Whampoa,  one ; 
and  four  or  five  always  plying  between  Hong  Kong  and  the  coast 
of  China. 

About  five  vessels  are  employed  conveying  opium  between  India 
and  China,  and  a  large  receiving  ship  of  700  tons,  is  moored  all  the 
year  round  at  Hong  Kong.  Dent  &  Company  have  nearly  as  many 
vessels  as  Jardine  &  Company,  but  of  a  smaller  class.  Burn, 
Macvicar  &  Company,  about  four  on  the  coast,  and  two  between 
India  and  China.  Gilman  &  Company,  three  on  the  coast.  Pyver, 
two  on  the  coast  with  India.  A  Parsee  firm,  Rustomjee  &  Com- 

pany, two  on  the  coast.  An  American  firm,  Russell  &  Company, 
tour  on  the  coast,  and  three  between  India  and  China,  under  the 
American  flag. 

Altogether  there  are  about  fifty  vessels  of  various  sizes,  gene- 
rally well-manned  and  armed,  and  fast  sailers,  engaged  in  the 

opium  traflSc.  The  Mazeppa,  a  schooner,  of  only  130  tons,  convey- 
ed on  one  occasion  half-a-million  dollars  from  the  north-east  coast 

of  China  to  Hong  Kong,  the  proceeds  of  opium  sold  on  the  coast. 
The  vessels  conveying  the  drug  from  India  to  China  are  probably 
the  finest  boats  in  the  world.  The  Lanrick  of  283  tons  register, 
built  at  Liverpool,  cost  j61  3,000,  belonging  to  Jardine  &  Co.,  is 
superior  in  sailing  on  a  wind  to  any  man-of-war.  I  made  a  voyage 
in  her  down  the  China  Seas  to  Java  in  1845,  in  the  teeth  of  the 
monsoon,  when  she  was  under  the  command  of  one  of  the  most 
skilful  and  daring  seamen  that  ever  sailed.  Frequently  we  were 
running  eight  and  nine  knots  close  hauled,  and  carrying  royals, 
when  a  frigate  would  have  had  reefed  topsails  and  courses.  In  one 
of  her  voyages  the  Lanrick  carried  1,250  chests  of  Bengal  opium, 
valued  at  £200,000  sterling. 

The  Lanricky  like  the  other  vessels  of  her  class,  was  fiiUy  armed 
with  long  nine-pounders,  musketry,  &c.  These  vessels  give  a  good 
idea  of  the  ̂   buccaneers,^  which  frequented  the  Spanish  Main. 
Their  commanders  are  generally  educated  men,  of  gentlemanly 
manners,  very  hospitable,  of  generous  dispositions,  well  skilled  in 
seamanship,  and  of  a  courage  and  boldness  unsurpassed. 

It  is  painful  to  see  qualities  so  usefiil,  directed  to  such  pernici- 
ous purposes.  A  similar  remark  may  be  made  with  reference  to 

those  engaged  in  the  opium  trade  in  China ;  they  have  several  ex- 
ceUent  characteristics,  are  prompt  in  kindly  acts,  and  imbued  with 
strong  national  feelings.  The  late  Mr.  Jardine  was  a  good  exam- 

ple of  his  class :  originally  a  naval  surgeon,  his  quick  and  calcula- 
ting mind  led  him  Qarly  to  perceive  the  great  wealth  that  might 

be  made  in  China  from  opium.  To  this  object  he  devoted  all  his 
time  and  singular  energies  for  about  twenty  years,  and  then  re- 

turned to  England,  with  a  fortune  of  more  than  a  million  sterling. 
He  lived  but  a  short  period  for  its  enjoyment — died  from  a  most 
excruciating  and  lingering  disease — and  bequeathed  his  vast  wealth 
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ill  an  equitable  maimer  among  his  nephews  and  nieces.  While  in 
China  many  meritorious  young  men^  who  had  no  claims  on  him^ 
but  seemed  deserving  of  encouragement^  were  advanced  in  life  by 
Mr.  Jardine.  By  the  Chinese,  as  well  as  by  the  English  at  Can- 

ton, he  was  respected  for  his  active  habits,  his  intelligent  mind, 
and  hospitable  disposition.  Steady  and  ardent  as  a  friend,  equally 
steady  and  implacable  as  a  foe ;  he  devoted  himself  to  the  opium 
trade,  totaUy  divested  of  all  consideration  as  to  its  moral  conse- 

quences, unscrupulous  of  the  means  employed,  and  regardless  of 

the  saying,  which  in  China  has  almost  become  a  proverb,  that ''  ill 
luck  and  nda fortune  swner  or  later  overtake  all  ef^aged  m  the 

opium  trade  ̂ '  But  the  blame  ought  not  to  be  cast  solely  on  the 
individuals  etioraged  in  this  dreadful  traffic;  it  rests  chiefly  on  the 
government  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign,  and  on  that  of  the  East 
India  Company.  To  dwell  more  on  this  distressing  theme  would 
be  unnecessary ;  if  the  facts  herein  stated  will  not  awaken  the 
minds  of  those  who  call  themselves  Christians  in  England — neither 
would  they  hear,  "  although  one  came  from  the  dead.^^  It  would  be 
contrary  to  the  admitted  order  of  Divine  Providence,  to  suppose 
that  such  a  career  of  iniquity  as  we  have  been  pursuing  in  China, 
can  bring  with  it  any  blessing.  If  there  be  a  Supreme  Being — 
the  Creator  of  the  Universe  and  of  man — if  He  be  a  God  of  justice, 
and  have  any  regard  for  the  creatures  He  has  made,  it  is  not  pos- 

sible to  contend  that  He  can  view  with  indifPerence  the  commis- 
sion of  crimes,  such  as  the  previous  pages  incontestibly  establish. 

The  grossest  idolater  admits  and  practically  recognises  the  troth 
of  this  principle.  Those  who  have  the  slightest  belief  in  the 
Jewish  and  Christian  Testaments,  must,  at  least  with  their  lips, 
acknowledge  that  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  mankind,  has  by 
example  and  precept  established  most  conclusively  the  retributive 
decree,  that  as  a  nation  sows,  so  it  mttst  reap.  Can  England  rea- 

sonably expect  peace  and  plenty  at  home,  when  she  is  scattering 
poison  and  pestilence  abroad  ?  Can  she  without  hypocrisy  conse- 

crate churches  and  ordain  ministers  of  a  Christian  faith,  while  her 
inilers  and  governors  are  licensing  opium-hells,  and  appointing 
supervisors  to  extract  the  largest  amount  of  profit  from  the  ini- 

quity therein  perpetrated  ? 
Is  Christianity  a  name,  or  is  it  a  principle  ?  What  an  abomina- 

tion it  must  be  in  the  sight  of  a  great  and  good  Deity,  to  behold 
national  prayers  offered  to  Him  to  avert  dispensations  of  calamity, 
while  that  very  nation  that  is  offering  them  is  daily  inflicting  desti- 

tution and  death  on  more  than  three  millions  of  our  fellow  creatures? 
Thus  impiously  seeking  relief  from  its  own  suffering,  while  reck- 

lessly spreading  sorrow,  vice,  and  crime  among  myriads  of  man- kind ! 

The  records  of  wickedness  since  the  world  was  created,  furnish 
no  parallel  to  the  wholesale  murders  which  the  British  nation  have 
been,  and  still  are,  hourly  committing  in  China.     Neither  are  they 
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committing  this  awful  destruction  of  human  beings  in  ignorance. 
There  never  was  a  question  ou  which  our  Parliament  concurred 
more  unanimously  than  on  the  iniquities  of  the  opium  trade ;  no 
senator  ventured  to  say  that  that  good  man  Lord  Ashley  had  ex- 

aggerated in  the  slightest  degree  the  magnitude  of  the  evils  which 
his  lordship  implored,  with  an  eloquence  heightened  by  piety,  the 
legislature  to  correct.  On  the  contrary,  the  assembled  representa- 

tives of  the  nation,  men  of  all  parties — ^ministers  and  ex-ministers 
concurred  with  the  noble  lord  in  the  enormity  of  the  crime  we 
^ere  perpetrating,  deplored  its  continued  existence,  and  promised 
its  correction. 

What  has  been  done  since  on  the  subject  ?  Have  we  simply  re- 
mained passive,  and  allowed  the  crimes  and  the  murders  caused 

by  the  opium  trade  to  go  on  silently,  unnoticed  and  unapproved  by 

Her  Majesty ̂ s  government  ?  We  cannot  even  allege  the  poor  miser- 
able plea  of  winking  as  a  government  against  a  crime  which  it  is 

pretended  could  not  be  checked.  On  the  contrary,  the  representa- 
tive of  Queen  Victoria  has  recently  converted  the  small  barren 

rock  which  we  occupy  on  the  coast  of  China,  into  a  vast  "  opium 
smoking  shop  f'  he  has  made  it  the  "Gehenna  of  the  waters,^' 
where  iniquity,  which  it  is  a  poUutioii  to  name,  can  not  only  be 
perpetrated  with  impunity,  but  it  is  absolutely  licensed  in  the  name 
of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  and  protected  by  the  titled  representa- 

tive of  Her  Majesty  I 
Better — far  better — ^infinitely  better — abjure  the  name  of  Chris- 

tianity;  call  ourselves  heathens — idolaters  of  the  "golden  calf" — 
worshippers  of  the  "  evil  one." 

Let  us  do  this,  and  we  have  then  a  principle  for  our  guide ;  the 
acquisition  of  money  at  any  cost — at  any  sacrifice.  Why  the 
"  slave  trade"  was  merciful  compared  to  the  "  opium  trade."  We 
did  not  destroy  the  bodies  of  the  Africans,  for  it  was  our  imme- 

diate interest  to  keep  them  alive ; — we  did  not  debase  their  natures, 
corrupt  their  minds, — nor  destroy  their  souls.  But  the  opium 
seller  slays  the  body  after  he  has  corrupted,  degraded,  and  anni- 

hilated the  moral  being  of  unhappy  sinners, — ^while  every  hour  is 
bringing  new  victims  to  a  Moloch  which  knows  no  satiety — and 
where  the  English  murderer  and  the  Chinese  suicide  vie  with  each 
other  in  offerings  at  his  shrine. 

No  blessing  can  be  vouchsafed  to  England  while  this  national 
crime  is  daily  calling  to  Heaven  for  vengeance; — none  of  the 
millions  of  mere  nominal  Christians  who  throng  our  churches,  one 
day  in  the  week,  can  expect  to  prosper  in  their  worldly  callings, 
while  they  are  silently  abetting  an  awful  crime,  which  no  sophistry 
can  palliate,  no  ingenuity  refute. 
We  stand  convicted  before  the  nations  of  the  world,  as  well  as 

before  an  Omniscient  Deity  from  whom  nothing  can  be  hidden,  as  a 
government  and  people  actively  and  legally  engaged  in  the  perpe- 

tration of  murder  and  desolation,  on  a  scale  of  such  magnitude  as  to 
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defy  calculation.     Diaguiseit  as  we  may^this  is  the  naked  truths — 
this  is  the  damning  fact  which  no  water  will  obliterate. 

^Ve  are  all  involved  in  the  guilty  and  participants^  even  by  our 
silence^  in  a  sin — which  if  not  rooted  out — must  ere  long  bring  on 
us  that  Divine  vengeance  which  though  slow^  is  sure^  and  never 
invoked  in  vain  I 

Even  those  whose  thoughts  are  chiefly  occupied  with  the  acqui- 
sition of  wealth,  with  adding  house  to  house,  and  field  to  field,  too- 

often  heedless  of  the  means  used  for  such  acquisition,  and  who 
are  alas — ready  to  overleap  every  law,  human  or  Divine,  which 
may  interfere  with  their  rapid  accumulation  of  gain, — if  they 
peruse  the  annexed  report  on  the  opium  traffic  laid  before  Her 

Majesty's  government,  must  admit  that  it  is  a  painful  record  qf 
national  guilt,  and  of  human  sufiPering. 

To  the  bishops  of  the  Anglican  church  who  are  placed  in  the 
highest  legislative  tribunal,  to  watch  over  the  morals  of  the  nation, 
this  report  is  specially  commended. 

It  is  primarily  their  sacred  duty  to  bring  the  whole  subject 
under  the  immediate  and  serious  deliberation  of  the  exalted  as- 

sembly in  which  they  sit ;  if  this  duty  be  neglected,  then  they 
become  as  much  participants  in  the  crime  as  li  they  themselves 
were  engaged  smuggling  opium  on  the  coast  of  China. 

Next,  to  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  in  the  United  Eing^ 
dom  this  report  is  presented ;  if  they  also  continue  passive,  whaoi 
ignorance  can  no  longer  be  pleaded  as  a  justification  for  their 
silence,  their  hebdomadal  prayers  to  a  just  Being,  whose  laws  we 
are  daily  outraging,  become  a  mockery.  To  the  laity — Protestant, 
Presbyterian,  Romanist  or  Sectarian, — these  pages  are  also  sub- 

mitted. We  have  abolished  slavery,  mitigated  our  sanguinary 
code,  purified  our  prisons,  and  ministered  relief  to  suffering 
humanity  everywhere.  If  our  collective  opinion  be  pronounced 
on  the  crime  developed  in  these  pages,  no  government  nor  indivi- 

dual can  longer  continue  in  its  perpetration. 
Finally — this  report  is  dedicated,  (by  gracious  permission)  to 

the  Sovereign  of  the  British  nation,  with  an  earnest  prayer  that 

the  Almighty — by  whose  authority — "  kings  reign  and  princes 
decree  justice" — may  influence  the  councils  of  Her  Majesty  to 
do  that  which  is  right  in  the  sight  of  Him  who  declareth,  that 
'^  tJiey  who  set  their  heart  on  their  iniquity  will  have  the  reward  of 
iheir  doings" 
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CHAPTER    V. 

THE  CONSULAR  PORTS  IN  CHINA.— CANTON,  AMOY, 
PUH-CHOO,  NINGPO,  AND  SHANGHAI. 

€€ 
By  the  treaty  of  Nankin  it  was  stipulated  and  agreed  that 
British  subjects,  with  their  families  and  establishments  shall  be 

allowed  to  reside,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their  mercantile 
pursuits,  without  molestation  or  restraint,  at  the  cities  and  towns 
of  Canton,  Amoy,  Fuh-choo,  Ningpo,  and  Shanghai;  and  Her 
Majesty,  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  will  appoint  superintendents 
or  consular  officers,  to  reside  at  each  of  the  above-named  cities 
and  towns,''  &c. 

By  this  clause  of  the  treaty,  the  British  consuls  are  not  merely 
to  be  the  medium  of  communication  between  the  Chinese  authori- 

ties and  the  said  merchants ;  but  they  are  '^  to  see  that  the  just 
duties  and  other  dues  of  the  Chinese  government^  as  hereafter  pro^ 
vided,  are  duly  discharged  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects,'* 

The  five  ports  opened,  extend  over  a  line  of  coast  of  about  800 
miles  in  length,  from  Hong  Kong,  near  the  Canton  River,  to 
Shanghai,  near  the  Yang-tze  River,  in  about  the  following  direc- 

tions : — ^The  course  from  Hong  Kong  to  Amoy,  is  about  north- 
east by  east,  rounding  the  coast;  distance  about  270  miles; 

ftoia  Amoy  to  Poo-choo,  north-east  by  north,  distance  about  150 
miles ;  from  Poo-choo  to  Ningpo,  north  by  east,  distance  about 
800  miles;  from  Ningpo  to  Shanghai,  north  by  west,  across  Hang« 
choo  bay,  distance  about  100  miles,  or  half  a-day's  run  by  a 
steamer ;  whole  distance  from  the  two  extreme  ports,  about  820 
miles,  five  days  steaming,  or  about  four  days  ̂ ect  from  Hong 

Kong  to  Shanghai/' The  edicts  and  ordinances  under  which  commerce  is  conducted 
and  regulated,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

CANTON— DESCRIPTION,  HISTORY,  &c. 

Canton  city  is  situated  in  the  province  of  Kwantung,  which  is 
bounded  on  the  north-east  by  that  of  Pookien,  on  the  north  by 
Kiangsi,  on  the  west  by  Kwangse,  and  Tungking;  the  rest  is 
bounded  by  the  sea.  The  province  is  divided  into  ten  districts,  con- 

taining ten  cities  of  the  first  class,  and  eighty-four  of  the  second  class, 
exclusive  of  forts  and  military  stations.     The  physical  aspect  is 

VOL.  II.  T 
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mountaiuous,  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of  low  laiid>  cropped  with 
rice.  It  furnishes  gold,  precious  stones,  pewter,  quicksUver,  cop- 

per, iron,  silk,  pearls,  saltpetre,  many  valuable  kinds  of  wood,  and 
various  kinds  of  fruit  and  useAil  vegetables.  The  sea-coast  which 
has  several  excellent  harbours,  abounds  in  fish.  The  populatiom 
is  stated  to  be  19,000,000.     Canton  is  styled  by  native  geogra- 
fhers  "  Kwangtung-Sang-ching,'*  or  the  capital  of  the  province, 
t  is  in  23°  7'  Iff'  north  latitude,  113°  14'  30^'  longitude,  east  of 
Greenwich,  and  about  3°  30^  west  of  Peking. 

The  city  is  built  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Choo-keang  or  Pearl 
Kiver ;  distant  sixty  miles  from  the  Bogue,  or  Bocca  Tigris,  which 
is  considered  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  entrance  to  the  inner  waters. 
The  country  immediately  contiguous  to  the  city  is  flat,  and  richly 
cultivated,  and  becomes  hilly  and  mountainous  to  the  north  and 
north-east.  To  the  southward,  the  surface  of  the  country  is  covered 
with  rivers,  canals,  and  broad  ditches,  in  which  innumerable  boats 
carry  on  active  intercourse  and  traflSic.  The  city  of  Canton  (pro- 

perly so  called),  is  surrounded  by  a  wall,  built  nearly  in  the  form 
of  a  square,  and  divided  into  two  unequal  parts,  by  another  wall 
running  from  east  to  west,  as  shewn  in  the  accompanying  plan. 
On  the  south  side  the  wall  runs  nearly  due  east  and  west,  paralld 
to  the  river,  but  curves  on  the  north,  where  the  city  rests  on  tb^ 
brow  of  the  hill,  about  250  feet  above  the  river. 

The  walls  are  composed  of  sand-stone,  and  brick ;  the  former  is 
placed  in  the  foundations,  and  in  the  arches  of  the  gates.  The 
walls  are  thirty  to  forty  feet  thick,  and  in  height  twenty  pr 
twenty-five  feet,  except  on  the  north  side,  where  they  are  highear 
and  more  substantial ;  there  is  no  fossen  or  ditch,  and  no  bastionj). 
A  line  of  battlements,  with  embrasures  at  intervals  of  a  few  feet, 
are  raised  on  the  top  of  the  wall,  all  around  the  city ;  the  Chinese 

call  these  '^ ching-jin,"  which  is  translated  city-men;  the  gates 
are  sixteen  in  number,  four  of  these  lead  through  the  wall  which 
separates  the  old  from  the  new  city;  there  are  twelve  outer 
gates  :  a  few  soldiers  are  placed  on  the  gates  day  and  night;  the 
night-watches  are  strictly  kept,  and  a  gratuity  must  be  given  to 
{)ass  them  after  a  certain  hour.  There  are  several  canals,  the 
argest  extends  along  the  east  side  of  the  city ;  there  is  another  on 
the  west  side ;  these  are  connected  by  a  third,  which  runs  contiguous 
to  the  wall  which  separates  the  new  from  the  old  city,  so  that, 
boats  with  goods  and  passengers,  have  free  ingress  and  egress  from 
the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  suburbs.  There  are  several  other 
canals  in  the  eastern  and  western  suburbs;  and  one  in  th9 

southern.  The  Chinese  call  them  "  the  veins  of  the  city,'^  whicb| 
together  with  the  river,  supply  the  inhabitants  with  water ;  but  raiij 
water  is  also  used,  and  preferred.  Natural  springs  abound  with^i 
and  without  the  city.  There  are  several  bridges  built  of  stone 
oyer  the  canals,  some  formed  with  high  arches-— others,  as  is  g^ 
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nerally  the  case  in  China,  made  with  large  slabs  laid  horizontally 
on  stone  buttresses. 

The  streets  of  Canton  are  more  than  600  in  number :  among 
which  are,  the  Dragon-street ;  the  Golden-street ;  and  the  Golden 
Flower-street;  and  many  other  descriptive  terms.  The  streets 
are  generally  short,  slightly  curved,  and  varying  in  width  from  six  to 
sixteen  feet,  but  are,  generally  speaking,  from  six  to  eight  feet 
wide,  and  all  flagged  with  granite.  During  the  hours  of  business, 
the  streets  are  crowded  with  half-naked  porters  carrying  heavy 
loads  of  merchandise,  suspended  from  either  end  of  a  pole,  borne 
on  the  shoulders ;  by  pedlars  and  itinerant  barbers,  carpenters, 
&c.,  by  sedans  of  every  description,  and  by  numerous  wild-looking 
beggars  and  strolling  idlers.  The  shops  are  in  many  instances 
equal  to  those  in  some  European  cities — considering  the  diflference 
of  climate  :  They  are  commodious,  well  stocked  with  goods,  and 
are  associated  together,  very  much  according  to  their  respective 
trades.  Neat  and  gaudily-painted  signs  and  names  are  placed  on 
long  boards,  affixed  longitudinally  to  the  door-way,  and  by  their 
bright  colours,  they  give  a  gay  appearance  to  the  narrow  streets. 

Few  of  the  houses  or  temples  at  Canton  have  more  than  one 
story,  the  walls  of  which  are  the  whole  height  of  the  fabric,  without 
Any  concealment  of  the  beams  or  rafters  of  the  roof.  Terraces  are 
often  built  above  the  roofs,  which  afford  in  the  cool  of  the  evening 
ti  pleasant  retreat,  and  good  prospect. 

Europeans  that  have  seen  the  city,  were  struck  with  the  differ- 
ence that  existed  in  the  various  buildings, — although  this  diversity, 

as  in  Europe,  does  by  no  means  exhibit  the  relative  condition  and 
circumstances  of  the  people.  -There  are  very  few  of  what  may  be 
called  wealthy  inhabitants,  and  they  make  no  exhibition  of  it  in 
the  external  appearance  of  their  dwellings. 

Judging  from  the  aspect  of  the  greater  part  of  the  dwellings, 
there  must  be  a  large  number  of  very  poor  people  in  the  city, 
as  they  exhibit  abundant  evidence  of  the  absence  of  the  common 
comforts  of  life. 

In  the  style  of  their  houses,  as  in  many  of  their  customs, 
(already  noticed)  there  is  a  striking  coincidence  with  those  met 
with  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

Professor  Jahn,  in  his  Biblical  Archaeology,  speaking  of  the 

Jewish  habitations,  says  :  "  the  gates  not  only  of  the  houses,  but 
of  cities,  were  customarily  adorned  with  an  inscription,  which 
was  to  be  extracted  from  the  law  of  Moses ;  a  practice  in  which 
may  be  found  the  origin  of  the  modern  Mezuzaw,  or  piece  of 
parchment  inscribed  with  sacred  texts,  and  fastened  to  the  door 
posts.  The  gates  were  always  shut,  and  one  of  the  servants  acted 
the  part  of  a  porter.  The  space  inside  the  gate  is  called  the  porch, 

fe  square,  and  on  one  side  of  it  is  erected  a  seat,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  those  strangers,  who  are  not  to  be  admitted  into  the 

interior  of  the  house. 
T  2 
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**  From  the  porch  we  are  introduced  through  a  Becond  door,  into 
a  conrty  which  is  commonly  paved  with  marble,  and  surrounded 
on  all  sides ;  sometimes,  howcTcr,  only  on  one,  with  a  peristyle  or 
oorered  walk,  over  which,  if  the  house  have  more  than  one  story, 
there  is  a  gallery  of  the  same  dimensions,  supported  by  columns, 
and  protected  by  a  balustrade*  In  this  court  large  companies  are 
received,  at  nuptials,  &c. 

''  On  such  occasions,  a  large  veil  of  thick  cloth,  is  extended  by 
ropes,  over  the  whole  court,  to  exclude  the  heat  of  the  sun.  The 
back  part  of  the  house  is  allotted  to  the  women,  and  is  called  in 
Arabic,  the  harem,  and  in  Hebrew,  by  way  of  eminence,  the 
palace.  In  the  smaller  houses,  the  females  occupy  the  upper 
story.  This  is  the  place  assigned  them  also  by  Homer  in  tbe 

Iliad  and  Odyssey.'' 
This  is  the  best  description  that  could  be  given  of  the  buildings 

of  the  Chinese,  as  regards  all  I  have  seen,  and  fully  agrees  with 
Sir  William  Chambers  in  his  elaborate  description  of  Chinese 
architecture. 

The  nearest  approximation  to  the  total  number  of  inhabitants 
in  the  city  of  Canton,  including  Nanhae  and  a  part  of  Pwangu,  is 
by  the  following  estimate,  viz. :  50,000  people  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cloth;  7,300  barbers;  41,300  shoemakers:  these 
three  callings  employ  61,500  individuals,  and  are  not  more  than 
one-fourth  of  the  artificers  of  the  city;  allowing  this  as  fact, 
the  number  is  probably  246,000 ;  there  are  also  84,000  boats,  and 
allowing  three  to  each  boat,  this  will  make  a  total  252,000;  add 
four  times  the  number  of  mechanics,  and  there  will  be  a  totid 
estimate  of  1,236,000  as  the  population  of  Canton.  The  people 
were  formerly  classified  as  sclK)lars,  husbandmen,  mechanics,  and 
merchants,  which  still  exists  to  a  certain  extent.  But  there  are 
also  two  classes  styled  elders  and  gentry.  The  first  includes  all  the 

old  men,  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards.  The  ''  gentry*'  are  the 
managers  of  all  local  affairs  which  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
government  officers.  The  proportion  of  males  and  females  is  un- 

known ;  the  opinion  is  prevalent  that  ninety-five  of  the  men  are 
married^  of  every  hundred.  Polygamy  is  more  or  less  practised. 
The  population  of  Canton  have  the  reputation  of  being  the  most 
licentious  and  troublesome  people  in  the  empire.  Whenever  an 
opportunity  occurs,  they  eagerly  evince  their  dislike  and  hatred  to 
foreigners ;  their  local  government  have  encouraged  this  feeling 
for  many  years  by  opprobrious  edicts  against  foreigners— on  whom 
all  sorts  of  contumelious  epithets  have  been  heaped.  Canton  is 
also  said  to  be  the  favourite  retreat  of  all  the  most  turbulent  Und 
worst  portion  of  the  Chinese.  It  is  said  there  is  an  organized 
band  of  20,000  robbers  in  and  around  Canton. 

The  character  of  the  Cantonese  is  thus  given  in  an  official  pro^ 

clamation : — "  Chow,  by  imperial  command  criminal  judge  of  Oan" 
ton,  hereby  prohibits  the  putting  away  of  wives  for  slight  causes. 
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husbands  conniving  at  the  wife's  adnlteiy^  or  selling  her  to another  man.  The  relation  of  husband  and  wife  is  the  first  of  the 
five  social  bonds.  Husband  and  wife  should  respect  each  other^ 
and  live  in  harmony. 

'*  For  vile  practices  of  this,  and  every  kind,  there  is  no  place  so 
had  as  Canton.  Some  sell  their  wives  to  sing  and  play^  and  submit 
to  the  embraces  of  others.  Some  invite  profligate  men  to  their 
own  houses^  and  give  np  their  wives  to  prostitution.  Such  prac- 

tices inflict  a  deadly  wound  on  the  public  morals,  and,  therefore, 
Chow  issues  this  (»rder  to  prevent  them.  Even  in  deep  poverty, 
still  submit  tranquilly  to  Heaven's  decree.  If  ye,  adulterers  and 
adultresses,  persist  in  and  reform  not,  it  is  resolved  to  prosecute 
you  to  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law.  Under  the  luminous  heaven 

and  renovating  sun  of  his  majesty's  reign,  it  is  impossible  to 
endure  you,  ye  wounders  and  destroyers  of  the  public  morals. 
Let  each  tremblingly  obey  this  mandate. 

''  January,  1828." 

Dv.  Bridgeman,  a  profound  Chinese  scholar,  who  has  long  re- 
sided at  Canton,  and  whose  writings  breathe  true  Christian  charity, 

says :  "  Intelligent  natives  admit  that  more  luxury,  dissipation, 
and  crime  exist  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  empire ;  at  the 
same  time,  they  maintain  that  more  enterprise,  more  enlarged 
views,  and  more  general  information  prevail  among  the  higher 
classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canton,  than  are  found  in  most  of 
the  other  large  cities ;  these  bad  qualities  are  the  result  of  a  thrifty 
commerce  acting  on  those  who  are  not  guided  by  high  moral  prin- 

ciples ;  the  good,  which  exists  in  a  very  limited  degree,  results  from 

an  intercourse  with  ̂ distant  barbarians.'  The  contempt  and hatred  which  the  Chinese  authorities  have  often  exhibited  towards 
f<»eignerB,  and  the  indifference  and  disdain  with  which  the  nation 
generally  has  looked  down  upon  everything  not  their  own,  aught 
to  be  strongly  reprobated ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  feeling  which 
foreigners  have  often  cherished,  and  the  disposition  and  conduct 
which  they  have  too  frequently  manifested  towards  this  people, 
are  such  as  should  never  have  existed ;  still,  notwithstanding  all 
these  disadvantages,  we  think  that  the  intercourse  between  the 
iahabitants  of  the  western  world  and  the  Chinese,  has  been  benefi- 

cial to  the  latter.  Hitherto  this  intercourse  has  been  purely  com- 
mercial ;  and  science,  literature,  and  all  friendly  and  social  offices, 

have  been  disregarded." 
Of  the  whole  population  of  Canton,  it  is  said,  that  not  more 

than  one-half  are  able  to  read.  Probably  not  one  boy  out  of  ten 
is  left  entirely  destitute  of  education ;  and  yet  of  the  other  sex 
not  one  in  ten  is  ever  instructed.  There  is  scarcely  a  school  for 
giclfl  VOL  the  city. 

Public  opinion  and  immemorial  usage  is  against  the  education 
of  the  fem^es.    If  an  argument  were  required  against  the  philoso- 
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phy  of  their  sages^  there  is  an  unanswerable  one,  in  the  degradsr 
tion  of  the  fairest  half  of  the  human  species. 

The  majority  of  the  schools  in  Canton  are  only  designed  to  pre* 
pare  youth  for  the  ordinary  duties  of  private  life.  These  schoolsy 
as  well  as  those  of  a  higher  class,  are  all  private  establishments. 
The  government  provides  teachers  and  inspectors  for  every  dis* 
trict  in  the  empire,  yet  there  are  no  public  or  charity  schools  to 
educate  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  To  provide  for  this  culpable 
defect  in  the  government,  several  families  unite,  and  hire  a  teacher 
to  instruct  their  children.  The  payment  awarded  to  the  teachers 
varies  according  to  the  class  of  scholars,  as  in  Europe,  but  the 
payment  is  guaranteed  for  one  year  certain,  whether  the  child 
attends  or  not.  These  payments  range  from  two  to  twenty  dollars 
per  annum. 

Every  school-room  is  supplied  with  a  tablet,  on  which  is  writtea 
in  conspicuous  figures  the  name  of  Confucius,  the  patron  of  learn- 

ing; a  small  altar  is  placed  before  it,  upon  which  incense  and 
candles  are  kept  continually  burning.  The  moment  the  scholar 
enters  the  room  he  bows,  first  before  the  tablet,  and  then  to  his 
teacher;  the  former  is  not  merely  a  tribute  of  respect,  but  an  act 
of  worship. 

The  school  hours  are  from  six  to  six,  with  the  exception  of  meal 
times,  The  scholars  all  study  aloud,  and  the  only  emulation 
amongst  them  is  which  will  raise.his  voice  the  loudest. 

Chastisement  on  the  idle  and  disobedient  is  applied  with  un- 
usual severity,  by  the  application  of  the  rattan.  The  dunce  is 

compelled  to  go  upon  his  knees ;  whilst  the  most  incorrigible  are 
made  to  kneel  on  gravel.  The  three-character  classic  is  the  first 
book  taught.  Though  written  expressly  for  infant  minds,  it  is 
scarcely  better  suited  for  them  than  the  propositions  of  Euclid 
would  be  were  they  thrown  into  rhyme.  But,  '^  it  is  not  to  be 
linderstood  "  at  first ;  and  the  tyro,  when  he  can  rehearse  it  cor- 

rectly, takes  up  the  Four  Books,  and  masters  them  after  the  same 
planner.  This,  and  having  to  write  a  few  characters,  finishes  the 
education  of  all  thoge  who  are  not  destined  for  the  literary  class. 

The  high  schools  and  colleges  are  numerous ;  but  none  of  them 
fire  richly  endowed,  or  well  suited  for  the  purposes  of  education* 
There  are  thirty  colleges ;  most  of  which  were  founded  many  cen- 

turies ago.  Several  of  them  are  now  deserted  and  falling  to  ruins. 
Threp  of  the  largest  have  each  about  two  hundred  scholars,  and 
like  all  the  others  only  one  or  two  professors.  Information  has 
been  sought  for  in  vain,  as  to  the  discipline  and  government  of 
these  establishments,  and  the  probability  is,  that  they  have  none, 
or,  if  they  had,  have  become  obsolete,  with  the  general  declension 
of  the  nation  for  the  past  two  centuries. 

Canton  is  the  oldest  city  in  the  south  of  China,  and  since  the 
foundation  has  undergone  many  changes.  More  than  4,000  years, 
a<?pording  to  the  Chinese  classics,   Yaou  commanded  one  oi  hi9 
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ml^steyd  to  govern  Nankeaou,  called  Mingtoo,  the  splendid  capi- 
tal and  the  surrounding  country.  Nankeaou  then  included  the 

si1»  of  the  present  city  of  Canton,  and  belonged  to  the  southern 
r^ons  of  Yang,  which  formed  one  of  the  twelve  states  into  which 
the  whole  world  (China)  was  divided.  These  southern  regions 
seem  to  have  been  large,  as  they  were  afterwards  known  by  dif- 

ferent names,  and  are  still  known,  in  official  documents  of  the 
present  day,  to  designate  the  province  of  Canton.  During  the 
Shang  dynasty,  1123  b.c,  the  inhabitants  of  these  regions  first 
paid  tribute  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 

On  the  accession  of  the  next  dynasty  (Chow)  the  empire  was 
greatly  extended;  and  great  attention  was  paid  to  agriculture, 
and  when  the  ''son  of  heaven  received  tribute  from  the  four 
quarters  of  the  earth,"  some  of  the  tribes  of  Keaouchow  (which 
included  Canton)  brought  crabs  and  frogs,  and  others  snakes  and 
crickets.  The  historians  say  they  are  able  to  trace  their  city  to 
the  time  of  Nanwang,  who  reigned  2,000  years  ago,  it  was  then 

called  Nan- Wooching  "the  martial  city  of  the  south,"  and  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  stockade  made  of  bamboo  and  mud.  One  of  its 

earliest  names  and  which  is  still  used  in  its  books  was  Yang- 
Ching,  "the  city  of  rams,"  from  the  legend  that  five  genii 
clothed  in  garments  of  five  different  colours,  and  riding  on  rams 
cf  different  colours,  met  at  the  capital ;  each  of  the  rams  bearing 
in  his  mouth  a  stalk  of  corn  having  six  ears,  which  were  pre* 
sented  to  the  people  by  the  genii,  who  thus  spoke :  "  May  famine 
and  dearth  never  visit  your  markets ;"  the  genii  then  disappeared, 
and  the  rams  were  changed  into  stones.  Canton  is  also  called  the 

"  city  of  genii,"  and  the  "  city  of  grain ;"  one  of  the  temples  is 
named  the  temple  of  the  five  genii,  and  in  it  the  five  stone  rams 
are  to  be  seen  to  this  day.  There  are  many  similar  legends  con- 

nected with  the  history  of  the  city.  During  the  reign  of  Tsin- 
Chehwangte,  about  two  centuries  before  the  Christian  era,  it  is 
stated  that  the  people  of  the  south  rose  in  rebellion  against  the 
Emperor,  who  sent  500,000  soldiers  against  them.  After  three 

years^  contest,  provisions  failing,  the  people  overcame  the  invaders 
and  the  slaughter  is  represented  as  awful.  These  tribes  sub- 

mitted to  the  Han  dynasty,  two  centuries  before  the  Christian 
era. 

A.i>.  210.  The  territory  which  now  includes  Canton  was 
named  by  the  Emperor  Keengan — Kwanchoo,  during  the  reign  of 
Teenkein  or  Woote.  a.d.  543,  the  people  of  Canton  sent  a  piece 
of  fine  cloth  as  tribute  to  the  Emperor ;  who  was  so  displeased 
with  this  approach  to  finery,  that  he  forbid  any  more  to  be  made 
thereof.  Canton  from  an  early  period  had  intercourse  with  India. 
A.D.  620 — during  the  Tang  dynasty,  foreign  commerce  was  es- 

tablished at  Canton,  and  an  imperial  officer  appointed  to  receive 
the  duties,  a.d.  705 — a  pass  was  cut  through  the  Meiling  ridge 
of  mountains  to  connect  Canton  with  the  northern  parts  of  the 
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empire*  In  a.9.  705«-*iii  eonseqaence  it  is  snppoMl  of  extoftiebi» 
ioiveigii  merehanta  remoTed  to  Coohin  China,  the  people  oi  irfaieh 
pUkoe  fubseqaently  made  war  agaiast  CantoB,  and  xedooed  tte 
<iity  to  ̂ n^at  atraiU.  The  Tang  dynasty  ceased  a.d.  906 ;  in  the 
suooeediug  fifty  years  five  famiUes  reigned  and  fell.  The  people 
of  Canton  are  represented  as  liberal  in  their  tributes,  consisting 

of  gold,  silver,  and  various  commodities,  to  the  amount  of*  fife 
million  taels  of  silver.  Native  historians  are  not  likely  to  paisit 
their  own  history  in  the  worst  light,  but  it  is  painAsd  to  read  their 

own  description  of  the  cruelty  and  oppresnon  practised;  ''criw- 
nals  were  boiled,  and  roasted,  flayed  and  thrown  on  spikes,  ci: 

forced  to  fight  with  tigers  and  elephants/'  The  Sung  dynasfy 
commencing  a.d.  960,  gave  mnoh  attention  to  the  city  of  Canton, 
whose  inhabitants  lived  in  a  barbarous  state ;  witches  and  sorcerjr 
were  prohibited,  and  all  the  superstitious  temples  were  dcH 
moUshed  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  who  prohibited  the  people 

''  to  kill  men  /e  sacrifice  to  demonsJ^  Dispensaries  were  estdi)-^ 
lidied ;  all  ornaments  of  dress,  gold  and  pearls  were  strictly  pro*- 
hibited»  a.d.  1067 — Canton  was  enclosed  by  a  wall  about  two 
English  miles  in  circumference  at  an  expense  of  50,000  tads. 
This  defence  was  intended  as  a  protection  against  the  Cochin 
Chinese^  who  frequently  plundered  Canton.  During  the  M(»»gol 
dynasty  A.n.  1279,  Canton  became  the  scene  of  frightful  slau^t^, 
which  put  an  end  for  a  time  to  commerce;  towns  and  villages  it  is 
stated  were  literally  ruined  by  those  who  became  masters  of  the 
throne;  and  such  was  the  destruction  of  life  that  the  ̂* bhod 
flowed  in  sounding  torrents,^'  Commearce  was  subsequently  re-^ 
stored,  and  in  the  year  1300  a  great  number  of  ships  came  to 
Canton.  Subsequently  Chekeang  and  Fookein  were  opened  to 
foreign  ships.  Femao  Feres  de  Andriade  is  said  to  the  &iBt  ixmn^ 
mercial  European  adventurer  that  reached  Canton,  about  1518, 
when  peace  and  contentment  were  then  universal  under  the  Ming 
or  native  dynasty.  English,  Spani^,  and  Dutch  traders  next 
visited  China,,  fuid  the  pc»1;s  of  Canton ;  Amoy,  Macao,  Chusan, 
and  Ningpo  are  represented  as  having  been  then  large  eommer^ 
cial  markets.  On  the  acc^sion  of  the  present  Tartar  family  to 
the  throne,  diyisions  and  dissensions  interrupted  the  trade  and 
prosperity  of  Canton;  Yung-lueh,  endeavoured  to  restore  the 
Ming  dynasty ;  troops  were  dispatched  from  Peking,  and  Canton 
waa  the  last  city  to  surrender.  Belyii^  on  its  own  resources,  the 
inhabitants  resisted  the  Tartars  eleven  months,  and  repulsed  them 
frequently  with  great  slaughter,  and  not  until  the  walls  were 
battered  down  with  cannon  could  the  inhabitants  be  prevailed  ov 
to  surrender.  Treachery  is  said  to  have  caused  their  defeat  on  the 
24th  November,  from  which  date  according  to  the  Jesuit,  Martin 
Martini,  to  the  5th  December,  indiscriminate  butchery  of  men> 
women  and  children  wm  commanded,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
artificers,  whom  the  Tartars  judged  necessary  to  preserve  the  arts. 
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Qn  the  6th  Dceember  tke  slaugfater  oeaaed^  after  the  defttruction  hi 
various  waya  of  100^000  people.  According  to  native  manuscripts 
the  Immb^  slain  was  not  nnder  700,000^  and  ''  every  house  was 
left  desolate/^  The  Tartars  took  up  their  residence  in  the  old 
Oity,  where  their  descendants  still  live,  and  where  it  is  said  one 
old  house  still  remains  standing.  To  this  day  it  is  not  an  uncom« 
mou  thing  to  discover  treasures  sunk  in  the  earth  near  old 
tesoples  and  houses,  hidden  by  the  inhabitants  during  the  siege. 
Catiton  has  now  risen  to  its  present  extent,  and  state  of  com- 
nuercial  prosperity ;  but  the  natives  are  not  free  firom  pirates  and 
from  bands  of  robbers,  who  are  a  continual  source  of  trouble. 
Ta  its  foreign  trade  Canton  owes  its  present  affluence. 

Until  the  recent  allotment  of  some  additional  building  ground, 
the  European  factories  facing  the  river  had  a  frontage  of  about  eight 
hundred  feet.  Each  factory  (of  which  there  are  thirteen)  extends 
backwards  about  130  yards  into  a  long  narrow  lane,  on  each  side 
of  which,  as  over  arches  that  cross  it,  are  the  confined  abodes  of 
Hke  English,  Americans,  and  others.  To  the  east  of  the  fao- 
toriea  is  a  narrow  inlet  from  the  river,  bl  fetid  diich,  which  serves  to 
surround  a  portion  of  the  city  wall,  as  weU  as  to  drain  that  part 
of  the  city.  This  is  crossed  with  a  single  arch,  by  a  narrow 
8.treet  at  the  rear  of  the  factories,  that  leads  to  the  warehouses  of 
the  several  Hong  merchants,  all  of  them  communicating  with  the 
river  stairs,  from  which  the  merchandise  is  shipped. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  foreign  factories,  is  crossed  by  China 
Street,  and  Hog  Lane.  The  fc»rmer  contains  the  shops  of  smaH 
dealers,  and  the  )atter  is  not  easy  to  describe  by  any  standard  of 
comparison,  as  nothing  so  narrow  or  so  filthy  exists  in  any 
European  town.  The  hovels  by  which  it  is  lined  are  occupied  bv 
abandoned  Chinese,  who  decoy  sailors,  drug  them,  and  then  rob 
and  ill  use  them. 

This  pandemonium  has  been  the  chief  cause  of  disagreement 
between  the  English  and  Chinese  government,  and  it  is  to  be 
h(^d,  that  the  degrading  and  comibrtless  position  of  our  mer- 

chants will  be  altered,  and  that  we  shall  be  permitted  freedom  of 
access  to,  and  residence  in  the  city,  to  which  we  are  entitled  by 
the  treaty  of  Nankin. 

Local  Government  of  CANTON.^-Canton,  like  every  othet 
part  of  the  wide  dominions  of  this  vast  empire^  receives  her 

rulers  from  the  alleged  "  son  of  heaven,^'  the  sovereign  of  men, 
who  says  that  statesmen  and  nobles  are  his  children;  and  the 
people  are  the  children  of  the  nobles  and  rulers,  and  should 
«ever  neglect  to  look  up  to  and  obey  them  as  such.  These 

principles  are  strictly  enjoined  in  writing  as  guides  £(»*  the  con** 
duct  of  the  government.  To  carry  out  these  views,  a  palace  is 
dedicated  to  the  Emperor  in  the  capital  of  every  province  of 
the  empire,  and  is  distinguished  by  being  painted  the  imperial 
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colour,  yellow ;  it  is  called  Wanshaw-keeng^  and  annually^  three 
days  before  and  after  his  birthday,  the  officers  of  government^ 
ciiol  and  military,  must  attend  with  the  respectable  inhabit- 

ants, and  there  offer  devotion  and  adoration  as  if  the  Emperor 
were  present.  No  seats  are  allowed  in  that  sacred  place, — so  that 
every  votary  brings  with  him  a  cushion,  to  sit  on  the  ground. 
The  governor  and  general  director  of  Kwantung  and  Kwangse 
provinces  (  )  is  entrusted  with  the  power  of  life  and  death, 
but  he  usually  acts  with  other  high  functionaries  deputed  from 
Peking  (for  instance  with  iheFooyuen)  on  important  occasions.  The 
supervision  of  all  affairs  of  the  two  provinces  rest  with  him,  he  can** 
not  originate  any  new  law  without  the  consent  of  the  Emperor, 
and  must  act  according  to  statutes  and  precedents.  He  proposes 
all  new  regulations,  but  they  must  have  the  sanction  of  the 
Emperor  before  they  become  law.  The  governor-general  is  ex* 
officio  president  of  the  board  of  war  at  Peking,  and  frequently  has 
a  seat  in  the  cabinet.  His  orders  have  the  force  of  law,  and  he 
is  held  accountable  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  two  provinces,  (Kwantung  and  Kwangse).  Every  calamity 
that  befals  the  provinces  he  must  report  minutely  on  pain  of 
dismissal  and  degradation. 

A  most  disastrous  fire  occurred  in  the  western  suburbs  of  Can- 
ton in  the  month  of  October  1843,  by  which,  about  one  thousand 

Chinese  buildings,  and  three  of  the  foreign  hongs,  were  destroyed. 
The  fire  was  said  to  be  accidental,  and  spread  with  friglitfdl  rapidity. 
The  Chinese  police  did  their  utmost  to  protect  property,  but  the 
chief  protection  to  the  property  of  foreigners  was  afforded  by  the 

marines  of  Her  Majesty^s  ship,  "Dido,'^  commanded  by  the 
Honorable  Captain  Keppel,  and  the  seamen  from  the  merchant 
ships.  When  a  fire  occurs  in  Canton,  exertions  are  chiefly 
directed  to  saving  property,  and  not  to  extinguishing  the  fire.  He 
plunderers  are  so  daring  at  fires  here,  that  both  British  and  Chi- 

nese are  compelled  to  fire  on  the  miscreants.  On  this  occasion 
it  is  said  more  than  one  life  was  sacrificed  before  the  robbers  would 
desist. 

The  25th  December  1844,  a  large  theatre  which  had  been 
erected  near  the  hall  for  public  examinations  in  Canton,  was 
consumed  by  fire ;  and  2,300  persons,  men,  women,  and  children, 
perished  in  the  flames.  About  thirty  buildings,  were  also  des- 

troyed. The  Arabian  travellers  who  visited  China  in  a.d.  850 
speak  of  fires  being  frequent  in  Canton.  The  most  disastrous 
was  in  1822,  when  all  the  foreign  factories  were  consumed;  but 
ever  since,  fire  engines  and  a  constant  watch,  prevent  them  being 
very  destructive. 

The  late  governor  Le,  for  a  most  unforeseen  affair,  was  degraded 
and  sent  in  chains  into  banishment.  In  case  of  fires,  it  is  the 
law  that  when  more  than  ten  houses  are  consumed,  the  governor 
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is  deprived  of  nine  months'  salary ;  if  more  than  thirty  are  des* 
troyed^  one  year's  allowance  is  mulcted,  and  if  three  hundred  are 
burnt  he  loses  one  degree  or  grade  of  his  rank.     Suburban  fires 
involve  no  penalty. .  The  penalties  may  be  remitted  by  the  Em- 

peror.    All  complaints  are  made  by  petition    personally  to  the 
governor  on  the  3rd,  8th,  13th,  18th,  23rd,  and  28th  days  of  each 
month,  and  if  redress  is  not  granted,  appeal  may  be   made  to 

Peking.     The  governor's  house  is  situated  in  the  new  city ;  and 
is  in  every  way  suitable  to  his  rank.     His  salary  is  ] 5,000  taels 
annually,  but  by  the  most  moderate  calculations,  his  emoluments 
are  estimated  annually  at  ten  times  more  than  his  salary.     Cor- 

ruption is  prohibited  by  edicts,  and  maxims,    without    however 
producing  the  desired  result.     The  second  official  in  rank  is  styled 
(Fooyuen)  and  he  is  usually  addressed  by  foreigners  as  the  lieu- 

tenant-governor;    his  jurisdiction   is  confined  to  this   province. 
Though  nominally  second  in  command,  in  many  aflairs  he  acts  inde- 

pendent of  the  governor,  his  titles  are  honorary  vice-president  of 
the  board  of  war,  member  of  the  court  of  universal  examiners  or 
censorate,   universal  controller  of  the  province  of  Kwantung,  a 
director  of  military  affairs  and  of  the  taxes.     He  holds  the  Em- 

peror's order,  or  "  death  warrant"  for  the  immediate  execution 
of  criminals.     The  third  officer  in  authority  is  called  Tseang-keun ; 
oar  more  properly  the  Tartar  general.     He  has  command  of  the 
Tartar  troops  and  is  charged  with  the  defence  of  the  city.     He  is 
a  member  of  the  provincial  council,  and  acts  independent  in  many 
instances  of  the  two  preceding  functionaries.     Subordinate  to  him 
are  two  foo-tootings  or  generals,  and  various  inferior  officers,  who 
all  reside  in  the  old  city  with  their  general  and  the  Tartar  troops. 
The  fourth  officer  is  styled  the  superintendent  of  maritime  cus- 

toms,  and  is   addressed  as  the   "grand  hoppo   of  the  port  of 
Canton ; "    like  the  others  he  receives  his  appointment  from  the 
Emperor,  and  is  solely  connected  with  the  maritime  commerce ; 
he  is  a  commissioner  of  customs,  and  is  usually  an  officer  of  the 
imperial  household.     The  fifth  in  rank  is  the  Heyaun,  or  literary 
chancellor  of  Canton,  and  his  influence  and  duties  are  extremely 
onerous,  as  he  is  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  all  the  students  of 
the  province,  and  of  all  ranks  seeking  preferment.     He  has  also 
charge  of  all  schools,  colleges,  and  examinations.     The  sixth  is 
named  Poochingaze,  or  treasurer,  who  is  under  the  Fooyuen,  the 
controller  of  the  civil  government  and  financier  of  the  province ; 
he  has  the  appointment  of  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  local 
government.     The  seventh  or  Gancha-sze  is  the  criminal  judge  ; 
he  generally  sits  alone,  unless  where  life  is  involved,  when  he  is 
assisted  by  some  of  the  higher  officers  of  the  province,   the  Szego, 

or  keeper  of  the  provincial  prisons,  is '  under  his  control.     Eighth 
the  Yenyun-sze  who  superintends  the  salt  department,  tlie  duties 
of  which  form  a  most  important  item  in  the  imperial  revenue,  the 
salt  trade  being  a  government  monopoly,  and  as  there  are  only  a 
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few  persons  licensed  to  trade  in  it^  lai^  fortunes  are  acquired. 
Ninth  the  Tuhleang4aon,  who  has  diarge  of  the  public  granaries^ 
and  who  is  also  responsible,  in  times  of  scarcity,  to  supply  the 
public  with  food,  lliere  are  fourteen  granaries  belonging  to  the 
city  of  Canton,  at  all  times  fnll. 

Tenth,  the  Kwang  chow  foo^  or  prefect  of  the  department; 
his  duty  is  to  be  well  acquainted  with  every  portion  of  the  ter- 

ritory, over  which  he  is  placed,  and  subordinate  to  him  is  a  szeyo 
or  superintendent  of  all  the  prisons  in  his  department.  It  is 
difficult  to  determine  the  exact  limits  of  these  numerous  function- 

aries. All  the  officers  are  general  officers,  and  their  authority 
extends  all  over  the  province,  as  well  as  over  the  city ;  there  are 
two  commanders-in-chief  of  the  land  and  naval  forces,  who  act  alone 
in  many  cases,  and  sometimes  in  concert  with  the  other  general 
officers. 

The  government  is  despotic,  and  is  so  constructed  that  those 
who  form    the  provincial  government  shall,  while  they  enjoy  a 
degree  of  independence,  serve  as  mutual  checks ;  and  each  superior 
officer  is  held  responsible  for  those  who    are   subordinate  and 
accountable  to  himself.    The  distribution  of  these  officers  shows 
a  desire  to  preserve  a  balance  of  power.     In  the  disposition  of  th0 
troops  the  same  principle  is  observable.    The  land  and  naval  force 
of  the  province  is  estisiated  nominally  at  100,000,  all  of  which  is 
under  the  control  of  the  governor;  he  has  however  only  the  im- 

mediate command  of  5000  soldiers,  and  these  are  stationed  at  a 
distance  from  the  city :  on  most  occasions  he  is  escorted  by  ̂  
detachment  from  the  Kwangchoo  (chief  military  officer)  whicH 
in  the  absence  of  his  own  troops,  serves  him  for  a  body-guard, 
and  constitutes  at  the  same  time  a  part  of  the  police  of  the  city. 
The  Fooyuen  has   only  2,000  men  at  his  command,  while  the 
Tseang-keun  has  5,000  which  would  enable  him  to  master  the  city. 

The    proper   seat    of  the  governor  is  several  miles  from  the 
city,  westward;   he  is  allowed  to  reside  at  Canton,  but  cannot 
have  his  troops  there,  lest  in  conjunction  with  the  Fooyuen,  they 
might  be  an  over-match  for  the  Tartar  general  commandant  and 
his  5,000  men.     This  jealousy  of  power  is  further  manifested  by 
the  order  that  no  individual  can  hold  an  office  in  any  province,  or 
district  of  the  empire,  that  includes  the  place  of  his  nativity,  or 
within  several  hundred  miles  of  it.    The  number  of  soldiers  that 
are  generally  quartered  in  the  city  is  about  7,000  men.     In  the 
vicinity  of  Canton  there  are  two  forts  on  the  heights,  north  of  the 
city,  which  completely  command  it,  and  were  taken  by  our  troops^ 
during  the  war  in  1841.    Generally  speaking,  the  soldiers  are  badly 
equipped  and  worse  disciplined ;  their  arms  consist  of  bows  ̂ xA 
arrows,  short  swords  and  matchlocks,  all  ill  suited  for  attack  or 
defence.    Desertion  is  punished  by  beating,  and  banishment,  and 
extends  to  the  relations  of  the  deserter.     The  police  of  the  city  is 
considered  inefficient,  and  the  inhabitants  make  arrangements  with 
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each  other  for  their  mutual  protection.  Each  street  is  enclosed  by 
gates  at  night  with  a  guard-house  at  the  entrance  of  each.  Watch- 
houses  are  erected  in  winter,  in  the  form  of  towers,  and  being 
higher  than  the  houses,  give  the  watchman  an  advantage  in  early 
discovering  a  fire;  these  are  called  double  watch-houses,  and  have 
bells  to  give  ̂ alarm. 

Not  one  half  the  thieves  are  ever  discovered,  and  it  frequently 
happens  that  justice  is  administered  in  one  hour,  the  culprit  pu- 

nished, and  at  liberty  the  next  hour,  to  commit  fresh  crime.  There 
are  no  forms  of  trials,  the  criminal  kneels  before  the  judge,  who 
hears  the  witnesses,  and  very  little  evidence  is  necessary  to  insure 
conviction.  Sentence  of  death  is  passed,  or  he  is  remanded  to 
jail,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  crime.  Very  few  that  are 
caught,  escape  punishment;  hundreds  are  annually  executed 
without  the  southern  gates.  When  brought  to  the  fiital  spot,  they 
kneel  with  their  faces  towards  the  EmperoPs  court,  and  bending  for- 

ward in  an  attitude  of  submission  and  thanksgiving,  they  perish 
beneath  the  axe  or  rope  of  the  executioner. 

The  jail  is  commonly  called  Te-yo — ^hell — or  literally  *'  earth's 
prison.'*  In  the  city  of  Canton  there  are  six  jails ;  five  of  them 
occupy  more  than  five  mow,  (6^  mow,  or  Chinese  acres,  are  equal 
to  one  English  acre),  and  are  capable  of  holding  upwards  of  500 
prisoners ;  the  sixth  jail  occupies  an  area  of  more  than  seven  mow, 
and  will  contain  more  than  one  thousand  prisoners.  The  inner 
wall  of  each  jail  is  twenty-one  Chinese  feet  high,  which  is  sur- 

rounded by  a  second  wall  the  same  height,  leaving  between  the 
two  a  space  of  seven  feet ;  in  this  space  a  nightly  watch  is  kept, 
beyond  the  outer  wall  a  guard  is  kept  night  and  day.  The  inter- 

nal arrangements  are  all  equally  precautionary,  the  prisoners  are 
kept  in  irons,  with  rings  upon  their  wrists,  and  secured  by  an  iroo 
rod,  a  chain  round  their  necks,  and  fastened  to  the  handcuffs. 
During  the  day,  one  hand  is  released,  to  allow  the  prisoner  to  pre- 

pare his  food.  Formerly  the  stocks  were  in  general  use,  but  now 
only  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  districts ;  the  number  of  deaths 
under  this  system  are  very  numerous.  The  jail  of  the  commis- 

sioner of  justice,  is  still  more  severe,  and  is  regulated  according  to 
their  strength,  and  ability  to  bear  the  additional  weight  of  chains, 
also  with  reference  to  the  class  of  crime  for  which  the  culprits  are 
imprisoned ;  according  to  law,  each  prisoner  should  daily  receive 
one  catty  and  a  half  of  rice,  and  twelve  cash,  to  purchase  fuel  and 
other  necessaries.  The  jailors  seldom  give  them  more  than  three 
fourths  of  their  allowance,  and  not  more  than  two  or  three  cash. 
In  warm  weather  a  supply  of  tea  is  provided,  and  in  winter  a  cup 
of  congee  (boiled  rice)  made  into  jelly. 

Clothing  of  a  warm  description  is  provided  in  winter,  also  a 
blanket.  Trousers  and  a  jacket  are  sometimes  given,  and  in  sum- 

mer a  fan.    The  law  makes  no  provision  for  these  extra  things. 
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and  hence  they  are  considered  as  favours  bestowed  on  them^by  tbe 
officers  of  the  prison.  Usage  has  made  it  common  to  confer 
favours,  on  occasion  of  the  birth  of  a  son,  in  the  imperial  family ; 
on  those  occasions  flesh,  fish,  and  wine,  are  distributed  liberally. 
Extortion  and  cruelty  are  practised  on  the  prisoners  to  a  frightful 
extent,  with  impunity ;  each  fresh  prisoner  must  give  money  to  the 

headman,  and  the  cruelties  practised  to  extort  it  are  very'dreadfal. 
There  is  published  in  Canton,  annually,  a  catalogue  of  aQ  the 

government  officers,  attached  to  the  city  and  province,  not  unlike 
our  court  guide.  It  forms  a  volume  of  about  one  hundred  leaves, 
and  contains  the  names  and  ofiScial  history  of  every  officer.  Each 
leaf  is  divided  by  red  lines,  into  eighteen  columns,  separated  into 

an  upper  and  lower  part.  In  the  upper  part  are  given  the  gene- 
alogies of  the  officers,  from  their  great  grandfathers  to  their  great 

grandsons,  and  the  names  of  their  wives  are  also  included,  with 
the  names  of  such  male  relatives  of  their  wives,  as  have  been  or 
are  persons  of  distinction.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  page  are  given 

the  officers'  own  names,  the  time  of  their  birth,  the  year  in  which 
they  became  Siutsai,  which  answers  to  our  B.A.,  and  Kin-jin,  to 
our  M.A.  There  are  158  names  in  this  book,  as  officers,  the  re- 

mainder are  ancestors  and  offspring. 
There  was  published  at  Canton  a  narrative  of  the  birth,  parent- 

age, and  literary  qualifications  acquired  by  the  celebrated  Commis- 
sioner Lin,  whose  remarkable  proceedings  for  the  suppression  of 

the  opium  trade  are  detailed  in  Chapter  IV,,  which  prove  him  to 
be  a  man  of  no  ordinary  ability. 

The  religious  institutions  of  Canton,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
are  numerous,  where  three  separate  degrading  systems  of 
idolatry  are  practised.  The  one  I  visited,  presented  a  dark  and 

melancholy  picture  for  contemplation.  In  beholding  ''  the  three 
precious  Budhas,''  in  the  temple  of  Honan,  I  was  forcibly  struck 
with  the  idea  that,  as  the  devotees  believe  them  to  represent  the 
past,  the  present,  and  future  Budha,  they  may  have  originated 
this  type  of  the  Blessed  Trinity,  in  the  primitive  ages,  in  a  sincere 
belief  and  true  faith. 

From  a  translation  by  Dr.  Bridgraan,  of  the  history  of  these 
temples,  (124  in  number),  the  most  ancient  is  the  middle  of  the 
third  century  of  our  era,  which  strongly  favours  the  belief,  that 
Christianity  was  not  only  taught,  but  practised  in  China,  from  an 
early  period. 

The  number  of  priests  and  nuns  in  these  temples  of  vice,  is  said 
to  be  about  3,000,  of  which  the  latter  are  reckoned  at  one  third 

that  number.  The  estimated  expense  is  computed  at  500,000  dol- 
lars or  £108,333. 

The  charitable  institutions  of  Canton,  as  compared  with  temples, 
in  number  or  support,  exhibit  a  sad  contrast. 

The  foundling  hospital,  founded  in  a.d.  1698,  is  situated  outside 
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i^Q  city^  has  accommodatioii  for  two  or  three  hundred  children^ 
wd  is  xQaintained  at  aa  annual  expense  of  2^500  taels.  The 
retreat  for  the  aged,  infirm,  and  blind,  is  allowed  5,100  taels. 

The  above  sums  are  raised  from  a  tax  levied  on  all  rice  ships, 
which  enter  the  port  of  Canton,  viz.,  620  taels  on  each.  It  is 
stated  that  17,360  taels  have  been  collected  in  one  year,  but  what 
became  of  the  balance,  9,738  taels,  is  not  known.  The  hospital 
for  lepers,  contains  upwards  of  300  patients,  who  are  supported  at 
an  expense  of  300  taels  per  annum*  The  condition  of  the  above 
mis-called  hospitals,  is  represented  as  wretched  in  the  extreme ; 
the  first  is  supplied  with  children  that  have  been  exposed  by  their 
p9j:ents,  and  when  grown  up  (see  page  48,  vol.  i.)  are  sold,  and 
not  unfrequently  for  the  worst  purposes. 

The  manufactories  at  Canton  are  numerous,  but  much  of  the 
goods  required  are  made  at  Fuh-shan,  a  large  town  a  few  miles 
vest  of  Canton.  There  is  no  machinery,  but  the  quantity  of  goods 
aent  to  market  is  very  considerable.  There  are  at  least  17,000, 
men>  women,  and  children,  engaged  in  weaving  silk ;  the  loom  is 
very  simple,  and  the  work  neatly  executed.  The  number  engaged 
in  weaving  cloth  is  over  50,000 ;  they  occupy  2,500  shops,  averag- 

ing twenty  in  each  shop ;  the  females  earn  at  embroidery,  about 
twenty  dollars  a  month ;  shoemakers  are  a  numerous  class,  about 
4»S50.  Those  who  work  in  stone,  brass,  and  iron,  are  numerous, 
find  each  trade  or  calling  are  united  into  guilds  for  mutual 
protection  and  support,  and  have  rules  and  laws  for  regulating 
their  business.  The  printing  and  book  trade  is  very  consider- 

able; but  accurate  returns  are  unavailable  to  shew  its  extent. 
The  barbers  of  Canton  are  numerous ;  strict  regulations  for  their 
protection  are  enforced,  and  each  must  have  a  license  from  the 
headman  of  bis  own  craft.  The  barbers  in  number  are  returned 
at  7,300  at  the  present  time.  There  are  about  2,000  medical 
practitioners ;  the  Chinese  apothecaries  hold  themselves  a  distinct 
class  from  the  physicians.  Surgery  is  really  unknown.  The  dis- 

tinguishing mark  of  medical  men,  and  of  the  literati,  are  the  length 
of  their  nails,  which  show  they  do  no  manual  labour. 

One  of  their  prescriptions  will  illustrate  their  erroneous  views, 
and  prove  how  much  they  stand  in  need  of  enlightment  on  this 
subject. 

^*The  jinseng  and  foo  liquid.  To  regulate  the  breath  and  blood 
of  the  '  Yin  and  Yang,^  let  a  dose  of  the  jinseng  and  foo  (a  medi- 

cinal herb)  be  taken,  prepared  with  boiling  water.^^ 
The  commentary  on  this  is  as  follows.  The  former  part  of  the 

body  when  produced  is  called  the  prior  heaven;  the  latter  the 
subsequent  heaven.  The  constitution  of  the  first  depends  upon 
the  kidneys,  which  are  the  gift  of  the  father  and  mother ;  the 
constitution  of  the  second  depends  upon  the  stomach,  which 

ift  renovated  by  water  and  grain.  The  '  prior  heaven'  is 
the  substance  of  the  primary  substance  in  nature  preeminent  for 
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repoie^  and  t3iei«fore  the  child  enwrapped  wHhiii  tbewori^depenflB 
upon  its  mother's  quietiien  for  nourithment,  and  then  in  ill 
living  breathy  the  divine  concealme&t  and  secret  springs  of  life  MS 
be  tranqml.  The  '  subsequent  heavenV  breath  is  the  use  of  the 
primary  principles  in  nature,  which  is  carried  out  in  mbtton; 
therefore  after  the  nourishment  of  figure^  water  and  grain  tact 
administered  to  it ;  and  in  the  production  of  the  bod y^  the  d$tin^ 
impulse  is  set  in  motion  and  b^ns  to  circulate ;  heaven  litid^an 
unite  their  virtues.  The  two  substrata,  that  is  motion  audlrest, 

are  in  mutual  operation,  whence  the  'latter  heaven's  br^Mi/ 
having  obtained  the  '  former  heaven's  breath/  there  is  life,  st(id 
when  there  is  life  there  is  no  repose ;  but  if  the  former  heiiv^ii'B 
breath  obtains  the  latter,  renovation  commences;  where  there^iir 
renovation,  there  is  no  exhaustion.  If  in  motion  or  at  rest,  ihe 

kidneys  are  injured  by  want  of  care,  the  former  heaven's  breittl^ 
will  be  empty ;  if  eating  and  drinking  be  immoderate,  the  stomtu;]! 

will  be  injured,  and  the  latter  heaven's  breath  be  empty.  Kov^  t6' supply  this  latter  deficiency,  there  is  nothing  equal  to  the  drauglit 

made  from  the  two  ingredients,  jinseng  and  foo.'^ 
If  the  viscera  be  much  weakened,  these  medicines  ̂ ire  es« 

teemed  of  the  first  importance  for  quickly  restoring  the  system  to 
its  wonted  strength.  These  and  some  astrological  opitiions  on  the 
influence  of  the  elements,  like  the  'Ethers  and  Elements^  of 
Heraclitus,  occupy  the  place  of  the  well-established  principles  of 
physiology  and  chemistry  known  amongst  us. 

A  further  proof  of  the  defective  state  of  medical  knowledge  in 
China,  may  be  judged  of,  by  their  native  doctors  administering 
the  pounded  bones  of  the  tiger,  made  into  pills,  in  all  cases  of 
genera]  debility,  on  the  supposition  that  as  the  animal  was  strong, 
bis  bones  must  be  efficacious.  To  alleviate  human  suffering,  and 
establish  some  sound  principles  of  medical  science,  an  American . 
missionary.  Dr.  Parker,  established  an  hospital  at  Canton,  which 
has  been  eminently  useful. 

I  gladly  bear  testimony  to  the  praiseworthy  exertions  of  Dr. 
Parker,  by  whose  perseverance  in  travelling  through  Europe  and 
America,  to  collect  subscriptions  for  its  support,  this  excellent 
and  truly  Christian  institution  has  still  been  maintained. 

Since  the  commencement  in  1838  to  1842,  I  ascertained  trojn, 
its  welUregulated  books  and  regularly  published  reports,  that 
upwards  of  20,000  persons  have  been  relieved  of  their  sufferings. 
And  when  it  is  recollected  that  during  the  greater  portion  of  the 
period  there  was  nothing  but  war  and  strife,  and  a  Native  to  be 
seen  in  company  with  an  Eiu*opean,  endangered  his  life  or  liberty, 
if  such  an  amount  of  good  has  been  rendered  to  our  fellow-beings 
during  this  ever-to-be-lamented  period,  by  one  gifted  Christian, 
what  may  be  expected  from  perfect  freedom  of  intercourse. 

In   1805-^Sui^eon  Alexander  Pierson,  who  was  attached  to 
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tih(^,  Hpaoiun^bJe  J!ast  India  Company^s  &ctory^  naeoesafoUy  intiro-^ 
4^ed  the  art  of  vaccination,  wMch  has  ever  since  been  extended' 
over  the  whole  empire.  The  late  Dr.  Morrison  and  Dr.  LiviDp^* 
Bb^^  opened  aa  infirmary  for  some  poor  Chinese  in  1820,  which 
was  sustained  for  a  short  time,  and  alleviated  much  suffering. 

1327*  Mr.  T.  R.  Colledge,  sturgeon  to  the  East  India  Compauyv 
Q|ie^4  <^  ̂ y^  infirmary  at  Macao,  and  during  the  three  years  of 
i^  cpiitinuance,  afforded  relief  to  4000  patients,  among  whom 
W(e^e  pfersons  of  different  ranks,  and  £rom  distant  parts  of  the 
^DQ^xt^  from  whom  he  received  many,  and  unequivocal  tokens  of 

g|pratitu4eu 
j^  pJTofessor  Kidd,  whose  experience  at  Canton  qualified  him  to 

j^dg^  says  '^  cutaneous  eruptions  of  the  severest  kind  are  very 
common.  Leprosy,  at  least  that  species  of  it  which  I  have  seen, 
isiof  pure  white  very  common,  and  not,  as  far  aa  I  remember  of 
the  copper-coloured  spots  usually  referred  to  in  European  treatises, 
aa  symptomatic  of  this  disease.  From  the  heat  of  the  climate 
and  the  irritation  generated  by  other  causes,  it  is  no  uncommon 
thing  for  hmbs  to  be  destroyed,  and  other  parts  of  the  body 
essentially  injured  by  cutaneous  diseases,  which  ere  long  terminate 
in  death.  There  have  been  principally  four  eminent  writers  on  the 
art  of  medicine  in  China;  one  lived  in  the  third  century  of  this  era. 
He  was  the  originator  of  prescriptions,  but  erred  in  giving  im- 

moderately large  doses  of  medicine.  The  circulation  of  the  blood 
was  recognized  at  an  early  peripd  in  China;  but  almost  all  works 
are  introduced  by  reflections  on  the  system  of  nature,  and  hence 
the  difficulty  of  separating  what  is  fanciful  from  what  has  some 
foundation  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  in  the  smalogies  subsist- 

ing between  them.^^  These  medical  facts  are  stated  to  shew  what 
good  may  be  done  at  Canton  by  European  medical  skill. 

The  prices  of  the  principal  articles  of  food  depend  very  much 
on  the  seasons,  and  various  other  causes,  such  as  inundations  and 
extortions  of  the  local  officers.  The  wages  of  a  field  labourer  is 
about  fourteen  cents,  per  day ;  and  the  hundreds  or  thousands  em- 

ployed on  the  river  do  not  exceed  one  mace :  clerks,  compradors, 
aQd  such  like,  have  five  to  ten  dollars  per  month ;  female  servants 
are  frequently  glad  to  obtain  food  and  clothing  for  their  services. 
The  rent  of  houses  averages  100  dollars  per  annum,  and  a  house 
at  thdt  price  will  accommodate  ten  or  twelve  people,  and  contain 
sit  rooms :  a  similar  one  in  the  country  may  be  rented  at  fifty 
dollars,  includmg  ground-rent  to  government.  A  house  with  two 
rooms  rates  at  lAV dollar  per  month:  hovels  and  boats  constitute 
the  residence  of  the  poorest  class. 

From  thirty  to  sixty  people  are  known  to  inhabit  a  single  house, 
which  of  course  reduces  the  rent  to  each.  A  family  of  ten  per- 

sons can  get  house,  accommodation  and  provisions  for  about  400 
dollars  per  annum,  and  this  includes  clothing  as  well  as  food. 
Cotton   garments  cost  from  four  to  eighteen  dollars,   and  silk 

VOL.    II.  V 
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dMaies  from  ten  to  twra^  each.    A  laboiirer  cim  live  for  nbeat 
two  dollar*  or  two  and  a-half  per  month,  indndjng  doiheft  wA 
rent. 

THB  PRICE  OF  PROVISIONS  IN  CANTON, 

•  • 
•  • Beef  per  catty 

Buffalo  J, 
Tonguesi  each  •  • 
Mutton  per  catty 
Kid'a  flesh 
Pork 
Sauaagea 
Hams 

Pig's  feet 
Kens Capons 
Ducks 
Geese 
TurkieSj  each 
Partridges  „     •• 
Pigeons  per  catty 
PheasantSj  each 
Teal  ,, 
Sole  fish  per  catty 
White  rice  fish  „ 

Oysters Salted  fish 

9f 

II 

$3 

11 11 

II 
»9 

•  t 

ft 
II 

T. 
M. c. a 

T. 

K. 

c. 

a 
0 0 9 0 Toniip*             „       0 0 1 d 
0 0 5 0 Oranges           „      0 0 4 4 
0 1 0 0 Water  cbesnuts         0 0 \ 0 
0 2 4 0 Irish  potatoes,  per 
0 1 3 0 pecul         ..         3 0 0 0 
0 1 0 0 Taro  or  sweet  pota- 
0 I 5 0 toes      ..     ..       1 0 0 0 
0 1 8 0 Yams  per  catty  . .  0 0 3 0 
0 0 9 0 

Rice  per  pecul  1^^  to  3 0 0 0 
0 0 6 8 Wheaten  flour  per 
0 1 1 0 

catty     ..     ,.      0 0 6 0 
0 0 6 8 Bread,  small  loaT«f , 
0 0 8 0 per  loaf    . .     . .  0 0 2 5 
3 0 0 0 

Eggs,  each  . .     . .  0 
0 0 7 

0 1 2 0 Salt  per  catty  2  to 
0 1 0 0 4  candareen     . .  0 0 4 0 
0 8 0 0 Tobacco  per  catty     0 0 4 0 
0 0 1 6 Sugar  candy   „        0 1 Q 0 
0 1 0 0 Ping&            „        0 0 3 0 
0 0 6 0 Charcoal  per  pecul   1 0 0 0 
0 0 5 0 Wood        „              0 1 8 0 
0 1 6 0 Possil  coal  . .     . .  0 2 4 0 

The  money  terms  in  the  foregoing  table  are  taels^  maoe>  can^s- 
^eens^  and  cash  ;  the  tael  is  equiv^ent  in  English  money  to  fivQ 
shillings,  the  mace  to  six  pence,  the  candareen  one  penny;  the 
cash  is  about  one-seventh  of  a  farthing.  The  weights  or  mei^ores 
are  peculs,  and  catties;  the  pecul  is  equal  to  133  pounds^  obc 
pound  avoirdupois  is  equal  to  three-fourths  of  a  catty. 

The  cost  of  a  fast  boat  jQrom  Canton  to  Macao  is  thirty-six 
dollars  for  a  foreigner,  and  for  the  s^me  a  native  will  be  (NoJjr 
charged  nine  dollars.  Postage  one  mace  per  letter,  while  a  iiative 
gives  less  than  three  candareens. 

Notwithstanding  the  abolition  of  the  Hong  monopoly,  by  which 
all  classes  of  natives  are  at  liberty  to  trade,  commerce  still  retaixis 
many  of  its  former  features,  and  dealers  in  particular  articles  i^ 
keep  up  their  old  branches  of  trade.  The  former  Hong  mer- 

chants are  still  the  largest  dealers  in  tea  and  silk  goods,  and. 
caution  is  necessary  in  dealing  with  petty  dealers  who  have  com- 
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ineneed  bui^inesd.  A  large  proportion  of  foreign  trade  with  Chfnft 
will  retnain  aft  Canton  for  i^ome  years,  owing  to  the  acquaintance 
crabsisting  between  the  native  and  foreign  merchants,  and  the 
nnmerous  sutizans  at  Canton  who  find  a  market  for  their  labour. 
The  geographical  position  of  Canton,  its  fine  river  aaid  harbour  at 
Whampoa,  and  the  policy  of  the  Chinese  government  in  driving 
foreign  commerce  to  the  extremity  of  the  empire,  have  contri- 

buted to  render  it  the  scene  of  an  active,  domestic,  and  foreign 
tarade — wh^re  productions  of  every  part  of  China  may  be  ex- 

changed for  those  of  other  regions. 
Kwangtung  (or  Canton)  province  sends  to  the  city  silks,  rice, 

fish,  salt,  fruits,  vegetables,  smd  various  kinds  of  fancy  wood, 
silver,  iron,  pearls,  cassia,  and  betel  nut.  From  Fookem  are  im- 

ported nearly  all  the  black  teas,  camphor,  sugar,  indigo,  tobacco, 
paper,  lacquered  ware,  grass-cloth,  minerals,  wooUen  and  cotton 
cloths  of  various  kinds. 

Chekeang  province  sends  to  Canton  the  best  silks,  paper,  fans, 
wines,  dates,  golden  flowered  hams,  and  a  most  expensive  tea 
cfalled  lung^tsing-cha.  Keatiffnan,  now  divided  into  two  pro- 

vinces, Ganhwuy  and  Kimffsoo,  with  a  population  of  seventy-two 
iiilfions,  although  at  a  great  distance  from  Canton,  sends  a  large 
quantity  of  green  teas  and  silks,  which  obtain  high  prices.  From 
Sbaniung,  come  fruits,  drugs,  wines,  which  are  brought  down  the 
cbaiiA;  to  Canton,  and  paid  for  in  a  coarse  description  of  clothing, 
as  the  inhabitants  are  very  poor.  From  Chihle,  dates,  ginsing, 
raisins,  skins,  wines,  venison,  drugs  and  tobacco  are  sent  to 
Canton,  and  cloths,  clocks,  watches,  and  sundry  other  articles  of 
foreign  imports  are  returned.  Shanse  sends  skins,  wines,  ardent 
spirits  and  musk.  Shense,  with  a  population  of  ten  millions,  sup- 

ports a  lavge  Irade  with  Canton,  and  sends  brass,  iron,  precious 
stones,  and  drugs ;  and  takes  in  return  cotton  and  woollen  cloths, 
books,  and  wines.  Kansuh  sends  gold,  quicksilver,  musk,  and 
tobacco.  Szeekuen  sends  gold,  iron,  tin,  musk,  and  a  great  quan- 

tity of  drugs.  Yunnan  supplier  the  shops  of  Canton  with  iron, 

Inrass,  peacocks'  feathers;  and  receives  cotton  and  woollen  cloths, books  and  tobacco. 

KwanffH  has  a  peculation  of  seven  million,  and  supplies  rice 
in  large  quantities,  and  takes  both  native  and  foreign  productions. 
Kweiehoo  the  central  province,  sends  gold,  lead,  tobacco  and  drugs. 
Hoonan  and  Hoopih,  two  provinces,  supply  liarge  quantities  of 
rhubarb,  hemp,  honey,  tobacco  and  a  great  variety  of  singing 
birdbs.  Kiai^si  sends  ooarse  cloth,  hemp.  China-ware,  drugs,  &c. 
l%e  productions  of  Hoonan  are  nearly  similar  to  those  of  the 
former  named  province. 

Whampoa,  tihe  anchorage  for  foreign  shipping,  is  in  23^  6*3(y 
nx»Pth  latitude,  sbout  fourte^i  miles  east  of  Canton.     It  is  a  lai^e 

safe  anchorage,  land  locked,  sunrotmded  by  picturesque  scenery,  * 
and  abounds  in  supplies  of  meat,  poultry,  fish,  vegetables  and  fruits. 

u2 
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The  geology  of  the  coontryj  between  the  city  and  the  ocean; 
partakes  of  a  primitive  character,  and  the  nsoal  accompaniments  of 
the  presence  of  such  rocks  are  seen  in  the  insulated  and  barren 
peaks  which  line  the  coast.  On  the  north  side  of  the  river  the 
country  rises  into  hills,  which  are  formed  of  a  compact  graywacke, 
probably  belonging  to  the  lower  secondary  class  of  rocks.  It  is 
fine  grained,  and  contains  a  large  proportion  of  quartz.  Lying 
beneath  the  graywacke,  is  the  old  red  sandstone.  This  stratum 
is  found  varying  from  a  bright  red,  fine  grained  rock,  to  a  coarse 
conglomerate,  ftiU  of  large  pebbles  of  quartz. 

It  is  seen  outcropping  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  a  short  distance 
below  the  factories,  and  from  thence  it  extends  southward  for  many 
miles.  This  stratum  also  extends  eastward,  and  most  of  the  hilk 
between  Canton  and  Whampoa,  have  this  rock  for  a  substratum, 
with  the  graywacke  above.  Below  the  sandstone  is  found  tbe 
granite.  This  rock  outcrops  more  and  more  as  the  river  descends 
towards  the  sea,  until,  below  the  Bogue,  it  is  the  only  stratum. 
The  subspecies  are  numerous,  and  in  some  places  it  passes  into 
gneiss  and  homblend.  The  usual  variety,  however,  is  a  dark 
coloured  fine  grained  rock,  somewhat  fissile.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  the  granite  is  found  raising  up  into  peaks,  ranging  in  heigixt 
from  1,200  to  2,000  feet. 

The  minerals  as  yet  discovered  in  these  different  strata,  are  in- 
considerable, consisting  only  of  crystals  of  felspar,  quartz,  and 

pyrites,  which  occur  sparingly  in  the  granite. 
Coal  is  plentiful  and  extensively  used,  (see  vol.  i.  p.  100}.^ 
The*  soil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Canton  is  mostly  alluvial,  but 

on  the  declirity  of  the  hills,  it  is  decomposed  sandstone,  and  of  a 
red  colour.  On  ascending  the  hills,  the  soil  is  found  more  nearly 
primitive,  and  consists  mostly  of  the  decomposed  rock  underneath. 
The  number  of  islands  which  have  been  formed  by  depositions,  is 
said  to  amount  to  several  hundreds.  On  these  islands,  great  mim- 
bers  of  erratic  blocks  of  rocks  are  found,  weighing  several  tons. 

The  climate  of  Canton,  taking  it  all  the  year,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  oppressive  heats  from  June  to  September,  is  not  unfavour- 
able to  health,  especially  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  position 

is  in  latitude  20^  T  north.  It  is  found  that  ihe  mean  annual 
temperature  of  Canton,  is  what  more  generally  prevails  in  the  80th 
parallel.  Europeans  who  have  long  resided  at  Canton  and  Macao, 
state  that  the  cold  in  winter  is  most  invigorating.  Snow  fell  one 
winter,  a  few  years  ago ;  it  being  an  unusual  occurrence,  the  Can- 

tonese, as  usual,  prognosticated  some  evil  would  follow.  The 
longevity  of  the  inhabitants  is  not  great,  but  this  may  partly  arise 
from  their  excessive  sensuality,  and  the  extreme  destitution  they 
are  subject  to  in  seasons  of  distress,  inundations,  &c.   , 

The  following  table  shews  the  range  of  the  thermometer  and 
barometer  for  ten  years,  at  Canton. 
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Table  ov  Mbtborolooical  Avbbaoxs. — ObservoHmu  m^  the 
ihermameier  and  barometer,  far  the  year  1831.  The  werage^ 
were  takem  at  Cantom  and  Macao. 

Table  lit. 

Thermoma- ter  at 
Canton. 

Table  Sod. 

Tbennoine- terat 
MaoM. 

Table  Srd 
Barometer  at 

Canton. 
Table  4tb. 

Barometer  at 
Macao. 

d 

•1 1  • 

:b i 
8 
e s i 

1** 

0L 

C4 t a 
a 

8 

«B 

m 

s s i 
& 

t 
> 

9 

X 

w 

? 
^ 

& 
S S 

CO 

01 

35 

•1 

S 

11 

< < < < 

January,    .... 64 50 

75 

29 

62 65 

72 

53 

30 22 

30 
50 

30 

00 

30 26 

30 

50 

30 

05 

February » • 

57 

49 

78 

38 
59 

59 

71 

49 30 13 

30 

50 

29 

60 

30 13 

30  40 

29 

97 

March  • • » 

72 

60 

82 

44 

66 

69 
77 

55 30 

17 

30 

50 

29 

95 30 

ao 
3U 48 

30 

Q5 

ApriL    . 
May.    . 

• 0 
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68 

86 
55 
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03 
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29 
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14 

30  36 
29 
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December  . 
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52 
70  45 

62 65 70 

57 

30 

23 

30 35 30 

15 

30 23  80 

[31
 

30 

15 

The  average  of  rain  is  the  mean  of  its  fall  at  Macao,  during 
sixteen  years,  from  an  account  by  Mr.  Beale.  The  number  of 
rainy  days,  and  continuance  of  tvinds,  are  the  mean  offnar 
years,  at  Canton,  taken  from  the  diary  of  the  Canton  Register. 

Table  5th. 

Hygrometer at  Macao. 

Table  6tb. 
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The  TestrictioiiB  on  foreigners  'at  Canton  now  confine  them  to 
tie  **  Hongs/'  that  is,  to  a  few  feet  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  com- 

pared with  which  the  filthiest  part  of  Wapping  would  be  respect- 
able and  bearable.  This  is  shewn  bj  the  following  recent  p»)cla- 

mation  from 

^'  The  acting  district  magistrate  of  Nan-hae,  raised  ten  steps,  re* 
(xuded  ten  times,  bearing  by  imperial  authority  the  title  of  sub^ 
prefect,  and  promoted  to  the  prefecture  of  Lo-ting-chow^  hereby 
issues  his  orders  and  prohibitions. 

"  Whereas,  of  the  foreigners  who  come  to  Yue  (Canton)  to  trade, 
only  the  head-merchants  and  their  assistants  are  permitted  to  come 
to  the  Hongiy  the  others,  sailors,  &c.,  are  all  not  allowed  to 
come  on  shore ;  and  even  the  head-merchants  and  their  assistants 
may  not  presume  to  go  to  other  places. 

"  As  the  triennial  military  examinations  are  now  at  hand,  and  as 
it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  foreigners  may,  without  ceremony, 
go  to  the  eastern  parade-ground  to  look  at  the  horse  and  foot 
archery ;  and  that,  there  being  a  great  crowd,  they  may  at  once 
madly  and  fiercely  have  recourse  to  blows  and  wound  the  people; 
or  that  when  the  trials  in  arehery  are  gcnng  on,  that  the  foreigners, 
not  being  skffled  in  evading  them^  may  be  wounded  by  the  arrows ; 
it  is  therefore  fitting  that  a  prohibitory  proclamation  be  issued* 

'*  For  this  reason,  I  now  issue  my  commands  to  the  Hong-mer- 
chants,, linguists,  and  the  various  Te-poos,  to  the  boat-people^  and 

the  chair-l^arers.  Let  all,  acting  in  obedience  h^eto,  and  main- 
taining the  laws>  transmit  my  commands  to  tJie  foreigners,,  and 

not  allow  them  to  repair  to  the  eastern  Parade-ground  to  view  the 
archery.  If  any  one  should  dare  to  offer  a  wilful  opposition,  I 
shall  certainly  have  the  Hong-merchants  and  linguists  brought 
before  me,  prosecuted,  and  punished^  The  boat-people  and  chair- 
bearers  are  also  not  allowed  presumptuously  to  carry  the  foreigners 
to  the  place^  to  look  on.  If  any  of  them  should  disobey,  they  will, 
as  soon  as  they  are  found  out,  be  immediately  apprehended  and 
severely  dealt  with.  Let  all  yield  a  Reverential  obedience.  Do  not 

oppose  thia  especial  edict.'' 
25th  October,  1846. 

A  true  translation  of  a  proclamation  posted  on  the  13th  Novem- 
ber, in  front  of  the  Consoo  House. 

John  A.  T.  Meadows, 
Public  TVanslator. 

Such  are  the  modes  in  which  the  Treaty  of  Nankin  is  violated. 
Our  merchants  are  now,  in  fact,  in  a  worse  position  than  they  were 
before  the  war. 

The  trade  of  Canton  is  given  at  page  149.  The  consular  regu^ 
lations  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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AMOY. 

Amot  is  the  principal  emporium  of  the  prorince  of  FooJbein. 
The  harbour  is  in  the  south-westem  comer  of  a  oonsideyabiB 

bay,  in  which  are  two  large  and  many  small  islands.  The  largest 
and  westernmost  island,  named  Amoy,  forms  the  northern  limit 
of  the  harbour,  which  is  sheltered  on  the  east  by  the  smaUer 
of  the  two  principal  islands,  while  the  mainland  sh^teni  it  on  tiie 
w«8t  and  south.  The  town  of  Amoy  (Heamun)  is  sitoated  attiie 
south  end  of  the  larger  island,  and  the  anchorage  is  immediately 
in  front  of  the  houses.  The  bay  and  harbour  will  easily  acoom- 
modate  from  70  to  100  vessels,  the  access  and  egress  is  easy.  The 
entrance  to  the  inner  harbour  is  by  a  channel,  675  to  840  yards 
across,  firom  Amoy  to  Kulangsu.  On  approaching  Amoy  from  the 
southward.  Chapel  Island,  called  by  the  Chinese  Tnngting,  and 

situated  in  latitude  24P  W  3''  north,  and  longitude  UdP  13'  b" 
east,  or  9'  44i'  east  of  the  south-west  point  of  Kulang-su,  may  be 
seen  from  four  to  five  leagues ;  it  has  an  even  sur^e,  is  aboat 
200  feet  high,  and  its  circumference  three  cables.  It  is  perforated 
at  its  south-east  extreme,  which  shows  when  it  bears  E.,  N.E.,  or 
W.,  S.W.  When  in  its  neighbourhood,  a  pagoda  will  be  seen, 
which  is  elevated  1,720  feet  above  the  sea,  and  is  a  good  mark  for 
the  entrance. 

Thb  Position  and  General  Government  op  Amoy. —  The 

city  of  Amoy  is  situated  in  latitude  24P 10' 3'' north,  and  longitude 
118^  13'  5''  east,  or  9'  44''  east  of  the  south-west  point  of  Kulang-su, 
and  may  be  seen  by  vessels  five  leagues  distance.  It  is  built  at 
the  mouth  of  two  rivers,  the  one  on  the  south-west  side  communi- 

cating with  the  large  and  wealthy  city  of  Tchang-chaw-foo,  thirty 
miles  distant  only ;  that  in  the  north  side  flows  through  a  very 
populous  district. 

A  ridge  of  hills  about  600  feet  high,  skirt  the  city  with  broken 
and  abrupt  eminences,  covered  with  boulder  stones.  The  houses 
are  built  on  a  declivity,  sloping  to  the  harbour.  The  outer  town 
is  divided  from  the  city  by  a  chain  of  rocks,  with  a  paved  pass  to 
a  covered  gateway  at  the  summit,  and  skirted  by  the  outer  har- 

bour ;  the  city  is  bounded  by  the  inner  harbour  and  an  estuary, 
which  deeply  indents  the  island.  The  city,  including  the  outer 
town  and  north-east  suburb,  is  supposed  to  be  about  nine  miles  in 
circumference.  The  citadel  which  commands  the  inner  town  and 
suburb,  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference ;  the  walls  castellated ; 
fifteen  to  thirty  feet  high,  according  to  the  inequality  of  the  ground, 
and  with  an  inner  rampart  all  the  way  around,  except  where  the 
houses  are  close  to  the  wall.  There  are  four  gates,  with,  as  usual* 
to  each,  an  exterior  gate  at  right  angles  to  the  inner  gate  as  an  out- 

work. The  citadel  is  commanded  by  hills  about  a  mile  distant. 
The  district  is  governed  by  the  Taotitai,  who  is  the  Intendant  of 
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a  circuit  comprising  three  large  cities;  he  resides  chiefly  at  Amoy, 
and  is  a  shrewd  and  intelligent  Tartar^  of  the  second  order  of  the 
Blue  Button ;  his  salary  is  about  £1^300  sterling  per  annum. 

The  pblice  is  under  the  Hai-Fang  (magistrate)^  his  salary  is  un- 
<Msrtam9(1die  present  official  paid  12^000  dollars  for  his  appointment)^ 
bttt  he  is  punreyor  of  provisions  for  the  troops. 

The  customs  are  superintended  by  the  Hai  Keon^  who  is  generalfy 
m  military  officer ;  and  remains  only  six  months  in  office ;  the  entire 
of  the  business  is  generally  attended  to  by  old  officials ;  but  the 
present  Hai-Keon  is  stated  to  be  a  very  intelligent^  obliging 
officer. 

The  Chinese  naval  force  of  Amoy  is  governed  by  an  admiral  who 
is  of  the  first  order  of  the  Bed  Button;  and  his  force  consists  of 
about  twenty  junks^  mounting  from  six  to  fourteen  guns  each^ 
these  vessels  are  built  at  Puh-choo-foo;  for  Chinese  war-vessels 
they  are  well  equ^>ped,  some  having  their  guns  mounted  on  slides. 

The  admiral  frequently,  on  returning  from  his  periodical  cruises, 
cTeports  that  he  had  great  encounters  with  pirates,  but  they  do  not 
sppear  to  fear  his  prowess,  as  they  are  a  most  formidable  and 
numerous  gang. 

The  military  force  is  commanded  by  the  Chamfoo ;  it  consists 
of  &,000  men ;  a  muster  takes  place  twice  a  year,  when  they  are 
exerdsed:  the  force  is  divided  into  five  battalions,  viz. — 

The  centre  commanded  by  the  Chamfoo  or  Colonel;  1st  rear 
battalion  by  the  lieutenant  colonel;  2nd  ditto,  by  ditto;  two  wings 
each  by  ditto.  Each  battalion  has  one  captain,  two  lieutenants, 
850  matchlockmen,  850  bowmen,  240  spearmen,  and  40  gunners. 

The  colonel  receives  120  dollars  per  month;  lieutenant-colonel 
80  dollars ;  captain  60  dollars ;  and  lieutenant  40  dollars.  The 
privates  have  very  small  pay,  and  receive  one  pound  and  a  quarter 
of  rice  per  diem,  and  one  jacket  per  annum.  When  not  required 
for  duty,  the  privates  are  allowed  to  attend  to  their  own  business. 

The  municipal  government  is  weak  and  inefficient,  and  may  be 
styled  one  of  fraud ;  and,  in  individual  cases,  of  force.  The  autho- 

rities could  not  quell  a  riot,  and  confficts  occur  in  the  streets  at- 
tended with  bloodshed.  The  strongest  party  receive  bribes  to  re- 

main quiet.  A  great  difficulty  presents  itself  in  bringing  the 
authorities  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty  towards  foreigners. 
Amoy  contains  about  250,000  souls,  the  greater  part  of  whom 

are  engaged  in*  the  coasting  trade ;  it  is  admirably  situated  for  both 
the  foreign  and  native  trade,  having  deep  water  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  houses ;  the  junks  lie  in  tiers,  and  extend  for  more  than  a 
mile  off  the  town.  The  streets  are  narrow,  and  in  many  places 
fi]thy,  and  the  houses  indicate  a  place  falling  to  decay.  Mr.  T. 

Lay,  Her  Majesty's  consul^  said,  that  opium  was  ruining  the  city, 
and  "  hamstringing  the  whole  nation/'  The  buildings  at  Amoy, 
called  Hachong,  forming  the  establishment  of  the  sab-prefect, 
were  so  spacious  as  to  furnish  ample  quarters  for  the  whole  of  Her 
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Majeatj't  66tk  regiment.  The  commaQdiuif a  office  near  iSoA 
■ontlieni  gate,  wae  occapted  by  the  sappers  and  miners ;  the  Adwi* 
nd's  office  in  the  dtadel  is  an  immense  building,  and  was  mof^  thaa 
Nifficient  for  the  18th  regiment  and  staff;  and  near  this  was  the 
residence  of  the  Bear  Admiral  of  Formosa,  a  titnlar  guardian  and 
Duke  of  the  empire.  Outside  the  Ibrt  is  the  intendantf s  office,  and 
near  it  a  foundry.  Lai^e  quantities  of  timber  were  seen  in  the 
nary  yard. 

On  our  taking  possession  of  Amoy,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
ishind,  upon  which  the  city  of  Amoy  stands,  was  a  battery  more 
than  1,100  yards  long,  with  a  wall  fourteen  feet  at  the  base, 
mounting  ninety  guns :  opposite  this  was  another  fort  and  battery 
of  forty*two  guns;  and  westward  were  several  others.  The  kmg 
battery  was  found  to  be  a  masterly  piece  of  work,  and  would  do 
credit  to  European  engineers.  There  were  five  arsenals  with 
large  quantities  of  powder,  and  materials  for  makix^  more ;  a  con* 
siderable  stock  of  gingals,  matchlocks,  varieties  of  firo'-arms, 
swords,  bows  and  arrows,  spears,  shields,  and  military  clothing. 
There  was  also  a  foundry  with  moulds  and  materials  for  casting 
ordnance.  The  guns  captured  by  us  on  the  26th  August,  1841, 
without  any  nameable  loss  on  our  side,  were  on  Amoy  island  211, 
on  Kulungsoo  76,  batteries  south  west  side  of  bay  41,  Littib 
Gh>uve  16. 

Total  mounted        843 
Total  not  mounted  167 

600 

Of  these  4  were  86  pounders,  2  of  48  lbs.,  6  ci  841b6.^  aad  one 
24  pounder. 

The  Bstsnue  ani>  Taxes  of  Amoy. — ^The  houses  of  the  eity 
of  Am<^  are  divided  into  eighteen  districts,  and  over  each  is  a 
Tepoo,  or  hea4  man,  who  registers  the  inhabitants,  and  is  entrusted 
with  the  peace  and  good  older  of  his  district;  the  gates  of  each 
street  are  shut  at  night.  The  houses  are  divided  into  three 
classes ;  the  first  ̂ ass  pay  annually  two  dollars  and  a  half,  second 
cUss  one  dollar  and  a  half,  third  class  one  dollar :  this  tax  is  col-* 
lected  by  the  T0PO00,  and  handed  over  to  the  Hai  Feng^  The  recog-< 
nized  taxes  are  a  house,  poll  and  a  land  tax.  The  authorities 
privately  derive  an  iinconae  from  many  sources^  which  are  most  op* 
presaive  and  extortiomtte,  opium  houses,  gambling  houses,  and 
Uoenses  to  fi>]?eign  Junius,  or  junks  trading  abroad;  the  perver&don 
of  justice  is  said  to  be  one  al  the  perquisites  of  office.  The  Chi- 

nese always  expressed  the  greatest  astonishment,  that  no  presents 
were  recei^red  aftw  the  recovery  of  their  debts  from  Sn^iab 
9hjp9^ 
Th»  Morality  and  Slavbuy  op  the  Inkabitants,  of 

Ahoy,— Captain  GriU>le,  the  latq  consul,  states,  the  morals  of  the 
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people  ftre  at  the  lowest  possible  ebb ;  murdeFi  robbery,  and  child- 
morder,  are  most  frequent,  the  latter  fearfully  so  j  great  pains 
h$^ye  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  child-'iiiurder  p^ 
aiinum,  and  from  the  best  sources  it  appears  to  amount  to  40  per 
eent.  of  the  females  which  are  destroyed  immediately  after  birth* 
The  common  price  of  a  girl  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  is  £rom  80  to 
120  dollars. 

Dr.  Gutzlaffj  Chinese  Secretary  to  the  British  OoYomment,  and 

€^e  of  the  best  Chinese  scholars,  thus  speaks  of  Amoy.  ̂ ^  I  was 
shocked  at  the  spectacle  of  a  new-born  babe,  which  shortly  before 
had  been  killed,  and  in  answer  to  a  question,  the  bystanders  an- 

swered ^it  is  only  a  girl/"  On  our  occupation  of  Amoy,  we 
observed  a  house  called  a  foundling  hospital,  and  near  it  a  pond 
green  with  duck  weed,  in  which  were  discovered  the  bodies  of  seve- 

ral infants,  sewed  up  in  mats,  which  had  been  recently  drowned. 
It  is  a  general  custom  in  this  district  to  drown  female  infants 

immediately  after  birth ;  even  respectable  families  seldom  take  the 
trouble,  as  they  express  themselves,  to  rear  these  useless  girls  i 
the  numerous  emigration  of  the  male  population  renders  it  proba- 

ble, that  their  daughters  would  not  be  married,  if  permitted  to 
live ;  they  therefore  select  this  as  the  shortest  way  to  avoid  rear-* 
ing  them.  The  unnatural  crime  is  sq  c(»nmon  among  them^  that 
it  is  perpetrated  without  either  feeling  or  remorse.  Neither  the 
government^  nor  the  moral  sayings  of  their  si^es,  have  put  a  stop 
to  this  infamous  system.  The  birth  of  a  boy  is  considered  a  n^ost 
fortunate  event  in  a  family,  and  no  care  is  too  great  for  him ;  the 
traffic  in  females  is  too  disgustiijig  to  detail,  the  facts  are  revolting 
to  humanity. 

Kulangsu  is  situated  opposite  to,  and  commands  the  town  oi 
Amoy.  The  island  is  of  an  irregular  oval  form,  stretching  nearly 
east  and  west,  and  is  about  two  miles  long,  and  nearly  four  io, 
circumference.  It  is  naturally  barren^  but  in  several  places  c»xe- 
folly  cultivated,  and  good  water  is  procurable  by  digging  onl^  a 
few  feet  from  the  surface.  The  geological  formation  is.  similar  ixh 
that  of  Hong  Kong,  viz.,  rotten  ̂ anite,.  and  red  sandstone;  the 
former  predominating,  and  crumbhng  tp  the  touch.  The  north-^ 
east  and  eastern  sides  of  the  island  are  represented  at  all  times  mosl 
unhealthy,  but  particularly  during  the  south-west  monsoQu;  fever 
and  cholera  prevail  to  an  alarming  extent.  The  only  production) 
is  the  sweet  potatoe.  The  inhabitants  of  Amoy  and  S^nlaQgsi^ 
are  dependent  on  the  neighbouring  island  of  ]fom;M>saj^  for  almost 
all  the  necessaries  of  life.  There  is,  however,  an  ̂ tive  native  com-^ 
merce;  no  portion  of  China,  of  the  sa;me  extent,  can  surpass  the 
natives;,  in  wealth  and  enterprise.  Their  junk%  which  are  distin- 

guished from  the  j.unks  of  all  other  provinces  by  being  painted 
green  at  the  bow,  and  are  termed  green  heg-ds,  (the  Canton  junl^^s 
are  called  red-heads^)  may  be  nij^t  with  all  along  the  coast  of  China. 

I^ulangsu  is  distinguished  by  a  pile  of  rooks,^  forming  its  sum* 
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mit,  of  immense  tise  and  completely  disintegrated.  The  most 
remarkable  things  met  with  on  the  island  are  the  tombstones  of 
some  Englishmen^  who  appear  to  have  been  interred  there  upwards 
of  150  years  ago,  the  well-known  characteristic  custom  of  the  Chi- 

nese in  paying  respect  to  the  dead,  is  here  strikingly  developed, 
as  the  stones  were  a  few  years  ago  replaced,  and  their  present  ap- 

pearance shews  they  are  still  attended  to.  An  English  captain  of 

one  of  the  vessels  at  Amoy,  received  the  epithet  of ''  Old  Mortality/' 
firom  his  praiseworthy  endeavours  to  re-engrave  the  almost  worn- 
out  inscriptions  on  these  tombstones,  and  thus  to  preserve  the 
names  of  our  enterprising  countrymen,  who  perished  in  a  foreign 
land. 

Thb  imports  and  exports  op  Amot. — The  dty  of  Amoy  is 
a  large  entrepdt,  and  likely  to  continue  so.  The  Native  imports 
from  sea  are: — Bice  from  Formosa  in  large  quantities;  sugar 
from  ditto ;  camphor  from  ditto ;  and  from  Fuh-chow,  alum  and 
cotton  from  Shanghai ;  which  is  finer  than  the  Indian ;  the  staple 
is  short,  and  the  Bengal  cotton  is  required  to  mix  with  it,  although 
in  the  north  the  native  is  preferred.  The  cotton  arrives  in 
November  and  December;  grain,  pulse,  oil-cake,  and  a  coarse 
description  of  cotton  goods  are  imported  from  the  northern  ports. 

The  foreign  imports  are,  Bengal  and  Bombay  cotton,  (Bengal 
preferred)  English  cotton  goods  of  every  description ;  cotton  yam, 
iron,  lead,  steel,  betelnut;  liquid  indigo  from  Manilla,  pepper, 

rattans,  rice,  and  grain,  beche-de-mer,  sharks'  fins,  bufiMo  horns, 
deers*  ditto. 

Thb  Native  exports  op  Amoy,  are  camphor,  sugar  in  tiibs 
from  Formosa,  and  also  from  the  large  sugar  district  of  Tehang 
chow-foo,  conveyed  hence  to  Shanghai  and  the  gulf  of  Ptche  le. 
Sugar  candy  of  the  finest  quality  and  much  cheaper  than  at  Can- 

ton. Earthenware  to  the  straits  of  Malacca.  Paper  umbrellas 
(25,000  in  one  ship)  paper,  joss  paper,  joss  stick,  &c.  and  a  great 
variety  of  sundries  for  the  consumption  of  the  Chinese  settled  at 
other  ports. 

Amoy  is  within  fifteen  days  porterage  of  the  large  congou  tea 
country,  and  is  therefore  well  adapted  for  exporting  that  very  ex- 

tensive article  of  commerce. 

Circulating  medium. — doubloons,  guilders,  and  many  Spanish 
and  Dutch  coins  are  in  frequent  use.  The  Spanish  and  Mexican 
dollars,  with  the  rupee,  are  the  current  coins. 

The  native  superintendent  of  trade  at  Amoy  made  the  following 

representation  to  his  government  in  July,  1844.  '^Amojr  has 
hitherto  paid  90,000  taels  per  annum  in  Customs,  which  is  one- 
half  of  all  the  receipts  throughout  the  whole  province.  But  on 
account  of  the  disturbance  of  the  barbarians,  this  sum  has  for 
two  years  not  been  collected.  It  is  therefore  thought  necessary, 
notwithstanding  the  presence  of  the  alien  craft,  under  the  present 
financid  pressure^  to  have  the  stipulated  quota  raised.    The  island 
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of  Eulangsu  is  close  to  Amoy^  and  there  is  much  intercourse  with 
the  barbarians — ^if  the  barbarian  eye  does  not  restrain  them^  the 
mandarins  cannot  remain  in  those  places.  The  custom-house 
that  formerly  existed  at  Kulangsu  was  removed^  as  it  was  appre- 

hended^ that  traitorous  natives  would  have  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  barbarians  and  de&aud  the  revenue;  since  that  time 
matters  have  gone  on  well. 

*'  Most  of  the  large  establishments  have  been  ruined  on  account 
of  the  war^  and  merchants  who  come  from  other  provinces  to  Amoy, 
cannot  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  barbarians  throw  away 
their  fears^  and  this  is  the  reason  why  the  duties  last  year  only 
amounted  to  34^000  taels.  As  Kulangsu  will  be  restored  to  us^  we 
will  make  arrangements  for  levying  the  customs  in  the  same  man- 

ner as  of  old. 

'*  Paouchang^  Tartar  general  of  the  Fuhchoo  garrison  and  super- 
intendent of  customs^  makes  this  representation  to  thp  Emperor .'' 

Captain  Gribble,  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  able  consuls 
we  have  had  in  China,  and  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  a  great 
part  of  the  preceding  remarks,  has  also  favoured  me  with  the  fol- 

lowing observations.  "  There  are  a  few  causes  which  still  interfere 
with  the  English  trade  at  the  port  of  Amoy.  The  merchants  there, 
and  at  other  places  near  it,  have  partners  resident  at  Canton; 
these  have  established  hongs  or  companies,  and  their  known 
stability  enables  them  to  obtain  credit  from  the  wealthy  merchants 
at  Canton,  who  allow  them  to  hypothecate  goods,  chargeable  with 
a  small  rate  of  interest  per  mensem,  from  j-  to  1  per  cent ;  goods 
are  thus  easily  obtained ;  the  transit  is  moderate,  and  the  Canton 
merchant,  who  has  advanced  either  the  goods  or  the  money  to 
purchase  them,  has  his  parser  also  on  the  coast,  who  retains  the 
lien  till  the  advance  is  repaid.  By  the  distribution  of  goods  at  a 
greater  number  of  ports,  this  system  will  eventually  be  superseded^ 
as  the  goods  will  be  laid  down  cheaper  than  they  can  be  procured 
from  Canton,  and  the  Chinese  merchant  has  only  to  turn  his 
capital  in  a  new  direction,  to  those  vast  territories  which  lie  at  a 
distance  from  the  great  thoroughfare,  and  to  the  westward  of  the 
Yangtzekangk 

"  Secondly — ^the  two  great  staples,  tea  and  silk,  are  the  principal 
mode  of  remittance  for  English  and  foreign  manufactures,  and  we 
require  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Chinese,  mid  to 
penetrate  farther  into  their  country  to  investiffote  their  internal 
resources,  and  to  procure  some  equivalent  for  manufactures  which 
are  largely  sought  for,  and  which  can  be  put  into  their  hands  at 
a  cheaper  rate  than  their  native  products.  This  is  very  applicable 
to  Canton,  Amoy,  and  Shanghai,  which  have  the  large  manufac- 

turing districts  of  Fahshan,  Tchang  chow  foo,  and  Soochaw  foo 
at  a  short  distance.  Opium  is  taken  in  barter  for  tea  at  Canton, 
and  silk  at  Shanghai;  and  it  is  sold  in  every  part  of  Amoy ;  the 
boats  ply  as  commonly  as  the  ferry  boats.     It  is  carried  through 
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the  etreett,  and  it  k  reported  that  the  ma&dsrins  receire  aWnt 
6d.  steriing  per  ball.  At  Amoy  the  coBsumptioii  is  150  etaests 
per  mondi,  at  an  average  of  £170  sterling  per  diest^  ftad  all  is 
pnrchaaed  with  ready  money. 

**  Thefe  are  two  stations  north  of  Amoy^  one  eighty  miles  distant^ 
Chin  Chew  from  whence  Fnh  choo  foo  is  siqp^ed  with  oottoti^ 
and  cotton  goods^  and  Chimmo  forty  miles  to  the  south*  Tbe 
demand  at  these  stations  for  opium  is  larger  than  at  Amoy.  At 
present  there  appears  to  be  a  drain  for  the  money  and  siiver  from 

Amoy  to  pay  for  opium/' 

PUHCHOO-FOO. 

Tbb  province  of  Fookein^  originally  called  the  Bam  countiy^  is 
bounded  on  the  £.^  by  the  sea ;  on  the  N.^  by  tbe  depavtmentft  of 
Funning  and  Kienning ;  on  the  W.^  by  Yungchun ;  on  the  B.>  by 
Hinghwa.  It  is  the  smallest^  but  most  industrious^  and^  p^i^ps^ 
wealthy  province  in  the  empire ;  being  famed  tor  its  tiude^  fi^- 
eries^  and  navigation.  The  air  is  warm^  pure^  and  heditibiy;  itn- 
principal  productions  are,  black  tea,  musk,  precious  stones,  quick- 

silver, iron,  tin,  silk,  h«np,  various  fruits,  including  oranges,  whicAi- 
have  the  delicious  flavour  of  Muscat  grapes.  The  city  of  Fuhobeo, 
the  capital  of  the  province,  and  of  ̂ e  department,  atands  dbotit 
thirty-five  miles  from  the  sea,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Min,  in 
lat.  2ff'  (Xy  24!'  N.,  K  long.  U9P  26'.  Five  miles  westward  is 
Fagoda  Iriand,  where  the  river  re-unites  with  a  branch  that  had 
separated  from  it  several  miles  above  the  city.  Th^e  is  a  range 
of  hills  and  mountains,  farming  near]y  an  amphitheatre,  distant 
abovt  four  miles  from  the  eity,  running  from  1,000  to  5,000  feet, 
highest  range ;  N.N.E.  the  river  flows  along  the  base  of  hills  W. 
to  S.  The  plain  around  the  city  is  about  four  miles  wide,  cov^ped 
wiiJi  rice  fields,  and  picturesquely  interspersed  with  groves  of  trees 
and  farmhouses. 

The  city  is  about  nine  to  ten  miles  in  circumferenoe,  with  a 
castellated  wall  and  gates,  as  at  Amoy.  The  suburbs  are  as  large 
as  the  dfy,  and  both  are  commanded  by  a  fortified  bill  in  the  city, 
about  600  feet  in  elevation,  with  a  watch-tower  distant  about  oue 
mile  from  the  hill,  on  which  the  British  consul  resides.  The  cdie- 
brated  bridge  of  Fulu^oo  bears  from  the  consulate  E.N.E.  It  is 
ereeted  on  granite  pillars  across  the  river,  where  an  island  occurs; 
on  one  side  the  island  there  are  thirty-six  openings,  and  on  the 
other,  nine.  They  cannot  be  called  arches,  being  formed  of  huge 
slabs  laid  from  pillar  to  pillar,  clamped  together  by  bars  of  iron. 
One  half  the  bridge  is  covered  with  shops,  somewhat  after  ike 
manner  seen  in  pictures  of  Old  London  Bridge.  The  view  frem 
this  spot,  of  the  city  of  Fuhchoo,  with  its  varied  devaiions  and 
fantastic  structures-^the  bold  outline  of  mountains  and  wooded 
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h«ghfci-^e  winding  river  covered  irith  nmnmcm  tmA  gaify. 
painted  jtmks — ^the  green  rice  fields^  and  &e  busy  flfwarmmg  popu«- 
ktion^  is  probably  not  to  be  parailekd  in  aajr  part  of  Cbma. 

The  city  Mrithin  the  walla  is  not  inferior  to  any  other  I  have 
seesL  in.  China :  it  is  very  superior  to  Amoy ;  has  larger  shops  and 
finer  streets  than  Shanghai^  and  its  main  street,  leading  to  the 
xeaidenoe  of  the  viceroy^  is  better  than  any  thoroughfieure  in  Ningpo. 
The  houses  are  all  good^  comparatively,  but  the  dwellings  of  the 
high  functicmaries,  although  spacious,  appear  dirty,  and  mnoh 
dilapidated. 

The  streets  in  the  suburbs  are  narrow  and  dirty ;  the  houses  one 
and  two  stories  high;  and  crowded  streets  ajre  filled  with  stalls,  cook* 
ing  utensils,  &c.  The  city  is  approached  from  the  bridge  through 
a  winding  street  of  about  two  miles  in  length,  along  which  there  is 
a  constant  stream  of  busy  commerce.  The  shops  of  each  trade, 
aa  in  other  Chinese  towns,  are  generally  eamgregated ;  uot  unfre'^ 
Quently  ten  or  twelve  may  be  se^a  i^  succession ;  they  are  well 
stocked  with  goods.  There  are  few  manufactmres ;  most  of  the 
commodities  dealt  in  being  brought  from  Soochoo,  Canton,  and 
other  places. 

Our  CjQOiisulate  in  the  city,  bears  from  our  anchorage  near  the 
Imdge  N.  by  W<,  about  three  miles  distant,  on  a  hill  400  feet  high, 
wooded,  and  commanding  a  view  of  the  city,  and  of  a  plain  four 
noles  wide,  which  extends  from  W.  to  S.  Tha  plain  is  covered  witii 
xieej  dotted  with  umbrageous  trees,  and  occasionally  a  few  houses; 
the  centre  of  the  hill  commanding  the  city,  is  distant  from  the 
consular  hill  about  1000  yards,  S.S.W.,  and  distant  from  the  river 
above  bridge  the  same  distance.  Within  the  eity  is  another  lofty 
hiU,  with  a  watoh-tower,  and  the  city  wall  along  its  slope,  distant 
about  one  mile,  aud  bearing  N.N.W.  The  dty  walk  appear  to  be 
six  or  seven  miles  in  circumferenoe.  There  is  a  range  of  moun- 
tmm  and  hills,  forming  nearly  an  amphitheatre^  distant  three  to 
five  miles  from  the  city,  ranging  from  1,000  to  5^000  feet,  highest 
range  N.N.E.  j  river  running  along  base  of  hills  W.  to  S.  The 
lofty  table-looking  laad,  about  4000  feet  high,  distant  at  least  ten 
miles,  bears  from  Consulate  HiU^  S.E.  These  notes  of  the  bear- 

ings were  taken  with  a  compass,  furnished  me  by  the  hospitable 
and  intelligent  British  consu},  Mr.  Alcock. 

The  streets  in  the  eity  are  rather  wider  and  better  than  those  in 
the  fi9:iburbs ;  one  street  of  about  a  mile  m  length,  leading  from  a 

gate  near  the  consulate  to  the  viceroy^s  residence^  is  the  widest  street 
I  have  seen  in  China ;  the  shops  large  and  varied — ^with  the  usual 
loiig  sign-board  in  red  or  black  lettering  on  godd  or  purpk  gronnd, 
with  an  emblem  of  the  shopkeeper  paiu^  at  top  or  bottom  of 
hoards  sfudi  as  a  cap^  boot.  ̂ *  As  usual,  several  trades  are  found 
togetb^sr.  There  are  more  women  in  the  streets  than  I  have  seen 
elsewhere,  and>  from  infancy  to  extreme  age,  the  head  is  tastefully 
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deooratdd  with  Tarioua  flowers.  The  dress  of  the  peasant  girb 
irho  phr  with  vegetables^  fruit,  flowers,  and  water,  is  very  neat; 
the  hair  is  gathered  in  a  knot  on  the  top,  adorned  with  flowers, 
sometimes  worn  only  on  one  side  of  the  head,  sometimes  on  both, 
sometimes  oir  the  crown.  White  and  red  preferred.  Large  ear* 
rings ;  a  small  collar;  a  close  tunic,  of  blue,  with  short  tucked^up 
sleeyes;  a  small  white  apron,  and  short  trousers  nearly  reach- 

ing to  the  knee,  to  which  the  tunic  does  not  reach.  The  girdle 
at  the  waist  tight  drawn,  and  giving  a  good  form  to  the  body. 
The  countenance  olive-coloured,  frank,  and  expressive  of  indepen- 

dence, certainly  prettier  than  any  other  I  have  seen  in  China; 
their  gait  bold  and  free;  large  feet  and  well-formed  legs,  with 
stout  ̂ ves.  Teeth  good,  and  a  laughing  face :  altogether  they 
are  pretty,  buxom,  interesting  wenches,  and,  if  white,  would  be 
admired  in  any  town  in  England.  I  saw  no  men  who  could  be 
considered  the  counterpart  of  these  women;  the  shop-keepers  are 
of  a  pale,  flabby  appearance ;  the  peasants  are  short,  stout,  bronzedj 
and  rough-looking. 

The  river  Min  is  bounded  by  high  and  bold  kills  on  each  side, 
and  has  been  not  inaptly  termed  the  Switzerland  of  China.  The 

anchorage  is  in  lat.  26^  6'  N.,  long.  119°  53'  E.  Westward  is 
Pagoda  Island,  beyond  which  the  river  reunites  with  a  branch  that 
had  separated  from  it  several  miles  above  the  city.  The  branches 
extend  over  half  the  province.  As  much  interest  is  felt  with  re- 

gard to  Fuhchoo,  and  our  reception  there,  the  following  remarks 
are  transcribed  from  my  rough  note-book,  as  written  on  the  spot 
during  my  visit  to  the  city  in  May,  1845. 

Wednesday,  28th  May,  1845. — Hon.  Co/s  steamer,  Medxua, 
Lieut.  Hewitt,  at  nine  a.m.,  in  sight  of  the  island  of  "  Ocksew." — 
Up  at  four  A.M.  enjoying  the  freshness  of  the  morning. — Passed 
several  fishing  vessels,  their  masts  down,  and  their  firaU  barks  at 
anchor,  ten  to  fifteen  miles  from  land,  in  twenty  fathoms,  fishing 
by  line  and  trawl. — ^Temperature  delightful :  fresh  breeze  all  day. 

At  11'30  P.M.,  anchored  off  the  Dog  Islands,  within  twenty 
miles  of  the  entrance  of  the  Min  Biver,  leading  to  Fuh-choo. 

Found  here  Her  Majesty's  ship,  "  Iris,''  Captain  Rodney  Munday, 
having  on  board  the  Honourable  Oeneral  D'Aguilar,  Lord  Coch- 

rane, and  Captain  Charles  D'Aguilar,  returning  from  Chusan. — 
Snug  anchorage  off  White  Dog  Islands,  in  the  north-east  monsoon. 

Thursday,  29th  May,  1845. — ^Eight  a.m.,  up  steam  with  Gene- 
ral D'Aguilar,  Lord  Cochrane,  Captain  Munday,  and  Captain 

D'Aguilar,  for  the  Min  river.  An  extensive  bank  runs  off  the 
Min,  to  the  White  Dog  Islands.  The  land  is  high,  rugged,  with 
but  little  verdure.  Here  and  there  patches  of  cultivation  and 
clumps  of  fir  trees.  There  are  two  entrances  to  the  Min,  one  is 
said  to  be  only  adapted  for  boats.  Tide  strong  against  us.  At 
11*30  A.M.  entered  the  Min:  banks  high-ranging  from  500  to 
3000  feet.     About  five  miles  from  the  embouchure,  twenty  miles 



TOPOGRAPHY   Of    MIN   BIVEB   AT   FtTHCHOO.  SMB 

from  ̂ *  White  Dogs/'  Wou-fou-mun  pass  narrows  with  anelbopi^  to 
abouii;  550  yards,  with  seventeen  fathoms  of  water,  in  other  plaee» 
rivfjrone  to  one  and  a  half  mile  wide.  From  Wou-fou-mun  pass 
to  Pagoda  reach  about  fifteen  miles,  three  to  twenty  ikthoms—rirer^ 
windings  One  rock  has  only  two  and  a  quarter  fathoms;  fifty^ 
Y^sials  might  lie  at  anchor  off  Pagoda.  The  left  bank  more  lofty* 
a^td.  precipitous  than  the  right,  a  range  of  lulls  gradually  in* 
(^tc^ing^  into  mountains  rising  along  the  river  bank,  sometimes 
c1q$^  to  the  water,  and  as  we  approached  Fuhchoo,  at  a  distance  of 
0^  to! two  miles,  with  an  intervening  slip  of  alluvial  ground,  appa- 

rently recovered  from  the  river,  and  covered  with  rice.  Several 
fidrt^  hiat  nearly  all  in  ruins,  crown  different  crests  and  heights^ 
Tkf^  axe  principally  situated  on  the  left  bank,  and  if  properly 
qpnatnieted  and  manned,  would  render  the  passage  of  the  Min 
i99p9iS9aUe,  The  soundings  are  very  varied,  frequently  and  sud- 

denly jpanging  from  two  feet  to  two  fathoms.  The  "  Medusa'^ 
^ti^gh  only  drawiQg  4>i  feet  was  several  times  aground,  but 
backed  off,  sounded  for  deeper  water  and  again  pushed  aheacl^ 
under .  her  excellent  commander.  Lieutenant  Hewett,  Indian 
Nafy.  As  we  ascended  the  stream,  the  mountains  on  either  shore 
beca^ne  more  lofty  and  precipitous ;  assuming  the  form  of  gigantic 
walls  with  buttresses,  and  deeply  serrated*  One  remarkable  moun- 

tain about  3000  feet  on  the  right  bank,  has  a  tabular  form  with 
three  daeply-crested  ridges. 
r  Cultivation  in  the  proper  season  appears  to  be  carried  by 
terraces  some  distance  U]^  the  ̂ naountains ;  which  are  generally  bare, 
with  a  crumpled  face,  a  piebald,  or  white  and  brown  hue,  present-^ 
ing  a  mde  and  somewhat  barbarous,  unintiting  aspect. 

Several  half  fishiag,  half  agricultural  villages  along  the  river 
b^ink,  but  by  no  means  thickly  populated.  The  people  everywhere 
stared  w;ith  astonishment. 

About  midday,  low  water,  Seabreeze  set  in  strong. 
After  grounding  several  times,  but  never  for  more  than  a 

few  minutes,  anchored  off  the  long  bridge  at  Fuhchoo  in  three 
fathoms  at  5  p.m.  Not  many  junks  in  the  river.  Most  of  them 
laden  with  Chinese  wood  and  timber  piled  on  the  vessels,  and 
lashed  in  large  rafts  on  either  side. 

Fired  a  gun  to  announce  our  arrival  to  Mr.  Consul  Alcock,  whose 
residence  is  on  a  wooded  hill  in  the  city.  Small  wooden  shed  on 
the  river  bank,  where  Mr.  Consul  Lay  resided,  opposite  our  an- 

chorage. Most  discreditable  that  any  British  functionary,  how- 
ever low  his  rank,  would  allow  himself  to  be  located  in  such  a 

wretched  spot.  Such  proceedings  are  calculated  to  affect  our 
character  with  the  Chinese. 

A  canoe  with  four  Loochoo  men  came  alongside  to  satisfy  their 
curiosity*  They  are  a  different  looking  people  from  the  Chinese, 
have  more  of  an  aboriginal  or  untamed  appearance.  The  cheek* 
bones  high,  the  head  better  formed,  and  the  complexion  darker 
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than  the  Chinese.  They  do  not  shave  their  foreheads  like  the 
Chinese,  bnt  tie  their  stiflP,  wiry,  black  hair  in  a  knot  on  the  top 
of  the  head,  where  it  is  secured  by  long  gold  pins,  like  bodkins. 
Thev  have  no  beard  or  whiskers,  a  few  scattered  hairs  on  the  chin. 
Their  astonishment  was  very  great.  Many  boats  around  us  for 
curiosity : — ^all  the  women,  young  and  old,  have  artificial  flowers 
in  their  hair.  They  are  fairer  than  the  people  of  Canton,  and  a 
little  more  expression  in  their  countenances.  The  people  do  not 
understand  a  word  of  the  Canton  dialect,  but  as  the  written  cha- 

racter is  the  same  throughout  China,  and  as  every  person,  however 
poor  or  ragged,  reads  and  writes,  we  communicated  by  writing 
through  our  Canton  domestics. 

At  6  P.M.  General  D'Aguilar  and  suite  went  on  shore  to  pro- 
ceed to  British  consulate,  three  miles  distant.  Mr.  Alcock  had  sent 

four  chairs  to  the  wharf,  but  no  interpreter  or  official  messenger. 
On  arriving  at  the  city  gates  it  was  past  sun-set,  and  the  Tartar 
officer  refused  to  open  the  gates ;  after  remaining  there  in  their 

chairs  nearly  two  hours,  General  D^Aguilar  and  suite  returned  to  the 
''  Medusa.^'  When  the  General  and  suite  were  at  the  dty  gates, 
great  crowds  collected  round  them,  some  leaped  on  the  chairs, 
others  tried  to  expose  the  persons  inside  to  their  view  by  opening 
the  hanging  fronts,  there  was  not  the  slighest  respect  or  decency 
of  demeanour  in  the  people.  It  was  rude  and  uncivil  in  the 
extreme. 

Friday,  80th  of  May,  1845. — General  and  suite  went  on  shore 
at  daylight  to  the  consulate.  At  noon  Lieutenant  Hewitt,  Dr. 
Bankhead  of  the  '^Iris,'*  Mr.  Glenn  a  merchant,  and  myself, 
went  on  shore  to  the  consulate.  Chairs  were  plying  for  hire  on 
the  bridge.  I  got  into  one ;  my  companions  walked  before  me. 
Crowds  came  out  of  their  shops  to  see  us,  many  followed  through 
the  streets,  shouting  "  fanyoung,"  which  seems  a  substiti^te  for  the 
"fanqui''  (white  de^)'of  Canton.  Apiece  of  brick  fell  oflf  Lieutenant 
Hewitt^s  umbrella,  which  had  been  thrown  at  him.  The  sun  was  in- 

tensely hot.  After  three  miles  walk  reached  the  consulate  on  a  hill. 
On  returning  in  the  evening  (Dr.  Bankhead,  Mr.  Glenn,  and 

myself),  crowds  followed  us,  pushing  against  us — exceedingly  rude 
— ^very  ready  for  mischief — one  of  them  tore  a  button  from  my 
coat,  and  then  escaped  among  the  crowd. 

When  Lieutenant  Hewitt  was  returning  about  half  past  seven 
home  along  the  bridge,  a  man  leaped  on  his  shoulders,  and  grasped 
his  epaulet ;  Lieutenant  Hewitt  shook  him  ofiT,  dealt  him  a  severe 
blow,  recovered  his  cap,  which  had  fallen  off  in  the  scuffle,  and  then 
made  his  way  to  the  ship^  which  he  was  within  sight,  and  hail. 
The  ruffian  tore  away  some  of  the  bullion  from  the  epaiilet. 

When  the  officers  of  the  "  Iris  "  were  passing  peaceably  through 
the  streets  last  week  they  were  pelted  and  mobbed ;  and  about  a 
fortnight  since,  when  Mr.  Harry  Paxkes,  the  interpreter,  was  out 



BECEPTION  BT  THE  VICEROY  OF  FOKIEN.         297 

walking,  he  was  met  hj  a  number  of  Tartars,  who  insulted  him, 
pushed  some  of  their  comrades  violently  against  him,  although  he 
is  a  boy  in  size  and  appearance,  but  probably  by  his  being  enabled 
to  address  them  in  their  own  language  he  was  enabled  to  return 

unmolested.  Lieutenant  Hewitt's  cockswain,  a  steady  man,  was  pro- 
ceeding to-day  to  the  consulate  in  charge  of  4,000  dollars,  and  on 

getting  out  of  the  chair  he  was  in,  to  look  after  the  money,  mud 
and  stones  were  flung  at  him,  by  some  of  which  he  was  struck  on 
the  face  and  head. 

The  day  Mr.  Alcock  landed  and  occupied  the  consulate,  crowds 
collected  round  the  house,  and  commenced  pelting  stones ;  Mr. 
Alcock  sent  for  the  prefect  of  the  city,  and  the  magistrates  having 
brought  some  police,  cleared  the  grounds  of  the  mob. 

Saturday,  May  31. — ^Accompanied  the  General  and  suite,  and 
Mr.  Alcock,  to-day,  on  ceremonial  visits  to  Lew-yun-ko,  viceroy  of 
Fokien,  and  of  the  adjacent  province,  to  King-muh,  the  Tartar  ge- 

neral of  the  province,  and  to  Sew-ke-yu,  late  treasurer,  but  now 
officiating  governor  of  the  province. 

On  arriving  at  viceroy's,  we  were  purposely  stopped  at  the  outer 
court,  and  had  to  walk  some  distance  through  the  rabble,  and  in 
the  sun,  to  get  to  the  residence,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  large 
barn,  with  rudely  painted  roofs,  and  a  few  paper  and  silk  lanterns 
hanging  around.  We  were  first  ushered  into  a  mean  looking 
waiting  room,  where  no  one  received  us,  and  thence  to  another 
equally  mean  apartment,  with  but  one  window,  no  matting,  car- 
petting,  or  adornment  of  any  kind.  The  viceroy's  manner  was  as 
usual  studied.  He  did  not  sit  on  the  ''  dais,"  or  elevated  seat, 
with  the  general  beside  him,  but  on  a  chair  at  the  opposite  side  of 
the  room,  which  was  as  hot  as  an  oven,  and  soon  obliged  the  vice- 

roy and  three  official  mandarins  to  use  fans,  but  none  were  offered 
tons. 

The  viceroy  is  fifty-one  years  of  age,  of  large  frame,  and  with 
some  Tartar  blood  manifested  in  his  countenance.  High  cheek- 

bones, well  fleshed^  large  head,  with  the  upper  part  or  coronal 
sloping  to  a  ridge.*  In  order  to  show  the  footing  on  which  we  were 
receiv^,  his  dress  was  of  the  plainest  character ;  large  black  satin 
boots,  a  long  white  garment,  reaching  the  knees,  then  another  of 
drab  silk,  and  then  another  of  dark  coloured  silk.    No  insignia  of 

*  The  personal  appearance  of  a  mandarin  named  Woo,  at  Canton,  will  serve  for 
many  other  officials  in  China.  I  noted  the  following  while  sitting  opposite  to  him. 
Stature,  five  feet  eight  inches  ;  form,  bulky,  and  without  any  dd&tied  outline  ;  age, 
about  forty  ;  head,  large ;  neck,  bull-shaped  ;  face,  sensual ;  forehead,  high  and  narrow ; 
comparative  organ,  full ;  eauscUioUf  small ;  form  and  locality,  marked  ;  pride,  well  deve- 

loped ;  ammal  region,  excessive ;  eyee,  small,  black,  and  inward  angularity ;  eyebrows, 
high  on  the  forehead  and  close  ;  cheek-bones,  high  and  well  fleshed ;  ears,  long,  thick, 
and  pendulous ;  nose,  fat,  shapeless,  and  truncated;  numth,  formless.;  lips,  thick;  chin, 
round  and  beardless ;  no  whiskers ;  hands,  moderate  in  size,  and  fatty ;  voice  coarse  ; 
manners  co^d,  and  occasionally  abrupt,  or  guardedly  contemptuous. 

X  2 
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rank  whatever.  In  tliis  manner  tLe  Chinese  mark  the  esteem  or 
respect  they  have  for  their  guests.  Whenever  they  wish  to  receive 
a  guest  with  honour,  they  dress  themselves  in  their  official  cos- 

tumes, or  in  handsome  flowered  garments.  After  a  few  questions 
firom  the  general,  the  viceroy  was  made  acquainted  with  the  insults 
we  had  received.  He  professed  astonishment,  and  enquired  whe- 

ther it  was  at  Canton  or  at  Foochoo.  This  was  a  ruse,  or  else  two 
of  the  city  magistrates  of  rank,  there  seated  with  us,  and  who  had 
visited  the  consulate  yesterday,  and  were  made  acquainted  with  the 
transaction  by  the  consul,  had  never  reported  it  to  the  viceroy. 

When  the  viceroy*  found  that  we  were  not  disposed  to  take  in- 
sult and  outrage  quietly — and  that  his  endeavours  to  ̂ 'pooh, 

pooV  it  were  ineffectual,  he  assumed  a  serious  aspect,  spoke  to 
the  city  magistrate  then  present — and  turning  to  the  consul^ 
said  "  If  your  people  land  without  our  knowledge  we  cannot  be 
answerable;  but  if  you  will  give  notice  whenever  any  English- 

men wish  to  land,  1  will  cause  them  to  be  attended  by  poKce/' 
This  was  contrary  to  the  treaty,  as  we  were  to  have  perfect  security 
and  free  ingress,  without  being  guarded  and  watched  by  police  spies. 

The  viceroy  said  he  would  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  people 
calling  on  them  to  respect  us, — and  not  to  annoy  or  molest  us 
when  walking  through  the  streets — ^that  we  were  now  at  peace  and 
ought  to  be  one  people.     He  said  he  would  be  glad  to  see  trade 
established,  for  while  other  viceroys  were  sending  custom  duties  to 
Peking,  he  had  none  to  remit.     He  admired  the  general^s  cocked 
hat    and  feathers,^-examined  the  aigulet   worn    on    the  right 
shoulder,  and  evinced  considerable  curiosity.     He  then  wished 
us  to  proceed  into  another  apartment,  where  an  entertainment 
was   spread  for  us.      To  this  we  objected,  lest  he  would  not 
have  accompanied  us.     The  genend  said  he  was  pressed  for  time^ 
as  he  had  two  more  visits  to  make.     The  viceroy  then  hoped  we 
would  take  a  cup  of  wine  with  him.     To  this  we  could  not  object. 
Hot  "  samshoo^'  was  then  brought  in — ^with  two  small  saucers  for 
each  person,  one  containing  thin  fried  slices  of  bacon,  the  other  a 
sweet,  like  candied  citron.  Healths  were  pledged  around,  someof  the 
mandarins  held  also  a  piece  of  bacon  out  on  the  small  two  pronged 
silver  forks  towards  us — after  the  manner  they   do  their  wine 
cups,  and  which  is  an  invitation  to  eat.     Apparently  great  cor- 

diality prevailed,  and  the  stiff  constrained  manner  at  &*st  mani- 
fest, was  diminished.     The    viceroy    was  invited  to   visit   the 

steamer.     He  said,  had  we  been  stopping  a  few  days  he  would 
do  so  with  great  pleasure,  but  at  present  as  we  were  leaving  to- 

morrow morning  it  would  be  inipossible, — ^he  being  then  very 
busy, — ^but  on  the  next  occasion  of  a  steamer  coming  up,  he 
would  avail  himself  of  our  polite  offer.     We  then  retired, — ^the 
viceroy  accompanying  us  farther  from  his  chamber  than  the  place  at 
which  he  received  us, — the  chairs  were  removed  to  the  inner  court, 
so  that  we  had  not  so  far  to  walk  in  the  sun.    The  dwelling  of  the 
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viceroy  is  a  wretched  building.  No  art  or  taste  displayed^ — ^it  is 
filthy,  gloomy-looking — and  the  grass  growing  in  the  conirt  yard 
(if  it  can  be  dignified  with  that  name),  while  rubbish  and  filth 
abound.     Several  large  trees  still  form  part  of  a  fine  avenue. 

We  next  proceeded  to  the  Tartar  general  or  commander  of  the 

forces,  distant  about  a  mile  from  the  viceroy's — in  another  quarter 
of  the  city.    When  approaching — a  large  gong  was  struck  by 
some  person  in  our  rear.     The  Tartar  residence  as  usual  had  a 
palHsading  and  gates — ^in  three  successive  courts, — within  each  of 
which  there  were  some  rude  lookiQg  wooden  buildings — as  dwel- 

lings for  the  Tartars.     The  yards  were  paved,  and  grass  growing 
up  through  the  paving.     A  few  large  trees  imperfectly  imitated 
an  avenue.     On  arriving  at  the  principal  gate  it  was  closed  pur- 

posely, and  our  chairs  were  stopped  outside,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  walk  on  foot  through  a  side  gate.     No  guns  of  salute  were 
fired, — (as  when  I  visited  the  Toutie  at  Shanghai),  and  only  a  few 
domestics  received  us.   While  walking  up  the  long  yard  in  the  sun 
I  mentioned  to  the  Oeneral  and  to  Mr.  Parkes  that  our  reception 
was  insTilting.     At  the  residence  we  were  shown  into  a  sort  of 

porter's  lodge — ^and  there  saw  two  Mandarins  of  inferior  rank — 
whom  the  General  had  met  at  Amoy,  and  whose  personal  beha- 

viour was  civil;  they  were  apparently  glad  at  seeing  us.    We 
were  then  led  up  a  side  passage  to  the  haJl — ^but  instead  of  being 
shown  into  a  central  apartment,  we  were  conducted  into  a  narrow, 
mean-looking,  small  apartment,  where  the  Tartar  general  received 
us.     At  first  he  would  not  sit  down  with  us-r-untU  he  saw  we  re- 

fused to  sit — and  then  with  an  ill  grace  he  sat  down.     He  is  a 
man  about  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  rather  short  stature,  feeble  ex- 

pression of  countenance,  small,  cunning  eyes,  and  a  disagreeable 
tout  ensemble.     His  dress  was  as  mean  as  possible — in  order  to 
mark  his  appreciation  of  us.     On  being  seated — ^instead  of  addres- 

sing himse]f  to  the  general,  he  looked  towards  Mr.  Alcock  and 
said  in  a  sneering  tone,  and  with  a  malicious  maimer,  "  I  suppose 
you  have  nothing  to  do,  for  I  hear  you  are  engaged  in  drawing.'^ 
This  or  any  other  accomplishment  is  not  esteemed  as  a  gentle- 

manly art,  and  the  design  of  the  observation  was  evident.     Mr. 
Alcock,  who  draws  or  rather  pencils  with  good  taste,  had  been  re- 

cently making  some  sketches  of  some  of  the  inferior  Mandarins. 
The  Tartar  at  first  scarcely  deigned  to  reply  to  any  observations. 
The  General  put  several  questions,  to  which  the  Tartar  replied  that 
there  were  about  2,000  Tartar  soldiers — ^that  they  assembled  at 
stated  periods  for  drill, — ^that  their  next  meeting  would  be  in  half 
a  moon — and  that  if  we  were  here  then  we  might  see  them. 
There  was  a  table  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  and  while  the  conver- 

sation was  going  on,  there  were  placed  with  some  taste  several 
sorts  of  sweetmeats,  fruits,  and  cakes.  These  we  were  invited  to  par- 

take of — and  I  asked,  would  not  the  Tartar  general  do  so  ?    This  he 
declined,  and  said  he  hoped  we  would  excuse  his  retiring.     General 
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D^Aguilar  was  about  to  sit  down,  and  had  taken  a  nut  or  small 
fruit  off  one  of  the  piled  heaps,  which  he  c^mmenoed  eating, 
when  I  begged  him  not  to  sit  down  or  partake  of  anything  what- 

ever, as  the  Tartar  general  was  designedly  insulting  us  by  re- 
fusing to  sit  down  with  us.  The  General  and  Mr.  Alcock  then 

refused  to  sit  down,  said  they  were  pressed  for  time,  and  begged 
to  be  excused  taking  anything.  We  then  retired,  and  had  to  pass 
out  at  the  side  entrances,  the  sun  pouring  nearly  vertical  rays  on 
General  D' Aguilar  and  the  consul,  who  behaved  with  great  courtesy 
and  kindness — ^which  were  not  at  all  appreciated. 

We  departed,  as  we  came,  without  any  mark  of  respect.  We 

next  proceeded  to  the  lieutenant-govemor^s,  which  is  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  the  viceroy's.  Here  also  we  were  obliged  to  get  out 
of  our  chairs  outside  the  dwelling,  and  pass  through  side  en- 

trances, walking  in  a  burning  sun. 
At  this  mansion  we  were  shown  into  a  better  apartment  than 

at  either  of  the  other  dwellings ;  but  stiU  a  mere  side  office  of  the 
residence.  After  a  few  compliments,  and  refusal  to  partake  of  an 
entertainment  laid  out  in  another  room,  we  retired.  Several 
women  and  children  were  in  one  of  the  courts  gazing  at  us.  As 
we  passed  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  they  were  everywhere 
lined  two  to  four  deep  gazing  at  us,  with  staring  eyes,  mouths 
wide  open — and  with  all  possible  varieties  of  astonished  counte- 

nances. No  language  would  convey  the  wcmderment  which  these 
usually  automaton  faces  manifested.  There  were  seven  palanquins 
each  at  a  little  distance  from  the  other,  and  the  people  had  time 
to  meke  their  remarks. 

Mr.  Alcock  says  he  thinks,  and  has  indeed  satisfied  himself,  that 
''  tea  may  be  procured  here  twenty-five  per  cent  cheaper  than  at 
Canton*' — ^that  ''there  is  no  bullion  to  pay  for  British  goods,  but 
any  quantity  of  tea  may  be  obtained*' — ^that  the  ''  Mandarins  treat 
everything  with  nonchalance*' — ^that  "  every  junk  meeting  another 
weaker  than  itself,  becomes  a  pirate" — ^and  that  "  Fuhchoo  is  no 
use  as  a  political  station."     ''  It  is  a  timber  port." 

Mr.  Harry  Fiprkes,  who  is  intelligent  tar  beyond  his  years,  says, 
''there  are  no  manufactures — ^banking  system  general, — ^bank 
notes  from  400  cash  upwards,  some  bankers  deal  on  credit, 

issue  more  notes  than  they  can  meet  with  bullion,  and  fiiiL'* 
He  says  the  "Mandarins  pretend  friendship,  but  hate  us,-— 
they  use  all  sorts  of  duplicity — and  not  a  word  they  say 
can  be  believed.  Does  not  agree  in  the  high  opinion  ex- 

pressed of  Keying — ^thinks  him  very  artful.  In  state  papers 
transmitted  to  Peking,  the  truth  regarding  us  is  never  stated; 
they  seem  to  take  a  delight  in  deception ;  and  the  people  would 
treat  us  well  but  for  their  instigation.  The  Fokiens  hate  the 
Cantonese,  (whose  language  they  do  not  understand) ;  if  a  Fokien 
be  struck,  he  will  say, '  two  can  play  at  that  game.*  ** 

There  are  no  beasts  of  burthen  to  convey  goods  to  mxtket  from 
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the  interior,  but  multitudes  of  meu^  and  women  crowd  every 
thoroughfare  leading  to  the  city,  with  their  ponderous  burthens  of 
fish  and  vegetables,  consisting  of  sweet  potatoes,  cucumbers,  (nearly 
two  feet  in  length),  water  melons,  french  beans,  (with  pods  firom 
ten  to  sixteen  inches  long),  garlic,  onions,  turnips  (very  large),  car- 

rots, sea  kale,  cabbage,  (in  immense  quantities),  peas,  lapins,  (very 
large)  radishes  white  and  red,  &c.  The  supply  of  fish  is  hige  in 
quantity,  but  there  are  few  varieties  of  delicate  fish ;  the  turtle 
is  plentiful,  and  much  esteemed ;  crabs  are  of  prodigious  size : 
the  climate  compels  the  pickUng  of  fish,  so  that  the  markets  are 
not  well  supplied  with  fresh-caught  fish. 

flesh  is  very  little  consumed  by  the  working  classes ;  beef  is 
inferior,  goat-flesh  very  common  and  in  general  use ;  pork  excel- 

lent, and  in  great  abundance;  dogs  or  cats,' as  eatable  conmio- 
dities,  do  not  appear  in  the  public  markets.  Of  fruits  the  quantity 
is  very  great,  and  a  large  trade  is  carried  on  in  them  preserved. 
Fuhchoo  is  celebrated  for  ''lichees;''  grapes  are  very  abund- 

ant, but  inferior  to  those  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  owing  pro- 
bably to  the  want  of  care  in  the  training  and  cultivation.  The 

neglect  of  enclosing  their  gardens  ''  and  the  great  aptitude  the 
Chinese  have  of  gratifying  their  taste  at  their  neighbour's  ex- 

pense,'' prevents  many  fiuits  being  left  to  ripen  on  the  trees. 
Fuhchoo-foo  possesses  some  valuable  hot  sulphureous  springs, 

which  are  represented  to  be  equal  to  those  of  Aix  la  Chapelle ; 
one  nearly  at  boiling  heat,  is  without  taste  or  odour.  It  has  been 
remarked  that  the  natives  are  more  free  from  cutaneous  disorders 
than  in  most  other  parts  of  China..  The  hot  spring  is  made  use  of 
to  wash  clothes,  for  which  it  is  well  adapted,  and  the  very  ex- 

pensive price  of  fuel,  in  Fuhchoo,  compels  the  poor  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  hot  springs. 

The  neighbourhood  is  celebrated  for  the  manufacture  of  China- 
ware,  five  hundred  ovens  may  be  seen  constantly  at  work.  No 
place  in  China  can  produce  such  good  specimens  of  ware,  although 
it  is  made  in  Fokien  and  Kwang-tung,  (Canton),  but  they  have 
failed  to  rival  the  productions  of  Fuhchoo,  which  are  however  of 
higher  price.  The  wood  used  in  burning  the  ware  is  brought 
upwards  of  300  miles,  and  both  labour  and  provisions  are  ex- 

tremely dear,  so  that  other  places  more  advantageously  situated, 
in  this  respect,  have  become  successful  rivals  by  supplying  it  at  a 
lower  price. 

The  cotton  of  Fokien  and  of  China  generally  is  very  fine,  but 
that  which  is  met  with  at  Fuhchoo  is  particularly  good.  Their 
fiEtbrics  are  coarser  than  those  imported,  but  they  wear  much 
longer ;  and  the  brilliancy  of  their  blue  dye  is  well  known.  On 
these  accounts  the  poorer  classes  prefer  their  own  manufacture, 
though  the  want  of  machinery  makes  it  dearer. 
Money  is  said  to  be  at  some  periods  very  scarce,  as  the  notes 

issued  do  not  circulate  beyond  the  district,  and  are  only  for  small 
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tnms.  The  average  sale  of  opium  is  said  to  be  three  chests  per 
day,  at  an  average  price  of  800  dollars  a  chest,  which  is  always 
paid  for  in  silver.  This  proves,  however,  that  there  must  be  a 
floating  capital  to  no  small  amount ;  the  more  that  is  paid  for  a 
luxury  the  less  there  will  be  for  necessary  articles. 

Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Fuhchoo  thought  it  possible  to  procure 
teas  direct  from  the  Bohea  Hills,  instead  of  bringing  them  over- 

land to  Canton.  The  consul  thus  writes, ''  I  have  assurance  from 
more  than  one  source,  that  tea  can  be  sent  here  from  the  districts 
where  it  is  grown,  with  so  great  facility  and  a  moderate  degree  of 
risk,  as  to  remove  the  apprehension  of  either  difficulty  or  danger, 
offering  any  serious  impediment,  and  at  a  cost  altogether  trifling, 
compared  with  the  expense  of  carriage  of  its  transport  to  Canton. 
The  difference  in  the  expense  of  carriage  is  of  itself  sufficient  to 

make  a  large  diminution  in  the  price  of  tea  to  the  English  mer- 
chant. As  to  the  feelings  of  the  first  producers,  and  the  tea  mer- 

chants in  the  interior,  my  informant  expresses  not  only  the 
anxious  desire  of  his  own  firm,  but  that  of  the  tea  growers,  to  ob- 

tain a  market  here  in  preference  to  Canton.^' 
According  to  Mr.  Lindsey,  the  principal  trade  at  this  port  ap- 

pears to  be  carried  on  with  the  neighbouring  province  of  Che- 
keang.  Wood  and  timber  of  every  description  constitute  the 
principal  articles  of  trade.  Tobacco  is  exported  in  large  quanti- 

ties: Mr.  Lindsay,  with  some  difficulty,  ascertained  the  shop 
prices  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods : — 

Camlets   per  chang,  4  and  5  dollars; 
Superfine  broad-cloths   •     .  „  9   „  10      „ 
Calicoes   per  piece,    9  „  12      „ 
Long  ells   „        10  „  14      ,, 
Iron   per  pecul,  2      „ 
English  camlets    .     .     .     .  per  piece,  56      „ 
Dutch    ditto         ....  „  70      „ 

Public  expectation  was  disposed  to  think  rather  favourably  of 
Fuhchoo-foo,  the  capital  of  a  province  containing  nearly  as  many 
inhabitants  as  Great  Britain,  and  occupying  a  larger  territory,— a 
port  which  the  Chinese  authorities  had  opened  with  great  reluct- 

ance to  foreigners,  and  as  it  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
black-tea  district,  many  were  led  to  anticipate  that  the  foreign 
commerce  would  find  a  ready  market;  these  hopes  have  not 
hitherto  been  realized.  It  is  difficult  to  be  accounted  for :  some 
say  the  artificial  wants  of  the  Chinese  are  not  numerous,  nor  have 
they  yet  appreciated  many  of  the  enjoyments  or  amusements  of 
social  Hfe,  which  at  all  times  tend  to  create  and  multiply  real  or 
imaginary  wants;  but  our  exclusion  from  the  interior,  and  our 
restricted  intercourse  with  the  people,  constitute  one  of  the  most 
formidable  barriers  to  an  extended  commerce.  But,  amongst  a 
population  of  nearly  half  a  milUon  of  people,  in  an  industrious  and 
Well  situated  city,  nine  miles  in  circumference,  which  has  a  lai^ 
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trade  with  the  northern  and  southern  coast  and  the  interior^ 
failure  of  trade  can  never  arise  from  the  deficiency  of  the  ele- 

ments which  constitute  the  true  basis  of  commerce^  as  the  returns 
are  on  the  spot. 

It  has  been  truly  remarked,  that  Puhchoo-foo,  of  all  the  five 
ports,  should  be  least  dependant  upon  silver  as  a  return  for  English 
goods.  There  is  on  the  spot  the  great  staple  article  of  export,  and 
the  only  one  for  which  the  demand  is  steady  and  regular — Tea. 
About  seventy  mile^s  from  the  city,  is  the  central  dep6t  of  the 
great  black-tea,  or  Bohea,  hills,  from  whence  the  tea  can  be  sent 
down  to  the  ship's-side  in  four  days,  at  an  expense  considerably 
less  than  that  which  is  now  paid  for  its  transit  to  Canton ;  proba- 

bly twenty-five  per  cent,  cheaper.  Sugar  is  grown  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Fuhchoo  for  home  consumption,  but  the  refining  pro- 

cess is  not  well  understood.  Within  six  miles  of  the  city,  are 
extensive  lead  mines ;  the  price,  per  pecul  of  eighty  pounds,  was 
last  year  only  five  dollars. 

In  Straits^  produce,  including  the  Indian  Archipelago,  much 
trade  might  be  done,  as  there  is  a  large  and  increasing  consump- 

tion of  their  products,  and  our  freights  are  considerably  lower  than 
that  of  the  Chinese  junks.  The  trade  with  Loochoo  is  annually 
increasing;  numerous  junks  come  every  year,  with  5,000  to 
10,000  dollars  in  gold,  to  purchase  foreign  goods,  which  are  princi- 

pally for  Japan.  The  best  proof  that  can  be  given  of  the  proba- 
bility of  a  trade  existing,  is  that  there  are  not  less  than  1,000 

junks  annually  engaged  in  trade. 
Freight — Fuhchoo  to  Amoy  costs  IJ  dollars  a  pecul :  sixteen 

peculs  to  a  ton ;  hemp,  10  dollars  a  pecul ;  round  buttons,  20  cash 
each;  sugar,  5  dollars  a  pecul;  pork,  per  pound,  100  cash,  or  iV 
of  a  tael;  rice,  per  stone,  seldom  costs  less  than  2  taels. 

The  following  prices  were  noted  in  1844  at  Fuhchoo :  the  im- 
port prices  refers  to  the  purchase  or  sale  of  one  or  two  pieces,  and 

not  to  bales. 
IMPORTS. 

Long  cloth,  bleached    4,  25  dollars, 
>,           grey    8,75  „ 

American  drills,  grey    4,  „ 
„                  domestics     .     .     •     .     .  3, 50  „ 

Chintz    8,  50  „ 
Long  ells    8,  25  „ 
Cotton  twist,  N,  18  to  32    30,  —  „ 
Pepper    6, 50  „ 
Rattans    4, 20  „ 

EXPORTS. 
T.      M.    C. 

Tea,  No.  1— Pah-koo   120    0*   0 ,^       ̂ ^    1— Ming  Choong   80    0    0 
„       „    1— Sen  Poi   27    5     0 
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T.      H.    C. 

T«A,  No.  1— Hong  Mooey    18  5  0 
2— Ditto    18  5  0 

Tae-pooey    20  0  0 
Hong.foo    17  0  0 
Sook-lay    8  4  0 

Sugar,  No.  1,    6  8  0 
„        „    2,   4    4    0 
„        „    8,   4    8    0 
„        „    4,   4    2    6 
„        «    5,   4    2    0 

Alam,  1  60  dollars. 
Camphor,  18  dollars. 

Captain  Rodney  Mundy,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Iris,''  in  order 
to  test  the  facilities  for  inland  conveyance,  sent  a  letter  from  Fnh- 
choo  to  our  consul  at  Ningpo,  b^  a  special  courier,  who  performed 
the  journey  in  ten  days— of  which  he  travelled  eight  by  land,  and 
two  by  water — and  for  which  he  received  10,000  cash.  The  same 
returned  jto  Fuhchoo  in  twelve  days.  Letters  are  sent  by  the 
consul  at  Fuhchoo  to  Amoy  in  four  days  by  special  courier  at  a 
charge  of  1,800  cash  (1,800  cash  to  the  dollar)  for  the  journey. 
They  may  be  sent  cheaper  by  not  requiring  so  short  an  interval  of 
time. 

NINGPO. 

Ningpo,  in  latitude  29*^  64^  north,  longitude  121°  62'  SO''  east, is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Takia,  the  principal  of  the 
rivers,  which  have  here  their  confluence  with  the  sea.  The  chan- 

nel for  entering  this  river  is  between  some  small  islands  on  the 
eastern  point,  having  on  the  bar  from  three  to  three  and  a  half 
fathoms  of  water,  and  at  the  anchorage  from  five  to  six.  The 
mouth  of  the  river  is  only  nine  leagues  distant  from  Chusan  har- 

bour. Ningpo  is  one  of  the  first-class  cities  of  the  province  of 
Chekeang,  which  reckons  eighty-nine  cities  and  large  towns ;  its 
population  is  26,266,784,  with  an  area  of  25,056,000  English  acres, 
or  536  individuals  to  the  square  mile. 

The  present  appearance  of  Ningpo  proves  that  it  was  formerly 
an  extensive  place  of  commerce,  and  had  probably  a  large  trade 
with  the  Spaniards;  when  we  took  possession  of  it  the  people 
called  our  sepoys,  ''  Manilla  men.*'  The  city  is  encompassed 
within  a  wall  six  miles  in  circumference,  but  in  a  wretched  state 
for  defence ;  it  is  entered  by  six  gates,  and  is  incapable  of  any  re- 

sistance to  an  European  army.  Some  of  the  streets  are  well  laid 
out  with  good  shops,  and  at  night  look  well  when  lit  with  large 
lanthoms. 

The  vast  plain  of  Ningpo  is  a  magnificent  amphitheatre,  stretch- 
ing for  nearly  sixteen  mUes  on  the  one  side  to  the  base  of  the 
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^stant  hills^  and  on  the  other  to  the  verge  of  the  ocean.  To  the 
north  west,  south,  and  south-east,  are  seen  innumerable  canals  and 
water-courses,  every  patch  of  ground  cultivated,  comfortable  farm- 

houses, family  residences,  vill^es,  and  tombs.  On  the  opposite 
direction  the  land-scenery  is  similar  to  that  described,  but  the 
river  appears  to  be  literally  covered  with  boats  and  human 
beings. 

The  height  of  the  city  walls  is  about  twenty-five  feet,  exclusive  of 
the  parapet,  which  is  nearly  five  feet ;  the  width  at  the  top  is  fif- 

teen feet,  and  the  base  twenty-two.  The  materials  of  the  wall  ap- 
pear to  be  solid,  and  where  not  dilapidated  is  very  substantial  ma- 

sonry. There  are  six  gates  in  the  wall ;  five  are  situated  at  the  four 
cardinal  points,  there  being  two  on  the  eastern  face.  In  addition  to 
these  principal  gates,  there  is  near  the  south  and  west  gates,  a 
water-gate,  or  small  sally  port,  used  for  the  ingress  and  egress  of 
boats,  that  ply  about  the  city  canals.  Bridge-gate,  so  called  from 
a  floating  bridge,  about  two-hundred  yards  long,  and  nearly  six 
yards  broad,  is  formed  of  timber  lashed  together  and  laid  upon 
lighters,  of  which  there  are  seventeen  linked  close  together  with 
iron  chains :  it  is  the  only  communication  with  a  populous  suburb. 

The  six  principal  gates  are  double,  and  each  inner  gate  is  sup- 
ported by  an  outer  one,  which  is  twenty-five  yards  distant  from  it. 

The  line  of  wall  that  runs  off  from  the  one  side  of  the  inner  gate 
towards  the  outer,  is  the  leading  wall,  which  having  described  a 
section  of  a  parallelogram,  meets  the  inner  gate  at  the  other  side. 
Over  each  gateway,  whether  inner  or  outer,  a  guard-house  is 
raised,  and  generally  two  stories  high.  At  present  these  stations 
are  unoccupied :  firom  the  wall  the  scenery  is  good.  There  is  a 
moat  of  considerable  extent,  which  almost  encircles  the  city.  It  is 
calculated  at  2142  chang,  which  is  about  three  miles  long,  some 
parts  very  deep,  and  varies  in  width  from  thirty  to  forty  yards,  is 
well  supplied  with  water,  and  is  daily  navigated  by  small  boats. 

Chinhoe  citadel  and  town  is  at  the  entrance  of  the  Ningpo  river, 
and  about  thirteen  miles  from  the  dty ;  it  is  on  a  commanding 
height,  was  well  protected  by  forts,  walls,  cannon,  and  possessed 
several  large  armouries,  foundries,  &c.,  filled  with  guns,  musketry, 
swords,  pikes,  powder,  &c. ;  yet  its  garrison  of  15,000  men  was 
routed  in  a  few  hours  by  our  troops  and  seamen,  amounting  to 
about  1,500  men. 

The  situation  is  very  beautiful,  and  the  scenery  around  charm- 
ing. Along  the  river-banks  are  ice-houses  of  a  lolly  size,  with  high 

gable  roofs,  lightly  thatched  to  permit  ventilation.  IVom  these 
ice  ware-houses,  the  fishing  junks  are  largely  and  economically 
BuppUed. 

There  are  some  lai^e  buildings  at  Ningpo;  an  hexagonal 
tower  150  feet  high,  and  one  temple  in  particular  of  vast  size, 
with  numerous  columns  and  splendid  ceilings  varnished  in  gold 
and  silver  hues.    An  elegant  arch  or  screen  of  exquisitely  carved 
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style,  attracted  1117  notice.  The  elephants  engraved  thereon  were 
well  executed,  bnt  the  art  displayed  was  said  not  now  to  be  mani- 

fested in  China ;  the  date  was  about  400  years  old.  The  city  is 
said  to  contain  200,000  or  800,000  inhabitants. 

At  Ningpo  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  collect  some  informa- 
tion on  population.  The  heads  of  293  families  had  660  children 

living,  of  whom  357  were  boys,  and  303  were  girls;  369  persons 
had  637  brothers,  and  427  sisters.  Of  800  men  above  twenty 
years  of  age,  36  were  unmarried,  and  only  two  of  those  were  prac- 

tical polygamists ;  these  enquiries  were  made  amongst  the  poorest 
classes.  It  is  seldom  that  families  have  more  than  four  children, 
the  largest  in  the  list  had  six.  There  appears  to  be  less  mortality 
among  children  in  China,  than  in  England  or  the  United  States. 
The  people  of  Ningpo  are  very  indignant  at  being  charged  with 
infanticide,  yet  with  one  voice  charge  the  crime  on  the  people  of 
Fookien,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  the  Canton 

province. 
The  Missionaries,  English  and  American,  at  Ningpo,  as  well  as 

in  other  parts  of  China  have  done  great  good.  An  English  lady — 
a  Miss  Aldersey — ^has  settled  for  life  at  Ningpo  as  a  missionary,  and 
is  doing  much  good. 

The  missionary  hospital  at  Ningpo  was  opened  in  November 
1843.  During  the  first  three  months  650  patients  received  sur- 

gical treatment.  The  building,  which  is  in  the  business  part  of 
the  city,  was  freely  given  for  that  purpose  by  a  native  merchant. 
It  has  daily  gained  confidence  and  esteem  from  the  inhabitants. 
It  was  at  first  only  attended  by  the  poor,  but  in  a  few  months  the 
hospital  was  surrounded  with  grandees  in  their  sedans.  The 
missionaries  only  profess  to  cure  complaints  of  the  eyes,  which 
are  very  general,  particularly  entropium,  or  turning  in  of  the  Ud 
so  as  to  rub  the  cornea,  which  is  thought  to  proceed  from  poor  diet, 
as  some  wholly  live  on  fish  and  green  vegetables.  Next  to  ophthal- 

mic complaintig,  those  of  the  skin  are  most  frequent,  and  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  poor. 

Early  foreign  tradb  at  Ninofo. — ^A  native  work  published 
by  imperial  authority  about  fifty  years  ago,  gives  a  brief  sketch 
of  foreign  intercourse,  both  at  Tinghai  and  Ningpo.  The  writer 
of  this  history  purposes  to  give  the  transactions  of  the  period  1695, 
and  states  that  the  grace  and  dignity  of  imperial  majesty  having 
diffused  itself  far  and  wide,  the  ships  of  foreigners  arrived  in  a 
line  of  unbroken  succession :  that  foreign  goods  were  lightly  taxed, 
to  encourage  them.  It  was  then  decreed  that  the  annual  taxfirom 
English  imports  should  amount  to  10,000  taels  of  silver.  The 
writer  states  that  the  Hungmaw  is  the  Yingkweili  (English  nation) ; 
its  people  are  of  two  species,  white  and  black.  The  white  consti- 

tutes the  honourable  class,  the  black  the  inferior.  Their  ships 
are  built  of  double  plank,  they  are  different  from  Chinese  boats, 
and  they  sail  against  the  wind. 

All  efforts  failed  this  year  to  open  a  custom  house  at  Tinghai, 



INTERNAL  AND  FOREIGN  TRADE  AT  NIN6F0,       807 

for  the  accommodation  of  foreigners^  and  the  board  of  revenue  or- 
dered that  deputies  do  attend  then  from  Ningpo^  to  collect  the 

duties.  In  the  87th  of  the  same  Emperor's  reign^  a.d.  1699^  the 
hoppo  reported  that  the  '*  bay  of  Tinghae  fChusan)  was  much 
better  smtedfor  foreign  trade  than  Ningpo ;''  and  it  appears  that 
consent  was  obtained  from  the  board  of  revenue  to  open  trade ;  in 
1701  two  English  ships  arrived^  and  in  the  eighth  month  two  more 
ships.  It  appears  trade  was  going  on  most  prosperously^  but  the 
Ningpo  people  got  jealous  of  their  neighbours^  and  squabbling 
with  each  other  constantly^  when  the  trade  was  checked^  and  the 
factory  was  dissolved  in  1708. 

The  commerce  of  Ningpo  is  now  very  active  among  the 
Chinese  themselves.  About  670  junks  come  annually  to  this 
port  from  Shantung,  and  Leautung,  which  bring  oil  of  teuss  (peas) 
green  and  yellow ;  brandy^  pears^  chesnuts^  felt  caps^  cloth  and 
cordage  of  different  kinds,  hams,  salt  meat,  vegetables,  stag  horns, 
medicine  and  drugs,  wheat,  flour,  oil,  and  sauce  of  humps,  paste 
of  green  peas,  nuts,  barley,  seeds  of  the  water  melon,  oil  of  the 
fruit  tree  kin,  (black)  oil  of  the  pea  of  Suchoo,  a  fruit  called  the 
fleshy  date,  a  grain  known  as  paomi,  horns  of  animals,  rice,  a 
species  of  silk  called  kin  chou,  and  the  grain  of  the  nuan-mi, 
kanliang,  &c.  From  Fookein  and  Hainan,  about  560  junks  arrive 
with  sugar,  alum,  pepper,  black  tea,  iron,  wood,  indigo  (both  dry 
and  liquid)  salt  fish,^rice,  dye  woods  and  fruits :  from  Canton  about 
twenty-five  junks  with  sugar  candy,  cotton,  and  articles  as  above. 

From  the  straits  of  Malacca,  and  the  adjacent  isles  of  Jolo, 
some  ships  come  annually  with  cargoes  of  Straits  produce,  which 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Phillipines  :  these  are  called  ships  of 
the  west,  some  years  as  many  as  ten,  in  other  years  only  one  or 
two :  during  the  year  1844  none  arrived. 

From  the  interior,  by  rivers  and  canals  nearly  4,000  small  ves- 
sels arrive  annually ;  from  Ningpo,  large  quantities  of  wood  and 

charcoal  are  sent  to  Shanghai,  which  return  a  profit  of  25  per 
cent ;  it  is  said  that  in  the  Archipelago  of  Chusan,  distance  only 
twenty-four  miles  from  Chinhce,  more  than  20,000  people  are 
employed  catching  and  preserving  fish.  The  vessels  thus  employed 
belong  to  natives  of  Ningpo,  and  are  generally  the  property  of 
a  family,  or  small  company,  ten  or  fifteen  persons  uniting  to 
purchase  the  cargo. 

The  trade  of  Shantung  and  Leautung,  which  supports  Ningpo, 
is  annually  on  the  decline — and  well  informed  parties  attribute 
the  decline  to  the  increasing  prosperity  of  Singapore,  which  being 
a  fr^e  port,  has  at  all  times  a  large  stock  of  European 
goods^  and  the  products  of  the  Red  and  Persian  Seas,  the  Straits 
of  Malacca,  and  other  adjoining  countries.  There  is  an  annual 
increase  of  the  vessels,  wluch  come  from  Teintsin  and  other  ports 
of  the  empire,  to  supply  themselves  from  first  hands.  The  vast 
exportation  of  silver,  which  is  constantly  made  from  the  northern 
provinces  to  meet  the  imports  of  opium,  diminishes  they  say  the 
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demand  for  yariooi  articles  of  lazuiyi  as  well  as  tiie  capability 
of  purchasiiig  many  of  the  oonveniencies  aad  necessaries  of  life. 

The  natiTe  productions  of  Ningpo  have  been  sensibly  affected 
since  the  opening  of  the  ports;  a  piece  of  white  long  cloth 
(called  Nantdn)  which  six  years  ago  sold  for  six  dollars,  can 
now  be  porchased  for  three  dollars  and  a  half.  So  that  the 
direct  importation  of  similar  goods  to  their  own  manufiBU^tures 
has  already  thrown  many  looms  idle.  Besides  the  importation 

here,  and  still  more  into  Shanghai,  of  Straits'  produce  in  Euro- 
pean ships,  direct  from  Java  ana  Manilla,  Singapore,  must  have  a 

tendency  to  reduce  Ningpo  firom  the  character  of  an  emporium. 
Ningpo  can  maintain  its  position  by  becoming  a  port  for  the 
export  of  tea,  and  import  of  silks.  It  is  also  within  several 

days'  journey  less  to  the  green-tea  country  than  Shanghai,  avoid* 
ing  one  inland  custom  house,  by  which  tiiere  would  be  a  saving 
of  one  tad  of  silver  or  more  per  pecul. 

The  vessels  of  the  N.  E.  coast  carry  to  Shantung,  Leautung^ 
&c.,  tobacco,  porcelain  of  Fookien  and  Canton,  preserved  oranges, 
honey,  wood  for  building,  cane,  roots,  sugar  candy,  white  and 
brown  sugar^  alum,  European  goods,  opium,  native  cotton,  cloth 
(white  and  blue),  wax,  white  lead,  sapan  wood,  chop-sticks,  sUver 
and  gilt  paper  for  burning  in  the  temples,  white  and  yellow  paper, 
vemulion,  an  article  of  food  called  Tao  foo,  canes  to  serve  for 
building  materials,  wine  made  in  Siaosing,  wooden  covers  for  pots, 

canes  for  coolies,  brooms,  and  all  the  articles  known  as  Straits'  pro- 
duce. Calculating  the  660  vessels  of  the  N.E.  at  an  average  of 

2,500  peculs;  650  of  Formosa,  and  Fookien  at  1,600;  twenty 
of  Canton  and  Macao  at  2,500;  and  five  of  the  Straits  of  Malacca 
at  10,000 ;  the  quantity  is  about  2,566,000  peculs,  (or  169,360 
tons)  of  goods  exclusive  of  opium  imported  in  Chinese  vessels, 
and  calculating  the  value  of  the  imports,  one  with  another,  at 
three  dollars  per  pecul,  the  sum  of  7,650,000  dollars.  A  similar 
sum,  either  more  or  less,  may  be  calculated  as  the  value  of  the 
exports ;  notwithstanding  that  a  great  part  of  the  goods  which 
are  exported  to  the  N.E.  are  the  same  that  have  been  imported 
from  the  S.E.  Thus  it  appears  that  Ningpo,  like  Shanghai,  is  a 
port  where  articles  of  commerce  are  exchanged  between  the 
S.E.  and  N.E.  shores  of  the  empire.  This  proves  that  its  own 
imports  and  exports  are  inconsiderable,  as  in  the  natural  order 
of  events,  it  ought  only  to  provide  foreign  goods,  and  serve 
for  an  outlet  to  the  province  of  Chekiang  of  which  it  forms 
a  part;  or  at  most  to  the  neighbouring  cities  of  Anjui  and 
Quiansi. 

The  prices  of  cotton  cloth  (Native),  first  quality,  white  and  even, 
each  piece  twenty-four  feet  by  sixteen  inches,  is  600  catties.  Fine 
bleached  Nanking,  straw-colour,  eighteen  feet  by  twelve  indies,  600 
catties.  Ditto,  natural  colour,  same  quality,  400  catties.  Sheep  are 
in  abundance,  at  an  average  of  three  and  a  half  dollars  each.  Alum 
is  procured  from  the  mines  of  Uenchu  in  this  province,  and  ii 
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exported  from  Pignian^  a  port  on  the  coast  nearer  to  Fuh-clioo- 
foo  than  Ningpo,  but  not  so  distant  from  that  dtjr  as  from 
Amo^.  The  total  value  of  alum  exported  from  Ningpo  since  the 
openmg  of  the  port  to  January^  1845^  was  SO^CXX)  dollars.  The 
article  of  rhubarb  is  sold  here  much  cheaper  than  at  Canton;  first 
quality  thirty-five  dollars,  second  seventeen  dollars  per  pecul  of 
100  lb. 

Chief  articles  of  trade  at  Ninopo. — Hemp  is  not  im- 
ported into  Ningpo ;  it  is  a  long,  strong  fibre,  similar  to  what  is 

usually  imported  from  Manilla,  and  sells  from  nine  to  ten  doUars 
per  Ningpo  pecul  (100  lb.) ;  however  desirable  to  obtain  return 
cargoes,  this  article  can  never  be  one :  on  the  contrary,  it  is  more 
likely  to  be  an  article  of  import. 

Cotton,  raw,  is  an  article  of  export.  It  is  a  fair,  long  staple, 
well  cleansed  and  a  pure  white ;  price  of  the  Native  production 
twenty  doUars  per  pecul.  The  manufacturers  prefer  the  Manilla 
cotton.  As  for  the  lower  qualities  of  American  and  Bombay,  they 
are  almost  unsaleable  at  any  price. 

Bice  varies  from  two  to  three  dollars  per  pecul,  and  the  rice 
pecul  is  145  catties.  At  any  period  it  is  a  doubtful  article  of  im- 

port :  Bengal  Moonghy  finds  a  slow  sale  at  two  dollars  per  bag. 
Timber. — The  quality  in  most  general  use  is  scrft  pine,  not 

squared;  the  large  junks  are  chiefly  employed  in  carrying  this 
bulky  article ;  it  averages  twenty  dollars  per  load  of  fifty  cubit  feet ; 
planks  thirty-seven  dollars  per  load. 

Sugar, — ^The  cane  is  abundant,  but  entirely  used  as  an  edible ; 
the  supply  of  sugar  is  from  Formosa  and  Fookien;  the  cheapest 
is  from  six  to  seven  dollars  per  pecul ;  white,  and  a  good  grain,  nine 
dollars ;  best  candy  eleven  to  twelve  dollars. 

Pepper  (black)  selling  from  nine  to  twelve  dollars  per  pecul. 
Bird^^nests, — First  quality  eighty  dollars  per  catty;  second 

quality  sixty  dollars,  and  third  forty  dollars. 
Sandal  wood.'-'The  demand  is  trifling,  as  the  Chinese  do  not 

appear  to  properly  estimate  the  excellent  qualities  which  are  at- 
tached to  hard  woods.  Ningpo  prices  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  dol- 

lars per  pecul. 

Lead, — ^Pig  lead  selling  from  seven  dollars  fifty  cents. Woollen  chih, — Russian  has  hitherto  been  in  very  general  use, 
which  is  sold  at  extremely  low  prices ;  a  serviceable  cloth  is  sold 
from  180  cash  to  one  dollar  per  cubit ;  breadth  four  and  a  half 
cubits.     (See  Kiachta  and  Russian  trade). 

Tobacco  (leaf)  very  mild,  much  inferior  to  American,  seven  dollars 
per  pecul. 

Hidea  (cow  and  bullock^s)  ten  dollars  per  pecul  dressed;  un- 
dressed from  seven  dollars  up. 

White  lead  ranges  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  dollars  per  pecul. 
Used  as  a  cosmetic  chiefly. 

Castor  oil  (indigenous)  ranges  from  six  dollars  per  pecul,  used 
for  varnishes,  and  unknown  as  a  medicine. 
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Hie  Afadb  /Mf  oflbied  here  are  of  inferior  quality;  ̂ ^A  fl|:^iiteM[[ 
to  the  home  market,  and  sell  from  twenty^five  to  aixty^seveti' 
dellan  per  pecol.  ^^ 

Green  /ea#.— This  article  appears  to  suit  foreigners  much  betl^' 
tium  the  black  teas,  only  the  leaf  is  rather  too  lai^e  j  priees  -fixHii'* 
twenty-seven  to  seventy-eight  dollars  per  pecul.  ^'> SUke. — The  manuflACtnred  silks  are  much  similar  to  the  Canftbn 

goods;  the  average  is  about  seventeen  dollars  per  roll'  (twenty^ 
yards) ;  the  raw  materials  range  from  410  to  450  doUan.     Hanigi- 
dioo-foo  silks  are  sold  by  weight,  and  average   i^ut  fort^-'foUi" 
cents  per  ounce.  '- 

The  produce  of  a  Chinese  acre  of  land,  and  the  expense  of  Kvifi^ - 
at  Ningpo,  are  thus  stated : — 

One  mow  (Chinese  acre)  will  produce  on  an  average  fear  bags  of^ 

paddy  (unhusked  rice).  One  bag  of  paddy  is  equal  to  one  tan/or^ 
pecul,  or  to  100  kin  of  paddy  by  weighty  to  nearly  nine  tan  by  metL*^  > 
sure,  or  equal  in  weight  to  sixty-five  kin  of  rice  ready  for  cooking, 
or  in  measure  to  five  tan,  or  fifty  shing  of  the  same.  On  an  tivera^^ 

one  man  eats  one  shing  per  day,  or  four  bowls  of  rice.  "FkAA  la^^ bourers  eat  one  shing  or  four  bowls  at  a  sitting,  and  as  they  tkbf 

three  times  a  day,  constune  three  shing  daily,  or  tweire  bowls  isf' 
rice,  besides  vegetables  and  fish.  The  rate  of  living  is  very  maSB*"- 
rate.  In  Ningpo  a  man  can  live  on  forty  cash  eadi  meal,  tiiat  iS' 
120  cash  daily.  Three  persons  can  procure  at  a  cook-shop  a  dinner  ̂  
for  the  small  sum  of  120  cash,  which  is  about  one-ninth  of  a  dolliii*. 
Six  or  seven  rooms  can  be  had  for  about  ten  dollars  per  raontii.       ̂  

The  foregoing  statements  are  given  as  a  stimulus  to  furtlier'' 
enquiry. 

SHANGHAI. 

Shanghai,  the  principal  maritime  port  of  the  province  of  Kang-^ 
600,  it  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Woo-sung  Biver,  about' 
fourteen  miles  from  the  sea.     The  anchorage  at  the  mouth  of  the 

river  is  in  latitude  31°  25'  north,  longitude  121°  1'  SO''  east.    The  * 
Woo-sung  disembogues  into  the  great  Yangtzekang^    which  is 
aptly  called  the  main  artery  of  China.     The  Woo-sung  river  main-i  » 
tains  a  uniform  breadth  of  half  a  mile  or  more,  and  has  about  five  ' 
fathoms  in  mid-channel ;  the  entrance  is  through  a  maze  of  sand ' 
banks,  without  a  mark ;  the  coimtry  is  very  flat,  indeed  a  dead  v 
level  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  highly  cultivated.  ' 

The  river  Woo-sung,  on  which  the  city  of  Shanghai  is  situated^ } 
comes  out  of  the  Ta-hoo  (great  lake),  Chang*keaow-kow,  and  thcii 
traverses  the  Yun-ho,  or  great  canal,  and  thus  communicates  ^tii»o 
the  Yang-tsze-keang,  the  Yellow  river,  and  Peking;  from  thtd- ^ 
Yun-ho  it  enters  the  Pang-shan  lake,  and  flows  by  the  beatitifiBl.  f 
city  of  Suchow,  the  capital  of  the  southern  part  of  Kang-soo,  the.  - 
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most  commercial^  wealthy^  and  luxarious  cities  of  the  empire. 
From  this  place  numerous  navigable  rivers  communicate^  and  tra- 

verse each  other  in  every  direction.  This  river  enables  the  inha* 
bitants  to  trade  and  communicate  with  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
empire^  from  Peking  to  Yunnan^  and  from  the  eastern  coasts  to  the 
centre  of  the  deserts  in  Tartary. 

The  Woo-sung  river,  at  its  junction  with  the  Yangtze- 
kang,  is  flat,  with  scattered  trees;  but  on  ascending  the  river, 
although  the  banks  continue  low,  hills  of  400  feet  appear  on  the 
left  bank,  at  five  miles  from  the  river.  On  the  right  bank  there  is 
also  some  elevation;  villages  are  scattered  in  every  direction,  but 
most  numerous  on  the  left  bank. 

Two  forts  are  at  the  entrance  of  the  Woo-suhg,  bearing  north- 
west  and  south-east,  distant  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  On  the  left 
bank  is  a  quay,  three  miles  long;  two  batteries,  one  near  the  west- 
em  comer  of  the  quay,  the  other  at  the  entrance. 

In  the  river  of  Woo-sung,  high  water,  full  and  change  about 
one  hour  thirty  minutes,  rise  fifteen  to  eighteen  feet;  stream  from 
south-east  round  by  east  and  north.  Blows  at  full  and .  change 
frith  rain.  July,  barometer,  29'74 ;  thermometer,  78 ;  winds 
south-easterly.  August;  barometer,  29*78;  thermometer,  81. 
September;  barometer,  29*90;  thermometer,  77;  winds  more 
variable ;  barometer,  as  in  other  parts  of  China,  rises  with  northerly 
i^nds,  and  falls  with  west  and  southerly. 

The  heat  is  very  great  in  July,  August,  and  September,  but  at 
other  periods  the  temperature  is  very  agreeable ;  and  snow  falls  in 
^nter,  remaining  on  the  ground  some  days. 

The  city  of  Shanghai,  has  a  rampart  or  wall,  with  a  circuit  of 
about  five  miles.  It  has  many  embrasures,  where  cannon  might 
be  pointed,  but  is  rather  narrow  in  some  places.  The  wall  is 
without  bastions,  exterior  defences,  and  ditches ;  the  houses  of  the 
suburbs  are  built  quite  close  to  the  wall.  It  has  five  entrances, 
each  consisting  of  two  gates,  but  no  drawbridges,  or  defences. 
The  streets  are  narrow  and  filthy,  but  the  number  of  shops  is 
amazing,  and  bustling  trade  and  commerce  everywhere  evident. 
On  entering  the  river,  the  forest  of  shipping  and  masts,  indicates 
it  a  place  of  commercial  importance ;  it  is  said,  that  in  the  month 
of  January,  it  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  to  behold  3,000  junks  in 
the  river,  opposite  the  city.  The  population  is  said  to  be  about 
120,000.  It  is  only  150  miles  by  the  river  from  Su-chow,  (of 
which  Shanghai  is  the  port),  the  most  delightful  city  in  all  China, 
hence  called  Paradise.  In  buildings,  appearance,  and  opulence, 
Shanghai  is  inferior  to  Ningpo. 

Shanghai  is  connected  by  water  communications  with  one  third 
of  China ;  and  there  is,  therefore,  considerable  internal  as  well  as 
external  trade.  The  coasting  trade  is  very  large ;  jimks  arriving 
from  Singapore,  Java,  Penang,  Malacca,  Sumatra,  Borneo,  8cc., 
which  are  entered  at  the  custom-house  as  coming  from  Fookien, 
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or  Canton,  bring  European  goods  of  all  kinds ;  opium^  flints,  pafh 

per,  sharka'-fins,  deers'-lioms,  cochineal,  hides,  naik,  nnliD^% 
liquid,  and  dried  indigo,  biche-de-mer,  birds*nesl8,  moti^r 
o'-pearl,  shells,  tortoiseshell,  ivory,  bafffdoes  humps,  sugar-l^ad^ 
gold-thread,  and  all  kinds  of  wood  for  spars,  ornamental  and  fin^ 
grant,  as  well  as  materials  for  dying ;  medicines  from  the  Red  Se«^ 

Persian,  Indian,  &c«  There  *  come  annually  to  Shanghai,  by  the 
Yangtzekang,  and  its  branches,  vessels  from  various  ports^ 
amounting  in  all  to  6,400.  These  never  put  out  to  sea.,  but  oonf 
yej  into  the  interior,  the  goods  brought  by  vessels  from  the  soutlsi 
imd  north,  as  well  as  transport  from  the  interior,  the  goods  tQ.te 
despatched  by  these  vessels.  In  addition  to  the  vessels  em^yw 
in  the  inland  navigation,  and  those  which  go  to  sea,  amounting  to 
7,000,  there  are  also  at  Shanghai,  innumerable  boats  and  l^BXgsfi 
employed  in  fishing,  and  in  conveying  passengers  and  goods. 
Shanghai  is  not  only  a  port  of  great  trade  m  imports  and  exports, 
but  an  emporium  where  there  is  an  exchange  of  national  and 
foreign  commodities,  between  the  southern  and  northern  parts  of 
the  empire.    There  are  annually  imported  into  Shanghai,  520,000 
Seculs  of  sugar,  128,000  peculs  of  sapan  wood;  an  equal  quantify  of 
ye  stuffs;  from  3,000  to  4,000  of  canes,  1,960  biche-detpst, 

1700  of  sharks^fins,  and  1,500  birds^-nests.  These  latter  articles 
are  well  known  to  be  smuggled  to  a  very  large  extent*  Sugar  h^ 
always  been  charged  a  smaU  duty,  about  100  cash  per  pecul. 

The  ships  of  the  north,  those  which  return  to  Quan*tung,  Shen- 
sing,  and  Lean-tung,  Shensi,  and  Lea-wung,  carry  away  cotton, 
tea,  paper,  silks,  and  cotton  stuffs  from  Nanking  and  Suchow. ; 
European  goods  and  flints,  opium,  and  a  great  part  of  the  sugar, 
pepper,  biche-de-mer,  and  birds^nests,  &c.,  which  the  vessels,  pa3S- 
ing  under  the  name  of  Fookein  and  Canton  bring  to  Shanghfd. 
These  last  mentioned  vessels  return  with  cargoes  of  cotton,  earthen- 

ware, (principally  from  Formosa)  pork  salted,  green  tea,  raw  and 
manufactured  silks,  native  cotton  cloths,  blankets,  hemp,  fruits,  &c. 
There  is  also  an  interchange  of  a  vast  number  of  articles  connected 
with  the  coasting  trade,  such  as  baskets,  charcoal,  shoes,  coal,  wood, 
pipes,  tobacco,  gypsum,  varnish,  umbrellas,  mats,  lanterns,  sponges, 
sacks,  vegetables,  fruits,  &c. 

The  vessels  which  arrive  at  Shanghai  are  known  at  the  custom 
house  Bs  those  of  the  north,  of  Fookien  and  Canton.  The  vessels 
of  Quantnng,  Leaoutung,  and  Teintsin,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Pei-ho,  the  river  which  passes  Peking  and  the  province  of  Shan- 

tung. The  vessels  of  Quantung  and  Leaoutung  are  the  same  .as 
those  of  Teintsin,  Those  from  Shantung  proceed  from  the  dif- 

ferent ports  of  that  province.  Both  are  known  under  the  name 
of  vessels  of  the  north;  and  the  number  which  arrive  annually  is 
about  930  at  the  commencement  of  the  N.E.  monsoon. 

From  Fookien  nearly  800  come  annually,  but  the  greater  por- 
tion of  that  number  from  Hainan  or  Formosa,  also  from  Manilla, 
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Bali^  aod  other  ports.  About  400  come  from  Canton;  the  dhief 
part  from  Singapore,  Penang,  Sulo,  Sumatra,  Siam,  and  other 
{daeer^  A  coasting  trade  in  English  brigs  and  schooners  is  now 
commencing  at  Shanghai.  The  junks,  therefore,  of  the  outer  sea, 
which  come  to  Shanghai  annually  are  1,600;  occasionally  they 
have  amounted  to  1,800 ;  taking  them  on  an  average  of  200  tons, 
there  will  appear  to  be  an  importation  of  800,000  tons.  The  ves- 
rab  of  the  north  are  900,  and  those  of  the  south  only  700,  these 
latter  havd  a  greater  total  amount :  among  the  former  are  many 
of  upwards  of  sixty  tons.  The  vessels  of  the  north  bring  a  great 
quantify  of  dry  paste  (tauping),  salted  meat,  oil,  hams,  wine,  timber 
for  ship  building,  wheat,  chestnuts,  pears,  and  greens.  From  Foo- 
kien,  sugar,  indigo,  (liquid  and  dried,)  sweet  potatoes,  fish,  black 
tea;  paper,  and  soap.  From  Canton,  sugar,  cinnamon.  Canton 
doth,  mnts,  glass  and  chiystal,  perfumes,  soap,  and  wlute  lead. 

Shanghai  being  a  cotton  distnct^  does  not  aboimd  in  rice.  It 
i»  the  port  of  many  great  cities. 

Sugar. — The  whole  exports  from  the  Philippines  is  insufficient 
to  supply  the  wants  of  Shanghai.  This  article  rises  sometimes  to 
a  very  extravagant  price,  as  failures  of  the  crops  in  Formosa  are 
frequent. 

Cbllo».~The  consumption  is  very  great;  large  quantities  ex- 
ported to  Formosa  and  the  north.  Its  price,  when  over  supplied, 

is  about  15  dollars  a  pecul;  some  periods  it  is  known  to  rise  to 
28  and  24  dollars. 

Hemp. — The  native  article  is  a  most  excellent  quality,  but 
ranges  high— rfrom  eight  to  nine  dollars  per  pecul.  Coir,  and 
other  inferior  materials,  are  substituted.  7,000  vessels,  besides 
boats  and  barges,  must  consume  a  vast  quantity  of  cordiage. 

Cocoa  Nut  Oil. — The  oil  for  burning  that  is  made  in  China^  is 
very  inferior  in  quality ;  a  better  articlie  is  likely  to  be  in  demand 
m  the  wealthy  and  fashionable  Suchan^ 

Sapan  Wood  maintains,  at  all  times,  a  high  price,  frtmi  two*and- 
a*half  to  three  dollars  per  pecul. 

Bird's  Nests,  Biche  de  Mer,  Shark's  Mnsy  Deer's  Horns,  Canes. — 
These  articles  arrive  from  the  soutbexn  patrt  of  the  Qoxmtry. 

Hides,  for  making  glue. — "i^o  g^ue  appears  to  be  made  in  thia district. 

Sulphur. — Private  persons  cannot  buy  it,  and  government  use 
the  native  produce. 

Molave,  Red  Wood,  Ebony ̂ — These  woods  are  here  accounted  a 
good  branch  of  commerce. 

Lead. — ^The  Americans  supply  it  cheaper  than  any  other  country. 
Wheat  can  be  bought,  when  there  is  no  scarcity,  at  one-and-a- 

half  dollar  per  pecul  of  100  catties.  Flour,  in  favourable  seasons, 
can  be  bought  at  two  and  two-and-a-half  dollars. 

SUks. — For  superior  textures  of  silk,  this  is  a  better  market  than 
Canton ;  sewing  silk  of  every  kind,  in  colours,  is  prepared  m,  Han- y2 
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chew  and  Nanking.    The  crapes  made  in  this  district  are  superior 
to  what  are  generally  seen  in  Canton. 

Nankin, — The  yellow  cotton  cloth  known  under  this  name;  100 
pieces  may  be  procured  for  forty  dollars  of  21^  chi. 

Tea — Green,  may  be  purchased  here  nearly  twenty  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  at  Canton. 

Rhubarb — may  be  obtained  at  Shanghai  full  as  cheap  as  st 
Canton. 

Harm,  of  a  good  quality  may  be  had  of  the  weight  of  fire  catties 
for  one  dollar. 

Excellent  sheep,  fiye  dollars  each. 
Fat,  though  small,  bullocks  eleven  to  fifteen  dollars  each. 
Pheasants,  large  and  good,  one  shilling  each. 

'  Hares,  wild  geese,  and  wild  ducks,  abundant. 
Bread,  sweet,  well  made,  and  cheap. 
In  addition  to  teas  and  silks,  among  the  articles  procurable  at 

Shanghai,  are  camphor,  china  root,  cassia,  the  best  porcelain. 
Articles  are  also  brought  here  firom  Japan,  Siam,  Cochin  China, 
and  Tonquin,  such  as  copper,  sugar,  gamboge,  raw  silk,  stick-lac, 

liquid  indigo,  and  plumbago,  good  hemp,  and  a  superior  descrip- ' tion  of  fine  flax. 

Coal  is  abundant  in  Shanghai, — it  is  burned  in  our  steamers, 
and  appears  like  the  description  termed  "  kennel  coal  /'  it  is  ap- 

parently worked  near  the  surface,  and  a  better  sort  would  most 
probably  be  obtained  by  mining.  The  Chinese  prefer  charcoal  for 
cooking ;  and  dried  reedy  grass  is  always  used,  where  procurable, 
for  boiling  rice;  the  heat  thus  produced  being  very  great  and 
sudden. 

Nearly  the  staple  article  of  Shanghai  is  a  large  white  pea,  which 
is  ground  in  a  mill,  and  then  pressed  in  a  complicated  piece  of 
machinery  to  extract  the  oil,  which  is  used  for  eating  and  burning 
— principally  the  latter  purpose;  the  cake  is  then  made  up  in  the 
shape  of  a  Gloucester  cheese,  or  good-sized  grinding-stone.  The 
quantity  which  leaves  Shanghai  is  enormous,  according  to  Mr. 
Thom,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Ningpo,  this  article  is  distributed 
throughout  China,  from  Shanghai  alone,  to  the  annual  amount  of 
ten  million  dollars,  or  nearly  two-and-a-half  millions  sterling. 
It  is  used  as  food  for  pigs  and  buffaloes,  and  as  manure,  for  which 
latter  purpose  it  is  highly  esteemed. 

The  Chinese  merchants,  it  is  said,  were  anxious  to  obtain  mus- 
ters of  the  different  kinds  of  silk  suited  to  the  English  market. 

Most  of  the  fabric  made  in  Shanghai  are  with  thrown  Mk.  The 
skill  of  the  workmen  in  this  district,  together  with  the  well-known 
enterprise  of  the  manufacturers,  have  established  the  character  of 
their  goods  throughout  the  empire.  The  chief  articles  manu- 

factured are :  damasks,  satins,  mazarines,  and  crapes,  also  figured 
and  plain  heavy  serges.  The  safest  article  of  export  is  the  Hang- 
chow  and  Nanking  plain  white,  and  the  Tong-pa  and  Ching-tong 
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yellow  Pongees.  If  purchased  in  the  gum,  and  not  boiled  off,  the 
f  vrdiaser  will  not  be  so  liable  to  be  cheated,  as  they  are  frequently 
in<^eased  in  the  weight,  and  improved  in  their  apparent  quality 
with  congee  (rice  paste). 

In  the  Wusung  custom-house  a  register  is  kept  of  all  the  native 
vessels  which  ̂ iter  and  leave  the  river.  While  the  British  forces 
were  in  possession  of  it,  Mr.  Lay  obtained  several  volumes  of  this 
record,  from  which  it  appears  the  pages  of  these  books  are 
divided  into  ten  columns :  in  the  margin  is  the  day  of  the  month, 
while  the  year  is  marked  on  the  outside  of  each  volume ;  at  the 
head  of  each  column  is  set  down  the  name  of  the  place  to  which 

the  vessel  belongs ;  the  owners'  name,  her  cargo,  and  lastly  where 
she  is  bound  for.  The  articles  mentioned  in  the  exports  are 
paper,  cotton,  cloth,  coarse  drugs,  ginger,  ink,  stones,  damaged  ends 
of  cotton,  tubular  cap  stands,  spirits,  confections,  sugar,  cottons, 
leeks,  grass-cloth,  silkworm  cases,  choice  wood,  ornamented  cloth, 
woollen  rugs  and  blankets,  hemp  thread,  needles,  alum,  earthen- 

ware, timber,  artificial  flowers,  glass,  summer  cloth,  or  muslin,  and 
chop  sticks.  Many  vessels  from  Canton  are  freighted  with  cakes 
made  of  the  external  coverings,  or  testa  of  beans,  in  other  words 
the  refuse  that  remains  after  the  pulse  cheese  has  been  squeezed 
through  a  cloth.  These  vessels  are  represented  as  on  their  way 
back,  having  disposed  of  their  cargo.  Cakes  thus  prepared  are 
given  to  swine  for  fodder,  and  also  used  as  manure.  Vessels  from 
the  island  of  Tsungming,  whose  staple  is  cotton,  bear  a  large  pro- 

portion among  the  entries.  Rice  is  not  cultivated  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  maintain  the  inhabitants  :  according  to  the  statement 
of  a  Native,  the  land  tax  is  not,  as  is  usually  the  case,  paid  part 
moniey  and  part  rice ;  but  entirely  in  money.  The  average  rate 

per  '^  mari^  which  is  an  area  of  about  248  square  poles  or  rods,  is 
from  three  to  four  hundred  cash,=about  1*.  5rf. 

Vessels  freighted  with  tea,  paper,  cloth,  sugar,  artificial  flowers, 
drugs  and  timber,  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Shantung,  and  Chihle, 
from  whence  they  return  laden  with  all  kinds  of  pulse.  This  can- 

not, however,  meet  the  valuable  cargoes  they  take,  part  must  be 
paid  in  money.  Vessels  returning  empty  are  those  from  Canton 
and  the  coast  of  Fookien,  which  having  sold  their  sugar,  pulse 
cakes,  &c.,  are  on  their  way  home.  Cotton  cultivation  is  consider- 

able in  the  vicinity  of  Sh&nghai,  a  number  of  vessels  belonging  to 
those  places  are  filled  with  cloth,  thread,  paper,  and  artificial 
flowers,  all  bound  for  Chihle  and  Shantung. 

The  accounts  here  given,  are  done  with  a  view  to  stimulate  fiir- 
l^her  inquiry.  Each  consulate  should  furnish  a  report  on  the  topo- 

graphy, prices,  staples,  &c.,  of  the  station. 
The  small  amount  of  trade  at  Amoy,  Foochoo,  and  Ningpoo, 

is  shown  at  page  150  *  and  there  is  but  little  prospect  of  increase. 
*   Id  the  Table  at  p.  101,  the  value  of  the  tea  exported  iroin  Shanghai,  Ningpo, 

Fuhchoo,  and  Amoy  was  omitted.     It  amounted  to  iS465,928» 
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The  expenditure^  therefore^  requires  reviBion :  even  if  we  keep 
open  the  ports  of  Ningpo,  Fuhchoo^  and  Amoy^  the  consulate  and 
superintendent  of  trade  department  charges  may^  with  advantage  to 
the  public  service,  be  reduced  from  about  £30,000  a-year,  to  JE15,000 
per  annum. 

It  would  be  necessary  to  retain  at  Shanghai  a  amsul,  but  at  the 
other  three  pcNrts  a  vice-consul  at  each  would  be  sufficient,  and 
the  superintendency  of  the  trade  department  ought  to  be  abolished, 
as  its  duties  would  be  more  efficiently  done  by  a  consul-general  at 
Canton,  with  a  supervising  control.  The  consular  salaries  would 
be  defi^yed  by  bills  drawn  on  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  All 
correspondence  would  be  direct  between  the  Foreign  Office  and 
consul-general.  At  Ningpo,*for  instance,  where  no  English  ves- 

sel has  traded  during  the  years  1844-45,  and  there  is  not  one 
European  merchant  we  had  during  the  year,  a  consul,  a  vice-con- 

sul, an  interpreter  (although  the  consul  is  a  superior  Chinese 
scholar),  a  surgeon,  first  and  second  consul  assistant,  &c.  At 
Foochoo,  where  there  is  no  trade,  we  have  a  consul,  (  a  vice-con- 

sul is  named  to  proceed  there,)  an  interpreter,  no  surgeon  (the 
consul  being  a  surgeon),  and  two  consular  assistants,  &c. 

At  Amoy  we  have  a  consul,  a  vice-consul,  a  surgeon,  consular 
assistants,  &c.  One  efficient  vice-consul  would  fulfil  the  duties,  if 
there  were  ten  times  the  amount  of  the  present  trade  at  Amoy. 
The  following  scale  of  consular  establishment  would  be  amply 
sufficient  for  our  present  trade  and  position  in  China : — 

Canton  : — Consul-general  £20(yd ;  vice-consul  £900 ;  inter- 
preter ^£500 ;  two  assistants  at  £400  and  £300  each,  £700;  con- 

tingencies, ordinary  and  extraordinary,  £900 — £5,OC)0. 
Shanghai  : — Consul  £1,500 ;  interpreter  and  first  assistant 

£450;  second  assistant  £250;  contingencies,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, £800— £3,000. 

NiNGPo  : — Vice-consul,  to  be  acquainted  with  Chinese  language 
£800;  assistant  £300 ;  contingencies,  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
£400— £1,500.  Foochoo,  as  Ningpo  £1,500;  Amoy,  ditto 
£1,500— £12,500. 

House-rent,  &c.,  for  each  consulate  £500  a-year  each  £2,500 ; 
total  consular  and  trade  department  £15,000. 

If  the  soundness  and  justice  of  these  views  and  opinions  be 
denied  on  reasoning  and  facts  entitled  to  consideration,  it  is  sug- 

gested that  a  commission  of  three  disinterested  men  be  appointed 
to  report  on  the  whole  question. 

The  expense  of  this  commission  would  be  trifling  and  temporary^ 
compared  with  the  large  and  permanent  expenditure  now  being 
incurred  from  the  British  Treasury  on  the  coast  of  China. 

[The  above  is  embodied  in  a  minute  of  ̂'  Points  sulunitted  for 
the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  British 
Position  in  China/'  dated  3rd  of  September^  1846.] 

J 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

HONG  KONG:  ITS  POSITION,  PROSPECTS,  CHARACTER, 

AND  UTTER  WORTHLESSNESS  IN  EVERY  POINT 

OP  VIEW  TO  ENGLAND. 

[This  report,  with  a  very  few  corroborative  remarks,  is  given 
verbatim  as  furnished  to  Governor  Davis  in  July,  1844.*  Every 
statement  herein  made  has  since  been  amply  confirmed ;  yet  for 
making  this  report  the  writer  was  censured  by  the  governor,  who 
wrote  home  that  he  "  entertained  a  confident  expectation  Hong 
Kong  would  supersede  Canton."  He  might  as  well  have  said  that 
Heligoland  would  supersede  London.  Even  to  the  present  mo- 

ment, interested  persons  are  endeavouring  to  maintain  the  delusion 
respecting  Hong  Kong.] 

Hong  Kong,  which  in  the  Chinese  language  signifies  "  red  har- 
bour'' is  in  north  latitude  22°  16'  27'',  east  longitude  114*^  14'  48", 

distant  about  forty  miles  east  from  Macao.  It  forms  one  of  a 
numerous  but  scattered  group  of  lofty  islands  termed  the  "  La- 
drones,''  which  vary  in  size  and  height,  but  agree  in  their  arid  and 
rugged  features.  The  length  of  the  island,  from  east  to  west,  is 
about  eight  miles,  with  a  breadth  of  two  to  four  miles  j  it  is  sepa- 

rated from  the  mainland  of  China  by  a  strait  or  inlet  of  the  sea, 
varying  in  breadth  from  about  half  a  mile  to  three  miles ;  one  en- 

trance, the  Lymoon  Pass,  is  less  than  a  mile  wide. 

♦  To  His  Excellency  J.  F,  Davis,  G&verHor  qfHong  Kong, 

"  At  sea,  latitude  27  N„  East  coast  of  China, 
"  Sir,  '*  July  24,  1844,  on  board  *Syed  Khan,* 

"  I  Lave  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  accompany iib'g  report 
on  the  Island  of  Hong  Kong,  which  I  had  just  completed  when  I  i^as  seized  with  tb« 
recent  severe  attack  of  illness  which  obliged  me  to  proceed  to  sea. 

"  The  documentary  appendix  will  not  be  ready  until  after  my  return  to  Hong  Kong. 
The  facts  contained  in  the  report  are,  however,  sufficiently  conclusive  for  the  forma- 

tion of  a  judgment  on  the  present  or  prospective  value  of  the  colony ;  and  1  have  to 
solicit  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  transmitting  the  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  as  1  believe  no  report  on  Hong  Kong  has  yet  been  laid  before  Her  Ma- 
Jetty's  Government, 

**  Having  devoted  twenty  years  to  the  personal  examination  and  study  of  the  colo- 
nies of  England,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Holland,  my  mind  has  been  prepared 

for  an  investigation  of  Hong  Kong ;  and  I  trust  I  may  not  be  deemed  presumptuous 
in  hiKvlDg  thus  early  formed  my  conclusions  on  the  existing  value  and  future  prospects 
of  the  colony. "  I  have,  &C., 

"  R.  M.  Martin, 

«  Colonial  Treasurer:* 



Fhtbioal  Asfbot.— ̂ The  idaiid  oonriatB  of  a  hrok&a  iSdn^riir 
"  hog's  back  '^  of  monntainoua  hills,  nuining  £tom  W^N^yV  •  %o 
B.8«lLy  at  aa  ayen^  height  of  about  1,000  feet;  but  from  this 
ridge  and  its  spun,  yarious  conical  mountains  are  elerated  to  tlJs 
height  of  1500  to  2000  feet  above  the  sea  and  very  precipitoiis. 
Tlie  whole  idand,  indeed^  rises  abruptly  from  the  ocean,  partictk- 
larlv  on  the  north  face;  there  are  a  few  narrow  valleys  am dsqp 
ravmes,  through  which  the  sea  occasionally  bursts,  or  which  4eri^ 
as  conduits  for  the  mountain  torrents ;  but  on  the  nortii  side  fdf 
the  island,  especially  where  the  town  of  Victoria  is  built,  the  redi^ 
ridge  approaches  dose  to  the  sea,  and  it  was  only  by  hewing 
through  this  ridge,  that  a  street  or  road  could  be  made  to  epnneot 
the  straggling  town  of  Victoria,  which  stretches  along  the  waiter 
edge  for  nearly  four  miles,  although  only  oompriaing  about  axfy 
European  houses,  and  several  Chinese  huts  and  bazaars.  Here  am 
there,  on  the  tops  of  uome  isolated  hills,  or  along  the  precipitoms 
sh^s  of  the  mountains,  some  houses  have  been  constructed,  but 
the  rugged,  broken,  and  abrupt  precipices  and  deep  rocky  ravines, 
will  ever  effectually  prevent  the  formation  at  Victoria  of  any  cqq- 
centrated  town,  adapted  for  mutual  protection,  deanUness,  and 
comfort.  Hong  Kong  cannot  be  said  to  possess  any  vegetation  ̂ a 
few  goats  with  difficulty  find  pasturage.  After  the  heavy  rains  i»f 
May,  June,  July,  and  August,  the  hiUs  assume  somewhat  of  a 
greenish  hue,  but  the  whity-brown  or  red  streaked  ridges  wil3i 
the  scattered  masses  of  black  rocks,  give  a  most  uninvitiDg  aad 
desolate  aspect  to  the  island,  which  is  unrelieved  by  the  adjacent 
mainland,  whose  physical  features  are  precisely  similar  to  tiiat  of 
Hong  Kong. 

-  Dr.  MTherson,  in  his  work  '^  Two  Years  in  China,''  expresses 
the  following  opinion  respecting  Hong  Kong  :«— 

"  In  other  respects  (that  is,  excepting  its  harbour),  this  new 
colony  possesses  but  few  achaniages.  Its  northern  side  is  formed 
by  a  connected  ridge  of  mountains,  the  highest  of  which  is  about 
2000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Except  in  a  few  spots^  these 
mountains  are  barren  and  uncultivated;  formed  by  black  project- 

^  ing  masses  of  granite,  the  intervals  giving  shelter  to  herbage  and 
brushwood.  There  are  no  trees  of  luiy  size ;  and  unlike  the  gene- 

rality of  mountainous  districts,  it  possesses  but  a  few  vallef^,  emd 
these  not  of  any  extent.  The  mountains,  for  the  most  part,  foU 
perpendundarly  into  the  $ea,  thus  leamng  but  little  space  for  buUdmg 
at  their  base^ 

^'  The  appearance  of  Hong  Kong  is  anything  but  prepossesaong, 
and  to  those  who  have  hitherto  ren-ded  upon  it,  the  climate  has 
proved  far  from  salubrious.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  rank  vegeta- 

tion on  the  face  of  the  hill ;  the  ground  on  which,  after  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain,  becomes  elastic  and  boggy.  On  the  Cowloon  side  of 
the  bay  (in  the  Chinese  territory),  the  atmosphere  is  at  all  times 
more  pure,  and  the  changes  of  temperature  less  sudden ;  indeedi 
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idt^git^erit  appe&ra  li  far  more  likeljr  and  pii^^eiable  i^t  to  f orm 
^ai  settlement  tluua  on  the  Hong  Kong  side/^ 

GfiOLoeY. — There  is  no  igneous  formation  in  Hong  Kong ;  th^ 
^idand  partakes  (^  the  same,  geological  character  as  the  whole  south 
eoast  of  China^  excepting  that  it  seems  of  older  formation.    The 
strttctore  may  be  briefly  described  as  consisting  of  decomposed, 
coarse  granite,  intermixed  with  strata  of  a  red  disintegrating  sand* 
'«toiie>  crumbling  into  a  stifiF  ferruginous-looking  day.     Here  and 
itii^pe  huge  boulder  stones,  which  gunpowder  will  not  blast,  may  be 
^pe^Bti  embedded  in  a  stiff,  pudding  earth,  or  they  are  strewed  oy^ 
.ttJate  tc^s  and  sides  of  the  mountains.     Qneis  and  felspar  ore  found 
dn  £ragments.    That  the  granite  is  rotten,  and  passing,  like  dead 
^asumdi  and  vegetable  substances,  into  a  putrescent  state,  is  evidenced 
^mn.  the  erumbling  of  the  apparently  solid  rock  beneath  the  touch, 
IsbA  from  the  noxious  vapour,  carbonic  acid  gas,  or  nitrogen  which  it 
yielcbi  when  the  sun  strikes  fervidly  on  it  after  rain.     On  examin- 

ing the  sites  of  houses  in  Victoria,  whose  foundations  were  bdng  ex- 
,  cavrated  in  the  sides  of  the  hills,  the  strata  appeared  like  a  richly  pre- 

pared compost,  emitting  a  fetid  odour  of  the  most  sickening  nature, 
>Bnd  which  at  night  must  prove  a  deadly  poison.    This  strata  quickly 
.absorbs  any  quantity  of  rain,  which  it  returns  to  the  surface  in  the 
nature  of  a  pestiferous  mineral  gas.    The  position  of  the  town  of 
/Victoria,  which  may  be  likened  to  the  bottom  of  a  crater  with  a 
lake,  prevents  the  dissipation  of  this  gas,  while  the  geological 
£»rmation  favours  the  retention  of  a  morbific  poison  on  the  surtaee, 
to  be  occasionally  called  into  deadly  activity. 

Lyell,  in  his  *' Principles  of  Gteology,"  vol  i.,  page  817,  says, 
the  disintegration  of  granite  is  a  striking  feature  of  large  districts 
in  Auvergne,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clermont.  This 

decay  was  called  by  Dolomieu  "  la  maladie  du  granit,^^  and  the 
sock  may  with  propriety  be  said  to  have  the  rot,  for  it  crumbles  to 
pieces  in  the  hand.  The  phenomenon  may  without  doubt  be  as- 

.  cribed  to  the  continual  disengagement  of  carbonic  acid  gas  from 

numerous  fissures';  it  is  this  gas  which  is  evolved  at  the  Grotto  del Cane  near  Naples,  and  which  is  so  pernicious  to  animal  life.  It  is 

disengaged  at  Limagna  d' Auvergne  in  France,  in  quantities-^a 
lighted  cantle  or  other  burning  body  is  extinguished  by  the  gas. 

^  Water  materially  aids,  by  its  solvent  power,  tiie  operation  of  car« 
.  bonic  acid  gas  in  the  decomposition  of  rocks.  This  gas  is  invisible, 
and  destitute  of  smell,  mudi  heavier  than  common  air;  owing  to 
its  specific  gravity,  it  may  be  poured  from  one  vessel  to  another ; 
naay  be  collected  over  water,  which  largely  absorbes  it,  and  is 
hi^dy  deleterious  to  animals.  It  is  discharged  from  the  surfisice 
qf  the  water  of  some  natural  springs,  and  from  deep  and  narrow 
vaUies.  Other  gases  are  evolved  from  the  earth.  Dolomieu  states 
that  he  ascertained  the  presence  of  sulphureous  acid,  muriatic  acid, 
hepatic  gas  or  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  inflammable  air  or 
hydrogen,  as  well  as  carbonic  acid.    The  most  abundant  of  the 
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gittCM  extricated  from  the  bowels  of  tbe  earthi  next  to  carbonic 
acid  gas,  is  probably  oarburetted  hydrogen,  which  is  so  rapidly 
destruetiye  of  life  in  coal-mines ;  it  is  also  sometimes  emitted  &om 
the  sur&ce  of  the  soil,  or  of  springs  and  wells ;  M.  de  la  Beche  de- 

scribes the  manner  in  which  the  disintegration  of  rocks  takes  place 
owing  to  the  protracted  action  of  the  atmospheric  moisture*  The 
feldspar  contained  in  granite  is  often  easily  decomposed.  Some 
trap  rocks,  from  the  presence  of  feldspar,  are  liable  to  decomposi- 

tion, as  in  some  parts  of  Jamaica.  The  main  parts  of  granite  are 
quartz,  feldspar  and  mica.  Some  qualities  of  this  primitive  rock 
contain  only  feldspar  and  mica:  this  is  generally  the  case  in 
Hong  Kong,  where  the  feldspar  is  large,  the  chrystals  looking  like  a 
quartsose  gravel.  The  soimd  granite  of  Hong  Kong  is  in  isolated 
blocks.  No  drainage  can  ever  render  Hong  Kong  salubrious ;  and 
it  is  very  desirable  that  this  fallacy  should  be  exploded,  as  the  only 
effect  is  to  drain  money  from  the  British  treasury. 

If  further  proof  be  wanting  of  this,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
following  most  valuable  facts,  adduced  by  Dr.  Heyne  of  the  Madras 
artillery,  and  which  I  did  not  see  until  iJter  my  report  on  the  cause 
of  sickness  at  Hong  Kong  was  written. 

The  remarks  of  Dr.  Heyne  ought  to  be  carefully  attended  to  in 
the  formation  of  colonies,  sites  of  towns,  garrisons,  stations,  en- 

campments, &c.  &c. 
Dr.  Heyne  observes,  ''  that  the  ordinarily  received  opinion  as  to 

vegetableor  marshy  origin  of  fevers,will  not  holdin  the  southof  India, 
for  that  the  hills  are  not  more  woody  than  in  other  healthy  places ; 
some,  indeed,  where  the  epidemic  of  1808  and  1810,  as  well  as  the  en- 

demic, were  most  destructive,  are  quite  naked  of  trees,  as  Diudigul, 
Madura,  and  the  rocks  west  of  Seringapatam.  Now,  if  it  should 
be  found  that  fever  exists  constantly,  and  invariably,  among  certain 
description  of  hiUs,  when  others  of  a  different  composition  are  as 
constantly  free  from  the  same,  would  it  not  become  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  nature  or  composition  of  the  rock  itself  must 
furnish  the  cause  of  the  calamity  ?  The  hills,  where  it  is  found 
to  prevail,  appear,  at  first  view,  to  be  quite  harmless,  as  they  are 
granite,  which  is  the  most  common  kind  of  rock  on  the  globe.  They 

contain,  however,  quartz,  besides  feldspar  and  mica,  a  'great  pro- portion of  ferruginous  hornblende,  which  by  its  disintegration  or 
separation  from  the  rock,  becomes  highly  magnetic,  and  in  which 
I  suppose  the  cause  resides  which  produces  this  fever,  besides  a 
great  train  of  other  disorders.  This  iron  hornblende  occurs  in  such 
quantity,  that  all  rivulets,  public  roads,  indeed  all  hoUows  along 
these  hills,  are  filled  with  its  sand,  from  which,  also,  all  the  iron  in 
this  part  of  the  country  is  manufactured.  This  granite  is  remark- 

able for  its  disintegration,  as  it  is  not  only  separates  during  the  hot 
season  in  large  masses  of  many  tons,  but  crumbles  as  easily  into 
its  composing  particles,  and  is  found  as  sand  in  great  abundance; 
not  only  near  every  rock,  but  near  every  stone,  from  whence  it  is 
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carried  by  the  torrents  during  the  rains  to  the  lower  parts  of  the 
country^  and  thus  forms  the  particular  mark  by  which  these  hills 
may  be  distinguished  from  all  others.  It  is  not  generally  attracted 
by  the  magnet  when  united  to  the  mass^  even  when  it  occurs^  as 
in  the  hornblende  state^  or  greenstone^  in  the  greatest  abundance ; 
but  after  it  has  been  separated  it  is  attracted  as  much  as  any  iron 
fiMng.  This  may  be  owing  to  the  incipient  state  of  oxydation, 
or  more  likely  to  the  developement  of  magnetism  by  the  high 
temperature  to  which  it  has  been  exposed  in  the  hot  season,  which 
also  may  have  weakened  the  cohesion  of  the  rock,  and  caused  its 
disintegration  in  the  mass.  Hills  of  this  description  form  the 
range  of  the  Ghauts,  as  far  at  least  as  the  Oodavery ;  they  pre- 

dominate also  among  the  smaller,  and  in  single  hills  and  rocks  in 
the  low  country,  so  that  they  may  be  taken  as  the  exclusive  rock 
formation  of  this  country.  Fortunately  this  is  not  quite  the  case. 
They  are  easily  recognised  at  a  distance  by  their  very  rugged 
and  abruptly  pointed  appearance,  and  great  steepness  of  their  tops. 
The  ranges  of  this  formation  are  also  very  interrupted,  and  gene- 

rally consist  of  rows  of  single  hills,  although  to  the  southward  I 
have  found  them  also  connected  at  their  bases,  and  in  triple  and 

quadruple  ranges.'' Dr.  Heyne  then  gives  an  excellent  topographic  description  of 
the  hills  which  have  rendered  themselves  known  to  Europeans  for 
the  malignity  of  the  fever;  and  after  that,  of  such  as  are  con- 

stantly free  from  the  hill-fever.  The  hills  where  the  fever  is  to-* 
tally  unknown,  Dr.  Heyne  describes  as  primitive  trap,  which  con- 

sists of  quartz,  feldspar,  and  real  hornblende.  He  then  adds 
that  the  epidemic  fever  of  1808,  stopped  short  at  a  range  of  hills 
of  this  latter  composdtion,  in  the  Coimbatore  district — a  remark- 

able fact.  These  two  ranges  of  trap  proceed  with  very  little  or 
no  admixture  of  ironstone,  through  the  whole  Baramahal  from 
Namcul  to  Darampory  and  Yellore ;  the  rocks  are  sometimes  com- 

pact hornblende  and  greenstone,  or  basalt,  all  belonging  to  the 
same  formation ;  but  here  and  there  hills  appear  among  them  of 
iron  granite,  winch  stand  in  connexion  with  other  ranges  of  that 
description  in  the  province  both  east  and  west  of  that  vsQIey,  which 
have  the  hill-fever  as  virulent  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
where  whole  ranges  of  these  hills  occur.  A  most  remarkable  in- 

stance illustrative  of  the  above  facts  and  of  my  deductions  therefrom, 
I  found  at  Tripataor,  which  lies  in  the  above  valley,  close  to  a  large 
table-land,  the  rock  of  which  is  sandstone.  I  asked  there  a  respec- 

table Native,  whether  any  such  disorders  as  fevers  were  frequent  in 
the  country,  but  received  in  answer,  ̂   No,  thank  God ;  not  within 
ten  miles  of  this  place ;  at  Javadmalle,  a  hall  fort,  where  no  man  can 
live  two  days  without  getting  it  j'  a  Peon  was  dispatched  to  bring  two 
or  three  stones  from  die  rock  of  the  hill,  and  some  sand  that  might  be 
finmd  on  the  road ;  and  returned  with  pieces  of  a  rock  composed  of 

*  That  excellent  man.  Sir  George  Arthur,  informed  me  that  our  troops  suffer  much 
at  Colaba,  Bombay,  owing  probably  to  its  geology.    There  is  no  marsh. 
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red  feldspar,  quartz,  and  plenty  of  ferruginous  hornblende^  and  the 
sand  of  the  road  consisted  of  magnetic  sand  and  particles  of  feldspar* 
I  must  name  now  the  Pulicat  Hills,  among  whidi,  as  far  as  they  ex- 

tend to  the  southward  (Chettour),  the  hill  fever  is  totally  unknown ; 
I  was  most  particular  in  my  inquiries  on  this  9ubject,  in  the  begin- 

ning of  this  year,  when  among  them.  They  consist  entirely  of  flint 
slate,  and  areas  bare  in  someplacesasthey  are  woody  in  others, 
and  as  low  as  the  granite  lulls.  I  came  now  to  a  sand  hill,  where 
I  have  lived  myself  for  some  years,  the  Cuddapah  district.  It  is 
divided  from  Gurrumcondah  on  the  south,  and  from  iron  granite 
and  the  hill  fever,  by  a  range  of  flinty  slate.  The  same  bends  there. 
to  the  northward,  where  the  ranges  thicken  as  they  advance,  and 
leave  narrow  valleys  as  far  as  Cummuur;  and  further  up  the  river 
Kishna,  the  whole  or  most  of  these  hills  belong  to  the  clay-slate, 
formation :  some  are  calcareous,  all  are,  however,  free  of  the  hill 

fever.  Other  fevers  may  occasionaUy  be  seen,  such  as  simple  in- 
termittents  and  bilious  remittents,  but  they  do  not,  like  the  hill  fever, 
run  into  a  typhus,  and  the  cautious  may  easily  guard  against,  aad< 
get  rid  of  them.  This  is  the  largest  extent  of  inland  country  which 
I  know  to  be  free  of  the  hill  fever,  namely,  from  Cuddapah  to 
Kishna,  near  Chintapilly,  a  place  that  has  been  at  all  times  dread-: 
edfor  its  fevers.  There  the  iron  granite  hills  prevail  again..  To 
the  westward  of  Cuddapah,  the  healthiness  of  the  country  exte];ida 
to  Gangecottah  hills,  which  belong  to  the  flaetz  trap  formation,, 
consisting  of  sandstone,  limestone,  jasper,  and  homstone  pebbles 
cemented  together,  and  which  are  perfectly  free  a£  magnetic  iron- stone. 

Bababudden  is  another  range  of  hills,  remarkably  free  of  hill 
fevers,  although  it  lies  between  places  of  notoriety  for  such,  as 
Seringapatam  to  south-west,  Chittlidroog  to  the  north-west,  and 
Naggry  to  the  west,  an  unwholesome  country  amongst  the  Ghauts, 
It  belongs  to  the  clay-slate  formation,  and  active  magnets  are 
found  in  large  depositions  on  them.  It  rains  on  them  for  six 
months  in  the  year  continually,  when  plants  keep  fresh  and  alive 
in  the  open  air  for  many  days  after  they  have  been  taken  out  of 
the  ground,  or  broken  off  the  stem ;  in  fact,  my  observation,  viz. : 
that  the  hill  iever  on  this  coasts  exists  exclusively  among  the  hills 
of  the  granite  formation,  or  where  iron  stone  is  found  in  large 
quantities,  will  be  confirmed  the  more  it  is  brought  to  the  test. 

Dr.  Gilchrist,  inspector  general  of  hospitals,  informs  me  that  he 
fully  concurs  in  the  foregoing  reasoning,  and  that  it  explains  the 
cause  of  disease  in  several  places  where  marsh  miasm  is  unknown. 

Mr.  Davidson,  in  his  recent  work  of  "  Trade  and  Travels  in  the 
East,^'  justly  says,  with  reference  to  Victoria,  "  A  more  awkward 
place  on  wluch  to  erect  a  town  could  not  have  been  fixed  upon; 
and  its  northern  aspect  adds,  I  suspect,  to  the  unhealthiness  of  the 
plaee,  as  it  exposes  the  town  to  the  cold  winds  of  winter,  and  com- 

pletely shuts  out  the  southerly  breezes  of  summer,  which  are  so 
much  wanted  to  refresh  the  worn-out  colonist/^ 
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There  is  no  extent  of  marsh  on  the  island  capable  of  generatiixg- 
miasm,  bnt  the  heavy  rains  are  annually  washing  large  pojrtions  of, 
the  monntaiiis  through  deep  ravines  into  the  bay,  and  thus  con- 

tinually exposing  a  fresh  rotten  surface  to  the  sun^s  rays,  and  pre- 
serving a  focus  of  disease,  which  will  ultimateljr  become  endemic. 

Vast  quantities  of  the  silt  from  the  hills  are  bemg  deposited  along 
the  shores  of  the  harbour.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  and  to  the 
rapid  receding  of  the  tides  from  the  coast,  the  bay  is  becoming 
shoaler  every  day.  The  average  depth  is  only  from  four  to  five 
fi^thoms,  except  in  the  stream,  where  it  is  six  to  seven  fathoms. 
In  no  great  interval  of  time,  the  harbour  of  Hong  Kong  will  be  too 
shoal  in  many  places  for  large  vessels. 

Climate. — It  is  difficult  to  convey  by  thermometrical  registers, 
an  accurate  idea  of  the  climate  of  any  place.  The  range  of  the 
thermometer  will  not  indicate  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere;  the 
barometer  in  or  near  the  tropics  is  of  little  utility  as  an  index ;  the 
hygrometer  imperfectly  shews  the  quantity  of  rain  which  is  in  solu- 

tion ;  while  the  height  of  the  surrounding  land, — ^its  configura- 
tion,— the  nature  of  the  soil, — the  extent  and  quantity  of  the  ve- 

getation,— the  exposure  to  the  sea, — and  the  prevailing  winds,  all 
influence  what  is  comprised  under  the  word  ̂ '  Climate.^^  In  some 
respects  the  whole  coast  of  China  partakes  of  the  climatic  charac- 

teristics of  the  opposite  coast  of  the  American  continent,  particu- 
larly as  regards  the  extremes  of  temperature  and  its  depressing 

influence  on  mental  or  bodily  exertion. 
For  six  months  in  the  year,  April  to  September,  the  heat  varies 

from  80°  to  90°  P. ;  but  occasionally  during  the  other  six  months, 
the  heat  is  also  very  great,  the  thermometer  having  been  known 

to  stand  at  80°  F.  on  Christmas  Day.  The  island  being  on  the 
verge  of  the  tropics,  is  subject  to  the  extremes  of  the  torrid  and 
temperate  zones ;  even  on  the  same  day  the  range  of  mercury  in 
the  thermometer  is  very  great,  and  the  vicissitudes  are  exceedingly 
trying  to  the  European  constitution. 

But  neither  the  range  from  heat  to  cold,  nor  the  quantity  of 
moisture  in  the  atmosphere,  will  adequately  convey  an  idea  of  the 
effects  which  this  climate  produces  on  the  human  frame.  The 
rainy  season  causes  great  damage. 

The  "  Hong  Kong  Register''  of  13th  May,  1845,  thus  describes 
the  effect  of  one  al  the  usual  heavy  rain^faUs^  which  took  place  7th 
May,  1845,  and  lasted  only  a  few  hours : — "  The  damage  was  very 
great,  both  to  the  recently-formed  roads,  and  to  many  buildings  in 
the  course  of  erection ;  and  had  the  violence  of  the  rain  continued 
an  hour  or  two  longer,  many  houses  must  have  been  undermined 
and  destroyed.  As  it  was,  much  individual  inconvenience  has 
been  sustained.  About  5  o'oclbck,  the  whole  of  the  QtueenVroad, 
from  the  entrance  to  the  large  bazaar  to  the  market-place,  was 
completely  flooded,  to  the  depth  of  from  two  to  four  feet.  All  the 
streets  leading  upwards  to  the  hill  served  as  feeders  to  this  lake. 
In  Peel-street,  particularly,  the  torrent  rushed  along,  bearing 
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e?erytbing  before  it,  and  the  street  still  resembles  a  dned-up  irsilsp- 
course^  covered  with  stones  and  wrecks  of  baildings.  The  passages 

from  Ihe  Queen's-road  to  the  sea  were  all  Aill.  The  one  leading 
through  Chunam's  Hong,  for  hours  presented  the  appearance  of  a 
rapid  nver,  and  many  of  the  houses  on  each  side  were  only  saved 
firom  the  flood  by  mud  walls  hastily  raised.  About  6  o'dodc  ti» 
rain  moderated,  but  for  some  time  after  the  road  was  quite  im- 

passable. A  Coolie,  attempting  to  ford  the  stream  rushmg  down 
I)'Aguilar-street,  wsa  borne  off  his  feet,  but  saved  himself  by  com- 

ing against  the  frame  of  a  mat-shed.  The  drain  lately  formed 
eonid  not  nearly  receive  the  supply  of  water,  which  committed 
great  devastation,  flooding  a  new  house  in  its  vicinity  to  the  deptii 
of  nearly  three  feet,  and  carrying  away  some  new  walls.  All  the 
open  druns  in  the  upper  streets  have  suffered ;  many  are  entirdy 
destroyed,  leaving  scarcely  a  trace  of  the  street.  A  stream  from  a 
distant  watercourse  flowed  along  the  road  above  the  bungalow  oc^ 
cupied  by  the  Attorney-general,  and  descending  with  great  iury 
upon  the  roof  of  one  of  his  out-offices,  carried  away  a  great  part  of 
it.  In  many  places  the  Queen's-road  has  been  covered  with  soil, 
sand,  &c.,  to  the  depth  of  more  than  two  feet,  and  nearly  all  the 
cross-drains  are  choked  up.  The  bridge  at  the  Commissariat  has 
been  carried  away,  and  that  in  the  Wong-nai-chung  has  also,  dis- 

appeared. Several  lives  were  lost  by  the  fall  of  a  house  in  whkll 
some  Chinese  resided ;  and  it  is  said  the  stream  at  Pokfowlum 
burst  upon  a  mat  hut,  in  which  were  a  number  of  Coolies  employed 
upon  the  new  road ;  three  saved  themselves  in  a  tree,  but  many 

more  are  missing,  and  supposed  to  be  carried  out  to  sea.'' 
Quantitt/  of  Rain  falling  in  Hong  Kong, 

Daya 
• 

Days 

Months. 
of 

Inches. Months. 

of 

Inches. 
rain. rain. 

July     . .     1846 17 7,565 February    1840 5 

706 August         „ 20 14,000 March          „ 

18 

7,926 

September    „ 
19 

7,000 April             „ 8 

3,700 

October        „ 12 13,200 May              M 
14 

12,926 November    „ 4 
1,600 June             „  * 

17 

•21,680 

December     „ 4 
65 

July 

19. 

11,860 January      1846 2 25 August         „ 23 

16,700 
Thus,  in  one  year  there,  fell  118  inches,  i.e.  nearly  ten  feet  in 

depth  of  rain,  during  182  days,  or  half  the  entire  year ! 
Dining  April  and  part  of  May,  when  the  sun  is  approachiiig 

rapidly  from  the  equator,  there  is  a  dry  burning  heat,  with  a 
cloudless  sky ;  but  towards  the  end  of  May,  and  throughout  June, 
July^  August,  S^tember,  and  part  of  October,  the  rain  descends  in 
torrents,  with  a  force  and  continuance  such  as  I  have  never  seen  in 
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India>  Africa,  Australasia,  or  aay  other  part  of  the  world ;  (m  the 
mojath  of  June,  twenty-one  inches  fell.)  The  clouds  pour  down 
one  yast  sheet  of  water^  washing  away  hills  and  rocks,  furrowing 
the  island  with  deep  rayines,  and  saturating  the  qoft,  porous,  pu* 
trescent  strata^  to  the  extent  of  many  feet^  with  daily  renewed 
moisture.  In  the  intervals  of  rain,  a  nearly  vertical  sun  acts  with 
an  intense  evaporating  power,  and  a  noxious  steam  or  vapour 
rises  fifom  the  fetid  soU,  yielding  a  gas  of  a  most  sickly  and  dele« 
terious  nature,  exactly  such  as  I  experienced  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
in  1834,  when  I  was  seized  with  an  "  earth  fever*'  while  in  His 
Majesty's  service,  from  the  effects  of  which  I  with  great  difficulty 
jpeoovered,  but  of  which  most  of  my  brother  officers  perished. 
The  mprbific  gas  does  not  arise  from  vegetable  or  animal  decom- 

position; There  is  none  on  the  island  of  any  extent,  but  decom- 
posed MiNSBAL  substances  yield  an  aeriform  poison,  under  some 

cnrcumstances  of  a  more  deadly  description,  than  either  of  the 
other  kingdoms  of  nature.  This  gas  does  not  rise  more  than  a  few 
feet  from  tiie  earth;  it  slowly  mingles  with  the  surrounding  atmOf 
sphere,  and  when  not  causing  immediate  illness,  produces  a  de- 

pressing effect  on  mind  and  body,  which  undermines  and  des- 
troys the  strongest  constitutions. 

Military  and  naval  men  who  have  served  in  Africa  and  India, 
feel  the  effects  of  the  sun  in  Hong  Kong,  in  a  manner  never  before 
experienced.  Even  at  Macao,  only  forty  miles  west  of  Hong  Kong, 
Europeans  may  walk  about  the  whole  day  in  the  month  of  July, 
when  to  do  so  at  Hong  Kong,  would  be  attended  with  almost  cer- 

tain death.  Neither  the  Indian  Sepoys,  Malays,  or  Chinese,  can 
endure  the  climate  so  well  as  Europeans ;  whose  stamina  they  do 
not  possess.  The  Chinese  deem  it  a  dangerous  experiment  to  pro- 

long their  abode  in  the  island,  beyond  a  certain  time ;  they  have 
ever  viewed  Hong  Kong  as  injurious  to  health,  and  fatal  to  life. 
The  Europeans  who  survive  a  brief  residence  in  this  climate,  gene- 

rally get  a  lassitude  of  frame,  and  an  irritability  of  fibre,  which 
destroys  the  spring  of  existence.  A  malign  influence  operates  on 
the  system  in  a  most  distressing  manner,  which  is  not  removed  by 
a  return  to  Europe;  on  the  contrary,  the  sufferers  frequently  die  in 
England  shortly  after  their  arrival  there. 

Diseases  and  Mortality. — -The  prevailing  disease  of  Hong 
Kong  is  a  fever,  combining  the  character  of  the  African  and  West 
Indian  fevers.  It  was  at  first  supposed  to  be  epidemic,  but  it  has 
now  become  endemic,  and  may  be  assumed  to  be  the  fixed  malady 
of  the  island.  Diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  form  the  next  most  im- 

mediately fatal  class  of  diseases,  but  intermittent  fever  or  ague, 
destroys  health  gradually.  Last  year,  the  strength  per  annum  of 
the  European  and  Native  troops,  was  1526^  and  the  number  who 
passed  thrpugh  the  hospital  in  the  year,  amounted  to  7893 :  thus, 
on  an  average  each  man  went  through  the  hospital  more  than  five 
times  in  the  year  ! 
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Ctf  the  diseases  with  which  they  were  afflicted,  4,059  were 
Y&^f  !r62  diarrhoeas,  497  dysenteries,  and  180  were  pulmonic 
mplakits.  The  total  number  of  deaths,  out  of  1,526  men, 

^iaia^.  440  or  1  in  8f.  The  fiital  fever  cases  were,  155;  ditto 
aiarrhflBa,..80;  ditto,  dysentery,  137.  The  destruction  of  life  since 
dur  occupation  of  Hong  Kong,  has  been  enormous.  Last  year, 
tiie  deaths-  among  the  troops  in  the  island,  amounted  to  one  in  8| ; 
a|k  Chuaan,  to  one  in  29|^ ;  and  at  Eoo-lung-soo,  to  one  in  12|^. 

Her  Majesty's  98th  regiment  lost  at  Hong  Kong,  in  twenty- 
oueanonths^  257  men,  by  death;  but  in  this  and  other  regiments, 
i^  iahot  merely  the  deaths  which  indicate  disease  and  pernicious 
climate,  it- is  the  great  number  of  men  invalided  and  constantly 
upfitfoip  duty.  One  half  the  men  of  a  company  are  frequently 

Me  to  attend  parade ;  out  of  100  men,  there  are  sometimes  not 
ti^an  fifteen  or  sixteen  men  fit  for  active  duty.  The  Royal 
ry,  the  finest  military  corps  in  the  world,  out  of  135  men 

d  officers,  lost  in  two  years,  fifty-one  by  death  (of  whom  thirty- 
five  died  at  Hong  Kong  during  the  last  six  months  of  1843),  and 
fi^rtr-ffve  by  invfdiding.  That  Hong  Kong  was  the  cause  of  their 
death,  will  be  seen  from  the  £Eict  that  Colond  Knowles'  detach- 

ing^ of  RofH  Artillery,  went  through  the  whole  of  the  war,  at 
CJanlon^  and  in  the  Yangtasekang  river ;  the  detachment  was  out 
hiegre three  vears ;  it  never  landed  at  Hong  Kong;, one  man  was 
UUed^  another  died  of  dropsy,  but  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of 
tf[e  deti|chment  returned  to  England,  except  the  coi)imanding  offi-' 

r,-^Lieutenant  Colonel  Knowles,  who  landed  at  Hong  Kong 
and  died  of  fever.  The  officers  of  the  Royal  Artillery  died  in  the 
s^e  proportion  as  the  men ;  out  of  nine  ofi^cers  who  came  out 
w^th  the  original  detachments,  but  one  escaped  disease  or  death; 
Last  year  there  were  severe  losses  in  the  ships  of  war.  Her  Ma- 
jeaty^s  ship  *' Agincourt^'  lost,  during  the  sickly  season  of  1843, 
sixty  men,  of  whom  twenty  were  marines^  and  rorty  men  were  in- 

valided home,  of  whom  few  would  recover  Since  leaving  England, 

ii^  May  1842,  the  ''■  Agincourt'^  has  been  obliged  to  enter  160  sea- 
nien  from  merchant-ships.  The  cause  assigned  for  the  severe 
illness  of  the  marines  and  seamen  of  last  year,  was  owing  to  their 
being  obliged  to  land  guards  to  protect  stares  at  West  Point. 
This  year  the  '' Agincourt^' sends  no  ni^n  on  shore^  or  on  night 
dut}^  and  out  of  600  men  there  are  only  twenty  three,  including 
ali^t  hurts,  on  the  sick  list.  A  faet  which  tests  the  insalubrity  of 
the  shore. 
.The  deaths  in  the  naval  force  at  Hong  Kong  and  Whampoa,  for 

the  six  sickly  months,  ending  October,  1843,  were  Jmar-and-a-half 
percent;  while  for  the  same  period  on  shore,  the  deaths  among 
tlie  troops  averaged  twenty -four  per  cent ;  and  even  among  the 
Eiiropean  civilians,  the  estimate  was  ten  per  cent.  In  May,  1843, 
tLie  left  wing  of  Her  Majesty's  55th  regiment,  had  fifteen  officers 
and  491  mea  in  Hong  Kong ;  from  thence  to  November,  two  offi- 

VOL.  II.  z 
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cers  and  218  men  died,  and  the  lives  of  the  remainder  weirc  ovij 
saved  by  the  prompt,  judicious,  and  humane  conduct  of  General 
D'Aguilar,  in  immediately  embarking  the  men  for  England. 

The  mortality  as  yet  (July  17)  during  the  present  year  has  not 
been  so  great,  but  the  sickness  is  equally  destructive  of  the  effi- 

ciency of  the  troops.  Chuck-chew,  on  the  south  side  of  Hong 
Kong,  it  was  hoped  would  be  a  healthy  station.  On  30th  June, 

1844,  out  of  400  men  of  Her  Majesty's  98th  at  Chuck-chew  thete 
were  109  in  hospital :  out  of  80  Lascars  at  the  same  station  the^ 
were  80  in  hospital. 

During  the  year  1845,  Chuck-chew — which  is  almost  entirely 
composed  of  rotten  granite — proved  as  unhealthy  as  Victoria.  By 
the  last  accounts  Her  Majesty's  18th  were  dying  there  rj^idly  j 
but  every  effort  is  made  to  suppress  such  information  by  those 
who  wish  to.  maintain  the  delusion  at  home.  The  overland 

"  Friend  of  China''  of  the  31st  December,  1846,  states,  that  the 
mortality  of  the  18th  Eoyal  Irish,  from  the  1st  March  to 
December,  1845,  at  Chuck-chew,  has  been  ̂ ' nearly  twenty*three 
per  cent.  The  whole  of  the  Europeans  have  pow  been  removed  from 
this  wretched  and  useless  spot,  and  placed  on  board  the  ship  '  Sir 
R.  Sale,'  in  the  harbour  of  Hong  Kong,  on  the  Chinese  shore ;  but,? 
adds  the  journal,  "there  has  been  no  improvement  from  the 
change,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will  sail  for  England."  This 
very  regiment  did  not  lose  three  per  cent,  per  annum  last  yeas*  at 
Chusan ;  now  they  are  almost  entirely  unfit  for  immediate  ac^ve 
service. 

It  was  supposed  that  Saiwan,  on  the  south  east  side  of  Hong 
Kong,  would  afford  a  healthy  station  for  the  troops.  Government 
expended  about  30,000  dollars  in  preparing  and  building  a  fine 
set  of  barracks  of  two  stories  with  eveiy  view  to  comfort  and 
health.  The  officers  of  the  Royal  Engineers  having  reported  the 
barracks  habitable,  the  general  commanding  sent  a  medical 
board  to  examine  the  building  and  station.  The  board  reported 
that  the  station  at  Saiwan  appeared  healthy,  that  thegre  was  no 
apparent  cause  for  disease,  and  that  jit  was  eligible  for  troops. 
The  general  resolved  to  begin  with  a  small  detachment,  and 
twenty  Europeans  were  sent  to  Saiwan:  no  s^atry  was  to  be 
mounted  during  the  day,  and  but  one  at  night.  In  five  weeks, 
five  of  the  soldiers  were  dead ;  three  more  were  in  a  dangerous 
state,  and  four  were  convalescent :  one  European  woman  and  child 
were  also  dangerously  ill. 

The  remaining  men  were  withdrawn ;  and  a  small  detachment 

of  native  troops  are  now  (July  17th,  1844)  being  sent  thither,  in* order  to  ascertain  whether  the  climate  will  suit  thexn.  On  the 
17th  July,  1844,  only  four  men  out  of  the  twenty  Europeans  who 
had  been  to  Saiwan,  were  reported  fit  for  duty. 

The  returns  made  to  the  army  and  navy  medical  board,  will  fur- 
nish full  information  on  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  in 

Her  Majesty's  service  in  this  ccdony. 



8ICKNK88  or  THB  NATIVE  TROOPS  AT  HONQ  KOMO. 329 

4 

Re
ma
rk
s.
 

■ 

Tw
o 
 

pr
iv
at
es
  

di
ed
  in
  

Ma
y.
 

Th
e 
 4t

h 
 

Re
gi
me
nt
  

la
nd
ed
 

in
  

ra
th
er
  

a 
 

si
ck
ly
  st
at
e,
 

bu
t 
 t
hi
s 
 

de
ta
ch
me
nt
  

wa
s 

se
le
ct
ed
  

as
  
  

he
al
th
y 
  

me
n.
 

Ve
ry
  s
ic
k 
 

ca
se
s 
 we

re
  s
en
t 

to
  

In
di
a,
  an
d 
 al
l 
 

we
ak
ly
 

me
n 
 to
  

Am
oy
, 
 

wi
th
  th
e 

he
ad
  

qu
ar
te
rs
  

of
  

th
e 
 
re
gi
- 

ment
.   

The 
 t

ot
al
  

of
  

si
ck
 

60
. 

Ei
gh
t 
 

pr
iv
at
es
, 
 

tw
o 
 

Bh
ee
s-
 

ti
es
, 
 on
e 
 

La
sc
ar
, 
 

an
d 
 on
e 

fo
ll
ow
er
  

di
ed
  in
  

Ju
ne
. 
 

In
 

ad
di
ti
on
  

to
  

th
e 
 

nu
mb
er
  

of
 

si
ck
, 
 t

he
re
  

is
  a 

 
co
nv
al
es
- 

cent
 lis

t  of
  

ab
ov
e 
 

30
  

me
n.
 

To
ta
l 
 

16
0 
 

si
ck
, 
 an
d 
 si
ck
 

in
cr
ea
si
ng
. 

•ftox 

1—4 • 

fH vassdJd  puoaag < 
f— « 

'XjBaaqiody « 

»-^ 
'saoaj 

^ 
• 

1-^ 

'sjaaypjy 

»— 4 

• 

r-< 

|V(aauii5Sa)| 

00 

00                     ̂          CO 

r* 

*6ap8aat|g 

CO 

CO                 o>       d 

I— « 

'^Ud  pa«  ̂ °^a 

i  8 

CO                   ^        »w( 
«0                   CO        P-i 

s 

•^ 

*8janiainiQ 

00 

00                     00            • • 

00 

*Si13piIABI] 

g  " 

CO                   CO        t^ CO                c^ 

?? 

'8)u«afjas • • 

I-H 

•siaoggo  ̂ ^IV^S. 
00        »** 

Oi                    00        •-< o> 

'saoaSms  ̂ u^^sfssy 
r^         P-* 

c«                 *-<•-* 

oi     ' *8UJa;|nqns 00 • 
00                    C^        »-H 

00 

*8uni)dnQ 

CO 

< CO              a     '~* 1 

CD 

o  1  * 

1s
t 
 

Ju
ne
, 
 1
84
4—
 Pr
es
en
t 
 

fo
r 
 

Du
ty
  
  

. 

Si
ck
 
 
 

To
ta
l 
 
 

Is
t 
 

Ju
ly
, 
 1
84
4-
- 

Si
ck
 
 
 

To
ta
l 
  
  

.
.
.
.
.
 

z  2 



380      A  RBOIMBNT  DESTROYED  IN  THRSS  YBAB8  AT  HONG  KONG. 

Mr.  Keith  Stewart  Mackensie^  Military  Secretary  to  the  Com« 
numder- in-chief,  says  in  his  *  Narratiye  of  the  Second  Campaiga 
in  China,'  published  in  London,  April,  1842,  that  when  he  was  at 
Hong  Kong,  ̂ *  there  were  as  many  as  1,100  men  in  hospital;  and 
in  the  27th  Madras  regiment  of  560  men,  only  fifty  were  fit  for 

dnty.    Many  men  and  officers  were  obliged  to  be  invalided/  " 
The  Indian  troops  bear  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate  worse 

than  the  Europeans.  In  the  cantonments  at  the  west  end  of 
Victoria,  the  39th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  and  37th  Madr99 
Native  Infantry,  lost  nearly  half  their  men  in  1842.  In  May, 
1844,  a  wing  of  the  4th  regiment  Madras  Native  Infantry  landed 
at  Hong  Kong  460  men  in  perfect  health,  and  53  sick,  after  a 
long  voyage.  There  have  been  already  many  deaths  in  the  can- 

tonment at  the  east  end  of  Victoria,  and  in  June,  1844,  there 
were  160  men  sick,  and  the  list  was  daily  increasing.  From  15th 
April  to  2nd  July,  1844,  there  died  at  Hong  Kong  out  of  th^ 
small  force  here,  52  European  and  42  Native  soldiers. 

The  «  Friend  of  China''  of  27th  February,  1846,  says,  "the  re- 
turns of  death  and  invalids  for  the  past  year  must  be  very  large* 

We  hear  that  Her  Majesty's  18th  Regiment  have  lost  about  two  hm- 
dred  men.  The  42nd  Madras  Native  Infantry  have  also  suffered 

severely.''  The  18th  Royal  Irish  arrived  from  Chusan  in  perfect 
health,  now  the  regiment  is  almost  cut  up. 

General  D'Aguihir  reported  to  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  that  the 
maintenance  of  an  European  garrison  at  Hong  Kong  would  cost 
the  crown  one  regiment  every  three  years.  Estimating  each 
soldier  as  having  cost  government  £100,  this  would  be  a  severe 
economical  loss,  and  worthy  the  consideration  of  those  who  will 
not  reflect  on  the  humanity  of  the  subject.  To  keep  700  effective 
fire-locks  in  Hong  Kong  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  1400  men  I 
Hong  Kong  is  not  less  &tal  to  the  Chinese,  of  whom  there  are 
on  an  average  about  600  sick  and  dying  monthly.  Dr.  Gutzlaff 
says  of  "  one  hundred  coolies  with  whom  I  was  acquainted,  there 
died  between  20th  May,  and  15th  June,  1844,  ten  men;  and 

thirty  left  the  place  diseased.*^'  I  understand  that  the  whole  of 
these  100  strong  men  from  the  north  east  coast,  were  obliged  to  leave 
the  colony  from  sickness.  There  is  no  large  town  or  extensive 
population  on  the  mainland  of  China  adjacent  to  Hong  Kong, 
which  indicates  the  native  opinion  of  this  part  of  China. 

Dr.  Outzlaff  says,  "  many  Chinese  have  fallen  victims  in  Hong 
Kong  to  a  malignant  fever,  which  not  only  deranges  the  whole 

system,  but  hastens  the  death  of  the  patient."  He  adds,  "  there 
exists  amongst  the  doctors  not  one  dissentient  voice  about  th^  fatal 

tendency  af  diseases  contracted  here" — Nor  is  it  during  only  one 
period  of  the  year  that  the  island  is  unhealthy.  In  the  cold  season 
there  are  agues,  low  continued  fever,  diarrhoea,  pulmonary  com- 
plaints,  dropsy,  rheumatism,  and  various  other  diseases  arising 
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from  general  debility  of  the  system  and  the  poisoned  atmosphm*e. 
Oh  25th  August,  1843,  the  surveyor  general  of  the  colony  i?e-» 
ported  to  government  that  "  the  number  of  interments  had  been 
so  great  (in  the  European  graveyard)  that  the  inclosure  was 
almost  quite  full ;  and  the  hill  behind  so  rocky  that  it  was  impos-* 
sible  to  dig  into  it,  therefore,  ere  long  it  would  be  necessary  to 

j^rovide  another  place/^  The  surveyor  general  further  stated  it 
wotild  be  a  difficult  thing  to  select  another  graveyard,  on  account 
of  the  rocky  and  uneven  nature  of  the  island. 

During  the  year  1844,  from  May  to  December,  the  civil  ser-^ 
vicfe  of  the  government  of  Hong  Kong  shows  the  following  details  s 
Governor  Davis  ill  in  August  and  went  to  Chusan ;  colonial  trea- 

surer ill  in  July,  went  on  sick  leave  to  Chusan ;  colonial  secretary 
very  ill,  went  on  sick  leave  to  Macao ;  surveyor-general  very  ill, 
Went  on  sick  leave  to  Europe ;  officiating  surveyor-general  ill,  went 
6n  sick  leave  to  Macao;  colonial  engineer  twice  iU,  went  on  sick 
leave  to  Macao;  auditor-general  very  ill,  went  on  sick  leave  to 
Macao ;  chief  justice  very  ill,  given  over,  slowly  convalescing  (his 
eldest  daughter  died,  his  son  obliged  to  go  to  England) ;  colonial 
chaplain  very  ill,  went  to  Manilla;  colonial  surgeon  ill,  and  re- 

signed; of  twelve  European  ladies,  three  died,  or  25  per  cent« 
Two  chief  clerks  in  the  treasury  dead :  most  of  the  clerks  ill  in 
succession.  By  my  notes  I  find  that,  in  March,  1845,  the  harbour- 
mtoter  and  marine  magistrate  went  on  sick  leave  to  England,  his 
successor  proceeded  on  sick  leave  to  Macao  (since  to  England) ;  and 
the  two  European  clerks  in  his  office  are  very  ill.  The  governor. 
Colonial  secretary,  chief  magistrate,  and  treasurer,  are  unwell,  and 
occasionally  unable  to  attend  office. 

In  1846,  the  colonial  secretary,  the  Honourable  P.  W.  A.  Bruce, 

left  Hong  Kong  on  eighteen  months'  sick  leave ;  so  also  the  attor- 
ney-general. The  colonial  surgeon  died ;  and  other  officials  were 

Very  ill. 

Captain  White,  of  the  "  Omega,''  enumerated  to  me  the  follow-* 
ing,  among  his  own  acquaintance,  in  a  brief  period : — Captain 
McCarthy,  set.  36,  never  previously  ill,  sailor,  captain  of  ship; 
Captain  Morgan,  captain  of  ship  ;  Mr.  Henry  Pybus,  set.  32,  strong 
healthy  man ;  Messrs.  Elsworthy,  Dyer,  and  Scott,  aet.  about  24, 
healthy  men;  Mr,  Mercer,  merchant;  Mr.  Langer,  arohitect; 
two  Mr.  Hights,  brothers,  one  captain  of  ship,  and  the  other  mer- 

chant, both  young  men ;  Mr.  Cropper,  merchant ;  Mr.  Stevenson, 
builder,  had  been  five  years  resident  in  Sierra  Leone,  and  three 
years  in  New  Orleans ;  Mr.  McEwan,  general  dealer ;  Mr.  Disandt, 
get.  S7,  long  resident  in  India.  Fully  one-third  of  those  he  knew 
in  Hong  Kong,  intimately,  during  the  first  eighteen  months,  died 
in  Hong  Kong. 

Let  it  be  not  said  that  the  dreadful  mortality  and  sickness  of 
Hong  Kong  is  the  result  of  the  newness  of  the  colony,  and  that 
all  young  settlements  suflFer  proportionably.     The  assertion,  if 
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made,  is  at  variance  with  fact :  new  colonies,  even  in  the  Tropics, 
have  not  been  originally  unhealthy.  When  the  We^t  India 
Islands  were  first  colonized,  they  were  perfectly  healthy,  as  is 
proved  by  the  large  European  population  who  resorted  thither, 
and  remained  there  many  years.  Calcutta  and  Bombay  are  re- 

ported to  have  been  formerly  much  healthier  than  they  are  at 
present.  The  Australian  colonies  were  perfectly  healthy  when 
founded ;  so  also  the  Mauritius  and  St.  Helena.  I  cannot  name 
a  single  colony  that  was  originally  unhealthy,  and  that  subse- 

quently became  salubrious.  Soldiers,  sailors,  and  civilians ;  Euro- 
peans and  natives ;  women  as  well  as  men,  residing  in  every  part 

of  Hong  Kong,  have  fallen  victims  to  the  climate,  and  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year. 
An  extensive  study  of  the  subject,  and  no  inconsiderable  ex** 

perience  in  different  climates,  induces  me  to  concur  in  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Thompson,  the  respected  head  of  the  medical  depart- 

ment of  Hong  Kong,  that  the  island  never  will  be  healthy.  Its 
geological  character;  the  immense  quantity  of  rain;  and  the 
circumvallation  of  hUls  surrounding  the  town  and  island,  render 
it  a  hot-bed  of  disease,  which  may  be  more  mitigated  one  year 
than  another,  but  which  will  ever  and  anon  recur  with  increased 
violence.  No  drainage  can  obviate  this  destructive  miasm; 
independent  of  new  roads  or  buildings,  the  rain  will  every  y«yp 
keep  the  surface  continually  saturated  with  moisture,  and  also 
uncover  large  portions  of  the  hills,  washing  the  putrifying  sub- 

stance down  the  deep  ravines,  towards  the  sea,  thus  generating  a 
fruitful  crop  of  diseases. 

We  shall  have  to  consider,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report, 
whether  the  objects  sought,  or  to  be  obtained,  by  the  possession 
of  Hong  Kong,  are  worth  the  dreadful  sacrifice  of  life  which  the 
maintenance  of  the  present  establishments  entails. 

Population  and  progress. — Hong  Kong  was  ''  ceded  to  the 
British  Crown  under  the  seal  of  the  Imperial  Minister  and  High 

Commissioner,  Keshen,^^  in  January,  1841 — see  Captain  Elliot's 
proclamation,  dated  Hong  Kong,  29th  January,  1841,  promising 

*^  full  security  and  protection  to  all  British  subjects  and  foreigners 
residing  in  or  resorting  to  the  island,  so  long  as  they  shall  con- 

tinue to  conform  to  the  authority  of  Her  Mf^esty^s  government 
hereby  duly  constituted  and  proclaimed  in  and  over  Hong  Kong,'^ 
&c.  By  the  same  proclamation  natives  of  China  were  invited  to 
settle  in  the  island,  by  promising  them  that  they  should  be 
"  governed  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  China — eyfsty 
description  of  torture  excepted.''  And,  by  another  proclamation 
dated  Hong  Kong,  Jan.  1841,  issued  by  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  com- 

mander-in-chief, and  Captain  Elliot,  Her  Majesty's  plenipotentiary, 
it  is  declared,  that  "  the  island  of  Hong  Kong  has  now  become  a 
part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Queen  of  England^  by  clear  public 
agreement  between  the  high  officers  of  the  Celestial  and  British. 
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i[K>itrt8 ;  and  the  Chiiiese  are  hereby  promised  protection  in  Her 

Majesty^s  gracious  name  against  all  enemies  whatever ;  and  they are  further  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religious  rites^ 
ceremonies^  and  social  customs^  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
lawful  private  property  and  interests:  Chinese  ships^  and  mer- 

chants resorting  to  the  port  of  Hong  Kong  for  the  purposes  of 
trade,  are  exempt,  in  the  name  of  the  Queen  of  England,  from 

charge  or  duty  of  any  kind  to  the  British  government/*  The  re- 
mainder of  the  proclamation  consists  of  further  inducements  for 

the  Chinese  to  settle  in  and  trade  with  Hong  Kong. 
A  form  of  government  was  organized :  a  chief  magistrate  and  a 

harbour  master,  ̂ c,  were  appointed ;  fifty  lots  of  land  were  sold 
in  June,  1841,  to  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson,  and  Co.;  Dent  and 
Co. ;  MacVicar  and  Co. ;  Fox,  Bawson,  and  Co. ;  Turner  and  Co.; 
Lindsey  and  Co.,  and  various  other  persons ;  the  annual  rental  of 
which  amounted  to  £3,224.  Each  lot  was  required  to  have  a 
building  erected  within  six  months,  of  the  appraised  value  of  1,000 
dollars ;  and  a  deposit  of  500  dollars  was  required  to  be  lodged 
with  the  treasurer  as  a  security  for  the  performance  of  this  engage- 

ment. Building  commenced  with  great  spirit :  the  government 
spent  very  large  sums  of  money  on  the.  island,  and  the  harbour 
was  filled  with  ships  of  war  and  transports.  The  island  has  now 
had  a  fair  trial  of  mo)re  than  three-and-a-half  (at  present  sia^)  years^ 
we  shall  examine  what  progress  it  has  made  in  civilized  population. 

On  taking  possession  of  Hong  Kong,  it  was  found  to  contain 
ftbout  7,500  inhabitants  scattered  over  twenty  fishing  hamlets  and 
villages.  The  requirements  of  the  fleet  and  troops,  the  demands 
f&t  labourers  to  make  roads  and  houses,  and  the  servants  of  Euro- 

peans, increased  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  in  March,  1842, 
they  were  numbered  at  12,361.  In  April,  1844,  the  number  of 
Chinese  on  the  island  is  computed  at  19,000 — of  whom  not  more 
than  1,000  are  women  and  children.  In  the  census  are  included 
ninety-seven  women  slaves  and  females  attendant  on  thirty-one 
brothels,  eight  gambling  houses,  and  twenty  opium  shops.  It  is 
literally  true  that  after  three  years  and  a  half  [siai)  uninterrupted  set- 

tlement, there  is  not  one  respectable  Chinese  inhabitant  on  the  island* 
The  merchants  of  China,  in  a  memorial  to  Lord  Stanley,  of  13th 

August,  1845,  say :  "  there  are  no  Chinese  merchants,  nor  even 
shopkeepers,  with  the  smallest  pretension  to  property.^' One  man  of  reputed  wealth,  named  Chinam,  who  had  been 
engaged  in  the  opium  trade,  came  to  Hong  Kong,  built  a  good 
house  and  freighted  a  ship.  He  soon  returned  to  Canton,  and 
died  th^e  of  a  fever  and  cold  contracted  at  Hong  Kong.  It  waa 
understood,  however,  that  had  he  lived  he  would  have  been  prohi- 

bited returning  to  Hoi^  Kong,  as  it  is  the  policy  of  the  manda- 
rins on  the  adjacent  coast  to  prevent  all  respectable  Chinese  from 

settling  at  Hong  Kong,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  hold  which 
they  possess  on  their  families  and  relatives,  this  can  be  done  most 
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effectually ;  at  the  same  time,  I  believe^  that  thej  enconoiagei  aad 
promote  the  deportation  of  every  thief,  pirate,  and  idle  or  ii0itlii# 
kss  vagabond  from  the  mainland  to  Hong  Kong* 

The  Bev.  Dri  Gutslaff,  who  has  been  aA^tged  in  makiiig  ;• 
census  of  the  population  in  Hong  Kong,  referring  to  the  fishemKm^ 
who  formed  the  greater  part  of  the  population  of  the  idand  on 
our  arrival,  says :  "  they  are  a  roving  set  of  beings,  floating  on  tiie 
wide  face  of  the  ocean  with  their  families,  and  commitliiigp  de4 
predations  whenever  it  can  be  done  with  impunity.  The  Stone* 
cutters  have  been  working  here  for  many  years  before  our  nmrnkt 
the  majoritv  of  these  men  are  unprincipled ;  they  cannot  be  cikii* 
sidered  as  domesticated,  and  are  in  the  habit  of  going  and-coibing 
according  to  the  state  of  trade.  The  most  numerous  dass  who 
have  since  our  arrival  fixed  themselves  on  the  island,  are  from 
Whampoa ;  many  of  them  are  of  the  worst  charaeierf  ami  are  teai§ 
to  commit  any  atrocity »  The  capital  of  the  shopkeepers  is  very 
small;  the  most  of  tbem  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  lead  a Hft 
of  expedients,  without  principle  and  self«<controL 

^^  It  is  very  natural  that  depraved,  idle,  and  bad  chaiacters  from 
the  adjacent  main  and  islands  should  flock  to  the  colony  whevs 

some  money  can  be  made/' 
Dr.  Outsslaff,  whose  prepossessions  are  strongly  in  favour  ttf  the 

Chinese,  concludes  this  portion  of  the  memorandum  with  which 
he  has  favoured  me,  as  follows :  "  I%e  moral  standard  qf  the  peopk 
congregated  in  this  place  (Hong  Kong)  is  qfthe  lowest  deseriptum/' 
This  observation  is  fully  IxHrne  out  by  the  numerous  murder^ 
piracies,  burglaries,  and  robberies  of  every  description,  which  have 
taken  place  during  the  last  three  (sw)  years,  and  with  almost  perfect 
impunity;  for  the  Chinese  are  f(H*med  into  secret  societies  for 
mutual  protection,  and  no  man  dare  inform  against  another. 
A  writer  in  the  London  '^Times''  of  17th  December,  1844, 

speaking  of  his  experience  at  Hong  Kong,  says,  "  The  commuxuty 
is  migratory,  property  most  insecure,  and  life  often  in  danger,  from 
the  bands  of  piratical  robbers  that  infest  this  and  the  neighbour- 

ing islands.  The  place  has  nothing  to  recommend  it,  if  we  except 
its  excellent  harbour.  The  site  of  the  new  town  of  Victoria  is 
most  objectionable,  there  being  scarcely  level  ground  enough  far 
the  requisite  buildings;  and  the  high  hills  which  overhang  the 
locality  shut  out  the  southerly  winds,  and  render  the  place  exiGeed- 
ingly  hot,  close,  and  unhealthy.  Many  of  the  worst  description 
of  Chinese  resort  there,  and  I  have  seen  during  one  evening  at 
Victoria,  more  open  scenes  of  vice  and  debauchery  than  I  hud  ob- 

served during  my  three  years'  stay  in  the  north  of  China*  So 
much  for  the  boasted  march  of  civilization.^'  Recently,  thepcdice 
magistrate  at  Victoria  publicly  warned  the  inhabitants  not  to  go 
outside  the  precincts  of  the  town  without  fire-arms*  And  as 
regards  the  waters  around  Hong  Kong,  they  are  in  possession  of 
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Uw  psMf^  ntietiB  n  #dl*anfi6d  vessel  with  Eiiropeans^  ̂ tr^  <^h« 
«^f 'to  any  eoastiiig  icraft. 

It  must  not  be  inferred^  however^  from  the  various  trades  carried 
fi0Oli<m  nt  Hcmg  Kong  by  the  Chinese^  that  there  is  an  honest, 
jpeacefttl  peculation. 
t.'^AJb^  tUs  moment,  (July,  1844),  the  European  inhabitants 
81^  tobSiged  to  deep  with  loaded  pistols  under  their  pillows* 
fjDJqu^ntfy  to  turn  out  of  their  beds  at  midnight  to  protect 
dMHi^lii^s  and  property  from  gangs  of  armed  robbers,  who  are  ready 
t^r^sscrtfioe  a  few  of  their  number  if  they  can  obtain  a  large  plun- 
der^ 

:  i¥he -Hciig  Kong  newspapers  teem  with  descriptions  of  robberies 
fdhrost  nightly.  To  this  is  now  added  incendiarism.  The  follow*^ 
ing  extract  from  the  ''  Hong  Kong  register,^'  is  a  fair  specimen  of 
tlie  daring  eharacter  of  the  attacks : — 
v'^^^  About  half-past  one  this  (Monday)  morning  a  room  in  the 
liosjatal  was  broken  into,  and  money  and  goods  to  a  considerable 
value  carried  away.  The  thieves  in  this,  as  in  most  of  the  robber- 

ies that  have  occurred,  must  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the 
pimliiises.  Mr.  Cowan,  the  assistant^  was  awakened  by  the  crash 
of  the  Venetians  being  wrenched,  off :  after  which  fire-balls  were 
ihtown  in  to  illuminate  the  room,  which  was  immediately  filled 
id&.  robbers,  and  stripped  of  everjrthing  portable,  after  which  they 

infbde  ofi*,  without  disturbing  the  adjoining  apartments.  On  mak<^ 
iu^  Ids  escape,  Mr.  Cowan  endeavoured  in  vain  to  attract  the  at^ 
Ibention  of  the  sentinel  stationed  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  and  fail- 

Jiiig  in  tltts^  gave  the  alarm  at  Dr.  Anderson's ;  but  so  expeditious 
fw&ee  the  parties,  that  by  this  time  all  trace  of  them  was  lost.  The 
watclmian  at  Dr.  Hobson's,  saw  about  fifty  take  to  a  boat  on  the 
small  piece  of  beach  lying  between  the  two  hills. 

**  The  almost  nightly  occurrence  of  such  events,  calls  loudly  for  a 
inore  efficient  system  of  police.  'One  of  the  first  requisites  of  a iSovemment  is  to  afford  protection  to  the  life  and  property  of  the 
{subjects.  No  lengthened  dissertation  is  required  to  show  how 
completely,  in  this  latter  respect,  we  are  here  left  unprotected. 
We  should  like  to  know  how  many  Europeans  on  the  island,  sleep 
every  night  without  loaded  fire-arms  either  under  their  pillow  or 
witlun  their  immediate  reach — ^and  the  answer,  if  obtained,  would 
jyfove  sufficiently  the  degree  of  confidence  placed  in  our  police* 

men.'^ The  '<  China  Mail/^  dated  Hong  Kong,  27th  August,  1846, 
a  paper  which  has  hitherto  supported  the  local  government,  and 
whose  proprietor  and  editor  invested,  in  1844,  some  property  in 
the  ifihuid,  makes  the  following  admission : 

*'*  It  is,  and  will  continue,  a  subject  of  wonder,  why,  where  so 
wide  a  choice  was  open,  our  negotiators  should  have  selected  such 
a  slerile  and  wUd  unlovely  land  as  Hong  Kong^ 
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u 
The  number  of  lawless  ruffians  has  latd.y  been  on  the  inerease, 

and  scarcely  a  week  passes  unmarked  by  some  instances  of  murder, 
stabbing,  and  other  afi^^ravated  assaohs,  chiefly  committed  by  the 

Chinese/' 
Since  this  was  printed,  the  insecurity  has  increased,  and  pevaons 

are  carried  off  by  force  from  the  island  in  open  di^ :  while  the 
pirates,  who  congregate  like  hungry  wolves  in  the  outer  waters^ 
are  ready  to  seise  on  any  unarm^  or  even  half-armed  vessel,  that 
qnits  the  protection  of  our  guns.  Every  mail  that  arrives  from 
China,  confirms  the  accuracy  of  these  statements. 

This  state  of  things  was  long  ago  predicted.    In  the  '*  Canton 
Begister,''  of  2drd  February,  1841,  it  was  stated :    ''  Hong  Kong 
will  be  the  resort  and  rendezvous  of  all  the  Chinese  smugglers  i 
opium  smoking  shops  and  gambling  houses  will  soon  spread  ;  ta 
those  haunts  will  flock  all  the  discontented  and  bad  spirits  of  the 

empire ;  the  island  will  be  surrounded  by  *^  shameens,''  (name  of 
a  dissolute  place  at  Canton),  and  become  a  gehenna  of  the  waters.'^ 
Three  (M)  years  have  completely  folfilled  this  prediction,  and  neither 
time  nor  circumstances  will  now  ever  alter  the  character  of  the 
place.    No  Chinese  of  the  humbler  class  will  ever  bruig  their 
wives  and  children  to  the  colony.     He  must  be  sangidndy  vision- 

ary who  expects  that  Hong  Kong  will  ever  contain  a  numerous 
and  respectable  Chinese  population.    And  as  regards  the  pres^it 
inhabitants^  if  a  migratory  race  who  are  constantly  changing, 
deserve  that  epithet,  their  diminution  by  one  half  would  be  satis^ 
factory,  for  then  a  control  by  registration  might  be  exercised,  and 

life  and  property  be  rendered  in  some  degree  secure.'^ 
The  daring  dbaracter  of  the  population,  and  its  worthlessness 

for  all  useful  civil  purposes  in  the  formaticm  of  a  colony,  wiU  be 
seen  in  the  following  incident : — 

On  the  27th  September,  1843,  the  Honourable  Migor  Caine,  the 
chief  magistrate,  issued  a  proclimiatiou  for  putting  down  some 
mat-sheds,  which  harboured  a  gang  of  ruffians,  who  were  nightly 
engaged  in  plundering  the  town.  In  the  beginning  of  October, 
1848,  the  Chinese  robbers  posted  a  counter  proclamation  on  the 
gate  of  number  one^  market  place,  in  the  chief  thoroughfare,  de- 

claring that  if  they  left  the  island  themselves,  they  would  ̂ ^  compel 
others  to  do  so,  taking  with  them  their  merchandise  and  jh'o- 
perty ;  and  warning  people  to  be  cautious  how  they  ventured  out 

after  dark,  lest  they  meet  with  some  unexpected  harm.'^  At  the 
same  time,  the  government  coal  dep6ts  were  set  on  fire ;  the  mat- 
barracks  of  41st  regiment,  and  the  market  place,  number  one, 
were  attempted  to  be  burned;  and  at  noon,  a  number  of  Chinamen 
armed  with  knives,  entered  the  market,  threatened  all  around, 
wounded  an  European  policeman,  and  then  walked  away  nn- 
molested.  The  number  of  prisoners  in  the  jail  of  Hong  Kong, 
averaged,  during  1843*44,  from  sixty  to  ninety  a  month;  nearly 
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eveaej  prisoner  was  Chinese,  and  the  crimes  with  which  they  were 
eharged^  w»e  invariably  piracy,  murder,  burglary,  robbery,  &c# 
There  has  been  no  dimiaution  of  crime ;  the  number  of  prisoners 
in  the  jail  has  increased ;  and  the  nightly  robberies  are  nearly  as 
freqtient  as  they  were  three  years  ago.  The  sbopkeepeors  do  not 
remain  more  than  a  few  months  on  the  island,  when  another  set 
takes  their  place.  There  is,  in  &ct,  a  continual  shifting  of  a 
Sedoiiin  sort  of  population,  whose  migratory,  predatory,  gambling, 
and  dissolute  habits,  utterly  unfit  for  them  for  continuous  indus* 
try,  and  render  them  not  only  useless,  but  highly  injurious  sub- 

ject in  the  attempt  to  form  a  new  colony. 
There  cannot  be  said  to  be  any  other  coloured  race  in  the 

colony,  a  &w  Lascars  seek  employment  in  ships.  The  European 
inhabitants,  independent  of  those  in  the  employ  of  government^ 
eonsist  of  the  members  of  about  twdve  mercantile  houses,  and  their 
clerks,  together  with  several  European  shopkeepers.  A  few  per* 
sons  have  arrived  here  from  New  South  Wsdes,  to  try  and  better 
tiieir  fortune,  many  of  whom  woald  be  glad  to  return  thither. 

The  principal  mercantile  firms  are  those  engaged  in  the  opium 
trade,  and  who  have  removed  thither  from  Macao^  as  a  safer  posi* 
tionfor  an  opium  dep6t,  and  which  they  frankly  admit  is  the  only 
trade  Hong  Kong  will  ever  possess.  The  opiimi  belonging,  to  the 
two  principal  firms  is  not  however,  lodged  on  shore,  it  is  kept  in 

^'  receiving  ships ;"  the  "  Hormanjee  Bomar^ee'^  belonging  to 
Jardine,  Matheson,  &  Co.;  and  the  ̂ ^  John  Barry^'  belonging  to 
Dent  &  Co.  Even  the  money  in  use  by  those  firms  is  not  en« 
trusted  on  shore,  but  is  kept  in  the  ̂ ^  receiving  ships.^'  These 
firms  and  the  three  or  four  others  partially  engaged  in  the  opium 
trade,  carry  on  the  business  in  Hong  Hong ;  the  tea  trade  is  car- 

ried on  distinctly  at  Canton,  by  members  of  the  firms  resident 
there.  Excepting  the  six:  firms  engaged  in  the  opium  trade,  the 
other  six  houses  are  small,  and  are  principally  agents  for  manu* 
facturers,  &a,  in  Great  Britain.  The  expense  of  establishmer^, 
the  high  rate  of  interest  of  money,  and  the  want  of  trade,  will  it 
is  said  probably  ere  long  compel  the  removal  or  breaking  up  of 
several  of  the  small  bouses.  There  is  scarcely  a  firm  in  the 
iskmd,  but  would  I  understand  be  glad  to  get  back  half  the  money 
they  have  expended  in  the  ccdony,  and  retire  from  the  places 
[Since  this  was  written  in  July  1844,  many  of  the  mercantile 
firms  have  quitted  Hong  Kong — ^and  others  are  preparing  to 
follow  their  example.] 

The  ''Friend  of  China^'  of  11th  July,  1846,  states,  «  afewfaet9 
for  the  considerathon  of  his  Ea^cdkney  Chvemor  Davis . — 

'^Marine  lot  No.  64  was  ofiered  for  sale  at  Mr.  Franklyn^a 
rooms  yesterday.  This  lot  has  200  feet  water  frontage,  with  a  sea 
wall  and  other  improvements,  which  cost  3,000  dollars— it  adjoins 
some  of  the  principal  mercantile  establishments,  and  for  mer* 
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ouitile  premises  is  a  most  eligible  site.  There  was  not  a  shigle 
bid,  and  the  lot  and  improvements  will  probably  be  allowed  to 
lapse  to  the  crown.  Less  than  a  year  ago  Mr.  Franklyn  sold  a 
less  valuable  lot  for  8,080  dollars ;  and  two  years  age  6,000  dol^ 
lars  would  have  been  given  for  lot  64,  which  now  cannot  find  a 
bidder. 

''There  are  upwards  of  twenty  unoccupied  houses  in  U^ng 
Kong,  either  of  which  two  years  ago  would  have  oommandedsa 
annual  rent  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

"  There  is  not  a  single  Chinese  merchant  resident  in  Hang  Kong^ 
Of  British  finns  eight  have  abandoned  the  colony  svnce  the  arriml 
of  his  Excdlency* 

^  The  commerce  which  existed  when  his  Excellency  arrived,  haa 
disappeared—  parties  who  purchased,  and  improved  lots,  are  abait- 
domng  them — ^the  laud  rent  is  diminishing,  and  upwards  q£  300 
Ladrones  are  known  to  be  resident  on  the  island.^^ 
A  sort  of  hallucination  seems  to  have  seized  those  who  \iiwlt 

houses  here.  They  thought  that  Hong  Kong  would  ''  rapidly  out- 
rival Singapore,''  and  become  the  Tyre  or  Carthage  of  the  ''  eastern 

hemisi^ere*''  Three  {sis)  years'  residence,  and  the  experioojoe 
thence  derived,  have  materially  sobered  some  of  the  views  eajteii 
tained.  Unfortunately  the  government  of  the  colony  fostered  tb^ 
delusion  respecting  the  colony.  The  leading  governmenlroffio^is 
bought  land,  built  houses  or  bazaars,  which  they  rented  out  at  high 
rates,  and  the  public  money  was  lavished  in  the  most  extraordinsiry 
manner,  building  up  and  pulling  down  temporary  structures; 
making  zig-zag  bridle  paths  over  hills  and  mountains^  aad  forming 
^  the  Queen's  road"  of  three  to  four  miles  long  on  which  about 
80,000  doUars  have  been  expended,  but  which  is  not  passable  for 
half  the  year.  The  straggling  settlement  called  Victoria,  built 

along  ''  the  Queen's  Road"  was  dignified  with  the  name  of  '^  City" 
and  it  was  declared  on  the  hig^t  authority  that  Hong  Kopg 
would  contain  a  population  "  equal  to  that  of  Ancient  Rome." 

The  surveyor  general,  in  an  official  report  to  his  relative  and 
patron.  Sir  Henry  Fottinger,  of  twenty-two  pages,  dated  6th  July, 
184i8,  proposed  building  an  entirely  new  town  or  "  ci/y"  in  the 
Wooni-chung  valley  (which  may  be  aptly  called  the  valley  of  death) 
with  a  gmnd  canal  and  many  bmnch  canals,  &c.  &c. 

''  Two  ranges  of  terraces  of  houses,  &c.,  courts  of  law  flpd 
various  other  offices ;"  "  acclimatizing  barracks ;"  '*  additions  to  the 
present  government  house  for  the  secretaries  and  personal  staff'  of 
the  governor,  isolated  from  all  other  buildings ;"  a  space  of  limd 
to  be  reclaimed  from  the  sea  for  a  public  landing  plaoe^  with 

an  esplanade,  or  public  walk;"  "a  magnificent  promenade  qffour 
mile^^  to  be  made  on  ground  now  covered  by  the  sea,  whidi  ̂ as 
to  be  excluded  by  a  sea  wall  ̂ ^  at  a  cost  of  thirty-five  doUars  iper 
lineal  yard^  exclibsive  of  filling  iny*  &c. ;  a  circular  road  over  hills 
and  ravines  round  the  entire  island,  &c.  &c.  adapted  for  carriages 
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and  for  momng  troops  with  speed  and  facility  to  any  part  of  the 
island^  where  they  may  happen  to  be  required  for  the  protection  of 

the  different  milages  I^'  (these  villages,  be  it  remembered,  containing 
nothing  but  a  few  hundreds  of  a  thieving,  piratical  popolation) 
— ^I  refer  to  the  government  archives  for  tall  details  of  these  and 
other  most  ridiculous  projects,  involving  a  vast  expenditure  of 
ptfUic  money,  which  none  but  the  wildest  theorists,  or  self- 
mteirested  persons,  could  have  projected  or  entertained. 

On  17th  December,  1843,  the  surveyor-generals*  laid  before  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  the  elevation  of  a  building  for  a  government 
office,  &c.  *'  with  a  front  of  360  feet  in  length  by  50  feet  in  depth, 
and  which  would  probably  cost  ̂ £30,000  sterling  J'  There  seemed 
to  he  the  greatest  possible  desire  to  spend  a  lai^e  part  of  the 
Chinese  indemnity  money  on  this  wretched,  barren,  unhealthy, 
and  useless  rock,  which  the  whole  wealth,  energy,  tmd  talent  of 
England  would  never  render  habitable,  or  creditable  as  a  colony 
to  the  British  name. 

In  illastration  of  themode  in  which  the  public  money  was  pro- 
posed to  be  spent,  I  give  the  following,  which  is  a  portion  of  the 

estimate  of  public  works  in  Hong  Kong  for  1844,  and  which  Sif 
H.  Pottinger  transmitted  to  England  for  approval ;  if  sanctioned, 
of  course,  the  surveyor-general  would  be  no  loser  by  this  lai^ 
ebtpenditture  of  cash  among  Chinese  contractors* 

Dollars. 

.  Completion  of  Queen's  Roads  from  West  Point,  to 
the  east  side  of  Woongnichung  valley         •        •      28,000 

;    Ditto  to  Godowns  of  Jardine  &  Co*        •         •        •       15,000 
New  street  formation  in  Victoria  •        •        •      35,000 
Sewers  in  Victoria   100,000 
Value  of  houses  to  be  removed  from  upper  bazaar 

and  other  places   «.      25,000   ̂ 
Drainage  of  Woongnichung  valley  •        ,        •        7,000 
Bridle  path  to  Saiwan   8,000 
New  church   85,000 
Oovemment  house,  with  suitable  office,  &c.    .        •       70,000 
House  for  judge   24,000 
Ditto  for  advocate  general   20,000 

Ditto  for  Queen's  solicitor  general  •        •        •      20,000 
Ditto  for  colonial  seoretary    «        •        •        •        •      20,000 
Ditto  for  chief  magistrate   20,000 
Ditto  for  treasurer         .•♦•.•      18,000 
Ditto  for  land  officer   18,000 

•   Ditto  for  clerk  of  colonial  council  •        «        •        •      16,000 
Ditto  for  colonial  surgeon   16,000 
Ditto  for  the  chaplain   16,000 

Buildings  for  advocate  general.  Queen's  solicitor,  &c.     100,000 
Prison,  with  house  for  jailer.  Hong  Kong       *        •      45,000 MM^ia*. 

Carried  forward    .         ,         .     651,000 
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Brought  forward  . 
Debtors'  jail,  Hong  Kong 
House  of  Correction,  Hong  Kong 
Two  police  stations  north  side  of  Island 
Two  smaller  ditto 
Police  station  at  Chuckchoo  • 
Ditto  at  Saiwan    • 
Ditto  at  Pok-foolum 
Keeping  in  repair  Chuk-chooroad 

Contingencies  of  five  per  cent. 

Consulate  at  Canton 

Total 

Land  office,  10th  of  February,  1844. 
Victoria. 

DoUais. 

651,000 

80,000 15,000 
10,000 

4,000 
8,000 
a,ooo 
8,000 
1,600 

715,500 
35,776 

751,275 
45,000 

796,275 

A.  F.  Gordon, 

Land  officer. 

This  is  but  a  small  portion  of  the  contemplated  expenditure;  it 
does  not  include  the  formation  of  streets  and  roads  in  Hong  Kong, 
which  (on  account  of  the  mountainous  nature  of  the  island)  would 
cost  about  £100,000  sterling.  It  does  not  include  barracks,  stores, 
forts,  arsenab,  dockyards,  wharfs,  &c.,  all  projected,  and  which 
would  cost  several  millions  sterlmg  before  they  would  be  com- 

pleted!   
By  a  Parliamentary  .Return  (No.  264,  of  May  4, 1846),  it  appears 

that  the  total  re viBuue. raised  in  JBLong  Kong  from  January  29, 
1841  (when  British  possession  was  taken  by  Captain  Elliot),  to 
September  30^  1845,  amounted  to  £29,436 ;  that  is,  for  neaaiy  five 
years  at  the  rate  of  less,  than  6,000  a-year.  Of  the  total  sum  of 
i£29,486,  the.  amount  received  as  rent  of  land  for  building  was 
£16,208,  leaving  only  £13,228  from  all  .other  sources. 

The  mere  civil  colonial  expenditure,  as  far  as  it  can  be  gathered 
from  the  above  imperfect  return,  amounted  for  the  period  quoted, 
to  £161,634,.thus. showing  a  defunt  for  civil  expenses  alone,  of 
£182,198.  The  military  and  naval  expenditure,  military  works, 
charges,  &c.,  ibr  the  same  peood  at  Hong  Kong,  has  not  been  less 
than,  on  an ,  average,  £200,000  per  annum.  Thus  this  barren, 
useless  island  has  cost  England  already  more  than  a  million  and  a 
qiiarter  sterling  to  .the  present  date ;  while  the  Americans  canyon 
a  trade  with  China  equal  to  half  the  commerce  of  England  with 
China,  at  a  cost  of  about  £1,000  a-year  I  A  mercantile  Consul  at 
Canton,  and  the  occasional  presence  of  a  ship  of  war  at  Canton, 
affords  all  the  required  aid  of  the  United  States^  commerce  with 
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China^  while  we  are  uselessly  squandering  life  and  treasure  at 

Hong  Kong.  According  to  the  ordnance  estimates^  ordered  to  be* 
printed,  February  16th,  1846,  it  would  appear  that  Her  Majesty's 
Mifodftters  are  still  unacquainted  with  the  real  nature  of  Hong 
Kong,  or  they  would  not  sanction  the  continuance  of  enormous 
expenditure  on  an  utterly  useless  barren  rock : — 

, 

For  1845-46.    ' For  1846-47. Ordnance  establishments .      £1,900 .     £6,604 
Barrack .         .  ditto 

2,522 1,861 Clerk  of  .work9,  &c.. .  949 931 

Labourers'  wages    , 
1,654 1,843 New  works  and  barracks •                                   •                                  •                                   1 .     113,000 

• 

«                                   • 

£124,239 

What  the  past  ordnance  expenditure  has  been,  it  is  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  Say ;  but  it  is  Very  desirable  that  the  vote  for 
the  above  sum  of  ̂ 124,239,  for  only  one  branch  of  service,  be  sus- 

pended until  Un  impartial  inquiry  be  made.  The  officer  command- 
ing the  troops  at '  Hong  Kong,  and  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 

engineers,  who  are  now  causing  and  recommending  this  expendi- 
ture, both  formerly  declared  that  Hong  Kong  was  valueless  to 

England;  and  the  respected  heads  of  ordnance,  artillery,  and 
commissariat,  have  in  vain  protested  against  this  waste  of  the 
public  money :  for  this  meritorious  conduct  Colonel  Chesney,  of  tJie 
Royal  Artillery,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  of  the  Ordnance,  have  been  disgraced, 

and  punished  by  General  d'Aguilar! 
Some  of  the  useless  military  expenditure  is  as  follows  : —  , 

The  GeneraPs  House.  Dollars.    ̂  

Original  estimate   22,000 
.  Two  additional  estimates        •        »        .        •         .        1,346 
Two  supplementary  ditto       •        *        •        •         •        4^500 

27,846 Materials  bought  in  addition  to  the  estimates,— 
timber,  lead,  marble,  glass,  bricks,  and  lime        .      10,000 

37,846 
iji^retaining  wall,  bridge,  and  road    ....       10,000 
Coach-house,  stables,  cook-house^  and   out-offices, 

eoyered  way  tp  ditto  .     ,  .     ,   .     .   .     .   .        8,000 

]Paid  on  the  spoil         '   •        .         .         .         •         .       55,846 fixtures  and  fittings  demanded  from  England  £3,000      15,000. 

70,846 
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Be8ide8  laying  out  ground,  planting  graas  plots,  and  other  ex- 
penses still  going  on. 

70,000  dollars,  at  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  only  8,520  dol- 
lars per  annum  of  rent,  paid  to  accommodate  Major-general 

D'Aguilar,  equal  to  about  j61,836  sterling  per  annum. 

Officert?  Quarters.  Dollars. 
Original  estimate           •«•••*  61^680 
In  addition,  materials             «        •         •         •         •  4,000 
Ditto,  lead     •        •   •  300 
Supplementary  estimate  £3,400    •        •        •        •  17,000 
Further  sum  for  material — timber,  bricks,  tiles,  lime, 

glass,  &c.  &c.                9,800 

92,780 To  which  must  be  added  the  expenses  of  the  mess- 
room,  not  known  as  yet      •        •        •        .         • 

Also  the  cook-house,  stables,  privies,  drains,  bath 
rooms,  formation  of  grounds,  &c.  &c.  • 

Fixtures  from  England  for  both  items    •        «        .       18,000 

Total        ....        Dollars     110,780 

The  quarters  accommodate  twenty-two  officers,  being  5,000  dol- 
lars for  each  officer,  who  has  for  his  personal  accommodation  a 

single  ill-ventilated  room,  twenty  feet  by  eighteen.  For  this  sum 
a  good  six  room  house  can  be  built,  suitable  to  officers,  with  veran- 

dahs, and  every  comfort  which  the  chmate  renders  essential ;  but  of 
course  without  a  massive  entaUaiure  of  granite  Itndc  columns  and 
capitals,  the  volutes  elaborately  carved  in  the-  same  ntaterial.  At 
twelve  per  cent,  each  officer's  little  room  costs  600  dollars  per  an- 

num, or  fifty  dollars  per  month,  for  which  a  comfortable  house 
might  be  obtained. 

I  am  ready  to  prove  that  the  conduct  of  Oeneral  D'Aguilar,  and 
particularly  of  Major  Aldrich,  of  the  Engineers,  deserves  the 
strongedt  censure,  for  their  waste  of  the  public  money,  at  Hong Kong. 

Dollars. Hospital  with  two  wings,  original  estimate     •        •  90,000 

Two  wings  of  barracks  in  the  rear  of  the  officers*^ 
quarters-   .-..•,•.        <        ...  85,000 

Add  for  drains,  hiUock,  &c    26,000 
Add  sea  wall  to  hospital      -  .      -  •     *  .         •         •  13^000 
Materials  purchased-      ..«•••  33^000 

187,000 
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Exclusive  of  out-buildings  of  every  description,  fixtures  of  all 
kinds  demanded  from  England^  and  a  variety  of  expenses  inserted 
in  1847  estimate. 

Cplonel  Chesney,  of  the  Bengal  artillery,  an  ofl&cer  of  forty  years 
distinguished  service,  of  high  intellectual  attainments,  and  truly 
Christian  principles,  saw  the  inutility  of  Hong  Kong,  and  endea- 

voured to  check  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  as 
is  the  bounden  duty  of  a  servant  of  the  crown — whether  civil  or 

military,  '  For  thus  acting.  Colonel  Chesney  has  been  shamefully persecuted  by  those  who  are  interested  personally  and  pecuniarily 
in  maintaining  the  delusion.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  justice  is  not 
dead  in  Jfingland,  and  that  Colonel  Chesney,  on  his  return  home, 
will  obtain  it  at  the  hands  of  the  Commander-in-chief^  and  the 
Master-general  of  the  ordnance. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  branch  of  the  subject  farther ; 
sufficient  has  been  said  to  shew  the  absurd  and  ruinous  projects 
which  were  entertained,  and  the  utter  failure  of  the  colony  in  re- 

gard to  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  population. 
The  merchants  and  British  residents  in  Hong  Kong,  in  a  me- 

morial to  Lord  Stanley,  dated  13th  August,  184}5,  (after  I  had 

quitted  the  island),  fully  verify  this  observation  :  they  say,  "  there 
is  at  this  moment,  after  four  years  occupation  of  the  island, 
scai^Q^ly  one  foreign  resident,  except  government  officers,  and  . 
tliose  British  merchants  and  traders  who  commenced  building 
befoii'e.tfae  enforcement  of  the  Jeasesf  there  are  no  Chinese  mer- 

chants, or  even  shopkeepers,  with  a^y  pretension  to  property/' 
Commerce. — There  is  no  trade  of  any  noticeable  extent  in  Hong 

Kong;  vessels  occasionally  touch  here  on  their  way  to  Canton,  or 
on  their  return  from  thence,  when  laden  and  about  to  proceed  to 
Europe  for  orders.  Vessels  also  proceeding  to  or  coming  from  the 
points  to  the  northward,  sometimes  touch  here  for  instructions  from 

the  owners  or  consignees,  but  very  few  "  break  bnlk^'  at  Hong  Kong« 
A  large  British  fleet  of  merchant-men  yearly  load  at  Canton  with 
tea ;  not  one  of  these  vessels  touch  at  Hong  Kong,  they  are  per- 

fectly independent  of  the  island  and,  of  its  harbour.  The  place  is 
indeed  shunned  by  the  tea  ships.  There  is  a  considerable  business  . 
done  in  opium,  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson,  and  Co.,  have  a  large 

opium  "  receiving  ship,'*  the  "  Homanjee  Bomanjee,''  moored  thp 
whole.  ycar,round  in  this  harbour;  Messrs.  Dent  and  Co.,  have  also 

a  large  vessel,  the  "  John  Barry,**  for  a  similar  purpose.  The^e  . 
receiving  ships  contain  the  opium  brought  from  India,  whence  it 
is  transhipped  to  smaller  vessels,  and  sent  up  the  coast.  Messrs. 
McVicar,  Burn,  and  Co.,  and  a  few  smaller  houses,  also  deal  to  the 
extent  of  their  means  in  the  opium  trade,  which  requires  a  large 
ready  money  capital.  The  smaller  houses  who  have  no  vessels  of 
their  own,  consign  opium  to  agents  at  the  consular  ports,  but  it  is 
kept  on  board  the  receiving  ships  moored  oflF  or  near  those  ports, 
until  the  agents  sell  the  opium  to  some  Chinese  broker,  at  Shang- 
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hai  for  inatance^  who  then  receives  an  order  for  the  delivery  of  the 

opium,  from  the  **  receiving  ship'^  at  Woosung. 
There  are  no  native  junks  trading  here  from  the  coast  of  China ; 

there  are  none  belonging  to  the  port,  and  a  few  fishing,  stone,  pro- 
vision, and  passage  boats,  many  of  which  form  a  safe  asylum  for 

Ladrones  and  vagabonds  of  every  description,  constitute  the  na- 
tive craft  of  Hong  Kong.  Even  if  the  natural  impediments  did 

not  exist  to  the  estabUshment  of  a  native  coasting  trade,  the  arti- 
cles 13,  14,  and  16,  in  the  supplementary  treaty,  would  effectually 

prevent  any  Chinese  junks,  resorting  to  Hong  Kong;  not  only  are 
the  junks  prevented  proceeding  tluther  from  any  places  but  the 
five  consular  ports,  but  they  must  also  obtain  special  passports  for 
a  voyage  to  Hong  Kong,  and  when  arrived  there,  the  British  go- 

vernment are  to  act  the  part  of  spies  for  the  Chinese  government, 
and  to  report  every  vessel,  the  name  of  her  proprietor,  the  nature 
of  her  cargo,  &c.,  to  the  authorities  at  Canton.  It  is  now  well 
understood  what  was  the  object  of  these  clauses ;  no  passes  will  be 
readily  granted,  and  junks  that  might  proceed  to  Hong  Kong, 
would  probably  be  punished  by  the  Chuiese  authorities,  who  are 
exceedingly  jealous  that  anv  thing  should  occur  for  the  advantage 
of  Hong  Kong.  These  and  other  circumstances  together  with  the 
fear  of  pirates,  the  want  of  a  Chinese  commercial  community,  the 
deamess  of  provisions,  and  the  absence  or  hish  price  of  any  trad- 

ing  commodities,  wiU  be  sufficient  to  prevent'anj  coasting  tJade  at Hong  Kong. 
Dr.  Gutdaff,  whose  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  character  and  pro- 

ceedings is  certainly  unsurpassed,  says,  '^  so  long  as  the  trade  is 
maintained  in  the  respective  ports  on  an  excellent  footing,  no  ves- 

sels will  visit  this  colony  to  buy  articles  at  the  same  price  which 
they  can  more  easily  get  nearer  to  them,  nor  will  they  bring  goods 
to  Hong  Kong  for  which  there  is  an  advantageous  market  in  their 
own  neighbourhood.  When  ships  find  it  more  profitable  to  pro- 

ceed direct  to  the  northern  ports,  the  chances  of  Hong  Kong  be- 
coming an  emporium  are  very  trifling.  Whatever  native  or 

foreign  trade  will  be  carried  on  here,  must  be  brought  to  the 
colony  by  adventitious  circumstances,  and  will  last,  or  cease  ac- 

cording to  accident;  for  notwithstanding  the  excellent  harbour. 
Hong  Kong  has  nothing  in  its  4)osition  or  relationship  to  the 

other  ports  to  concentrate  commerce.^' 
Since  August  1841,  proclamations  and  regulations  have  been 

issued  respecting  commerce  and  shipping,  for  their  encourage- 
ment and  protection.  No  duties  of  any  kind  whatever  have 

been  levied,  no  inquiries,  have  been  made  as  to  the  cargoes  of 
vessels ;  ships  might  enter  and  depart  at  pleasure ;  but  all  in  vain, 
commerce  cannot  be  created  where  no  materials  for  it  exist. 

A  table  of  the  shipping  which  entered  the  harbour  of  Hoiig 
Kong  for  three  years,  shews  that  it  consisted  principally  of  trans- 

ports conveying  troops,  and  vessels  calling  for  orders  or  seek- 
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ing  freight.  Ample  trial  has  been  givea  to  the  place  without  any 
satisfactory  result.  Nearly  four  (six)  years  residence  on  or  occu- 

pation of  the  Island^  and  an  immense  expenditure^  has  failed  to 
produce  any  commercial  operation.  Every  month  the  shipping 
entering  the  harbour  are  diminishing  in  number^  and  the  imposi- 

tion of  a  tonnage  duty^  would  it  is  said,  cause  a  still  further  de- 
crease. 

Since  this  was  written  the  Colonial  Journals  contain  the  follow- 
ing statements  :— 

'*  We  have  no  native  merchants  settled  in  the  colony  :  neither 
ia  produce  imported,  nor  goods  exported,  to  auy  of  the  fiVe  ports, 
except  it  be  on  British  account;  and  all  mercantile  transactions 
are  concluded  at  those  ports,  whilst  the  harbour  of  Hong  Kong  is 
completely  deserted.  Not  an  anchor  of  a  junk  is  dropped  in  the 
bay  of  Hong  Kong ;  they  flee  from  it  as  man  would  from  a  pesti- 

lence. *****  Hong  Kong,  a  free  port, 
is  deprived  of  all  trade  further  than  the  transhipment  of  goods, 
and  a  supply  of  articles  for  local  consumption,  the  commissions 
upon  which  would  barely  pay  the  expenses  of  a  first  class  mercan- 

tile establishment. — (Extract  from  editorial  article  in  the  ̂   Friend 
of  China,  and  Hong  Kong  Grazette,'  No.  185,  for  November 1844.) 

"  The  respectable  Parsee  firm  whose  extensive  premises  near 
Messrs.  Dent  and  Co.,  are  now  nearly  finished,  have  determined 
not  to  remove  to  Hong  Kong ;  others,  who  contemplated  settling 
here,  have  changed  their  minds  and  remain  at  Macao.  Three  Eng- 

lish firms,  within  three  months,  have  abandoned  the  island,  con- 
fining their  operations  to  Canton ;  and  of  the  several  new  firms 

established  within  the  past  six  months,  none  of  them  has  even  an 
office  in  Hong  Kong.  *  *  *  There  is  now  positively  less  actual 
trade  than  we  had  two  years  ago,  and  the  little  that  exists  is  de- 

creasing.^'— (  "  Friend  of  China,"  editorial  article.  Hong  Kong, 
18th  June,  1845.) 

*'  It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  unless  very  different  measures 
are  speedily  adopted,  this  colony,  as  a  {dace  of  commerce,  will  be 

utterly  ruined.^' — (Ibid.) 
On  17th  January,  1846,  the  same  journfd  announces,  that 

''  since  the  first  of  the  month,  two  firms  have  given  up  their  es- 
tablishments in  the  colony,  other  two  of  old  standing  have  also 

determined  to  leave  the  island,  and  others  are  about  to  follow  the 

example.^' '*  Friend  of  China,''  edited  15th  May,  1845,  says,  "when  Hong 
Kong  was  ceded  to  Her  Majesty,  most  of  the  British  merchants 
resident  in  China,  were  induced  to  build  houses  and  stores  on  the 
island,  in  the  reasonable  expectation  that  a  large  junk  trade  would 
immediately  spring  up,  similar  to  that  the  Chinese  carry  on  with 
the  comparatively  distant  ports  of  Batavia  and  Singapore.  They 
have  been  disappointed,  however,  and  their  expensive  establish- 

2a2 
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ments  are  only  valuable  as  points,  from  whence  they  correspond 
with  their  constituents/' 

''  Not  a  native  vessel  nor  a  native  merchant  can  come  to  Hong 
Kong.  We  see  junks  passing  through  the  harbour  on  their  pas- 

sage to  and  firom  Macao ;  we  also  know  that  large  fleets  of  them 
visit  the  Indian  islands  for  articles  of  traffic,  which  they  could  bet- 

ter obtain  here  without  the  danger  and  delay  of  a  long  voyage, 
but  here  they  do  not  come.  The  much  lauded  treaty  made  by 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  completely  checks  the  slightest  approach  to 
that  description  of  commerce,  which  might  almost  have  been  cal- 

culated on.  The  Chinese  evidently  will  not  grant  permits  to  their 
traders  wishing  to  visit  us,  and  without  such  permits  we  have 
agreed  to  seize  inoffensive  men  and  deliver  them  over  to  torture 
and  death.  It  was  this  malignant  clause  of  the  treaty  which 
deeply  injured  the  colony,  and  disappointed  those  who  vested 
largely  in  the  hopes  that  Hong  Kong  would  be  a  place  of  com- 

mercial importance.*'  {"  Friend  of  China,''  Hong  Kong,  15th 
May,  1845.") The  following  opinions  shew  the  value  of  the  settlement  in  the 
estimation  of  even  the  merchants  who  unfortunately  settled  at 
Hong  Kong : — 

''We  hesitate  not  to  assert,  that  with  the  exceptidn  of  two  or 
three  houses,  who  have  a  large  coasting  trade  (this  refers  to  the 
opium  trade),  nearly  every  merchant  in  the  place  would  cheerfully 
dispose  of  his  property  at  cost  price,  and  abandon  this  island ;  and 
even  the  exceptions  we  have  made,  could  manage  their  business 

equally  well  at  Macao."  {^'  Friend  of  China,"  Hong  Kong,  26th 
July,  1845.) 

An  official  gentleman  of  rank,  in  a  letter  dated  Hong  Kong, 

25th  July,  1846,  says,  "  no  change  is  more  apparent  than  the tone  of  the  merchants.  No  one  whom  I  have  met  or  heard  of  has 
the  slightest  hope  of  maintaining  this  as  a  place  of  commerce ; 
the  game  is  now  to  lay  out  nothing,  and  lose  as  little  as  possible 
of  what  they  have  expended.  The  military  reductions,  and  the 

constant  departures,  will  complete  the  downfall  of  Hong  Hong." 
The  London  '^  Tlfmc*"  of  July,  1846,  says,  "  the  prospects  of  Hong . 

Kong  as  a  commercial  colony  are  not  good ;  account  for  it  as  we 
will, — disguise  as  we  may,  the  truth  is  becoming  more  plain  and 
undeniable  every  day ;  it  might  perhaps  be  well  dispensed  with 
for  any  value  it  is  of  now  to  our  commerce." 

*'  There  is  at  this  moment,  after  four  years  occupation  of  the 
island,  scarcely  one  foreign  resident  except  government  officers, 
and  those  British  merchants  who  commenced  building  before  the 
enforcement  of  the  leases ;  there  are  no  Chinese  merchants  or  even 
shop-keepers  with  any  pretence  to  property ;  there  is  neither  an  im- 

port or  export  trade  of  any  kind ;  and  as  will  be  seen  by  the  public 
papers,  even  now  when  many  private  dwellings  are  temporarily 
occupied  by  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  government,  pending 
the  completion  of  the  public  buildings,  several  houses  have  been 
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untenanted  for  months  past^  and  the  valm  of  all  property  is  daily 
OH  the  decrease. 

*'  The  island  of  Hong  Kong  has  no  natural  productions,  and  is 
even  dependent  for  its  daily  supply  of  food  on  the  mainland. 

^'  Hong  Kong  cannot  be  expected  under  any  circumstances  to 
possess  an  extensive  trade,  or  to  afford  any  considerable  revenue 
towards  the  payment  of  its  expenses. 

[Memorial  to  Lord  Stanley,  of  Jardine,  Matheson  and  Co., 
Dent  and  Co.,  and  other  British  merchants,  &c.,  who  have  resi- 

dences in  Hong  Kong,  dated,  "  Victoria,  13th  August,  1845."] 
'^  The  Americans  and  all  other  foreigners  remain  in  Canton,  and 

Macao,  notwithstanding  all  the  boasted  advantages  of  Hong  Kong 
as  a  free  port.  [Letter  of  above  parties  in  reply  to  Governor 

Davis'  letter  of  25th  August,  1845,  and  dated,  "  Victoria,  29th 
August,  1845.''] 

*'  Although  Hong  Kong  has  been  nearly  four  years  in  existence, 
the  commencement  of  new  houses  of  any  magnitude,  can  no  where  be 
seen,  a  state  of  matters,  we  believe  without  a  parallel  in  the  history 
of  the  British  colonies.     (Ibid,) 

"  While  the  place  continues  the  seat  of  government,  and  the 
head-quarters  of  steam  communication,  many  English  mercantile 
houses  may  find  it  necessary  to  keep  up  establishments  here,  and  a 
small  Chinese  population  will  remain  with  them ;  but  when  the 
present  government  and  other  buildings,  (long  since  commenced,) 
are  finished,  a  large  portion  of  the  present  inhabitants  must 
emigrate  from  a  place  where  from  the  absence  of  trade  they  caii 
have  no  occupation.     (Ibid.) 

"  The  reported  increase  of  tonnage,  shews  nothing  more  than 
the  number  of  ships  that  have  anchored  in  Hong  Kong  bay 
on  their  way  to  other  ports.  All,  or  nearly  all,  the  cotton  ships 
from  India,  have  stopped  a  few  hours  in  Hong  Kong,  before  pro*. 
Deeding  to  Canton,  but  not  a  single  bale  of  their  cargoes  has  been 
landed  or  sold  here ;  and  the  same  remark  mxiy  generally  apply  to 
the  ships  from  England:  but  it  would  be  as  erroneous  to  infer  from 
the  number  of  inward  vessels,  that  there  is  an  increase  of  trade,  or 
indeed  any  trade  at  all,  as  to  suppose  because  all  the  English  tea* 
laden  ships  from  Canton  call  here  for  their  despatches,  that  Hong 
Kong  is  the  centre  of  the  tea-trade.     (Ibid,) 

''  With  regard  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Gutzlaff  '  that  120,000 
pieces  of  cotton  goods  have  been  taken  away  by  thirteen  junks 

this  year.'  We  submit  that  some  doubt  may  be  entertained  of  the 
authenticity  of  mercantile  statements,  which  appear  to  have  eluded 
the  observation  of  the  whole  mercantile  community.  We  are  quite 
satisfied  Dr.  Gutzlaff  must  have  been  convinced  that  such  a  trade 
really  existed,  but  as  we  cannot  find  that  his  information  has  been 
derived  from  any  of  the  British  merchants,  we  are  apprehensive 
that  he  has  relied  on  the  report  of  the  Chinese  junk  people,  a  class 
by  no  means -Temarkable  for  strict  adherence  to  correctness  in 
questions  of  statistical  detail.     Supposing  however  the  reports  to 
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be  correct^  it  by  no  means  follows  that  such  deliveries  of  ootton 
cloth  can  be  deemed  part  of  the  trade  of  Hong  Kong^  for  nothing 
is  of  more  common  occurrence  than  for  the  jnnk  owners  to  pur- 

chase goods  in  Canton,  deliverable  outside  the  port  at  Macao, 
Hong  Kong  or  elsewhere ;  and  if  this  place  did  not  exist,  the  busi- 

ness would  be  carried  on  at  other  convenient  anchorages.  Giving 
however  the  fullest  measure  of  credit  both  to  Dr.  Gaitzlaff's  in- 

formants, and  the  inference  that  His  Excellency  the  governor  in 
council  appears  to  deduce  from  the  report,  we  venture  to  remark, 
that  if  after  four  years  occupation  of  the  colony,  the  only  trade 
which  can  be  found  to  exist  after  apparently  the  most  diligent  en- 
gtdrff,  is  an  export  of  120,000  pieces  of  doth,  in  a  place  possessing 
all  the  advantw es  of  a  fiee  port,  so  pointedly  enumerated  in  your 
letter  now  under  reply,  there  is  scarcdv  yet  sufficient  business 
transacted  or  likely  soon  to  be  transacted  in  the  colony,  to  justify 

heavy  taxation.     ('Ibid J 
"  Assuming  (what,  as  above  stated,  we  do  not  think  it  would  be 

correct  to  admit)  that  the  120,000  pieces  of  cotton  cloths  belong 
to  the  trade. of  this  place,  the  foUowing  statement  taken  from  of- 

ficial returns,  will  shew  the  position  of  the  question  more  aecu- 
rately.  Canton  imports  for  the  year  1844,  £8,883,828 ;  Shanghai 
imports  for  only  half  a  year  ending  June  18^,  £442,757 ;  Hong 
Kong  for  whole  year  ending  30th  June,  1845,  say  120,000  pieces 
of  cotton  cloths  at  10«.  each  £60,000.  [Letter  from  British  mer- 

chants at  Hong  Kong  to  Official  Secretary  Caine, ''  Victoria,  29th 

August,  1845.'' There  does  not  appear  the  slightest  probability,  that  under  any 
circumstance  Hong  Kong  will  ever  become  a  place  of  trade.  The 

overland  *'  Friend  of  China,''  of  27th  February,  1846,  adverts  to 
the  ''retrograding  and  ruin  of  the  colony,"  to  the  ''merchants  and 
others  who  were  led  to  invest  money  in  building,  by  hopes  that 
have  never  been  realized,"  and  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  astonish- 

ment, that  Europeans  and  Chinese  are  alike  desirous  to  realize, 
and  abandon  the  island.  The  island  produces  nothing  whatever; 
its  geographical  position  as  regard  the  Chinese  coast  generally,  or 
Canton  in  particular,  is  bad.  For  the  trade  of  the  coast  of  China 
it  is  too  far  to  the  southward  of  a  territory  which  extends  upwards 
of  2,000  miles,  and  if  it  were  practicable  to  remove  the  foreign 
trade  of  Canton,  the  removal  would  be  either  to  some  of  the  open 
ports  to  the  northward,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  tea  districts, 
or  to  some  island  or  place  in  the  Canton  river.  Among  other  de- 

lusions that  have  been  promulgated,  is  the  allegation  that  Hong 
Kong  is  a  protection  to  the  British  commerce  at  Canton,  and  es- 

pecially to  the  tea  trade.  With  reference  to  the  latter  it  should 
be  remembered,  that  the  Chinese  are  as  eager  to  sell  us  tea,  as  we 
are  to  buy  it ;  that  the  cessation  of  the  trade  would  be  a  greater 
injury  to  them  than  to  the  British  nation  \  that  there  was  no  dif- 

ficulty in  procuring  tea  during  the  war ;  that  nothing  would  pre- 
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vent  tbe  Chinese  supplying  our  annual  demand  for  tea^  and  of 
course  receiving  in  return  English  manufactures. 

The  tea  trade  is  in  ftict  as  independent  of  Hong  Kong  as  it 
would  be  of  our  occupation  of  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Canton^ 
however^  has  no  intrinsic  advantages  to  make  it  the  seat  of 
foreign  commerce :  so  long  as  the  Emperor  restricted  all 
foreigners  to  the  most  distant  southerly  port  in  the  empire^  tea^ 
silk,  or  any  other  exportable  produce  was  obliged  to  be  conveyed 
thither,  however  distant  the  place  of  production  or  manufacture; 
but  the  case  is  now  totally  different ;  when  the  northern  ports  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  tea  and  silk  provinces  are  equally 
with  Canton  open  to  British  commerce.  Several  vessels  have 
already  lisulen  with  tea  for  England,  in  the  northern  ports :  this 
may  be  increased,  and  the  trade  of  Canton  would  then  be  pro- 

portionally diminished,  thus  rendering  Hong  Kong  (admitting  for 
for  the  sake  of  argument  its  reputed  value  as  a  protection  to  the 
trade  of  Canton),  every  year  less  and  less  usefol  to  British  in- 

terests in  China.  It  is  for  the  advantage  of  England  that  our 
trade  with  China  be  carried  on  with  the  northern  ports.  In  the 
central  districts  of  China  along  the  Yangtzekang,  and  other 
great  rivers  and  canals,  the  people  are  more  civilized,  more 
wealthy,  and  (now  that  they  are  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
English),  more  disposed  to  friendly  and  commercial  intercourse. 
By  purchasing  tea  and  silk  near  the  place  of  production,  the 
charges  of  land  carriage,  fees,  &c.  will  be  reduced,  and  the  cost 
price  thus  lessened  by  one-third  to  the  British  consumer.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Chinese  will  be  able  to  purchase  at  a  cheap 
rate  British  manufactures,  when  they  are  brought  by  our  vessels 
to  their  doors.  These,  and  other  considerations,  render  it  a  mat- 

ter of  national  importance  that  our  trade  with  China  be  diffused 
over  several  ports,  instead  of  being  confined  to  Canton ;  and  indi- 

cates that  it  is  not  desirable  Hong  Kong  be  maintained  (even  if 
the  assertion  be  true)  as  a  protection  to  the  trade  of  Canton. 

Dr.  Gutzlaff  in  November,  1844,  wrote  the  following  opinion 
on  Hong  Kong,  which  Governor  Davis  forwarded  to  Lord  Aber- 

deen:— 
'^  Hong  Kong,  with  its  fine  harbour,  has  not  yet  proved  a  place 

of  trade  on  anticipations  founded  at  the  opening  of  the  port,  on 
the  previous  flourishing  condition  of  the  floating  colonies  at  Idn- 
tin,  Kamsingmoon,  and  Kapsingmoon. 

"  The  whole  state  of  things  is  now,  however,  materially  and 
radically  changed.  The  violent  prohibitions  against  opium  have 
ceased  to  be  carried  into  effect,  and  the  smugglmg  vessels  are  now 
everywhere  scattered  on  the  coast.  Every  raw  and  manufactured 
article  may  be  bought  nearly  as  cheap  as  at  Hong  Kong,  at  any  of 
the  four  emporiums.  What  should,  therefore,  induce  the  Chinese 
to  fetch  them  from  a  distant  mart. 

"The  Chinchew  race  of  mariners  and  merchants,  have  not  yet  made 
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this  island  their  abode,  and  unless  they  commence  in  earnest^  the 
motley  group  now  inhabiting  our  shores  will  never  rise  beyond  the 
sphere  of  pedlars. 

In  the  same  ratio  as  the  northern  trade  expands,  the  limits  of 
the  southern  will  be  more  and  more  narrowed,  and  unless  matters 
are  replaced  in  their  former  state,  which  is  perhaps  beyond  the 
range  of  possUn&ties,  we  cannot  expect  that  Hong  Kong  will 
become  a  large  emporium. 

''  Its  only  chance  is  that  troubles  might  arise  at  Canton,  and 
the  commerce  be  carried  on  here  for  security's  sake;  local  advan- 

tages that  can  in  the  smaUesi  degree  compete  with  Chusan,  Hang 
Kong  does  not  pouesi. 

"  If  the  climate  continues  as  it  has  hitherto  been,  the  sacrifice 
of  human  life  will  be  enormous,  and  the  pubhc  expenditure  in  the 
same  proportion  without  any  solid  advantage/' 

There  are  now  five  ports  open  on  the  coast  of  China  to  all 
European,  East  Indian,  and  American  vessels.  There  can  be  no 
reason  why  foreign  vessels  should  discharge  cargo  at  Hong  Kong 
merely  to  change  cargoes  from  one  vessel  to  another ;  and  as  the 
Chinese  government  now  allows  a  vessel  to  sell  part  of  her  cargo 
at  one  port,  and  then  proceed  to  another,  and  will  probably  ere 
long  form  bonded  warehouses  at  each  port,  there  will  be  still  less 
probability  of  any  trade  being  established  here.  It  is  indeed  a 
delusion  or  a  deception,  to  talk  of  Hong  Kong  becoming  a  com- 

mercial emporium,  and  to  liken  it  to  Singapore.  The  circum- 
stances and  position  of  Hong  Kong  and  Singapore  present  no 

resemblance  whatever.  Hong  Kong  is  a  barren  rock,  producing 
nothing ;  not  leading  to  any  place ;  surrounded  by  no  trading  or 
populous  communities,  with  various  commodities  lor  barter;  and 
disadvantageously  situated,  at  the  most  impoverished  part  of  a 
coast  line  of  2,000  miles ;  and  which  for  half  the  year  is  ̂ ^J 
readily  accessible  in  one  direction. 

Singapore  is  most  advantageously  placed  at  the  southern  point 
of  the  rich  Malayan  Peninsula,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits 
of  Malacca,  which  may  be  considered  the  high  road  between 

Eastern  and  Western  Asia.  It  is  surrounded  by  or  lies  contigu- 
ous to,  the  most  fertile,  wealthy  and  populous  islands  and  countries 

in  the  world ;  Sumatra,  Java,  Borneo,  Celebes,  Macassar,  Penang, 
Siam,  Cochin  China,  Tonquin,  Birmah,  &c.  The  harbour  of 
Singapore  is  capacious,  perfectly  sheltered,  easy  of  access  from 
every  point  of  the  compass,  and  never  experiencing  a  tempest. 
The  climate  is  very  salubrious.  The  island  is  of  great  beauty  ana 
fertility,  with  an  undulating  surface,  and  an  area  of  120,000  acres, 
all  capable  of  tillage,  and  of  which  20,000  acres  are  now  under 
the  luxuriant  and  profitable  cultivation  of  sugar  cane,  nutmegS; 
Eepper,  rice,  betelnut,  gambier,  cocoa-nuts,  &c.    The  sugar  made 
y  Mr.  Ballastier  with  a  sleam  engine,  or  by  Mr.  Montgomerie  by 

water  and  cattle  miUs;  is  equal  in  quality  to  the  produce  of  ̂"^ 
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West  Indies.  The  nutmeg  trees  are  already  yielding  abun- 
dantly ;  the  black  pepper  produced  during  the  past  year^  amounted 

to  38,000  peculs,  (a  pecul  =  133  pounds),  the  gambier  to  85,000 
peculs,  and  there  are  100,000  cocoa-nut  trees  in  full  bearing; 
live-stock,  bread,  water,  and  delicious  fruit,  and  vegetables  of  every 
kind,  and  at  moderate  prices,  are  at  all  times  ready  for  the  ship- 

ping, which  enjoys  the  advantage  of  a  perfectly  free  port ;  eighty- 
six  miles  of  excellent  roads  have  been  completed,  and  extensive 
communications  are  in  progress ;  land  is  being  sold  in  fee  simple 
at  a  minimum  and  maximum  price  of  five  to  ten  rupees  (ten  to 
twenty  shilUngs)  per  acre;  fifty  thousand  industrious  and  skilful 
inhabitants  are  spreading  cultivation  in  every  direction,  four  com- 

panies of  sepoys  constitute  the  sole  military  force  of  the  island, 
which  has  not  even  a  fort  for  its  defence ;  the  revenue  in  1842 
amounted  to  509,087  rupees;  and  the  disbursements  (including 
165,955  rupees  for  troops,  and  49,789  rupees  for  Bengal  and 
Madras  convicts)  to  49,029  rupees,  leaving  a  suplus  of  income 
to  the  extent  of  15,083  rupees;  and  under  the  able  management 
of  the  present  Governor,  Colonel  Butterworth,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  possessions  of  the  British  crown. 

The  remarkably  eligible  position  of  Singapore  for  a  commercial 
emporium,  led  to  its  establishment  as  a  British  colony  by  Sir 
Stamford  Baffles  in  1819,  when  there  were  but  a  few  Malay 
fishermen  on  the  island  who  disputed  with  the  tiger  for  their  oc- 

cupancy. In  1821,  the  trade  of  the  colony  amounted  to 
1,000,000  pounds  sterling :  in  1824,  to  3,000,000  pounds  sterling; 
and  last  year,  and  indeed  for  several  years  the  commerce  of  the 
island  has  averaged  5,600,000  pounds  sterling  per  annum. 

This  trade  is  carried  on  with  many  countries;  with  Great 
Britain  to  the  extent  of  3,000,000  dollars;  with  Calcutta 
2,800,000  dollars;  with  Java  1,500,000  dollars;  with  foreign 
Europe,  North  and  South  America,  Madras,  Bombay,  Arabia,  Cey- 

lon, Penang,  Malacca,  Birmah,  Siam,  Cochin  China ;  and  Manilla 
with  Hainan,  Formosa,  and  the  whole  coast  of  China;  with 
Sumatra,  Borneo,  Bhio,  the  Moluccas,  Mauritius,  Australasia, 
&c.  Traders  from  all  these  places  meet  by  common  consent  at  a 
central  mart  close  to  the  Equator,  and  exchange  the  productions 
of  Asia  for  those  of  Europe  and  America.  It  is  erroneously  sup- 

posed that  Singapore  has  been  created  by  its  trade  with  China — 
such  IS  not  the  fact.  The  total  import  tonnage  of  Singapore  in 
1838-9,  in  square-rigged  vessels,  was  178,796  tons,  of  which  that 
from  China  was  32,860.  The  native  tonnage  for  the  same  year 
was  48,000  of  which  the  Chinese  vessels  constitute  8,000  tons. 

The  "  Straits  produce"  which  the  Chinese  require,  are  brought 
to  Singapore  by  Malay  or  other  coasting  cratt  who  would  not 
proceed  to  the  northward ;  and  the  proprietors  of  the  Chinese 
junks,  with  whom  time  is  no  object,  and  who  go  down  the  coast 
to  the  Eastern  Archipelago  with  one  monsoon^  and  return  with 
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the  other,  prefer  the  speculation  with  their  yaried  cargoes,  and  the 
▼isitiiig  of  their  oonntrjnnen,  at  the  different  islands. 

But  sufficient  has  been  stated  to  show  that  there  is  no  analogy 
whatever  between  Hong  Kong  and  Singapore;  and  that  the 
geographical,  territorial,  and  commercial  advantages  which  have 
contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  Singapore,  are  totidly  and  entirely 
wanting,  and  can  never  be  created  at  Hong  Kong. 

Financial  point  of  View. — ^There  is  no  apparent  prospect 
of  Hong  Kong  ever  yielding  any  revenue  adequate  to  more  than 
a  very  small  civil  government.  The  limited  nze  and  rocky  nature 
of  the  island ;  the  absence  of  agriculture,  manu£eustures,  or  com- 

merce ;  and  the  fluctuating  and  predatory  character  of  the  popu- 
lation, forbid  the  hope  of  an  income  being  raised  to  sustain  a 

regular  government  establishment,  on  the  soile  now  adopted,  and 
wUch  indeed  is  far  beyond  the  furesent  or  prospective  wants  of 
the  island  community. 

The  idea  that  the  Chinese  government  will  sanction  the  intro- 
duction of  opium  into  China  at  a  moderate  fixed  duty,  and  that  a 

large  revenue  may  then  be  raised  by  warehousing  the  drug  at 
Hong  Kong,  must,  I  think,  be  abandoned  as  illusory*  The  legal 
admission  of  opium  into  China  by  the  Emperor^  according  to  the 
best  information  I  can  obtain,  is  not  at  all  probable.  But  even 
were  the  traffic  in  opium  legalized,  the  traders  have  declared  they 
would  not  pay  any  duty  at  Hong  Kong.  They  can  keep  their 
large  receiving-ships  the  whole  year  round  in  Hong  Kong,  or  in 
any  other  harbour,  or  tranship  the  opium  from  the  vessels  which 
convey  the  drug  from  Bengal  and  Bombay  to  this  place,  on  board 
the  smaller  vessels,  which  proceed  along  the  coast  to  sell  or  deposit 
it  at  Whampoa,  Namoa,  Amoy,  Chimmo,  Chin-chu,  Chusan>  or 
Woosung,  in  the  receiving-ships  which  lie  in  those  bays  or  stations 
the  whole  year  round. 

I  will  not  discuss  the  question  of  raising  a  revenue  in  Hong 
Kong  from  the  introduction  of  opium  for  smoking  in  the  island^ 
either  by  farming  out  the  drug,  or  othervnse.  Independent  of  the 
morality  or  immorality  of  the  question  of  government  deriving  »» 
income  from  a  vicious  indulgence,  so  long  as  the  Chinese  govern- 

ment prohibits  the  introduction,  and  makes  the  use  of  opion^  s 
capital  offence,  it  would  not,  to  say  the  least,  be  seemly  of  us  to 
encourage  the  use  of  this  destructive  and  poisonous  stimulant  in 
Hong  Kong. 

The  totid  revenue  to  be  expected  from  this  colony,  cannot,  ui 
my  opinion,  exceed  £12,000  per  annum. 

The  fer  contra  side  shows  an  expenditure  at  this  moment,  for 
mere  civil  establishment,  salaries,  and  wages,  at  the  rate  ox 
£50,000  per  annum,  irrespective  of  the  cost  of  any  public  works, 
roads,  and  buildings,  which  is  estimated  at  £50,000  per  annum  for 
several  years;  independent,  also,  of  the  consular  charges  oi 
£30,000  per  annum,  and  of  the  army  and  navy.     The  whole 
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showing  a  yearly  drain  on  the  British  exchequer  of  a  quarter  of  a 
million  pounds  sterling. 

The  following  is  a  general  estimate  of  the  expenditure  for  the  various 
brances  of  the  public  service  in  C?nna,  from  1st  July  to  8lst 
December,  1844^  when  this  report  was  preparing. 

Pay  and  allowances  of  European  and  Native  troops; 
pay,  allowances,  and  contingencies  of  the  general 
staff,  and  of  the  other  departments  and  establish- 

ments of  the  army ;  purchase  of  supplies ;  hire  of 
transports  and  labour,  and  other  miscellaneous 
military  services   £90,023 

Public  works  under  the  superintendence  of  the  com- 
manding royal  engineer   27,880* 

Royal  Navy .   20,260 
5  Establishments  and  ordinary  contingencies  ,     23,724 

^w-w   ^  o^^  •  1        J.'  •     C  half  of  the  estimate  >      ••aa^'/x 

^  Special  contmgencies  )   of  the  whole  year.  {     ̂3,250 
Superintendent's  and  consular  establishments,  and  con- 

gencies   15,000 

Payment  to  be  made  to  Einqua's  creditors.     ...     .     .     66,000 

Total    ....      £256,087 

The  sum  marked  down  for  the  Royal  Navy  is  only  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  charge,  and  refers  merely  to  some  advances  from  the 

commissariat. 

In  order,  if  possible,  to  stop  the  waste  of  the  public  money,  the 
following,  among  other  letters,  was  subsequently  addressed  to 
C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  H.  M.'s  Treasury. 

H.  M.'s  Treasury,  Hong  Eong, 
Sir,  April  25,  1845. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  a  copy 

of  a  '  Minute  on  the  British  Position  and  Prospects  in  China/ 
which  I  laid  before  Governor  Davis  on  the  9th  instant,  and  which 
has  been  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
per  '  Denia/  on  the  22nd  instant. 

The  British  expenditure  on  the  coast  of  China,  will  doubtless 
be  materially  influenced  by  a  just  exposition  of  our  present  posi- 
sion  and  fiiture  prospects ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  I  trust  my 
labours  may  not  be  deemed  unacceptable  to  their  Lordships. 

I  may  conscientiously  add,  that  in  writing  this  minute,  but 

*  This  item  subsequently  much  increased. 
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one  object  pervaded  my  mind, — ^the  welfare  of  my  country,  and 
the  extension  of  her  power  and  influence,  on  Christian  principles, 
for  the  advantage  of  China. 

It  is  impossible  to  survey  this  vast  territory,  teeming  with 
millions  of  industrious,  skilful,  intelligent,  but  still  semi-civilized 
people,  without  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  their  advancement,  and 
an  anxious  desire  that  England  should  fulfil  the  important  duties 
so  mysteriously  assigned  for  her  performance. 
The  opinions  stated  in  this  minute,  have  been  expressed  in 

different  parts  of  China  by  men  of  far-seeing  minds,  engaged  in 
various  pursuits. 

There  never  has  been  a  question  presented  to  my  understand- 
ing on  which  I  have  felt  a  stronger  conviction  than  that  the  evacu- 

ation of  Chusan  in  January  next,  without  any  change  in  our 
present  negative  policy,  will  be  the  prelude  to  great  misfortune, 
which  we  shall  in  vain  endeavour  to  retrieve. 

I  have  not  spoken  to  one  disinterested  person  in  China— no 
matter  his  rank,  grade,  or  profession — on  the  contemplated  evBCu- 
ation  of  Chusan — who  has  not  expressed  alarm  or  regret-  at  such  a 
measure ;  and  none  more  so  than  the  Americans,  whose  consul  at 
Canton,  Mr.  Forbes,  stated  to  me  that  the  American  government 
were  very  apprehcDsive  of  the  French  getting  possession  of  Chu- 

san, as  it  would  be  a  prelude  to  political  intrigue  and  disturbance; 
that  he,  Mr.  Forbes,  understood  the  French  intended  to  settle  on 
Chusan  soon  after  we  gave  up  the  island ;  that  he  was  of  opinion 
there  were  some  secret  negotiations  going  on  between  his  excel- 

lency M.  Lagrene  (who  ranks  high  as  a  Jesuit)  and  Keying,  who 
had  offered  the  French  the  valuable  and  commanding  island  of 
Chuenpee,  near  the  entrance  of  the  Bogue,  thus  completely  com- 

manding the  Canton  river,  but  which  M.  Lagren^  rejected,  in  the 
expectation  of  getting  Chusan.  M.  Lagrene,  indeed,  remarked  to 
me,  in  November  last,  that  Chusan  was  the  only  island  on  the 
coast  worthy  the  acceptance  of  the  French  government,  and  that 
the  English  would  have  no  right  to  complain  of  the  French  occu- 

pying Chusan,  as  they  might  have  retained  that  island,  but  that 
they  preferred  Hong  Kong  for  a  British  colony. 

Daily  experience  has  more  and  more  confirmed  the  opinions, 
and  strengthened  by  corroboration  the  facts,  contained  in  my 
report  on  Hong  Kong. 

It  is  still  totally  devoid  of  European  or  native  commerce  (6X« 
cepting  some  smuggling  trade  in  salt  and  alum).  The  harbour  is 
almost  deserted  by  shipping,  there  being  only  a  few  opium  vessels 
in  the  bay ;  and  the  merchants  who  have  built  large  houses  are 
regretting  their  precipitancy.  No  drainage — ^no  sanatory  measures, 
can  ever  render  Hong  Kong  even  moderately  salubrious. 

It -is  not  alone  the  military  who  die.  Out  of  a  very  si^' 
European  population  the  civil  interments  during  the  past  year 
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were:  in  the  Protestant  burial-ground,  sixty  Europeans ;  in  the 
Romanist  cemetery,  eighty  ditto.  The  name,  sex,  age,  and  grade 
of  the  deceased  are  given  in  the  cemetery  registers.  In  the  public 
offices  it  is  difficult  tm  obtain  long  consecutive  labour  from  the 
clerks ;  and,  as  was  aptly  remarked  by  the  head  of  the  ordnance 
department  here,  '  a  man  is  but  half  a  man  at  Hong  Kong.' 
A  strata  of  decomposed  granite  and  disintegrating  sandstone, 

porous  to  the  depth  of  several  hundred  feet,  imbibes  and  holds 
water  like  a  sponge,  until  the  fervid  rays  of  a  vertical  sun  raise 
this  moisture  like  a  steaming  vapour,  dense  and  noxious :  this 
vapour,  by  reason  of  the  peculiar  formation  of  the  mountain 
ridge,  and  exclusion  from  the  south-west  monsoon,  is  seldom 
dissipated  until  occasional  gales  of  wind  pervade  every  part  of 
the  island. 

But  deadly  and  debilitating  as  is  the  climate  of  Hong  Kong, 
this  is  the  least  of  the  evil.  If  any  ffreat  or  useful  object,  immediate 
or  prospective,  were  depending  on  the  maintenance  of  a  large  civil  and 
military  establishment  in  Hong  Kong,  there  is  no  want  of  patriotic 
spirit  to  make  the  requisite  sacrifice ;  but  when  it  is  considered  thaty 
in  no  one  point  of  view — political,  commercial,  or  social — is  this 
island  beneficial  to  England,  the  destruction  of  valuable  life,  and  the 
waste  of  national  resources,  becomes  a  serious  misfortune. 

Were  Hong  Kong  a  healthy  island,  its  value  to  Great  Britain 
would  be  in  no  wise  enhanced,  as  its  limited  size,  rugged  and 
rocky  surface,  and  unfavourable  geographical  position,  renders  it 
impossible  ever  to  make  the  place  a  colony,  a  military  post,  or  a 
commercial  emporium. 

In  examining,  therefore,  our  present  position  and  future  pros- 
pects in  China,  in  a  financial  aspect,  the  above  facts  must  be  taken 

into  consideration,  when  finally  sanctioning  a  scale  of  civil,  mili- 
tary, and  naval  expenditure  on  this  coast,  and  will,  it  is  to  be 

hoped,  be  deemed  worthy  the  mature  deliberation  of  Her  Majesty's 
government.  I  respectfully  repeat  my  formerly-expressed  opinion, 
that  all  Hong  Kong  requires  for  its  efficient  military  protection 
and  due  civil  administration,  is : — a  local  corps  of  500  Malays ;  200 
marines  afloat  in  the  '  Minden,^  74  (of  these,  50  to  be  marine  artil- 

lery-men) ;  a  commandant  and  governor,  at  £2,000  per  annum, 
with  his  military  rank  and  pay ;  a  recorder,  at  £1,800 ;  colonial 
secretary  and  receiver-general  of  crown  revenues,  £l,000j  assistant 
ditto  and  collector  of  crown  revenues,  £600 ;  a  land  officer  and 
surveyor,  £600;  assistant  ditto,  £300;  a  crown  solicitor  and 
officiating  counsel  for  the  crown  (enjoying  the  benefits  of  registrar 
of  the  court),  £600;  a  police  magistrate  and  superintendent  of 
police,  £600;  assistant  ditto,  £300; — ^thus  showing  a  charge  for 
salaries  of  about  £9,000  per  annum.  To  this  must  be  added  about 
£3,000  per  annum  for  clerks,  servants,  and  ordinary  contingen- 

cies, making  a  total  yearly  expenditure  of  £12,000,  which,  in  my 
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opinion,  is  the  utmost  amount  of  revenue  it  wHI  be  possible  to  col- 
lect for  several  years  in  Hong  Kong,  without  utterly  crushing  this 

poor  and  struggling  settlement. 
The  government  servants,  in  addition  tot  their  salaries^  ought 

to  be  allowed  house  quarters  in  the  extensive  structures  now  erect- 
ing by  the  ordnance  for  ofiSoers'  quarters,  hospitals,  barracks,  &c. ; 

the  governor  to  have  the  general^s  house  that  is  being  at  present constructed. 

Thus  the  civil  expenditure  of  Hong  Kong  may  be  reduced 
firom  iS60,000  a-jrear  to  about  £12,000,  with  a  perfectly  sufficient 
civil  administration,  and  the  militiury  from  £130,000  or  £150,000 
a«year  to  £30,000,  without  the  slightest  disadvantage  to  the  public 
service.  In  the  consulates  and  superintendents  of  trade  depart- 

ment, a  considerable  saving  may  be  made  by  retaining  only  a  vice- 
consul  and  interpreter  (to  act  as  assistant),  at  each  of  the  ports  of 
Amoy,  Foochoo,  and  Ningpo ;  by  abolishing  the  superintendent 
of  trade  department,  and  appointing  the  consul  at  Canton  consul- 
general^  with  an  ̂ dent  secretary ;  a  saving  would  thus  be  effected 
on  the  consulates  and  superintendent  or  diplomatic  department,  of 
about  £15,000  a-year. 

If  in  January  next  Chusan  be  evacuated,  and  it  be  the  deter- 
mination of  Her  Majesty's  government  to  await  circumstances, 

and  retain  Hong  Kong  as  the  only  British  settlement  in  China, 
then  the  present  civil  and  military  expenditure  on  this  coast  is 
perfectly  unnecessary.  The  establishment  ought  to  be  reduced  to 
the  above-mentioned  extent,  and  the  existing  civil  officers  be  re- 

moved to  equivalent  situations  in  other  colonies. 

By  the  early  adoption  of  the  proposed  minor  establishments, 
and  leaving  Hong  Kong  as  free  as  possible  from  legislative  ordi- 

nances (which  Mghten  the  Chinese,  and  render  the  Europeans 
discontented),  the  British  government  will  give  this  island  some 
chance  of  rising  above  its  present  depression,  and  thus  ascertain 
whether,  in  the  course  of  some  years,  it  may  have  any  trade.  1 
have  gathered  the  opinions  of  many  of  the  leading  merchants  con- 

nected with  the  island,  and  they  are  unanimous  in  recommending 
the  reduction  of  the  government  establishments,  and  the  abstinence 
from  excessiye,  superfluous,  and  constant  legislation,  for  a  small; 
intrinsicaUy  poor,  and  hard-struggling  infant  colony. 

In  suggesting  this  reduction,  I  beg  to  observe,  that  the  tie^^ 
I  am  now  expressing  are  in  unison  with  the  opinions  expressed  to 
his  exoellency  the  governor  of'  this  colony,  in  my  report  on  Hong 
Kong, — a  report  which  has  never  yet  been  refuted  or  proved  in- 

correct, and  in  which  I  have  endeavoured  honestly  and  faithfmiy 
to  ftilfil  my  duty  as  a  servant  of  the  crown,  irrespective  of  my  p^^' sonal  interests. 

I  have,  &c., 

R.  M.  MARTIN, 
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To  proceed  with  my  Report  on.  Houg^  it  may  be  necessary  to 
remove  an  erroneous  assertion^  that  the  heavy  yearly  charge  of 
Hong  Kong  is  o^ly  a  portion  of  the  revenue  that  England  derives 
ftom.  the  China  trade. 

The  revenue  which  is  obtained  &om  tea/  is  paid  by  the  people  of 
England^  who  buy  and  consume  the  tea.  It  might  as  well  be 
said  that  the  West  Indies  furnished  the  revenue  derived  by  the 
British  exchequer^  &om  the  coffee  and  sugar  consumed  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  incidence  of  taxation  is  on  the  last  pur- 

chaser of  the  taxed  article.  The  tea  merchant  of  London  adds  to 

the  invoice  cost  of  the  tea  bought  at  Canton^  the  freight  to  Eng- 
land^ the  insurance^  interest  of  money,  warehowdng^  customs 

duty  levied  in  England,  and  the  fair  profits  of  trade  on  every  chest 
of  tea  he  may  sell  to  the  grocer ;  who  then  regulates  the  price  at 
which  he  can  afford  to  sell  a  pound  of  tea  to  his  customer ;  who 
finally  pays  the  whole  charges,  taxes,  and  profits  to  the  several  par- 

ties— ^before  he  drinks  his  tea. 
The  revenue  derived  from  the  China  trade  is  paid  by  the  people 

of  England ;  the  merchant  who  carries  on  the  trade  does  not  pay 

a  shilling  of  it.  It  will  be  for  Her  Majesty^s  Ministers  to  decide 
whether,  on  a  review  of  the  whole  case,  there  be  any  justification 
for  spending  half  a  million  sterling  annually  on  this  coast. 

As  a  general  principle,  colonies  that  will  not  pay  at  least  the 
expense  of  their  civil  government  are  not  worth  maintaining. 
There  does  not  appear  any  reason  why  Hong  Kong  should  be  an 
exception  to  this  rule.  There  is  not,  as  has  been  fancifully  sup- 

posed, any  analogy  whatever  between  Hong  Kong  and  Gibraltar. 
Hong  Kong  commands  nothing  :  a  glance  at  the  chart  will  show 
that  the  navigation  of  the  China  seas  is  perfectly  independent  of 
Hong  Kong ;  eveiji  the  entrance  of  the  Canton  river  is  not  con- 

trolled by  Hong  Kong.  It  ia  not  possible  by  any  outlay  of 
money  to  make  the  island  a  fortress ;  and  it  is  commanded  by  the 
opposite  shore  of  the  mainland.  But  supposing  several  millions 
sterling  were  spent  in  fortifying  Hong  Kong,  and  half  a  million 
annually  expended  for  its  garrison,  the  cui  bono  would  constantly 
recur :  from  a  Chinese  enemy  the  island  has  nothing  to  apprehend 
even  at  present ;  no  European  or  American  state  would  think  of 
capturing  Hong  Kong,  for  it  would  be  valueless  to  them ;  and  if 
niere  glory  were  sought  by  the  acquisition,  they  must  be  aware  the 
fame  woidd  be  of  short  continuance,  as  troops  and  ships  &om 
India^  from  Australia,  and  from  all  our  stations  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  would  soon  recapture  the  place  or  starve  out 
the  garrison. 

But  Gibraltar  is  differently  circumstanced;  it  effectually  com- 
mands the  narrow  entrance  to  the  Mediterranean,  and,  together 

with  the  fortresses  and  havens  of  Malta  and  Corfu,  gives  England 
a  preponderating  power  in  that  great  European  sea,  which  is  be- 

coming daily  of  more  and  more  value  in  her  intercourse  with  the 
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Angto-Eastem  Empire*  Moreover,  Gibraltar  is  a  valiiable  com- 
mercial entrepdt:  at  one  period  JEl^OOO^OOO  sterling  €i  cotton 

goods  were  exported  through  Gibraltar  into  Spain. 
As  a  fortress,  Gibraltar  is  perfect;  it  is  impregnable.  The  reve- 

nne  of  Gibraltar  is  fnlly  adequate  to  its  civil  government,  and 
averages  upwards  of  dE30,000  per  annum.  The  military  expenses 
incumd  by  garrisoning  Gibraltar,  save  the  constant  maintenance 
of  a  large  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  preserve  the  balance  of 
power,  and  materially  help  to  keep  the  peace  of  Europe. 

The  remarks  applicable  to  Gibraltar,  are  also  applicable  to 
Malta  and  the  Ionian  Islands,  both  of  which  stations  not  only  pay 
their  whole  civil  expenditure  without  one  shilling  charge  on  the 
British  exchequer,  but  also  contribute  a  considerable  sum  annnallj 
towards  military  defences  and  protection.  Both  of  these  places 
are  also  entrepdts  of  a  large  trade. 

Every  colony  of  the  British  empire  pays  for  its  own  civil  govern- 
ment, except  small  sums  which  are  voted  annually  in  part  aid  for 

the  Bahamas,  Bermuda,  the  Falkland  Islands,  St.  Helena,  and 
Heligoland,  but  all  these  places  are  intrinsically  valuable.  The 
Bahamas,  for  the  geographical  position  of  their  harbours ;  Bermuda, 
as  a  strong  fortress  and  dock-yard  in  the  Western  Atlantic ;  the 
Falkland  Islands,  for  their  important  position  and  fisheries  in  the 
great  Southern  Ocean  near  Cape  Horn ;  St.  Helena,  as  a  strong 
fortress  and  recruiting  station  for  our  numerous  ships,  doubling  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  their  voyages  to  and  from  India,  China, 
and  Australasia  (and  in  the  event  of  war,  the  possession  of  St. 
Helena  would  be  of  great  value  to  our  merchants,  and  save  us  a 
large  fleet  in  the  Atlantic) ;  Heligoland  during  the  late  European 
war  was  a  large  commercial  dep6t  for  the  Elbe  and  the  northern 
parts  of  Europe.     Its  expense  is  only  about  £500  a-year. 

Numerous  as  are  the  colonies  of  the  British  empire,  they  are 
each  of  some  utility  to  England ;  for  their  territorial  extent  as 
emigration  fields,  to  provide  employment  for  a  surplus  population ; 
for  their  production  of  sugar,  coffee,  com,  cotton,  silk,  indigo,  tim- 

ber, oil,  wood,  &c, ;  as  maritime  positions  or  military  posts ;  as 
trading  emporiums  or  fishing-stations. 

/  have  in  vain  sought  for  one  valuable  quality  in  Hong  Kong* 
There  are  other  good  harbours  around,  and  for  200  years  we  have 
not  found  the  want  of  such.  /  can  see  no  justification  for  the  Brt' 
tish  Govemmewt  spending  one  shilling  on  Hong  Kong.^ 

•  This  was  previously  stated  in  detail,  accompanied  by  statements  to  Governor Davis,  and  in  the  following  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  :— 
Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  Hong  Kong,  June  19,  ̂844. 

f  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  I  have 

addressed  to  the  Governor  of  Hong  Kong,  on  the  financial  condition  of  this  colony* 
In  my  letter  of  the  17th  June,  1  have  expressed  to  his  Excellency  my  respectful 

opinion  that  no  further  avoidable  expense  should  be  incurred  here,  without  Jurther  ««« 
most  mature  consideration.    Every  shilling  of  public  money  spent  here  is  a  most  useless 
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Religious  and  Social  Influence. — ^The  benefits  derivable  from  our 
laws^  institutions^  and  religion^  can  never  be  conferred  on  the 
Chinese  by  the  colonization  of  Hong  Kong. 

We  are  here^  in  fact^  almost  as  much  isolated  from  China^  its 
people,  and  supreme  Government^  as  if  we  were  located  in  the 
Eastern  Archipelago.  By  the  adroit  policy  adopted  by  the  Chinese 

authorities^  a  "  cordon  sanitaire/^  if  I  may  so  express  it^  h^A  been 
drawn  round  Hong  Kong ;  no  Chinaman  is  permitted  to  come  here 
willingly^  except  he  be  a  thief,  a  pirate,  or  a  spy ;  no  respectable 
Chinese  with  their  families  locate  themselves  in  Hong  Kong — if 
they  did,  their  relations  still  remaining  on  the  mainland^  would 
probably  be  squeezed,  imprisoned,  tortured,  and  considered  as 
traitors  to  the  Celestiad  Empire.  Hong  Kong  is  viewed  by  the 
Chinese  as  a  spot  where  adventurers  and  reckless  characters 
may  make  something  out  of  the  English ;  and  where  burglars 
and  robbers  may  resort  with  impunity,  and  live  upon  the  profits  of 
their  villany. 

I  am  strongly  of  opinion,  firom  circumstances  that  have  come  to 
my  knowledge,  that  the  mandarins  view  with  indulgence  all  vaga- 

bonds who  propose  to  quit  their  own  country  and  proceed  to  Hong 
Kong ;  that,  in  fact,  direct  encouragement  is  afforded  them  to  do 
so.  It  is  therefore  the  height  of  improbability,  to  suppose  that  the 
possession  of  Hong  Kong  will  ever  enable  us  to  disseminate  our 
religion,  language,  and  institutions  in  the  Chinese  Empire.     For 

expenditure  of  the  resourcei  of  the  British  exchequer.    I  would  most  respectfully t  but  most 
earnestly  f  implore  their  lordships  to  pause  ̂ fore  they  sanction  any  outlay  for  fortifications^ 
roads,  ̂ c. 

Hong  Kong  is  not  only  valueless  on  political,  commercial,  or  financial  grounds, 
but  it  is  positively  injurious  to  our  interests  in  China,  bv  keeping  up  a  constant  state 
of  excitement,  with  a  large  military  and  naval  establishment,  within  cannon  shot  of 
the  mainland. 

In  the  event  of  an  European  war.  Hong  Kong  must  fall  before  any  strong  in- 
vading force,  unless  one  million  sterling  be  spent  in  fortifying  the  island,  and  half  a 

million  sterling  be  annually  devoted  to  maintaining  a  garrison  and  protective  force. 
But  if  Hong  Kong  be  left  as  a  free  port,  open  to  all  nations,  with  a  superintendent 

and  a  couple  of  clerks,  the  traders  established  here  will  provide,  out  of  their  own 
resources,  for  the  police  of  the  settlement,  and  the  protection  of  life  and  property. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  spending  from  i;50,000  to  £70,000  a-year  for  mere  civil 

government,  there  need  not  be  an  expenditure  of  £5,000  a-year ;  and  in  the  event  of 
war,  no  nation  would  gain  honor  or  profit  by  capturing  a  barren  rock,  which  protects 

nothing,  and  which  is  not  likely  ever  to  have  much  property  to  defend,  ashore  or 

afloat.  These  opinions  will,  I  am  sure,  be  corroborated  by  the  able  high  officers  of 

the  line,  artillery,  engineers,  and  commissariat  As  a  mere  port  of  shelter,  the  island 

may  retain  the  British  flag,  hoisted  under  a  superintendent ;  but  there  is  not  the 

slightest  advantage  gained  by  maintaining  a  single  soldier  on  the  island.  Even  as 
matters  now  stand,  I  consider  my  department  perfectly  unnecessary ;  the  whole  of 

the  colonial  and  consular  payments  may  be  passed  through  the  commissariat,  and  my 

own  salary  and  that  of  the  clerks,  &c.,  may  be  saved. 

I  should  be  unworthy  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, did  I  not  unreservedly  communicate  to  their  lordships  the  strong  conviction  of 

my  mind,  after  long  and  anxious  thought,  aided  by  an  extensive  experience  m  other 

British  colonies.  „   ,,      I  have,  &c., 
R.  M.  Mautin,  Treasurer. 

VOL.  II.  2  B 
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two  hundred  yarn  we  haTe  had  extensive  and  profitable  intear^' 
oaane  with  Canton^  without  our  missionaries  and  other  good  ifien 
ev«r  producing  the  slightest  effect  on  the  people  or  government. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  southern  districts  are  decidedly  faostSe 
to  US|  and  are  daily  becoming  more  and  more  filled  with  a 
deadly  animosity^  which  the  possession  of  Hong  Kong  wiU  not: 
remove. 

No  converts  are  made  by  our  missionaries  on  this  island;  bnt 
were  such  the  case^  no  convert  from  Hong  Kong  would  be  fiivoura^ 
bly  received  by  the  respectable  Chinese  on  the  mainland.  The 

Christian  converts  would  be  considered  as  coming  firom  an  ialsBd^ 
of  thieves  and  pirates ;  they  wonld  be  received  with  a  suqAcion- 
which  would  check  rather  than  advance  the  progress  of  Chnirtian^ 
ity«  The  missionaries  with  whom  I  have  conversed^  take  t^ 
view  of  the  subject. 

Hiey  consider  it  hopeless  to  attempt  the  spread  of  CfaristkB 
doctrines  in  China  by  means  of  converts  firom  Hong  Kong.  Tlnif> 
in  a  religious  aspect^  Hong  Kong  is  as  valueless  as  it  is  on  finsnH 
cial  and  on  commercial  grounds. 

Were  our  colonial  authority  and  establishment  at  some  islands 
or  position  to  the  northward,  near  the  central  regkmfi  of  Chiii%  we 
should  most  probably  obtain  considerable  moral  influence  iwersn 
intelligent  and  respectable  class  of  Chinese,  who  would  oommani* 
cate  their  &vourable  ideas  to  other  and  distant  parte  of  the  eai'' 
pire  I  and  by  extending  a  knowledge  of  our  language,  pave  the 
way  for  the  introduction  of  Christianity.  An  En^sh  eity  at 
Chiisan,  for  example,  surrounded  by  an  extensive  agricultoai- 
population  (the best  disposed  and  most  orderly  in  China,  as  wellaa 
elsewhere),  and  evincing  all  the  benefits  of  the  science  and  skill  <rf 
Europe,  would  have  a  remarkable  efifect  on  the  Chinese,  whose  in- 
quisitiveness  and  imitative  powers  would  soon  induce  them  to  copy 
those  things  which  would  conduce  to  their  physical,  and  ultimately 
to  their  moral  and  religious  improvement. 

Political  point  of  view, — Hong  Kong  was  occupied  by  our  troop* 
and  merchants  in  1840-41,  at  a  period  when  our  trade  was  driven 
from  Canton ;  when  we  were  in  hostility  to  the  Chinese  govern- 

ment ;  and  when  the  Portuguese  authorities  at  Macao  had  ex*^ 
pressed  their  inability  to  permit,  as  usual,  British  residence  and 
resort  to  that  port.  At  this  period,  the  views  of  Captain  Elliot 
were  solely  directed  towards  Canton.  Hong  Kong  was  then  deemed 
the  most  eligible  spot  for  British  occupation,  on  political  and  mih* 
tary  grounds.  And  so  it  proved,  as  long  as  the  operations  were 
being  directed  against  Canton,  and  we  were  excluded  from 'Ckina.' 
But  on  our  proceeding  to  the  northward,  occupying  Chusan,  and 
ultimately  making  peace  and  opening  five  ports  (including  Cantoh) 
for  free  commercial  resort,  English  residence,  and  the  establi8hffl«»* 
of  a  ship  of  war  at  each,  the  political  and  mercantile  vilaeof  HcW? 
Kong  entirely  ceased.    The  late  war  has  shown  us  the  vtilnewhK 
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pcidt'  of  Chma,  namely^  the  Yangtsekang  river^  which  is  aptlj  de** 
nmnimiited  by  the  Chinese,  the  "  Girdle  of  the  Empire/^    In  the 
event' of  any  ftiture  hostilities,  our  force  would  be  directed  at  once 
to^rrardfi  Nankin,  and  other  places  on  the  Yangtzekang  river,  and 
not  against  Canton,     It  is  by  interrupting  the  supplies  of  grain,  and 
Getting  off  the  trade  of  the  great  artery  or  grand  canal,  that  we  can^ 
with  the  least  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure,  terminate  hostili- 

ties witii  China.     To  accomplish  this  most  desirable  result.  Hong 
Kimg  is  utterfy  valueless.     Our  position  must  be  Chusan,  firom  its 
contiguity  to  the  scene  of  war,  from  its  comparative  salubrity,  safe 
Unveiiy  ai^  capability  of  supplying  provisions,  both  from .  the  rcr 
SDuroe&  of  the  island  itself,  and  from  the  contiguous  coast.     A  fleet 
ofsh^  of  war  and  transports  may  rendezvous  at  Chusan,  and 
aeket,  at  will,  the  most  fitting  period  of  the  year  for  offensive  ope- 

rations.   No  attack  need  be  apprehended  from  the  Chinese.    Coal 
is  «ibiiBdant  in  the  Yangtzekang  for  the  use  of  steamers.     Ships 
frma  Singapore  axid  the  southward,  can  now,  by  reason  of  a  greater 
kaowledge  of:  the  windB  and  currents,  reach  Chusan,  even  against 
the  monsoon,  in  nearly  the  same  time  they  would  occupy  in  reach- 
ihg  Hong-Kong.     And,  finally,  the  Chinese  government,  aware  of 
omr  pofiitidn,  would  be  the  less  disposed  to  break  the  peace,  and 
would /cease  to  rely  so  much  as  they  now  do  on  the  strength  of  the 
foirts  in  ihe  Canton  river.     The  policy  of  the  Chinese  gavemment 
i«'ito  k^ep. foreigners  at  the  extremity  of  the  empire;  but  the  saga- 

cious reasons  whidi  dictate  this  policy,  ought  to  render  us  the  more 
aCiixious  to  operate  in  a  counter  direction.    There  are  now  seven 
fijrtifioations,  very  strong,  and  apparently  well  provided  with  artil- 

lery, at  the  Bogue.  With  Chinese  gunners  these  forts  would  prove, 
even  at  present,  formidable  to  an  invading  force ;  but  weU  manned 
by  European  or  American  artillerymen,  the  Bogue  might  be  made 
ahnost  as  impregnable  as  the  Dardanelles. 

There  are  not,  indeed,  any  fairly  assignable  grounds  for  the 
political  or  military  occupancy  of  Hong  Kong,  even  if  there  were 
no  expenses  attending  that  occupancy.  The  government  of  China 
ifi  sufficiently  civilized  to  respect  the  persons  and  property  of  British 
subjects  at  Canton  before  any  declaration  of  war  could  take  place, 
which,  however,  is  an  event  of  very  remote  probability  for  many  years 
to  come,  tfwe  retain  Chusan ;  and  as  the  Treaty  with  China  provides 
for  the  stationing  of  a  ship  of  war  at  Whampoa  or  Canton,  a  better 
security  is  thus  provided  for  any  British  residents  at  Canton  than 
Hong  Kong  could  afford.  The  climate  of  Hong  will  not  admit  of 
tiie  island  being  made  a  garrison  for  our  troops ;  and  in  the  event 
of  another  war  with  China,  an  invading  army  must  proceed  from 
loi^a,  unless  we  keep  a  small  military  and  naval  establishment  at 
Chusan.  But  a  very  small  effective  force  can  be  maintained  here, 
iijBbleAS  at  »i  enormous  expense  j  and  the  impracticability  of  fortify- 
^pug  an  island  which  is  commanded  by  the  hills  around,  and  by  any 
targe  battery  erected  on  the  opposite  ̂ hore,  is  now  generally  act* 
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kBOwledged,  and  is  in  iiiriher  corroboration  of  tbe  inutility  of  Hong 

On  a  review  of  the  whole  qnestion^  and  examining  the  island  m 

all  aspects — making  even  allowance  for  the  newness  of  the  settle- 
ment— and  admitting^  for  aivument  sake,  that,  ultimately,  there 

may  be  some  trade  at  Hong  Kong,  it  appears  to  me  very  advisable^ 
if  hong  Kong  be  retained  as  a  British  station  or  colony,  that  the 
ciril  establishment  of  the  colony  be  cut  down  to  a  scale  commen- 

surate with  the  resources  and  wants  of  the  island ;  and  that  the 

supemumenu^  officers  be  provided  for  in  other  colonies,  as  vacan- 
cies occur.  That  the  European  and  Sepoy  troops  be  removed^  and 

a  portion  of  the  1st  Ceylon  regiment  (Malays)  be  kept  at  Hong 
Kong,  in  aid  of  the  civil  power.  That  a  frigate  or  sloop  of  war  be 
always  stationed  in  the  harbour,  with  an  extra  complement  of 
marines,  to  be  landed  only  in  case  of  emergency.  That  the  British 
and  other  respectable  inhabitants  who  are  householders,  be  formed 
into  a  municipal  body,  with  power  to  assess  themselves  for  the 
police,  lighting,  drainage,  and  street-making,  &c.,  of  Victoria; 
that  the  harbour  be  a  free  port,  open  to  ships  under  every  flag; 
and  that  encouragement  be  given  for  the  resort  to  and  settlement 
on  the  island  of  other  European  nations.  If  this  be  done,  a  few 
years  will  determine  whether  it  be  possible  to  create  any  trade^  or 
induce  any  resort  to  Hong  Kong.  Large  government  establish- 

ments, and  an  immense  outlay  of  the  public  money  for  the  last 
three  (now  six)  years,  have  produced  no  beneficial  result ;  let  the 
inhabitants,  and  those  who  choose  to  resort  thither,  have  a  voice 
in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  colony.  There  can  scarcely 

be  less  general  trade — less  prosperity — ^less  security  to  life  and  pro- 
perty, than  now  exists,  with  a  large  garrison  on  shore  and  a  fleet in  the  harbour. 

If  there  were  any  one  advantage,  political,  commercial,  finan- 
cial, or  religious,  present  or  prospective,  derivable  to  England  from 

the  existing  establishment  at  Hong  Kong,  there  would  be  some 
justification  for  the  expense  now  being  incurred,  and  for  the  gre^* 
annual  sacrifice  of  life ;  but  when  such  advantages  do  not  exist,  it 
is  worse  than  folly  to  persist  in  a  course  begun  in  error,  and  which, 
if  continued,  must  eventually  end  in  national  loss  and  general  dis- 
appointment. 

E.  M.  MARTIN, 

China,  July  24dh,  1844.  Colonial  Treasurer. 

[Every  statement  made  in  this  Report  has  been  since  most  fully 
and  amply  corroborated,  and  I  am  ready  to  prove  its  correctness 
by  unimpeachable  and  disinterested  testimony,  but  all  investigai^ 
has  been  denied,  and  my  earnest  entreaties  for  enquiry  have  been 
studiously  refused,  as  if  error  were  preferable  to  truth.] 

London,  March,  1847.  R.  M.  M. 

The  following  memorandum  on  Hong  Kong,  in  substantiation 
of  the  foregoing  report,  was  given  to  Lord  Stanley  on  my  interview 
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with  his  Lordship^  28th  November,  1845 ;  but  his  Lordship  and  hn 
successors  have  refused  to  grant  an  enquiry  into  the  causes  which 
compelled  my  resignation,  in  order  that  I  might  personally  sustain 
my  official  reports  to  Governor  Davis : — 

Ist.  H(mg  Kong  can  never  be  a  Colony. — By  reason  of  its 
limited  size,  rocky,  barren  structure ;  incapability  of  producing  any 
of  the  necessaries  of  life  for  the  consumption  of  even  one  day;  and, 
'  under  any  circumstances,  it  cannot  be  expected  to  afford  any  con- 

siderable revenue  towards  the  payment  of  his  own  expenses/* 
2nd.  Hong  Kong  cannot  be  viewed  a8  a  Commercial  emporium. — 

By  reason  of  its  disadvantageous  geographical  position ;  from  the 
far  greater  facilities  for  trade  afforded  by  Canton,  and  by  other 
ports  and  places  in  China ;  by  the  distance  from  any  popidous  or 
productive  territory ;  by  the  poverty  and  piratical  character  of  the 

adjacent  islanders  and  inhabitants ;  by  '  the  total  absence  of  an  im- 
port or  export  trade  of  any  Jdnd^^  after  nearly  five  (now  «m?)  years' 

British  occupation,  and  a  large  governmental  and  private  expendi- 
ture ;  and  by  the  Americans,  Parsees,  *  Chinese  merchants,  or  even 

shopkeepers  with  the  smallest  pretension  to  property,'*  avoiding 
the  island,  which  '  was  never  actually  required  by  the  British  mer- 

chants, and  which  has  become  even  less  so  since  the  opening  of 
the  five  Chinese  ports/* 

3rd.  Hong  Kong  is  unstAted  for  a  Fortress. — By  reason  (o)  of 
the  impracticability  of  fortifying  a  continuous  and  irregular  series 
of  elevations  and  detached  mountain  peaks  and  ridges,  each  com- 

manding another ;  {b)  because  different  parts  of  the  island  facing  the 
harbour  and  also  outside  the  harbour,  may  be  effectually  com- 

manded by  cannon  from  the  mainland,  and  from  the  high  islands 
in  and  adjacent  to  the  harbour,  which  islands  belong  to  China, 
while  only  half  the  harbour  belongs  to  England ;  {c)  because  the 
long,  irregular,  undulating  sea-face  of  Hong  Kong  cannot  be  de- 

fended by  any  isolated  or  connected  line  of  fortifications,  and  it  is 
also  commanded  by  adjacent  islands  not  belonging  to  England. 

4th.  Hong  Kong  is  not  required  as  a  Military  or  Naval  Station. — 
Because  {a)  it  commands  nothing — not  even  the  entrance  to  the 
Canton  river ;  (b)  it  protects  nothing — not  even  the  tea  trade  and 
commerce  of  Canton,  which  is  totally  independent  of  Hong  Eong^ 
and  infinitely  better  succoured  or  sustained  by  the  stationing  of  a 
frigate  or  steamer  at  Whampoa,  than  by  any  army  that  could  be 
maintained  at  Hong  Kong,t — as  exemplified  by  the  Americans, 

*  Merchants'  memorial  to  Lord  Stanley,  dated  China,  13th  August«  1845. 
t  Since  the  Treaty  of  Nankin  there  have  been  repeated  riots  at  Canton,  endangering 

the  lives  and  property  of  all  the  Foreign  Residents  at  Canton,  without  our  occupation 
of  Hong  Kong  being  the  slightest  preventive  of  such  proceedings.  A  single  ship  of 

war  «ff  Canton  has  always  been  the  best  security.  This  was  again  manifested  on  the 
15ih  of  January,  1846,  when  there  was  another  disturbance  at  Canton,  and  the  lives  of 
the  English  threatened  by-tbe  CantonesQ  ;  and  in  July,  1846,  the  Eqropean  residents 
were  obliged,  in  self-defence,  to  arm  and  shoot  several  Chinese.  No  assistance  reached 
them  from  Uong  Kong  for  several  days. 
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who  oury  on  a  tnfi&c  eqoal  to  hiilf  the  trade  of  Englaiidi  «i& 
merely  the  oecanonal  presence  of  a  ship  of  war  in  the  Canton  nwi; 
{e)  because  Hong  Kong  is  too  far  distant  from  the  scene  of  anjr 
future  belligerent  operations  (should  they  arise),  which  must  be 
carried  on  at  the  Yangtzekang  and  Peiho  rivers ;  {d)  because  snf 
war  with  China  ought  to  be  maritime  not  territorial — ^to  be  waged 
by  steamers  and  fingates,  and  not  by  occupying  distant  and  scsl- 
tered  towns  and  cities  by  our  soldiery ;  and,  (e)  because  Whampoa 
or  the  Canton  river  is  a  better  position  in  every  aspect  for  the  re- 

sort of  our  mercantile  or  military  shipping  in  the  South  of  ClaiaAf 
than  Hong  Kong  can  ever  be,  whether  healthy  or  otherwise.       < 

Bth.  Honff  Kong  ia  politically  if^urious. — By  its  too  dose 
proximity  to  the  mainland  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Chinese 
Empire. 

By  the  contempt  in  which  we  are  held  for  establishing  oar- 
selves  in  such  a  position,  and  by  the  constant  espionage  kq)t  on 
our  proceedings. 
6th.  Hong  Kong  is  ineffective  for  the  dissemination  of  Ckns- 

tlan  eiviUzation. — ^Bv  the  dissolute,  marauding,  unsettled  diaracter 
of  the  inhabitants ;  tjy  its  distance  from  the  millions  of  intetHgentj 
peaceful,  and  semi^civilized  people  in  the  northern  and  central  re* 
gions  of  China ;  and  by  the  impossibility  of  disseminating  Chiis* 
tianity  from  Hong  Kong,  as  exemplified  by  the  Americaos  aid 
other  missionaries,  who,  after  establishing  themselves  on  the  islsBd; 
and  building  commodious  chapels  and  dwellings,  have  now  all>  iQ 
despair,  quitted  Hong  Kong. 

7th.  Hong  Kong  is  therefore  useless  to  England. — (1)  It  C9xi 
never  be  a  colony;  (2)  it  is  not  a  commercial  emporium;  (3)i^ 
cannot  be  a  fortress ;  (4)  it  is  not  required  as  a  military  or  naval 
station ;  (6)  it  is  politically  injurious ;  (6)  and  religiously  ineffective. 

Points  founded  on  the  foregoing,  and  submitted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  Governmental 

Establishments  of  Hong  Kong — expense  and  duties^  Sec.,  oi  escn 
department,  with  economical  remarks  on  reduction : — 

1.  Establishments  and  Expense. — Governor  of  Hong  KoBg^ 

with  the  title  of  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  and  Superintend- 
ent of  Trade,  salary  per  annum,  je6,(X)0 ;  house-rent,  &c.,  *^^" 

ing,  £700;  private  secretary's  allowance,  £300~£7,000.  Tbe 
Lieutenant-governor  and  commander  of  the  troops  has  also  nearly 
4^4,000  a-year.  Thus  making  a  total  of  more  than  £10,000  a-year for  this  petty  rock. 

A  barren,  traffickless  rock,  with  not  150  resident  Englidwnea, 

•jriiere  are  about  sixteen  mercantile  firms  (most  of  them  agents  or  correspoo<^^°|f •  There  are  about  sixteen  mercantile  firms  (most  of  them  agents  or  correspoo«^" 
of  English  houses),  and  their  clerks :  one  English  missionary,  eight  doctors,  *"^2ish 
Und  apothecaries,  two  attorneys,  three  proprietors  of  nevrspapers,  six  to  eight- »•<* 
traders,  four  English  auctioneers,  two  watchmakers,  two  bakers,  about  t^  ̂ ^^ds 
publicans,  and  a  few  in  nondescript  positions.    Of  the  whole  not  100,  scarcely  «/' 
have  any  property  at  stake  in  Hong  Kong.    [Since  this  was  written  many  of  tnCP* ^haots  have  quitted  the  place.] 
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^dusive  of  govemment  serrants^  totally  devoid  of  agri<mlture^ 
^ixuuiiiftustui^  or  commerce^  and  with  a  fiiictuating  predatory  Cbi^ 
aese'  population^  does  not  require  a  civil  government,  at  least  on 
this^ode.  When  the  salary  of  £6,000  a-year  was  granted  to  the 
late  Xjord  Napier,  as  Her  Majesty^s  representative  in  China,  it  was 
>eq[>res8ly  declared  that  this  large  sum  was  allowed  in  order  that  the 
^hoe|>itality  and  rank  of  Her  Majesty's  representative  should  be 
iimdiitamed*  It  is  generally  known  in  China,  that  the  pres^it 
governor  is  not  spending  the  interest  which  he  derives  from  the 
deposit  of  his  salary  in  one  of  the  large  opium  firms  in  Hong 
Kong« 

'A  miMtary  or  naval  commandant  (the  latter  preferably,  as  we 
must  maintain  a  naval  force  in  China)  with  ̂ £1,000  a-yeajr  in  axi- 
dition  to  the  pay  of  his  rank,  would  be  sufficient  for  Hong^KxHig, 
aven  on  its  present  scale  of  establishment. 

The  duties  of  Superintendent  of  Trade  ought  to  be  performed 
solely  by  a  consul-general  at  Canton.  It  seems  imueeeasary  ac- 
^srediting  a  ministerial  r^resentative  to  a  court  where  we^are  denied 
access;  but  if  it  be  deemed  necessary  to  retain  a  British  plenipo- 
t^itilary  in  China,  his  functions  and  rank  ought  to  be  kept  distinct 
from  those  of  trade  superintendency  (which  the  Chinese  hold  in 
4ow  esteem),  and  fipom  the  petty  office  of  governor  of  a  place  like 
'Hong  Kong.  Most  desirable  is  it  that  the  representative  of  Brit- 
iaS  Mi^ty  in  China,  should  be  a  man  of  expanded  and  generous 
mind,  imbued  with  true  Christian  feelings,  trained  in  European 
principles  of  politics,  and  known  never  to  have  been  connected  with 

;  commerce.  With  such  a  representative.  Englishmen  might  obtain 
^respect  in  China. 

2.  LEoiSLATivfi  AND  EXECUTIVE  COUNCILS.*— The  anuual  ok- 
.  pense,  about  £1,000. 

The   application  of  the  laws  of  England  to  Hong  Kong,  and 
the  institution  of  a  municipality  for  all  local  purposes,  would  re- 

move the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  form  of  these  councils, 
which  are  far  beyond  the  necessities  of  the  place,  and  produce  con- 
.siderable  discontent. 

3.  Colonial  Secretary. — Salaries  of  Department  per  annum, 
JS& flOO;  contingencies,  ordinary  and  special,  about  j£200 ;  general 
department,  wages,  &c.,  about  £300 — £3,500. 

The  present  duties  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  might  be  per- 
formed by  any  ordinary  clerk.  They  consist  of  answering  yes  or 

no  to  a  few  official  letters  on  trifling  subjects,  issuing  notices  iji 
the  Colonial  Gazette,  and  signing  his  name  to  a  few  papeirs. 

If  a  Colonial  Secretary  be  maintained,  he  might  officiate  (being 
..a  barrister)  as  crown  lawyer,  save  the  expense  of  an  attoniey-ge- 
nerai,  take  charge  of  intestate  estates,  &c.,  sit  ex-officio  as  conjoint 
magistrate  in  civil  and  criminal  cases,  issue  licenses,  and  grant  re- 

quisitions for  paying  quarterly  or  half-yearly  into  the  commissariat 
all  rents  from  crown  lands,  market  dues,  and  fees.     He  would  also 
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ndniiiikler  to  a  few  intestato  estates  that  occnr^  and  he  would  snb^ 
mit  to  the  home  authorities  the  draft  of  any  legislative  enactmeatB 
deemed  specially  necessary  for  Hong  Kong. 

4th.  Financial  TaiAsirRBa  and  Collxctor  of  RsTSKtrB.-- 
Annual  expenses  of  establishment  £2^800;  cost  of  auditor  and  his 
office  iei,400:— £8,70a 

The  whole  of  this  sum  of  £8^700  to  £4»000  per  annum  may  be 
saved  to  the  British  exchequer,  and  without  any  detriment  to 
Hong  Kong. 

A  Ckmumssary  must  be  retained,  and  the  pay  of  the  coloBial 
servants  may  be  thence  issued  on  the  requisition  and  certificates 
of  the  commandant  and  colonial  secretary,  as  was  the  ease  pre- 

vious to  my  arrival  in  Hong  Kong*  The  rent  of  crown  lands^ 
marketSi  ftc,  and  the  licenses,  fees,  &c.,  due  to  government,  may 
be  paid  into  the  commissariat  office,  on  the  requisition  of  the  cob- 
nial  secretary.  This  was  also  done  previous  to  my  arrival.  The 
disbursement  of  neariy  £4,000  a-year  from  the  taxes  of  England 
may  thus  be  avoided.  I  feel  bound  to  make  this  statement,  how^ 
ever  much  it  may  operate  against  my  personal  interest. 

6th.  Svrveyor-Gbnbral. — Average  salaries,  wages  and  con- 
tingencies, from  £4,000  to  £5,000  a-year. 

It  is  difficult  to  state  the  fixed  annual  disbursements  of  this  de- 
partment. There  has  been  the  most  lavish  ixpenditure  on  useless 

attempts  to  make  roads,  bridges,  and  drain  ,  whieh  a  few  hours 
rain  on  the  precipitous  hills  hiave  washed  into  the  sea.  ^ 

Tliere  are  really  no  military  communications  to  be  maintained 
at  Hong  Kong,  and  if  the  inhabitants  think  roads  can  be  made 
over  and  along  steep  mounteins  or  through  t  he  sea  (as  had  been 
done  in  Hong  Kong,)  let  them  assess  themselves  for  the  pnrpose. 
It  would  be  advisable  to  abolish  this  department,  for  so  long  as 
any  part  is  kept  up,  opportunities  will  be  created  to  cause  work 
and  expense.  Anything  absolutely  requisite,  can  be  done  by 
the  military  engineer  it  would  be  advisable  to  retain :  the  present 
able  colonial  civU  engineer  ought  to  be  retained  to  look  after 
the  crown  property,  and  to  aid  the  municipality  in  the  formation 
of  their  streets,  roads,  sewers,  &c. 

6th.  SupjiBMB  Court. — Average  expense  of  salaries,  contin- 
gencies, special  disbursements,  amounting  to  j£8,000  or  iS9,000. 

This  establishment  is  upon  a  scale  quite  unsuited  to  a  position 
like  H(mg  Kong.  Governor  Davis  said  he  expected  the  fees  and 
fines  would  defray  the  charges  of  the  department ;  they  will  not 
exceed  iS500  or  600  a-year. 

With  a  few  exceptions  the  civil  and  criminal  business  of  the 
court  has  consisted  of  petty  cases,  which  would  be  decided  by  the 
smallest  bench  of  magistrates,  or  in  many  instances  by  a  single 
police  magistrate,  in  England. 
The  formation  of  a  bench  of  unpaid  magistrates  to  act  in  o^ 

dinary  criminal  matters  with  the  chief  magistrate  for  chairman? 
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and  as  a  '  Court  of  Bequests'  for  sums  under  £100^  with  the  colo* 
nial  secretary  (a  barrister)  as  chairman^  would  be  an  ample  minor 
judicature  for  Hong  Kong. 

The  recorder  at  Singapore  might  have  Hong  Kong  placed 
within  his  jurisdiction^  and  circuit  made  quarterly  or  half-yearly, 
as  necessity  arose,  in  the  large  monthly  mail  steam-packets. 

The  chief  population  at  Singapore  is  Chinese.  Our  merchants 
in  Canton  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  settling  their  dif* 
iierences  by  arbitration. 

7th.  Police  Force. — Police  superintendent,  and  chief  ma- 
^strate,  £9,000  to  ̂ £10,000. 

The  expense  and  management  of  this  force  ought  to  be  trans^ 
£earred  entirely  to  the  inhabitants  assessed  to  a  police  rate.  A 
bench  of  unpaid  magistrates,  aided  by  the  chief  magistrate  and 
colonial  secretary,  would  of  course  aid  in  supervising  the  police. . 
It  is  supposed  there  are  1,000,000  dollars  invested  in  buildings  liable 
to  iffisessment.  Many  of  these  were  constructed  in  the  hope  that 
Hong  Kong  would  become  a  commercial  emporium ;  and  now  that 
these  ideas  are  proved  to  have  been  visionary,  the  value  of  this 
sunken  prope^pty  has  been  and  will  be  oonsiderably  deteri^ated ; 
indeed,  it  is  rumoured  that  some  houses  will  be  left  uninhabited. 

Estimating  the  assessable  property  so  high  as  800,000  dollars 
at  5  piir  cent.,  this  would  yield  about  £8,000  a^year,  for  which  a 
large  police  may  be  maintained.  Time,  however,  can  alone  deter- 

mine whether  any  police  will  prevent  burglary,  robbery,  and 
piracy  in  Hong  Kong.  Judging  from  past  experience,  the  count- 

less ladrones  of  China,  having  numerous  and  almost  untraceable 
^d  inaccessible  haunts  on  the  surrounding  islands  and  the  main 
land,  will  ever  render  property  insecure  in  Hong  Kong;  and  noW 
that  incendiaries  are  at  work,  and  they  are  organieing  ki  bands 
with  fire-arms,  it  is  very  probable  life  itself  wUl  be  held  in  con- 

stant jeopardy  and  alarm.* 
8th.  Harboub-Masteb,  and  Marine  Maqxsteatb. — Arerage 

expense,  about  £2,000  a-year.  So  long  as  there  was  a  large  fleet, 
with  transports  and  other  vessels,  rendezvous  in  Hong  Kong  dur- 

ing the  war,  the  duties  of  this  department  were  onerous  and  well 
pcurformed.  But  now,  when  ver^  few  ships  resort  to  Hong  Kong, 
and  the  majority  merely  "  look  in  for  orders,^^  the  maintenance  of 
an  establishment  on  this  scale  is  unnecessary.  The  duties  of 
marine  magistrate  ought,  as  in  other  colonies,  to  be  perfiMrmed  by 
the  usual  police  and  magisterial  authority.  The  present  harbour- 

master and  marine  magistrate  has  worked  hard  for  nearly  four  years, 
and  woiQd  make  a  useful  officer  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  Aus- 
traliai.  His  assistant  (Mr.  Lena)  is  well  acquainted  with  H^ng  Kong, 
Canton,  and  the  neighbourhood,  and  if  made  harbour^master,  with 

*  By  late  accounts  to  January  Slst,  1846,  piracies  are  becoming  more  frequent 
than  ever,  and  peopfe  are  carried  off  in  open  day'  from  Hong  Kong ;  persons  cannot venture  outside  the  streets  of  Victoria,  without  fire-arms  for  their  protection. 
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an  efficient  boefs  crewj  the  charges  might  be  reduced  one-thiid 
their  present  number. 
9th.  Bboimtrae-Gsnkral. — Establishment  about  £1^500 

per  annum.  This  department  is  perfectly  unnecessary.  The  re- 
gistration of  the  Chinese  inhabitants  is  a  measure  of  police,  and 

by  that  dmartment  it  ought  to  be  performed.  The  yearly  census 
of  the  fixed  inhabitants  may  be  made  in  one  week  by  the  police 
superintendent ;  registration  has  not  checked  in  the  slightest  the 
resort  of  all  descriptions  of  lawless  vagabonds,  thieves,  and  piiatc^^ 
£tom  the  contiguous  mainland ;  neither  has  it  tended  to  aid  in 
the  discoveiy  of  criminals  or  of  stolen  property,  notwithstanding 
.the  large  expenditure  for  police. 

No  fee  is  levied  on  re^stration.  This  £1,500  a-year  depart- 
ment ought  not  to  have  been  created. 

10th«  Colonial  Subgson. — Salary,  £600,  contingencies, 
ordinary  and  extraordinaiy,  £200 ;  averaging  per  annum,  £800. 

The  diminution  of  the  Government  establidbments  would  require 
the  abolition  of  this  office. 

The  present  and  late  colonial  surgeons  at  Hong  Kong,  dearly 
earned  their  salaries,  visiting  the  numerous  sick  in  a  burning  sun^ 
and  at  all  hours. 

The  former  surgeon  resigned  from  ill-health,  being  unable  to 
sustain  the  requisite  labour  in  such  a  climate;  the  present  excel- 
jent  man,  (Dr.  Dill),  is  also  much  deteriorated  in  health,  and  de- 

serves removal  to  some  healthy  colony.  [Since  this  was  written  he 
died  of  fever.] 

11th.  Colonial  Chaplain. — Salary,  £700;  Contingencies, 
50  ;^— £750.  Peculiar  circumstances  rendered  it  imperatively  ne- 

cessary that  if  any  Government  were  established  by  England  in 
China,  it  should  be  founded  and  conducted  on  decided  and  maui- 
Jest  Christian  principles,  and  that  an  example  at  least  should  be 
given  by  those  plac^  in  authority,  to  the  nominal  Christian  as 
well  to  the  professed  heathen.  Alas  !  from  the  very  commence- 

ment of  the  Government  at  Hong  Kong,  religion  in  principle  or  in 
.practice,  in  even  its  mere  outward  ordinary  observances,  has 
scarcely  been  a  matter  of  subordinate  or  secondary  consideration. 

The  English  missionary,  the  American  baptist,  the  Italian 
Jesuit,  the  Indian  moslem,  the  deistical  Chinese,  have  each  a  sub- 

stantial and  characteristic  stone  structure,  for  the  celebration  of 
the  religion  th^  profess ;  but  the  Divine  Service  of  the  Church  of 
JBngland  is  still  celebrated  in  a  mat  shed,  the  chaplain  is  grudging- 

ly pwl  a  stipend  of  which  a  considerable  portion  is  expended  by 
.him  in  charity  and  education,  a  small  allowance  for  house<-rent  has 

been  recently  stopped,  (it  was  even  suggested  that  he  should  pro- 
vide and  pay  for  a  clerk),  candles  were  denied  for  evening  service, 

and,  had  it  been  possible,  the  pittance  accorded  for  performing 
the  rites  of  Christianity,  would  have  been  diminished  or  cancelled 
altogether. 
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A  sacred  responsibility  devolves  on  England  in  respect  her  to 
^  colonies ;  they  will  be  either  the  instruments  of  her  prosperity  and 
J  pre-eminence^  or  of  her  ruin  and  downfall. 

It  is  fearful  to  see  how  soon  the  best  moral  principles  are 
obliterated,  in  a  colony  where  the  Governors  and  those  in  high  au- 

thority and  position  in  society  pay  little  or  no  regard  to  religion, 
and  how  quickly  a  virtuous  and  rightly  educated  youth  becomes 
dead  to  every  Christian  attribute.  Inordinate  pursuit  of  gain,  iso- 

lation from  domestic  associations,  and  the  demoralizing  habits  of 

what  is  termed  '  colonial  life,^  sap,  corrupt,  and  finally  destroy 
many  a  gifted  and  guiltless  mind. 

Better  for  England  to  be  deprived  of  every  colony,  and  con- 
tracted to  her  own  insular  limits,  than  to  neglect  in  the  outposts 

of  her  empire  those  principles,  and  that  Christian  conduct,  to  which 
alone,  under  the  special  favour  of  Divine  Providence,  she  owes  her 
peace  and  happiness  at  home,  her  power  and  prosperity  abroad, 
and  her  dominion  throughout  the  world. 

November,  1845. 

V 

CHAPTER    VII. 

CHUSAN-^ITS  GEOGRAPHY,— CLIMATE,— PRODUC- 

TIONS,—COMMERCIAL  ADVANTAGES,  MARITIME 
POSITION,  POLITICAL  IMPORTANCE,  AND  CAUSES 
OF  REJECTION. 

The  foUowing  report  on  the  beautiful  and  to  us  incalculably  im- 
portant island  of  Chusan — was  transmitted  from  China  to  Her 

Majesty's  Government  by  Governor  Davis,  and  also  by  myself, 
with  the  following  letter  to  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.,  Assistant 

Secretary   to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's   Trea- 

fler  M(gesty*s  Treasury,  Hong  Kong,  September,  20,  1844, 

|\   s^  I  recently  did  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  the 

I  r  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Trea- 
w  I  .sury,  a  copy  of  a  report  on  the  island  of  Hong  Kong,  which  I 
)  I  laid  before  Mr.  Davis,  the  Governor,  and  which  has  been  trans- 

mitted to  Lord  Stanley  by  his  Excellency. 
Having  been  ordered  for  the  restoration  of  my  healthj  to  pro* 

l^ 
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oeed  to  the  north-east  coast  of  China,  I  availed  myself  of  the  op- 
pcntonity  to  visit  the  island  of  Chnsan,  and  some  of  the  adjacent 
places  on  the  mainland. 

Although  suffering  from  extreme  debility  and  a  neariy  fatal 
disease,  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  as  a  servant  to  the  Crown,  to  collect 
all  the  information  in  my  power,  on  Chusan,  previous  to  our  eva- 

cuation of  the  island  in  December,  1846. 
Believing  that  this  information  would  not  be  unaooqytable  to 

Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  1  have  framed  it  into -a  report  for  the 
Governor  of  Hong  Kong,  with  a  respectful  solicitation  that  Us 
Excellency  would  have  the  goodness  to  forward  the  documoit  to 
Lord  Stanley. 

As  the  future  pecuniary  drain  on  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  in 
London,  for  Hong  Kong,  and  the  expenditure  on  our  Consulate 
establishments  in  China,  may  probably  be  influenced  by  the  coarse 

of  proceedings  adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  re- 
ganl  to  Chusan,  I  beg  to  forward  herewith,  f<Mr  the  infermation  of 

the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  a  copy  of 
my  report  on  the  island  of  Chusan,  as  laid  before  the  Governor  of 
Hong  Kong. 
With  great  respect,  but  with  deep  solicitude,  I  venture  to  en- 

treat the  early  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  this  document,  as, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  the  retention  or  evacuation  of  the  ishnd 
of  Chusan  involves  questions  of  great  urgency,  which  are  of  con- 

siderable importance  to  British  interests  in  CUna. I  have,  &c«, 

B.  M.  Martin,  Jn^eagwrer. 

N,  B. — [The  reader  will  judge  for  himself  on  the  comparative  ad- 
vantages of  Chusan,  and  of  Hong  Kong.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 

has  (I  hear)  with  the  usual  terseness  characteristic  of  His  Office, 
emphatically  characterized  Chusan  as  '^  the  key  of  China."  Yet 
this  ̂ ^key" — ^was  rejected,  when  it  was  as  easy  to  have  retained  it 
'as  Hong  Kong.]  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  made  in 
August,  1844. 

Chusan  or  Chowsan,  so  called  in  Chinese  from  its  resemblance  to 
a  boat,  is  the  chief  instdar  settlement  of  an  archipelago  of  loftf 
islands,  varying  in  size  and  fertility,  which  extend  upwards  <h 
sixty  miles  fron  north  to  south,  and  about  fifty  miles  from  east  to 
west, — ^distant  from  Kito  Point  on  the  mainland  of  China  abont 
seven  miles,  and  about  forty  miles  distant  from  Ningpo ;  TrnffhoB} 

the  capital  of  Chusan,  is  in  30°  Iff  north  latitude,  and  122''  14' east  latitude. 

The  length  of  the  island  is  about  twenty-three  miles  from  east 
to  west,  and  the  breadth  from  north  to  south  seven  to  elevefi  miles. 
The  circumference  i^  about  150  miles. 

The  two  principal  bays  are  those  of  Tinghae  on  the  southern,  - 
^and  of  Singkong  on  the  western  coast  of  Chusan.    Tha*e  are> 
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however^  several  other  bays  and  harbours — Tinghae  or  Chusan 
bay  or  harbour^  is  land-locked,  and  has  three  good  entrances, 
I  beat  into  the  harbour  by  Deer  island  entrance  at  night :  one 
hundred  sail  of  square-rigged  vessels  may  anchpr  with  ease  in  the 
iniier  harbour  of  Chusan,  although  the  adjacent  anchorages  are 
equally  safe  (see  maps  accompanying).  The  rise  and  fall  of  tide 
is  twelve  feet  six  inches ;  and  the  average  depth  in  harbour  is  four 
to  ten  fathoms. 

There  is  a  good  position  for  docks  and  a  dockyard,  which  are  so 
Bmch  wanting  in  the  China  seas. 

Singkong  Bay  or  Strait  is  six  miles  in  length,  with  an  average 
breadth  of  700  yards.  There  are  two  entrances  of  easy  access,  at 
the  north  and  south  extremities  of  the  bay,  which  is  well- 
sheltered,  and  affords  excellent  anchorage  for  ships  of  war,  or  for 
vessds  of  large  burthen.  Good  water  is  plentiful.  There  is  an 
admirable  site  for  a  large  dockyard. 

The  highest  elevation  of  the  island  is  at  its  eastern  extremity, 
where  one  peak  rises  to  1,100  feet  above  the  sea :  the  average 
height  of  the  hilly  portion  is  from  500  to  700  feet. 

Chusan  consists  of  numerous  ranges  of  hills,  with  broad  inter- 
vening valleys,  every  range  connected  by  spurs  or  buttresses  of 

varied  forms.  Some  of  the  valleys  are  eight  to  nine  miles  long, 
and  present  one  continuous  scene  of  rich  cultivation. 

The  mountains  and  hills,  wherever  there  is  any  soil  on  the  sur- 
face, are  terraced  and  cropped  with  different  useful  vegetables- 

Wheat,  tea,  grass  cloth  plant,  sweet  potatoes,  cotton,  tobacco,  and; 
rice  may  be  found  on  the  same  side  of  a  mountain,  the  water  col- 

lected on  the  top  being  permitted  to  descend  to  the  different  ter- 
isaces,  until  it  is  deposited  in  the  rice-field  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountain.  In  some  parts  the  mountains  are  planted  with  fir, 
while  the  Spanish  chestnut,  walnut,  tallow  and  varnish  trees  adorn 
and  enrich  the  lowlands.  Canals  some  twenty  feet  wide  are  very 
numerous,  and  kept  always  flowing  by  means  of  locks  and  of  the 
numerous  streams  of  fine  water  which  fall  from  the  hills,  some-^ 
times  in  beautiful  cascades.  The  canals  are  used  to  mark  the 
boundaries  of  property,  as  well  as  for  irrigation.  One  large  canal 
southward  and  eastward  of  Tinghae,  admits  junks  of  considerable- 
burthen  a  good  way  into  the  north  valley,  and  adjacent  to  the  gates 
of  the  city  at  the  rise  of  the  tide,  which  is  twelve  feet  six  inches, 
(see  map).  The  whole  island  is  intersected  by  substantial  paved 
or  flagged  roads  about  five  to  seven  feet  broad,  slightly  elevated 
above  the  adjacent  fields;  but  which  at  little  expense  might  be 
widened  to  admit  of  wheeled  carriages.  At  present  everythijag 
is  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  men ;  but  the  unshod  horse  traverses 
the  roads  with  celerity. 

The  towns  and  villages  are  scattered  pretty  equally  over  the 
whole  island :  in  the  valley  of  Tachin  is  a  very  large  unwalled 
tow%  with  a  river  running  through  it. 
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The  whole  island  is  admirably  irrigated ;  the  water  whidi  flows 
from  the  hills  is  yery  pure,  and  conduits  might  readily  be  ooii'' 
stmcted  to  bring  abundance  of  water  into  Tinghae,  insteiad  of  te^ 
lying  on  the  w^,  which  are  said  to  be  bradush  and  a  cavse  of 
diarrhosa. 

One  third  of  the  island  is  said  by  Lieutenant  Sai^nt  to  be 
cultivated.  Dr.  Gingell,  2nd  Madras  Native  Infantry,  tbe  Chiosae: 

interpreter,  sajs  ''that  135,000  mows  of  land  are . under  eultiya« 
tion  with  gram.  Beckoning  the  mow  as  equal  to  an  EngliiA 
rood,  this  would  give  83,750  acres  producing  rice.  When  we 
consider  that  two  crops  of  rice  and  one  of  oil  seed  are  obtained 
annually  firom  the  land,  (the  October  rice  crop  growing  up,  white 
the  August  rioe  crop  is  being  reaped) ;  the  amount  ot  com  produc- 

tion must  be  considerable.  As  well  as  I  could  ascertain,  I  am  led  to 
condude  that  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  island  is  sufiSdent  to 
feed  all  its  inhabitants  throughout  the  year.  The  quantify  of 
garden  vegetables  grown  is  very  great ;  the  soil  stimulated  1^  the 
constant  application  of  liquid  manure,  (of  which  hxr^  earthen 
jars  are  kept  at  the  comer  of  every  field  and  garden),  increases 
the  siase,  but  diminishes  the  flavour  of  the  diffident  produeto^  which 
are  grown  in  rapid  succession,  the  earth  being  never  alhnred  to  he 
fallow. 

Mr.  Bernard  in  his  interesting  work,  '^  Narrative  of  the  voyaged 
and  services  of  the  Nemesis,^'  which  I  saw  after  my  report  ̂ 8 
forwarded  to  the  governor,  adverts  to  the  hospitable,  obligi0g> 
and  civil  disposition  be  experienced  among  the  inbabitants  of 
Chusan,  and  at  vol.  ii.,  p.  187,  thus  describes  the  island  : 

'^  Nothing  can  be  more  striking  or  picturesque  than  the  riews 
on  every  side  as  you  approach  Chusan.  Much  as  you  may  have 
read  of  the  careful  cultivation  and  economical  husbandry  of  the 
Chinese  (not  always  so  great  as  supposed),  you  are  here  partiou* 
cularly  struck  with  the  garden^like  aspect  of  every  spot  of  ground 
you  see.  The  country  is  hilly  on  all  sides,  but  every  hill  is  cuW* 
vated  with  extreme  care  up  to  its  very  summit.  It  is  divided  into 
small  ridges  or  beds,  iu  which  various  productions  are  raised  sid^ 
by  side,  giving  the  greatest  possible  variety  to  the  aspect  of  the 
country,  and  pointing  out  the  vast  labour  and  perseverance  with 
which  the  tillage  must  be  conducted,  'to  subdue  the  stubbtmi 
soil.'  It  is  almost  entirely  spade  husbandry,  and  ought  rath^ 
to  be  called  horticulture.  In  the  low  valleys  and  little  sheltcwd 
nooks,  you  trace  villages  and  farm-houses  of  neat  appearance^  and 
every  bend  of  the  coast,  every  bit  of  low,  swampy  ground  is  ei»* 
banked,  and  recovered  from  the  sea  by  long  thick  stone  walls,  which 
are  maintained  with  the  utmost  care.  Behind  these  the  ground  is 
laid  out  in  rice  fields,  irrigated  with  much  ingenuity,  and  there  lis 
a  general  appearance  of  well-being  and  industry,  which  indicates  « 
thriving  and  contended  population*  ^       " 
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^  Him  different  from  the  aspect  of  Hong  Kong,  and  the  other 
islands^  to  the  southward  /" 
-  If  Mr.  Bernard  had  visited  some  of  the  beautifnl  and  rich  val- 

leys 6f  the  interior^  he  would  have  extended  his  truthful  descrip-* 
tion  of  Ghusan. 

The  eoiistant  garden  cropping,  the  deep  green  of  the  large  rice 
piftins^  and  the  cultivation  climbing  the  hills,  give  great  beauty  to 
the  s(5enery  5  and  at  early  mom  the  singing  of  the  birds  in  the 
groves;  the  murmuring  rivulets  through  the  valleys ;  and  the 
fresh  breeze  from  the  mountains,  enhance  the  charms  of  the  land- 

scape/and  renovate  the  health  of  the  debilitated  resident  of  a  tro^ 
pkalADlimate. 

Were  Chusan  a  British  Colony,  its  hills  and  vales  would  be 
adbmed  by  charming  villas^  rich  orchards,  and  luxuriant  pas- 
turageir.  An  English  town,  with  all  the  advantages  of  modern 
civilizittion,  would  become  an  example  to  the  Chinese,  and  in  the 

imp)*0vemeht  of  our  own  position,  we  should  materially  aid  in  the 
sooBttl  lulvaacement  of  the  imitative  nation  contiguous  to  our 
sli9»x«. 

Ting^me  citpi  in  length  fix)m  north  to  south,  about  1,200  yards, 
and  M  breadth  about  1,000,  is  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall  of  two 
miles  and  three  quarters  in  length,  nearly  fifteen  feet. in  height, 
tiniteen  feet  in  thickness,  surmouated  by  a  strong  brick  parapet, 
of  four  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  two  feet  thick,  with  small  embra- 

sures fct  matchlocks  or  arrows.  The  gateways,  four  in  number, 
east,  ̂ est^  north,  and  south,  are  double,  and  placed  in  zig-zag,  as 
in  India.  At  intervals,  around  the  walls,  are  strong  square  bas- 

tions,' well  pkCed^  At  the  western  side  of  the  city,  the  wall 
a^eendf  a  steep  mound,  now  called  the  "  Cameronian  Hill,'*  (the 
26th  liegiment  being  encamped  there  after  our  first  attack  on  the 
island}*  Part  of  this  hill,  is,  therefore,  included  within  the  city 
Ixmnds.  A  canal  (see  map)  thirty-three  feet  wide,  by  three  deep, 
runs  parallel  to  the  City  Wall,  about  thirty  yards  distant,  except  at 
thfe  "  Cameronian  Hill,'*  and  enters  near  the  south  gate ;  the  level 
s^^ace  at  each  side  of  the  city  walls,  is  covered  with  rice  fields, 
almost  continually  under  water,  and  of  difficult  passage  to  an  in- 

vading force*  The  flat  country  around  is  a  succession  of  rice  fields, 
bordered  with  the  lofty  Barbadian  millet,  which  rises  ten  feet  in 
height. 

The  city  of  Tinghae  is  extensive,  and  like  all  Chinese  towns,  the 
streets  are  narrow,  (about  twelve  to  fourteen  feet),  irregular,  and 
flagged  with  large  slabs  of  different  kinds  of  stone ;  almost  every 
sii^eet  has  a  covered  drain,  which  communicates  with  a  canal.  For 
a 'Chinese  city,  it  is  kept  extremely  clean.  The  houses  are  gene- 

rally of  one  story;  but  the  tenements  of  the  richer  classes  are  very 
extensive,  and  fcwm  three  sides  of  a  square,  with  a  lofty  wall  in 
front.     Sometimes  there  are  two  or  three  inner  courts.    The  shops 
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are  namerous,  and  there  is  a  minute  division  of  employment.    In 
many  respects  there  is  a  resemblance  to  the  tradesmen  of  Europe. 
Persons  of  the  same  trade  frequently  congregate  in   the  same 
street  or  neighbourhood ;  the  shops  have  a  long  and  broad  counter, 
effectually  separating  the  purchasers  firom  the  shopmen,  with  a 
money  tiu  at  one  end;  there  are  neatly  labelled  drawers^  or  com- 

modious shelves^  and  back  warehouses,  for  the  ready  disposition  of 
the  goods.    A  reel  of  twine  hangs  firom  the  ceiling,  close  to  wrap- 

ping paper  cut  of  various  sises,  ready  for  use.    In  front  of  the 

shop,  or  hanging  partly  on  the  outside,  are  varieties  of  such  goods 
as  may  attract  the  notice  of  customers,  with  the  prices  affixed  on 
labels,  in  some  instances,  in  such  characters  as  are  only  known  to 
the  shopmen.    Everything  is  sold  by  weight.    The  artizans  are 
extremely  expert.     Silversmiths  in  Tinghae,  now  make  spoons, 
forks,  goblets,  branch  candlesticks,  and  various  other  articles  of 
domestic  use.    The  tailors  are  excellent  and  cheap  workmen,  and 
to  the  English  are  known  by  their  respective  cognomens  of  Stultz, 
Nugee,  &c.    The  supply  of  every  article  of  provision,  including 
meat,  poultry,  fish,  vegetables,  fruit,  groceries,  &;c.,  is  most. abun- 

dant, and  not  one  half  the  price  of  very  inferior  articles  at  Hong 
Kong,  where  indeed  it  is  often  impossible  to  get  beef  or  mutton  of  any 
description.     Let  but  an  European  want  be  known  in  Chusan,  and 
it  will  be  very  extraordinary  if  it  be  not  supplied  by  a  Chinaman. 
An  European  or  Indian  soldier  is  stationed  at  each  gate  of  the 
city,  but  no  difficulty  is  interposed,  and  no  tax  levied  on  perfect 
freedom  of  ingress  or  egress  to  or  from  the  city.    Many  of  the 
European  officers,  including  that  distinguished  officer.  Brigadier 
Campbell,  the  commandant  of  Chusan,  reside  in  various  parts  of 
the  city,  perfectly  isolated  from  each  other,  and  with  as  much  con- 

fidence and  security  as  if  they  were  residing  in  an  English  town. 
A  part  of  the  Second  Madras  Native  Infantry,  are  quartered  in  the 

city,  and  their  ̂ ^  place  d^armes"  is  a  remarkable  temple,  filled 
with  numerous  human  figures  of  full  size,  admirably  carved  in 
wood,  painted,  and  representing  the  human  countenance  and  form 
in  every  expression  and  attitude  of  passion  and  affection;  of  grief 

and  joy,*  of  sensibility  and  intelligence.     I  have  seen  nothing  equal 
to  the  artistic  skill  and  true  taste  exhibited  in  this  temple,  in  any 
other  part  in  China.     The  inhabitants  do  not  seem  to  tsike  um- 

brage at  its  occupation  by  our  troops,  who  scrupulously  preserve  it 
from  injury. 

Her  Majesty^s  18th  regiment  are  quartered  outside  the  city,  in 
some  two-storied  houses,  which  face  the  sea,  close  to  an  extensive 
bund  or  embankment,  which  was  erected  with  marvellous  rapidity, 
during  the  period  which  intervened  between  our  first  and  second 
occupation  of  the  island  in  1840-1.  This  bund  extends  for  neariy 
three  miles  along  the  sea  front  of  Tinghae  and  Chusan  harbour, 
and  forms  a  fortified  earth  wall,  pierced  at  short  and  regular  inter- 

vals for  cannon ;  and  during  our  second  attack  on  the  island,  about 
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150  pieces  of  artillery,  of  various  calibre,  (many  of  them,  however, 
unserviceable),  were  placed  in  the  embrasures*  The  bund  now 
forms  an  excellent  promenade  for  the  garrison.  The  parade  of 
the  18th  regiment,  is  large,  dry,  level,  and  in  the  midst  of  thie 
barracks,  officers'  quarters,  and  commissariat  and  naval  stores. 
Contiguous  to  the  parade,  our  government  have  built  an  excellent 
two-storied  hospital,  facing  the  sea,  at  an  expense  of  about  10,000 
dollars.  The  European  artillery  are  quartered  in  comfortable  bar- 

racks on  Joss  House  Hill,  (see  map),  where  a  few  guns  command 
the  whole  harbour,  the  city,  and  the  surrounding  plain. 

Geology. — Chusan  appears  to  have  been  upheaved  by  a  sub- 
marine convulsion,  or  to  have  been  left  dry  by  the  receding  ocean. 

A  porphyritic  claystone,  assuming  in  some  places  a  columnar,  and  in 
others  a  laminated  structure,  appears  to  constitute  the  main  por- 

tion of  the  island,  occasionally  a  compact  porphyritic  stone  of 
coarse  conglomerate,  capable  of  being  split  into  large  slabs,  or 
formed  into  pillars,  is  found  and  quarried  for  various  purposes. 
The  soil  in  the  valleys  is  a  rich,  dark,  alluvial  mould.  There  is  no 
limestone  on  the  island.  None  of  the  rotten  granite  found  ai,  Hong 
Kong  or  Amoy,  and  which  yields  such  a  deleterious  gas,  is  perceiv- 

able at  Chusan.  About  the  centre  of  the  island,  and  at  a  height  of 
700  feet,  our  surveyors  found  the  compass  to  vibrate  so  much  that 
it  became  useless.  The  same  vibration  was  observed  on  the  high 
land  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  Chusan. 

Climate. — In  this  respect  Chusan  may  be  said  to  vie  with  the 
most  favoured  regions  of  the  earth.  It  is  the  Montpelier  of  China. 
There  are  only  three  months  in  the  year  which  can  be  called  hot ; 
June,  July,  and  August.  Fires  are  sometimes  kept  up  till  the 
middle  of  June,  and  woollen  clothing  is  worn  for  nine  months. 
The  cold  weather  sets  in  about  the  middle  or  end  of  September; 
but  the  average  duration  of  hot  weather  does  not  exceed  three 
months.  The  remainder  of  the  year  is  cold,  bracing,  or  genial,  ac- 

cording to  the  season. 
Even  during  the  hottest  season,  the  thermometer  in  a  good 

house,  facing  the  harbour,  ranges  from  80°  to  86°  Fahrenheit, — 
very  seldom  approaching  90°,  and  frequently  descending  at  night 
to  78°.  The  average  about  the  month  of  August  is  about  83°,  (see 
accompanying  Meteorological  Register  for  June,  July,  and  August, 

1844,  kept  at  Lieutenant  Skead^s,  the  harbour  master).  In  Sep- 
tember the  mercury  descends  to  74°,  and  in  the  early  part  of  Oc- 

tober, the  cold  weather  season  is  established ; — the  thermometer 
stands  at  49°  to  59°  at  sunrise,  towards  the  end  of  the  month.  In 
November  the  north  wind  is  piercingly  cold  and  bracing.  In  De- 

cember the  temperature  is  still  further  reduced;  the  ground  is* covered  with  hoar  frost ;  ice  of  half  an  inch  thick  is  general  in  the 

plains. 
In  January  the  thermometer  falls  to  20°  F.,  there  is  a  clear  bra- VOL.   II.  2  c 
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mg  azure  atmosphcn ;  tnow  ftlls  fireqnmtly^  and  remams  on  tii^e 
East  Peaki  two  feet  deep  for  ten  dayi. 

February  is  like  January.  In  March  the  vicissitndes  are  greats 
thermometer  27^  at  night ;  days  hot ;  hills  around  snow-capped* 
April,  easterly  winds,  sun  breaking  forth  with  increasing  heat. 
May,  ditto,  but  fires  still  necessaiy  to  the  European. 

The  climate  of  Chusan  is  far  more  farourable  to  health  than 
that  of  either  Ningpo,  Shanghai,  or  even  of  stations  further  north. 
The  Roman  Catholic  missionaries  say  that  they  are  unable  to  stand 
the  climate  and  excessiye  heat  of  those  cities,  and  that  no  Euro- 

pean can  remain  there  with  impunity  for  a  few  successive  years. 
Our  troops  suffered  greatly  up  the  Tangtzekang  river  in  1842  : — 
thirteen  men  of  the  98th  regiment  dropped  dead  from  the  heat  of 
the  sun.     Fever  and  ague,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  and  cholera,  weie 
rapidly  destroying  our  soldiers  and  sailors  off  Nankin.    The  whole 
northern  region  of  the  Yangtzekang,  of  the  Yellow  River,  and  of 
the  Peiho,  is  a  flat  marshy  country,  inundated  as  rice  fields,  or 
covered  with  water  for  a  great  part  of  the  year,  and  subject  to  in- 
tense  solar  heat  for  about  five  months,  without  any  mountain  or 
sea  breezes  to  temper  the  atmosphere.   Chusan  has  a  constant  sea- 
breeze  at  Tinghai  during  the  summer  months,  from  the  S.  W. 
monsoon ;  and  the  varied  forms  of  its  mountains  and  vslleys  pro- 

duce a  continued  change  of  renovating  airs.    The  thermometer 
i-rises  at  Shanghai  to  107  F.  in  tile  shade ;  at  Ningpo  as  high,  sad, 
at  Chusan,  at  Lieutenant  Skead^s,  the  active  and  intelligent  har- 
bsur  master  and  marine  magistrate,  it  rardly  rises  -to  86  F.* 

X     InvaUds  from  Shanghai  and  Ningpo,  as  well  as  from  Hoi^ 
&ang,  Canton,  and  Amoy,  seek  and  find  health  at  Chusan*    It  is 

(  ef  the  utmost  importance  to  us  to  have  a  heaUAiy  station  on  the 
eoast  of  China,  where  our  troops  can  be  located  and  found  always 
ready  fi^r  active  service;  a  regiment  from  Hong  Kong  eofedd  n0t 
endiere  the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  one  Vfeek  in  the  Yangtszekang 
district ;  a  regiment  from  Chusan  would  be  fomnd  as  effective  for 
service  as  any  regiment  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  might  be 
marched  to  Peking  if  necessary. 

An  ice-house  is  open  at  Chusan  from  1st  June  to  1st  September. 
Tht  consumption  in  July  is  about  800  lbs.  a-day,  by  the  English 
subscribers  of  five  rupees  each.  They  pay  also  about  one  fiirthing 

'  a  pound  for  the  ice,  which  is  collected  in  winter  by  a  Clnnaman 
from  the  canals  around,  and  deposited  in  a  mnd-walied  house  with 
a  high  thatched  roof;  conduits  carry  off  the  melted  ice  outside  the 

*  It  ii  observed  in  the  Natieal  Magtatine  for  184S,  p.  7,  that  the  ciimAte  «l  the 
middle  provincei  of  China  is  said  to  be  delightful ;  that  of  Peking  agrees  even  with 
strangers ;  epidemic  diseases  are  very  rare,  and  the  ravages  of  the  plague  entirely  un- 

known. But  the  province  of  Canton  is  one  of  the  mott  imheaUhp  portions  of  the  eoun- 
try,  and  such  it  probably  is.  The  writer  is  quite  correct.  The  Chinese  officials  view 
appointments  to  the  Canton  province,  unless  where  emoluments  are  concerne(j[,  as  a  sort 
of  honourable  banishment-— as  we  view  Sierra  Leone. 
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Imttdiiifi^.  Dry  straw  ii  thickly  strewed  oy^  the  iee.  Th«  Quban 
use  ice  exteiwvely  &r  prec^ndng  fish. 

HsAz^TH  Of  tHs  T]u)ops.**Tbe  state  of  the  artillery  stationed 
at  Chusan^  compared  with  the  dreadful  mortality  of  the  artillery 
stationed  at  Hong  Kong  (see  my  report  on  Hong  Kong)^  is  very 
remarkable^  There  landed  at  Chnsan  of  the  Madras  European 
artillery  in  November,  1842,  after  going  through  the  whole  cam- 

paigns—one captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  bugl^,  three  corp<Hrals, 
four  bombardiers,  and  forty-nine  gunners;  total,  sixty-two.  To 
these  must  be  added  three  more,  who  rejoined  &om  Hong  Kong  in 
April,  1843,  and  six  from  Madras  in  November,  1843. 

The  deaths  up  to  August,  1844,  were  only  five,  viz.,  four  gun- 
ners and  one  bombardier.  The  mortality  may  be  considered  at 

less  than  two  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  men  are  in  the  most 
efficient  order,  and  as  ready  for  active  service  as  if  they  had  been 
stationed  at  Woolwich  the  last  two  years. 

Four  companies  of  H.  M/s  18th  (Boyal  Irish)  regiment  have 
been  stationed  at  Chusan  since  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  after 
being  engaged  in  all  the  campaigns,  and  they  have  not  lost  by 
death  one  per  cent,  per  annum.  That  portion  of  the  I8th  which 
returned  from  Amoy  was  very  siekly. 

The  admissions  into  the  Chusan  hospital  for  Europeans,  from 
1st  January  to  31st  July,  1844,  were  461  (including  104  syphilitic 
cases) ;  of  these  but  si^  died.  Qf  sixty  officers  who  have  resided 
at  Chusan  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  9wi  one  Juts  died. 

The  contrast  between  the  men  of  H.  M/s  18th  regiment  star 
tioned  at  Hong  Kong,  Koolungsoo  (Amoy),  and  Chusan^  is  very 
striking: — out  of  600  men  of  the  18th  regipient  stationed  at  Kop- 
Itmgsoo*  in  1843,  there  died  seventy- five  men  and  two  officers; 
the  remaining  men  were  perfect  skeletons  and  unable  to  shoulder 
a  mudcet :  out  of  the  same  strength,  and  in  the  same  period  of 
dii^e^  at  Chusan,  in  1844,  the  I8th  regiment  only  lost  two  men  ! 

IDuring  the  year  1843,  the  mortality  of  the  troops  at  Chusan 
was  only  one  in  29^,  or  about  three  per  cent. ;  at  l^oolungsoo,  one 
in  121,  and  at  Bong  Kong,  one  in  d|>,  or  nearly  thirty  per  cent* 
l^e  invaliding  was  in  the  saine  proportion  at  thepe  stations.  The 

mortality  of  H.  M.'s  98th  regiment  at  Hong  Kong^  is  on  an  aver- 
age abont  one  man  a  day  f 

The  appearance  of  the  troops  on  parade  in  Chusan  is  thi^  pf 
men  in  robnst  health ;  they  have  a  coloipr  in  their  cheeks,  an  elas^ 
tic  and  Ann  step,  and  in  perfbrming  their  martial  evolutions  there 
is  an  alacrity  and  precision  observable,  as  if  the  men  took  a  plea- 

sure in  carrying  a  combined  movement  into  op^rati^i ;  this  is  very 
differently  seen  in  the  evolutions  of  the  troops  at  Hong  Kong, 
where  the  men  seem  to  stagger  under  the  weight  of  their  knapsacks, 

*  KoolungBoo  is  exactly  tht  same  geological  formation  as  Hoag  Kong  :^  mi  have 
left  the  bones  of  about  a  thousand  gallant  men  at  this  wretched  and  useless  island. 

2  c2 
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moiket,  and  aoooutrements.*  The  Indian  troopB  *'  die  like  rotten 
aheep ''  at  Hong  Hong ;  but  at  Chnsan  their  mortality  is  not  two* 
and-a-half  per  cent,  per  annnm^  as  shewn  by  the  following  r^wm 
of  a  regiment  which  served  in  the  Chinese  campaign. 

Siaie  of  the  2nd  Madras  Native  Infantry  at  Chusan  in  one  year. 

MoMlw. 

August,  1843  . . 
September  . .  •  • 
October     
November  . . . . 
December  •  •  •  • 
January,  1844. . 

#5    • 

867 
867 

834 

se5 
833 
824 

I! 
53 

S3 

73 

66 39 
29 

Died. 

none. 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 

Mootht. 

February . . 
March   

April   
May   
June...... 
July   

fl 

aa 

a23 

821 
818 

813 

681t 678t 

^1 

32 
35 

30 
35 
34 
40 

Died. 

none. 2 
6 
1 

none. 
1 

Only  twenty-one  men  died  in  one  year — out  of  a  strengfth  of  more  than  800  men, 
which  is  only  about  tfoo'and'a'half  per  cent,  I  In  1843,  there  was  only  vne  man  in- 
valided. — The  men  look  very  healthy  and  strong. 

Numerical  strength  of  officers  26---none  died. 

The  prevailing  diseases  have  been  mild  ague  and  diarrhoea. 
The  regiment  has  been  perfectly  effective  since  it  arrived  in  Chusan, 
in  the  latter  end  of  1842. 

It  is  true  that  the  troops  suffered  considerably  from  sickness  on 
their  first  occupation  of  Chusan.  But  instead  of  the  health  which 
now  prevaOs,  there  would  be  as  much  sickness  in  1844  as  there  was 
in  1841,  if  the  same  system  were  adopted.  Instead  of  the  soldiers 
being  located  as  at  present,  in  good  Chinese  two-storied  houses  on 
the  sea-shore,  they  were  encamped  in  the  wet  plains  and  rice  fields, 
and  on  the  side  of  a  hill  to  the  westward  of  the  city.  Numerous 
posts  and  guards  were  established  in  the  burning  heat  of  August. 
Her  Majesty's  26th  regiment,  or  "  Cameronians,'*  were  the  prin- 

cipal sufferers.  They  were  encamped  on  the  hill  to  leeward  of  the 
city  and  all  its  filth.  They  had  no  camp  followers,  and  were  obliged 
to  ̂ o  more  than  a  mile  through  the  city  to  the  commissariat  for 
theur  food,  which,  when  obtained,  consisted  of  Calcutta  cured  meat 
perfectly  green  with  putridity ;  and  Calcutta  made  biscuit,  crumbled 
into  dust  with  maggots  and  weavils.  It  was  impossible  to  eat  such 
food ;  the  dogs  even  rejected  it.  The  men,  worn  with  hunger  and 
thirst,  and  harassed  with  numerous  guards  and  constant  alarms, 
drank  profusely  of  the  almost  stagnant  water  in  the  canals  that 

•  H.  M.'s  98th  regiment,  which  suffered  so  severely  at  Hong  Kong  last  year,  went  to 
Chusan,  where  their  mortality  is  now  less  than  it  would  be  in  any  part  of  Eoglsno* 

f  Dstachments  sent  to  Koolungsoo,  Amoy,  to  relieve  H.  M/s  18th  regiment,  who were  dying  fast 
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'  flow  through  the  rice  fields  around  the  city^  and  every  green  thing or  unripe  firuit  which  could  be  obtained  was  eaten  with  avidity. 

Large  quantities  of  the  fiery  spirit^  termed  "  samshu/^  were  easily 
procured;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  thAt  dysentery  {no  fever 
appeared)  soon  made  dreadful  ravages  in  the  26th  regiment.  The 
conduct  of  the  commanding  officer^  and,  of  those  who  had  the 
charge  of  issuing  provisions  to  the  troops^  was  most  reprehensible. 
There  were  at  least  thirty-five  officers  with  the  regiment,  and  only 
one  died ;  a  conclusive  proof  it  was  not  the  climate  of  Chusan 
which  killed  the  private  soldiers  of  the  26th :  they  would  have  died 
anywhere  under  similar  circumstances. 

Dr.  MTherson,  in  his  work  "  Two  Years  in  China/'  at  page  21, 
,adverting  to  the  health  of  our  troops  in  Chusan  in  1840,  says,  "it 
required  no  gifted  soothsayer  to  prognosticate  what  the  results 
would  be,  when  men  were  placed  in  tents  pitched  on  low,  paddy 
fields,  surrounded  by  stagnant  water,  putrid  and  stinking  from 
quantities  of  dead  animal  and  vegetable  matter.  Under  a  sun 
hotter  than  that  ever  experienced  in  India,  the  men  on  duty  were 
buckled  up  to  the  throat  in  their  fuU-dress  coats ;  and  in  conse- 

quence of  there  being  so  few  camp  followers,  fatigue  parties  of 
Europeans  were  daily  detailed  to  cany  provisions  and  stores  from 
the  ship  to  the  tents,  and  to  perform  aU  menial  employments ; 
which  experience  has  long  taught  us  they  cannot  stand  in  a  tropi- 

cal climate. 

"  The  poor  men,  working  like  slaves,  began  to  sink  under  the 
exposure  and  fatigue.  Bad  provisions,  low  spirits,  and  despond- 

ency drove  them  to  drink.  This  increased  their  liability  to  sick- 
ness, and  in  the  month  of  November  there  were  barely  500  effec- 

tive men  in  the  force.  A  sort  of  infatuation  seemed  to  possess  the 
minds  of  the  authorities.  Medical  men,  as  is  often  the  case,  were 
put  down  as  croakers;  their  recommendations  were  neither  listened 
nor  attended  to.  True,  it  was  reported  that  the  general  was  one 
day  about  to  visit  the  hospitals,  but  when  almost  at  the  door  of 
one,  some  pressing  business  called  him  away.  Once,  also,  the 
Admiral  and  Captain  Elliot  were  known  to  have  walked  through 

the  hospital  of  Her  Majesty's  26th  regiment.  There  were  at  that 
time  upwards  of  400  poor,  sick,  fellows  on  mats  stretched  on  the 
grounds.     Many,  alas !  never  to  rise  from  it. 

^*  This  melancholy  sight  called  forth  expressions  of  pity  and 
compassion.  The  surgeon  was  directed  to  spare  no  expense — to 
procure  everything  he  considered  necessary — ^to  be  unremitting 
in  his  exertions,  and  to  make  application  to  the  admiral  if  aught 
was  wanted.  The  surgeon  recommended  that  a  ship  should  be 
laid  apart  as  an  hospital  ship,  and  that  another  should  be  given  to 
take  a  portion  of  convalescents  to  sea  for  change  of  air.  Unfor- 

tunately, however,  there  were  no  ships  available  at  that  time.'' 
This  mortality,  caused  by  our  neglect  of  the  troops,  was  adroitly 

turned  to  advantage  to  prejudice  the  government  and  public  against 
Chusan,  and  in  favour  of  Hong  Kong. 
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PopoLATio!!,  CflABAOTEE>  kc^^^The  pwnlEtioE  of  the  idEiid  of 
ChuBan  U  stated  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  Gutdaff  to  be  at  a  maadmim 
970,000,  excluaiTe  of  the  islands.  lieatenant  Sargent  of  Her 

Majestjr'c  18th  regiment,  was  o«t  fbnr  months  with  Captain 
D'Hanland,  engaged  in  smreying  the  intmor  of  the  island,  and 
pointed  out  to  me  one  hundred  thiokly  popnbited  towns  and  villages 
as  marked  on  his  map,  which  are  stated  oy  lieutenant  Sargent  to 
eontain  eadi  from  1,000  to  5,000  inhabitants.  He  considers  the 
island  thickly  peopled,  and  it  appeared  so  to  me  in  mr  exeorsioas. 
The  density  of  population  may  be  inferred  horn  the  cnroumstances 
of  the  females  being  equal  to,  if  not  exceeding  the  males  in  number, 
and  from  the  great  abundance  of  children  everywhere  obserrable. 

There  ii  now  before  me  a  census  of  the  town  or  city  of  Tinghai, 
the  eapitsl  of  Chusan,  made  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  Gutslaff  in  1848 ;  in 
which  each  house  is  numbered,  the  occupation  of  the  proprietor 
stated,  and  the  men  and  women,  boys  end  girls,  enumerated.  Ac- 
oording  to  this  document,  the  inhabitants  of  Tinghai  city  are- 
men  0,842,  women  7,870,  boys  4,961,  girk  d,477-^total  26,150. 

The  number  of  houses  is  given  at  4^656,  whieh  divided  among 
B6>160  inhabitants,  would  give  nearly  sw  penone  to  each  dw^ffling ; 
a  small  avemge  for  China. 

In  robustness  of  form  the  men  of  Chusan,  who  aie  of  an  under- 
set build,  are  quite  equal  to  those  of  England,  and  they  travel  eairily 

with  a  weight  on  their  shoulders  slung  from  either  end  of  a  bamr 
boo,  whieh  the  strongest  London  porter  would  find  it  difBcnlt  to 
raise  from  the  ground.  Tbey  are  industnous,  civil,  inquuitive, 
ready  to  supply  ̂ Jijci  our  wants,  &c.,  imitating  any  thing  we  re- 

quire to  be  Blade.  The  pq^ulation  is  chiefly  agrieultnnd.  Theve  is 
much  apparent  oomfort  in  the  farm  houses ;  abundance  of  pigs, 
poultry,  and  goats  round  eveiy  &rm.  The  people  are  suitably 
doUied,  lodged,  well  fed,  and  housed.  There  is  no  extreme  poverty; 
no  beggars,  and£Bw  large  estates;  the  proprietorship  of  land  being 
very  much  subdivided.  Thera  is  great  honesty  among  all  classes, 
who  are  in  general  peaoeable,  orderly,  and  w^  conducted.  Csp^ 
tain  BamfieU,  the  magistrate  of  the  island,  to  whom  great  credit 
is  due  for  the  preservation  of  social  order,  informs  me  that  there 
has  not  been  a  oase  of  homicide  in  the  island  since  the  peaee  in 
1842,  and  that  he  does  not  know  of  any  odier  part  of  the  world 
where  there  is  so  little  crime  in  proportion  to  the  population.  In- 

deed, the  petty  offenees  that  take  {dace  are  committed  by  strangers 
to  the  island ;  by  persons  from  the  mainland. 

The  fwUce  far  the  whole  island  does  aot  co$t  100  doUare  a  rnmih^ 
4ind  the  amount  uf  property  stolen  and  not  reamered  does  md  amouwl 
io  150  dollars  a  pear.  There  is  frequentiy  a  clear  Jail,  and  qf  the 
eighteen  or  twenty  prisoners  now  there,  most  of  them  are  confined 
for  sdUng  dbamshu  (spirits)  to  the  soldiers.  In  civil  cases  regardr 
tug  money  or  land  the  people  cheerfully  submit  their  suits  to 
Captain  Bamfield^s  arbitration,  and  almost  without  eoeepticm  the 
defaulters  admit  the  claims  made  on  them,  and  readily  consent  to 
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uenuigeiiients  for  liquidating  the  debt  in  time  acccucdiiig  to  i\keir 
meeam*    The  debts  of  ancestors  are  always  recognized.  , 

The  people  seem  attached  to  our  rule;  they  imitate  oar  cus- 
toms, and  hare  great  confidence  in  our  veracity.*  In  many  parts 

of  Tinghai  the  namo  and  designation  of  the  shop-keeper  is  neatfy 
painted  in  English  over  his  door.  Our  language  is  being  acquired 
very  rapidly ;  particularly  by  young  people,  and  they  take  great 
deUght  in  their  proficiency.  Idolatry  or  superstition  seema  to 
hjiTe  little  hold  on  them ;  veneration  for  the  manes  of  their  an- 

cestors, and  the  performance  of  various  funereal  rites  at  picturesque 
or  neatly  seulptured  tombs,  constitute  their  principal  religious 
creed  and  ritual. 

Although  spies  have  been  sent  from  the  mainland  by  the  man- 
darins to  watch  and  intimidate  those  who  might  be  Mendly  dis- 
posed towards  us,  yet  many  have  not  hesitated  to  avow  their 

anxiety  tot  our  retention  of  the  island,  and  to  express  their  dread 
q£  the  restoration  of  mandarin  authority,  and  all  its  "  squeesdngs^' and  indefinable  exactions. 

A  ifivenue  might  easily  be  derived  from  Chusaui  adequate  at 
laast  to  Ihe  payment  of  its  civil  government.  It  ia  stated  tiiat 
during  the  Chinese  occupation  of  the  island  the  land  iwenue  was 
18^00  leangs  of  silver  annually.  The  leang  at  Ningpo  is  equal  to 
SjOOO  cash*  There  were  also  paid  six  measures  of  rice  at  twenty- 
tbee  caaii  per  measure,  aod  fifteen  eatties  of  grain  at.  sixteen 
enA  per  oatty^  on  each  mow  of  eultiyated  ImiA^  The  tax  a^s 
levied  ia  ooiii  and  paid  into  the  imperial  treasury.  Among  other 
tanea  thcnre  was  a  stamp  on  deeda^  im  the  xe^stration  of . property, 
fta  There  was  idso  a  tax  on  the  '^foundation  of  hous^,^^  which 
m^y  bo  considened  a  ground-^rent.  There  could  be  little  diffi- 
eoliy  in  raising  a  sufficient  revenue,  from  such  an  extensive  popu- 
latiiMi  spread  over  a  highly  cultivated  country. 
AXIMAL  VO0!D,   FfSH   AN2I  YsOSTABLB   PBODUCTXONS* — Of  beef, 

mutton,  and  pork  there  is  a  regular  supply  at  an  average  price  of 
jbttr  pence  per  pound.  The  gisazing  ground  is  good,  and  under 
Suf opean  management  cattle  might  be  cured  and  fattened  in 
greal;  numbers.  The  milk  and  butter  of  the  cow  and  of  the 
Imffialo,  are  very  rich,  and  sell  at  moderate  prices.  The  flavour  of 
the  Chusan  mutton  is  excellent;  goats  are  numerous;  hams  are 
well  cured  and  nearly  equal  in  flavour  to  those  of  England ; 
de^  and  hares  are  in  season  during  the  winter  months;  beef 
and  pork  might  be  cured  to  any  extent  in  winter  for  the  aup^ 
ply  of  the  navy,   and  kept   in  ice-houses   till   required.      Bid- 

*  In  a  letter  from  Chusan,  dated  30th  May,  1845,  from  an  intelligent  and  close 
obsenrer,  who  has  the  best  means  of  judging  of  the  feelings  of  the  people,  there  is  the 
foUpmng  passage : — "  Nothing  could  exceed  the  peaceful  and  friendly  disposition 
evinoed  by  the  natives.  Their  fieivourable  feelinji;  is  evinced  by  the  extraordinary 
number  of  buildings  which  have  been  erected  within  the  last  seven  months  in  the  im- 

mediate vieinity  of  the  barracks.  There  is  now  a  busy  town  where  nine  mooths  ago 

you  saw  » laere  vwi^mp." 
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locks  are  aboat  fortT  tbillings  each ;  salt  is  made  in  great  abund- 
ance on  the  coast  of  Chusan  and  on  the  neighbouring  islands. 

Poultry  are  plentiful^  moderate  in  pricCj  and  of  fine  flavour. 
The  Chusan  fowls  are  larger  than  any  that  are  to  be  seen  in 
England ;  geese  are  excellent ;  ducks  are  hatched  by  steam,  and 
reared  by  thousands :  one  boy  has  charge  of  many  hundreds : 
they  feed  in  the  rice  fields  and  canals ;  eggs  are  very  abundant, 
usual  price  150  for  a  dollar=three  for  a  penny.  Of  game  there  are 
pheasants,  snipe,  quail,  woodcock,  teal,  duck,  wild  geese,  (large  and 
good),  wild  swans,  (very  plentiful),  &c. 

Bread  and  confectionary  prepared  in  the  English  style  are  well 
made  by  the  Chinese ;  sixteen  pound  loaves  of  excellent  white 
bread  may  be  brought  for  a  dollar ;  wheat  is  grown  on  the  hills, 
and  rice  and  millet  in  the  valleys ;  catdiflowers,  peas  and  beans, 
cabbage,  spinach,  cucumbers,  onions,  turnips,  carrots,  sweet  pota- 

toes, bringalls,  gourds  of  difierent  descriptions,  French  beans, 
radishes,  celery,  &c.,  are  brought  to  market  in  season.  European 
potatoes  are  now  being  introduced,  and  every  English  v^etable 
and  fruit  when  cultivated,  thrive  in  perfection.  The  tea  plant 
grows  on  the  hills,  and  is  sent  to  Ningpo  and  Chnpoo  to  be  manu- 

factured for  the  beverage  of  the  higher  classes.  The  wild  rasp* 
berry  and  strawberry  are  in  abundance ;  melons  and  oranges  aire 
excelient;  the  peach,  grape,  apple,  pear,  apricot,  cherry,  and  plum 
only  require  careftd  cultivation  for  their  improvement.  (At 
Shanghai  the  peaches  are  large  and  excellent)  Walnuts  and 
Spanish  chestnuts  come  to  perfection  at  Chusan.  The  tallow-tree 
and  varnish-tree  are  among  the  most  valuable  productions  of  the 
island.  From  the  tallow-tree  a  great  abundance  of  candles  of  a 
waxy  consistence  are  prepared.  The  vamish-tree  yields  a  wood- 
oil  of  great  use  in  furniture.  The  bamboo  and  dwarf  oak 
abound ;  cotton  of  excellent  quality  is  largely  cultivated ;  silk  as 
yet  is  of  limited  production.  The  tobacco  of  Chusan  is  much 
prized  ;  the  hop  (humulus)  grows  on  every  hill. 

The  shores  around  Chusan  abound  with  fish,  some  of  excellent 
quality,  such  as  the  pomphlat,  sole,  seer,  salt  water  trout,  herring, 
rock  cod,  sturgeons,  mackerel],  and  eel ;  oysters,  and  crayfish  are 
in  perfection.  It  is  stated  that  forty  thousand  fishing  vessels 
arrive  annually  from  difl^erent  parts  of  the  coast  of  China,  and 
remain  three  months  fishing  off  Chusan.  "  The  "  yeUow  map* 
darin'^  fishing  is  analagous  to  the  herring  fishery  of  Great  Britain 
or  of  Holland.  About  300,000  dollars  capital  is  invested  in  this 
lucrative  trade.  Ice-boats  attend  the  fishing-boats  off  Chusan, 
and  as  soon  as  the  fish  are  caught  they  are  packed  in  ice,  and 
s^it  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  empire. 
Commercial  advantages  op  Chusan. — The  external  com- 

xnerce  of  Chusan  on  our  occupation  of  the  island,  consisted  chiefly 

of  salted  and  dry  fish,  of  salt,  and  of  samshu,  an  ardent  spirit  dis- 
tilled from  rice,  millet  or  other  grains.     There  was  also  a  con- 
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siderable  entrepdt  trade  between  the  northern  and  Bonthem  coasts 
of  China.  Now  a  foreign  trade  has  commenced^  which  will  pro- 

bably increase  to  a  very  large  extent  if  we  retain  the  island.  In 
two  artitdes  of  British  manufacture  the  sales  at  Chusan  during 
the  past  year  amounted  to  one  million  dollars^  viz. : 

Cotton  goods  to  the  amount  of  750^000  dollars. 
Woollen  ditto  250,000    ditto 

1,000,000  ditto 

In  July  1848,  Captain  Cleverly  of  the  "  William  Hughes"  sold 
in  four  days  in  Chusan  harbour  woollen  goods  to  the  amount  of 
85,000  dollars.  There  was  not  so  much  merchandize  sold  at  the 
consular  ports  of  Shanghai  and  Ningpo  in  nine  months  as  iras 
«oId  at  Chusan  in  the  earlier  months  of  1843.  The  Chinese 
prefer  purchasing  goods  at  Chusan ;  as  there  is  no  monopoly;  and 
as  they  have  no  China  custom-house  mark  on  them,  they  are 
more  readily  saleable  at  the  different  ports  alons  the  coast,  as 
they  can  be  transmitted  into  the  interior  of  the  oonntrjr  with, 
out  being  subject  to  the  transit  duties  which  are  levied  on  British 
manufactures,  even  after  they  have  paid  the  custom-house  duties  at 
the  consular  ports.  The  possession  of  Chusan  as  a  trading  em* 
porimm  is  the  more  necessary  by  reason  of  the  state  of  four  of 
the  consular  ports,  which  excepting  Shanghai  have  not  in  any 
degree  realized  the  expectations  entertained.  There  is  little 

^Aritish  trade  at  Amoy ;  the  "  Erin'^  and  the  "  Mariano  Webb" 
-were  at  Amoy  during  the  present  month,  (August  1844),  and  could 
not  sell  a  bale  of  cotton  goods  or  of  any  thing,  although  there 
was  no  stock  on  hand.  At  Ningpo  there  is  no  resident  British 
merchant. 

Goods  have  been  lying  at  Ningpo  for  six  months  unsaleable ; 
the  Ningpo  authorities  are  ever  throwing  impediments  in  the  way 
of  trade,  they  forbid  the  introduction  of  foreign  goods  in  native 
vessels  from  Chusan.  I  may  mention  the  following  fact ;  in  July 

1844,  the  "  Cornwall/^  an  English  vessel  of  300  tons,  arrived  at 
Ningpo  from  Singapore,  with  a  cargo  of  "  Straits  produce,*'  and 
some  British  manufactures.  The  "  Comwall^^  was  chartered  by  a 
Chinaman,  who  is  a  merchant  residing  at  Singapore ;  he  was  bom 
at  Malacca,  and  his  ancestors  for  three  generations  have  been 
British  subjects.  There  was  a  Chinaman  from  Singapore  placed 
on  board  as  supercargo  by  the  Malacca  Chinese  merchant,  but  the 
captain  of  the  ship  and  his  crew  were  English.  On  the  arrival  of 

the  "  Cornwall"  at  Ningpo,  the  mandarins  resolved  on  confiscating 
the  ship  and  cargo,  and  it  was  only  by  the  urgent  representations 
of  the  consul  that  she  was  saved;  the  "  Cornwall"  then  left 
Ningpo  for  Shanghai,  and  was  totally  lost  on  one  of  the  banks  in 
the  Yangtzekang  river,  when  proceeding  thither.  The  general 
policy  of  the  Chinese  government  is  obviously  directed  to  the 
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greatest  poasible  oonoentratioii  of  the  fimga  trade,  thus  rewiftring 
it  suliject  to  ft  more  rigid  system  of  superritioii^  and  more  awl* 
able  for  exaction.  The  Tartar  go?enmiei&t  dread  the  eztensioii  of 
our  trade  in  the  northern  ports,  and  would  gladly  drive  it  all  baek 
again  to  Canton. 

Mr.  Thorn  the  consul  at  Ningpo  who  framed  the  new  Chinese 
tariff,  who  was  the  chief  eulogist  on  the  advantageous  extension  of 
British  trade  with  China,  whose  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  lan- 

guage is  complete,  and  who  has  married  a  China  woman,  now  ac- 
knowledges that  all  his  hopes  have  been  disappointed.  He  said^ 

(10th  August,  1844,)  ̂ *  free  trade  has  proved  a  failure  in  Ckina ; 
everything  here  runs   into   monopoly.      Government  have  ap- 
Ednted  three  Hongs,  who  alone  are  permitted  to  sell  tea  at 

ingpo ;  government  have  granted  a  monopoly  of  all  iron  made  in 
the  district,  to  one  Hong  consisting  of  two  or  three  individnab. 
An  f!ngUsh  ship  brought  some  iron  here  the  other  day;  the 
Chinaman  who  brought  the  English  iron  at  a  dollar  a  pecul,  below 
the  price  at  which  t&  monopo^Bt  Hong  was  selling  the  native  imm, 
was  cited  before  the  mandarins,  who  alter  urgent  remonstrances, 
and  refinence  to  the  treaty,  at  length,  said,  the  monop^y  was 
granted  for  internal  or  home  made  iron,  and  that  the  Chinamau 
was  at  liberty  to  complete  his  purchase  of  the  JBnglish  irmu  Bat 
in  a  short  time  the  ircm  monopolist  Hongf  trumped  up  same  olher 
charge  against  the  purchaser  of  the  English  iron;  6dse  witnesses 
were  easily  procured,  and  the  unfortunate  paxduieer  af  dmap 
Tto^h  iron  was  oommitted  to  prison.  No  inteFfiareate  ̂   the 
consul  conld  be  made,  as  the  alleged  offence  bad  &o  refereaqefjto 
trade;  the  accused  would  probabfy be sqneesed  of  aU  his  prt>tsBrly, 
and  feel  thankful  he  had  escaped  with  life ;  such  conduct  deters 
other  Chinese  traders  from  purchasing  English  goods,  particalaily 

where  a  monopoly  has  been  granted.'^  Mr.  Tlksm  pvodeeded  fur- 
ther to  observe,  "  you  may  lay  down  large  and  liberal  principfesj 

but  they  are  sure  to  be  defeated  in  detail  by  the  mandsrins. 
Although  the  duties  are  low  on  imported  English  goods,  yet  a  man 
prefers  going  over  in  his  junk  to  Chusan^  where  he  fills  her  with 
English  goods  and  takes  them  to  Chapoo,  Shantung,  &c.,  where 
they  are  readily  bought ;  the  same  goods  if  sold  at  Ningpo  would 
be  marked  at  the  custom-house,  and  fifty  or  sixty  miles  in  tihe  in- 

terior the  mandarins  levy  a  heavy  internal  transit  duty,  which 
dfeetually  ehed^s  the  consumption  of  British  manufactures.  I  see 
BO  prospect  of  a  large  increase  of  trade  with  China,  which  has 
nothing  but  tea  and  silk  to  export,  and  no  m<mey.  Silver  is 
becoming  scarcer  every  day,  2,000  cash  are  now  required  for  a 
tael  of  silver.  Opium  has  drained  the  country.  Formerly  the 
Chinese  bought  our  watches,  mirrors,  and  other  articles  of  luxury, 
now  they  are  unable  to  do  so,  and  there  is  evidently  an  increasing 
national  impoverishment  and  deterioration.      This   is    als0  the 
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opinioa  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Medharit  at  Shanghai.    In  the  Chmeae 

yon  behold  a  nation  without  truth  and  without  morals.'^ 
The  absence  of  trade  at  Ningpo  and  Foochoo^  and  our  exclusion 

from  other  ports  to  the  northward^  render  the  possession  of  Chu« 
san  more  Taluable.  Already  goods  have  been  frequently  purchased 
there  for  the  coast  of  Shantungs  but  probably  destined  for  the 
gulf  of  Potchely,  and  other  places  to  the  northward  of  the  Yang- 

teekang  river.  Chusan  would'  also  most  probably  become  an  en^ 
trepdt  for  the  italuable  trade  of  Formosa^  from  which  island  it  is 
only  distant  800  miles,  and  from  whence  there  is  an  immense  im«- 
portation  of  sugar  into  Ningpo  and  Shanghai,  for  the  supply  of  the 
rich  northern  and  central  provinces  of  Chiua,  where  the  consump- 

tion is  very  great.  The  sugar  would  be  a  valuable  article  for 
•hipnient  to  England,  and  would  be  much  more  advantageously 
transhipped  at  a  free  port  like  Chusan,  than  under  the  trammels 
-of  the  cttstom-faoiue  arrangements  at  Ningpo  or  Shanghai,  irres- 

pective of  the  export  duty  levied  at  these  ports,  which  on  low 
sugars  become  a  heavy  per  centage.  The  Formosa  junks  take 
back  raw  ootton,  cotton  cioths,  Straits  produce,  Ifcc,  aU  of  which 
Britiifa  nusrahflints  could  impfAy  from  Cfansan.  The  proximity  of 
duspoo  (the  seat  of  IMe  China  Japanese  trade)  to  Chusan,  is  of 
conaderable  importance,  as  the  merchants  engaged  in  it  would 
-doDbtlese  prefer  making  their  purchases  of  fore^  goods  at  Chu- 
aaa  free  ttiam  duty,  to  proceedmg  out  of  tiuir  way  to  Shanghai  to 
buy  them  at  an  enhaneed  cost. 
^le  Japi^se,  three  centuries  ago,  made  Chua«i  their  ent^^^ 

Japan,  with  80,000,000  inhaiiistaiit»^-^he  finest  cHiKUKte  itt  tiie 
world,  rich  in  various  commodities,  and  abounding  in  goM  sold 
«iver,  is  witiiin  two  or  three  days  sml  of  C9i«san,  and  accessible  at 
all  aeascms  of  the  3^ear.  Our  occopatioB  of  Chnean,  would  sooner 
or  later  brisig  about  an  intercourse  with  that  exclusive  people,  iki^ 
Japanese,  on  the  ground  that  we  had  fbrmeiiy  a  fbetory,  in  1618, 
at  Fimndo  in  Japan,  that  we  wers  compelled  to  retire,  and  that  we 
have  an  equal  right  with  the  Dutdi  to  trade  on  free  and  just  terms 
wilii  the  Japanese. 

There  are  several  other  pkces  with  which  a  tttuie  might  be 
opened  with  Chusan,  viz. :  with  Corea,  which  contains  about 
12,000,000  inhabitants ;  with  the  Loochoo  Islands,  Oib  coast  of 
Maatchouria,the  Kurile  Islands,  and  even  with  Kamstdta&a,  &c.  In 
frtft,  a  new  and  large  commereial  world  would  be  opened  to  Ibigland, 

l^wfajaJa  fishery  is  no^  being  extended  into  the  Northern 
Saeifie,  Chinese  and  Japanese  seas.  IMven  fnACpessively  from  the 
vmrthem  and  southern  Polar  regions,  this  gigantic  and  useful  animal 
is  aeeking  refuge  in  seas  hitherto  little  freqiiented,  from  his  untiring 
pnnners.  To  the  whale  ships,  Chilean  would  be  an  invaluable 
port  for  recruitment. 

Iqi  viewing  €9iusttn  as  a  coounereiBi  coiqKxrium,  it  is  uaaqportant 
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to  bear  in  mindi  that  although  the  hu^est  cbss  of  ships  in  the  Bri'^ 
tish  navy,  may  with  as  perfect  safety  reach  Chusan,  as  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  yet  the  navigation  to  the  northward  of  Chosan  is 
difScult,  even  for  small  class  vessels  of  200  tons  bnrthen.  It  wonid 
be  hasardons  for  laige  class  ships  to  enter  the  Woo-snng  River,  on 
which  Shanghai  is  situated.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  Gulf  of 
Potchely,  the  Hwang,  Ho  or  Yellow  Biver,  the  P^o,  and  the  other 
ports  and  rivers  to  the  northward  of  the  Yangtzekang.  This  dr- 
cumstanoe  would  give  ns  a  great  advantage,  by  enabling  merchants 
to  send  goods  direct  from  England  in  large  ships  to  Chnsan,  where 
they  would  be  transhipped  direct  to  the  English  coasting  craft,  or 
Chinese  junks,  without  further  expense.  At  present  goods  are 
sent  to  Hong  Kong  or  Canton,  there  warehoused,  considerable 
expense  incuned,  and  then  re*embarked  in  small  class  schooners 
or  brigs  to  the  northward,  thus  materially  enhancing  the  cost  of 
the  goods,  and  delaying  their  transmission  to  the  place  of  sale — 
namely,  the  richest  and  most  populous  districts  of  China,  which  lie 
contiguous  to  Chusan. 

Ere  long  the  worthlessness  of  our  consular  stations,  except  Can- 
ton and  Shanghai,  will  be  fully  perceived ;  it  will  then  be  ackhow- 

ledged  that  the  present  stations  were  hastily  and  injudiciously 
selected;  that  other  places,  such  as  Suchoo  at  the  head  of  the 
Woosung  river,  Chinkeangfoo,  near  the  Grand  Canal,  below  Nan- 

kin, and  Tiensin,  the  port  of  the  Peiho,  were  much  better  adopted 
for  our  trade.  The  annual  expenses  of  our  consular  establishments 
on  the  China  coast  of  £30,000  a-year,  without  any  correspondmg 
advantage,  will  be  severely  felt,  should  the  Chinese  government 
resolve  to  open  no  other  ports. 

The  intrinsic  worth  of  Chusan  as  a  British  port  vrill  then  be 
more  manifest ;  our  possession  of  the  island  will  force  the  Tartar 
government  of  China  to  the  adoption  of  a  less  exclusive  system,  for 
the  natural  and  apparently  instinctive  love  of  a  Chinaman  for 
trade,  would  make  him  the  conveyer  of  our  merchandise  to  the 
numerous  ports  and  wealthy  districts  around  our  settlement,  thus 
bringing  about  practically  a  free  trade  with  Xlhina,  which  ulti- 

mately its  government  would  be  forced  to  recognise,  protect,  and 
encourage. 
Maritime  position. — ^The  navigation  of  the  China  sea  up  to 

Chusan,  is  perfectly  safe  and  easy  on  all  x)ccasions.  The  difficulty 
of  reaching  the  northern  ports  against  the  monsoon  has  been  pur- 

posely magnified  by  those  engaged  in  the  opium  trade,  who  have 
for  several  years  past  navigated  the  whole  coast  of  China,  regard- 

less of  the  monsoon.  Captains  of  merchant  vessels  declare  they 
would  rather  proceed  from  Hong  Kong  to  Chusan  in  the  north- 

east monsoon,  than  they  would  pass  through  the  English  channel 
in  winter. 

A  vessel  proceeding  from  Singapore  or  any  southern  port  up  the 
China  sea,  against  the  monsoon,  can  reach  Chusan  as  easily  as 
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Hong  Hong,  and  within  three  or  four  days  of  the  time,  the  diflfer* 
ence  of  distance  being  only  seven  hundred  miles.  One  of  the  er- 

roneous ideas  entertained  respecting  Chusan,  was  the  impractical 
bility  of  vessels  reaching  the  island  against  the  monsoon.  The 
monsoons  only  blow  in  the  tropics,  and  Hong  Kong  is  on  their 
verge.  It  is  true  the  wind  blows  for  a  long  period  of  the  year, 
(from  October  to  May)  down  the  Formosa  channel;  and  vessels  at 
this  s^son  go  outside  the  channel;  but  sometimes  beat  through; 

for  instance,  the  "  Omega,'*  a  small  schooner,  commanded  by 
Captain  White,  one  of  the  most  intelligent,  enterprizing,  and  skil- 

ful officers  on  the  coast  of  China,  left  Chusan,  13th  June,  1843, 
went  to  Hong  Kong  and  Macao,  delivered  her  downward  and  re- 

ceived her  upward  cargo,  and  arrived  in  Chusan  harbour  the  39th, 
being  somewhat  under  sixteen  days.  This  was  thought  much  of 
at  the  time,  but  in  June,  1844,  answers  to  letters  were  received 
by  saibng  vessels,  &om  Hong  Kong  in  nine  days  from  the  time 
of  their  being  written  in  Chusan.  The  China  coast  as  far  north 
as  Chusan,  and  the  entrance  of  the  Yangtzekang  river,  is  bold, 
steep^  and  skirted  with  islands,  where  good  anchorage  may  always 
be  found. 

The  harbour  of  Chusan  is  superior  to  that  of  Hong  Kong,  more 
easy  of  access  and  egress  in  all  winds,  and  safer  in  a  tjrphoon.  No 
gale  cap  raige  a  sea  in  Chusan  harbour.  The  holding  ground  is  a 
tenacious  clay,  and  when  the  junks  are  driven  on  shore,  owing  to 
their  imperfect  moorings,  they  drive  on  a  mud  bank,  firom  whence 
they  easily  get  off  in  fine  weather.  Sixty  sail  of  British  vessels 
liave  anchored  in  Chusan  harbour  at  once,  and  the  adjacent  safe 

and  large  harbour,  termed  "  Spithead,''  would  contain  treble  that 
number  of  vessels.  Excellent  anchorage  exists  throughout  the 
whole  Chusan  Archipelago,  which  is  accessible  to  vessels  proceed- 

ing in  any  direction  to  or  &om  Chusan. 
It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  throughout  the  whole  year,  Chusan  is  to 

mndwardofthe  adjacent  ports  and  mainland  of  China;  so  that 
ships  of  war,  or  transports,  can  at  any  period  with  certainty  enter 
the  Yangtzekang  in  a  few  days  after  leaving  Chusan  harbour. 
Naval  commanders  will  immediately  perceive  the  great  importance 
of  such  an  advantage. 

Military  Position. — A  glance  at  the  map  of  China,  will  in- 
stantly demonstrate  the  many  advantages  which  Chusan  possesses 

as  a  xnilitary  station.  Midway  between  the  northern  and  southern 
extremities  of  this  immense  empire ;  at  the  entrance  of  the  vast 
Yangtzekang,  which  divides  China  into  two  parts,  by  means  of 
the  net  work  of  canals  all  centring  in  this  river,  affording  a 
cheap  and  ready  water  communication  with  Peking,  and  all  the 
richest  cities  and  most  fertile  plains ;  sufficiently  distant  from  the 
mainland  to  prevent  observation,  and  to  guard  against  a  surprise ; 
in  a  healthy  climate,  abounding  in  commissariat  supplies,  and  .with 
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tlM  most  important  maritime  advantages,  Chnsan  may  justly  bt 
termed  the  iby  ̂   Ckimm.  [Soch,  I  liear,  it  has  also  been  sums 
called  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington.] 

Two  regiments,  a  conple  of  frigates,  and  two  steamers,  would  bs 
safflcient,  if  stationed  at  Chnsan,  not  only  to  keep  the  whole  en- 
pire  of  China  in  check,  bnt  even  to  act  on  the  offensive,  enter  the 
Vangtsekang,  ooeapy  the  month  of  the  grand  canal,  and  in  ons 
week  dictate  terms  of  peace  without  seeking  any  reinforcement 
from  India*  A  flat  country,  thickly  peopled,  by  an  unwarliks, 
effeminate,  and  commercial  race,  collected  in  numerous  lai^  cities^ 
can  never  resist  even  a  small  well«organized  invading  force.  Our 
occupation,  would,  therefore,  tend  to  preserve  peace  between  Chins 
and  England. 

The  following  extracts  from  Dr.  Gutzlaff's  '^  Retrospect  of  two 
years'  peace''  written  at  Hong  Kong,  November,  1841i,  after  he 
had  seen  the  previous  remarks,  entirely  confirm  my  remarks  :-^ 

''  Chnsan  will  hold  a  very  prominent  place  in  the  histcnry  of  oar 
commerce  and  intercourse  with  this  country,  whatever  the  politi- 
cal  events  may  be  in  future.  As  a  mere  territorial  possession  its 
advantages  will  be  considerable.  The  tea  that  grows  on  the  is- 

land is  fit  for  exportation,  though  not  carefully  prepared  for  a 
foreign  market,  it  is  merely  sold  at  Suehoo,  and  other  place9  ia 
Keangsoo.  There  is  space  enough  unoccupied  by  any  other  eol* 
tivation  which  could  be  carefrdly  planted  with  tea  shrubs,  and  the 
proper  tea-men  invited  for  this  branch  of  the  trade  from  ths 
Sunglho  hills,  about  seven  days  distance  from  Ningpo.  With  s 
small  expense  of  capital,  Chusan  and  the  neighbouring  islands 
might  produce  instead  of  ten  to  twenty  boat-lcNads  as  at  prssent, 
the  same  number  of  ship-loads  of  green  tea. 

'^  The  silk-worm  thrives  in  the  island,  but  is  now  merely  kq[»t  bf 
a  few  females,  who  take  an  interest  in  weaving  home  dresses. 
People  brought  up  from  their  childhood  in  this  branch  of  industiy 
could  be  brought  from  Hangchoo,  (one  day's  sailing  distance  from Chusan). 

.  ''  The  island  is  fertile,  and  contains  a  densCj^  industrious,  agrieuL- 
tural  population,  who  though  more  than  ten  times  the  number  of 
the  Chinese  inhabitants  of  Hong  Kong,  require  not  one<4fth  part 
of  the  police  establishment  for  keeping  them  in  order. 

''As  a  fishing  station  Chusan  possesses  great  advantages.  The 
catching  of  the  "  mandarin  fish"  during  the  spring  piondis,  is  a 
very  extensive  and  lucrative  bnriness  to  the  inhabitants,  and  em^ 
ploys  a  large  capital,  and  numerous  boats.  For  the  whde  tiheiy 
Chusan  presents  great  facilities,  for  during  summer  the  fish  go  to 
the  Japanese  seas,  and  along  the  coast  of  Korea,  whither  they  have 
never  yet  been  pursued.  Vessels,  therefore,  fitting  out  in  the 
island  would  be  just  in  the  track. 

''  As  a  commercial  emporium  few  places  in  Asia  can  vie  in  paint 
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cf  rituation  with  Chusan.  On  the  opposite  main  are  the  most 
floimshing  cities  as  respects  manufactures  as  well  as  commerce. 
In  its  neighbourhood  the  largest  rivers  of  China  disembogue^  and 
these  will  always  be  the  high  road  of  commerce.  It  is  only  two 
days  sail  from  Japan^  the  same  from  Korea^  and  though  the 
former  country  still  remains  hermetically  sealed^  and  the  other 
has  always  kept  aloof  &om  contact  with  the  whole  world,  they  can- 

not always  maintain  this  exclusion  of  national  intercourse. 
Chusan  is  a  half-way  station  between  the  northern  and  southern 
provinces,  and  was  as  such  visited  by  large  numbers  of  junks 
before  the  conquest.  Inasmuch  as  it  ought  now  to  be  an  object 
of  our  constant  endeavour  to  open  new  outlets  for  British  manu- 

factures, no  spot  on  earth  presents  such  facilities  as  Chtisan  at  the 
present  moment. 

'^  As  a  station  for  European  troops  the  climate  is  most  favour- 
able ;  it  is  congenial  to  the  European  constitution,  and  the  soil 

would  produce  all  the  fruits  and  vegetables  to  which  we  are  ac- 
customed at  home,  if  properly  planted  and  cultivated.  The  im- 

perfect attempts  made  for  that  purpose  have  well  succeeded,  and 
the  mountains  might  be  clad  with  the  vine,  instead  of  with  the 
dwarf  fir  which  now  covers  their  sides. 

"  On  account  of  the  great  rise  and  fall  of  tide,  docks  might  be 
constructed  on  "  Tea  island^'  or  on  the  north  coast  of  Chusan,  for 
the  repair  of  vessels,  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  neigh- 

bouring Korean  islands  produce  firs  and  oaks  of  the  best  quality, 
excellently  adapted  for  the  use  of  carpenters  and  shipwrights. 

''In  a  political  point  of  view  Chusan  appears  in  the  most 
favourable  light.  The  great  political  maxim,  of  always  as 
much  as  possible  to  keep  the  peace  with  the  Celestial  Empire,  ean 
never  be  so  well  attained  as  by  retaining  possession  of  this  island. 

''The  neighbourhood  of  a  British  force  so  near  the  great  canal, 
and  only  about  five  day^  sail  fnm  PdAng^  will  always  make  like 
great  Empercar  very  careful  to  adopt  any  measures  that  may 
wound  the  feelings  of  the  ne^hbouring  foreigners,  and  in  case  of 
such  an  event,  ti^e  appearance  of  a  few  steamers  at  Kwachoo  or 
Chinkeangfoo  would  soon  change  the  views  of  the  great  monarch. 

"  In  A^  the  observance  of  treaties  does  not  arise  from  any  con- 
viction that  they  are  an  obligation  binding  on  both  parties  j  but 

it  springs  from  sheer  necessity,  and  the  moment  this  powerful 
law  is  not  in  operation  all  engagements  are  null  and  void.  The 
best  guarantee  for  the  maintenance  of  our  treaty  will  be  the 
British  occupation  of  Chusan.  Its  possession  by  England  will 
reifeder  the  mandarins  more  conscientious  and  willing  in  executing 

tiie  behest  of  their  sovereign,  and  the  great  monarch  m(»*e  de- 
sirous of  conciliation,  than  when  our  fleets  and  armies  are  stationed 

at  the  otiier  extremity  of  the  empire.  Chusan  will  prove  the  bridle 
for  restraining  the  wild  and  ungovernable  passions  of  Muhchan- 
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gah's  party^  and  for  keeping  England  free  frt>m  all  interference  in 
the  politick  affairs  of  China. 

'^  In  case  of  an  European  war^  Chusan  wonld  prove  a  very  valua- 
ble post  for  the  protection  of  our  shippings  and  the  expiQsion  of 

any  enemy  from  those  seas;  and  without  such  a  station^  the 
northern  trade^  which  ere  long  will  be  lai^er  than  the  southern, 
would  be  exposed  to  imminent  dangers. 

''  We  would  look  upon  Chusan  as  another  Malta,  not  in  point  of 
natural  strength,  but  of  political  importance  for  the  maintenance 
and  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  a  commerce,  which  after  the 
opening  of  Japan,  and  Korea,  and  the  access  to  Mantchouria,  will 
certainly  rival  the  whole  of  our  Mediterranean  trade. 

**yf\iii  a  fourth  of  the  money  spent  on  the  ungrateful  soil  of  Hong 
Kong,  Chusan  would  have  exhibited  a  larger  and  more  beautiful 
city  than  we  shall  ever  behold  on  the  straggling  hills  of  this  colony. 

'^  If  changes  occur, — ^if  difficulties  in  the  performance  of  the  treaty 
arise, — if  China  resumes  its  perfidious  conduct, — if  other  foreign 
powers  strive  to  obtain  the  mastery  in  its  councils,— if  the  country 
is  agitated,  and  trade  must  seek  a  safe  asylum,  then  the  permanent 
occupation  of  Chusan  mil  become  the  most  tahitary  measure  that 
could  be  adopted  for  preserving  British  ascendancy  and  influence  in 

Eastern  Asia*' Lieutenant  Ochterlony,  a  distinguished  officer,  who  resided  some 

time  at  Chusan,  says,  '^  as  a  residence  for  Europeans,  it  is  unde- 
niably most  desirable;  with  almost  every  article  of  luxury  or 

necessity  for  the  table  readily  procurable ;  with  a  climate,  allowing 
many  absolutely  cold  months  during  the  year ;  the  greater  part  of 
the  remainder  temperate,  and  not  oppressive ;  vnth  the  most  lovely 
landscape  meeting  the  eye  wherever  it  rests;  with  advantages  of 
healthfril  exercise,  including  the  great  essential  of  sea  bathing, 
and  many  others  that  need  not  be  enumerated,  it  affords  every 
promise  of  becoming  in  the  due  course  of  time,  and  that  a  very 
short  one,  one  of  the  most  popular,  interesting  and  salubrious  stations 

offered  to  Her  Majesty's  troops  in  the  Eastern  Colonies ;  and  which 
as  a  place  of  trade,  should  it  be  practicable  so  far  to  overcome  the 
prqudices  and  fears  of  the  Chinese,  as  to  allow  of  our  retention  of 
it,  (Chusan)  with  a  fair  prospect  of  the  ports  on  the  mainland  being 
opened  to  us,  its  value  is  undoubtedly  great,  presenting  features 
of  attraction  sufficient  to  render  it,  in  many  essential  respects,  as 
important  a  fief,  as  has,  of  late  years,  been  added  to  the  British 

Crown.'' 
In  Mr.  Lindsay's  journal  of  the  voyage  of  the  Sylph  up  the 

coast  of  China,  in  which  reference  is  made  to  the  insular  places,  he 

says — ''  superior  to  all  is  the  island  of  Chusan  :  the  advantages  of 
A  central  situation  on  the  coast,  communicating  with  the  very 
heart  of  China,  of  anchorages,  harbours,  fertility,  population,  cli- 

mate, are  here  all  united ;  Ningpo,  Hangchow,  Shanghae,  and 
Japan,  are  distant  only  a  few  days  sail.     Among  these  numerous 
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islands^  (the  Chusan  group)  tfiere  are  almost  as  many  valuable  har- 
boursj  or  places  of  perfect  security  for  shipi^  of  any  burthen.  This 
advantage^  together  with  that  of  their  central  situation  in  respect 
to  the  eastern  coast  of  China,  and  the  vicinity  of  Corea,  Japan, 
Leookaoo,  and  Formosa,  attract  considerable  commerce/' 

These  opinions  of  Dr.  Gutzlaff,  of  Lieutenant  Ochterlony,  and 
Mr.  H.  M.  Lindsay,  were  not  seen  until  after  my  report  on  Chusan 
had  been  sent  from  China  to  England ;  and  since  I  arrived  in  Eng- 

land, I  am  happy  to  find  that  all  the  views  I  formed  respecting 
Hong  Kong  and  China,  are  entirely  coincided  in  by  a  distinguish- 

ed civil  servant  of  the  East  India  Company. 
Sir  James  Urmston,  who  presided  for  some  years  over  the 

East  India  Company's  affairs  at  Canton,  in  1833  satisfactorily 
pointed  out  the  many  and  serious  disadvantages,  under  which 
our  trade  was  carried  on  at  that  port,  and  at  the  same  time  forci- 

bly illuafoated  the  important  benefits  which  would  be  bestowed  on 
British  interests,  by  our  permanent  possession  of  Chusan,  or,  if 
that  could  not  be  accomplished,  the  sanction  of  the  Chinese  go- 

vernment to  our  trading  at  that  island. 
The  circumstances  of  the  war  with  China,  the  capture  of,  and 

our  occupancy  of  Chusan,  until  restored  to  the  Chinese,  afford 
ample  proof  of  the  value  and  importance  of  Chusan,  and  fully 

corroborate  the  accuracy  of  Sir  James  Urmston's  views,  opinions, 
and  remarks,  relative  to  this  fine  island."*^ 

Sir  James  Urmston  rightly  observes,  *'  Chusan  is  not  only  most 
advantageously  placed  for  general  trade,  but  is  in  fact,  close  to 
those  districts  which  are  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
British  and  other  foreign  trade ;  that  is,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tea 
and  silk  districts,  and  of  those  marts  where  British  merchandize 
and  manufactures  are  required  and  diffused,  as  well  as  those  arti- 

cles which  are  exported  to  China  from  our  dominions  in  India,  and 
from  the  settlements  in  the  Malacca  straits,  and  in  the  eastern 
Archipelago. 

"  Chusan  is,  moreover,  admirably  placed  and  adapted  for  offensive 
and  defensive  naval  and  military  operations,  as  well  as  for  inter- 

cepting the  Chinese  coasting  trade,  which  passes  up  and  down  the 
(^oast  of  China,  especially  near  to  Chusan,  to  an  immense  extent 
and  value ;  Chusan,  in  fact,  lays  in  the  very  track  of  that  trade, 
and  of  the  junks  which  trade  with  Japan,  Loochoo  Islands,  Eas- 

tern Archipelago,  Manilla,  Borneo,  Cochin  China,  Siam,  Batavia, 
Malacca,  and  Singapore,  and  other  places  to  the  southwai^^d  of  China. 

"  The  harbour  of  Chusan  is  one  of  the  finest  and  best  sheltered  in 
tto  world,  and  the  whole  island  might  be  defended  by  a  very  mo- 

derate number  of  troops,  and  a  small  naval  force. 
'^  Viewing  the  question  of  a  settlement  on  the  coast  of  China,  in 

all  its  bearings,  it  is  undeniable  that  this  fine  island  possesses  ad- 

•  The  Hon.  Frederick  Bruce,  late  Colonial  Secretary  at  Hong  Kong,  also  speaks 
of  Chusan  as  a  fine  island. 
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▼antages,  infinitely  superior  to  any  other  on  the  whole  coast  of 
China,  whether  we  view  it  in  a  geographical,  commercial,  or  politi- 

cal sense ;  and  were  we  so  fortunate  as  to  possess  Chusan,  or  be 
allowed  to  trade  there,  it  is  doubtless,  that  a  most  flourishing  and 
successful  trade  would  speedily  spring  up,  largely  benefitting  the 
Chinese  of  all  classes  in  that  quarter,  and  proving  most  important 

and  advantageous  to  British  enterprise  and  commerce/' 
Since  the  termination  of  the  Chinese  war.  Sir  James  Urmston 

has  expressed  the  following  opinions  and  remarks  : 

"  The  opening  of  the  four  ports  to  the  eastward  to  us,  renders 
that  of  Canton,  of  minor  importance ;  indeed,  the  less  we  have  to 
say  or  to  do  at  that  place,  the  better :  the  intolerable  arrogance, 
and  extortionary  spirit  and  rapacity  of  the  local  officers  of  govern- 

ment, and  the  insolence  of  the  people  there,  towards  foreigners^ 
will,  I  suspect,  remain  with  them ;  this  will  arise  from  a  violent 
vindictive  feeling  towards  us,  not  only  in  consequence  of  the  exam- 

ple we  made  of  them  during  the  war,  and  our  impolitic  and  un- 
accountable forbearance  in  not  inflicting  on  them  the  full  mea- 

sure of  chastisement  which  they  so  amply  merited,  but  the  opening 
of  the  ports  to  the  eastward  to  us,  has  materially  curtailed  the 
British  trade  at  Canton,  deprived  the  Hong  merchants  of  their 
unnatural  and  objectionable  monopoly ;  and  at  the  same  time 
checked  to  a  certain,  but  limited  extent,  the  cupidity  of  the 
Chinese  officers  of  government  at  that  port. 

"  Canton,  moreover,  is  one  of  the  worst  places  on  the  whole 
coast  of  China,  for  foreign  trade,  for  the  obvious  reason,  that  none  of 
the  articles  we  export  from  England  or  India,  are  either  required 
or  diflused  in  that  quarter,  but  are  sent  to  the  marts  of  their  de- 

mand, in  the  northern  and  eastern  provinces,  and  all  articles  of 
our  in\port  from  China,  are  conveyed  by  inland  transit  from  the 
above  provinces  to  Canton. 

"  With  regard  to  Hong  Kong,  that  island  never  can  prove  of 
the  smallest  benefit  or  value  to  us,  beyond  a  mere  rendezvous  ior 
shipping,  and  that  we  at  all  times  commanded  and  possessed, 
before  we  took  possession  of  this  insignificant  and  useless  island ; 
and  most  of  the  neighbouring  islands  possess  equal  advantages  in 
this  respect.  It  never  can  become  an  emporium,  unless  for  opium, 
if  that  trade  continues.  Any  articles  of  commerce  which  British 
traders  might  expect  to  find  at  Hong  Kong,  would  necessarily  be 
brought  from  Canton,  and  would  doubtless  pass  through  the  hands 
of  those  very  monopolists  whom  our  merchants  and  traders  now 
so  loudly  and  justly  complain  of,  at  that  port.  It  is  idle,  and  a 
delusion,  to  imagiue,  as  has  been  suggested  in  some  of  the  pubUc 
journals  of  the  day,  that  the  tea  and  other  Chinese  merchants, 
will  convey  their  teas  and  other  commodities  from  the  provinces  to 
Hong  Kong,  direct  by  sea.  They  have  hitherto  invariably  de- 

clined 80  doing,  in  respect  of  Canton,  having  preferred  the  circuit- 
ous and  tedious  route  to  that  place  by  inland  transit.     It  is  very 
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improbable^  therefore,  that  they  will  at  the  present  day  alter  their 
system,  in  favour  of  Hong  Kong,  which  is  double  and  treble  the 
distance,  from  the  north-eastern  ports,  than  Canton  is;  with 
the  additional  risk  of  a  long  sea-voyage.  The  Chinese  merchants 
in  the  provinces  have,  moreover,  now  infinitely  less  inducement  to 
proceed  to  the  southward  with  their  goods  and  merchandize,  espe- 

cially to  such  an  out  of  the  way  place  as  Hong  Kong,  because  the 
opening  of  the  ports  to  us  to  the  eastward,  has  bestowed  upon 
them  foreign  customers  at  their  own  doors. 

''  British  merchants,  therefore,  trading  with  China,  cannot  on  any 
reasonable  or  plausible  grounds,  expect  to  come  in  contact  at  Hong 
Kong  with  Chinese  tea,  and  other  merchants  from  the  provinces. 
Let  our  merchants  and  traders  in  China,  who  are  clinging  to  Can- 

ton, withdraw  entirely  from  that  objectionable  port,  and  direct 
their  commercial  proceedings  to  the  ports  newly  opened  to  us — 
especially  Ningpo  and  Shanghai,  and  where  a  fair,  if  not  a  promis- 

ing field,  is  open  to  them,  if  they  avail  themselves  wisely  and  judi- 
ciously of  the  prospect;  but  much  must  depend  on  themselves,  as 

well  as  on  the  Chinese,  to  ensure  success.     The  Chinese  in  that 
quarter,  and  at  Chusan,  are  a  superior  class  ,to  the  Canton  people, 
and  are  well  disposed  towards  us.     The  excellent  and  exemplary 
conduct  and  deportment  of  our  troops  and  seamen,  and  of  all  our 
countrymen,  during  their  occupancy  of  Chusan,  has  left  a  very 
favourable  impression  on  the  Chinese  of  all  classes  in  that  quarter, 
and  this  is  best  proved  by  the  regret  generally  and  openly  avowed 
by  them  on  our  recent  restoration  of,  and  departure  from,  that 
island. 

"  After  the  admirable  and  masterly  manner,  in  which  Admiral 
Sir  William  Parker  conducted  a  fleet  of  fifty  or  sixty  sail  of  ships 
of  war,  steamers,  and  transports,  two  hundred  miles  up  the  Yang- 
tzekang,  capturing  (in  conjunction  with  our  gallant  troops),  the 
extensive,  strongly  fortified,  and  important  city  of  Chinkiangfoo, 
and  virtually  capturing  Nankin,  the  ancient  metropolis  of  the  em- 

pire, it  cannot  but  be  a  subject  of  surprise  and  regret,  that  we  did 
i^t  stipulate  for,  and  insist  on,  the  free  navigation  of  the  Yangtze- 
kaj|^,  as  high  as  Nankin;  with  the  privilege  of  trading  at  Nankin, 
Chini^eangfoo,  and  the  opposite  port  of  Quachow,  and  for  the 
cessiouy  in  perpetuity  to  us,  of  the  island  of  Chusan. 

"  It  is  undeniable,  that  had  these  points  been  attained  by  the 
British  goVipiment,  the  most  important,  not  to  say  immense,  ad- 

vantages would  have  resulted  to  us — far  surpassing  the  privilege, 
important  and  valuable  as  it  is,  of  trading  at  the  four  new  ports 

which  the  treaty  of  peace  opened  to  us.  This  cannot  be  considered  ' 
as  a  mere  speculative  opinion :  the  locality  and  nature  of  the  quar* 
ters  above  mentioned  are  well  known  and  understood  by  those 
acquainted  with  China,  pr  with  Chinese  geography,  and  can  as- 

suredly be  attested  by  those  of  our  countrymen  who  shared  in  the 
triumphs  of  the  Chinese  war,  and  by  those  who  during  the  cam* 

3d2 
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paign,  or  since  the  teimination  of  hostilities^  have  visited  that  em- 
pire, in  whatever  capacity." 

These  valuable  remarks  of  a  practical  and  experienced  mind^ 
are  now  generally  acknowledged  as  a  truthfiil  exposition  of  what 
ought  to  have  been  our  policy  in  China^  and  an  effort  was  made 
in  the  following  letters  to  impress  the  importance  of  Chusan  on 

Her  Majesty's  government.  As  another  war  with  China  is  now 
expected^  in  consequence  of  our  past  mistakes^  the  statements  here 
made  may  on  a  future  occasion  be  useful. 

To  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Her  Miyesttfs  Treasury  \-^ 

Her  Mqfesty's  TVeasury,  Hong  Kong,  November  14, 1844. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  20th  September,  1844,  accom- 

panying my  report  on  the  island  of  Chusan.  The  maps  explana- 
tory of  that  report,  were  not  then  copied ;  and  I  have  now  the 

honour  to  forward  them  in  this  inclosure. 
The  necessity  for  the  retention  of  Chusan  as  a  Bfitish  colony, 

is  now  being  fully  acknowledged  by  all  persons  whose  judgments 
are  not  biassed  by  their  individual  interests.  Moreover,  it  has 
been  recently  shown  that  the  Chinese  have  the  power,  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  to  cut  off  all  supplies  from  this  barren  rock,  and  to 
stop  all  labour  here.  For  forty-eight  hours  no  work  was  done  in 
Hong  Kong,  and  the  markets  were  ̂   empty.  It  was  only  by  re- 

scinding the  registration  ordinance  (No.  16,  of  2l8t  August,  1844), 
that  labour  was  resumed,  the  shops  re-opened,  and  the  markets 
again  supplied  with  the  daily  food  required  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Victoria. 

I  adhere  to  every  statement  which  I  made  in  my  report  on 
Hong  Kong,  which  has  been  transmitted  by  Mr.  Davis  to  Lord 
Stanley. 

There  is  no  perceptible  commerce  but  that  of  opium;  very 
few  vessels  in  the  harbour,  and  the  tea  trade  at  Canton  is  as  per- 
fectly  independent  of  Hong  Kong  as  if  the  island  did  not  essist. 

I  yesterday  furnished  Commissary-Oeneral  Coffin  with  an 
estimate  of  the  sum  of  money  which  I  will  require  from  him  for 
the  ensuing  year,  viz.,  150,000/. ;  this  is  independent  of  the  ex- 

pensive outlay  now  being  incurred  by  Major  Aldrich,  of  the  engi- 
neers, on  various  works.  I  would  again  respectfully  intreat  their 

Lordships^  consideration  of  the  inutility  of  this  large  expenditure 
of  the  public  money  on  Hong  Kong,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
diminishing  its  establishments  to  a  scale  commensurate  with  the 
wants  and  circumstances  of  the  island. 
No  money,  talent,  or  energy  can  ever  make  Hong  Kong 

worthy  the  name  of  a  British  colony.     Its  decided  insalubrity. 
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incapability  of  fortifications^  precarious  means  of  supply,  distance 
from  the  scene  of  any  future  belligerent  operations  (the  Yang- 
tzekang),  and  powerlessness  of  any  efficient  check  and  control 
over  the  Chinese  government^  render  the  island  utterly  worthless 
for  military  purposes. 

The  absence  of  trade  is  now  beginning  to  make  the  few  mer- 
chants who  have  built  houses  here  repent  of  their  outlay,  and  some 

have  even  said  they  would  cheerfully  undergo  the  loss  of  their 
capital  invested  in  buildings,  if  the  seat  of  the  British  Government 
were  transferred  to  Chusan.  Unfortunately,  several  gentlemen 
who  have  been  in  China,  and  who  are  now  in  England,  hold  land 
and  houses  here,  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  their  opinions  will 
be  given  adversely  as  regards  the  transference  of  the  seat  of  the 
British  Grovemment  from  Hong  Kong  to  Chusan. 

I  am  ready  to  prove,  on  the  most  incontrovertible  evidence,  to 

Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  that  neither  commercially,  financially, 
politically,  or  socially,  can  there  be  any  justifiable  grounds  what- 

ever for  this  expenditure. 
Whatever  public  character  I  may  possess,  I  am  prepared  to 

stake  it  on  the  issue  of  this  subject ;  and  should  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  deem  my  views  erroneous,  I  am  also  prepared  to  incur 

the  sacrifice  of  my  position  as  one  of  Her  Majesty's  servants. 
I  cannot  conscientiously  continue  to  receive  the  salary 

awarded  to  my  office,  and  remain  silent,  when  I  perceive  that  a 
great  error  has  been  committed,  and  that  England  is  under  the 
delusion  of  being  engaged  in  founding  a  colony  on  the  frontiers 
of  China,  which  will  be  a  permanent  advantage  to  her  trade — a 
lasting  credit  to  her  character — and  a  powerful  means  of  estab- 

lishing and  of  extending  her  civilizing  influence  over  one-third  of 
the  human-race. 

While  viewing  our  trade  with  China  as  one  of  vast  importance 
I  cannot  foi^et  that  there  are  other  subjects  of  equal,  if  not  of 
superior,  consideration. 

Happily  these  subjects  are  not  antagonistic,  but  collateral: 
whatever  gives  political  power  and  Christian  influence  to  England 
in  China,  affords  the  means  of  expanding  her  commerce,  and  of 
strengthening  her  intercourse  with  the  myriads  of  industrious  and 

intelligent  people,  on  whose  shores  she  is  now  irrevocably  estab- lished. 

The  position  which  England  has  assumed,  the  treaty  which 
she  has  forced  on  China,  (which  has  thus  been  opened  to  all 
Europe  and  America,)  and  the  shock  which  the  late  war  has  given 
to  the  Tartur  Government,  and  which  may  probably  end  in  the 
dismemberment,  if  not  destruction,  of  the  Tartar  empire  of 
China,  all  indicate  the  great  responsibility  we  have  incurred. 

England  cannot  remain  passive  in  Cluna — there,  as  elsewhere, 
she  must  advance  or  recede;  the  latter  is  impossible;  and  the 

former,   if  uncontrolled,  will  plunge  her  into  the  greatest  diffi- 
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culties.  The  abandonment  of  Chnsan,  in  January^  1845,  and  the 
retention  of  Hong  Kong  as  the  sole  settlement  of  Qreat  Britain 
in  China^  will^  ere  long,  by  the  force  of  pecnliar  circumstances, 
lead  to  our  territorial  occupancy  on  the  mainland  of  China ;  a 
measure  greatly  to  be  deprecated  and  condemned. 

But  by  our  retention  of  Chusan  island,  there  could  be  no  ex- 
cuse for  seeking  a  continental  occupancy  :  it  is  large,  fertile,  salu- 

brious, well  peopled,  and  admirably  situated  for  commercial,  mili- 
tary, maritime,  and  social  purposes. 

Abundant  scope  would  thus  be  given  for  developing  the  ener- 
gies of  Oreat  Britain,  and  remove  all  plea  of  necessity  for  estab- 

lishing ourselves  on  the  mainland. 
Whether  China  be  a  foe  or  a  friend,  England,  by  the  occupa- 

tion of  Chusan,  would  be  prepared  to  defend  or  to  aid,  as  circum- 
stances might  demand.  Whether  war  or  peace  prevailed  in 

Europe,  equally  advantageous  would  be  our  position  to  resist  an 
enemy,  or  to  encourage  the  trade  of  the  western  world. 

The  permanent  occupation  of  Chusan  by  England  involves  so 
many  considerations  of  the  highest  importance,  that  I  trust  their 
Lordships  will  excuse  the  earnestness  with  which  I  seek  their  im^ 
mediate  and  deep  investigation  of  the  question;  and  that  they 
will  be  pleased  to  overlook  any  strong  expressions  which  I  may 
have  used  in  my  reports  on  Hong  Kong  and  on  Chusan. 
Twenty  years  have  been  devoted  to  an  investigation  of  the 

colonies  of  England,  and  I  trust  their  Lordships  will  deem  that 
the  long  study  of  this  vast  subject,  and  the  personal  examination 
of  many  of  our  transmarine  possessions,  have  qualified  me  to 
form  and  to  express  an  early  opinion  on  the  British  position  in 
China. 

If  the  sentiments  I  have  endeavoured  to  convey,  relative  to 
the  utter  inutility  of  a  large  governmental  expenditure  on  Hong 
Kong,  and  to  the  great  importanoe  in  every  point  of  view  of  per- 

manently occupying  Chusan,  be  productive  of  the  desired  result, 
I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  I  have  endeavoured  to 
do  my  dnty,  and  I  hope  iu  some  degree  to  justify  the  confidence 
reposed  in  me, 

I  have,  &c. 
R.  M.  Martin, 

Colonial  TVeasurer. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  R.  Peel,  Bart,,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury , 

Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  Hong  Kong,  November  14,  1844. Sir, 

I  most  respectfully  solicit  your  early  perusal  and  consideration 
of  two  reports  which  I  have  prepared  on  the  islands  of  Hong  Kong 
and  Chusan. 
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Governor  Davis  has  transmitted  the  "  Report  on  Hong  Kong*' 
to  Lord  Stanley,  and  the  "  Report  on  Chusan'^  to  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen.  I  have  transmitted  copies  of  these  reports  to  Mr. 
Trevelyan,  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  with  an  ex- 

planatory letter  of  this  date. 
When  Lord  Stanley  did  me  the  honour  of  selecting  me  for 

the  duties  of  treasurer,  I  believe  his  Lordship  expected  that  any 
information  I  acquired  here  should  be  devoted  solely  to  Her  Ma- 

jesty's service. 
In  fulfilment  of  what  I  deemed  my  duty,  I  collected  all  the 

facts  bearing  on  the  present  position  and  future  prospects  of  Hong 
Kong ;  and  while  at  Chusan,  on  sick  certificate,  I  examined  into 
the  value  of  that  island. 

These  inquiries  have  produced  on  my  mind  a  strong  convic- 
tion of  the  inutility  of  Hong  Kong  as  a  British  colony,  and  of  the 

necessity  of  retaining  Chusan,  if  we  desire  to  preserve  peace  with 
China,  to  secure  our  trade,  and  to  extend  our  influence.  The  ex- 

penditure from  the  British  Treasury  on  this  coast,  is  about  half  a 
million  sterling  per  annum ;  and  of  this  sum  the  civil  expenditure 
on  Hong  Kong  alone  is  estimated  at  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum.  I  have  in  vain  sought  for 
any  justifiable  reason,  either  as  regards  the  existing  state  of  the 
island,  or  any  rational  expectation  as  to  the  future,  which  can 
sanction  a  civil  expenditure  on  this  barren,  useless,  unhealthy  rock, 
of  more  than  10,000/.  or  15,000/.  per  annum. 

The  possession  of  Hong  Kong  is  not  of  the  slightest  aid  to 
the  tea  trade  at  Canton.  The  presence  of  a  single  ship  of  war, 

one  of  Her  Majesty^s  frigates,  or  steam-vessels,  at  Whampoa,  would 
be  a  more  efi^ectual  protection  to  the  tea  trade  and  commerce  of 
Canton,  than  any  army  or  force  that  could  be  established  at 
Hong  Kong,  which  protects  nothing,  produces  nothing,  and  may 
within  thirty-four  hours  have  its  daily  supplies  of  food  entirely 
cut  off  by  even  the  Chinese  resident  on  the  island,  as  has  been 
shown  during  the  past  fortnight,  when  the  markets  were  emptied, 
the  shops  shut,  and  all  labour  stopped  for  forty-eight  hours,  until 
an  obnoxious  government  ordinance  (No.  16,  of  2l8t  August,  1844) 
was  rescinded. 

My  opinion  of  the  worthlessness  of  this  rock,  is  confirmed  by 
the  entire  absence  of  trade,  after  three  and  a-half  years  continued 
British  occupation,  and  an  immense  expenditure  for  civil,  military, 
and  naval  disbursements ;  by  the  dreadful  waste  of  life — for,  ac-^ 

cording  to  Major  General  D^Aguilar,  one  European  regiment  will 
be  entirely  destroyed  by  death  within  the  space  of  three  years ;  by 
the  incapability  of  fortifying  the  island  at  almost  any  expense,  if 
a  garrison  could  be  kept  alive,  or  if  there  were  a  necessity  of 
defending  anything — or  commanding  any  point  or  pass  of  the 
slightest  value ;  by  the  impossibility  of  raising  a  revenue  to  de-? 
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fray  one-tenth  of  the  amoont  of  the  mere  civil  expenditure ;  and 
by  the  failure  of  all  attempts  to  induce  any  class  of  respectable 
Chinese  to  settle  here  with  their  fiimiUes. 

An  examination  of  the  map  of  China  will  show  that  Hong 
Kong  is  situated  at  the  extremity  of  a  line  of  coast  extending 
nearly  2,000  miles;  that  its  geographical  position  is  disadyanta- 
geous  for  even  commanding  the  wide  entrance  or  estuary  of  the 
Canton  river ;  and  that  the  navigation  of  the  entire  China  seas 
from  north  to  south,  is  entirely  independent  of  Hong  Kong. 

The  adjacent  mainland,  nearly  as  rugged,  rude,  and  barren  as 
the  island,  is  occupied  by  a  scanty  but  hostile  population,  of  preda- 

tory habits,  and  devoid  of  the  civilization  and  peaceful  commercial 
character  of  the  people  to  the  northward. 

Should,  unfortunately,  another  war  take  place  between  Eng- 
land and  China,  the  seat  of  belligerent  operations  would  be  the 

Yangtzekang  river,  and  not  that  of  Canton. 
The  distance  of  Hong  Kong  from  the  Yangtzekang,  and  the 

difficulty  of  proceeding  thither  with  a  large  armament  in  the  cold 
and  practicable  season  during  the  north-east  monsoon,  demonstrates 
its  valuelessness  for  military  or  nautical  purposes. 

As  a  commercial  station.  Hong  Kong  is  a  decided  failure;  from 
the  landing  of  Captain  Elliot  here  in  January,  1841,  to  the  pre- 

sent moment,  there  has  been  no  Chinese  trade ;  no  European  or 
native  craft  attracted  hither  for  mercantile  gain;  Mr.  Davis  is 
unwilling  to  impose  even  a  small  tonnage  or  harbour  duty,  lest 
the  few  European  vessels  that  now  touch  here  might  be  deterred 
from  entering  the  port.* 

As  regards  social  influence,  or  Christian  principles,  their  dis- 
semination in  China  through  Hong  Kong  is  utterly  impossible. 

The  island  is  a  receptacle  for  any  thief,  pirate,  or  robber,  who  can 
escape  fi*om  the  mainland ;  and  in  the  worst  penal  settlement,  life 
and  property  are  more  secure  than  in  this  island.  It  was  only 
yesterday  that  an  ordinance  passed  the  legislative  council,  enabling 
the  governor  to  proclaim  martial  law  in  any  part  of  the  island, 
with  a  view  to  the  immediate  destruction  of  bands  of  robbers 

and  pirates.  Taking  every  point  into  consideration,  and  ex- 
amining it  in  the  most  favourable  aspect,  I  cannot  discern  any 

one  advantage  which  England  gains  by  the  retention  of  an  island 
which  can  never  become  a  colony,  a  commercial  port,  or  a  fortress. 

*  **  We  have  no  native  merchants  settled  in  the  colony ;  neither  is  produce  imported, 
nor  goods  exported,  to  any  of  the  five  ports,  except  it  be  on  British  account ;  and  all 
mercantile  transactions  are  concluded  at  these  ports,  whilst  the  harbour  of  Hong  Kong 
is  completely  deserted.  Not  an  anchor  of  a  junk  is  dropped  in  the  bay  of  Hong  Kong ; 
they  flee  from  it  as  man  would  from  a  pestilence.  •  •  •  •  •  Honff 
Kong,  a  free  port,  is  deprived  of  all  trade,  further  than  the  transhipment  of  goods,  and 
a  supply  of  articles  for  local  consumption,  the  commissions  upon  which  would  barely 

pay  the  expenses  of  a  first  class  mercantile  establishment." — (Extract  from  Editorial 
article  in  the  "  Friend  of  China,  and  Hong  Kong  Gazette,"  No.  186,  for  November^ 1844.) 
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If  left  with  a  superintendent^  a  small  local  corps  of  Malays  as 
a  police  force^  a  ship  of  war  in  the  harbour^  and  with  a  municipal 
power  in  the  inhabitants  to  assess  themselves  for  police^  &c.^  the 
British  flag  might  remain^  and  time  would  show  whether^  under 
the  most  perfect  freedom^  Hong  Kcmg  would  be  aught  but  an 
opium  depdt. 

I  am  aware  that  the  view  here  taken  of  Hong  Kong  will  be 
opposed  by  several  gentlemen  now  in  England^  whose  opinions  how- 

ever must  necessarily  be  influenced  by  their  being  owners  of  houses 
and  building  locations  on  this  rock^  from  which  considerable  profits 
are  derived.  Some^  also^  unwilling  to  acknowledge  an  error  in 
judgment^  and  others  fearful  of  losing  in  position^  income^  or  pro- 

perty^ will  object  to  a  transfer  of  the  seat  of  Government  from 
Hong  Kong  to  Chusan ;  or  to  any  reduction  of  the  large  govern- 

ment expenditure  on  Hong  Kong.  But  their  opinions  will^  I  doubt 
not,  be  considered  with  due  caution,  as  are  those  of  all  men  whose 
sentiments  are  guided  by  their  immediate  personal  interest,  or  by 
those  motives  which  almost  imperceptibly  bias  the  judgment. 

If  a  commisirion  were  appointed,  I  doubt  not  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty^s  government  would  obtain  full  and  impartial  statements  on 
Hong  Kong  and  on  Chusan.  My  report  on  Chusan  will,  I  trust, 
tend  to  demonstrate  that  the  qualities  which  are  wanting  to  make 
Hong  Kong  a  British  colony,  are  all  to  be  found  at  Chusan. 

Its  geographical  position  at  the  central  point  and  to  windward 
of  the  coast  of  China — opposite  the  great  Yangtzekang  river — 
within  twenty-four  hours^  communication  with  Nankin  and  the 
other  large  cities  and  towns  on  the  borders  of  that  vast  artery  of 
the  Chinese  empire,  whose  trade  may  thereby  be  immediately  and 
ejffectually  controlled ;  its  proximity  to  the  PeUio  and  Yellow  rivers ; 
its  secure  haven  and  spacious  harbours  around ;  the  ample  size, 
great  fertility,  numerous  agricultural  population,  healthy  climate, 
capability  of  contributing  a  revenue  to  meet  an  adequate  civil  es- 

tablishment, and  perfect  adaptation  for  a  naval  and  military  sta- 
tion— all  indicate  its  importance  as  a  position  by  which  England 

can  maintain  peaceful  relations,  and  at  the  same  time  develope  her 
trade  with  China^  with  Japan,  Corea,  Mantchouria,  and  the  neigh- 

bouring islands. 
These,  and  various  other  considerations,  all  point  out  the  ad- 

vantage of  our  being  permanently  established  at  Chusan,  whence 
a  single  war-steamer  could,  in  twenty-four  hours,  be  prepared  to 
stop  the  fleet  of  6,000  grain  junks,  bearing  each  2,000  peculs  of 
grain,  valued  at  two  dollars  per  pecul,  or  the  24,000,000  taels  of 
silver,  which  annually  pass  the  Yangtzekang  to  Fekin,  and  thus 
avoid  the  grievous  calamity  of  another  war. 

I  have  endeavoured.  Sir,  briefly,  though  I  fear  very  imperfectly, 
to  bring  this  subject  under  your  earnest  and  early  examination, 
because  I  know  of  no  question  connected  with  the  eastern 
hemisphere  which  involves  higher  considerations  for  England,  par« 
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ticularl^  if  we  reflect  that  the  condition  of  one-third  of  the  human 
race  is  interested  therein,  and  that  a  weighty  and  solemn  responsi- 

bility rests  on  England  with  regard  to  her  position  in  China. 
I  believe  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  China,  more  than  even  for 

that  of  England,  that  Chusan  were  a  British  colony ;  and  that  but 
a  brief  period  will  elapse  ere  the  Celestial  Government,  whether 
Tartar  or  Chinese,  will  rejoice  that  they  have  a  powerful,  equitable, 
and  friendly  nation  so  adjacent  to  their  shores,— one  whose  main 
object  is  peaceful  and  profitable  commerce,— who  desire  no  teiri- 
torial  aggrandizement, — and  whose  best  interests  are  identified  with 
the  tranquillity,  prosperity,  and  independence  of  the  government 
of  China. 

The  dispatch  of  an  Ambassador  Extraordinary,  of  high  rank 
and  of  tried  ability,  to  the  Court  of  China,  would  (especially  at  the 
present  moment)  be  productive  of  beneficial  results,  and  well  worthy 
any  expense  which  might  be  incurred.  The  permanent  cession  of 
Chusan  to  England  might  be  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  such  a 
mission ;  but  to  be  successful,  no  person  who  has  been  formerly 
connected  with  trade,  either  individually  or  on  behalf  of  the  East 
India  Company  at  Canton,  should  be  the  representative  of  his  sove- 

reign— even  if  he  possessed  the  statesman-like  qualifications  neces- 
sary to  the  mission,  and  which  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  for  any  man 

who  has  been  the  greater  part  of  his  life  at  Canton,  keeping  re- 
cords or  supplying  the  tea  trade,  to  possess. 

By  diplomatic  policy, — peaceful  relations,  advantageous  inter- 
course, and  a  secure,  profitable,  and  commanding  position  on  the 

coast  of  China,  may  be  accomplished.  But  the  evacuation  of  Chusan, 
in  December,  1845,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  precursor  of  a  dis- 

astrous state  of  aflPairs  for  British  interests  in  China. 
I  am  ready  to  undergo  the  expense  and  fatigue  of  a  journey 

overland  to  England,  and  also  the  sacrifice  of  half  my  salary — if 
six  months  leave  of  absence  be  granted  me — in  order  that  I  may 
personally  substantiate  the  information  which  I  have  acquired; 

and  should  Her  Majesty's  ministers  deem  my  views  erroneous,  and 
that  I  have  erred  in  seeking  this  leave  of  absence,  I  am  also  pre- 

pared to  incur  the  loss  of  my  official  appointment. 
Any  suffering  or  degradation  would  be  preferable  to  witness- 

ing the  pursuance  of  an  erroneous  policy,  fraught  with  great  injury 
to  England,  but  which  may  be  averted  by  prompt,  judicious,  and 
timely  measures. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 
E.  M.  MARTIN, 

Treasurer, 

The  opinions  of  Sir  H.  Pottinger,  and  of  several  persons  in 
England  who  had  been  officially  employed  in  China,  and  who  had 
bazaars,  houses,  and  building  allotments  in  Hong  Kong,  prevailed 
Against  my  representations;  the  Government  at  home  naturally 
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listened  to  their  suggestions^  not  knowing  the  interested,  pecuniary, 
and  personal  motives  which  dictated  those  suggestions,  and  I  was 
censured  by  the  government  of  Hong  Kong  for  venturing  to  give 
an  opinion  contrary  to  that  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  especially  as 
"  Her  Majesty^s  Government  had  expressed  their  high  approbation 
of  the  several  details  and  representations  with  which  they  had  been 

furnished  by  Sir  H.  Pottinger  connected  with  the  colony  ̂ ^  (Hong 
Kong).  I,  therefore,  prepared  a  "  Minute  on  the  British  position 
and  prospects  in  China,^^  in  which  the  whole  case  was  calmly 
examined,  and  transmitted  it  to  Her  Majesty's  government  with  the 
annexed  vindicatory  letter : — 

To  his  Excellency  J.  F.  Davis,  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary. 
H.  M.  Treasury,  Hong  Kong, 

Sir,  April  19,  1845. 
Anxiously  solicitous  for  the  welfare  and  perpetuity  of  the 

British  Empire,  and  accustomed  for  several  years  to  examine  the 
policy  of  England  with  foreign  states,  I  have  been  induced  to  pre- 

pare a  minute  on  the  '  British  Position  and  Prospects  in  China/ 
This  minute  I  have  now  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Excel- 

lency, with  my  respectful  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  trans- 
mit it  along  with  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  this  minute,  as  well  as  in  my  reports  on  Hong  Kong  and 
Chusan,  I  have  ventured  to  impugn  the  policy  pursued  in  China 
by  the  predecessor  of  your  Excellency.  Whatever  effect  this  free 
comment  and  exposition  of  public  acts  may  have  on  my  personal 
interests,  is  of  little  moment  compared  with  the  evil  which,  in  my 
opinion,  a  non-rectification  of  those  acts  is  capable  of  inflicting  on 
England. 

Neither  as  a  servant  of  the  crown,  nor  as  a  private  individual, 
can  I  surrender  my  right  of  judgment  on  the  public  conduct  of 
any  public  man;  nor  do  I  think  that  any  personage,  however 
exalted,  or  however  infiEdlible  he  may  be  deemed,  can  claim  an  ex- 

emption from  that  fair  and  open  criticism  which  is  the  privilege 
and  advantage  of  a  free  state.  I  do  not  think  that  the  high 
character  for  manliness  and  integrity  which  Sir  H.  Pottinger  is 
reputed  to  possess,  would  make  him  wish  to  stifle  an  examination 
of  his  policy,  if  the  object  of  that  examination  be,  as  mine  has 
been,  the  advantage  of  the  common  weal. 

The  impartial  examination  and  discussion  of  a  line  of  public 
policy,  operating  at  a  distance  of  15,000  miles  from  the  seat  of 

government,  is  essentially  necessary  to  enable  Her  Majesty's 
ministers  to  form  a  correct  and  stable  judgment  on  the  important 
interests  involved  in  the  present  position  and  future  prospects  of 
England  in  China ;  and  if  I  am  singular  in  the  opinions  I  have 
formed,  and  stand  alone  in  opposition  to  the  high  approbation 
which,  I  think,  has  been  erroneously  given  to  the  jpast  system  of 
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policy^  I  feel  regret  at  being  compdled  to  differ  from  those  who 
are  my  superiors^  and  for  whom,  publicly  and  privately,  I  entertain 
a  sincere  respect.  With  an  humble  yet  earnest  hope  that  your 
ExceUency  will  examine  this  minute,  as  regards  its  imperfections, 
with  an  indulgent  yet  enlarged  and  generous  spirit,  and  that, 
irrespective  of  the  past,  or  of  individual  considerations,  you  may 
be  enabled,  in  accordance  with  your  own  patriotic  feelings,  to  pro- 

cure for  England  a  more  permanent  and  secure  footing,  and  a 
more  extended  and  beneficial  intercourse,  than  we  now  enjoy  in 
China, 

I  have,  &c., 
R.  M.  MARTIN, 

Trecawrer. 

Sir  Henry  Pottinger  still  maintained  the  assertion  that  Hong 
Kong  was  preferable  to  Chusan,  and  assigned  reasons  why  he  con- 

tinued to  prefer  the  former  to  the  latter.  I,  therefore,  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  1845,  the  following  answers  to  Sir 

H.  Pottinger's  four  reasons,  in  the  hope  that  the  truth  would  be established  before  the  final  evacuation  of  Chusan. 

I.  '  /  cannot  say  that  Hong  Kong  was  selected  by  me,'  [Sib  H. 
PoTTiNGBR.]— In  the  draft  treaty  sent  out  to  China  from  the 

Foreign  Office,  printed,  there  was  a  blank  after  the  word  '  islands.' 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger  had  only  to  name  the  word  Chusan,  and 
England  would  have  obtained  that  valuable  possession;  or  he 
might  have  written  after  'islands'  Hong  Kong  and  Chusan. 
When  Captain  Elliot  temporarily  located  at  Hong  Kong,  we  had 
not  occupied  Chusan ;  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  had  resided  on  both 
islands  then  in  our  possession,  and  made  Hong  Kong  his  choice. 
Several  of  Sir  H.  Pottinger's  suite,  officers,  and  friends  had  se- 

lected Hong  Kong,  and  secured  the  most  valuable  sites  for  build- 
ing, previous  to  the  treaty  of  Nankin,  viz.,  Lieut.-Colonel  Malcolm, 

his  secretaiy,  and  Mr.  Woosnam,  his  doctor;  Mr.  Johnston,  de- 
puty superintendent  and  lieut.-govemor;  Major  Caine;  [and, 

subsequently,  Mr.  Ghordon,  the  relative  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 
and  surveyor-general  of  Hong  Kong.]  The  Malcolm,  Morgan, 
and  Ochterlony  bazaars  were  then,  and  are  still,  the  best  positions 
and  property  in  Hong  Kong. 

II.  '  ̂   the  two  places,  Hong  Kong  and  Chusan,  were  at  nay 
disposal  to-morrow,  I  should  prefer  Hong  Kong  J — I  do  not  think 
there  is  one  disinterested  person,  who  has  seen  both  islands, 
who  would  give  the  preference  to  a  small,  barren,  unhealthy,  traf- 
fickless  rock — ^producing  nothing — commanding  nothing,  not  even 
the  mouth  of  the  Canton  river — devoid  of  European  or  native 
commerce— with  a  thieving,  piratical  population,  and  situated  dis- 
advantageously  at  the  southern  end  of  China,  as  compared  with 
a  large,  fertile,  salubrious,  healthy,  and  richly-cultivated  island, 
yielding  abundance  of  food  and  produce — admirably  adapted  for  a 
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commercial  entrep6t  with  Japan^  Corea,  Mantchouria^  Northern 
and  Central  China^  Sec. — commanding  the  entrance  of  the  great 
Yangtzekang — contiguous  to  the  richest  and  most  civilized  and 
densely-peopled  districts  of  China — containing  a  numerous^  peace- 
fill,  civil,  industrious,  thriving  agricultural  population — and  most 
advantageously  situate  at  the  central  part  of  the  coast-line  of  an 
empire  2000  miles  long. 

III.  *  I  am  quite  sure,  to  have  retained  Chusan  would  have  been 
a  heavy  ecspense  to  Great  Britain,* — Chusan,  if  not  burthened  with 
an  unnecessarily  large  civil  establishment,  would  defiray  all  its  ex- 

penses the  first  year.  100,000  fixed  agricultural  and  trading  in- 
habitants could  easily  contribute  2$.  Gd.  per  annum^  or  even  5s. 

per  head — £12,000  to  £25,000  a-year.  Hong  Kong  has  not  one 
respectable  Chinese  inhabitant,  out  of  15,000  to  20,000 ;  they  are 
coolies,  peddling  traders,  and  thieves.  Even  with  the  aid  of  enor- 

mously high  land-rents  firom  Europeans,  and  with  an  immense 
government  expenditure  for  the  last  four  years,  at  least,  for  build- 

ing, it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  raise  £12,000  or  £15,000 
a-year  revenue ;  and  of  this,  the  expected  rent  from  building-lots 
constitutes  more  than  two-thirds.  The  police  and  police  magis- 

trates' expenses  are  alone  about  £10,000  a-year,  although  there  is 
a  large  garrison,  European  and  native,  and  a  fieet  of  ships  of  war 
in  the  harbour.  At  Chusan,  the  whole  police  expenses  are  not 
£500  a-year. 

The  civil  cost  of  Hong  Kong  alone  is  about  £50,000  per  annum, 
the  military  about  £150,000,  and  the  naval  about  £100,000.  On 
a  low  computation,  this  useless  rock  drains  from  the  British  exche- 

quer a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling,  without  being  of  the  slightest 
benefit  to  England. 

lY.  '  Chman  would  have  brotight  government  into  constant  un- 
pleasant discussion  unth  the  Chinese;  for  it  is  needless  to  deny  that, 

though  the  people  are  quite  obedient  to  their  own  mandarins,  yet  tvith 
strangers  they  are  extremely  troublesome/ — The  advantageous  dis- 

tance of  Chusan  from  the  mainland  removes  the  possibility  of  col- 
lision with  the  Chinese  government ;  whereas  Hong  Kong,  being 

within  one  mile  of  the  mainland,  is  better  calculated  to  lead  to 
this  apprehended  but  very  remote  contingency. 

The  people  of  China  are  not  obedient  to  their  own  mandarins, 
as  is  supposed.  In  Canton  and  Foochoo,  the  mandarins  acknow- 

ledge they  cannot  control  the  populace ;  but  at  Chusan,  the  in- 
habitants are  attached  to  our  rule,  anxious  for  its  continuance,  sub- 

missive and  civil  wherever  we  go — and  scrupulously  honest.*    Not 

*  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  a  traveller  in  the  East,  dated  Octo- 
ber 17,  1844  :— 

"  I  left  that  pleasant  spot  (Chusan)  with  many  feelings  of  regret*  As  my  first 
abode,  there  were  many  pleasing  associations  connected  with  it,  and  I  shall  always 
look  back  to  my  long  residence  there  as  one  of  the  most  happy  periods  of  my  life. 
We  continued  on  the  best  possible  terms  with  the  people ;  no  community  could  be 
more  peaceable  than  that  of  Chusan,  and  nowhere  could  life  and  property  be  more 
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a  homicide  baa  been  committed  in  tbe  island  since  it  has  been  in 
our  possession;  but  very  few  petty  larcenies,  and  the  property 
generaUy  recovered ;  not  a  row,  a  tumult,  or  the  slightest  symptom 
of  discontent  or  of  dissatisfaction.  The  English  residents  are 
much  pleased  with  the  inhabitants.  At  Hong  Kong,  robberies 

and  piracies  are  of  nightly  occurrence;  and  after  five  years'  resi- 
dence on  the  island,  and  with  the  protection  of  a  large  police  and 

military  and  extensive  naval  force,  no  European  retires  to  rest 
without  pistols  under  his  pillow  or  on  his  toilet-table. 

R.  M.  MARTIN. 

The  subject  is  of  such  great  importance  to  British  interests  in 
China,  and  involves  so  materially  the  responsibility  of  servants  of 
the  Crown  in  a  distant  part  of  the  empire,  by  imposing  on  them  the 
duty  of  sacrificing  their  immediate  personal  interests  to  the  weir 
fare  of  the  State,  when  they  conscientiously  believe  they  see  waste 
and  mismanagement  of  the  treasures  and  interests  of  their  country 
that  it  is  necessary  to  append  the  following  correspondence,  in 
elucidation  of  a  point  not  yet  settled  in  our  colonial  policy,  and 
which  involves  far  more  than  mere  personal  or  individual  consi- 
derations. 

To  the  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Stanley^  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies, 

[Transmitted  through  Governor  Davis  to  his  Lordship.] 
H.  M,  Treasuryy  Hong  Kong,  July  8,  1845; 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  solicit  your  Lordship's  perusal  of  the 
inclosed  correspondence  with  Governor  Davis,  and  a  consideration 
of  the  following  statement. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  in  this  island,  I  observed  that  there  had 
been  a  large  and  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  public  money  here, 
which  had  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  power  of  arresting  por- 

tions of  the  Chinese  indemnity  money,  in  its  transit  to  the  home 
exchequer. 

Perceiving  that  the  disbursement  was  daily  augmenting,*  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  even  at  the  hazard  of  losing  what  I  much 
covet,  the  confidence  and  support  of  your  Lordship,  to  state  openly 
my  opinions  to  my  superiors,  and  to  substantiate  them  by  facts; 
relative  to  the  time  nature  and  value  of  Hong  Kong,  and  to  its 

secure.    The  whole  island  presents  one  scene  of  honest  indastry,  and  the  happiness 
of  wiell  requited  labour." — Timest  London,  17th  December,  1844. 

*  Governor  Davis  declared  that  he  was  '  determined  to  spend  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  Chinelise  indemnity  money,  in  its  transit  to  England  ;  because,  after  that  supply 
ceased,  the  grants  voted  by  parliament  would  be  jejune  indeed.'  The  necessity  of  the 
expenditure  was  a  subordinate  ccnsideration.  The  leading  idea  of  many  governors  is 
to  create  a  favourable  impression  of  having  made  great  progress  in  public  works,  roads, 
&c.  This  used  to  be  frequently  done  by  grants  Irom  the  home  exchequer,  and,  as  ip 
the  case  of  Hong  Kong,  were  totally  unrequired  by  local  circumstance s 
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necessary  concomitant — ^the    British    position  and  prospects    in 
China. 

The  reports^  minutes,  and  papers,  written  in  support  of  these 
opinions,  were  transmitted  either  to  your  Lordship,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  or  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and 
as  I  understood  they  were  producing  some  effect  at  home,  by  sug- 

gesting various  inquiries,  and  causing  a  check  to  be  put  upon  the 
expenditure  here,  I  resolved,  although  my  health  and  constitution 
have  been  much  impaired  by  this  climate,  to  await  the  result  of 
those  inquiries,  and  the  correction  of  errors  which  time  and  cir* 
cumstances  generally  induce. 

Having  however,  recently  ascertained  that  Governor  Davis  is 

proposing  for  your  Lordship^s  sanction  a  further  expenditure  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars  for  civil  works  here,*  irrespective  of  the,  I 
think,  entirely  unnecessary  extent  of  outlay  incurred,  and  projected 
in  the  military  and  ordnance  departments ;  believing  that  Her 

Majesty's  government  must  be  under  great  misapprehension  rela- 
tive to  Hong  Kong,  and  to  our  affairs  and  position  in  China ;  and 

understanding  that  it  is  intended  to  evacuate  Chusan  in  February 
or  March  next,  without  any  attempt  at  negotiation  for  the  reten- 

tion of  that  most  valuable  and  important  island  (worthy  of  being 
an  Anglo-Chinese  colony,)  I  applied  to  Governor  Davis  for  six 
months'  leave  of  absence,  on  public  grounds,  in  order  that  I  might 
bring  the  whole  subject  under  a  complete  and  unbiassed  investi- 

gation, and  thus,  if  possible,  timely  correct  what  are  deemed  pri- 
mary  errors  of  national  importance. 

In  order  to  place  the  question  on  high  grounds,  I  offered  to 
give  up  alt  my  salary ;  to  incur  my  own  expenses  to  England;  to 
continue  my  bonds  of  pecuniary  security  to  the  Croum ;  and  to  for-- 
feit  my  commission  in  Her  Majesty's  service^  should  my  application: 
for  leave  of  absence  be  disapproved  of  at  home. 

The  governor  refused  the  leave  sought,  on  the  plea  that  I  was 
not  dying  and  requiring  change  of  climate ;  a  decision,  as  shown 
in  the  accompanying  correspondence,  contrary  to  the  obvious 

meaning  of  the  governor's  instructions  (chap.  iv.  p.  25,)  and  which, 
if  thus  interpreted,  would  make  every  colonial  servant  of  the  Crown 
an  exile  for  life,  or  subject  to  the  caprice,  favouritism,  or  vindictive- 
ness  of  any  colonial  governor. 

The  yet  unsettled  state  of  the  British  affairs  in  China;  the 
very  short  time  intervening  for  their  imperatively-required  better 
arrangement,  previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Chusan,  when  our  ex- 

penditure of  every  description  ought  to  undergo  the  most  careful 
revision  and  retrenchment ;  the  desire  to  prevent  the  contemplated 
expenditure  of  half  a  million  dollars  for  civil  works,  and  of  other 
unnecessary  projected  outlays ;  a  conscientious  belief  that,  as  a 
sworn  servant  of  the  Crown,  I  am  bound  to  lay  all  the  information 

*    I  only  ascertained  this  on  my  return  from  visiting  the  northern  consulates  in 
June,  1845,  and  immediately  endeavoured  to  check  this  waste  of  the  public  money. 
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I  ha¥e  ooBeeted  here,  before  Her  Mtqestfn  Ministers^  and  that  I 
can  only  effectually  do  so,  without  further  loss  of  time,  in  person ; 
have  compelled  me  to  adopt  the  only  attemative  in  my  power, 
namdy,  to  place  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Davis  my  resignation  as 

Her  Majesty's  Treasurer  for  the  colonial,  consular,  and  diplomatic 
aervices  in  China,  in  order  that  I  may  at  <mce  bring  the  whole 
matter  under  the  full  and  fair  consideration  of  your  Lordship,  and 
be  on  the  spot  in  case  of  necessity  for  reference. 

I  will  not  advert  to  myself,  personally ;  to  any  treatment  which 
I  have  experienced,  or  to  any  misinterpretation  of  my  motives  and 
conduct ;  these  are  points  of  comparatively  little  moment.  But  I 
do  eonfidenthr  hope  that  the  newness  and  vast  importance  of  our 
position  in  China ;  the  still  partial  blending  of  colonial,  diplomatic, 
and  eommeroial  affairs  here;  the  possible  imperfections  of  indivi- 

dual judgment,  arising  from  natural  causes  and  various  interests ; 
and  the  advantages  consequently  derivable  to  the  State,  from  a 
minute  examination  and  exposition  of  our  affairs  in  the  most  dis- 

tant, most  complex,  yet  least  understood,  settlement  and  relations 
of  the  British  Crown,  may  induce  your  Lordship  to  grant,  under 
the  pecuUar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  on  pubUc  grounds,  a 
court  of  inquiry,  previous  to  the  acceptance  by  my  Sovereign 
of  the  responsible  commission  with  which  Her  Majesty  was  gra- 

ciously pleased  to  invest  me. 
I  have,  &c., 

R.  M.  MARTIN. 

(The  following  is  the  correspondence  enclosed.) 
To  HU  Eafcellency  J.  F.  Davis,  Governor  of  Hong  Kong. 

H.  M.  TYeasury,  Hong  Kong,  June  18,  1845. Sir, 

In  my  recent  '  Minute  on  the  British  position  and  prospects 
in  China,'  I  ventured  to  indicate,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
judgment,  the  mistakes  committed  during  our  past  negotiations 
with  the  Chinese  authorities,  to  demonstrate  the  apparent  defects 
of  our  present  policy,  and  to  point  out  in  some  respects  the  course 
which  it  seems  advisable  to  pursue  previous  to  the  evacuation  of 
Chusan  in  February  next. 

Having  devoted  twenty  years  to  an  investigation  of  our  colo- 
nial and  commercial  relations,  I  believe  that  my  opinions  thereon 

receive  some  attention  at  home:  and  that  when  Her  Majesty's 
government,  unsolicitedly,  selected  me  for  office  in  China,  it  was  ex- 

pected that  I  would  be  enabled  to  collect  useful  information. 
Desirous  of  justifying  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  I  pre- 

pared and  submitted  several  reports  and  documents  to  your  Ex- 
cellency ;  and  these,  together  with  a  commercial  report,*  which  I 

am  preparing  for  the  Lords  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  for 

•  This  voluminous  report  has  since  been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Trade. 
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Trade,  will,  I  hope,  demonstrate  that  I  have  minutely  examined 
affairs  in  China. 

Although  several  of  the  conclusions  at  which  I  have  arrived, 
after  anxious  investigation,  may  be  at  variance  with  those  emana- 

ting from  high  authority,  I  trust  I  may,  without  arrogance,  ask  a 
full  and  fair  hearing  for  opinions  originating  in  integrity  of  mQtive 
and  a  solicitude  to  ascertain  what  would  be  most  conducive  to  the 

trade  and  permanent  interests  of  the  British  Empire  :  being  there- 
fore convinced  that  an  investigation  of  our  Anglo-Chinese  policy  is 

of  the  highest  importance,  on  general  as  well  as  on  financial  and 
commercial  considerations :  aware  that  the  sentiments  I  entertain 
find  little  concurrence  in  England,  from  several  gentlemen  who 

recently  filled  office  in  China ;  and  thinking  that  Her  Majesty's 
government  have  been  acting  under  some  erroneous  impressions, 

I  am  very  desirous  of  personally  placing  before  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  the  information  collected  and  the  opinions  thence  deduced, 
after  visiting  every  part  of  China  accessible  to  Europeans. 

For  this  purpose  I  have  the  honour  to  solicit  from  your  Excel- 
lency leave  of  absence  for  six  months,  on  the  following  terms : — 

Ist,     That  I  draw  no  salary  for  these  six  months. 
2nd.    That  I  defray  my  ovm  expenses  to  England, 

8rd.  That  if  Her  Majesty's  government  decide  tliere  were  no 
justifiable  grounds  for  this  application,  that  I  resign  my  present  office. 

By  granting  my  request,  no  detriment  whatever  can  accrue  to 
the  pubKc  service.  The  treasury  accounts  are  close  up,  the  books 
duly  balanced,  and  all  the  required  returns  will  be  made  on  the 
30th  June. 

I  believe  the  payments  on  account  of  public  works  will  be 
comparatively  small  for  the  next  six  months,  (or  until  final  orders 
from  home ;)  and  I  am  certain  that,  with  ordinary  care,  no  delay 
or  embarrassment  can  arise  in  the  colonial  treasury. 

Confiding  in  the  importance  of  the  information  which  I  believe 
it  to  be  in  my  power  to  convey,  and  in  the  probability  of  its  being 

duly  appreciated  by  Her  Majesty's  ministers,  I  ask  permission  to 
forego  adl  my  salary, — to  incur  considerable  expense, — to  destroy, 
perhaps,  my  remaining  health  by  travelling  during  this  hot  and 
adverse  season ;  and  further,  I  propose  to  risk  my  commission  in 

Her  Majesty's  service,  in  order  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
communicating  personally  to  the  authorities  at  home  the  result  of 
my  inquiries  in  this  country. 

I  have,  &c., 
R,  M,  MARTIN,  Treasurer, 

To  the  Hon.  F,  W.  A.  Bruce,  Colonial  Secretary, 
H.  M.  Treasury,  Hong  Kong,  June  24//*,  1845. Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  conveying  to  me  the  refusal  of  his  Excellency  the 

VOL.  II.  2e 
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Oovemor  to  grant  my  application  for  six  months'  leave  of  absence, 
on  the  following  grounds  : — 

Ist.  That  the  regulations  by  which  the  Governor  is  bound  as 
to  leave  of  absence  are  clear  and  peremptoir^  confining  such  leave 
to  cases  of  serious  indisposition,  requiring  change  of  climi^. 

2nd.  That  his  Excellency  does  not  feel  justified  in  incurring  am 
act  of  responsibility^  by  the  substitution  of  another  person  in  my 

place.    And— 
8rd.    That  by  granting  the  leave  sought,  his  Excellency  would 

materially  depart  from  the  usages  of  the  service. 
In  reply,  I  beg  to  observe  that,— 

1st.  The  words  of  the  regulations  (ch.  iv.  p.  25)  are,  **  Leave 
of  absence  should  be  confined  as  much  as  possible  to  cases  of  seri- 

ous indisposition,  requiring  change  of  climate.'^  The  regulations 
then  proceed  to  state  when  leave  should  be  granted  on  private  af- 

fairs.   A  fortiori,  leave  may  be  granted  on  public  affaira. 
2nd.  By  granting  the  leave  sou^t,  no  responsibility  whatever 

would  be  incurred  by  his  Excellency,  as  my  sureties  would  stand 
good  during  my  absence,  as  well  as  those  of  my  locum  tenens. 

3rd.  By  the  usages  of  the  service,  colonial  officers  frequently 
obtain  leave  of  absence  to  proceed  to  England  irrespective  of 
sickness. 

But,  Qven  were  the  regulations  clear  and  perenq>tory  against 
leave  of  absence  being  granted,  except  in  cases  of  imminently  fatal 
illness,  I  venture  to  think  that  the  novel  and  peculiar  position  of 
Great  Britain  in  China,  the  nature  and  prospects  of  this  island  as 
a  new  settlement,  and  the  many  years  which  I  have  devoted  to  the 
study  and  personal  examination  of  other  colonies,  and  to  the  inves- 

tigation of  the  commercial  and  financial  relations  of  England^ 
might  have  rendered  my  application  an  exception  to  the  genenU 
rule,  more  particularly  as  my  temporary  absence  would  be  no  de* 
triment  to  the  public  service,  and  as  I  offered  to  take  upon  myself 
all  the  responsibility  of  my  proceedings. 

I  put  aside  entirely  the  question  of  my  health,  although  it  has 
been  materially  shaken  by  my  residence  and  mental  labours  here ; 
life  or  death  is  of  little  moment,  compared  with  the  great  interests 
which  England  has  at  stake  in  China.  These  interests  are  too 
vast  and  pressing  to  be  affected  by  individual  considerations,  or  by 
the  ordinary  usages  and  proceedings  of  the  service  which  are  ap*,.. 
plicable  to  every-day  occurrences. 

Whether  I  am  right  or  wrong,  I  have  endeavoured  to  demon- 
strate in  my  report  and  minutes,  that  our  affairs  in  China  require 

immediate  and  special  reconsideration  a:iid  revision ;  that  time  and 
experience  have  made  manifest  several  mistakes,  which^  if  not 
rectified  previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Chusan  in  March  or  Febru- 

ary next,  will  be  a  subject  of  deep  regret  aud  serious  injury ;  and 
that  our  policy  and  proceedings  are  not  productive  oi  the  extended 
beneficial  results  which  the  British  nation  has  a  right  to  expect  in^ 
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Cliuia»  aud  net  oommensumte  with  the  laa*ge  expenditure  incurred on  this  coast. 

Fe^ng  strongly  on  these  points^  aa  of  great  national  importance ; 

belie^ing^  that  howe¥er  humble  my  situa4^ion  in  Her  Majesty^s  ser- 
vice, it  is  my  bounden  duty  to  my  Sovereign  to  bring  them  under  the 

^arly  serious  consideration  of  Her  Majesty^s  Ministj^s ;  and  deeming 
that  my  personal  attendance  is  indispensible  to  answer  questions 
on  the  spot,  which,  even  if  time  permitted,  could  not  be  done  by 
a  lengthened  and  tediops  correspondence ;  I  have  resolved  to  un- 

dergo the  responsibility  of  proceeding  to  England,  to  bring  the 

whole  question  under  the  immediate  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
government;  and  I  cannot  help  entertaining  a  confident  hope, 
that  when  the  magnitude  and  pressing  exigency  of  the  case  is  fully 
seen  and  understood,  and  the  motives  in  which  my  conduct  has 
originated  been  explained,  I  may  rely  on  the  justice  and  liberality 

of  Lord  Stanley  and  Her  Majesty's  Ministers. 
My  accounts  are  made  up,  and  the  moneys  under  my  charge 

ready  to  be  transfeired,  on  the  half-year  ending  30th  instant,  to 
whomsoever  his  Sxcelleskcy  may  be  pleased  to  direct  to  officiate  as 
treasurer.  I  have,  &c. 

R.  M.  Martin,  Treasurer. 
« 

The  reply  to  this  letter  was  a  mere  reference  to  the  previous 
decision  of  the  Governor,  who,  I  was  informed,  would  only  permit 

me  to  proceed  to  England  by  my  putting  the  word  "  resignation" 
into  my  letter.  I  tried  in  vain  to  avoid  this  ;  but  each  draft  letter 
was  rejected  by  the  Governor,  to  whom  it  was  submitted  by  the 
acting  colonial  secretary,  who  said  the  Governor  insisted  on  my 
resignation,  and  that  he  would  appoint  his  relative,  Mr.  Mercer, 
to  my  situation.  No  alternative  being  left  but  an  abandonment 
of  my  principles,  or  the  risking  of  my  position  and  prospects,  the 
following  letter  was  sent  in  on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  the  last 
vessel  of  the  season  for  Bombay. 

Her  Majesty^ s  Treasury,  Hong  Kong,  July  8,  1845. 
Sir, 

The  decision  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  on  my  letters  of 
the  19th  and  24th  ultimo,  refusing  me  leave  of  absence  for  six 
months  on  public  business,  and  with  a  view  to  what  I  deem  the 
public  good,  compels  me,  most  reluctantly,  to  adopt  the  only  alter- 

native of  requesting  his  Excellency  to  receive  my  resignation  as 

Her  Majesty's  Treasurer  for  the  colonial  and  diplomatic  services 
in  China,  until  I  can  bring  the  subject,  through  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  under  the  con^deration  of  my  Sovereign,  who^. 
was  graciously  pleased  to  appomt  me  to  the  important  office  andtr¥Si 
which  J  have  now  the  honour  to  place  in  the  hands  of  his  MLvcellenq^ 

2  E  2 



410       RETURNBD  TO  ENGLAND  WITH  THE  BEPOET. 

My  qnarterly  accounts  are  made  up  to  the  80th  June^  1845^  de- 
clared before  a  magistrate,  and  passed  by  the  auditor. 

I  beg  that  a  boa^  may  be  appointed  to  receive  from  me  the 
moneys  under  my  charge,  and  that  his  Excellency  wiU  state  to 
whom  I  am  to  transfer  the  accounts  and  books  of  my  department, 
and  the  vouchers  for  payment  made  by  me  since  30th  day  of  June 
last. 

In  order  that  1  may  be  enabled  to  pass  my  accounts  in  England, 
and  receive  for  myself,  and  for  my  sureties,  the  exchequer  quietus, 
I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  a  copy  of  my  day  cash  book  be 
furnished  me  firom  this  office.  I  have,  &c., 

B.  M.  Mabtin. 

I  hastened  to  England  with  the  Report  contained  in  these  pages 
in  time  to  stop  the  immediate  evacuation  of  Chusan,  and  to 

demonstrate  to  Her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  treaty  of 
Nankin  and  its  supplement  had  not  been  fulfilled  in  the  spirit 
or  in  the  letter;  I  was  assured  ̂ at  Chusan  would  not  be 
evacuated  by  us,  until  Canton  city  was  opened  for  our  residence, 
conformably  to  the  treaty.  For  six  months  after  the  payment  of 
the  last  instalment  of  the  indemnity  money,  Chusan  was  retained, 
and  at  last  evacuated  by  our  troops  on  the  mere  promise  of  the 
wily  Tartar  Keying,  that  as  soon  as  he  could  control  the  populace 
of  Canton,  the  city  should  be  opened  to  us.  No  sooner  was 
Chusan  evacuated,  than  the  predictions  made  in  November,  1844, 
to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  (see  page  369,)  were  manifested  by  the  riots  at 
Canton,  threatening  destruction  to  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
English,  who  were  obliged  to  shoot  several  Chinese  in  July  last,  at 
Canton,  in  self  defence,  for  Hong  Kong  was  no  more  protection  to 
our  countrymen  than  if  it  were  still  the  nest  of  a  few  pirates  and 
fishermen.  Such  has  been  the  unfortunate  result  of  our  proceed- 

ings in  China,  into  which  all  investigation  has  as  yet  been  denied, 
although  it  is  for  the  public  interest  that  a  searching  enquiry 
should  take  place. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

MACAO,  ITS  POSITION,  STATE,  &c. 

Portugal  and  England  are  the  only  European  nations  that 
have  territorial  settlements  oh  the  coast  of  China,  but  the  Portu- 

guese colony  is  in  a  far  better  position  than  that  of  the  English. 
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M^csiO,  originally  called  Port  de  Ama-cao,  from  a  Chinese  idol 

called  Amo,  is  situated  in  22°  11'  30'^  north,  and  11°  32'  3(y'  east 
erf  Greenwich,  built  on  a  hilly  peninsula,  in  the  Kwantung 
(Canton)  province,  contiguous  to  the  wide  estuary  of  the  Canton 
river  and  separated  from  the  large  island  of  Hangshan  by  a 
wall  across  the  isthmus.  The  whole  territory  is  estimated  at 
eight  miles  in  circuit.  The  greatest  length  from  N.E.  to  S.W. 
is  about  a  league,  and  the  breadth  is  less  than  a  mile.  It  is  nearly 
surrounded  by  water,  subject  to  the  ebb  and  flood  of  the  Canton 
river.  Two  ranges  of  hills  form  an  angle,  the  base  of  which  abuts 

the  anchorage.  The  town  is  built  on  a  gradual'slope  from  the  sea, 
which  gives  a  picturesque  effect;  it  has  many  shops,  several  ex- 

cellent public  buildings  and  a  very  handsome  quay,  called  the 

"  Praya  Grande/^  forms  a  pleasant  drive  in  the  front  of  the residence  of  the  Governor  and  several  other  excellent  mansions. 
A  campo,  or  plain,  stretches  eastward  of  the  town. 

Macao  is  a  roadstead,  but  there  is  a  good  harbour  called  the 
7)/pa  for  small  vessels,  in  an  island  opposite  Macao,  and  there  is  a 
well-sheltered  haven  for  vessels  of  400  tons.  A  battery  protects 
the  '^  Praya  GraTide/^  and  several  adjacent  commanding  hills 
have  forts  and  batteries,  but  although  perfectly  defensible  against 
any  force  the  Chinese  could  bring  against  the  place,  it  would  soon 
fall  before  any  European  invading  power.  There  are  several 
Roman  Catholic  Churches,  and  a  grand  Cathedral  has  nearly  been 
destroyed  by  fire.  Good  water  abounds.  The  markets  are  weU 
supplied  with  meat,  poultry,  fish,  vegetables,  and  fruits  of  various 
kinds.  The  climate,  although  in  the  same  latitude  as  Hong  Kong, 
from  which  it  is  eighty  miles  distant,  is  much  cooler,  and  indeed  has 
been  found  by  European  residents  to  be  very  salubrious.  It  is 
open  to  the  sea  breeze,  which  varies  with  the  changes  of  the 
monsoon,  and  it  is  remarked  that  the  seasons  in  which  there  are 
fewest  of  such  changes  are  the  most  salubrious,  and  the  winters 
in  which  there  is  much  southerly  wind  are  the  most  unfavourable. 

Fall  of  Rain,  per  guage,  at  Macao,  in  1831, 

Inches.    Sths. Inches .  Sths. 

January 
•              ■             " July      . .       4 4-8 February .1     2-8 August 7 — 

March .  —     7 
September .     11 

6-8 

April  . .   6      5 October .       9 2-8 
May  . .25     6-8 November 

.     ■>— 

6.8 

June  . .  7    6-8 December 

•        ̂ '^'" 

— 

History.  The  Portuguese  appear  to  have  settled  at  Macao 
about  the  year  1556,  when  it  is  supposed  the  Emperor  of  China 
granted  them  permission  to  reside  on  a  rock  or  peninsula,  by  their 
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stipulatixig  to  paj  tribute  or  grotind  rent;  and  duties  on  their 
merchandise.  This  concession  is  said  to  have  been  obtamed  in 
reward  for  their  haying  cleared  the  coast  of  pirates,  who  infested 
the  mouth  of  the  Canton  river. 

In  1560  the  Portuguese  commanded  the  trade  of  India,  Japan, 
and  China,  but  their  conduct  at  Ningpo  and  Macao  alarmed  the 
Chinese,  and  unfortunately  for  other  nations  the  Chinese  goyem- 
ment  placed  all  the  western  nations  on  the  same  footing.  Sub- 

sequently the  Chinese  confined  the  Portaguese  solely  to  the  port 
of  Macao ;  yarious  efPbrts  were  made  to  be  permitted  to  trade  to 
Canton,  without  success,  and  an  edict,  forbidding  them  to  yisit 
Canton,  or  any  other  port  in  China,  was  delivered  on  the  11th 
June,  1640.  This  however  was  soon  set  aside  by  bribery.  The 
intercourse  between  the  Portuguese  and  Chinese  is  given  in  part 
ii.,  vol.  i.,  page  369. 

The  Portuguese  now  claim  and  exercise  as  complete  sovereignty 
over  Macao  as  we  do  over  Hong  Kong,  and  have  a  much  better 
class  of  Chinese  living  at  Macao,  than  we  have  in  our  settlement. 

Government. — Macao  is  ruled  by  a   governor    aided   by  an 
elective  senate,  composed  of  two  judges,  and  three  aldermen,  who 
preside  alternately  for  a  month.    A  procurator  attends  the  sittings. 
According  to  existing  regulations,  all  matters  are  decided  by  a 
plurality  of  votes.    All  documents  having  reference  to  government 

must  be  registered  at  the  colonial  secretary's  office.    The  gover- 
nor presides  in  all  cases  civil  and  military,  has  charge  of  the  pre- 

servation of  the  peace  in  everything  that  concerns  foreigners  or 
natives ;  he  used  to  be  sent  from  Ooa  by  the  governor  of  that  place 
£ur  three  years,  but  is  now  I  think  nominated  direct  from  Lisbon. 
His  duty  is  to  report  to  Goa  and  Lisbon.    All  matters  under  discus- 

sion, according  to  law  ought  to  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
but  this  preliminary  is  dispensed  with  at  Macao.     When  the  go- 

vernor and  ministerial  members  coincide  in  opinion,  the  other 
members  have  only  to  sign  their  names.    Although  the  governor 
has  no  casting  vote,  he  may  oppose  any  motion.     Should  any- 

thing serious  or  disagreeable  ensue  between  the  senate  and  the 
governor,  the  bishop  (who  has  also  a  right  to  vote)  is  bound  to  en- 

deavour to  reconcile  the  contending  parties.     There  is  a  right  of 
appeal  to  the  supreme  tribunal  at  Ooa.     The  military  force  should 
amount  to  400  men  and  16  officers.     In  1884  the  whole  disposable 
force  of  sepoys  and  youths  of  the  city  who  enlisted,  amounted  to 
240  men.    A  soldier  receives  six  dollars  a  month,  and  a  suit  of 
regimentals  every  two  years. 

In  1784  the  sovereign  of  Portugal  ordered  an  examination  of 
the  accounts  of  the  senate  of  Macao,  and  discovered  a  deficiency 
of  320,000  taels,  which  had  been  fraudulently  made  away  with. 
It  was  impossible  to  impose  a  tax  without  destroying  the  settle- 

ment, and  the  sovereign  paid  the  debt ;  under  the  rigorous  admi- 
nistration of  De  Silva  a  new  order  of  things  was  establi^ed ;  in 

the  year  of  1802,  the  revenue  amounted  to  173,690  taels,  ever 
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siBce  it  has  declined^  and  of  late  years  kasi  iMt  exceeded  40^000 
taels^  07  41^>000  per  ammm. 

Beyenue  and  Expenditure. — The  revenue  of  Macao  was  for- 
merly raised  by  duties  on  goods  imported;  but  the  trade  has  been 

80  limited^  the  expenditure  of  late  years  exceeds  the  income^  and 
when  I  was  at  Macao^  (Jxdy  1844)  the  government  was  in  actual 
want  of  funds  to  meet  unavoidable  expenses^  although  redi^ed  to 
the  lowest  scale^  and  the  troops  were  showing  symptoms  of  mu- 

tiny. The  revenue  for  1834,  shews  the  gross  amount  of  duties 
was  75,283  taels,the  expenditure  for  the  same  period  89,900  taels, 
leaving  a  balance  of  excess  of  13,000  taels,  or  iE3,500  sterling. 

The  cost  of  Macao  is  stated  to  be  as  foUowa :  civil  establishment 
£4,144;  ecclesiastical  £1,555;  military  £8,141;  miscellaneous 
£1,591 :  total£15,431.  What  a  contrast  to  the  cost  of  Hong  Kong ! 

Population. — It  is  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  information  con- 

cerning the  population  of  Macao.  The  annexed  table  was  re- 
turned by  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  of  their  parishes.  It  s4)pears 

from  a  ministerial  memorandum,  that  no  Chinese  is  authorised  to 
establish  himself,  or  own  a  house,  in  Macao,  but  by  permission  of 
the  procureur  of  the  senate. 

The  decline  of  trade  for  the  last  twenty  years  has  compelled 
many  Chinese  to  seek  employment  elsewhere.  Including  the  ad- 

jacent villages  and  those  living  in  boats,  they  amount  to  about 
30,000  individuals.  •  Several  have  embraced  the  Roman  Catholic 
Religion,  but  the  reality  of  their  conversion  is  doubted.  The 
Portuguese  population  of  Mecao  was  in  1834. 
In  the  Parish  of  St.  Peter,  white  men         .         .        660 

»         women         .         .      1,057 

In  the  Parish  of  St.  Laurence,  white  men 
women M 

}y 99 
99 

99 
99 

In  the  Parish  of  St.  Anthony,  white  men 
women 99 

99 99 
W 99 99 

547 

834 

280 
415 

1,717 

1,381 

695 

Slaves  in  St.  Peter's  Parish,  male 
female    . 99 99 99 

99 99 

Slaves  in  St.  Laurence  Pariah,  male . 
female 99 99 

99 
99 99 

Slaves  in  St.  Anthony's  Parish,  male female fr 
99 

99 

99 

99 

147 383 

257 

305 

65 
143 

3,793 

530 

562 

208 

1,300 

5.093 
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Among  the  population  were  seventy-five  male  Fortnguese  born 
in  Portugal^  or  in  its  colonies^  (excepting  those  in  Asia)  constitu- 

ting the  government ;  one  civilian^  six  priests,  and  a  few  officers 
and  soldiers.    There  were  only  two  women  from  Portugal. 

The  policy  of  Portugal,  for  more  than  a  century,  was  to  relieve 
the  kingdom  from  vicious  subjects  by  sending  them  on  board  the 
royal  fleets  to  serve  in  India. 

Many  enormities  were  consequently  perpetrated  by  natives  of 
Portugal  in  the  east.  They  were  smugglers,  pirates,  merchants, 
and  commanders,  as  opportunity  suited.  It  was  from  this  stock 
that  the  first  inhabitants  of  Macao  sprung,  with  some  others  of  a 
better  mould.  Malay,  Japanese,  and  Chinese  women  became 
their  partners  in  nominal  wedlock.  Their  progeny  is  called  mon- 

grels. Next  to  this  class  are  those  whose  forefathers  were  either 
Malay,  Chinese,  or  Japanese  converts ;  they  are  equal  to  the  Por- 

tuguese in  free  citizenship.  In  1584,  there  were  at  Macao  900 
Portuguese,  besides  slaves  and  children ;  and  at  the  latter  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century  the  population  amounted  to  19,000  souls; 
in  1821,  there  were  4,600,  including  slaves,  Chinese  converts,  and 
women,  which  amounted  to  2,693,  nearly  one-half  of  the  total. 

Price  op  provisions  at  Macao. — ^Beef,  10  catties  per  dollar; 
mutton,  3  ditto,  ditto ;  pork,  8J  ditto,  ditto ;  fish,  10  ditto,  ditto  ; 
vegetables,  40  ditto,  ditto ;  fruit,  80  ditto,  ditto ;  wood  averages 
between  6  and  7  peculs  per  dollar. 

Wages. — ^A  coolie  per  day,  i  dollar;  ditto,  per  month,  4  dol- 
lars ;  an  artizan,  per  day  1  ditto ;  a  clerk,  per  month,  30  ditto. 

The  duties  levied  on  commerce  at  Macao  are  now  almost  no- 
minal, and  probably  by  this  time  it  is  a  free  port,  the  requisite 

wants  of  the  government  being  provided  by  an  income  tax.  Had 
this  been  done  in  1841-2,  few  of  the  English  merchants  would 
have  left  Macao  to  build  houses  at  Hong  Kong,  which  they  are 
now  abandoning.  The  present  Governor  of  Macao,  Senor  Amaral^ 
has  shewn  a  proper  spirit  in  chastising  some  Chinese  boatmen, 
who  endeavoured,  as  heretofore,  to  control  the  government  of 
Macao.  In  the  affray,  several  Chinese  were  killed;  and  when  the 
mandarins  came  to  Macao  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  Senor 
Amaral  declared  the  sovereignty  of  Macao  to  be  entirely  inde- 

pendent of  the  Government  of  China,  that  the  power  of  life  and 
death  was  in  his  hands  over  all  Chinese  resident  in  Macao,  and 
that  he  would  no  more  think  of  consulting  the  Chinese  autho- 

rities on  his  measures,  than  lie  would  consult  the  English,  or  any 
other  foreign  power.  This  decided  conduct  checked  the  Chinese 
officials ;  tney  feasted  with  Senor  Amaral,  and  went  away  appa- 

rently quite  contented.  If  Macao  continue  to  be  administered  in 
this  spirit,  and  to  be  made  attractive  to  the  English,  American^ 
and  other  foreigners,  it  will  tend  to  accelerate  even  the  present 
rapid  downfal  of  Hong  Kong. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

RUSSIAN  SETTLEMENT  OP  KIACHTA;  NATUEE  AND 

•    VALUE  OF  TRADE,  &c. 

The  intercourse  between  Russia  and  China  has  been  described 

in  the  previous  pages  of  this  work.*  In  conformity  to  the  treaty 
of  peace  between  Russia  and  China,  in  the  year  1728,  (see  vol.  i. 
p.  391,)  it  was  stipulated  that  the  commerce  between  Russia  and 
China  should  be  transacted  at  the  frontiers.  Accordingly,  two 
places  were  marked  out  upon  the  confines  of  Siberia,  where  they 
border  upon  the  Mongol  desert ;  one  near  the  brook  Kiachta,  and 
the  other  at  Zuruchaitu. 

Kiachta,  in  the  government  of  Irkoutsk,  at  the  extremity  of 
Eastern  Siberia,  on  the  northern  frontier  of  China,  is  situated  in 

124°  18'  longitude  from  the  Isle  of  Fero,  and  35°  N.  latitude;  dis- 
tant from  St.  Petersburgh  6,500  versts ;  from  Moscow  3,676  versts; 

and  from  Peking  1,025  versts.  It  is  a  neat,  regularly  built  town, 
situated  on  an  elevated  plain,  with  four  hundred  and  fifty  houses, 
and  four  thousand  inhabitants ;  the  brook,  of  its  own  name,  serves 
as  the  boundary  of  China  and  Russia.  The  Chinese  stipulated 
that  no  brick  or  stone  buildings  should  be  erected  but  the  Rus- 

sian church.  The  district  is  governed  by  a  counsellor  of  chancery, 
and  a  director  of  the  customs,  who  conduct,  between  them,  the 
judicial,  political,   military,  and  commercial  affairs. 

Beyond  the  frontier,  about  150  yards  distant,  is  the  Chinese 
town  of  Maimatchin,  the  place  of  commerce,  now  called  "  Old 
Kiachta,^'  the  residence  only  of  the  merchants;  no  oflScer  nor 
stranger  being  permitted  to  sleep  in  it,  according  to  an  article  of 

the  treaty.  The  town,  '^  Old  Kiachta,^^  as  it  is  called,  contains  a 
government-house,  barracks,  and  about  forty-five  dwellings,  some 
of  which  are  handsome  buildings;  the  warehouses  are  crowded 
with  goods. 

The  Chinese  town  Maimatchin,  or,  as  they  term  it,  FortisSj  is 
about  two  hundred  fathoms  from  the  old  town.  Captain  Coch- 

rane, who  visited  the  place  in  ]  824,  says,  "  It  is  a  small,  ill-built, 
mud  town,  tvitk  four  narrow  mud-paved  streets,  running  at  right 
angles,  containing,  during  the  fair,  ̂   from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred 
men ; '  no  females  are  allowed  in  under  any  pretence.'*  There  is  a 
wooden  screen  at  the  opening  of  each  street,  to  prevent  observa- 

tion. The  governor  is  generally  a  disgraced  mandarin,  who  has 

been  "  squeezed.^ 
yy 

*  See  vol.  i.  p.  386. 
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The  bouBes  are  without  windows  towards  the  streets,  and  are 
approached  by  a  narrow  court,  on  each  side  of  which  are  the  store- 

houses. In  the  centre  of  this  oblong  square  is  the  residence  of 
the  Chinese,  where  they  eat,  drink,  smoke,  and  carry  on  their 
business ;  it  is  divided  into  two  apartments.  The  first  is  appro- 

priated to  the  sale  of  the  goods ;  the  other  is  for  the  guests,  and 
differs  from  the  first  in  haying  a  raised  boarded  p]|itform.  By  the 
side  of  this  raised  part,  there  is  a  square  brick  stove  with  a  per* 
pendicular  cylindrical  excavation ;  from  the  bottom  of  this  stove 
a  tube  descends,  and  is  carried  under  the  platform,  and  finmi 
thence  to  a  chimney,  which  opens  into  the  street.  The  stove  is 
heated  with  small  pieces  of  wood,  and  the  warm  air  keeps  a 
moderate  temperature  in  their  houses. 

There  is  no  fortress  or  defence  to  Maimatchin,  where  about  five 
hundred  persons  remain  in  the  village  during  the  spring,  summer, 
and  autumxL.  Trade  continues  the  whole  of  the  year ;  there  is  no 
ceremony  now  observed  on  entering  the  Russian  or  Chinese 
villages  by  either  party;  formerly  it  was  otherwise.  A  merchant 
from  Irkoutsk — M.  Siberchoff — ^has  built  a  private  residence  at 
Kiachta,  which. is  said  to  have  cost  JE20,000.  The  travelling 
distance  from  Kiachta  to  Peking  is  said  to  be  1500  Russian 
miles,  which  occupies  a  courier  ten  days,  and  a  merchant  with 
his  goods  thirty  to  forty  days.  The  distance  from  Kiachta  to  the 
frontier  of  Cluna  Proper  is  stated  to  be  1000  mile^,  through  a 
well-peopled  country,  and  over  a  good  road,  well  provided  with 
horses  by  the  Mongols. 

By  some  the  distances  are  stated  to  be — ^From  St.  Petersburg 
to  Moscow  734  versts;  Moscow  to  Tobolsk  2,385;  Tobolsk  to 
Irkoutsk  2,918 ;  Irkoutsk  to  Kiachta  471 ;— 6,508  versts ;  or  4,338 
miles. 

From  Irbit  to  Tobolsk  420  miles ;  From  Irkoutsk  to  Nershink 
1,129;  Nershink  to  Zurukaitu  370;  From  Okotsk  to  Yakutsk 
972;  From  Yakutsk  to  Irkutsk  2,433;  From  Selenginsk  to 
Zurukaitu  850;  Zurukaitu  to  Peking  1,588;  Kiachta  to  Peking 
1,533  miles. 

The  Chinese  transport  their  goods  to  Kiachta  on  camels.  The 
journey  occupies  five  days  from  Peking  to  the  Wall  of  China;  and 
forty  days  from  thence  across  Mongolia  to  Kiachta. 

The  route  between  China  and  Russia  commences  by  a  naviga- 
tion on  the  borders  of  China,  passing  by  the  Selinga  to  tiie 

Baikal  Lake,  from  thence  upon  the  Angaira,  into  the  Yenissey,  as 
far  down  as  Yenissey;  there  the  merchandise  is  unloaded  and 
carried  over  a  short  track  of  land,  and  embarked  on  the  river 
Ket ;  from  thence  down  that  river  into  the  Oby ;  from  which  it  is 

.  conveyed  up  the  Irtish,  the  Tobol,  and  thence  over-land  to  tli^ 
Tchussovaia,  upon  which  river  it  is  embarked  again,  and  falls  into 
the  Kama,  and  from  the  Kama  into  the  great  river  Wolga.  By 
this  conveyance  it  is  estimated  that  some  years  upwards  of  twelve 
million  of  roubles,  in  merchandise,  are  thus  conveyed. 
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EvauAN  Tbadv  wiTfl  China. — ^The  commmceziieiit  of  all 
connexion  between  Rustta  and  China  vas  about  the  year 
1660,  as  stated  in  vol.  i.  p.  S86 ;  but  the  treaty  of  Kiachta,  dated 
14  June,  1738,  is  the  basis  of  all  transactions  carried  on  between 
the  two  countries  at  the  present  time  ;  it  was  then  agreed  that  a 
caravan  might  go  to  Peking  every  three  years,  on  condition  that 
it  should  not  contain  more  than  two  hundred  people,  and  that 
when  it  reached  the  frontier,  notice  should  be  sent  to  the  Chinese 
government,  who  would  despatch  an  officer  to  meet  the  caravan, 
and  conduct  it  to  Peking. 

The  traffic  generally  commences  in  the  month  of  January,  and 
eonclttdes  in  March.  The  Bussian  traders  took,  in  1841,  80,000 
chests  of  tea,  the  half  of  which  is  destined  for  the  annual  July  fair 
of  Nishni  Novogorod,  and  the  remainder  for  Moscow,  and  other 
towns  in  the  interior.  The  transport  gives  employment  to  a 
peculation  of  5,000  versts  of  coimtry.  The  goods  brought  to  China 
are  woollens  and  camlets,  and  are  made  in  Moscow;  in  1841  there 
were  40^000  pieces  of  woollen  cloth  sent  to  Kiachta.  The  other 
goods  in  request  are  plush  stuffs,  leather,  and  lambskins.  The 
average  amount  of  Bussian  merchandise  is  about  24,000,000 
rubles  (ten  pence  each  ruble  sterling.)  The  Bussians  look  on  this 
trade  as  an  important  branch  of  their  commerce.  Since  the 
Chinese  forbid  the  introduction  of  opium,  the  Emperor  of 
Bussia  has  issued  an  ukase  to  guard  most  strictly  against  the 
transmission  of  any  opium  over  the  border. 

A  mountain  which  commands  both  towns,  was  demanded  by 
the  Chinese,  under  the  false  pretence  that  some  of  their  country- 

men were  interred  there,  but  it  was  subsequently  discovered  that 
their  object  was  to  construct  a  fortification,  which  was  subsequently 
done. 

The  over-reaching  policy  of  the  Chinese  government  is  developed 
in  the  terms  by  which  both  nations  have  agreed  to  conduct  their 
commerce. 

The  Chinese  merchants  must  have  partners,  resident  in  China, 
to  relieve  them  every  alternate  year.  These  merchants  generally 
come  frcHD  the  northern  provinces  of  China;  Nanking  and  Peking 
chiefly,  where  their  partners  must  reside  as  hostages. 

The  Bussians  supply  cloth,  peltry,  and  furs,  which  they  have  on 
the  spot.  The  duties  paid  by  the  Bussians  on  fiirs  is  twenty-five 
per  cent,  other  articles  twenty  per  cent ;  with  one  per  cent,  for 
deepening  the  river  Selinga,  and  seven  towards  the  custom-house. 
The  contraband  trade  is  said  to  be  very  considerable.  (See 

tables  of  Bussian  trade  for  1843,  and  Mr.  MacGregor's  valuable 
Beport.)  The  crafty  instructions  from  the  Peking  Government 
to  the  merchants  at  Kiachta  are  given  in  vol.  i.,  page  138  of 
this  work. 

The  commerce,  as  it  is  now  carried  on,  is  entirely  a  trade  of 
barter,  the  Bussians  being  prohibited  to  export  their  coin.  The 
Chinese  merchant  comes  first  to  Kiachta,  and  selects  the  goods  he 
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wants  from  tbe  Russians,  agrees  for  the  price,  and  has  tlie  articleg 
he  selects  sealed  np  in  his  presence ;  both  parties  then  repair  to 
Maimatchin,  where  the  Russian  chooses  his  commodities,  and 
leaves  a  person  of  confidence  in  charge  of  them  until  they  are  de- 

livered. Furs  and  peltry  are  the  most  important  articles  on  the 
side  of  the  Russians :  most  of  these  come  from  Siberia  and  the 
new  discovered  islands.  A  coarse  cloth  is  manufactured  in  Russia, 
but  the  fine  cloth  comes  from  England,  France,  and  Prussia. 
Camlets,  calimancoes,  druggels,  white  flannel,  stuffs,  velvets, 
coarse  linen,  Russia  leather,  tanned  hides,  glass  ware,  cattle,  hard- 

ware, tin,  talc,  sporting  dogs,  provisions,  and  meal,  are  brought 
by  the  Russians,  who  are  supplied  by  the  Chinese  with  silk,  raw 
and  manufactured,  tea,  cotton,  porcelain,  toys,  furniture^  artificial 
flowers,  tiger  and  panther  skins,  rubies,  colouring  matters,  canes, 
rice,  tobacco,  candies,  rhubarb,  and  musk.  The  Russians  drive  a 
profitable  trade  in  China,  and  find  a  ready  market  for  their  infe- 

rior furs,  which  would  not  pay  carriage  from  the  coast  of  Siberia  to 
European  Russia,  while  good  furs  bring  a  high  price  in  China, 
and  are  too  expensive  for  the  Russian  home  market ;  in  exchange 
for  their  furs,  they  get  articles  which  they  would  not  be  able  to 
obtain  on  as  good  terms  from  the  European  nations. 

An  effort  will  be  made  to  shew  the  extent  of  the  past  and  pre- 
sent trade  at  Kiachta. 

The  exports  and  imports  from  and  to  Kiachta  were  in  1764, 
Export  of  Russian  goods,  in  roubles,    .        .        .       137,498 
Duties  on  the  whole   12,851 
Export  of  foreign  goods  to  the  amount,        .        .        25,586 

Imported  to  the  amount 
Duties  on  ditto,    . 

158,236 

37,344 

175,930 

120,892 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  exports,   •        •        .        •      55,038 
The  imports  from  China  to  Kiachta  were  in  1765, 

Quality  of  goods. 

Velvet  (Anheena). 
Damask  (pieces). 
Dab  damask  (ditto). 
Satin  (ditto). 
Gros  de  Taeer  (ditto). 
Damask  (ditto). 
Chintz  (ditto). 
Plain  chintz  (ditto). 
Silk  stufft  (ditto). 
Single  silk  stuifs  (ditto). 
Half  satin  (ditto). 
Esoff,  a  silk  (ditto). 
Paper,  varioaB  (sheets). 
Sugar  ̂ .pood). 
Gelan  tea  (ditto). 
Common  tea  (ditto). 

►> ^ • 
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« 
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or 
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O 

4464 4464 1053 

140196 6608 1324 

1098 439 103 
6213 

56917 
13196 18 180 

43 763 
9919 

2341 
14638 58654 

13819 
2002 

1402 
3307 

1844 

9221 

2176 43009 
43009 

10150 
ISO 780 

184 914 5484 

1294 21260 
213 50 56 
336 79 

342 
10259 

2421 36 363 H 

Quality  of  goods. 

Bohea  tea  (pood). 
Brick  tea  (ditto). 
Black  tea  (ditto). 
Dyed  silk  (ditto). 
Raw  silk  (ditto). 
Silk  gauze  (pieces). 
Tobacco  (ditto). 

Total  amount  of  imports, 

Total  of  exports, 

Balance  in  favour  of  ex- 

ports, 
} 

t 

591 
1228 
251 
34 

26 1037 

127 

11819 
4912 
1006 

2720 

4842 

231447 
58106 

173341 
1246692 

73351 

2789 1159 
237 
642 

1143 

508 

58106 
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Exports  from  China  to  Russia^  vift  Kiachta. 

18SS 

1 

Pun. Hides*  Skins. R.  Leatktfi. Linesat. Cottons, Woollens. ^1 
mm 
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• 

£ 4 
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740.190 
110.176 1 101, 804 

16.410 87,891 1 14,095     5S.481 

8,616 

113,537 19,926 801.497 119,173 

18S»  «95.Si8 111,149  1J6,441 18,672 80.50S  11,98S ;   58,916 
9,501 

130,065 
37,107 

984,200 158,741 

1840 801, SOS 111.510  114,119 18.414 75.654  11.102 
1 70.197 

1,158 

263.109 
42,496 

984,403 158,724 

1841  1,819167 192,140  119.695 S5,410 214.974  S4,67S 185,556 19,896  975,U9 157,277 
282,401 

206,839 

Value  of  all  other  descriptionB  of  Chinese  produce^  &c.  imported 
by  Kiachta  (which  is  carried  on  by  barter^  and  therefore  shews  an 
equivalent)  is  thus  estimated. 

Silver  Roubles, 

1838.  2,227,182 
1839.  2,474,421 
1840.  2,493,669 
1841.  7,537,596 

or Sterling, 

£  859,223, 
399,100. 
402,204. 

1,215,741. 
In  1845,  the  trade  is  stated  to  have  been  equal  to  13^622,000 

silver  roubles,  or  £2,156,816. 
Another  account  gives  the  following  as  the  woollens  exported 

from  Russia  to  China,  vift  Kiachta. 

Silver  Roubles. 

1841.  Woollens  sent  to 
China        .  3,282,401 

1842.  Ditto  ,         .   3^00,000 

Silver  Roubles. 

1838.  Woollens  sent  to 
China  .         .   801,497 

1839.  Ditto       .         .   984,200 
1840.  Ditto  2,984,403  1 

Thus  the  value  of  woollens  sent  by  Russia  in  1842  amounted  to 
£522,500  sterling.  During  our  war  in  1841-42,  the  Russian 
China  trade  increased. 

The  foreign  fur  trade  at  Canton,  for  the  year  1824,  amounted  to 
nearly  one  million  of  dollars.  This  trade  is  now  almost  extinct, 
as  the  supply  from  Russia  is  equal  to  the  demand,  and  cheaper  in 

price. The  Tea  trade  between  China  and  Russia  is  thus  shewn  &om 
1830  to  1841. 

Silver  Roublet. 

1880.  Total  154,5M^       }  1,789,161    -.£388,673 
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1838. 

1839. 
1840. 
1841. 

Value  in 
Silver  Roubles. 

Tea  in  >  2,015,780  £825,127- 
Do.  2,295,339  370,216 
Do.  2,366,522  381,697 
Do.       7,042,776 1,135,931 

Value  in 
Silver  Roubles. 

Do.  100,724  16,245 
Do.  129,453  20,879 
Do.        859,225    57,939 

The  progress  of  the  trade  will  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the 
Russian  imports  of  tea,  were  in  1800,  Russian  pounds  2,799,900 ; 
and  in  1839,  Russian  pounds  8,071,880.  N*B. — Forty  Russian 
pounds  are  equal  to  thirty-six  pounds  avoirdupois. 

The  following  statement  was  laid  before  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee on  East  India  affairs  in  1830,  which  shows  the  retail  price 

of  tea  at  St.  Petersburgh,  and  the  value  of  some  samples  procured 
and  brought  from  thence.  It  will  be  seen  that  high  prices  have 
not  diminished  consumption :— 

Description  of  Tea. Price  in  Russia. London 
Broker^s  valuation. 

Black  flower  tea    . 
Ditto            „      .        .        . 

Black  family  tea    . 
Ditto           t»     • 

Green             „      .        •        . 

8.       d. 
11     11 

7      3i 
5     10 3      0| 

11     11 

8.     d, 
5      3 

4      9 
3      8 2       li 

fNo  value  named, 
<     a    quality    ud^^^ 
L     known  here. 

Russian  tea,  which  I  drank  last  year  at  Vienna,  at  the  hospi- 
table table  of  Mr.  Magennis,  Secretary  to  the  British  Embassy,  was 

supericH*  to  any  tea  I  have  tasted  in  England. 

The  Charges  on  a  chest  of  tea  from  Kiachta  are  stated  to  be  : — 

Specification  of  Charges. 
Flower  Tea 
weighing 

60  pounds. 

Family  Tea weigning 

65  pounds. 

Family  Tea 
weighing 

80  to  85  lbs. 

Traport  duty  and  custom  charges 
Commission  at  Kiac^hta 

Packing  in  hides 
Receiving,  weighing,  and  cart-  ̂  

age  in  Kiftchta         .        .       1 
Carriage  to  Nesni  or  Moscow     . 

Roubles. 

130 10 
3 

10 

35 

Roubles. 
138,  50 

4,80 3 
10 
35 

Koubles. 

160 
6,40 
3 
10 50 

188 191,  30 229,40 
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The  silver  rouble  of  Russia  is  estimated  at  about  tkree  shttsaKs 

aud  two  pence ;  113  silver  will  purchase  845  paper  roublee.  The 

latter  are  subject,  however,  to  great  depreciation,  according  to  the 

supply  of  specie. 

The  Exports  of  Woollen  Cloth  from  Russia  to  Kiachta  have  been 
increasing,  while  ours  have  been  decreasing. 

Year 

RoMian  Cloth. Polish  Clo(h. 

Anhuns. Equal  to pieces  of  19^ 

yards. 

Arthunt 
Equal  to pieces  of  19| 

yards* 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 

447,176 
555,876 
719,221 
923.936 
789.853 
965,193 

1,218,574 
1.241,133 
1,550,477 

18,905 
22,755 
29,442 
37,822 
32,333 
39,510 
49,880 
50.806 

63,470 

325,040 
247,256 
206;301 
181,519 

26,625 738 

I8,S05 
10,122 

8,445 

7^430 
1,089 

30} 

In  former  years,  Russia  exported  to  China  the  woollen  manur 
factures  of  Poland  (as  will  be  seen  by  the  above  table),  and  still 
earlier  those  of  Prussia,  in  addition  to  her  own,  Previous  to  1812, 
a  considerable  quantity  of  English  woollens  were  sent  to  Russia, 
intended  for  the  Chinese  market.  The  cost  of  this  cloth  was  at  that 
time  from  178.  to  20*.  per  yard,  though  the  same  cloth,  in  1830, 
could  be  had  at  10*.  or  12*.,  or  even  less.  This  trade  was  stopped 
by  an  increase  of  duty  laid  by  the  Russian  government  on  Eng- 

lish cloths,  and  a  reduction  of  that  on  Prussian  cloth.  At  present, 
however,  only  cloths  manufactured  are  exported.  They  are  made 
principally  at  Moscow  and  its  neighbourhood,  of  different  qualities, 
similar  to  the  English  cloths,  called  Spanish  stripes  and  habit  cloths. 
They  are  classed  in  three  varieties: — 1st,  Mezeritsky  cloths ;  2nd. 
those  of  Masloff  or  Maslovia  j  3rd.  Karnavoy  cloth :  in  each  variety 
are  four  or  five  grades  of  quality. 

The  assortment  of  colours  in  100  pieces  of  Mezeritsky^  is : — 
Blue,  40  pieces ;  light  blue,  10  pieces ;  black,  20  pieces ;  violet, 
2  pieces ;  yellow,  X  piece ;  red  pomegranate,  8  pieces ;  brown  violet, 
4  pieces ;  scarlet,  10  pieces ;  green,  3  pieces ;  and  fashions  of  the 
day,  2  pieces. 

These  are  packed  in  ten  bales,  each  having  an  assortment  of  the 
different  colours.  The  first  quality  of  Mezeritsky  cloth  costs  at 
Moscow  150  to  165  roubles  assign,  per  piece  of  twenty-five  arshuns 
(6s.  9d,  to  7*.  4id.,  per  yard) ;  and  the  charges  from  Moscow  to 
Kiachta  kmount  to  about  250  roubles  assign,  per  each  bale^ttie 



RUSSIAN    CLOtHl!t   AND   PEICSS   IN   CHINA.  493 

neasnre  from  sixty  to  sixty-seven  inches  in  width.  The  first  quality 
of  MasAoff  cloth  costs  at  Moscow  7.  to  7j  roubles  assign  per  arshine, 
^8.  to  8».  6rf.  per  yard) ;  the  length  of  the  pieces  forty  to  forty-five 
arshines^  or  thirty-one  to  thirty-five  yards;  breadth  between  the 
lists  sixty-seven  to  seventy  inches.  They  are  made  up  in  bales  of 
eight  pieces  each  ;  in  an  export  of  1,000  pieces  of  these  two  cloths, 
the  proportions  are  about  750  to  800  pieces  of  Mezeritsky,  and 
200  to  250  pieces  of  Maslovia. 

Velveteens  (plush),  a  considerable  quantity  is  annually  bartered 
at  Kiachta.  They  are  made  in  pieces  of  about  fifty  arshines  in 
length  (39  yards),  and  of  two  breadths,  viz.  :  ten  vershacks  and 
sixteen  ditto,  (seventeen  and  a  half  and  twenty-eight  inches),  the 
price  of  the  former  at  Moscow  is  about  R.  1, 40  co.  to  R.  1,  80  per 
arshine,  and  of  the  latter  R.  2,  80. 

The  camlets  exported  to  China  are  principally  of  Dutch  make, 
a  very  trifling  proportion  being  Russian.  The  other  principal 
articles  of  Russian  export  to  China  are  linen  goods  of  a  coarse 
description ;  leather,  skins,  and  furs.  Also  fire-arms,  cutlery, 
eorals,  mirrors,  watches,  and  divers  articles  of  ornament ;  the  coat 
of  carriage  from  Moscow  to  Kiachta  is  about  twenty-five  roubles 
per  pood  (361bs.)  English.) 

In  a  letter  from  China  dated  December,  1842,  to  Mr.  Mac- 
gregor,  one  of  the  secretaries  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  to 
whom  the  nation  is  so  greatly  indebted  for  his  invaluable  collec- 

tion of  European  tariffs,  and  the  statistical  illustration  of  the 
condition  of  different  countries,  it  is  stated  that  the  Russian 
woollens  now  actively  compete  with  English  woollens  in  the  north  of 
China.  I  fDund  excellent  Russian  cloth  in  Chusan,  Nihgpo  and 
Shanghai. 

Mr.  Macgregor^s  correspondent  states  that  the  cloth  is  called  by 
the  Chinese  Ka-la ;  its  consumption,  in  reference  to  English  cloth, 
is  as  five  to  one  of  the  latter,  and  it  is  only  within  the  last  five 
years  that  the  article  has  been  introduced  in  any  quantity.  The 
breadth  of  the  muster  cloth  exceeds  that  of  English  stripes  by 
four  inches.  The  length  usually  is  50  to  80  cooids  (19  to  30 
yards)  per  piece ;  the  breadth  varies  from  62  to  64  inches.  The 
consumption  at  Ningpo  is  estimated  at  from  3,000  tp  5,000  pieces, 
and  at  Soo-choo  20,000  pieces.  The  latter  is  the  principal  mart, 
and  from  it  Ningpo  gets  supplied.  The  shopman  quoted  the  then 
rates  at  27  dollars  per  piece  of  50  cooids  (19x^7  yards)  for  black ; 
82  dollars  blue;  35  dollars  scarlet  and  purple;  say  It^,^  dollars 
per  yard  for  black;  ItA  dollars  for  blue;  and  lAV  dollar  for 
scarlet  and  purple. 

The  packjiges  are  made  up  of  five  pieces,  and  an  assortment 

should  contain,  according  to  the  shopkeeper^s  information,  50 
pieces  blue  (the  muster  sent  is  not  a  fast  colour,  apparently  dyed 
in  the  piece),  35  pieces  black,  10  pieces  scarlet,  two  pieces  ash, 
three  pieces  green ;  this  may  not  be  correct,  as  neither  purple  nor 

VOL.  II.  2   F 



424  COTTON   MANUf  ACTUliSS  IK   BVSSIA. 

brown  is  mentioned.  The  end  of  the  piece  seen  had  the  maker's 
name  in  gold  letters^  No.  18301.  The  high  number  of  the  piece 
will  show  that  it  Lb  a  manufacture  of  some  moment.  In  order 
that  a  comparison  might  be  made  between  the  Russian  cloth  and 

Spanish  stripes^  there  was  selected  from  the  man's  stock  a  piece  of 
Oott's  mamuTacture,  which  it  was  said  that  buyers  complained  of 
the  quality  being  inferior  to  that  of  the  same  article  imported 

during  the  Company's  time ;  they  also  stated  that  the  consump- 
tion of  it  was  decreasing.  Ningpo  does  not  take  off  more  than 

800  to  500  pieces  per  annum,  (chiefly  black  and  blue) ;  Soo- 
choo  SfiOO  to  5,000  pieces ;  Hangchow-foo  only  a  small  quantity. 
The  price  of  a  piece  of  18|  yards  was  quoted  at  35  dollars  purple 
(1/iAr  dollar  per  yiurd),  27  dollars  blue  (li^  dollar  per  yard),  and 
00  dollars  for  black  (li%'o  dollar  per  yard)- 

From  the  foregoing  statements,  it  is  quite  evident,  that  the  terms 
iq>on  which  Russia  can  compete  in  the  Chinese  market  with 
ffhigland,  in  the  article  of  woollens,  chiefly  depends  upon  the  wise 
of  tea.  When  we  consider  the  great  reduction  in  prioes  UiBi 
woollens  have  undergone,  it  is  clear  that  nuless  tfaeir  tea  trade  wa3 
protected  as  it  is  (notwithstanding  the  large  {»ofits  of  the  Knsaiajt 
imports)  it  would  be  lai^ely  participated  in  by  the  merchants' of 
other  countries.  They  could  not  barter  their  goods  at  Kiafihla.  .at 
the  nominal  prices  stated,  nor  supply  China  Proper  with  woolteis^ 

at  such  competing  prices.  Cotton  cloths  called  *^Daba''  and 
"  Kiida"  from  China,  were  such  favourites  that  noidiing  else  wsis worn  in  summer. 

The  "  Daba  and  Kiiaia"  is  a  sort  of  thick  calKeo,  of  diffearent 
colours,  brought  from  Chma  through  Bucharia,  into  Russia,  in 
large  quantities,  and  is  used  for  the  apparel  of  both  men  ased 
women.  The  Chinese  Kitaia  is  the  best,  of  which  there  are  two 
sorts.  Daba  is  a  strong  stufiP,  of  a  beautiful  red  colour  without 
gloss;  it  is  narrow  and  not  imlike  our  coarse  calico.  The  other 
is  coarser,  but  more  durable. 

Great  quantities  of  cotton  stuffs,  and  calicoes,  are  brought  from 
Bucharia  and  Mongolia,  called  Seleinskaia,  from  a  city  of  the 
name  of  Selim.  They  are  generally  of  gay  colours,  as  red,  green, 
jrellow^  blue,  find  are  made  up  in  bundles  of  rolls,  each  20  elh 
long; 

A  Russian  official  account  states,  ''That  formerly,  Chinese 
mDakins,  and  other  cotton  stuffs,  were  amongst  the  most  important 
articles  of  our  importation.  Now  Russia  exports  cotton  goods 
to  China,  and  little  by  little  the  tissues  of  our  fabrics  have  very 
nearly  supplanted,  in  this  trade,  those  proceeding  in  tnmsit  from 
foreign  countries. 

"  The  cotton  stuffs  manufactured  in  Russia,  and  exported  to 
.China  in  1826,  was  in  value  167,199  roubles,  paper-mon^,  and 
►in  1840  to  920,881  paper  roubles,  in  the  succeeding  year  there  is 
a  small  increase  on  the  preceding.''     The  cotton  stuffs  imported from  China  in  1840  were  19,670  roubles. 
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Report  concerning  the  barter  trade  at  Eiachta  in  1843. 

DeBcription  of  goods. 

Cloth :  Mezeritsky       pieces 
,f       Masloflb  ■  „ 
„        Kamovay  „ 

Canilets:  Russian    AnliiBM 
„       Dutch  ,. 

Linen  goods ;  Tcheshuyka  „ 
„       Ticking  „ 
,.       Konovat 

VuTftteens:    10  yer 
shacks  hroad 

„        16  ditto  „ 
Leather  Goat  skins,      skins. 

1 
n 

»> 

M 

14,565 

S,01S 
4,761 
578 

25.600 
480,738 

85,655 624 

fi s 

40,883 
5,143 

6,740 177 45,784 
498,736 
45.550 
16,437 

Description  of  goods. 

I    •   1    rm       I  r 

1,074.639  1,818,129 
72,4911  126,680 
52,6651    176,095 

Furs:  Squirrel 

„      Otter Lamb,  Bucharian  grey 

s 

.  til 

§ 

Do.         do. 
Do.  Ukraini 
Do.       /do. 
Do.       do. 

Cats  skins 

Lynx  skins Do.       do. 
Do.       do. 

ft 

It 

black  , 

white  '„ 

piebald  „ 

black,, 

Russian  „ 

American. 
Musquash. 

673.364 
13,461 

5,549 

8,463 1«6,172 

8,580 2  581 
245,006 

2,181 
4,750 72,415 

1,140  696 
17,406 

44,921 48,955 646,738 
18,344 
28,311 105,849 

17,220 

8,100 
18,920 

It  appears  the  amoimt  of  trade  in  the  foregoing  report^  as 
compared  with  that  of  previous  yearS;  does  not  exceed  one-third 
of  the  ayerage.  No  cause  is  assigned  for  such  a  great  falling  off. 
The  foreign  fur  trade  at  Canton,  twenty  years  ago,  atnounting  to 
a  million  dollars  annually,  is  now  nearly  quite  extinct ;  on  the 
horthem  frontier  there  is  still  an  extensive  traffic;  and  were  all 
the  fiicts  oif  the  case  at  our  command,  we  might  find  that  this 
traffic  is  annually  increasing. 

The  Russian  and  Chinese  commerce  was  very  considerable  in 
1845.  It  is  said  to  have  amounted  to  18,622,000  silver  roubles, 
at  Ss.  2d,  per  rouble,  to  £2,156,816  sterling.  The  Bussian 
lurticles  were  furs  and  cloths. 

From  China  there  came  100,000  chests  of  tea  from  forty^five  to 
Mxty  pounds  each,  besides  40,000  diests  of  inferior  qualities  of  tea. 

The  mode  of  transacting  buisiness  at  Kiachta  deserves  notice. 
Commissioners  are  appointed  on  each  side,  who  fi^  by  regulations, 
the  price  of  every  artide  of  import,  and  of  the  tea  to  be  given  in 
exchange  for  it ;  the  price  of  the  tea,  the  proportion  of  each  sort, 
to  be  bartered  for  the  different  articles.  Six  memberis  chosen 
lamong  the  Russian  merchants,  and  presided  over  by  the  custom- 

house director,  a  similar  number  o£  Chinese  presided  over  by 
their  governor ;  these  two  commissioners  discuss  the  prices,  which 
once  determined,  become  the  law  for  both  nations.  The  tea  is 
classed  into  family  and  flower  tea ;  both  which  are  said  to  consist 
chiefly  of  Pekoe.  In  1843  the  Chinese  brought  for  sale  120,000 
chests  ;  of  which  80,000  were  flower  tea,  and  40,000  family  tea. 
The  prices,  which  have  been  unaltered  for  years,  are  as  follows : — 

Rubles,  sixty  for  one  chest  qudrat  family  tea. 
Rubles,  120  for  one  chest  Srd.  sort  flower  lea. 
Rubles,  eighty      do,         Polootornay  family  tea  (1^  as  large) 

The  prices  of  Russian  produce  were  raised  in  1843,  from  those 
of  former  years.  And  it  was  also  arranged  that  one  chest  of 
family,  is  to  go  along  with  every  three  chests  of  flower  tea. 

2  F  2 
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Begnlatii 

Against Family  tea. 
Flower 3  chests 

Detcriptton  of  Goods. 

tea, 

Sbtlsort. 
Flower  tea 

1st  sort. 

Cloths, Rs.    Co. Rs.  Co. Rs.  Co. 
Meserittky,  1st  sort  per  piece  .... 105 131    25 

2nd     ̂          ft        ..•• 100 125 
3nl      „         ̂         .  • . . 97 121     25 
4^      »»          w         •  •  •  • 

93 
116    25 

5th     „         „        .... 
65 

81     25 

Aishioes Arshines Arshines 

per  chest. 
per  chest 

for  4  chests. 
Masloffy  Ist  sort      

12 

18 

66 
Bxplanation, 

3  chests  flower  tea*  equal  64  archines 
1  chest  fiunily  tea,  equal  12  ditto  . . 
4  chests  tea,           equal  66  ditto  . . 

Masloff'  cloth,  2nd  sort     i 

13 

14 20 

22 

73 
80 

3rd    „        
15 

23 

84 
4th      16 

24 
88 

-K^WM           „                   •••••••••• 

Kaniovoy  cloths. 
Rs.    Co. Rs.   Co. Rs.   Co. 

Ist  sort,  per  piece   65 81    25 
2nd            »m                     ««■                .......a...... 

63 
60 78    75 

75 
*'*•'•            ••                     »                       .............. 

4tA                 aa                         as                          -.-•aaaaaaaaa. 54 58 

2    65 

67    50 
60 

3    31 
Otb               a*                     ••                      aaaa...  a    ...... 

Camlets,  1st  sort,  per  arshine       
<wnci      ,9                  99                  •  •  .  a 

2    20 
2    75 

Plush  (yelyeteens)9  narrow. 
*     * Ist  sort  (Riga)  per  arshine   1     05 

4    31 
2nd  „        ,9           99           ...... 0    98 1     22 
3rd  „    (Moscow)    „            0    94 1     21 
4th    99                        t>                       *9                       

0    80 1 
Otter  skins,  Ist  sorts,  each      20 

25 ^no    9,        „      ••.••* 
18 

22    50 American,    1st     „        „        10 
12    50 2nd    „          

12 

13 

*    * 

The  nature  of  the  regulation  will  be  better  shewn  by  an  ex- 
ample of  the  transactions  by  barter.  Against  the  secona  sort  of 

Mezeritsky  cloth  the  Russians  receive  9  chests  of  flower  tea^  at 
130  rs.  per  chest,        ...  »        >        ,      1,080  rs. 
>nd  3  chests  of  family  tea,  at  60  rs.  per  chest,  B.  rs.    .         180 

Being  the  fixed  proportions  and  prices  named. 

1,260 
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For  wliicli  the  Russians  pay 
1080  rs.  is  equal,  at  the  regulation  price  of 

125  rs.  per  piece,  to        ...      83  pieces, 
and  180  at  100  rs*  per  piece,  to       •      I4 

1260  rs.       •        .    nearly    10^  pieces  cloth. 
Parsuing  the  illustration,  we  will  shew  the  result  of  such  a 

transaction  in  1843. 

79ie  lOj-  pieces  of  doth  cost  at  Moscow  in  1842, 
146  rs.  cash  per  piece,  making  •         .         .     1,522,50  rs. 

Interest  for  15  months,  15  per  cent.  •        .      228,37 
Charges  from  Moscow  to  Kmchta,    •        •        .      250,00 

Cost  at  Eiachta  of  10^  pieces  cloth,  .         .     2,000,87 
But  the  Talue  of  tea  in  Russia  in  1843 

was,  9  chests  flower  tea,  at  555  rs.  per  chest, 
at  12  month^s  credit.  4,995 
3  chests  family  tea  ,at  445  rs.  per  chest        1,365 

6,360 Deduct  12  month's  interest,  768,20  rs. 
Duty  and  charges,  .        .  2,265,90         3,029,10      3,330,90 

Leaving  a  profit  of  1,330,03  rs. 
Woollen  cloths  costing  2,000  rs.  are  exchanged  for  teas  estimated 
at  1,260  rs.  or  at  a  loss  of  37  per  cent. ;  but  the  tea  taken  in  ex- 

change, the  nominal  cost  of  which  is  1,260  rs.,  realises  a  profit  of 
2,070  rs.,  being  103|^  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  (2,000  rs.)  a  profit  of 
66J  per  cent. 

The  prices  of  tea  at  Nijori  Novogorod  in  1843,  on  12  month's 
credit,  were, 

Kower  tea,  Ist  per  chest,    JOJ  rs.  l  ̂ ^^^  ̂   ̂ ^^^  ̂ ^^ 

Qudrat  family  tea  455  60  @  70 
Polootomey  „  605  86  @  88 

2d.         „  535  81  @  85 

Mr.  MacGregor,  in  his  Report  on  Russia,  alluding  to  t^  Rus- 
sian College  at  Pekin,  says :  "  In  this  respect,  and  in  the  inter- 

course which  Russia  has  by  Kiachta,  and  now  by  other  points 
with  China,  the  former  has  great  political  and  intelligent  advan- 

tages over  the  English.  Add  to  which,  a  great  moral  superiority 
with  the  Chinese  government  over  the  English,  from  the  circum- 

stance of  Russia  never  having,  as  fiar  as  we  can  learn,  unless  to  a 
small  extent  lately,  been  engaged  in  the  degrading  trade  in  opium, 
and  from  Chinese  blood  not  having  been  shed  by  the  Russians.' 

f} 
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The  whole  tulgeet  of  Rmtian  comnwninatMiM  with  ChiB»»  poii- 
tical  and  oommercial,ii  of  groat  inteiett,  and  deserves  seiioM  om- 
•ideration,  in  reference  to  the  fntme.  The  establidunoit  of  a 

Rnssian  ooUege  at  Peking  entitke  Enf^and  to  have  a  similar  estab- 
lishment there.  An  English  ambassador  ought  also  to  be 

stationed  at  Peking. 

CHAPTER  X. 

RISE  AND  PROGRESS  OP  CHRISTIANITY  IN  CHINA ; 
ESTABLISHMENT  OP  THE  JEWS;  STRUGGLES 
BETWEEN  JESUITISM  AND  ROMANISM ;  PERSE- 
CUTIONS  AND  TOLERATIONS  OP  CHRISTIANS, 
AND  IMPERIAL  EDICTS  IN  FAVOUR  OF  CHRIS- 
TIANITY. 

DiYiNB  revelation  teaches  and  proves,  that  there  is  no  other 
mode  by  which  a  nation  can  be  perpetuated  and  maintained  in. 
even  its  mere  outward  characteristies,  but  by  its  possession  and 
practice  of  a  pure  faith  and  belief  in  the  one  true  and  living  Gt>d, 
and  that  as  it  departs  from  this  truth,  such  wiU  be  its  temporal  as 
well  as  spiritual  state.  In  a  report,  tiierefore,  on  the  genml  con-» 
dition  and  prospects  of  China,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  but  a 
confirmed  materialist  to  abstaon,  when  examining  the  history  and 
position  of  such  a  singular  country,  from  investigating  also  the 
religious  principles  on  which  all  durable  thii^  rest,  and  in  so 
doing,  to  endeavour  to  trace,  however  faintly,  the  cause  of  this 
extraordinary  empire  being  held  intact  for  so  many  centuries, 
when  surrounding  nations  have  sunk  into  the  grossest  idolatry, 
become  desolate,  or  have  yielded  to  the  rule  of  some  graspii^ 
powerful  kingdom.  Moreover,  if  it  be  believed  that  Chnstianity 
can  alone  purify  and  preserve  a  nation,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire 
what  efforts  have  been  made  by  Christianized  Europe  for  the  wel- 

fare of  one-third  of  mankind,  and  what  causes  have  contributed  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  a  blessed  doctrine  productive  of  happi- 

ness here  and  hereafter,  and  which  is  as  essentially  a  portion  of  the 
Divine  gift  of  the  Creator  to  the  created,  as  is  the  physical  world 
on  which  we  exist,  and  as  is  "  the  breath  of  life  by  which  man 
became  a  living  soul.'' 

The  existence  of  the  Chinese  as  a  distinct  and  independent 
nation  for  more  than  two  thousand  years,  is  a  proof  that  its  pre-- 
servation  is  owing  to  some  extraordinary  drcumstance  irrespec- 

tive of.  material  agencies;  and  the  reasoning  mind  must  admit  that 
its  stereotyped  condition  is  owing  either  to  some  special  Piovi- 
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dence,  or  to  the  possession  of  a  vital^  spiritual  trutli,  suffic^nt,  at 
leasts  to  overcome  the  tendency  to  dissolution^  whidi  the  history 
of  ages  shews  is  the  inevitable  fate  of  all  idolatrous  societies.  The 
points  which  I  propose  to  explain^  and^  if  possible^  prove^  in  this 
diaptiMr  are^ 

1st.  The  great  antiquity  of  the  Chinese  as  a  people  and  a  king* dom. 

2d.  Their  early  knowledge  of  the  only  true  and  living  God^  as 
illustrated  by  Confucius^  and  by  the  absence  of  idolatry. 

3d.  Their  early  intercourse  with  the  Jews,  and  the  existence  of 
various  settlements  of  Jews  in  China  prior  and  subsequent  to  the 
Christian  era. 

4th.  The  introduction  of  Christianity  into  China  by  St.  Tho« 
maS|  its  promulgation  and  establishment  by  the  Nestorians  for 
several  centuries. 

5th.  The  rise,  progress,  and  decline  of  Jesuitism  in  China,  and 
the  cause  of  the  downfal  of  Romanism  in  China. 

6th.  The  existing  state  of  Christianity  in  China,  its  toleration 
by  the  emperor,  and  also  the  means  by  which  it  may  be  benefi- 

cially extended ;  for  I  believe  it  to  be  as  much  (I  should  rather 
say  paramounily)  the  duty  of  England,  both  by  its  government 
and  people,  to  extend  the  light  of  the  gospel  to  distant  lands,  as  it 
is  to  push  its  trade  into  those  countries.  Commerce  is,  indeed, 
sure  to  follow  in  the  track  of  peaceful  and  humanizing  Chris^ 
tianity. 

I  have  stated  (vol  i.  p.  193)  that  JPoAi,  the  earliest  recorded 
ruler  of  China,  is  said  to  have  been  Noah,  or  supposed  to  be  his 
contemporary.  But  whether  this  be  correct  or  not,  the  great  an- 
tiquity  of  the  Chinese  people  is  a  fact  beyond  a  doubt.  The  chro- 

nological chart,  given  in  vol.  i.  p.  200,  derived  from  authentic 
translations  of  their  annals,  shews  a  record  such  as  no  existing 
nation  possesses.  It  bears  internal  evidence  of  truth,  from  the 
absence  of  the  improbable,  and  the  faithful  narration  of  vice  and 
virtue,  without  any  attempt  at  palliation  or  exaggeration.  Indeed, 
there  could  have  been  but  one  motive  in  exhibiting  such  an  array 
of  crime,  namely,  that  its  history  might  serve  as  a  warning  to 
posterity.  Their  tribimal  of  history  is  as  well  protected  against 
falsification  as  human  efforts  could  devise. 

All  occurrences,  even  the  most  trifling,  are  recorded  during  the 
reign  of  each  emperor,  and  deposited,  without  any  classification, 
until  the  succeeding  reign,  when,  if  favourable,  they  are  digested 
and  published;  if  otherwise,  they  are  again  placed  in  the  archives 
until  the  succeeding  reign.  There  is  great  sagacity  in  this  mode, 
for  it  protects  the  chroniclers  from  falsification. 

The  supreme  tribunal  at  Peking  is  composed  of  the  chief  minis-> 
ters,  who  sit  daily  in  the  Imperial  Palace.  Every  day  there  is 
posted  on  a  board,  adjoining  the  tribunal,  extracts  of  aU  cases  de- 

cided on  the  previous  day,  which  are  then  copied  by  officers,  whose 
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duty  it  IS  to  prepare  the  King-paoo,  '^  Messenger  of  the  Capital^ 
kuown  to  EuropeaDs  as  the  Peking  Gazette.  All  public  events 
and  annonncements  are  also  printed  in  this  gazette ;  there  is  no  at^ 
tempt  at  concealment,  and  it  is  probably  the  most  fiedthful  trans- 

cript of  the  acts  of  a  nation  ever  published.  The  approximation 
to  the  Hebrews  in  their  various  laws  and  customs,  as  previously 
notedi  vol.  i.  p.  239,  is  also  remarkable  in  this,  that,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Jews^  they  are  the  only  nation  who  possess  a  chro- 

nological history  .'I' 
A  very  general  opinion  prevailed  at  one  time  that  the  Arme- 

nians had  a  record  of  events  to  the  period  of  Haie,  who  was  said  to 
be  a  ffrandson  of  Japheth ;  but  it  was  discovered  that  their  histo- 

rian, Moses  Chorenensis,  lived  in  the  fifth  century  of  the  Christiaii 
era»  and  for  the  prior  epochs  he  must  have  reUed  on  tradition.^ 
Confucius  acted  very  differently,  for  he  refused  to  rec(H:d  that  of 
which  he  possessed  no  evidence. 

If  this  histox^  of  Confucius  be  admitted,  the  truth  of  the 
Chinese  annals  is  established,  not  only  to  his  own  era  (b.c.  560) 
but  to  a  much  earlier  date:  his  candid  avowal,  ''for  want  of 
evidence,^'  he  could  give  no  account  of  different  events  and  periods, 
stamps  him  as  a  trustworthy  historian. 

Corroborative  evidence  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Chinese 
annals,  to  b.c.  709,  will  be  found  in  vol.  i.  p.  201,  which  correspond 
with  the  calculations  of  Europeans. 

An  objection  may  be  urged  against  this  proof,  that  the  Chinese 
astronomers  probably  obtained  the  aid  of  the  Jesuits  to  make 
their  dates  correspond.  But  even  granting  this  as  to  dates,  how 
did  it  happen  that  the  events  were  recorded  ?  Moreover,  one  of 
those  sixteen  eclipses  is  narrated,  with  the  exact  year,  month,  and 
day,  in  an  ode  in  a  four  syllable  verse  of  the  Shoo-king,  the  classical 
book  of  Confucius,  on  which  no  doubt  has  been  cast. 

Their  annals  are  in  a  great  measure  comparatively  free  from  the 
exaggerated  statements  found  in  other  Asiatic  histories.  From 
the  seventh  or  eight  century  b.c,  to  which  I  think  full  credence 
may  be  given,  there  is  no  account  of  their  emperors  living  be- 

yond the  ordinary  limit  allowed  to  mankind;  no  Goliaths  nor 
pigmies :  no  celestial  phenomenon  except  such  are  to  be  found  in 
the  chronicles  of  every  country. 

The  question  is  whether  their  annals  for  two  thousand  five 
hundred  years  are  worthy  of  credence,  or  whether  they  are  (as  they 
have  been  termed)  a  ̂* gross  imposition" 

It  is  recorded  that  in  the  year  219  b.c  the  Emperor  of  the 
Tsin  dynasty  sent  an  expedition  to  the  ̂ ^  Isles  of  the  Immortals,'' 
to  procure  an  herb  which  would  confer  immortality ;  a  supersti- 

tion so  gross  as  this  could  not  be  recorded  from  motives  of  vanity. 

*  There  was  a  history  published  of  Armenia  a.d.  1785  by  Chamich,  but  he  quotes 
no  historian  of  his  nation  of  an  earlier  date  than  A.i>.  386. 
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A  lew  years  ago  some  European  scholars^  with  a  view  of  testing 
Oliinese  history^  minutely  examined  Japanese  annals^  surmising 
tlmt  the  three  islands  which  comprise  that  empire  might  turn  out 
to  be  the  "Isles  of  the  Immortals/' 

The  translators  discovered  that  at  that  period^  (a  discrepancy  of 
ten  years  only)'^  an  expedition  had  reached  the  shores  of  Japan 
from  China,  for  such  an  object.  Thus  we  find  two  nations 
jealous  of  each  other, — recording  an  event  of  apparently  trifling 
moment,  but  calculated  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  one^  and  to  illus- 

trate the  ignorance  of  the  other. 
By  some  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  Chinese  are  of  Scythian 

or  Tartar  origin,  but  of  thes6  tribes  there  is  no  record  until  636 
B.C.,  when  they  advanced  under  Madyes,  killed  Cyaxares,  and 
prosecuted  their  victorious  carew  until  they  arrived  at  the  con- 

fines of  Egypt.  This  conqueror  who  is  called  Indothyrsus,  and  by 
some  Ogus-Khan,  did  certainly  conquer  a  portion  of  China;  but 
the  portion  conquered,  or  the  race  subdued,  is  totally  unknown.  It 
might  have  been  some  of  the  patriarchal  tribes — the  descendants 
of  Pohi  or  Noah. 

Within  the  last  six  hundred  years  China  has  been  conquered  by 
two  distinct  races  of  foreigners,  viz.,  by  the  Mongol  Tartars,  a.d. 
11^80;  and  by  the  Mantchou  Tartars,  a.d.  1644 — who  displaced 
the  native  princes,  but  adopted  their  forms  of  government,  laws,- 
language,  and  religion ;  yet,  so  far  as  we  know,  no  doubt  nor  sus- 

picion has  been  cast  by  the  conquerors  on  the  truth  of  the  his-* 
torical  records  of  this  ancient  empire.  Neither  have  the  diflfer- 
ent  sects  of  religionists  in  China  disputed  the  authenticity  of  the 
national  annals, — although  in  Europe,  adverse  sectaries  claim  a 
reverence  for  their  separate  systems,  on  the  score  of  antiquity. 

Mr.  Thornton,  in  his  valuable  and  elaborate  work,  gives  full 
credence  to  the  great  antiquity  of  the  Chinese.     So  also  the . 
learned  Doctors  Morrison,  Outzlaff,  Medhurst,  Bridgeman,  and 
Milne :  all  Chinese  scholars,  and  well  versed  in  Chinese  history,    - 

The  conclusion  at  which  Father  Amiot  arrived,  after  his  long 
and  laborious  researches  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Chinese, 
seems,  in  addition  to  other  points,  to  settle  the  question.  He  says, 
"  The  Chinese  are  a  distinct  people,  who  have  still  preserved  the 
characteristic  of  their  first  origin ;  a  people  whose  primitive  doctrine 
will  be  found,  by  those  who  take  the  trouble  of  examining  it 
thoroughly,  to  agree  in  its  essential  parts  with  the  doctrine  of  the 
chosen  people,  before  Moses,  by  the  command  of  Gt)d  himself,  had 
consigned  the  explanation  of  it  to  the  Sacred  Records ;  a  people 
m  a  word,  whose  traditional  knowledge,  when  freed  irom  whatever 

*  The  learned  and  erudite  Calmet  thus  accounts  for  the  discrepancy  of  a  few  years 
met  with  in  ancient  history.  The  conjoint  reigns  of  two  sovereigns,  who  may  not 
begin  their  reigns  at  the  same  time,  naturally  gives  occasion  to  double  dates.  He 
further  says,  falsification  cannot  be  charged  on  the  differences  of  a  few  years,  sixteen 
years  might  occur  and  both  be  justifiable. 
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the  ignorance  or  superstition  of  latter  ages  has  added  to  it^  may  te 

traced  back  from  age  to  age^  and  epoch  to  epoch/' 
I  proceed  now  to  a  consideration  of  the  second  point,  namely, 

to  investigate  why  the  Chinese  have  been  so  long  preserved 
as  a  distinct  people,  and  to  demonstrate  that  it  has  been  solely 
owing  to  their  abstinence  from  idolatry,  and  to  their  possession  <^ 
the  knowledge  of  the  True  Ood,  which  are  the  sole  means  by 
which  a  nation  can  be  preserved  from  destruction* 

Sacred  Writ  declaresj  and  natural  religion  proves,  that  the 
Creator  made  man  perfect  and  good,  endowal  him  with  all  know- 

ledge, (as  is  shown  by  Adam  naming,  i.e.,  describing  the  quali^es 
of,  the  animals  brought  unto  him,  Oen.  ii.  19),  and  gave  him 
dominion  over  all  earthly  things  (Gen.  i.  28).  Man,  by  bis  dis- 

obedience, fell  awav  from  Ood,  and  in  every  successive  generation 
departed  more  and  more  from  his  Maker,  until  the  whole  earth 
became  filled  with  wickedness,  and  a  general  Deluge  was  the  in- 

evitable result.  A  renmant  of  purity  was  preserved  in  the  family 
of  Noah,  and  the  patriarchal  system  was  maintained  for  the  govern- 

ance of  mankind.  All  who  were  scattered  at  Babel,  and  who  de- 
parted from  the  plain  in  the  land  of  Shinar,  carried  with  them,  and 

founded  their  first  religious  codes  on,  the  traditions  and  precepts 
of  the  Patriarch ;  and  the  more  closely  they  approximated  to  their 
origin,  the  more  pure  and  simple  was  their  worship,  and  the  more 
distinct  and  permanent  their  character.  To  this  circumstance  I 
ascribe  the  peculiar  history  and  character  of  the  Chinese,  whose 
pagoda  structures  are  typical  of  the  tower  of  Babel. 

It  is  probable  that  China  was  the  last  portion  of  the  eastern 
world  that  admitted  or  even  tolerated  idolatry,  which  spread  slowly 
among  mankind.*  Their  love  of  antiquity  and  their  isolated  state, 
may  have  caused  their  preservation  from  this  first  and  greatest  sin, 
or  it  may  have  been  in  the  wise  design  of  Providence  that  the  na- 

tion containing  bo  large  a  portion  of  mankind,  should  be  maintained 
for  some  great  purpose. 

From  the  earliest  ages  there  has  been  in  China  a  supreme  court  of 
rites,  to  watch  and  guard  the  state  religion  with  exactness,  so  that 
it  was  not  easy  to  introduce  any  new  laws.  This  state  religion, 
which  is  upheld  by  the  government  and  better  class  of  Chinese,  is 
as  ancient  as  the  Empire  itself,  and  is  very  simple,  (see  vol.  i.  p.  67). 
Beverence  is  prescribed  to  an  invisible  Being,  dwelling  in  the 
visible  Heavens,  and  distributing  happiness  and  misery  among 
mankind.  The  Emperor  is  priest  and  king,  alone  prays  for  his 
people  as  their  father,  and  alone  offers  sacrifices  and  propitiations. 

This  patriarchal  creed,  naturally,  from  time  to  time,  became 
more  or  less  corrupt.  To  keep  this  primitive  worship  pure  was 
the  great  object  of  that  extraordinary  roan  ConfrMius,  who  was 
bom  in  the  principaUty  of  Ijoo,  b.c.  560 ;  his  family,  Knng4ze 

*  Eusebiui  alleges  that  idolatry  took  its  rise  in  Assyria,  where  there  was  not  the 
appearance  of  an  idol  until  long  alter  Belus.  '  - 
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w^re  descended  from  a  fazoUy  allied  to  royalty.  When  tibree  yeaw 
old  his  father  died,  but  he  was  brought  up  by  his  mother  with  great 
care  and  atttention.  The  filial  obedience  and  docile  manners  he 
inculcated  through  life,  he  is  said  to  have  intuitivdy  acquired,  and 
pra4^ed  in  his  tender  years;  this  with  his  precocious  genius 
procured  for  him  general  adioiration. 

At  the  age  of  seYenteen,  he  was  made  a  subordinate  magistrate^ 
and  inspector  of  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  govemmi^it  grana- 

ries. The  judgment  he  displayed  in  the  introduction  of  many 
useftd  reforms  established  his  character^ 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  made  inspector  over  a  large 
district  of  pasture  and  flocks*  Here  he  was  eminently  successfvd  i 
and  by  his  impartial  decisions,  he  procured  the  esteem  of  all 
classes. 

When  twenty-three,  his  mother  died,  and  he  resigned  his  office 
to  mourn  for  her  loss,  which  had  been  an  ancient  custom,  but  had 
become  obsolete. 

He  interred  his  mother  with  his  father,  observing,  "tve  (nve  equal 
duty  to  both  our  parents,  and  it  is  right  that  those  who  in  Ufe  were 
united  by  the  same  bond,  should  be  undivided  in  deatkJ^ 

At  this  period  the  dead  were  generally  placed  in  the  nearest 
waste  ground.  Confucius  contended  that  it  was  degrading  to 
man,  the  "  Lord  of  the  earth,''  when  the  breath  had  departed,  to 
treat  it  like  the  brute ;  that  it  was  repugnant  to  the  mutual  affec-^ 
tion  which  should  actuate  all  human  beings  towards  each  other. 

This  respect  for  the  dead  may  be  called  the  groxmd-work  of  the 
subsequent  reformation  which  he  efiPected.  It  is  probable  (and 
consistent  with  the  general  prevalence  of  mankind  to  go  to  ex- 

tremes) that  this  respect  for  the  dead,  had  in  after  ages  degene* 
rated  into  worship,  and  is  now  a  national  custom  in  China. 

After  the  period  of  mourning  had  subsided,  Confucius  was 
urged  to  present  himself  at  court  to  obtain  some  employment; 
he  answered  that  he  required  further  leisure  to  improve  his  mind. 

On  beuig  frequently  urged,  he  would  say  ̂^  I  devote  myself  to 
mankind  in  the  aggregate.  I  dedicate  my  hours  to  study  and 
acquire  knowledge,  that  I  may  be  useful  to  them;  I  am  but  in 
my  thirtieth  year,  a  time  of  life  when  the  mind  is  in  all  its  vigour, 
the.  body  in  its  full  strength/' 

B.C.  522.  His  house  was  open  to  all  who  wished  to  benefit  by 
his  instructions ;  but  he  carefriUy  excluded  all  who  were  viciously 
disposed.  His  fame  had  spread  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
kingdom.  The  King  of  Tse  sent  an  invitation  to  Confuoius,  which 
he  accepted. 

After  spending  a  year  at  this  court,  he  found  it  impossible  to 
make  any  favourable  impression  on  the  rulers  or  people,  and  took 
his  departure. 

He  subsequently  visited  the  imperial  palace^  but  was  also  un- 
successful, although  well  received ;  he  would,  however,  remain  no 
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wliere  unleiB  he  could  mould  the  maimers  and  habits  of  the 

people  to  his  own. 
B.C.  616.  ConfocHis  retumed  to  Loo,  and  was  gradon^ 

received ;  but  the  ministers  of  the  King  dreading  his  presencej 
nominated  him  to  an  humble  office  in  expectancy.  His  admiiers 
urged  him  to  refuse  this  office :  but  he  remonstrated  with  them 
how  inconsistent  it  would  be  in  him  to  refuse  an  humble  station, 

^d  he  argued  thus,  '^  What  good  effect  could  my  xnstmetbns 
have,  if  I  were  supposed  to  be  actuated  by  pride  ?'' 

B.C.  610.  His  official  duties  bein^  light,  time  was  obtained  to 
revise  the  "  Shekhiff/'  and  it  is  said  he  reduced  it  from  8000 
poems  to  811 ;  he  also  prepared  an  edition  of  the  Shookm^, 
omitting  whatever  was  useless,  by  which  he  reduced  the  number 
of  chapters  from  100  to  50.  He  employed  his  disciples  in  cave* 
fuUv  comparing  the  characters,  arranging  the  subjects  under 
their  separate  heads,  and  ascertaining  the  authenticity  of  the 
original,  giving  his  reasons  for  the  various  alterations,  whkii  he 
thought  necessary.  These  celebrated  books  are  to  be  found  jiow 
in  the  state  in  which  he  left  them. 

This  gre^t  benefactor,  like  all  who  have  succeeded  him,  was 
treated  with  indifference,  or  calumny^  He  was  subjected  to 
various  trials  and  temptations  to  entnp  him,  but  in  vain.  He 
was  a  pure  single-minded  man,  and  the  whole  bent  of  his  mind 
was  to  impress  on  the  governors  the  responsibility  and  necessity  of 
setting  an  example  to  the  governed ;  and  by  that  means  amdioSrate 
the  condition  of  the  people.  But  his  failure  is  easily  aocooaited 
for,  he  relied  on  mere  morality  for  salvation. 
The  prescribed  limits  of  this  part  of  the  work,  preclude  a 

detail  of  his  chequered  life.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  the  works 
of  nature,  and  by  drawing  deductions  therefrom,  he  made  his 
disciples  think  for  themsdves,  by  exercising  their  judgment, 
observing,  ̂ 'I  teach  you  nothing  but  what  you  might  learn 
yourselves,  if  you  made  a  proper  use  of  your  faculties.  All  I  tell 
you,  our  ancient  sages  have  practised  before  us,  viz.  the  three 
fundamental  laws  of  relation  between  sovereign  and  subject, 
father  and  child,  husband  and  wife :  and  the  five  capital  virtues; 
namely,  universal  charity,  impartial  justice,  conformity  to  cere* 
monies  and  established  usages,  rectitude  of  heart  and  mind,  and 

pure  sincerity .'' To  a  new  governor,  who  was  going  tcf  a  distant  province,  he 
said,  ''Be  just  and  disinterested.  Justice  respects  no  one;  it 
gives  to  all  their  due.  Disinterestedness  leads  to  equity ;  wh^i 
we  are  biassed  we  cease  to  be  just.  If  we  take  anything  from  our 
inferiors,  under  whatever  title,  we  commit  a  theft  upon  tibem* 
Four  times  a  year  in  each  season  convene  the  people,  and  explain 
to  them  in  person  their  duties.  A  few  words  from  you  will  oe  a 
«ptir  to  their  attention.^^  This  is  done  at  the  present  day;  (see vol.  I.  page  164.) 
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In  answer  to  the  King  of  Tse^  who  wished  to  ktiow  if  fais 
ancestors^  to  whom  he  paid  homage^  could  hear  him,  the  re^ 

was,  "  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  speak  explicitly  on  this 
points  K I  were  to  say  that  our  ancestors  are  conscious  of  the 
hcMLOurs  we  pay  them ;  that  they  see,  hear,  and  know  what  passes 
on  earth,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  who  cherish  a  deep  sense  of 
filial  pie^,  would  neglect  their  own  lives,  for  the  sake  of  rejoicing 
in  the  other  worlds  those  whom  they  loved  in  this :  and  on  th6 
contrary,  were  I  to  say  that  aU  knowledge  of  the  living  ceases  with 
Kfe,  it  would  encourage  a  neglect  of  filial  duties^  and  dissolve  those 
sacred  ties  which  bind  the  human  race  in  social  happiness.  Con- 
tinue,  therefore  to  fulfil  as  you  have  hitherto  done,  your  duties 
to  your  progenitors ;  conduct  yourself  as  if  you  knew  them  to  h^ 
^ritnesses  of  your  actions^  and  seek  to  know  no  more;  the  time 
will  eome  when  you  trill  know  alV 

On  another  occasion,  being  pressed  to  say  who  was  a  saint,  or 

perfect  beings  he  said,  "I have  heard  that  in  the  western co/umtrtee, 
there  will  be  a  holy  man,  who  without  governing,  trill  prevent 
troubles;  who,  without  speaking  trill  inspire  faith ;  who  trithout 
ti6len$  changes,  trill  produce  good :  no  man  can  tell  his  name,  but 
he  trill  be  the  true  Saint  J^* 

In  one  of  the  discourses  which  the  king^  (Ting-kung)  had 
with  Confticius,  happening  to  touch  upon  the  customs  of  high 

antiquity^  he  inquired  why  the  ancient  emperors,  in  their  sacra- 
fices^  had  connected  their  ancestors  with  the  Teen.f 

The  answer  of  the  philosopher  is  extremely  curious. 
''The  Teen,'*  said  he,  ''is  the  universal  principle  and  prolific 

source  of  all  things.  Our  ancestors,  who  sprung  firom  this  source, 
are  themselves  the  source  of  succeeding  generations.  The  first 

duty  of  mankind  is  gratitude  to  Heaven ;  the  second,  gratitude 
to  those  irom  whom  we  sprung.  It  was  to  inculcate  at  the 
same  time  this  double  obligation  that  Fuh^he  (Fohi  or  Noah) 
cstaMished  the  rites  in  honour  of  heaven  and  of  ancestors,  re- 

quiring  that  immediately  after  sacrifidng  to  Shang-te,  homage 
should  be  rendered  to  our  progenitors.  But  as  neither  the  one 

nor  the  other  were  visible  by  the  bodily  organs,  he  sought  em- 
blems of  them  in  the  material  heavens. 

"  The  Shang-te  is  represented  under  the  general  emblem  of  the 
visible  firmament,  as  well  as  under  the  particular  symbols  of  the 

sun,  the  moon,  and  the  earth,  because  by  their  means  we  enjoy 

the  gifts  of  the  Shang-te.  The  sun  is  the  source  of  life  and  light  j 
the  moon  illuminates  the  world  by  night.  By  observing  the 

course  of  these  luminaries,  mankind  are  enabled  to  distinguish 

times  and  seasons.    The  ancients,  with  the  view  of  connecting 

•  The  Ching  Keaou-ehin  taeuen.   Notices  des  MSS.  du  Roi,  torn.  X.  p  40r. 

t  M.  Ainiot»s  translation  from  Kea-yu,    Teen  and  Shangte,  are  often  syDonyra<  ui 

and  denote  the  Being  who  is  above  all ;  Teen  is  used  to  denote   the  sky,  or  m   a 
sense  purely  material. 
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tke  aet  with  its  object,  when  ihejr  estaUislied  the  practioe  d 
■acraficing  to  the  Shanff^tey  fixed  the  day  of  the  winter  aobtioe, 
became  ̂ e  tun,  after  having  passed  t£nnigh  the  twdve  places 
assigned  apparently  by  the  Shang-te  as  its  annosl  reridence,  began 
ita  career  anew,  to  distribute  blessings  throughout  the  earth. 

''After  evincing,  in  some  measure,  their  obKgationa  to  the 
Skmnff'te,  to  whom  as  the  universal  principle  of  existence,  they 
owed  life  and  all  that  sustains  it,  the  heart  of  the  sacrificers  turned, 
with  natural  impulse,  towards  those  by  whom  the  life  they  en- 

joyed had  been  successively  transmitted  to  them;  and  they 
founded  a  ceremonial  of  respect  to  their  honour,  as  the  compli- 

ment of  the  solemn  worslup  due  to  the  Shang*te.  The  Chow 
Princes  (dynasty)  has  added  another  rite,  a  sacrifice  to  tiie  Shang^te, 
in  the  spring  season,  to  render  thanks  to  Him  for  the  fruits  of  the 

earth,  and  to  implore  Him  to  preserve  him/^ 
Instead  of  the  hiUock,  where  all  sacrifices  were  formeily  offered, 

under  the  canopy  of  Heaven,  temples  are  now  used  in  Chins  as 
elsewhere.  There  were  two  splendid  temples  in  Pding  during 
the  last  century.  They  are  both  dedicated  to  Shang-t^  but  under 
two  different  titles ;  in  the  one  he  is  adored  as  the  eten^d  spiriti 
in  the  other  as  the  spirit  that  created  and  preserves  the  iraM« 

The  Emperor,  as  the  father  of  his  people,  in  their  name  prays 
and  sacrifices.  The  preparation  is  attended  with,  if  possible,  more 
than  Jewish  outwai^  ceremonies.  No  audience  is  granted  s 
marriages,  funerals,  and  festivities  of  every  kind  are  disoMittnuedi 
the  tribunals  shut,  and  all  who  assist  must  prepare  thanselves  by 
fitfting,  prayer  and  continence. 

The  Emperor  and  his  train  ̂ >pear  in  the  utmost  pomp,  and 
the  magnificence  of  everjrthing  that  appears  in  the  temple  cor- 

responds to  that  of  the  sovereign ;  the  vases,  and  all  the  utensils 
employed,  are  of  gold,  and  cannot  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose* 
The  pomp  and  grandeur  of  the  Emperor  is  all  laid  aside  i»«viou8 
to  his  appearing  as  the  High  Priest  of  his  people.  He  prostrates 
himself  in  the  dust,  and  speaks  of  himself  in  the  most  abject 
manner,  as  does  Job.  (chap.  xl.  v.  4.)     See  vol.  i.  p.  65. 

M.  Biot,  states  that  several  odes  in  the  She-king  indicate,  in 
the  most  decisive  manner,  a  beUrf  in  a  supreme  Being,  the 
Shang-te,  or  sovereign  lord.  This  term  Shang-te  is  represented  in 
the  Shocking  as  '^  a  being  perfectly  just,  who  hates  no  one.'^  M. 
Biot  disagrees  with  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  missionaries, 
and  very  generally  believed  by  Europeans,  that  the  Chinese  never 
had  more  than  a  very  vague  belief  in  a  supreme  Being.  Tins 

opinion  is  founded  upon  the  circumstance  of  the  term  tecHf '  heaven,' 
being  more  frequently  employed  by  Chinese  moralists  than  that  of 

Shang-te,  *  Supreme  Lord.* Father  Amiot,  was  impressed  with  the  idea  that  one  of  the 
Chinese  characters  ̂   (equal  angles,)  signifies  strict  union,  har* 
mony,  the  chief  good  of  man,  of  heaven  and  earth ;  it  is  the  unioii 
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of  tl»B  three  (TsaiJ  which  signifies  principle ̂   pomeVy  and  knowledge ; 
t&t  united^  they  direct^  create^  and  nourish  together. 

Marco  Polo  states  that  the  Chinese  (in  a.d.  1270)  paid  adora* 
tion  to  a  tablet,  fixed  against  the  wall,  in  their  houses,  upon  which 
was  inscribed  the  name  of  the  High  Celestial  and  Supreme  God ; 
to  whose  honour  they  burnt  incense,  but  of  whom  they  had  no 
knage ;  the  words  w«re  three^  Tein,  Heaven ;  Hoang-tin,  Supreme 
Heaven;  and  Shang^tey  Sovereign  Lord.  Polo  was  of  opinion 
that  from  tiie  God  whose  name  was  on  the  tablet,  the  Chinese 
only  sought  two  things,  viz.,  sound  intellect  and  bodily  health. 

But  that  they  had  a  god  of  whom  they  had  a  statue  or  idol, 
which  they  called  Natigai,  who  was  the  god  of  all  terrestiai 
things;  in  &ct,  god  the  creator  of  the  world,  (inferior  or  subordi- 

nate to  the  supreme  being),  from  whom  they  expect  a  compliance 
with  whatever  temporal  request  they  make,  fine  weather  and  sueh 
lOce.  A  8<Hrt  of  mediator.  This  worship  has  a  striking  similarity 
t9  many  of  the  early  Christian  forms  of  worship.  TMs  apparent 
idolatry  may  have  crept  in  after  the  time  of  Confucius. 

According  to  a  translation  by  Confiicius^  he  evidently  professed 
a  firm  belief  in  the  Supreme  God^  which  with  the  observance  of 
some  ceremonial  rites,  was  all  that  the  Lord  of  Heaven  and  eartii 
then  required,  from  his  people. 

The  philosopher  first  impressed  his  followers  with  the  beauty 
and  perfection  of  the  solar  system,  the  economy  and  beautifid 
adaptation  of  the  material  world.  On  this  belief  he  fouadedhis 
system  of  ethics,  which  is  summed  up  in  a  few  words^  at  the  close 

of  his  work  Lun-yu,  as  follows : — *^  He  who  shall  be  fdlly  per- 
suaded, that  the  Lord  of  Heaven  governs  the  universe^  who  shall 

in  aU  things  choose  moderation^  who  shall  perfectly  know  his  own 
fE^pedes,  and  so  act  among  them  that  his  life  and  manners  may 
conform  to  his  knowledge  of  God  and  man,  may  be  truly  said  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  si^e,  and  be  far  exalted  above  the  com? 
mon  herd  of  the  human  race.^^ 

The  extraordinary  prophecy  of  Confucius  (see  vol.  i.  p.  239), 
where  he  describes  the  terrestrial  paradise, — the  fall  of  angels 
and  of  man, — the  appearance  at  that  moment  of  mercy,  and  the 
Holy  One  in  the  west  to  teach  and  save  mankind — must  have 
resulted  fix>m  Diyine  inspiration. 

Upon  this  passage  Dr.  Jackson,  the  eminent  author  of  Jewish 

Antiquities,  says,  '^  These  expressions  seem  to  be  presages  which 
Confucius  had  concerning  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  Holy  One  of 
God,  to  deliver  to  mankind  a  perfect  rule  of  religion  and  virtue ; 
and  his  saying  that  its  appearance  would  be  in  the  west,  seemed 
to  point  to  Judea^  the  most  western  country  of  Asia  in  respect  to 
China.''  "  Whenever  God  shall  raise  up  preachers  of  larue 
Christianity  amongst  the  people  of  China,  they  may  be  led  to  see 
and  be  convinced  that  Christ  is  the  Holy  One,  and  that  divine 
teacher,  whom  their  own  prophet,  so  many  ages  before,  had  taught 
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tiiem  to  ospecti  and  thk  maj  be  a  means  of  their  oonvermn: 

the  Christian  fidth.''    Antiquity  and  prophecy  are  mueh'  {fifledi in  China. 

The  Creator  has  implanted  in  all  mankind  an  earnest  Itrngingfei^' 
spiritual  communion  with  the  great  author  of  their  being."*^  Gen- 
fdcius  and  the  most  celebrated  Pagan  philosophers  hare  exprested 
an  anxiety  of  being  enlightened  by  some  personal  revelatiim  item 
God.t  PlatOi  who  has  credit  for  a  large  portion  of  heatbea  wis^ 
dom,  told  Socrates^  that  "  Alcibiades  knew  not  what  to  {Ntay  finr 
in  a  right  manner ;  and  that  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to  pray  in  the 
temple  till  God  should  dispell  the  darkness  of  his  mind,  so  tkat 

he  might  be  in  a  capacity  of  discerning  good  and  evil/'  And 
still  more  strongly,  Socrates  says,  ̂^  that  he  thought  it  best  to  be 
quiet  and  wait  till  something  should  come,  and,  by  a  dirine  teadi* 
ing,  remofe  the  mist  from  before  men's  ejes/'X 

Confncios  early  learned,  or  was  intuitiyely  instraeted,  that  m  all 
commimities  the  ehief  bond  of  connexion  is  the  reeognittoiL 
of  a  Being  superior  to  man,  an  upright  law,  giving  power. 
There  is  not  on  record  an  instance  of  any  human  legislature  dis- 
pensing  with  this  recognition.  It  was  tried  for  a  time  in  France, 
to  act  without  acknowledging  a  Supreme  Deity  during  the  fever 
of  the  Bevolution,  and  the  awful  result  is  well  known.  Confnciiis 
died  in  his  78rd  year,  b.  c.  479,  after  a  most  useful  life.  In  per- 
son  he  was  said  to  be  tall,  his  forehead  remarkably ^Jofly,  bb 
dieek-bones  yery  prominent,  and  his  eyes  dear*  Dr.  Morriscm 
states,  that  the  effigies  he  saw  of  him  represent  him  as  of  a  dark, 
swarthy  colour.  The  number  of  temples  dedicated  to  him  are 
said  to  be  upwards  of  1,500 ;  there  is  no  statue  or  mmumeiit 
that  would  indicate  gross  idolatry,  such  as  Budha,  but  a  simpk 
tablet,  with  this  inscription :  '^  Seat  of  the  soul  of  the  most  re* 
nowned  teacher  of  antiquity/' 

It  is  a  great  error  to  suppose  that  Confucius  was  worshipped  in 
his  lifetime.  He  never  was  an  object  of  religious  worship^  though 
modem  European,  professing  Christians  have  been  quite  wilting 
to  pay  the  homage  of  civil  adoration  to  his  tablet.  See  p.  469. 
On  the  contrary,  society  must  have  arrived  at  an  advanced  stage  of 
civilization  to  have  tolerated  his  austere  precepts.  The  benefinctors 
of  mankind  in  all  ages  have  been  more  frequently  persecuted  than 
adored  or  worshipped  during  their  lifetime.  The  late  Dr.  Mor- 

rison was  of  opinion  that  Coi^cius  was  engaged  in  politics  all  his 
life ;  and  even  his  ethics  dwell  chiefly  on  those  social  duties  which 
have  a  pcditical  bearing.  A  family  is  the  prototype  of  hia  nation 
or  empire ;  and  he  made  the  basis  of  his  system  not  the  virionary 
notions  (which  have  no  existence  in  nature)  of  independence  and 
equality,  but  principles  of  dependence  and  subordination  ^  as  of 

*  *,'  Tka  desire  of  all  nattont."    Haggat,  ch,  ii.  v.  7* 

t  B,c.  840.  t  Plato»  Alcib.  2.  Alto  Leland's  Dinne  Rev,  tqL  i.  p.  i79^    . 
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children  to  parents,  the  jounger  to  the  elder,  and  so  oft.  l^nese' 
principles  are  perpetually  inculcated  in  the  Confucian  writings,  as 

well  as  embodied  in  solemn  ceremonials,  and  in  apparently  trivial' 
fi»rms  of  mere  etiquette. 

Sir  John  Davis  says :  "  Confticius  embodied  in  sententious 
maxiinathe  first  principles  of  morals  and  of  government;  and  the 
purity  and  excellence  of  some  of  his  precepts  (whatever  may  have 
been  said  to  the  contrary  by  persons  ignorant  of  the  language,) 
will  bear  a  comparison  with  even  those  of  the  Gospel."  [Many  of 
these  maxims  I  have  given  in  the  previous  volume,  p.  41.] 

^'  It  is  probably  this  feature  of  his  doctrines  that  has  made  bim 
suoh  a  favorite  with  all  the  governments  of  China  for  many  cen- 

turies past,  and  down  to  this  day.  These  principles  and  these 
forins  are  early  instilled  into  young  minds,  and  form  the  basis  of 
their  moral  sentiments ;  the  elucidation  and  enforcement  of  Ae»B 
pfinciples  and  forms  is  the  business  of  students  who  aspire  to  be 
miigistrates«:Or  statesmen,  and  of  the  wealthy,  who  desire  nominal 
rank  in  the  country ;  and  it  is,  in  all  likelihood,  owing  chiefly  to 
the  influence  of  these  principles  on  the  national  mind  and  oon- 
scienee,  that  China  holds  together  the  largest  associated  popula- 

tion in  the  world." 
Mr.  Thornton,  who  can  read  the  Chinese  language,  and  who 

has  with  great  zeal  written  the  best  work  I  have  se^i  on  the 

ancient  history  of  China,  says : — "  The  remote  age  of  Con&cim, 
the  slight  attention  paid  to  Chinese  literature  in  Europe,"  [he 
might  hafve  said,  particularly  in  England]  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  ancient  records  of  Cluna,  and  other  causes,  have  conspired 
toobsesrethe  fame  of  this  wonderful  man,  who  is  often  regarded 
almost  in  the  light  of  a  fabulous  personage.  His  biography  can 
only  be  discredited  upon  grounds  which  would  destroy  all  his-* 
torical  evidence ;  and,  assuming  its  truth,  and  that  the  writings 
and  apoptbegms  attributed  to  him  are  genuine  (and  neither  can  be 
reasonably  questioned),  he  must  be  ranked  amongst  the  greatest 
characters  of  antiquity.  He  was,  perhaps,  the  only  reformer  and 
legislator  in  early  times,  who  did  not  betray  the  natural  weakness 
of  aspiring  to  supernatural  distinction ;  for  even  Socrates  had  his 
familiar  genius. 

"  His  persevering  efforts  to  lead  men  into  the  path  of  reason 
and  of  natural  religion,  were  the  offspring  of  pure  philosophy, 
without  the  least  taint  of  ambition  or  of  selfishness.  His  moral 
doctrine  discovers  none  of  the  ingenious  subtleties  and  incom- 
prdensible  logomachies  of  the  Hindoo  schools,  and  its  severe  sim- 

plicity forms  a  strong  contrast  with  the  ethical  systems  of  ancient 
Ghreece. 

"  His  maxims  of  conduct  are  of  a  practical,  not  of  a  speculative; 
character ;  applicable  to  all  the  pursuits  of  life,  being  based  upon 
human  nature ;  herein  differing  essentially  from  the  mysticism  of 

LaoH'tsze,  and  tho  sect  of  ̂   the  Immortals.^ 
VOL.    II.  2   G 
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''  By  diMdaiinuig  the  original  erf  the  truths  he  taught^  be  ob- 
Tnited  at  once  the  imputation  of  egotism,  and  the  dread  of  iteao^a- 
tioni  and  they  could  not  be  better  enforced  than  1^  the  reelitilde 
and  blamelessness  of  his  own  life.  The  superioricy  of  his  senti- 

ments over  those  of  the  heathen  moralists,  which  have  been  ao 
highly  extolled,  has  seldom  been  properly  appreciated ;  l^y  bear 
the  impress  of  sincerity,  and  of  practical  ntiUty,  whereaa  An 
sounding  aphorisms  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers  wear  Ihb 

eomplerion  of  mere  roortive  speculation.^' 
He  divided  his  scholars  into  four  gradations;  to  the  first  hio 

taught  morals;  to  the  second,  rhetoric;  to  the  third,  politieiA 
knowledge ;  and  to  the  fourth,  the  art  of  elegant  writing,  m  whidb 
the  Hd>rew  scribes  excelled,  especially  Ezra. 

His  system  was  to  commence  at  the  foundation  nad  totm  the 
mind ;  this  was  the  primary  introduction  to  all  the  others,  asid  by 
this  means,  he  cleared  the  intellect  from  the  fanaticisms  and  ol»» 
scurities  which  prevent  the  mind  from  distinguishing^Maruth  frofti 
fidsehood. 

This  he  illustrates  by  the  husbandman,  oiearing  out  lOEiertenuons 
weeds,  before  he  commits  the  good  seed  to  the  ground. 

The  doctrines  of  Confucius  have  been  differently  represented  by 
several  who  have  examined  his  character.  Martini  says  that  his 
morality  is  truly  worthy  of  respect  and  admiration ;  for  instance, 
''  that  the  greatest  good  attainable  by  man,  is  the  improvement  of 
himself  and  others,'^  and  again,  in  another  text,  hesays,  ̂ .'tbe  p^ 
fection  of  man  consists  in  keeping  the  light,  afforded  to  ei^ery  one 
by  nature,  bright  and  burning,  so  that  be  may  never  err  agmsnt  the 
law  of  nature,  or  lose  sight  of  the  precepts  implanted  by  nattrrer  im 

his  bosom.'^ 
According  to  Kempfer,  the  Confucien  system,  as  practised  in 

Japan,  was  highly  applauded  by  the  Emperor  and  his  aobiKt^, 
until  the  time  that  that  jealous  nation  excluded  Christianity.  Their 
contempt  for  idolatry,  and  probably,  their  moral  dootriaes,  mMb 
the  government  suspect  the  Confucians  of  a  secret  leaning  towards 
Christianity;  the  followers  of  his  system  were  closely  watched,  and  a 
resolution  to  eradicate  it,  as  well  as  Christianity,  was  detennined  on^ 
when  its  followers  complied  with  some  outward  forms  of  their  own 
system,  by  which  means  it  was  allowed  to  be  practised.  In  Kemp- 
fer's  time  it  had  been  declining  rapidly  in  Japan. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Mosaic  and  pure  patriarchial  sysftem,  if 
restored  or  sustained  by  Confucius,  in  the  year  b.c.  530,  and  sub- 

sequently preserved  by  the  numerous  disciples  who  si^vived  and 
succeeded  him,  has  become  somewhat  obsolete. 

Two  remarkable  circumstances  are  related  in  Chinese  histb! 

connected  with  the  prophecy  of  Confucius,  which  occurred  in  i 
first  century  of  our  era : — 

1st.  The  reigning  Emperor's  tide,  at  the  period  of  th^.bfrtJi  .of 
Christ,  was  Piny4e,  which  signified  '*  Prince  of  Peace/' 
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'  ̂ ckL  In  the  ;«tur,  AiO.  6S^  the  Brnperoat  Miog^te  soii  to  the 
^-'  West/*  for  the  "  Holy  One  f^  the  envoys  Tetnmfid  from  Ceyloit^ witk  Bome  priests  oS  the  reli^on  of  Bndha,  whioh  has  erer  smoef 
been  tolerated^  and  a  portion  of  the  people  followed^  (see  p;  68^ 
Tol.  i.) 

Bndhism  is  an  exotic^*  and  in  no  way  indigenous  to  China  j  it 
hm  extended  among  the  lower  classes^  and  is  probably  the  least 
degrading  of  the  yarious  idolatrous  systems. 

Confucius  was  in  the  habit  of  commending  just  and  upright 
mlers^  and  indicated  his  approval  by  stating,  that  the  Emperors 
nAc  ruled  according  to  the  law  of  reason,  and  example  of  the  God 
of  Heaven,  would  have  their  conduct  approved  by  "that  Holy 
person  who  is  expected  to  come  upon  earth ;  even  though  a  hundred 

ages  should  pass  before  his  coming  J^'f 
Goi^let  says,  that  the  Chinese  have  a  traditional  account,  nuxed 

with  £dble,  of  the  creation  of  the  world.  They  have  an  aoccMmt  of 
tiw  long  lifes  of  the  Patriarchs,  who  lived  before  the  flood,  whom 
they  supposed  to  live  eight  or  ten  thousand  years.  These  were 
understood  as  centuries  of  years :  and  others  say,  the  years  were 
hmar  months,  by  winch  the  Egyptians  computed  the  years  of  the 
mgiis  of  tiieir  mtediluvian  heroes.j:  Either  computation  would 
agree  with  the  Scripture  history. 

The  next  step  in  my  argument,  is  to  shew  the  existence  oi  Jaws 
in  China,  from  the  earUest  period,  and  thus  to  demrnistrata  how 
China  must  have  possessed  a  knowledge  of  God,  and  how  remarks* 
bly  it  has  been  prepared  and  k^  r^dy  at  the  fitting  period  for 
the  Fecepticm  of  Christianity.  On  the  dispersion  of  mankind  oa 
the  plain  of  Shinar,  it  is  most  probable,  for  the  reasons  pretiondy 
stated,  that  a  large  portion  would  have  settled  in  the  fertile  regions 
of  China.  Wherever  the  seed  of  Abrahiun  colonized,  they  would 
h»ve  resisted  idolatry,  and  looked  anxiously  forward  to  the  Mes- 

siah, whose  blessed  mission  would  ever  be  the  theme  promulgated. 

The  Jews  may,  indeed,  have  been  {M'eserved  there  to  this  day,  as  a 
nseuis  whereby  Qfod  designs  to  awaken  the  Chinese  to  a  conviction 
of  the  promise  having  been  fulfilled  in  Christ. 

The  diq^rsion  of  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel,  which  took  place 
about  the  year  b.c.  721,  is  clearly  foretold  in  the  first  book  of 

Kings,  xiv.  15, 16.  "  the  Lord  shall  scatter  them  beyond  the  river  :'^ 
in  the  second  book  of  Kings,  xvii.  4, 5,  6,  "  Israel  carried  atpoig 
into  Assyria"  and  xviii.  9,  10, 11. 

*  A  dream,  it  k  said,  infonn«d  tb€  Emperor  a.d.  65,  Chat  th«  *'  Holy  0^«,*'  was 
born  in  the  West,  and  the  native  histptiaiis  record  that  an  embassy  was  tb«fiefore, 
sent  to  India,  to  bring  hither  some  disciples  of  the  new  born  sage.  In  the  classic 
odes  there  was  found  a  passage,  whi(2h  in  indefinite  terms  spoke  of  such  ati  event ; 
-Ifite  was  tbottglyt  sufficiently  corroborative'  of  the  infalUblei  dream  of  the^  Emp^o^,  id 
that  wb^Sn  the  Btnidbtst  priests  arrived,  they  were  received  with  op«n  arms^ 

t  Imo  etiamsi  post  centum  secula  expectatus  sanctus  advenerit,  non  ambigic  quin 
eadem  virtus  eidem  testata  sit  futura. — Couplet,  p.  85. 

I  Couplet'a  Pr«fflt^ad  Sin.  Chror.ol.  p.  5. 
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iead  to  further  investigation*  Jerome,  Jardbi^  GrotiiiSi  an^ 
Pleffer,  supposed^  that  by  the  land  of  Sinim  is  meant  the  peninsula 
of  Arabia^  and  particularly  the  desert  of  Sin,  and  the  region 
round  about  Sinai.  Others  prefer  to  understand  Egypt,  two  of 
whose  cities  are  called  in  Scripture,  Sin  and  Seyne ;  many  Jewish 
4md  Christian  writers  maintain  this  opinion.  Those  who  hold  that 

China  is  ''  the  land  of  Sinim^^'  are  Manasseth  ben  Israel,  Ariasfj 
MontanuSj  Dorsch,  Langles,  Gesinius,  Calmet^  Hager,  MorrisoUj 
and  others.  The  versions  have  disregarded  in  a  great  measure  the 
punctuation  of  the  original,  but  literally  translated  and  pointed 
luccording  to  the  Hebrew,  it  reads.  Behold  these ;  from  afar  they 
shall  come.  And  behold  these !  from  the  north ;  and  from  the  west ; 
and  these  I  from  the  land  of  Sinim.  There  is  a  full  stop  after  the 

clause  ̂   from  afar  they  shall  come,'  and  also  at  the  end  of  the Terse*. 

The  distinguished  biblical  scholar,  Dr.  Bridgeman,  has  elabo- 
rately com^ients  on  this  remarkable  passage :  and  first  he  says^ 

that;  '^  the  expression  in  the  first  clause  'from  afar,'  is  indefir 
nite.  In  three  places,  Jeremiah  xxx.  10 ;  xlvi.  27,  and  Hab.  i.  8 ; 
it  seems  to  refer  to  the  Chaldeans ;  in  one,  Deut.  xxviii.  49,  to  the 
Bomans;  and  in  one,  Joel  iii.  8,  to  the  Sabeans.  Yet  even  in 
these,  its  definite  signification  arises  from  the  context,  whilst  else- 

where thare  is  nothing  to  induce  us  to  suppose  that  one  part  of 
the  world  is  intended  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other. 

Thus  in  the  passage  in  Isaiah  xliii.  6^  '  bring  my  sons  from 
afar,  and  my  daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,'  the  expression 
is  evidently  to  be  understood  as  comprehending  all  the  distant 

parts  of  the  earth ;  consequently  the  assertion  of  Vitringa,  '  by 
Merahoth,  the  east  is  to  be  understood,'  is  quite  gratuitous.  There 
is  no  other  place  in  Isaiah  where  it  has  this  signification,  and 
why  should  ̂ his  be  an  exception  ?  By  the  north,  in  the  prophe- 

cies of  the  Old  Testament,  Babylon  and  the  countries  adjacent  are 
almost  always  intended ;  thus  in  the  prophecy  so  often  repeated 
by  Jeremiah,  '  I  will  bring  evil  from  the  north,  and  great  destruc- 

tion/ (Jeremiah  iv.  6,  also  1,  9 — 41,)  Babylon  is  evidently  meant. 
By  the  west  (literally  from  the  sea,  the  Mediterranean  sea  lying 
west  of  Judea,)  is  generally  to  be  imderstood,  all  the  countries 
west  of  Canaan,  particularly  the  maritime  countries  around  the 
Mediterranean. 

In  Daniel  viii.  5,  Alexander  is  predicted  under  the  figure  of  a 
he-goat  that  came  from  the  west.  The  land  of  Sinim  is  the  only 
clause  whose  meaning  is  involved  in  doubt ;  the  word  does  not 
occur  elsewhere,  so  that  little  direct  assistance  is  gained  from 
direct  parallel  passages.  It  is  commonly  pronounced  with  the 
first  vowel  short ;  the  analogy  of  other  scripture  names  Sidon, 
Silas,  Sihon,  Sinai,  8cc.,  shows  that  it  should  be  long,  as  e  in  pine, 
Si-nim. 

The  name  Siaite,  Gen.  x.  17,  and  Chron.  i.  15,  belongs  to  a 
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CMMBiltth  tribe  Borth  of  Palestine,  end  cannot  be  intended  heve. 
The  only  other  names  resembling  Si-mim,  are  Seyne  and  Sin,  two 
eities  in  Egypt,  and  Sinai  and  Sin  in  Arabia* 

The  first  clause  of  the  prophecy  predicts  the  conTersion  of  tSie 
world  to  God,  under  a  figure  drawn  from  the  exirting  dispensation, 
when  worshippers  of  the  true  Ood  came  up  to  the  temple  at  Jef««- 
salem  to  offer  their  sacrifices.  The  person  who  speaks  is  Jehovsdi, 
the  Redeemer  of  Israel,  and  his  object  is  to  confirm  his  eovensOEit 
with  the  Son,  and  thus  console  the  church  mourning  over  ker 
desolations. 

Be  declares  that  even  firom  the  most  distant  nations  shall  liis 
people  come  to  pay  homage  to  the  true  God,  and  to  the  Savionr 

whose  appointment  is  so  fully  set  forth  in  verses  1—12 — **  BehM 
these !  from  afvr  they  shall  come.**  The  succeeding  clauses  divide 
the  world  into  three  great  parts,  and  predict  the  conversion  of 
each  under  the  same  figure. 

*'  Fehold  these ;  !from  the  north,  Mndfrom  the  west ;  jmd  these :  I 

from  the  land  of  Simm.'* 
Thus  there  is  a  general  declaration,  **  from  afar,''  including  the 

parts,  the  north,  the  west,  and  the  land  of  Sinim. 
The  interpretation  of  M.  Henry  is,  that  ''some  pitovince  of 

Babylon  is  meant ;''  this  is  untenable,  as  the  whole  of  Babykm  is 
inoluded  in ''  the  north.'' 

Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  says, ''  Sin  signifies  a  bush,  and  Sinim  bnslies, 
woods,  &c.    Probably  this  means  that  the  land  where  several  of 
the  last  Jews  dwell  is  a  woodland.    The  Ten  Tribes  are  gone  no 
one  knows  whither.    On  the  slave  coast  of  Africa  some  Jewish 
rites  appear  among  the  people,  and  all  the  males  are  circumcised. 
I  understood  that  such  was  the  case  with  the  Caffires,  and  also  with 
the  light  coloured  race,  from  Ovah,  in  the  interior  of  Madagascar; 
but  this  merely  proves  that  the  Jews  were  scattered  in  all  lands. 
The  whole  of  the  south-eastern  part  of  Africa,  as  it  appears  from 
the  coast,  may  be  emphatically  called  ''  erets  sinim,"  the  land  of 
bushes,  as  it  is  all  covered  with  bushes  as  £ur  as  the  eye  can  reach." 

The  chief  arguments  to  prove  that  Mount  Sinai  and  the  regions 
adjacent  in  Egypt,  are  meant,  are  that  the  context  requires  a  south- 

ern country,  as  also  the  similarity  of  the  names  Sinai  and  Sin  with 
Sinim,    It  is  assumed  that ''  from  afar  "  means  "  from  the  east ; " 
having  thus  the  north,  east,  and  west ;  the  south  mui^  also  be  con- 

tained in  the  prophecy,  and  as  the  desert  oi  Sin  lies  south  of  Jmdea, 
it  may  be  the  land  of  Sinim.    There  would  be  little  force  in  the 
argument,  were  it  certain  that  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth  axe 
referred  to ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  certain,  and  it  is  gratuitous 
to  assert  that  '^from  afar"  means  '^from  the  east;"  it  is  equally  so  to 
say  that  ''the  land  of  Sinim  "  must  be  a  southern  land.  The  second 
argument  is  quite  as  weak :  there  is  a  similarity  in  the  names  but 
nothing  more;  Sin  and  Sinai  are  not  Sinim,  and  it  is  quite  irrelo^ant 
to  say  that  Siuim  is  the  plural  of  Sin,  for  there  were  not  two  deserts 



^:SUir  i^nd  why  shoidd  the  plural  be  used  ?  The  objections  against 
l1^£1  new  are  serious^  1*  If  the  remark  abeady  made  be  correct^ 
that  ̂ ^from  afar  ̂ ^  is  a  general  term^  including  those  that  follow^ 
theii  the  north,  the  west,  and  the  land  of  Sinim  must  also  be  afar 

off.  But  the  desert  of  Sin  was  near  to  Jerusalem.  A  few  days^ 
journey  brought  the  Arabians  to  Jerusalem,  and  a  few  days'  journey 0«rried  them  thence  to  the  extreme  limits  of  their  land.  2.  The 
prophecy  is  of  great  things,  the  conversion  of  many  nations  unto 
Qodk  B^t  Arabia,  and  especially  the  region  around  Sinai,  has  few 
inhabitants,  and  its  political  importance  is  small,  while  the  desert 
of  Sin  would  never  have  been  heard  of,  but  for  its  connection  with 
the  faistary  of  Israel  in  their  wanderings ;  how  then  can  we  sup- 

pose a  country  so  insignificant  to  be  singled  out  in  a  prophecy 
;Whose  scope  is  so  comprehensive  ?  3.  Nor  is  it  unworthy  of  no- 

tice tiiiat  this  opinion  has  never  been  general  in  the  Christian 
Church ;  excepting  Jerome  and  Grotius,  there  are  few  or  no  names 
of  note  in  its  favour^  That  the  Chaldee  and  Vulgate  viprsions 
suppose  a  southern  land  to  be  meant  (while  it  does  not  show  that 
even  they  thought  Arabia  to  be  that  land),  only  proves  that  the 
authors  of  these  versions  were  as  iU-informed,  as  were  the  authors 
of  the  Septuagint  and  Arabic  versions,  who  decide  in  favour  of  the 
Pe^siaiss. 

II.  The  opinion  that  Egypt  is  meant,  is  more  probable  than  the 
[^xteoeding,  and  has  the  support  of  more  eminent  names ;  the  weight 
of  authority  is  certainly  in  its  favour.  But  the  arguments  are 
jiieady  the  same  aa  those  just  answered  : — 

1 .  The  context  requires  a  southern  land.  2.  Sin,  in  Ezek.  xxx.  15, 
which  certainly  is  a  city  of  Egypt,  very  nearly  resembles  Sinim, 
while  Seyne,  also  a  city  of  Egyptj  is  a  cognate  word.  3.  Sinim 
being  the  plurkl  form,  is  used  in  reference  to  the  division  of  Egypt 

iato  two  parts ;  "  from  the  land  of  Sinim,^'  is  from  the  land  of  the 
two  Sin ;  i.e.,  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt.  The  objection  against 
the  previous  view,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Arabia  are  few,  is  not 
applicable  to  Egypt.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  argu- 

ments in  favour  of  the  position  are  sufficient,  while  the  objections 
are  certainly  strong. 

That  the  context  requires  a  southern  country  has  already  been 
shown  to  be  incorrect.  As  to  the  second  argument.  Sin 
(Ezek.  XXX.  15,  16)  is  not  a  name  of  Egypt,  but  simply  of  one  of 
its  cities ;  nor  does  it  appear  to  have  been  often  used,  for  we  meet 
it  only  once.  Seyne  is  the  name  of  a  city  or  fortress  in  Egypt, 
but  neither  of  these  names  were  ever  applied  to  the  country  itself. 
The  remark  that  the  plural  form  has  reference  to  Upper  and  Lower 
Egypt  is  merely  fanciful :  there  wete  not  two  places  nam^d  Sin  in 
Egypt. 

A  sound  reasoner  will  not  argue,  that  because  one  of  the  cities  was 
eaHed  Sin  or  Seyne,  the  country  itself  bore  the  same  nme,  and 
must  be  intended  in  the  prophecy.  It  would  be  easy  in  this  way  to 
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prove  that  China  is  the  ooontry  intended,  ai  many  of  the  ekies^ 

districts,  and  departments  are  called  by  names  resembling'  Sitiim. 
2.  Granting  even  that  Egypt  was  called  Sin^  it  was  not  qfar  (ff.  A 
little  more  distant  than  Arabia,  theEgyptians  were  the  nearer  neigh- 

bours of  the  Israelites,  and  the  latter  were  prone  in  every  emer* 
gency  to  "  go  down  to  Egypt "  for  help.  8.  The  oontezt  appesrt 
to  point  in  another  direction.  It  speaks  of  remote  nations,  and 
arranges  them  in  three  divisions,  j^gypt  falls  as  naturally  in  tb($ 
western  or  maritime  as  in  the  southern*  But  if  Egypt  be  the  land 
of  Sinim,  the  division  is  very  unequal.  We  riiall  then  have  the 
north,  the  west,  and  the  land  of  Egypt,  but  where  is  aU  tlxi  vast 
population  eastward  and  southward,  from  the  land  of  Canaan? 
Nearly  half  the  human  race  is  thus  left  out  of  the  prophe^,  whose 
scope  includes  the  whole. 

Isaiah  lived  seven  centuries  before  the  birth  of  Christ ;  and  at 
that  period  China  was  a  great  nation ;  its  chronology  is  stated  by 
Dr.  Jackson  to  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  that  of  the  Egyptians ; 
not  only  because  it  has  not  been  corrupted  by  commnnication,  in- 
termixture,  or  accommodation  with  other  nations;  but  abobe^ 
cause  it  b  taken  from  authentic  records,  which  are  further  verified 
by  astronomical  data,  (see  vol.  i.,  p.  286^  on  eclipses).  Accor£ng 
to  prophecy,  the  Jews  became  indifferent  as  to  the  place  ot^aea 
habitation,  and  were  familiarized  with  a  roaming  life;  they  joomejed 
amongst  the  Scythians,  sought  a  resting  place  in  distant  regioas, 
safe  from  persecution;  and  the  expatriated  families  were  soon  for- 

gotten by  their  own  clan.  It  was  not  long  after  the  prophecy  of 
Isaiah  that  the  Jews  sought  and  found  a  resting  place  in  Chins; 
and  it  is  evident  from  the  writings  and  remarkable  predictions  and 
sayings  of  Confucius,  B.C.  520,  that  he  learned  from  the  Jews 
the  prophecies  of  Isaiah  and  the  other  inspired  writers,  who  fore- 

told the  existence  of  nations  almost  unborn  and  unnamed ;  thus 
the  Romans  were  described  in  Leviticus,  in  Deut.  xxviii.  49,  an^I 
in  Daniel  xi.  Zechariah  declared  the  overthrow  of  Persia — Isaiah 

announced  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from  the  captivity  in  Baby- 
lon by  Cyrus,  nearly  200  years  before  it  occurred.  It  is  impos- 

sible to  read  the  sublime,  nervous,  and  poetic  inspirations  in  this 
wonderful  agent  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  so  clearly  saw  the  re- 

demption of  mankind  by  the  Redeemer,  without  giving  full  cre- 
dence to  his  prophecy  of  the  final  conversion  of  the  Gentiles. 

That  the  '^  Land  of  Sinim,''  as  prophecied  by  Isaiah,  means 
China,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  on  my  mind ;  in  a  previous  page, 
(vol.  i.  p.  241,)  I  have  shewn  that  by  this  name,  or  its  nearly  ana- 

logous sounds,  Sinae — Sinicae — Sin — Chin — Sina — China,  or  at 
least  its  southern  part,  has  for  ages  been  known.*    It  agrees  inth 

*  When  Sir  William  Jonei  made  the  following  remarks,  he  waa  not  aware  tb»t 
Sinim  might  reasonably  be  supposed  China  ;  hit  observations  are  therefore  wortlqrof 
at  rntion  *'  The  territory  of  Chin,  so  called  by  the  old  Hindoos,  by  tlie  Persianst  ""^ 
by  the  Chinese,  (while  the  Greeks  and  Arabs Vere  pbliged,  by  their  detective  ariicu- 
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ike  pfophecy  as  a  distant  land ;  as  forming  a  third  portion  of  the 
hftbitable  earth,  now,  and  probably  for  many  centuries,  containing 
oiae-third  of  mankind,  and  as  not  being  included  in  the  geogra- 

phical divisions  mentioned  by  the  prophet.  Thus,  in  distance, 
population,  and  territorial  division,  as  well  as  in  name,  China,  or 
Sma,  is  the  land  described  by  Isaiah,  and  with  which  it  is  evi* 
dent  the  Jews  were  acquainted  as  early  as  the  year  1715  b.c, 
for  China  was  the  only  country  which  then  produced  silk. 
Thus,  first,  (b.c  1715)  in  Genesis,  Ixi.  42,  Pharaoh  arrayed 
Joseph  *'  in  a  vesture  of  fine  linen''  (or  silk).  Cruden  admits  the 
two  translations,  "fine  Unen  or  silk"  so  also  the  polyglot  and 
other  bibles.  Second,  b«c.  1070,  in  Prov.  xxxi.  22,  respecting  a 

fjood  wife,  whose  clothing  is  " silk  and  purple"  Tkird,  b.c  594, 
in  Ezekiel,  xvi.  13,  in  the  terrible  passage  on  the  abominations  of 

Jerusalem,  "  /  covered  thee  with  silk"  Fourth,  b.c  595, ^in  the 
hioient  of  the  kings  and  merchants  over  the  fall  of  Babylon.  Bev. 
xviii.  (written  a.d.  96.)  Until  the  reign  of  Justinian,  (a.d.  520) 
when  Christian  missionaries  penetrated  into  China,  the  silk-worm 
was  unknown  out  of  that  country. 
Among  the  Chinese  the  same  sacred  numbers  are  found  as 

tiiose  amcmg  the  Jews.  This  may  be  called  an  accident,  but  it  is 
a  very  singular  coincidence,  if  the  two  nations  were  unknown  to 
ea^h  other.  Again,  among  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  fol- 

lowers of  Confucius,  he  had  only  seventy-two  initiated ;  precisely 
the  number  of  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim,  of  the  Roman  cardinals, 
itnd  of  the  chosen  disciples  of  Christ. 

UiH^n,  to  miscall  it  Sin,)  gave  its  name  to  a  race  of  Emperors,  whose  tyranny  made 
their  memory  so  unpopular,  that  the  modern  inhabitants  of  China  hold  the  word  in 
abhorrence,  and  speak  of  themselves  as  the  people  of  a  milder  and  more  virtuous  dy- 

nasty }  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  whole  nation  descended  from  the  Chinat  of 
Menu,  and  mixing  with  the  Tartars,  by  whom  the  plains  of  Honan  and  the  more 
southern  provinces  were  thinly  inhabited,  formed,  by  degrees,  the  race  of  men  who 
no'.v  possess  the  noblest  empire  in  Asia  " 

In  an  abridgement  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  at  Paris,  dated 
1714,  it  is  stated,  that  the  Duke  of  Escalona,  a  foreign  associate,  sent  the  Society  a 
map  of  China,  drawn  by  a  Chinese.  Tlie  following  observations  were  made  by  the 
celebrated  M.  Delisle,  in  comparing  the  ancient  China  wi:h  the  modern.  He  says^ 
'*  It  is  true  that  Ptolemy  distinguishes  Serica  from  the  country  of  Sinaet  which  must 
be  the  modern  China;  but,  in  the  time  of  Ptolemy,  they  may  have  given  the  name  of 
the  country  of  the  Sinae  only  to  the  southern  part  of  China ;  so  that  he  places  at  the 
35th  degree  of  latitude  the  limits  of  Serica,  and  of  his  country  Sinae,  which  is  more  to 
to  the  south;  and  it  is  at  this  very  degree,  or  within  15,  that  our  modem  observa- 

tions place  the  limits  of  Nankin,  which  was  without  in  the  province  of  Sinae.  Pto- 
lemy further  says,  that  it  was  towards  ihe  36th  degree  of  latitude  (parallel  of  Rhodes*) 

that  they  had  the  most  observations.  All  other  maps  place  Serica  in  Scythia,  except 

Ptolemy's,  which  must  be  a  mistake,  as  Scythia  (Tartary)  never  produced  silk" 
I'here  is  strong  reason  for  believing  that  Siam,  Cambodia,  Borneo*  and  Java  were 

depending  on  China ;  for  instance,  Ptolemy's  island  of  Jabadu  is  certainly  the  island of  Java  ;  it  extended  from  E.  to  W.,  so  does  Java.  The  ten  Maniole  of  Ptolemy  are  the 
ten  Philippines.  It  appears  he  was  better  acquainted  with  northern  than  southern 
dnna,  having  placed  the  capital  of  the  Sinae  in  the  3rd  degree  of  southern  latitude. . 

Modem  observations  have  no  part  of  China  nearer  than  18  degrees.  Ptolemy's  three 
islands  of  the  **  Satyrs"  must  be  those  of  Japan.  Small  errors  are  not  surprising,  but 
we  may  wonder  that  the  early  writers  should  have  such  a  number  of  just  notions. 
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The  Father  off  his  pecple  is  a  common  expreaaion  hx  Cbma. 
The  Jews  call  themidyes  sons  of  Abraham^  Isaac,  and  Jacob. 
Father,  among  the  Hebrews,  was  a  term  of  respect  from  infaion 
to  ralers  and  elders.  See  2  Kings,  yi.  21 ;  y.  13 ;  xiii.  14;  Job, 
uix.  16.  Other  analogies  are  shewn  at  vol.  i.  p.  239,  betwaea 
the  Jews  and  the  Chinese. 

It  was  as  easy  for  the  law  of  Moses  to  reach  China  as  to  reaeh 
Persia.  Zoroaster,  B.C.  512,  in  concert  with  Hystaspes,  worked  a 
wonderful  change  among  the  Persians ;  in  five  years  he  gsined 
over  the  whole  nation  to  his  system.  Some  authors  state  tibat  be 
was  a  native  of  Palestine,  and  others  that  he  was  only  educated 
there.  Dr.  Hide  says  he  became  acquainted  with  the  kno  0fM^m 
4md  the  prophecies,  and,  finding  there  that  Ood  promised  to  raise 
np  to  the  Israelites  a  prophet  like  unto  Moses,  to  wbomtbey 
should  implicitly  hearken,  the  impostor  gave  himself  ottt  as  tlie 
prophet,  and  made  his  hearers  betieve  that  tiie  $iare  had  so  in- 

structed him.  The  Persian  magi  confound  the  twoj  and  declared 
Moses  was  Zoroaster,  to. uphold  their  system.* 

The  Affghans  have  a  tradition  amongst  them,  by  which  they 
call  themselves  the  posterity  of  Mellic-Talut  (King  Saul)  who 
is  said  to  be  a  descendant  of  Judah,  the  son  of  Jacob,  <»r  accordiBg 
to  others,  the  son  of  Benjamin,  the  brother  of  Joseph. 

All  the  Persian  historians,  state  that  the  Affghans  are  deseended 
£rom  the  Hebrews,  they  have  traditions  of  such  deseent,  their 
families  are  distinguished  by  the  names  of  Jewish  tribes,  but 
since  their  conversion  to  Islamism,  they  do  everything  to  coaceal 
their  origin.  The  Pushto  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
Chaldaic.  The  Affghan  Jews,  that  I  have  seen,  bear  a  perfect 
resemblance  to  the  better  classes  of  the  oriental  Jews ;  the  featores 
of  Dost  Mahommed  are  quite  Jewish ;  Mr.  Masson,  who  is  better 
acquainted  with  Affghanistan,  and  Central  Asia  generally,  than 
any  other  living  author,  and  whose  observations  are  marked  by 
profoundness  and  accuracy,  informs  me  that  the  celebrated 
Dooranee  tribe  of  the  Affghans  are  Jews.  From  Central  Asia 
there  has  always  been  a  constant  communication  with  China. 
The  Scindian  chiefs  whom  I  saw  at  Poonah  bore  a  remarkable 

resemblance  to  the  Jews.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  Mahom- 
edan  religion  found  favor  with  the  Jews  scattered  throughout  Asia 
and  Africa ;  the  prohibition  of  idolatry,  and  the  grafting  of  the 
law  of  Moses  on  the  Koran,  by  Mahomet,  were  well  adapted  for 
this  purpose,  and  it  will  explain  the  rapid  progress  of  Mahom- 
edanism.  The  Hebrew  religion  was  designed  for  defence  rather 
than  for  conquest.  Mahomed  was  most  probably  a  Jewish 
apostate  and  believed  in  the  promised  Messiah. 

The  Mahomedans  have  always  found  favor  in  China ;  these  is 

.  •  •  • 

*  The  Chinese  never  worshipped  the  planets,  although  thev  consult  them.  Tb«y 
havi  never  Used  the  hehdomadal  division  ot  time :  the  1st  and  l5ih  of  the  Aiot^th  ar0 
their  marked  days,— viz.,  the  new  and  the  fiiH  moon. 
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a  large  mosque  inside  the  city  of  Ckotoa^  and  Hi&r  places  of 
worship  are  numerous  in  the  interior.  They  geuisralfy  coalesce 
with  Jews^  except  at  J^iisalem  and  in  Syria ;  I  mean  with  those 
Jews  that  appear  to  be  descended  from  the  Ten  tribes.  The  early 
establishment  of  Jews  in  China  has  been  previously  stated. 
Grosier  says  we  have  unquestionable  evidence  of  them  in  China 
B.C.  206.     They  were  probably  there  long  previous^ 

Galmet  states^  that  it  is  a  most  remarkable  feature  in  the 
histcHry  of  the  Chinese^  the  settlement  of  Jews  at  so  early  a  period 
as  the  year  73,  only  three  years  subsequent  to  the  destruction 
of  Jemsalem,  and  only  ̂   reasonable  time  for  them  to  journey  so 
fiur.  Writers  of  undoubted  veradty  state  that  seventy  Jewish 
&milies  took  their  route  from  Persia,  through  Khorassan  and 
Samarkand,  and  settled  in  China. 

Paulus  compared  some  Jewish  documents  found  in  Cochin- 
China  with  those  found  in  China  Proper.      The  Jews  at  Cochin 
had  a  chronological  account,  respecting  their  brothers  who  had 
arrived  in  the  Mogul  country  187  b.c.    The  comparison  of  these 

.  aocoants  with  each  other,  has  proved  that  both  are  authentic. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Sacred  Writings  found  with 

the  Chmese  Jews.* 
The  Synagogue  at  Kai-fung,  was  erected  in  a.u.  1163.  In 

the  most  holy  place  are  seen  thirteen  roUa  of  parchment,  con- 
taining the  7%^A  (the  law)  placed  on  tables  Uke  tabernacles ; 

each  is  provided  with  a  covering ;  twelve  me  placed  in  honour  of 
the  twelve  tribes,  and  one  in  honour  of  Moses.  The  latter  is  the 
only  one  now  remaining  of  the  old  copies.  The  others  were  con- 

sumed in  a  great  conflagration,  which  happened  200  years  ago. 
AU  the  books  in  tlie  synagogue  perished  in  that  disaster,  except 
this  one  copy,  which  was  somewhat  damaged.  The  twelve 
there  now,  are  transcribed  copies  from  the  original.  The  Thorah 
has  bat  fifty-two  divisions  or  sections.  The  biblical  books  are 
divided  into  four  classes.  1st.  the  Pentateuch.  2nd.  the  Supple- 

ment, viz.  Joshua,  Judges,  Samuel,  Jangs,  and  the  Psalms.  3rd. 
The  Book  of  Ceremonies,  or  Ritual  book ;  the  Prophets  and  the 
Book  of  Chronicles.  4th.  The  historical  books,  Esther,  Ezra,  Nehe- 
miab,  and  the  two  books  of  Maccabees,  also  in  Hebrew.  SLoegler 

aays, "  they  may  have  more  books  than  they  acknowledge,  or  more 
than  they  themselves  know  of,  as  tliey  are  exceedingly  ignorant; 
ncdther  will  they  suffer  any  one  to  take  away  any  book,  to 
examine  it ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  run  them  over  sinif^y  in  the 

synagogue;  and  they  lie  there  in  great  confusion.'^ It  is  to  be  hoped  that  further  investigation  will  be  made  into  this 
highly  important  subject.  ]Sew  or  hitherto  undiscovered  ooj^  of 
the  Saered  Scriptures  may  yet  be  found,  which  will  explain  many 
things  and  passages  that  now  appear  confused  and  improbable. 

•  See  remarks  by  Murr,  under  the  title  of  "  Notiiiae  quaedam  P.   Ignati  Koegleri 
de  Bibliis  Judocorum  in  Imjierie  Sinansi*" 
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Why  should  not  our  CliristiaiL  sovereiga^  Queen  Yietom  let 
after  the  manner  of  Ptolemy  PhiladelphuSi  who  having  commenoei 
an  extensive  library,  b.c.  2S&,  employed  one  of  his  officers  (Aastia^ 
to  make  the  selection.  It  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Emperor 
that  the  Jews  had  an  extraordinary  book,  which  contained  tbeir 
history  and  laws.  It  was  mutuaUv  agreed  between  the  Emperor 
and  Eleazer,  the  High  Priest  of  Jerusalem^  that  on  conditioa  id 
Ptolemy  liberating  the  120,000  captive  Jews,  that  his  fsther 
Ptolemy  Sotor,  had  taken,  a  copy  would  be  given.  The  terms 
were  accepted :  seventy-two  men,  six  from  each  tribe,  were  lent 
to  Alexandria,  and  a  translation  made  in  letters  of  gold. 

This  translation  served  the  Jews,  for  upwards  of  400  years 
afterwards,  and  was  as  much  esteemed  as  their  Hetnrew  copy^  both 
in  Jerusalem  and  throughout  Judea. 

It  was  not  until  A.n.  128,  that  the  Jews  issued  a  new  edkimi^ 
giving  it  a  colouring  that  would  suit  the  altered  circumstances 
which  the  Christian  era  had  brought.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
written  by  Acquila  a  convert  to  Judaism. 

That  truly  great  statesman,  my  ever  lamented  friend,  the  late 
Marquis  Wellesley,  whose  pure  and  noble  mind  was  always  amdoiiB 
to  uphold  the  truth  of  the  Bible,  in  which  he  entirely  believedi 
and  which  his  Lordship  caused  to  be  translated  while  Oovenior* 
general  of  India,  was  anxious  to  promote  the  full  extension  of 
Christianity,  and  gave  great  encouragemrait  to  well  disposed  and 
learned  missionaries  in  India.  To  carry  out  his  excellent  desire 
of  investigating  the  history  and  literature  of  the  Chrktians  and 
Jews  of  India  and  China,  Lord  Wellesley  afforded  to  the  kufned 
Dr.  Buchanan  government  aid  for  the  promotion  of  this  usefol  object. 

The  Doctor  travelled  frt)m  Calcutta  to  Cape  Comonn  by  land^ 
and  made  excursions  into  the  interior  of  that  extensive  peninsolsi 
where  he  met  with  many  Jewish  colonies. 

The  learned  Doctor  found  a  manuscript  on  a  roll  of  goat  skins, 
dyed  red,  in  a  Synagogue  of  the  Black  Jews,  in  the  inteiiiv  of 
Malayala  in  India  in  1806.  The  Jews  could  give  no  precise 
account  where  they  procured  it;  some  of  them  stated  that  it 
originally  came  from  Senna  in  Arabia ;  others  said,  from  Cashmere. 
The  Cabul  Jews  who  travel  to  China  annually,  informed  the  Doctor 
that  in  some  Synagogues  the  law  is  still  found  written  on  leather, 
not  on  vellum,  which  is  made  from  goat  skins.  Bam's  skins  dyed 
red,  made  part  of  the  covering  of  the  taber^acle•  (See  Exod. 
xxvi.  14.)  Moses  Pereyra  a  Jew,  found  manuscript  copies  of  the 
Hebrew  text  in  Malabar:  and  accounts  for  it  in  this  manner; 
having  escaped  from  Titus,  the  Jews  betook  themselves  tkroi^ 
Persia  to  the  Malabar  coast.  There  are  only  six  Synagogue  copies 
of  the  Hebrew  Pentateuch  in  rolls,  at  present  known  in  Englsw** 
Five  are  on  skins,  and  one  on  velliun. 
*  Ik    * 

*  Exclusive  of  those  in  the  poMcssioa  of  the  4ew*,, 
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'>I  proioeed  now  to  the  fourth  point  of  investigation,  namely  the 
intvoduotion  of  Christianity  into  China,  and  the  spread  of  the 
Neatinrian  church.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  previous  references, 
tiiaft  500  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  the  prediction  was  made 

in  China,  that  the  ''  H^ily  One  would  be  bom  or  appear  in  the 
wenty  that  the  Emperor  Mingte,  a.d.  65,  (it  may  have  been 
exactly  at  the  Christian  era)  sent  learned  men  to  search  for  the 
new  religion,  and  that  the  establishment  of  Jewish  colonies  in 
China,  the  absence  of  idolatry,  and  the  probable  direct  descent  of 
the  Chinese  from  Abraham,  had  prepared  them  to  a  great  degree 
for  the  reception  of  Christianity. 

r'S^t.  Ontzlaff  says,  that  "  Kwan-yun-chang,  a  celebrated  Chi- nese writer,  is  said  to  mention  the  birth  of  the  Saviour  in  the 
grotto,  exposed  to  all  the  winds ;  His  death ;  His  resurrection ; 

His  ascension}  and  the  impression  of  the  Holy  feet.'*  The 
Boctor  states  he  has  not  seen  his  work,  but  that,  ''  he  is  ac- 

quainted with  the  Shin-seen-tung-keen,  a  history  of  all  religions 
in  China,  where  Christianity  is  detailed  in  such  a  way,  as  to  leave 
BO  dcmbt  that  it  was  known  in  China  long  before  the  entrance  of 
tiie-Jesuits.'* 

The  ft»*egoing  testimony  is  corroborated  by  the  Chaldean  ritual, 
and  tike  epitome  of  the  Syrian  canons.  In  the  former  we  read, 

fliat  *'  byfthe  blesMed  Thomas ,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  was  extended 
and  opened  to  the  Chinese  ;'*  by  the  latter  he  is  denominated,  *'  the 
Jiposile  of  the  Hindoos  and  Chinese.''  These  records  state  that 
St.  Thcmias  visited  a  large. portion  of  western  Asia,  India,  and 
reached  Kambalu,  which  according  to  the  latest  researches  is  the 
Kh&ubalk  of  the  Tartars,  and  the  Peking  of  the  Chine&e. 

Mosheim  has  doubts  concerning  St.  Thomas  visiting  India  and 
China,  but  refers  to  the  early  period  when  the  Christian  religion 
extended  to  the  Chinese,  Seres,  and  Tartars,  and  says  there  are 
various  arguments  collected  from  learned  men  to  shew  that  the 
Christian  faith  was  carried  to  China,  if  not  by  St.  Thomas,  by  the 
fhst  teachers  of  Christianity.  Annobius,  writing  about  a.d.  300, 
speaks  of  the  Christian  deeds  done  in  India,  and  among  the  Seres, 
Persians,  and  Modes.  There  is  no  doubt  amongst  those  acquainted 
with  the  geography  of  China,  that  the  country  of  the  Seres,  (see 
vol.  L  page  1,)  included  the  province  of  Shense  in  China,  and 
the  mention  of  them  by  Annobius,  (who  died  325)  is  strong  pre- 

sumptive evidence,  that  previous  to  his  time,  the  Gospel  had  been 
preached  there,  and  if  so,  with  the  success  which  attended  all  the 
primitive  teachers  of  Christianity.  The  destruction  of  the  Alex- 

andrian library,  a.d.  637,  must  have  caused  the  loss  of  many  va- 
InaUe  dDComents,  which  would  have  aided  the  history  of  the  early 
age&:Qf  Christianity. 

.  Marco  Polo  says  '^  In  the  province  of  Malabar  is  the  body  of  the 
glorious  martyr,  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle.  It  rests  in  a  small  city, 
not  much  frequented,  because  not  suited  to  commerce,  but  by 
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datiMrt  aaiiTet ;  a  f^at  number  of  ChriMians  and  Saraoeni  raB^rt 

thither;  the  Utter  regard  hhn  as  a  great  prophet/'  The  {daeehm 
spoken  of,  is  situated  a  few  miles  southward  of  Madras;  it  was  fiv* 
merly  oalled  Maliapur.  Bj  the  Arabian  travellers  it  is  csUed 
Beit-tuma,  (i.  e<  temple  of  Thomas,)  who  also  say,  ''  ka  Taissesox 
se  rendent  ensuite,  aprte  dix  jours  de  navigation  i  nn  Men  appell6 
Betouma,  on  on  fait  ae  Tean,  si  Ton  veut.  Dda  ils  passent  en  iit 
iours  a  Kadrenge/'  Auct.  Relat.  p.  18-**143.  The  trayeller  Bur* 
bosa,  about  (a  .n  1493,)  gives  an  interesting  account  of  having  ̂ mted 
the  church  of  St.  Thomas.  When  the  Portuguese  first  visited  tkii 
coast,  their  primate  styled  himself  metropolitan  of  India  and 
China.  Mosheim  calls  the  Nestorians  the  Christianii  of  St. 
Thomas. 

Nestoiius,  the  founder  of  the  sect,  was  a  native  of  Syria,  and 
received  his  education  at  Antioch.  By  his  eloquence  and  pisftj^ 
he  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Constantinople,  by  the  Emperor 
Theodosius,  a.d.  429. 

He  enforced  his  omnions  with  great  determination ;  he  rqeeted 
the  errors  of  Ebion,  Paul  of  Samosata,  and  Photisus ;  but  msia- 
tained  in  express  terms,  that  the  Divine  Word  was  united  to  the 
human  nature  in  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  strictest  sense  possible. 

The  opinions  he  held,  no  one  out  of  the  Church  of  Eome  at 
this  day  will  controvert.  Many  of  his  followers  were  men  of  purs 
faith,  and  holy  zeal.  That  the  blessing  of  Gk)d  accompanied  their 
preaching  cannot  be  doubted,  and  they  certainly  considerably  ad- 

vanced the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy,  *'  behold  these  from  the 
knd  of  Sinim.'' The  tenets  of  the  Nestorians,  as  they  were  determined  in  ae^and 
Seleucian  councils,  are  as  follows : — 1st.  That  in  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  there  were  two  ̂ '  hypostasis,''  or  substanobs,  (not  penom, 
as  I  think  erroneously  translated  in  the  Creeds,  &c.),  of  which  the 
one  was  Divine  or  the  Eternal  Word,  and  the  other  human,  or  die 
Man  Christ  Jesus.  2nd.  That  these  two  ̂ ^  hypostasis ''  had  only 
one  outward  appearance.  8rd.  That  the  union  betwem  the  Son 
of  God  and  the  Son  of  Man,  was  formed  in  the  moment  cxf  the 

Virgin's  conception,  and  was  never  to  be  dissolved.  4th.  That 
this  union  was  not  of  natiufe  or  person,  [substance),  but  of  will  and 
affection.  5th.  That  Christ  was  to  be  carefully  distinguished  fron 
Qod,  who  dwelt  in  him  as  in  a  Temple.  6th.  That  Mary  was  to  be 
eall^  the  Mother  of  Christ,  and  not  the  Mother  of  Qoa. 

Barsumas,  who  was  bishop  of  Nisibis,  a.o,  425,  carried  his  aeai 
so  far  as  to  persuade  Pherases,  the  Persian  monarch,  to  extirpate 
all  the  Christians  in  his  dominionB,  who  had  adopted  the  opnuonf 
of  the  Greeks;  and  to  receive  the  Nestorians  in  their  stead. 

Barsumas  founded  a  college  at  Nisibis,  and  caused  some  thoeh 
sands  of  disciples  of  his  doctrine  to  be  educated  there  f  so  ̂ al  in 
the  fifth  and  6th  century  their  doctrine  spread  throughout  Egyfiitf 
Arabia,  Syria,  India,  China,  and  Tartary.      About  the  imddie  of 
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Hie^enth  o&atury,  the  NestoriAiis  in  dnMea  (tfaey  were  freqmaniif 
ealkd  Chaldeans)^  (extended  their  doctrines  b^ond  the  Imaus^  and 
into  yartary. 

Gibbon  sajs,  that  in  their  progress  by  sea  and  land,  the  Nea« 
torittns  entered  China  by  the  port  of  Canton  and  the  northern  por- 

tion of  th«  Ihnpire.  Under  the  reign  of  the  Caliphs^  the  Nesto^ 
riim  Chnreh  was  difPdsed  fiom  China  to  Jerusalem  and  Cyprus ; 
and  their  nfitnbers^  with  those  of  the  Jacobites^  were  computed  to 
stffpass  the  Greek  and  Latin  communities. 
'  In  the  «xth  century^  Gibbon  admits,  that  the  Nestorians  composed 
a  laerge  majority  of  the  clergy  and  people  of  Persia.  Their  coclesiss- 
tieal  institutions  were  distinguished  by  liberality  and  good  policy  j 
the  austerity  of  the  cloister  was  relaxed,  and  celibacy  condemned 
hi  no  measured  terms,  in  opposition  to  the  Latin  Church.  They 
appear  to  ha^e  been  actuated  with  the  true  spirit  of  the  primitive 
Christiatis.  He  says  that,  'Mn  Persia  they  first  planted  the  stand-* 
ard  of  natural  and  religious  freedom,  to  which  myriads  of  fugitives 
resorted  from  all  the  provinces  of  the  eastern  empire ;  the  narrow 
bigotry  of  Justinian  was  punished  by  the  emigration  of  his  most  in- 

dustrious subjects;  they  transported  into  Persia  the  arts  both  of 
peace  and  war. 

"Notwithstanding  the  persecution  of  the  Latins,  they  carried  their 
spiritual  conquests  from  Persia  to  the  north,  the  east,  and  the 
south  I  and  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel  was  carried  to  the  Bao^ 
triams,  the  Huns,  the  Indians,  the  Persarmenians,  the  Medes,  and 
the  Elamites  ;  the  barbaric  churches,  from  the  Gulf  of  Persia  to 
the  Caspian  sea,  were  almost  infinite ;  and  their  recent  fkith  was 

conspicuous  in  the  number  and  sanctity  of  their  ministeps/^ 
Mosfaeim  states  that  ̂   nothing  could  exceed  the  zeal  of  the  Nes* 

torian  Christians  to  spread  the  Christian  doctrine  in  the  east. 
They  gained  a  firm  footing  in  Pema  about  a.d.  620,  and  esta- 

blished a  Patriarch  or  Spiritual  Head  of  their  sect  i^  Seleucia. 
Their  doctrine  spread  with  astonishing  rapidity  and  success  through 
all  countries  that  lay  beyond  the  limit  of  the  Boman  Empire. 
There  are  extant  authentic  records,  from  which  it  appears  that 
throughout  all  Persia,  a  great  portion  of  CkiTta,  India,  Armenia, 
Arabia,  Syria,  and  other  countries,  there  was  a  vast  number  ai 
Nestorian  churches,  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Patriarch  of 

Seleucia."  Their  system,  says  Mosheim,  was  extremely  superficial 
and  imperfect.  All  that  was  required  from  the  converts  was  an 
oral  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  to  abstain  from  sacrific- 

ing to  false  gods^  It  was  enjoined  on  them  to  commit  to  memory 
a  certain  form  of  doctrine ;  but  beyond  this,  no  care  was  taken  to 
enrich  their  minds  with  pious  sentiments,  or  to  cultivate  in  their 
hearts  virtuous  affections.  The  consequence  was  that  th^  invari- 

ably r^umed  to  their  primitive  barbaric  manners  on  the  with- 
dErawal  of  the  priesthood. 

Gieseler's  Eectei^iastical  History,  and  Moshiem^s  likewise,  state, 
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*'  that  it  WM  about  a.d.  660  tliat  aome  Persian  monks  ooBveyeA 
silk  worms  (i.e.  the  eggs)  from  China.  It  is  more  than  probable 
that  it  was  Nestorian  Missionaries  who  had  colleges  at  Edessa,  and 
at  Nisibis,  still  further  to  the  east. 

Historians  differ  as  to  who  founded  the  metropolitan  sees  of  Sina 
and  Samarkand.  Some  state  it  was  Silas  and  Achacus,  others 
that  it  was  Salibazacha.  Achacus  was  archbishop  of  the  Chaldeans 
at  Seleucia,  a.d.  410,  and  Silas  was  a  patriarch  of  the  Nettorians 
A.D.  506. 

In  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Abdulmalu,  which  was  about  A.n.  680, 
the  Christians  of  India^  sent  to  Simon,  the  Syrian  Patriarch  of 
Alexandria,  requesting  he  would  send  him  a  bishop.  The  inter- 

course between  India  and  China  can  leave  no  doubt  that  Chris- 
tianity continued  in  the  latter,  while  it  was  crushed  in  the  former 

by  its  frequent  intercourse  with  Egypt,  Syria,  Arabia,  and  Persia, 
where  Islamism  spread  with  great  rapidity.  The  Christians  iu 
those  countries  were  so  persecuted  that  they  were  no  longer  ea^ 
abled  to  send  labourers  to  the  vineyards  of  India  and  China. 

Amro,  in  his  list  of  metropolitan  sees  which  were  subject  to  the 
Nestorian  Patriarch,  has  Sina  (China)  placed  next  in  the  list 
with  India.  The  antiquity  of  Christianity  in  India  is  not  ques- 
tioned. 

According  toEbedjesus,the  sees  were  always  placed  successively 
as  they  were  founded,  thus  showing  clearly  that  China  or  Sina  was 
early  blessed  with  Christianity.  Its  isolation  preserved  it  from 
idolatry  or  Islamism. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  a  previous  part  (vol.  L  p.  248)  to 
the  reception  which  the  Christian  religion  met  with  by  the  favour 
of  the  Emperor  Taitsung,  when  Olapun  and  his  coadjutors  made 
great  progress. 

A.n.  678.  The  next  Emperor  Kaoutsung  greatly  faToured  the 
'^illustrious  religion,''  so  that  it  was  spread  in  every  direction, 
and  temples  rose  in  one  hundred  cities.  From  698  to  712  it  suf- 

fered great  persecution  from  the  Budbist  priests,  the  literati,  and 
the  rabble ;  but  notwithstanding,  flourished  with  renewed  vigour 
under  successive  emperors.  It  must  have  been  at  the  close  of  the 
eighth  century  that  a  conspicuous  monument  was  erected  to  com- 

memorate its  outward  prosperity  in  one  portion  of  the  empire,  (see 
vol,  i.  p.  249).  This  remarkable  monument  was  discovered  in  the 
year  1625,  in  the  province  of  Shensi,  near  the  city  of  Sin-gan  on 
the  river  Wei,  latitude  34°  16''  north.  It  was  covered  with  rub- 

bish, rq[>orted  by  the  native  workmen  to  the  Chinese  magistrate, 
who  caused  its  removal  to  a  pagoda,  where  it  was  examined  by  na- 

'  tives  and  foreigners — by  Pagans  and  by  the  Bomiin  Catholics^  then 
in  China*  The  monument  was  described  as  a  slab  of  marbleiten 
feet  long  and  five  feet  broad.  On  one  side  is  the  Chinese  ii^ierip' 
tion  in  twenty-eight  lines,  twenty-eight  characters  in  each  Ipei 
besides  a  heading  over  the  top  in  nine  characters^  and  another  on 



THE    SYRIAN    MONUMEN'f  *Otm»   IN    CHINA.  4Si 

Ifto  right  side.  The  inscription  wAs  translated  into  L«tih  by 
KJTcher,  who  published  the  original  at  Amsterdam  in  his  "China 
lUuffitrated/^  There  is  a  translation  by  Dalquie  into  French,  and 
the  following  translation  is  by  the  learned  Dr.  Bridgeman,  who 
has  divided  the  sentences  into  paragraphs  according  to  the  sense. 

A  TABLET— THE  SYRIAN  MONUMENT,*  (COMMEMORA^ 
TING)  THE  DIFFUSION  OF  THE  ILLUSTRIOUS  RE- 
LiaiON  OF  TA-TSIN  IN  CHINA. 

A. stone  tablet  commemorating  the  diffusion  of  the  illusirum^ 
religion  in  China y  tvith  a  preface,  written  by  King  liing,  <y 
priest  from  the  Church  in  Judea. 

'"  Now  verily,  the  unchangeably  true  and  recondite,  the  eternal 
cause  of  eauses,  the  far-seeing  and  purely  spiritual,  the  never  end- 

ing and  incomprehensible  Being,  who  grasping  the  poles  created 
the  universe,  and  being  more  excellent  than  the  holy  ones,  i^  the 
supremely  honorable.  This  is  our  mysterious  Trinity,  the  true 
etennal  Lord  Jehovah  I  He,  determining,  in  the  form  of  the  cross, 
to  establish  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  moved  the  primeval 
Spirit,  and  produced  all  things  visible  and  invisible.  The  dark 
expanse  was  changed,  and  heaven  and  earth  were  unfolded.  The 
sun  atid  moon  revolved,  and  day  and  night  began. 

'^  As  an  architect,  having  finished  the  universe,  he  Created  the 
first  man ;  endowed  him  with  goodness  and  benigiiity ;  and  com- 

manded him  to  rule  the  world.  His  original  nature  was  entirely 
pure  and  unsullied ;  and  his  simple  and  uncorrupted  heart  was 
wholly  free  from  inordinate  desires.  But  at  length  Satan,  by 
exercising  dissimulation,  tod  by  throwing  a  gilded  covering  over 
that  pure  and  uncorrupted  nature,  took  away  equity  and  greatness 
from  the  centre  of  good,  and  insinuated  evil  and  darkness  in  their 
8t6ad. 

"  Hence  arose  a  multiplicity  of  sects,  following  each  other  in  close 
succession,  striving  to  weave  their  legal  nets  :  some  isubstituted  the 
creature  for  the  Creator  :  some  considered  being  as  nothing,  sink- 

ing all  things  in  oblivion:  and  some,  in  order  to  gain  felicity, 
made  prayers  and  offered  sacrifices.  Others  deceived  mankind 
with  a  show  of  goodness.  With  wisdom  and  solicitude  they  la- 

bored hard ;  and  their  anxieties  and  cares  were  unceasing.  They 
were  bewildered  and  obtained  nothing.  Heated  and  sc(»*ched, 
they  writhed  in  anguish.  They  accumulated  darkness,  and  lost 
their  way ;  and,  being  misguided,  they  were  irrecoverably  lost. 

'^Thereupon  our  Trinity  set  apart  the  illustrious  and  adorable 
Messiah;  who,  laying  aside  his  true  dignity,  came  into  the 
world  as  man.    Angels  proclaimed  the  joyful  tidings.    A  virgin 

•  See  ChineBP  Repository  for  May>  1845. 
VOL.  II.  2  H 
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guve  birth  to  the  holy  child  in  Judea.  A  bright  star  proclaimed 
the  happy  event  Persians^ -seeing  its  brightnesB,  came  with  pre- 
senta.  He  fdlfilled  the  ancient  laws,  given  by  the  twenty-iour 
holy  ones.  He  ruled  families  and  nations  with  great  virtue.  H^ 
instituted  the  new  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  pure,  spiritual,  and  in- 

explicable. Like  a  potter  he  formed  good  usages  by  the  true  faith. 
He  established  the  measure  of  the  eight  boundaries.  He  purged 
away  the  dross,  and  perfected  the  truth.  He  opened  the  gate  of 
the  three  constant  virtues,  revealing  life  and  destroying  death. 
He  suspended  the  bright  sun,  to  break  open  the  abodes  of  dafk* 
ness,  and  thereby  the  wiles  of  the  devil  were  frustrated.  He  put 
in  motion  the  ship  of  mercy,  to  ascend  to  the  mansions  of  light, 
and  thereby  succour  was  brought  to  confined  spirits. 

'^  His  mighty  work  thus  finished,  at  mid-day  he  ascended  to  ha 
true  estate.  Twenty-seven  books  remained.  He  set  forth  origi- 

nal conversion,  for  the  souFs  deliverance ;  and  he  instituted  the 
baptism  of  water  and  of  the  spirit,  to  wash  away  the  vanity  of  life 
and  to  cleanse  and  purify  (the  heart). 

**  Taking  the  cross  as  a  sign,  (his  disciples)  unite  together  the 
people  of  all  regions  without  distinction.  They  beat  the  wood, 
sounding  out  the  voice  of  benevolence  and  mercy.  In  evangelir 
eing  the  east,  they  take  the  way  of  life  and  glory.  They  preserve 
their  beard  for  outward  effect.  They  shave  the  crown  of  the  head, 
to  indicate  the  absence  of  passion.  They  keep  no  slaves^  but 
{dace  upon  an  equality  the  high  and  low.  They  do  not  hoard 
goods  and  riches,  but  bestow  them  on  the  destitute.  They  prac- 

tice abstinence  in  order  to  increase  their  knowledge.  They  watch, 
in  order  to  maintain  quiet  and  circumspection*  Seven  times  a- 
day  they  offer  praises  to  the  great  advantage  of  both  the  living  and 
the  dead.  Once  in  seven  days  they  have  divine  service,  in  order 
to  cleanse  their  hearts,  and  to  regain  their  purity. 

"  The  true  and  constant  doctrine  is  mysterious,  and  difficult  to  be 
characterized.  Anxious  to  make  it  clear  and  manifest,  ve  can 
only  name  it  the  ILLUSTRIOUS  INSTRUCTION.  Now  with- 
out  holy  ones,  religion  cannot  be  propagated ;  nor  without  religion 
can  holy  ones  become  great.  But  when  the  two  are  united  the 
whole  world  will  be  civilized  and  enlightened. 

"  In  the  reign  of  the  civil  emperor  Taitsung,  the  illustrious  and 
holy  founder  [of  the  Tang  dynasty],  there  was  in  Judea  a  man  of 
superior  virtue,  called  Olopun,  who,  guided  by  the  azure  clouds, 
bearing  the  True  Scriptures,  and  observing  tbe  laws  of  the  winds, 
made  his  way  through  dangers  and  difficulties.  In  the  year  786, 
A.i>.,  he  arrived  at  Changngan.  The  Emperor  instructed  his  mi- 

nister, Duke  Tang  Hiuenling,  to  take  the  imperial  sceptre  Sind  go 
out  to  the  western  suburbs,  receive  the  guest,  and  conduct,  him 
into  the  palace.  The  Scriptures  were  translated  in  the- library 
of  .the  palace.  Tbe  Emperor,  in  his  private  apartments^  made 
I  Inquiry  regarding  the  religion ;  and  fully  satisfied  that  it  waa  cor- 

rect and  true^  he  gave  special  commands  for  its  promulgation. 
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**  The  document,  bearing  date,  Chingkwan,  13th  year,  7th  month; 
(August,  639  A.  D.)  runs  thus: 

"  ̂  Religion  is  mthout  an  invariable  name.  Saints  are  tmthov^ 
mny  permanent  body.  In  whatever  region  they  are,  they  give  in* 
siruction,  and  privately  sticcour  the  living  multitudes,  Olopun,  u 
man  of  great  virtue,  belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  Judea,  bringing  the 
Scriptures  and  images  from  afar,  has  come  and  presented  them  at 
our  capital.  On  examining  the  meaning  of  his  instruction,  it  is 
found  to  be  pure,  mysterious,  and  separate  from  the  world.  On  ob- 
serping  its  origin,  it  is  seen  to  have  heen  instituted  as  that  which 
is  essential  to  mankind.  Its  language  is  simple,  its  reasonings  are 
attractive,  and  to  the  human  race  it  is  beneficial.  As  is  right,  let  it 
be  promulgated  throughout  the  empire.  Let  the  appropriate  Board 
build  a  Judean  church  in  the  Righteous  and  Holy  Street  of  the  capi- 

tal, and  appoint  thereto  twenty-one  priests," ' 
"  The  power  of  the  illustrious  Chau  dynasty  having  fallen,  the 

green  car  having  ascended  westward,  the  religion  of  the  great 
Tang  family  became  resplendent>  and  the  illustrious  spirit  found 
its  way  eastward.  The  appropriate  officers  were  instructed  to  take 
a  feithful  likeness  of  the  Emperor,  and  place  it  on  the  wall  of  the 
temple.  The  celestial  figure  shone  in  its  bright  colours,  and  its 
lustre  irradiated  the  illustrious  portals.  The  sacred  lineametits 
spread  felicity  all  around,  and  perpetually  illuminated  the  indoc- 

trinated regions. 

•*  According  to  the  maps  and  records  of  the  western  nations,  atid 
the  histories  of  the  Han  and  Wei  dynasties,  Judea  is  bounded  (m 
the  south  by  the  Coral  Sea;  on  the  north,  by  the  Shupiiu  hills; 
on  the  west  it  stretches  towards  the  flowery  forests,  and  the  re- 
^ons  of  the  immortals ;  and  on  the  east  it  is  conterminous  with 
the  Dead  Sea  of  perpetual  winds.  The  country  produces  cloth 
that  is  proof  against  fire,  a  balm  that  restores  life,  bright  lunar 
pearls,  and  night-shining  gems.  Theft  and  robbery  do  not  exist. 
The  people  have  joy  and  peace.  None  but  illustrious  laws  pre- 

vail. None  but  the  virtuous  are  placed  in  the  magistracy.  The 
country  is  extensive,  and  its  literature  and  productions  are 
flourishing. 

"  The  Emperor  Kautsung  honoured  and  perpetuated  (the  me- 
mory of)  his  ancestors.  He  supported  the  truth  they  inculcated, 

and  built  churches  in  all  the  departments  of  the  empii'e.  He 
raised  Olopun  to  the  rank  of  high  priest  and  national  plrotector. 
The  law  spread  in  every  direction.  The  wealth  of  the  state  wfts 
boundless.  Churches  filled  all  the  cities;  and  all  the  families 
were  rich,  illustrious,  and  happy. 

"  In  the  year  599  a.d.  the  followers  of  Budha  raised  a  pcsrsectt- 
tion,  and  argued  against  the  eastern  Chau  family. 

*'  At  the  close  of  the  year  713  a.d.,  some  base  scholars  rafeed 
ri^cule,  «wad  in  Sikau  spread  abroad  slanderous  reports.  But^thd^ 
W^re  diief  priests,  Lohan,  Taiteh,  Lieh,  and  others,  hoofooiltble 

Ji  H  2  ^      - 
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deBoendents  of  those  firom  the  west,  distinguished  and  elevated  in 
character,  who  unitedljr  maintained  the  original  doctrines,  and 
prevented  their  subversion. 

'^  Hiuentsungi  the  most  righte6us  Emperor,  commanded  five 
kings,  Ningkwoh  and  others,  to  go  in  person  to  the  church  of 
Felicity,  buUd  up  the  altars,  restore  the  fallen  timbers,  and  replace 
the  dilapidated  stones. 

"  Tienpau,  in  the  commencement  of  his  reign,  a.d.  742,  com* 
manded  his  general,  Kaulihsz,  to  take  the  portraits  of  the  five 
sacred  ones,  and  place  them  in  the  church)  and  also  to  present  one 
hundred  pieces  of  silk,  to  give  ̂ clat  to  the  same.  Though  thrir 
august  persons  are  remote,  their  bows  and  their  swords  can  be 
handled.  The  horns  of  the  sun  send  forth  their  light ;  and,  the 
celestial  visages  seen  to  be  present. 

"  In  the  third  year  of  Tienpau's  reign,  there  was  a  priest,  Kih« 
hoh  from  Judea,  who  observing  the  star,  sought  renovation: 
and  seeking  the  sun,  came  to  the  honoured  one.  His  majesty 
commanded  the  priests,  Lohan,  Fulun,  and  others,  seven  in  all, 
with  the  eminently  virtuous  Kihhoh,  to  perform  divine  service  in 
the  church  of  Rising  Felicity.  Then  the  celestial  writing  appeared 
on  the  walls  of  the  church,  and  the  imperial  inscriptions  upon  the 
tablets.  The  precious  ornaments  shone  brightly.  The  refulgent 
clouds  were  dazzling.  The  intelligent  edicts  filled  the  wide  ex- 

panse, and  their  glory  rose  above  the  light  of  the  sun.  The  boun« 
teotts  gifts  are  comparable  to  the  lofty  mountains  of  the  south ; 
the  rich  benevolences  deeper  than  the  eastern  seas.  The  righte- 

ous do  only  what  is  right,  and  that  which  is  fit  to  be  named. 
The  holy  ones  can  do  all  tUngs,  and  that  which  they  do  is  fit  to 
be  commemorated ! 

"  The  Emperor  Suhtsung,  learned  and  illustrious,  in  five  de- 
partments of  the  empire,  Lingwu,  &c.,  rebuilt  the  churches  of  the 

illustrious  religion.  The  original  benefits  were  increased,  and  joy- 
ous fortune  began.  Great  felicity  descended,  and  the  imperial 

patrimony  was  established. 
''  The  civil  and  martial  Emperor,  Taitsung,  enlarged  the  sacred 

domains,  and  ruled  without  effort.  On  the  return  of  his  natal 
day  he  gave  celestial  incense  to  celebrate  the  meritorious  deeds  of 
his  government ;  and  he  distributed  provisions  from  the  imperial 
table,  in  order  to  give  honour  to  those  in  the  churches.  As 
heaven  confers  its  gifts,  and  sheds  bounties  on  the  living;  so  the 
sovereign,  comprehending  right  principles,  rules  the  world  in 
equity. 

"  Our  Emperor  Kienchung,  holy,  divine,  civil  and  martial,  ar- 
ranged his  form  of  government  so  as  to  abase  the  wicked  and  exalt 

the  good.  He  unfolded  the  dual  system  so  as  to  give  great  lustre 
to  the  imperial  decrees.  In  the  work  of  renovation  he  made 
known  the  mysteries  of  reason.  In  his  adorations  he  felt  no 
shame  of  heart.    In  all  his  duties  he  was  great  and  good.     He 
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was  pure^  and  unbiassed^  and  forgiving.  He  extended  abroad  his 
kindness^  and  rescued  all  from  calamities.  Living  multitudes  en- 

joyed his  favours.  ̂   We  strive  to  cultivate  the  great  virtues,  and 
io  advance  step  by  step.' 

"  If  the  winds  and  the  rains  come  in  their  season,  the  world 
win  be  at  rest ;  men  will  act  rightly :  things  will  keep  in  their 
order;  the  living  will  have  affluence,  and  the  dead  joy.  Consider- 

ing life's  response^  and  prompted  by  sincere  feelings  of  regard,  I, 
Kmg,  have  endeavoured  to  effect  these  worthy  ends, — ^the  great 
bendEiactors,  their  excellencies  of  the  Kwangluh  Eintsz',  the  tsieh- 
tu  fu-shi  of  the  north,  and  the  Shi-tien  chungkien  having  con- 

ferred on  me  rich  robes. 

"  The  kind  and  courteous  priest  Isaac  having  thoroughly  stu- 
died this  religion,  came  to  China  from  the  city  of  the  king's  palace« 

His  science  surpassed  that  of  the  three  dynasties ;  and  he  was  per- 
fect in  the  arts.  From  the  first  he  labored  at  court,  and  hi&  name 

^aa  enrolled  in  the  royal  pavilion. 

*'  The  secretary,  Duke  Kwoh  Tsz'i,  raised  to  royalty  from  the  ma- 
gistracy of  Fanyang,  first  held  military  command  in  the  north. 

Stthtsung  made  him  his  attendant ;  and,  though  a  chamberlain, 
always  kept  him  in  the  military  service.  He  was  the  tooth  and 
tiail  of  the  palace,  and  the  ears  and  eyes  of  the  army.  He  distri- 

buted his  emoluments,  not  laying  them  up  at  home.  Western 
gems  he  offered  to  his  majesty.  He  dispersed  and  dispensed  with 
golden  nets.  Now  he  repaired  the  churches,  and  now  he  enlarged 
the  schools  of  the  law.  He  adorned  all  the  sacred  edifices,  mak- 

ing them  like  the  flying  Hwui.  Imitating  the  scholars  of  the 
illustrious  religion,  he  distributed  alms.  Annually  he  held  a  ge- 

neral assembly  of  the  young  clergy  from  all  the  churches,  and  for 
fifty  days  exercised  them  in  pure  and  elevating  services.  To  the 
hungry,  who  came  to  him,  he  gave  food ;  to  those  suffering  from 
cold  he  gave  clothes ;  he  cured  the  sick  and  raised  them  up ;  and 
the  dead  he  buried  and  laid  down  to  rest. 

"The  refined  and  circumspect  T&hsha  never  heard  of  such  noble 
deeds.  The  white-robed  and  illustrious  students,  having  seen 
those  men,  desired  to  erect  a  monument  to  commemorate  their 
good  and  illustrious  acts.     The  inscription  reads  thus : 

" '  The  true  Lord  is  without  beginning,  silent,  serene,  and  un- 
changeable. Possessed  of  creative  power,  he  raised  the  earth,  and 

set  up  the  heavens.  The  divided  person  came  into  the  world. 
The  barque  of  salvation  was  boundless.  The  sun  arose,  and  dark- 

ness was  annihilated.  All  bore  witness  to  the  truth.  The  glori*- 
ous  civil  emperor,  in  reason  joining  all  that  was  possessed  by 
former  kings,  seized  on  the  occasion  to  restore  order.  Heaven  and 
earth  were  enlarged.  The  bright  and  illustrious  religion  visited 
our  Tang  dynasty,  which  translated  the  scriptures,  and  buill 
churches.    The  ship  (of  mercy)  was  prepared  for  the  living  md. 
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the  dead.     All  blessings  sprung  into  existence ;  and  all  nationi 
were  at  peace. 

'* '  K&utsung  continued  the  work  of  his  ancestors,  and  repaired 
the  temples.  The  palace  of  Concord  was  greatly  enlarged. 
Churches  filled  the  land  and  the  true  doctrine  was  clearlj  preached. 
Masters  of  the  law  were  then  appointed ;  the  people  had  joy  and 
tranquillity,  and  all  things  were  free  from  calamities  and  troubles. 

''  *  Hiuentsung  displayed  divine  intelligence,  and  cultivated 
truth  and  rectitude.  The  imperial  tablets  spread  abroad  their 
lustre.  The  celestial  writings  were  glorious.  The  august  do- 
inains  were  clearly  defined.  The  inhabitants  paid  high  respect  to 
tlieir  sovereign.  All  things  were  glorious  and  tranquil,  and  under 
bis  auspices  the  people  were  prosperous. 

" '  Suhtsung  restored  celestial  reason.  Great  was  his  dignity 
as  he  rode  in  state.  His  splendor  shone  above  the  brightness  of 
the  moon.  Happy  winds  swept  the  night.  Felicity  visited  tlie 
august  mansions.  The  autumnal  vapours  ceased  for  ever.  Tran- 

quillity reigned,  and  the  empire  increased. 
"  ̂  T&itsung  was  dutiful  and  just,  in  virtue  according  with  hea- 

ven and  earth.  By  his  bestowments  life  was  sustained,  and  great 
advantage  accrued  to  all.  With  incense  he  made  tbank-ofTerings, 
and  dispensed  charity  in  his  benevolence.  Brightness  came  from 
the  valley  of  the  sun,  and  the  veiled  moon  appeared  in  azure 
hues. 

" '  Kienchung  was  eminent  in  all  things,  and  cultivated  bright 
virtues.  His  martial  dignity  spread  over  all  seas,  and  his  mild 
serenity  over  all  lands.  His  light  came  to  human  darkness ;  and 
in  his  mirror  the  colour  of  things  was  reflected.  Throughout  the 
universe  light  of  life  was  difiused.  All  nations  took  example  (from 
the  emperor.) 

" '  The  true  doctrine  is  great,  and  all-prevalent  and  pervading. 
Hard  it  is  to  name  the  Word,  to  unfold  the  Three-One.  The 
sovereign  can  act,  his  ministers  commemorate.  Erect  the  splendid 
monument  I     Praise  the  great  and  the  happy !  ̂ 

*' Erected  (a.d.  781)  the  second  year  of  Kienchung  (the  ninth 
emperor)  of  the  great  Tang  dynasty,  in  the  first  month,  and  the 
seventh  day. 

''The  priest  Ningshu  being  special  law  lord,  and  preacher  to 
those  of  the  illustrious  religion  throughout  the  regions  of  the 
east. 

"Written  by  Lu  Siuyen,  court  counsellor,  formerly  holding 
high  military  command  in  Taichau.^' 

The  Jesuits  claimed  this  monument  as  a  proof  of  the  early  ex- 
istence of  the  Romish  Church  in  China ;  but  there  is  not  a  sha- 

dow of  truth  to  support  the  assertion.  It  appears  that  about  the 
middle  of  the  ninth  century,  the  Chinese  sovereign  became 
alarmed  at  the  increasing  numbers  of  the  Christians. 
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An  edict  wa3  issued  bj  the  Emperor  Wutsung,  845,  commanding 
all  tlie  priests  that  belonged  to  the  sect  that  came  from  Ta-Tsin 
(Arabia  and  Persia)  to  retire  to  private  life ;  their  number  amounted 
to  3,000  persons.  The  two  Arabians  who  visited  China  about 

870,  and  whose  narrative  is  in  the  King  of  France's  library,  speak 
of  the  number  of  Christians  in  China,  that  were  killed  in  a  civil 
war  that  mged  previous  to  their  visit. 

There  is  undeniable  proof  of  the  existence  of  Christianity  in 
China  from  the  seventh  to  the  thirteenth  century,  by  a  host  of 
witnesses,  some  of  whom  were  anything  but  friendly  disposed. 
Gibbon  as  well  as  Mosheim  who  both  investigated  ancient  history 
-r-quote  Chinese,  Arabian,  Latin,  and  Syrian  evidence.  Marco 
Polo,  in  the  thirteenth  century  was  agreeably  surprised  to  meet 
with  the  Nestorians,  i.e.  heretics,  as  he  would  call  them. 

The  chief  of  that  large  territory  which  borders  on  the  north  of 
China,  the  Nestorians  converted  to  the  Christian  faith,  and  he  took 
the  name  of  John  after  his  baptism,  with  the  surname  of  Pres- 

byter. His  successors  were  all  called  Prester  John,  .until  the 
time  of  Oengis  Khan — who  persecuted  the  Christians. 

When  Marco  Polo,  was  in  this  country  a.d.  1270,  he  found 
one  of  the  descendants  of  Prester  John,  upon  the  throne,  who 
was  called  George. 

Marco  Polo,  after  giving  a  description  of  the  city  of  Kampiou, 

now  called  Kanchew,  says,  *'  the  bulk  of  the  people  worship  idols, 
but  these  are  many  Mohammedans  and  Christians.  The  latter 

have  three  large  and  handsome  churches  in  the  city.'' 
Gibbon  acknowledges  that  when  the  Portuguese  arrived  in 

India,  they  found  the  Christians  of  St.  Thomas  had  been  settled 
for  ages,  on  the  coast  of  Malabar.  The  difference  of  colour 
proved  the  mixture  of  a  foreign  race.  In  arts,  arms,  and  moral 
character,  they  were  superior  to  the  natives  of  Hindostan.  They 
acknowledged  the  Gentoo  sovereign,  but  were  governed,  even  in 
tempered  concerns,  by  the  bishop  of  Angamala,  as  the  metropo- 

litan of  India  and  China.  "  The  Holy  Office,''  (Inquisition),  soon 
discovered  that  these  heretics,  had  scrupulously  measured  the 

honours  they  should  pay  to  the  Virgin  Mary ;  whom  the  Portu- 
gese had  exalted  to  the  rank  of  a  goddess.  When  the  "  holy 

officers  presented  her  image  to  these  Bible  Christians,  they  indig- 

nantly exclaimed,  ̂   we  are  Christians,  not  Idolaters.' "  These  were 
evidently  descendants  from  the  primitive  Christians,  and  were  un- 

acquainted with  the  modern  ritual  and  practices  of  Rome. 

These  simple  people,  kept '  their  first  faith ;'  the  veneration  of 
the  cross,  and  their  long  separation  from  the  western  world,  left 
them  in  ignorance  of  the  corruptions  which  had  by  degree* 
crept  in. 

It  would  never  do  to  let  this  pestiferous  doctrine  spread  to 

Europe,  where  Luther  and  other  unworthy  members  of  ̂   Mother 
Church'  had  already  lit  Ae  torck  of  reformation.   Christians  of 
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the  fifth  century^  establiflhed  here  for  1,000  years,  permitted  their 
priests  to  marry,  were  in  ignorance  of  the  efficacy  of  images,  and 

claimed  spiritual  influence  independent  of  the  ̂ '  fisherman's  seal/' 
Gibbon,  who  has  consulted  both  Catholic  and  Protestant  autho- 

rities, says,  *'  it  was  the  first  care  of  the  emissaries  of  fiome  to 
intercept  all  correspondence  with  the  Nestorian  Patiarch;  and 
several  of  his  bishops  expired  in  the  prisons  of  the  Hoty  Office. 
The  flock  without  a  shepherd,  was  assaulted,  by  the  power  of  the 
Portuguese,  the  arts  of  the  Jesuits,  and  the  zeal  of  Alexis  de 
Menezes,  Archbishop  of  Gh)a.  The  memory  of  Theodore  and 

Nestorius  was  condemned,  and  Malabar  was  added  to  the  Fqpe'i dominions. 

**  Sixty  years  of  patience  and  hypocrisy  were  endured ;  but  as 
soon  as  the  Portuguese  Empire  began  to  crumble,  by  the  enei^gj 
of  the  Dutch,  the  Nestorians  asserted  with  vigour  the  religioa  of 
their  fathers.  The  Jesuits  were  incapable  of  defending  the  power 
which  they  had  abused:  the  arms  of  40,000  Christians  were 
pointed  against  their  falling  tyrants ;  and  the  Indian  archdeacon 
assumed  the  character  of  bishop,  till  a  fresh  supply  of  episcopal 
gifts  and  Syriac  missionaries  could  be  obtained  firom  the  Patriarch 
of  Babylon. 

'^  Since  the  expulsion  of  the  Portuguese,  the  Nestorian  creed  is 
freely  professed  on  the  coast  of  Malabar.  The  trading  companies 
of  England  and  Holland  are  the  friends  of  toleration;  but  if 
oppression  be  less  mortifying  than  contempt,  the  Christians  of 

St.  Thomas  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  cold'  and  silent  indif- 
ference of  their  brethren  of  Europe.^'* 

Mosheim  agrees  with  Gibbon  on  the  persecutions  of  the  Ne8> 
torians  by  the  Romanists  in  the  sixteenth  century ;  La  Craze  con* 
demns  the  cruelty  adopted  by  Alexis  towards  these  Christian 
brethren. 

In  fact,  the  Nestorians,  i.e.,  Chaldean  Christians,  from  the  time 
of  their  founder,  resisted  the  thraldom  of  Rome.  It  was  not  until 
A.D.  1550,  that  a  schism  arose  among  them  as  to  the  election  oti^ 
patriarch.  Through  the  instigation  of  the  Jesuits,  one  of  the  can* 
didates  was  consecrated  by  Julius  III.,  and  they  were  then  divided 
into  two  contending  churches,  one  of  which  is  still  subject  to  Borne. 

The  other  church  was  cruelly  persecuted  in  India  and  China  by 
the  Archbishop  of  Goa,  as  stated  by  Gibbon,  who  had  the  guardian- 

ship of  the  "  Holy  OfiBce,'^  (Inquisition)  for  India  and  China.  The 
"  holy  officers''  at  last  succeeded  in  bringing  over  this  disobedient 
child  by  the  greatest  cruelties  on  record ;  and  having  procured 
their  allegiance,  permitted  them  to  worship  and  follow  their  pe« 
culiar  doctrines. 

The  Nestorian  Controversy  and  History  is  fully  given  in  the  Bib- 
# 

•  Fuller  details  of  these  primitive  Christians  will  be  found  in  A«teiiiannu9,  Bibliot- 
Orient,  lorn.  iv.  v.    Geddeb'  Church  Hititory  of  Malabar. 



eOMSCSNC£M£NT   Olf   XESVITISM   IN    CHINA.  463 

liothecaOrientialis  of  S.  Assemanntis^wlio  was  sent  by  Pope  Clement 
XI..  to  Egypt  and  Syria  to  collect  MMS. ;  his  dependence  on 
Borne  is  the  only  drawback  on  his  work,  which  is  extended  to 
956  folio  pages. 

A.D.  1550.  Neither  the  Pope  nor  the  King  of  Portugal,  with 
their  united  exertions,  could  obtain  a  footing  for  the  Jesuits  in 
Egypt,  Abyssinia,  or  amongst  the  Annenians.  It  was  this  failure 
that  injduced  these  two  powers  to  turn  their  attention  to  India  and 
China. 

Haying  traced  the  Nestorian  Christians,  I  now  arrive  at  the  fifth 
point  of  examination,  namely,  the  rise  and  progress  of  Romanism 
and  Jesuitism  in  China,  and  an  examination  into  the  causes  of  its 

ineflBciency  for  the  conversion  of  the  "  Land  of  Sinim/' 
The  origin  of  the  journey  of  Marco  Polo  to  China,  in  a.d,  1270, 

was  supposed  to  be  pleasure,  but  the  fact  was,  that  three  mission- 
aries of  the  Dominican  Order,  who  were  acquainted  with  science, 

were  sent  from  Venice  at  the  express  command  of  KubUa  Khan, 
then  Emperor  of  China,  who  a  few  years  previous  had  received  an 
embassy  from  the  Pope.  It  is  said  that  they  very  soon  returned 
to  Europe,  with  no  small  degree  of  wealth  acquired  by  trading. 

In  the  year  1291,  the  Pope  sent  John  de  Monte  Corvino  to  CMna ; 
he  was  kindly  received  by  Kublai  Khan,  but  the  Nestorian  Chris- 

tians having  at  that  time  churches  in  every  part  of  China,  and 

their  doctrince  being  so  diametrically  opposed  to  the  Pope's  su- 
jHremacy,  and  Other  minor  points,  the  Pope's  Legate  had  many 
obstacles  thrown  in  his  way. 

The  next  attempt  for  the  Christianization  of  China  was  by  the 
celebrated  Francis  Xavier,  who  arrived  in  Macao,  but  was  doomed 
to  disappointment,  as  the  merchants  feared  that  his  success  would 
injure  their  business  (probably  slavery  and  piracy).  This  zealous 
missionary  sank  under  the  pressure  of  disappointment  at  the  early 
age  of  forty-seven,  a.d.  1552. 

In  1565,  several  Jesuits  proceeded  to  China.  Their  number  in- 
creased gradually ;  some  of  them  went  as  Portuguese  chaplains  on 

board  their  ships  to  Canton.  The  very  first  year  one  of  them  en- 
ticed a  native  youth  from  his  parents,  and  brought  him  to  Macao. 

The  youth  was  restored  after  considerable  excitement,  and  the 
interference  of  the  Chinese  government,  but  a  stamp  of  viUany 
was  ever  after  attached  to  a  set  of  men  who  could  be  guilty  of  such 
a  transaction. 

Notwithstanding  this  improper  act,  however  good  the  motive, 
the  Jesuit  Buggiero,  procured  the  favour  of  an  influential  man- 

darin, who  permitted  him  to  visit  the  interior  of  the  country* 
The  native  Chinese  then  ruled  the  empire,  and  always  showed  less 
objection  to  foreigners  than  the  Tartars. 

To  the  chief  Chinese  officers,  at  Shaou-king-foo,  the  Jesuits  pre- 
sented an  elegant  pendulum,  and  a  triangular  prism ;  they  then 

obtained  permission  to  inhabit  a  Chinese  temple.    From  thence 
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■pread  gradually  a  misnonarjr  sodetj,  wUch  might  liaye  converted 
toe  whole  of  China  to  their  system  of  Christianity^^  had  the  Popes 
not  interferred  by  sending  mendicant  monks  and  ambitions 

priests* 
Philip  the  First  assigned  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  support 

of  the  Jesoit  Mission  in  China :  from  1588  to  1610,  they  were 
paid  out  of  the  royal  chast  of  Malacca.  Valignano  dismyered  that 
the  acquisition  of  landed  property  wonld  fonrnd  their  lotswm  vdrngk 
better  than  ready  money.  The  Jesuits  were  bound  by  a  voir  to 
serve  religion  without  emolument  from  the  Boman  See.  CharleFaix 
says :  "  Lies  Jesuites  ne  faisoinent  autre  chose  que  donner  leur 
argent  et  en  recevoir  le  produit/'  This  was  acted  on>  and  sums 
of  money  obtained  from  sealous  friends  were  invested  in  the  pur- 

chase of  land,  which  secured  the  French  and  Portuguese  Jesuits  ibl 
regular  and  steady  income,  arising  from  houses  and  shops  in  Pdung 
and  the  vicinity. 

The  chief  aim  of  Rome,  and  Portugal,  in  the  East,  was  ag^gnm- 
dizement  and  wealth,  and  not  the  conversion  of  the  heathen. 
Scarcely  had  a  few  Portuguese  adventurers  been  allowed  to  dry 
their  goods  at  Macao,  and  settle  down  in  some  huts,  than  Sebas- 

tian I.,  King  of  Portugal,  appointed  Melchior  Carnerio  Bishop  of 
Macao,  in  a.d.  1568.  Gregory  XIII.  agreed,  on  the  condition 
that  the  King  should  provide  a  cathedral^  with  suitable  omanaeittB, 
and  plate,  and  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

According  to  private  records  translated  by  Sir  Andrew  Ljimg- 
stedt,  this  diocese  extended  to  the  wall  that  crosses  the  isthmus  of 
the  peninsula ;  which  comprehends,  by  the  division  of  Innocent 
XII.  the  two  provinces  of  Kwantung  and  Kwangse,  i.  e.  an  area 
of  156,000  square  miles,  (see  chart)  not  calculating  the  island  of 
Hainan,  which  was  aUo  included.  For  more  than  120  years  this 

diocese  was  presided  over  by  what  was  termed,  ''  Governors  (^the 
Bishoprick  f  they  had  no  power  of  conferring  holy  orders,  con- 

firming, or  any  of  the  other  rites  connected  with  the  Boman  Ca- 
tholic Church,  owing  to  the  dispute  with  Borne. 

A.D.  1593.  The  Senate  reported  to  Philip  I.,  King  of  Portugal, 
that  Macao  had  '^  a  Cathedral  with  two  parishes,  a  Misericordia 
with  two  hospitals,  and  four  religious  bodies,  viz.,  Augustians, 
Dominicans,  Jesuits,  and  Capuchins. 

Little  or  no  progress  appears  to  have  followed  the  first  Jesuits 
who  entered  China,  until  the  arrival,  in  1581,  of  Mathew  Bicci,  an 
Italian,  of  pleasing  manners  and  great  talents,  who  was  appointed 
Superior  of  all  the  missions  in  China.  His  lectures  on  the  exact 
sciences,  made  a  deep  and  favourable  impression  on  every  one  who 
heard  him,  and  excited  amongst  the  better  classes  a  wish  to  be- 

come acquainted  with  the  truths  of  mathematics.     Bicci  translated 

•Asa  proof  that  the  pure  and  moral  principles  of  Christianity  had  been  greatly  re- 
laxed by  the  metaphysical  subtilities  of  the  Jesuits,  see  letters  written  in  a.d.  I<$56| 

by  Blaise  Pascal,  a  Provincial  in  the  xii  Satire  de  Boileau  Despreaux. 
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the  elements  of  Encfid,  and  a  new  conyert,  named  Paul,  gave  them 
the  fbllness  of  the  Chinese  idiom*  This  convert  was  a  native  of 
Shanghai^  and  at  the  time^  an  ofScer  of  the  highest  rank  and 
greatest  influence.  He  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Paol,  to- 

gether with  his  daughter  Candida^  and  by  their  new-bom  zeal 
they  greatly  aided  the  Christian  cause.  This  lady  became  a  widow 
at  thirty  years  of  age^  and  during  the  remainder  of  her  life,  for 
forty  years,  she  caused  to  be  erected  more  than  thirty  churches  in 
different  provinces,  with  houses  for  the  residence  of  the  priests. 

Bicci  was  soon  joined  by  other  Jesuits,  who  were  employed  by 
the  government  in  finding  the  latitude  of  the  chief  cities,  and  re- 

gulating the  calendar.  By  this  work,  Bicci  obtained  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  ''  savant,'^  and  such  a  regard,  that  even  those  who  were 

greater  admirers  of  his  philosophical  than  religious  tenets,  acqui- 
esced in  his  instituting  at  Nankin  a  church,  to  which  he  appointed 

Lazar  Cattaneo  in  1599.  The  position  of  the  Jesuits  was  so  im- 
proved, that  they  resolved  to  throw  off  the  garb  hitherto  worn, 

that  of  the  bonzes,  and  put  on  the  dress  of  the  literati.  In  this 
attire  Bicci  was  known  by  the  name  of  Sithai,  and  continued  to 
associate  with  men  of  rank,  and  opened  a  second  church  in  the 

splendid  city  of  Soo-chow. 
Bicci  rightly  sought  admittance  to  Peking,  and  procured  re- 

commendations to  men  of  high  rank  and  reputation  at  court, 
together  with  letters  patent  from  a  great  magistrate,  granting 
him  liberty  to  carry  to  the  presence  of  the  Emperor,  a  few 
European  curiosities.  Accompanied  by  another  Jesuit,  Fantoja, 
they  set  out  for  Peking.  At  Lintsin,  an  imperial  toll  on  the  grand 
canal,  a  eunuch,  named  Mathan,  tendered  his  services  to  the 
strangers. 

The  character  of  Mathan  as  given  in  Semeda^s  "  Relatione 
deUa  Cina,'*'  and  also  by  Duhalde,  was  that  of  their  greatest  enemy. 
But  Nicolas  Trigould,  who  composed  the  "  Christiana  expeditto 
apud  Sinas*^  from  the  manuscript  records  of  Bicci,  represents  him 
as  their  best  friend.  Bicci  declared  to  Mathan  "  that  he  desired 
to  have  the  honour  and  good  fortune  personally  to  present  to  the 
Emperor  the  insignificent  trifles  which  he  had  brought,  and  to 
spend  the  rest  of  his  days  in  the  service  of  their  common  lord  ani 
master.'^  The  eunuch  took  the  priests  in  his  own  boat  to  Teentsin, 
and  lodged  them  in  a  fort,  that  their  persons  might  not  be  exposed 
to  insult,  nor  their  property  to  depredation.  Of  this  Mathan  in- 

formed the  Emperor  in  a  memorial,  to  which  at  the  end  of  six 
months  a  receipt  arrived,  permitting  the  strangers  to  proceed  to 
Peking,  where  they  arrived  in  a.d.  1601. 

The  Emperor  accepted  their  presents,  permitted  them  to  take  a 
house,  and  at  once  allowed  them  a  fixed  stipend.  So  many  signal 
favours  gave  credit  to  the  two  Europeans ;  but  their  real  intentions 
they  took  pains  carefully  to  conceal  from  the  court.  In  the  mean 
time,  other  Jesuits  were  allowed  to  join  them,  not  only  at  Peking; 
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but  throughout  the  emi»re>  wherever  Bicd  had  established  chvrelief. 
That  the  collaborateurs  might  work  unanimously^  without  diBcre- 
pancy  to  the  advancement  of  the  mission,  Rioci  drew  up  roles, 
which  he  termed  ''the  Divine  Law/'  that  was  to  be  observed 
by  all  the  propagators  of  the  tenets. 

So  long  as  the  Jesuits  had  the  exclusive  care  of  Christianity  in 
China,  (as  granted  them  by  Gregory  XIII.  in  1586,)  the  under- 

taking went  on  peacefully.  In  1605,  only  four  years  firom  their 
entrance,  their  numbereT  so  increased,  that  the  society  petitioned 
for  permission  to  purchase  a  larger  house,  which  was  gnmted. 
Some  of  their  neophytes  became  men  of  great  influence;  and  the 
good  will  of  others  was  bought  and  preserved  by  liberal  offerings 
on  the  ahar  of  self-interest. 

In  1610,  Bicci  died,  aged  80  years ;  and  the  Emperor  permkted 
them  to  purchase  a  garden,  where  he  was  interred ;  and  likewiae 
to  build  a  house,  where  his  successors  resided.  Bicci  was  extolled 
by  the  Jesuits,  as  possessing  every  virtue ;  by  the  Franciscans,  and 
others,  he  was  spoken  of  in  terms  of  censure  and  condemnation. 
In  the  '' Anecdotes  de  la  Chine,''  torn.  i.  vi.  and  viii.,  bis  character 
is  thus  drawn ;  and,  if  true,  an  explanation  is  afforded  why  he  did 
not  extend  Christiaidty  in  China. 

"  This  Jesuit  was  active,  skilful,  full  of  schemes,  and  endowed 
with  all  the  talents  to  render  him  agreeable  to  the  great,  or  to 
gain  the  favour  of  the  princes ;  but  so  little  versed  in  the  matter 
of  faith,  that,  as  the  Bishop  of  Conon  said,  it  was  sufficient  to  read 
his  work  on  the  True  Beli^on,  to  be  satisfied  that  he  was  igno- 

rant of  the  first  principles  of  theology.  Bong  more  a  politicisn 
than  a  theologian,  he  found  the  secret  of  remaining  peacefiilly  i^ 
China.  The  kings  found  in  him  a  man  full  of  complaisance;  ̂ ^ 
pagans,  a  minister  who  accommodated  himself  to  their  supersti- 

tions ,'  the  mandarins,  a  politic  courtier ;  and  the  devil,  afaithfidset' 
vant,  who,farJrom  destroying y  established  his  reign  among  the  Aeo- 
then,  and  even  extended  it  to  the  Christians.  He  preached  in  China 
the  religion  of  Christ,  according  to  his  own  fancy;  that  is  to  saj, 
he  disfigured  it,  by  a  faithfcd  mixture  of  pagan  superstition,  adopt- 

ing the  sacrifices  offered  to  Confucius  and  ancestors,  and  teaching 
the  Christians  to  assist  and  to  co-operate  at  the  worship  of  idols, 
provided  they  only  addressed  their  devotions  to  a  cross  covered 
with  fiowers,  or  secretly  attached  to  one  of  the  candles  which  were 
lighted  in  the  temples  of  the  false  gods.^^ 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  annals  of  the  protestant  diurohes  can- 
not furnish  such  an  expression  of  opinion  as  the  above,  and  that 

by  one  of  their  own  faith.  The  idle  boast  of  the  universality  vad 
undivided  opinion  of  Boman  Catholic  writers,  with  wMdh  ̂ bsif 
so  fioeely  taunt  the  Protestants,  will  not  bear  investigation.  Moi^ 
tbat  could  write  of  their  own  household  in  such  a  strain^  were  IB 
calculated  to  convert  the  heathen.  But  we  need  not  go  to  Chivftl 
the  xx>ntroversy  between  the  Jesuits  and  Jansenists  in  Bursp^) 
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haye  furnished  painful  reflections  to  the  true  believer^  and  gratis fication  to  the  scoffer. 

Bicci  embraced  the  state  religion  of  China,  and  signified  that 
he  only  came  to  renew  some  essential  tenets,  and  that  he  preached 
the  same  "  Ttcon,"  or  "  Shang^Te/'  which  the  old  laws  pointed out ;  and  that,  in  fact,  his  system  was  the  same  as  Confucius\ 

Whoever  in  China  neglects  to  do  some  reverence  to  the  manes 
of  his  ancestors,  forfeits  the  character  attached  to  upright  men. 
AH  who  neglect  the  memory  of  Confucius  forfeit  all  claim  to 
public  honours  and  emoluments.  Gabriel  Daniel,  in  his  History 
of  the  Jesuits,  tome  ii.,  gives  Ricci^s  reasons  for  allowing  his Qhristian  converts  to  adore  the  tablet  of  Confucius. 

"  The  Mohammedans  (who  are  enemies  to  idolatry)  perfcwm  these honours  to  their  ancestors,  and  likewise  Confucius,  therefore  they 
are  not  idolaters.  The  Chinese  respect  neither,  their  ancestors 
nor  Ccmfucitts^  as  deities  or  saints ;  their  reverence  to  thdr  ances- 

tors is  only  to  them  as  persons  to  whom  they  owe  their  lives,  and 
Confucius  is  merely  honoured  as  a  philosopher  and  legislator. 
Those  who  kill  the  beasts  at  these  ceremonies,  are  not  priests  but 
butchers.  In  1384,  the  Emperor,  by  an  edict,  prohibited  columns 
to  be  erected  to  Confucius ;  all  that  sort  of  honours  to  be  paid 
him  which  is  usually  paid  by  idolaters  to  persons  deceased ;  that 
the  same  honours  which  are  paid  to  deceased  ancestors  and  to  Con- 

fucius^ are  also  paid  to  the  living  Emperor  and  the  great  oflScers  of 

state.^^ At  the  time  the  concessions  were  granted  by  the  Emperor  to  the 
Jesuits,  they  were  reminded  of  their  duty,  "  to  obey  the  laws  of 
the  empire,  to  pray  for  its  preservation,  and  for  the  health  and 

longevity  of  the  Emperor.^^  Everything  went  on  prosperously, until  1615,  when  a  mandarin  at  Nankin  sent  a  memorial  to  the 
Emperor,  in  whidk  he  depicted,  in  strong  language,  the  ardour 
with  which  foreign  tutors  inspired  their  disciples  with  contempt 
for  the  revered  and  sacred  customs  of  their  ancestors,  substituting 
"  intolerance,^^  by  which  the  affections  of  the  people  were  aUen- ated  from  the  government. 

In  1627,  an  edict  was  issued  by  the  Emperor,  which  proscribed 
"  the  men  who  preach  a  law  which  confiises  the  people  f'  it  com- 

manded the  mandarins  to  send  them  from  the  court  and  provinces  to 
Canton,  that  they  might  return  to  their  homes.  This  order  was 

but  partially  obeyed,  for  the  "  persecuted,^^  as  the  Jesuits  termed 
thdbr  priests^  found  shelter  and  protection  in  the  families  of  their 
comr^s. 

The  stcNnn  soon  blew  over,  as  a  new  convert,  baptized  Paul, 
arfived  at  the  dignity  of  Ka-lao,  or  minister  of  the  first  rank.  Paul 
anct  Other  influential  natives  inspired  the  Emperor  with  the  hope 
th^t,yihQuld  auxiliaries  be  requii^  against  the  Tartars,  powerful 
aid  wght  be  procured  from  Macao. 

Tbe  advisers  urged  his  Majesty  to  relax  the  imperial  edict,  with 
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the  following  fallacions  hopes :  ''  The  Portuguese  are'  eiperienoed 
gunners;  their  priests,  if  admitted,  will  serve  your  Majesty  with 
their  talents,  and  the  soldiers  with  their  valour,  so  that  no  enemy 

■hall  ever  succeed  in  making  durable  impression  on  the  Empire/' 
The  Emperor  gave  his  assent,  and  a  missionary  was  dispatched  to 
Macao,  who  raised  a  force  of  four  hundred  men ;  they  marched  to 
Nan-chang-foo,  the  capital  of  Kiangsi  province ;  but  no  sooner 
arrived,  (1622)  than  they  were  ordered  to  return.  Their  contemp- 
tible  appearance  had  excited  disgust.  In  1628,  John  Adam  Schaal, 
a  German  Jesuit  of  great  abilities,  arrived,  and,  being  strongly 
recommended  by  the  convert  Paul  to  the  Emperor,  was  speedily 
received  into  favour.  At  the  same  time  many  other  Jesuits  arrived 
vi&  Canton,  as  none  would  be  permitted  to  arrive  through  Macao; 
and  Canton  was  hitherto  strictly  guarded  by  the  Jesuits,  to  keep  out 
any  of  the  other  orders.     See  Semedo,  p.  246. 

However,  in  1631,  some  Dominicans  and  Frandscans  did  enter 
China,  to  the  great  discomfiture  of  the  Jesuits.  The  Anecdotes 
de  la  Chine,  p.  8,  states,  that  it  was  by  way  of  Formosa  that  they 
stole  into  China.  In  1631,  the  convert  Paul  died,  or,  as  he  was 
called,  Siu.  This  man  was  not  only  a  sincere  believer,  but  a  most 
influential  and  consistent  friend  to  the  Jesuits ;  but  the  mission^ 
aries  were  scattered,  and  the  country  much  disturbed  by  the  Tar- 
tars. 

Contention  early  commenced  between  the  Popes  of  Rome  and 

the  Kings  of  Portugal,  as  regarded  the  king^s  patronage,  i.e. 
''e  real  padreado'';  the  sovereigns  of  Portugal  claiming  a 
right  to  build  churches,  to  govern  those  which  existed  within  the 
limits  of  their  dominions,  and  also  to  assign  pastors  to  such 
ehurches  as  might  be  erected  anywhere  in  the  heathen  world  of  Asia, 
independent  of  Portugal. 
From  the  time  of  Gregory  XIII.  to  Innocent  XII.  these 

pretensions  had  often  been  disputed,  but  never  brought, to  a 
decision,  until  Peter  II.  King  of  Portugal,  questioned  the 

Pope^s  prerogative  to  send  '^  motu  proprio'^  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  apostles  of  the  Oospel. 

The  high  road  to  India  and  China,  was  at  this  period  through 
Lisbon  only,  so  the  decision  which  of  those  great  powers  had  the 
right  of  sending  the  Oospel  to  the  heathen,  was  submitted  to  the 
Cardinals  at  Rome ;  the  King  of  Portugal,  received  an  invitation, 
and  sent  an  ambassador  a.d.  1686.  This  envoy  adduced  five 
arguments,  which  were  decided  as  follows.  1st.  That  the  balb 
quoted  by  the  ambassador,  recorded  no  trace  that  the  spiritual 
government  of  all  Asia  ever  was  conceded  to  any  sovereign  of 
Portugal ;  they  proved  that  the  King  had  the  right  to  exereise 
his  patronage  in  all  those  churches  which  he  had  endowed.  >  ̂0nd. 
To  hinder  priests  from  passing  by  way  of  the  Phillipine  Isfauids  to 

Asia,  the  Popes  had  commanded  that  none  should  proceed -ihilkbei' 
without  a  previous  license  from  Lisbon  j  but  since  the  <Bpaiiiard8, 
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English,  Dutch  and  others  had  settlements  in  India^  Urban  XIII. 
revoked,  as  superfluous,  the  bulls  of  Gregory  XIII.  and  allowed 
missionaries  to  proceed  to  India  and  China  any  way  most  con- 

venient. 3rd.  It  was  inadmissable  the  king  should  govern 
Christian  churches  in  a  heathen  land.  4th.  The  jurisdiction  of 
the  primate  of  Portugal  was  not  infringed  on  by  the  Pope  sending 
missionaries  to  China.  5th.  The  archbishops  and  bishops,  in 
virtue  of  a  decree  of  the  congregation  de  Propaganda  Fide,  issued 

the  7th  March,  a.d.  1633,  may  nominate  bishops  '^in  partibus 
infidelium'^  to  be  confirmed  by  his  holiness. 

The  decision  arrived  at  by  the  cardinals,  on  this  question  of  the 

Pope's  authority,  was,  "  per  deligationem  vicariorum  apostolicorum 
non  constare  de  aliquo  prejudice  juribus  Begum  Portugalia 

illat«,''  a  subsequent  decision  was  of  the  same  import:  "pratensum 
and  privatirum  Regis  Portugalio  missionaries  et  titulares  episcopos 
in  Indift  designandi  nulla  ratione  niti.'^ 

Notwithstanding,  the  decision  of  the  "infallible  head  of  the 
church,'^  it  was  enacted  in  1668,  that  all  going  to  China  must 
pass  through  Lisbon,  and  take  an  oath  of  universal  patronage ;  an 
order  was  issued  from  the  Vatican  to  nullify  this;  still  it  W3S  found 
impossible  to  arrive  at  Macao  without  it ;  so  the  King  was  suc- 
cessful. 

A.D.  1634.  A  Spanish  dominican,  John  B.  Morales,  arrived 
and  oommenced  a  paper  war  against  the  Jesuits,  who  permitted 
their  converts  to  worship  their  ancestors. 

Morales  had  these  ceremonies  condemned  by  the  congregation 
de  Propaganda  Fide,  and  his  opinions  were  confirmed  in  1645  by 
Innocsnt  X. 

On  the  other  side,  Martin  Martini,  proved  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  tribunal  of  inquisition,  that  the  rites  and  customs 

were  of  a  civil  nature,  and  in  that  light  they  were  approved  of  by 
Pope  Alexander  VII.  in  1656;  but  the  former  edict  of  Innocent 
was  not  repealed.  In  this  state  of  affairs  each  party  defended  their 
respective  opinions  under  the  sanction  and  authority  of  two  Popes. 
The  battle  field  of  polemical  discussion  selected  was  Canton.  The 
numerical  strength  of  the  combatants  at  this  period  were,  Jesuits 

twenty-one,  Dominicans  three,  Franciscans^  one. Being  banished  from  the  interior  until  they  could  settle  their 
differences,  and  being  confined  in  one  house,  they  fraternized, 
and  after  many  discussions,  agreed  to  forty  articles,  one  of  which 
ran  thus : — 

**In  respect  to  the  customs,  by  which  the  Chinese  worship 
Confiicius  and  the  deceased,  the  answer  of  the  congregation  of 
the  universal  Inquisition,  sanctioned  by  his  Holiness  (1656) — ^Alex- 

ander VII.  shall  be  invariably  followed,  for  it  is  founded  upon  the 
most  probable  opinion,  without  any  evident  proof  to  the  contrary ; 
and  this  probability  being  admitted,  the  door  of  salvation  must 
nirt  be  shut  against  innumerable  Chinese,  who  would  abandon 
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our  Chrittian  raligi<Hi|  were  tkejr  ImrbiddeB  to  attend  to  those 

tlunga  to  whieh  they  may  lawfoll^  and  without  iignry  to  their 
fttth,  attend^  and  were  forced  to  give  np  what  cannot  be  giyea  uf 

without  aerioiu  conaeqnences/' 
In  the  first  Emperor  of  the  present  dynasty,  (a.o.  1644)  tht 

missionaries  found  a  friend.  He  appointed  Sohaal  to  reform  the 
calendar  into  which  many  errors  had  crept,  and  this  work  was 
so  ably  performed,  that  he  was  made  president  (tf  the  Astronomicsl 
Board,  with  the  title  and  authority  of  an  officer  of  the  first  rank; 

the  ornament  he  wore  on  his  breast  was  a  crane.  By  Schaal's 
influence,  permission  was  obtained  for  fourteen  other  Jesuits  to 
enter  China,  who  were  dispersed  over  Tarious  provinces. 

The  province  of  Shensi  appears  to  have  been  the  most  successful 
field  for  their  labours. 

llieir  mode  of  converting  the  heathen  is  best  exhibited  by  an 
extract  from  Le  Comte,  in  his  extravagant  account  of  China,  dedi* 
cated  to  the  Duchess  of  Burgundy.  *'  The  town  of  Hang^ehing, 
was  over-mn  with  a  prodigious  multitude  of  locusts  which  eat  up 
aU  the  leaves  of  the  trees,  and  gnawed  the  grass  to  the  very  roots/' 
The  inhabitants,  after  exhausting  all  the  resources  of  their  own 
superstitions  and  charms,  applied  to  Father  Faber,  who  promised 
to  deliver  them  from  the  plague,  provided  they  would  become 
Christians. 

When  they  consented,  "  he  marched  in  ceremony  into  the  high- 
ways in  his  stole  and  surplice,  and  sprinkled  up  and  down  holj 

water,  accompanying  this  action  with  the  prayers  of  the  church, 
but  especially  with  a  lively  faith.  Grod  heard  the  voice  of  his 
servsmt,  and  the  next  day  all  the  insects  disappeared.^  But  the 
people  refused  to  perform  their  promise,  and  ''  the  plague  grew 
worse  than  before.'^  With  much  contrition  they  came  to  the 
Father,  confessing  their  faults,  and  entreating  his  renewed  inter- 

position; ''again  he  sprinkled  the  holy  water,  and  the  insects 
a  second  time  disappeared.'^ 

While  this  semi-Christian  religion  was  spreading  through  the 
provinces,  it  seemed  to  be  establishing  its  foundations  more  solid- 

ly in  the  capital.  We  are  told  that  the  Emperor,  laid  aside  his 
usual  state  when  conversing  with  Schaal,  and  in  the  course  of  two 
years  paid  him  no  less  than  tw^ty  visits  at  his  own  residence. 
One  of  his  birth  days,  when  he  should  have  received  the  homt^ 
of  his  officers  on  his  throne,  was  spent  under  the  roof  of  the  mis- 

sionary. He  usually  called  him  Maffa,  a  term  of  affection  and 
respect,  and  to  show  his  subjects  how  much  he  esteemed  Schaali 
he  placed  a  marble  tablet  at  the  door  of  his  church,  in  which  he 
bestowed  on  him  the  highest  commendations. 

While  Schaal  favoured  the  Tartar  invaders  in  the  north,  some  of 
his  colleagues  supported  the  opposing  claimants,  to  the  throne  in  the 
south.  The  progress  of  the  Tartars  was  arrested  for  some  time  in 
the  south,  by  two  Christian  Chinese  officers ;  who  proclaimed  as 
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Emperor,  a  relative  of  the  late  imperial  family,  and  raised  an  army 
in  his  defence.  The  mother  of  this  prince,  with  his  wife  and  eldest 
son,  having  professed  the  Christian  faith,  were  baptized  by  Caffier; 
under  the  respective  names  of  Helena,  Maria  and  Constantine. 
It  was  hoped  that  he  would  prove  a  second  Constantine  in  truth, 
and  establish  a  Christian  church  in  China. 

Helena  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Pope,  which  was  graciously  an- 
swered by  Alexander  VII. ;  but  the  hopes  that  depended  on  her 

grandson  were  frustrated  by  three  armies  of  Tartars,  who  scat- 
t&reA  all  their  enemies. 

The  position  of  the  Jesuits  in  Peking,  was  favourable  until  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  in  1662. 

Kanghe,  a  minor,  only  eight  years  of  age,  was  called  to  the 
throne,  and  Schaal  was  at  first  appointed  his  tutor,  but  was  not 
long  continued^  as  the  regent  who  possessed  the  reins  of  government, 
speedily  threw  him  into  prison,  loading  him  with  chains,  together 
with  his  other  colleagues.  Schall  was  condemned  ^^  to  be  cut  into 
ten  thousand  pieces.^^  His  crime  is  not  narrated,  but  he  is  said  to 
have  died  a  natural  death,  in  prison,  in  1669.  Three  Domini- 

cans, one  Franciscan,  and  twenty-one  Jesuits  were  banished  to 
Canton. 

The  fears  which  actuated  the  Chinese  government,  at  this  period, 
(1661)  with  regard  to  the  ulterior  objects  of  the  Jesuits,  are  not 
surprising,  for  we  find  that  in  several  European  Catholic  countries 
they  had  been  proscribed.*  The  strife  that  existed  between  the 
several  orders  in  China,  revealed  the  important  secret,  that  the 
principles  of  their  doctrine  served  also  the  purpose  of  contentious 
emulation  for  influence.  The  cogent  argument  of  the  regent  was, 
that  during  the  time  missionaries  were  admitted  to  Japan,  nothing 
but  intrigues,  schism,  and  civil  war  was  heard  of:  calamities  that 

*  The  Jesuits  were  expelled  from  France  in  1593 ;  from  Venice  in  1606 ;  from 
Poland  in  1607f  and  from  Bohemia  in  1619.  The  crimes  alleged  against  them  were 
various.  The  character  and  spirit  of  Jesuitism  were  well  described,  and  their  downfall 
foretold  in  a  sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Brown,  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  in  the  year  a.d. 
15dl,  just  twelve  years  after  their  institution. 
-  This  extraordinary  prophetic  document  was  procured  by  the  celebrated  Ware,  and 
may  be  seen  in  the  Harleian  Miscellany,  vol.  v.  p.  556.  That  part  of  the  sermon 
which  relates  to  the  Jesuits  commences  thus  :  **  But  there  are  a  new  fraternity  of  late 
sprung  up,  who  call  themselves  Jesuits,  which  will  deceive  many,  who  are  much  after 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees'  manner.  Among  the  Jews  they  shall  strive  to  abolish  the 
truth,  and  shall  com'e  very  near  to  do  it. 

'*  For  these  sorts  will  turn  themselves  into  forms  ;  with  the  Heathen  a  Heathenisf^ 
with  the  Atheist  an  Atheist,  with  the  Jew  a  Jew,  with  the  lleformer  a  Reformer,  pur- 

posely to  know  your  intentions,  your  minds,  your  hearts  and  your  inclinations;  and 
thereby  bring  you  at  last  to  be  like  the  fool  that  said  in  his  heart  there  was  no  God. 

'*  These  shall  spread  over  the  ufhele  worldf  shall  be  admitted  into  the  council  of 
Princes,  and  they  never  the  wiser ;  charming  of  thera,  yea,  making  your  Princes  . 
teveal  their  hearts  and  the  secrets  therein,  and  yet  they  not  percei^  it ;  which 
will  happen  from  falling  from  the  law  of  God,  and  by  winking  at  their  sins ;  yet 
in  the  end,  God,  to  justify  his  law,  shall  suddenly  cut  off  this  society,  even  by  the 
hands  of  those  who  have  most  succoured  them  and  made  me  of  them ;  so  that  in  the  end 

they  shall -become  odious  to  all  nations.  They  shall  be  worse  than  Jews,  having  no 
resting  place  upon  earth,  and  then  shall. a  Jew  have  more/awtir  tliaa  a  Jesuit*"  . 

VOL.  II.  2  I 
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might  sooner  or  later  befoll  Chinaj  by  the  criminal  eagerness  of 
missionaries^  actually  spreading  over  the  land  for  the  sake  of 
"  enlisting''  deluded  people  of  all  classes. 

The  members  wore  distinctive  badges  of  medals^  rosariesj  crosses, 
&c.^  and  were  always  ready  to  obey  the  call  of  their  chiefs ;  in  fact, 
it  appeared  to  the  Chinese  government^  to  be  similar  to  those 
secret  societies^  which  have  long  been  a  source  of  uneasiness  to 
them.  They  were,  therefore,  associated  in  the  mind  of  the  Em- 

peror with  political  innovation. 
It  has  always  been  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  Chinese 

government,  how  many  forms  of  religion  have  existed^  so  as  there 
is  no  political  object  in  view.  The  state  has  its  own  form  of  wor- 

ship, and  never  interferes  with  the  others. 
Mosheim  remarks  respecting  the  Jesuits,  that  ''  the  designs  of 

some  of  them  were  truly  pious,  and  their  character  without  reproacli, 
is  unquestionably  certain.  But  it  is  equally  certain  that  they  were 
the  fewest  in  number.  Many  of  them  exhibited  the  most  turbu- 

lent passions,  and  dishonoured  the  glorious  cause  in  which  they 
were  engaged,  by  their  arrogance  and  ambition,  their  avarice  and 
cruelty  >>;  they  abused  the  power  which  thev  had  received  from  tbe 
Roman  Pontiffs,  of  forming  religious  establishments,  and  instead 
of  gaining  souls  to  Christ,  they  usurped  a  despotic  dominion  over 
their  obsequious  proselytes,  and  exercised  princely  authority  over 
the  countries  where  their  ministiy  had  been  successful.'^ 

It  was  the  bright  and  glorious  rays  of  the  Reformation  that 
alarmed  the  Pope  in  Europe.  To  maintain  what  was  then  called 
the  universal  polity  of  the  Church,  against  the  frequent  shocks  it 
received  in  the  sixteenth  century^  was  the  origin  of  the  founda- 

tion of  the  Jesuits,  a.d.  1639. 
In  their  attempt  to  convert  the  heathen  nations,  the  Jesuits 

carefully  concealed  spiritual  things,  but  trained  men  to  a  know- 
ledge of  mathematics,  and  thus  darkened  their  perceptions.  The 

French,  as  a  nation,  has  had  bitter  experience  of  this  mechanical 
materialist  philosophy.  But  provided  good  ends  were  sought,  all 
means  to  that  end  were  considered  lawful.  Such  a  doctrine  most 
ever  prove  fatal  to  the  permanent  establishment  of  Christianity. 

An  astronomical  defect  restored  the  Jesuits  for  a  time  to  favour. 
In  1669  Kanghe  dismissed  the  regent  and  assumed  the  supreme 

control.  The  calendars  for  the  year  had  already  been  prepared; 
and  according  to  custom  distributed  to  the  princes  of  the  imperial 
family,  and  into  the  provinces.  Four  Jesuits  still  remained  at 
Peking,  among  whom  was  Verbiest.  Kanghe  sent  for  Verbiest 
and  his  colleagues,  and  proposed  several  questions  to  them  on 
astronomy,  which  were  answered  correctly,  iimile  the  Chinese  astro- 

nomers were  compelled  to  plead  ignorance. 
The  Emperor  being  satisfied  of  the  superior  abilities  of  Verbiest, 

commanded  him  to  examine  the  calendar  for  the  year,  thougb 
it  had  been  sent  out  for  circulation. 
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Verbiest  soon  pointed  out  so  many  errors,  particularly  in  the 
improper  insertion  of  an  intercalary  month,  that  the  authors, 
who  had  been  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  missionaries,  were 
filled  with  confusion.  They  were  forthwith  loaded  with  chains, 
while  the  Jesuits  were  set  at  liberty,  and  Verbiest  was  appointed 
president  of  the  astronomical  tribunal. 

The  first  step  of  Verbiest  was  to  throw  out  the  intercalary 
month,  thus  rendering  the  calendar  in  circulation  utterly  useless, 

and  covering  with  disgrace  those  who  composed  and  sent' it  forth. 
The  members  of  the  council  felt  this  deeply,  and  sent  their  presi- 

dent to  beg  of  him  in  some  way  to  spare  their  reputation.  The 

answer  was,  "  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  the  heavens  agree 
with  your  calendar.  The  useless  month  must  be  taken  out.^^  And 
taken  out  it  was,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  simple  celestials, 
who  could  not  conceive  what  could  be  done  with  it,  and  asked  in 
what  place  it  was  kept  in  reserve. — Du  Halde,  page  133. 

In  1678,  Verbiest  presented  a  work  on  astronomy  to  the  Emperor. 
The  Emperor  received  it  with  such  favour,  that  in  a  full  assembly 
of  his  counsellors,  he  made  Verbiest  an  officer  of  the  first  rank,  and 

gave  him  the  title  of  "  ta  jin,^^  and  at  the  same  time  ennobled  all his  kindred. 
The  Emperor  requested  that  a  considerable  number  of  assistants 

would  be  procured  from  Europe.  As  Schaal  had  cast  cannon  for 
the  last  Emperor,  Verbiest  was  solicited  to  perform  the  same  ser- 

vice. In  the  English  edition  of  Du  Halde,  vol.  ii.  p.  82,  it  is  said 
that,  "  at  one  time  he  cast  130  pieces  of  cannon,  with  wonderful 
success,  and  in  1681,  he  cast  320  pieces  more,  which  he  blessed  in 
a  solemn  manner,  and  gave  the  name  of  a  saint  to  every  piece  of 

cannon.^' 
The  Emperor,  on  visiting  several  distant  provinces,  in  1683, 

showed  more  favour  to  the  Jesuits  than  to  his  own  officers.  '^  He 
called  them  into  the  cabin  of  his  own  boat,  and  conversed  familiarly 
with  them,  when  his  own  officers  were  not  allowed  even  to  approach 

the  imperial  bark." 
In  1689,  important  services  were  rendered  by  the  Jesuits,  in 

contracting  a  treaty  of  peace  between  China  and  Russia,  which 
has  ever  since  preserved  peace,  (see  page  387,  vol.  i.)  The  prin- 

cipal merit  of  this  treaty  seems  to  be  due  to  Gerbillon. 
The  partiality  of  the  Emperor  Kanghe  for  the  Jesuits,  procured 

for  the  Church  all  the  protection  it  stood  in  need  of,  and  promoted 
its  increase  rapidly.  Several  French  Jesuits  arrived,  who  were  con- 

versant with  the  Chinese  and  Tartarian  language,  and  were  perfectly 
skilled  in  mathematical  learning.  They  soon  ascertained  the  in- 

clinations and  views  of  the  Emperor,  and  employed  their  well- 
known  arts  in  pleasing.  They  were  at  one  time  his  instructors, 
physicians,  and  counsellors ;  they  served  him  as  painters,  turners, 
watchmakers,  founders,  astronomers,  engineers,  accomptants,  and 

2i2 



474  CHINESE    EDICT   IN    FAVOXTE   OF   CHEI8TIANITT. 

masters  of  the  ordn&nce  department.    In  fact^  they  directed  evciy- 
thing  about  the  court  of  Peking. 

The  familiar  intercourse  between  the  Emperor  and  the  mission- 
aries^ was  of  daily  occurrencej  and  nothing  but  their  own  disunioti 

could  have  caused  their  ultimate  disgrace  and  banishment. 

Under  such  auspices,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  Romanism  ont- 
wardly  prospered.  It  is  recorded,  that  about  1692,  several  mis- 

sionaries baptised  firom  1,000  to  1,500  converts  annually,  and  the 
favour  of  the  Emperor  knew  no  bounds.  On  a  case  of  persecution 
being  represented  to  the  Emperor,  he,  in  a  short  time  afterwards, 
issued  his  celebrated  edict,  which  declared,  ''  that  the  Christian  re- 

ligion contained  nothing  hurtful,  but  was  good  and  usefiil,  and  on 

no  account  should  be  opposed  or  hindered.'^ 
It  was  the  fault  of  the  Christians  themselves  that  they  did  not 

permanently  establish  themselves  in  China. 
The  Jesuits  received  the  greatest  encouragement  from  ihe  Em- 

Sror  Kang-he,  during  his  long  reign.     On  22d  March,  1692,  Ms 
ajesty  issued  a  celebrated  edict  in  fav&ur  of  Christianity,  in 

which,  conformable  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  rites,  he  ordered 
the  temples  dedicated  to  the  '*  Loi*d  of  Heaven,"  throughout  his 
dominions,  to  be  respected,  and  that  no  opposition  be  given  to  all 
who  choose  to  enter  those  temples,  oflfer  incense,  and  perform  acts 
of  worship.    This  edict  was  issued  in  consequence  of  a  violent  per- 

secution commenced  against  the    Christians   in  the  province  of 
Chekeang  by  the  viceroy  and  inferior  mandarins.     In  consequence 
of  the  petitions  of  the  Jesuits  of  Sciawe  at  Peking,  the  Emperor 
ordered  the  Board  of  Rites  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  the 
Board  reported  that  "  they  had  seriously  examined  that  which  had 
reference  to  the  Europeans  who  lived  in  China ;  and  found  that 
they  merited  attention  and  love,  for  the  signal  services  which  they 
had  rendered  in  civil  and  foreign  wars,  by  their  continued  studio 
to  produce  useful  and  curious  works,  and  by  their  just  and  sincere 
affection  for  the  public  good.    Moreover,  that  the  Europeans  are 
very  tranquil;  that  they  do  not  excite  troubles  in  the  provinces; 
that  they  do  not  cause  evil  or  commit  any  bad  action.    Besides, 
their  doctrine  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  false  and  dangerous 

sects  of  the  empire,  and  their  maxims  do  not  lead  people  to  sedi- 
tion."    The  report  of  the  Board  of  Rites  went  on  to  state  that 

*'  as  the  government  of  China  did  not  prevent  the  Lamas  of  Tar- 
tary,  nor  the  Budhists,  to  have  their  temples,  and  offer  incense, 
neither  pagodas,  how  much  less  ought  the  Europeans  to  be  prevented 
to  have  their  churches,  and  to  preach  publicly  their  religion,  as 
they  did  nothing  contrary  to  good  laws." 

It  was  in  consequence  of  this  excellent  report,  that  the  persecu- 
tion which  had  commenced  in  China  against  Christianity  ̂ ^ 

suppressed  by  the  Emperor  in  1692. 

Shortly  after,  the  Chinese  physicians,  having  failed  to  cure  the 
Emperor  Kanghe  of  a  fever,  the  sovereign  placed  himsdf  under 
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the  care  of  the  Jesuit  physicians,  Gerbillon  and  Bouvet,  at  Peking, 
who  cured  him  with  quinine.  In  gratitude  for  his  recovery,  the 
!Emperor  assigned  them  splendid  apartments  in  the  First  Enclosure 
of  the  palace,  and  which  had  belonged  to  the  governor  of  the  heir 
apparent.  Artizans  were  employed  to  fit  the  residence  up  in  ex- 

cellent style,  and  a  mandarin  to  superintend  the  dwelling ;  and 
understanding  that  they  wished  to  have  a  church  attached  to  the 
house,  the  Emperor  caused  a  very  handsome  church  to  be  erected 
within  the  precincts  of  the  palace,  which  required  four  years  build- 

ing, and  was  adorned  by  the  Jesuit  artists  with  great  magnificence 
and  taste.     The  church  was  opened  with  great  ceremony  in  1702.* 

The  Emperor  Kang-he  is  described  by  the  Jesuit  mission- 
aries as  having  a  lofty  genius,  great  penetration,  and  a  faithful 

memory;  with  a  solid  judgment,  a  sense  of  right,  and  a  firmness 
of  soul ;  always  master  of  himself,  and  capable  of  forming,  and  of 
conducting,  great  enterprizes.  He  did  not  repose  upon  favourites, 
but  took  cognizance  of  all  things,  and  regidated  them  himself. 
He  was  tender  towards  his  subjects,  and  never  lost  sight  of  judg- 

ment and  of  justice.  He  studied  and  acquired  the  European 
arts  and  sciences ;  geometry,  physics,  astronomy,  medicine,  and 
anatomy,  were  successively  objects  of  his  careful  study.  He  loved 
to  have  the  learned  Jesuits  around  him ;  he  esteemed  their  morals, 
protected  them  and  their  fellow-Christians,  and  had  given  hopes 
that  but  for  his  sudden  death,  he  would  have  openly  embraced 
Christianity.  When  baptism  was  urged  on  him,  he  said  it  was 
unnecessary,  as  he  worshipped  the  same  God  as  the  Christians  did. 

Verbiest  died  in  1688,  and  the  Emperor  commanded  the  highest 
honours  allowed  to  subjects  to  be  paid  to  his  remains. 

At  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
any  body  of  Christian  men  more  favourably  situated  than  the  Ro- 

man Catholic  missionaries  who  were  stationed  in  China.  Inde- 
pendent of  thfeir  own  high  position,  Louis  XIV.,  who  ruled 

France,  together  with  his  ministers  Colbert  and  Lauvais,  devoted 
all  their  energies  to  extend  the  dominion  of  the  Pope  to  China. 
The  Chinese  language  was  cultivated  at  the  expense  of  the  govern- 

ment, and  men  of  the  fii^t  talents  and  most  varied  acquirements 
were  selected,  and,  on  their  arrival  in  China  were  graciously  re- 
ceived. 

The  following  royal  missive  was  sent  by  the  King  of  France  to 
the  Emperor  of  China,  and  indicates  how  zealously  the  desire  to 
promote  Christianity  was  felt  in  France : 

^'  Most  high,  most  excellent,  most  puissant,  and  most  magnani- 
mous prince,  our  dearly  beloved  good  friend,  may  God  increase 

your  grandeur  with  a  happy  end.  Being  informed  that  your  ma- 
jesty was  desirous  to  have  near  your  person,  and  in  your  dominions, 

a  considerable  number  of  learned  men,  very  much  versed  in  the 
European  sciences,  we  resolved  some  years  ago,  to  send  you  six 

•  Tlie  Emperor  wrote  an  inscription  for  it,  "  To  the  only  true  God." 
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learned  BBathemntidaiis,  our  subjects,  to  shew  your  Majesty  wb«t- 
ever  is  most  coiious  in  sciences^  and  especially  the  astronomieal 
observations  of  the  famous  academy,  we  haye  established  in  our 
good  city  of  Paris ;  but  whereas^  the  length  of  the  sea  yoyage, 
which  divide  our  territories  firom  yours^  is  Hable  to  many  aectdetits, 
and  cannot  be  performed  without  much  time  and  danger, — Vfe 
have  formed  the  design,  out  of  a  desire  to  contribute  towards  your 

Majesty's  satisfiustion,  to  send  you  some  more  of  the  same  Father 
Jesuits,  who  are  now  mathematicians,  with  Count  Syri,  by  knd^ 
which  is  the  shortest  and  safest  way,  to  the  end  they  may  be  the 
first  near  your  Majesty,  as  so  many  pledges  of  our  esteem  and 
friendship,  and  that  at  the  return  of  the  said  Count  Syri,  we  may 
have  an  account  of  the  admirable  and  most  extraordinary  actions 
that  are  reported  of  your  life.  Whereupon  we  beseech  God  to 
augment  the  grandeur  of  your  Majesty,  with  an  end  alt<^ether 
happy. 

"W 

"  Written  at  Marly,  the  7th  August,  1688. 
"  Your  most  dear  and  good  friend, 

*'  Louis.'' 

The  Church  of  Rome  boasts  of  its  universality  and  xmammity; 
we  have  no  proof  of  the  former,  in  the  independence  of  Oredc  and 
Nestorian  churches,  and  no  indication  of  the  latter  in  the  fierce 
controversies  that  arose  between  the  Jesuits  and  Jansenists  in 
Europe,  and  between  the  Jesuits,  Dominicans,  and  Franciscans  in 
China,  and  that  at  a  time  of  great  outward  success  and  prospmty^ 

The  Dominicans  and  Franciscans,  on  their  arrival  in  Chma, 
demurred  at  once  at  the  new  mode  of  worship  introduced  by  the 
Jesuits,  and  refused  to  be  a  party  to  it.  When  they  saw  the  new 
converts  headed  by  the  Jesuits,  prostrating  before  a  tablet  of  Con- 

fucius, they  all  declared  against  this  mode  of  converting  the 
heathen.  J.  B.  Moreles  at  once  set  out  for  Borne,  to  lay  the  case 
before  the  Propaganda,  who  were  unanimous  in  declaring  these 

''  civil  ceremonies,''  as  Bicci  called  them,  superstitious  and  idola- trous. 

Pope  Innocent  confirined  the  report  in  September,  1645.  The 
Jesuits  received  the  decree  with  veneration,  but  laid  it  aside  with 
contempt. 

This  Concordate  previously  adopted,*  was  made  of  no  effect 
through  the  influence  of  Polanco,  a  Dominican,  who  prevailed  on 
Clement  IX.  the  succeeding  Pope,  in  1669,  to  confirm  the  previous 
decrees  of  1645  and  1656.  The  effect  of  this  was,  to  set  lie  seve- 

ral orders  by  the  ears,  and  the  peace  and  harmony  that  reigned 
for  a  few  years,  now  vanished. 

In  1693,  open  war  was  declared  against  the  Jesuit  praetiee  of 
idolatry  in  China,  by  a  Dominican  ordinaaice  issued  by  Chades  J. 

*  During  the  existence  of  the  Concordate,  the  Emperor  Kanghe  having  made  enquiry, 
and  found  they  had  settled  their  differences,  permitted  them  t<J  once  more  join  their 

'^rate  stations  in  the  interior. 
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^k|ENg¥0tjr  doctor  of  Sorbonne  and  Archiepiscopal  Vicax  of  Fqo- 
keeu  in  China.     It  was  as  follows : — 

''  We  command  and  ordain,  that  every  one  observe  to  express the  name  of  God,  in  the  Chinese  word,  Teen-chii,  which  signifies  the 
Lord  of  Heiiven,  and  that  the  word  Shangte,  i.  e.  the  supreme 
Umperor,  be  totally  laid  aside. 

'^  We  expressly  forbid  an  exposure  in  any  church  of  pictures, 
which  has  an  inscription  on  them  with  King-Tien,  (adore  the  sky.) 
We  command  them  to  be  taken  down  from  all  churches  within 
two  months,  and  all  other  pictures  and  expressions  which 
bear  the  same  sense,  as  we  cannot  be  persuaded  but  that  it  is 
idolatry. 

"  We  forbid  the  Jesuits  upon  any  pretence  to  permit  the 
Christians  to  perform  the  office  of  a  sacrificer,  or  to  be  present  at 
the  sacrifices  which  are  offered  to  Confucius,  and  other  dead  an- 

cestors, twice  each  year. 
^^  We  command  all  those  who  put  their  trust  in  God,  to  endea* 

vour  to  abolish  the  pictures  kept  by  private  families ;  and  in  that 
part  of  their  bouses  where  those  pictures  were  exposed,  that  there 

be  an  article  of  the  Christian  faith  set  up  in  their  place.^' 
Maigrot  was  connected  with  the  college  of  foreign  missions  in 

Paris,  which  was  fiercely  opposed  to  the  Jesuits,  and  he  charged 
them  with  a  secret  attempt  to  take  his  life. 

Pope  Clement,  to  settle  the  controversy,  sent  out  to  China  in 
1703,  De  Toumon  as  Legate  a  Latere,  who  was  made  at  the  same 
time  Patriarch  of  Antioch*  At  Pondicherry  on  his  way  to  China, 
De  Toumon  spent  some  months  with  the  Jesuits.  The  cow  is 
im  object  of  veneration  with  the  Hindoos.  De  Toumon  found 
that  the  Jesuits  allowed  their  nominal  converts  from  Hindooism, 
to  practice  all  their  old  superstitions,  with  this  difference,  that  the 
Jesuits  always  blessed  the  cow-dung  previous  to  its  use  in 
idolatrous  ceremonies. 

Greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  Pope^s  legate,  he  issued  an  edict, 
prohibiting  these  anti-Christian  practices,  which  so  disconcerted 
the  Jesuits,  that  from  that  moment  his  prospects  of  restoring  peace 
were  blighted,  and  his  failure  determined. 

On  De  Toumon's  arrival  in  1705  at  Manilla,*  he  deposed  the 
procureur  of  the  Jesuits'  society  there,  who  had  contrary  to  his 
vow  of  poverty  greatly  enriched  himself  by  following  commerce ; 
all  his  property  was  confiscated  by  the  legate.  When  the  legate 
arrived  at  Peking,  he  found  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  audi- 

ence of  the  Emperor,  for  reasons  which  must  be  manifest ;  but 
after  a  series  of  delays  he  firmly  demanded  a  private  audience, 
which  was  granted.  Just  as  he  arrived  in  the  presence  of  the 
Emperor  he  was  taken  dangerously  ill ;  at  the  same  time  the  Em- 

perosr  exclaimed,  ̂ ^  he  is  poisoned,^'  and  commanded  his  own  physi- 
•  This  is  bis  own  account,  and  for  the  other  matters  related  on  this  subject,  see 

Anecdotes  sur  I'F.tat  de  la  Chine,  app.  p.  5,  7,  10. 
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oian  to  attend  on  him.  De  Toumon  slowlv  recovered^  bat  m^as 
never  admitted  to  an  au^ence;  he  left  reking  in  1706|  and 
an  imperial  edict  soon  followed  hun  to  Macao,  where  he  was  im- 

prisoned during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  during  vMch  time  the 
secret  scenes  acted  to  accomplish  the  downfall  of  this  faitf^fid  prelate, 
must  have  been  ill  calculated  to  make  a  good  impression  on  a 
heathen  monarch.  He  died  in  1710,  but  whether  naturally  or 
otherwise  is  not  related ;  but  previous  to  his  death  he  had  received 
notice  of  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  cardinal, 

De  Toumon  stated  that  the  Jesuits  in  China  called  their  con- 

vents in  Fookeen,  "  the  Christians  of  Jesus/^  to  distinguish  them 
fix>m  the  converts  made  by  the  Dominican  and  Franciscan  monks; 
who  were  called  with  contempt  the  Christians  of  ''  St.  Peter,  St. 
Dominic,  and  St.  Francis.'^ 

A.D.  1706.  The  state  of  turmoil  and  ill-feeling,  engendered  hj 
those  two  contending  factions,  rose  to  such  a  height,  both  in  Pe- 

king and  in  the  provinces,  that  the  Emperor  Kanghe  devised  a 
plan  by  which  he  would  test  their  loyalty  and  allegiance. 

Kanghe  found  on  enquiry  that  there  were  two  aspirants  for  uni- 
versal dominion  in  his  empire.  The  Dominicans  claimed  to  be  the 

guardians  of  the  ''  Holy  Office,'^  i.  e.  the  Inquisition.  The  others 
preached  the  "  divine  right'^  of  the  successor  of  St.  Peter^  to  role 
the  body  and  soul  of  all  mankind,  temporal  and  spiritual. 

On  the  17th  December  1706,  an  imperial  edict  was  issued,  by 
Kanghe,  declaring  that  he  would  countenance  those  missionaries 
who  would  preach  the  doctrine  of  Ricci,  but  persecute  those  who 
followed  the  opinion  of  Maigrot^  Bishop  of  Canon ;  and  that  the 
land  might  be  cleared  of  those  turbulent  men,  he  commanded 
that  the  missionaries  should  on  or  before  the  1st  July,  1707,  sub- 

mit to  an  examination.  The  memorial  presented  to  the  examiner 
was  in  Latin,  signed  by  an  European :  and  ran  thus  :*— 

*'  A.  B.  from  B.,  of  such  religion,  age,  nation,  and  came  to 
China  years  ago ;  I  have  lived  in  such  a  place  of  sucha  province^ 
I  have  studied  philosophy  and  theologv,  and  have  no  wish  to  re- 

turn to  Europe :  in  the  publication  of  the  holy  doctrine,  I  have 
followed  the  maxims  of  Bicci.^'  The  questions  put  to  those  who 
attended  were.  Have  you  followed  the  maxims  of  Bicci  ?  WUl  you 
continue  the  labour  of  a  missionary  ?  If  the  reply  was  negative,  the 
examiner  received  an  order  to  depart  within  five  days  for  Canton, 
and  embark  for  Europe ;  if  the  answer  was  "  yes,'*  an  imperial 
license,  in  the  Chinese  and  Tartar  languages  was  handed  to  him. 
The  Jesuits  were  doubtless  the  authors  of  this  examination  and 
sentence. 

The  Pope^s  legate  had  arrived  in  1705,  and  all  new  comers  were 
compelled  to  proceed  to  Peking  to  be  examined.  De  Toonxoa 
issued  two  mandates,  forbidding  the  missionaries,  under  pain  of 
excommunication,  to  eater  with  the  examiner  upon  any  discmuion 
on  this  subject. 
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I>e  Tournon's  mandates  were  supported  by  tlie  "Holy  Office/*  in 
a  fall  congregation  of  inquisitors,  and  converted  into  a  la^r. 
Clement  XI.  commanded  both  Jesuits  and  friars  of  every  coni- 
munity,  to  obey  and  observe  the  bull,  '^  ex  iUA  die/' 

The  Pope  had  hitherto  been  led  to  believe,  that  his  sway  in 
China  was  paramount,  but  was  sadly  grieved  at  the  disrespect 
shown  to  his  legate  De  Toumon ;  and  as  popery  is  a  doctrine  of 
expediency,  more  temporizing  instructions  were  given,  in  1715,  to 
a  second  legate  named  Mezzabarba. 

The  Emperor  received  Mezzabarba  courteously,  but  granted  no 
request.  Mezzabarba  found  that  Kanghe  had  resolved  never  to 
yield  to  the  papal  court  any  kind  of  jurisdiction  over  his  subjects; 
the  legate  thought  proper  therefore,  in  accordance  with  his  instruc- 

tions, and  for  the  sake  of  saving  the  Bomish  religion  from  the  dis- 
grace of  being  banished,  to  concede,  "  eight  permissions.^' 

These  only  made  bad  worse,  between  the  contending  parties,  as 
the  Emperor  was  to  be  the  head  of  the  church,  and  not  the  Pope. 
In  this  state  of  aflFairs,  Castorani,  a  monk,  and  vicar  of  the  Bishop 
of  Peking,  proceeded  to  Rome,  and  procured  an  abrogation  of  the 
permissions,  by  a  bull  commencing,  ex-quo  singulare. 

After  a  lapse  of  fourteen  years,  Eanghe  in  1721  had  the  mor- 
tification to  find  that  the  mandates  of  the  papal  legate,  Toumon, 

"were  reverently  obeyed,  whilst  the  edict  of  the  Emperor  command- 
ing the  missionaries  to  take  out  a  license,  was  disregarded. 

He  discovered  that  the  legate  endeavoured  to  transfer  from 
bimself  to  the  Pope,  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  those  portions  of 
China,  which  were  politically  in  revolt  against  him ;  by  admitting 
that  a  foreign  priest  might  legislate  in  their  native  country. 
Kanghe  was  disposed  to  think  that  their  apostacy  originated  in  an 
error  of  judgment,  although  it  was  evident  their  obstinacy  was 
grounded  on  a  malicious  design,  which  was  not  yet  ripe  for  deve- 
lopement.  It  was  represented  to  him,  that  "  to  effectually  clear 
the  corn  from  the  tares,  their  roots  must  be  carefully  plucked 

out."  He  had  prepared  his  mind  to  act  on  this  truism,  when  he died  on  the  32nd  December  1722. 
Numerous  as  were  the  favors  that  the  Emperor  Eanghe  had 

shewn  the  missionaries,  he  was  too  independent  a  prince  to  sufi'er them  to  rule  his  dominions ;  and  it  was  evident  that  he  had  at  last 
learned  their  true  character.  The  Emperor  tried  in  vain  to  re- 

concile the  different  sects.  On  one  occasion  he  sent  for  them,  and 

entreated  that  "  they  might  have  no  more  than  one  hearts*  He 
said,  *'  One  calls  himself  a  Franciscan,  another  a  Dominican,  ano- 

ther a  Jesuit,  which  irreconcileable  disunion  surprises  me  much.'* 
Their  disputes  were  a  constant  source  of  annoyance  to  the  govern- 

ment, which  tolerates  all  religions,  in  order  to  consolidate  the 
power  of  the  Emperor. 

When  the  survey  of  China  was  completed,  he  issued  an  edict, 
forbidding  any  missionaries  to  remain  without  a  patent  from  him- 



4B0         OHAAAOVim  ov  THs  n»vm  bt  vathbk  wma. 

•eH  Many  of  them  were  impriaoned  dmiiig  the  lemainder  of 
their  hTes.  The  Jetoita  are  charged  by  their  opponents  with  hav- 

ing procured  the  penecution  of  their  brethren,  in  order  to  have 
the  field  to  themselvea.  They  were,  in  fact,  intoxieated  with  snc- 
oeaa.  Their  character  is  thns  described,  in  1710,  by  Father  Bipa, 
who  was  thirteen  years  resident  at  Peking. 

''  If  the  European  missionaries  in  Chma  would  conduct  them«- 
sdves  with  less  ostentation,  and  accommodate  their  manners  to 
persons  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  the  number  of  converts  would 
be  immensely  increased ;  for  the  Chinese  possess  excellent  natural 
abilities,  ana  are  both  prudent  and  docile.  But,  unfortunately, 
our  missionaries  have  adopted  the  lofty  and  pompous  manner, 

known  in  China  by  the  appellation  of  *'  Tti-n^en,''  Their  gar- 
ments are  made  of  the  richest  materials ;  they  go  nowhere  on  foot, 

but  always  in  sedans,  on  horseback,  or  in  boats,  and  with  nume- 
rous attendants  following  them/' 

Yunching,  who  ascended  the  throne  of  China  on  the  death  of 
the  Emperor  Kanghe  in  1728,  had  his  attention  early  called  to  the 
Jesuits  by  the  literati^  who  complained  that  the  late  Emperor  had 
shewn  too  much  favour  to  them,  and  that  they  were  a  dangerous 
dass,  as  their  converts  would  not  be  amenable  to  the  constituted 
authorities,  and  that  in  times  of  trouble  they  were  governed  by 
them  alone*  Bemonstrances  poured  in  from  all  quarters,  so  that 
an  edict  was  issued  in  1724^  retaining  those  already  in  the  govern- 

ment service,  but  sending  all  others  to  Macao.  By  this  decree, 
more  than  three  hundred  churches  were  destsroyed,  and  not  l®s 
than  three  hundred  thousand  nominal  Christians  were  left  with- 

out pastors.  Several  noble  &imilies  suffered  in  their  persons  and 
property  imder  this  decree. 

It  was  soon  perceived  that  the  tares  would  be  rooted  out.  The 
Emperor  sent  for  Farennin  and  Kagler,  and,  it  is  said,  addressed 
them  to  the  following  effect : 

^'  Vous  voulez  que  tous  les  Chinois  se  fussent  Chretiens ;  votre 
loi  demande,  je  les  sais  bien :  mais  en  ce  cas  la,  que  deviendrons 
nous  ?  Les  sujets  de  vos  rois  ?  Les  Chretiens  que  vous  faites  ne 

reconnaissent  que  vous ;  dans  un  terns  de  trouble  ils  n'ecouteront 
point  d'autre  voix  que  la  votre.^' The  edict  of  Yunching  only  drove  the  missionaries  from  the 
provinces^  but  permitted  them  to  remahi  at  Canton,  on  condition 
that  they  gave  no  cause  of  complaint.  In  a  short  period  it  was 
discovered  that  out  of  the  thirty-six  exiles  in  Canton,  sixteen  had 
absconded  into  the  provinces.  When  this  great  defalcation  was 
discovered,  the  remainder  were  sent  to  Macao,  with  a  positive  in- 

junction to  quit  the  empire  with  the  first  ship. 
The  Jesuits  on  this,  as  on  all  former  occasions,  out-generalled 

the  guardians  of  the  ''  Holy  Office/^  and  probably  informed  on  the 
Dotninieans ;  for  we  find  their  obedience  rewarded  by  the  Emperor, 
who  appointed  Edgier,  a  German  Jesuit,  president  of  the  tribunal 
of  Astronomy,  and  gave  him  a  title  of  honour  in  1732.    Notwith- 
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fitaiuUng  persecutions  and  prohibitions^  the  Bomanist  missionaries 
left  no  means  to  proceed  to  Gliina.  According  to  Father  Bipa, 
the  number  of  missionaries  that  had  been  despatched  to  Chma 
firom  Borne,  between  the  years  1580  and  1708,  was  about  fiye 
hundred* 

The  following  extract  from  the  Memoirs  of  Father  Bipa^  will 
illustrate  Hxe  schemes  and  falsehoods  resorted  to  for  the  obtain- 
ment  of  a  passage  to  China.  After  describing  the  journey  from 
Italy,  he  says : 

"  Having  arriyed  at  the  Hague^  we  found  our  companions,  who, 
having  been  discovered  to  be  missionaries,  were  reftised  passports 
for  England  by  the  English  ambassador.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
Bishop  of  Munster,  to  whom  we  were  recommended  by  the  Pope^  Fa- 

ther Perrone,  Amodie,  and  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  passports  under 
assumed  names ;  and  on  the  3rd  January^  1706^  we  sailed  for  Eng- 

land. Without  losing  any  time,  we  went  with  Fath^  Perrone,  to 
solicit  the  East  India  Company  for  a  passage  to  China ;  but  as  it 
was  strictly  prohibited  to  take  out  any  ecclesiastics,  the  Venetian 
Ambassador  sent  to  inform  the  Company,  that  we  were  going  to 
enter  the  service  of  the  Emperor  of  China,  Don  Amodie  as  a  ma- 

thematician, I  as  a  painter,  and  Father  Perrone  as  a  servant.  It  was 
amusing  to  see  Father  Perrone  standing  before  us  two,  hat  in 
hand,  shewing  us  all  the  marks  of  respect  which  servants  are  wont 
to  pay  their  masters. 

"  The  directors,  however,  being  wary  men,  did  not  appear  satis- 
fied with  the  8CCount,and  said  they  cotdd  believe  that  Amodie  and 

I  were  laymen,  but  not  Father  Perrone.  His  peculiar  carriage, 
his  eyes  east  doum,  his  hands  continually  in  his  sleeves,  and  other 
signs,  induced  them  to  think  that  he  must  be  an  ecclesiastic* 

'^  They  then  asked  the  gentleman  who  came  with  us  firom  the 
Ambassador,  whether  Perrone  was  a  Jesuit,  and  on  his  answering 
that  he  was  ready  to  swear  to  the  contrary,  they  granted  us  per- 

mission to  saU  in  one  of  their  ships.'' 
There  was  no  lack  of  labourers  for  the  vineyard,  but  the  diffi- 

crfty  was  introducing  them,  as  none  were  adWed  at  Macao 
without  a  license  from  Lisbon,  the  King  of  Portugal  still  maintaiur 
ing  his  right  to  appoint  missionaries  to  Asia,  without  consulting  the 
Pope.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  a  procurator  of  the  Propaganda 
Fide  (O.  della  Torre,)  was  stationed  at  Canton,  and  from  thence 
he  clandestinely  forwarded  priests  where  they  were  required. 

In  1786,  Keenlung  ascended  the  throne,  and  with  great  vigilance 
prevented  the  introduction  of  missionaries.  A  governor  of  Foo- 
keen  having  discovered  Christians  in  his  province,  tried  and  con- 

victed them  of  disobedience.  It  was  found  that  they  were  no 
sooner  banished,  than  they  foimd  means  to  return.  In  1747,  Peter 

Martyr  Sanz  was  beheaded,  ''quod  hominum  multitudinem  per- 
versa religione  seduxeiit  :'^  the  sentence  was  in  Chinese  charac- tenr. 
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But  it  was  not  alone  the  government  of  Peking  that  was 
alarmed  at  the  Jesuits^  even  the  semi-Christian  government  of  For- 
tngaly  with  its  Pagan  rites,  were  alarmed,  and  in  1759,  an  edict  was 
issued  against  the  Jesuits  in  Macao,  by  his  Roman  Catholic  Ma- 

jesty, Joseph  I.,  King  of  Portugal.  It  '^  declared  the  members  of 
the  society  of  Jesus  to  be  notorious  rebels,  traitors,  and  a!g^;res8ors ; 
and  commanded  that  they  shall  be  had,  held,  and  reputed  as  sueb, 
♦  ♦  ♦  that  they  shall  be  totally  extinguished  in  all  the  realms 
and  dominions  of  Portugal, — that  neither  verbal  nor  written  eom- 
munication  shall  be  kept  up  with  them/'  In  obedience  with  this 
law  the  Jesuits  were  all  banished  from  Macao  to  Goa,  (1762)  and 
stript  of  the  large  property  they  had  acquired  in  Macao. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  a  government  like  that  of  China,  which 
viewed  idolatry  with  contempt,  should  have  entirely  mistaken  the 
character  of  Christianity,  particularly  as  they  saw  it  exhibited  by 
the  Portugese  at  Macao. 

St.  Anthony,  one  of  the  numerous  saints  worshipped  by  the 
Portuguese,  was  a  soldier  in  their  army  in  1783.  The  celehiatioa 
of  his  feast  lasts  thirteen  days.  His  image  is  laid  on  a  litter,  aud 
carried  by  four  officers,  accompanied  by  the  governor,  gentry  and 
common  people. 

For  each  of  the  thirteen  days,  a  body  of  soldiers  fire  a  salute  at 
the  church  dedicated  to  him.  Aud  on  the  eve  of  his  procession 
the  senate  sends  240  taels  to  his  church.  This  is  the  amount  of  s 

captain's  pay,  to  which  station  he  has  been  raised  from  the  ranks* 
He  is  a  favourite  saint  with  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  who  pray  to 
him  on  their  knees,  and  beat  or  caress  according  as  the  devotee 

fancies  he  has  interceded  for  him,  or  postponed  the  supplicant's 
petition.    Tapers  and  incense  are  burned  before  the  image. 

Again,  on  the  Sunday  of  the  Cross — ^'  Domingo  da  Omz'' — the 
Redeemer  is  represented  by  the  image  of  a  full-grown  man,  who,  <dsd 
in  a  purple  garment,  wearing  on  his  head  a  crown  of  thorns,  and 
on  his  shoulder  a  heavy  cross,  bends  one  of  his  knees  on  the  bot- 

tom of  a  bier,  supported  by  eight  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens.  At  this  procession  the  whole  Roman  Catholic  population 
attend,  accompanied  by  children  in  fancy  dresses,  to  represent 
angels,  with  muslin  wings  at  their  shoulders.  This  procession 
perambulates  the  town  of  Macao ;  and  then  proceeds  to  the  con* 
vent  of  St.  Augustine. 

Less  than  twenty  years  ago,  on  the  eve  of  a  St.  John's  day,  the 
monks  and  nuns  cdebrated  the  occasion,  by  burning  in  effigy  a 
man  and  woman  made  of  paper,  which  represented  Herod  and  his 
daughter,  by  whose  intreaties  St.  John  the  Baptist  lost  his  life. 
A  bonfire  on  a  grand  scale  was  made  on  the  following  day. 

The  persecuting  principles  of  popery  are  fully  carried  out  at 
Macao,  towards  the  Jews,  who  are  never  allowed  to  settle  th^re. 

According  to  Moshiem,  Bonifa^  V.  a.d.  620,  in  imitation  of 
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the  heathen  custom^  ordered  that  no  one  should  be  apprehended 
in  a  church.  This  immunity  was  frequently  taken  advantage  of 
in  Macao^  by  men  who  should  have  ended  their  days  on  the  gal- 

lows; but  if  the  culprits  had  money  they  found  shelter  in  the 
churches  and  convents  there. 

Timkowsky^  the  Russian  envoy,  who  was  at  Peking  in  1820^ 
gives  a  description  of  the  Portuguese  monastery  he  visited  whilst 
there. 

"  He  was  received  by  Father  Bibevia  who  was  a  member  of  the 
academy  of  astronomy  at  Peking. 

"The  chapel  is  lighted  by  several  lustres.  Opposite  the  en- 
trance is  an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  with  the  following  inscrip- 

tion in  Chinese :  '  She  prays  for  the  whole  universe/  Near  it  is  a 
picture,  the  subject  of  which  is  taken  from  the  Oospel.  It  repre- 

sents Jesus  Christ  receiving  the  gifts  of  a  child,  dressed  in  the 
Chinese  summer  costume.  Among  the  crowd  of  Israelites  are  a 

great  number  of  Chinese, — 'who  behold  with  delight  this  act  of 
condescension.  To  the  right  of  the  Holy  Virgin  is  Saint  Igna- 

tius Loyola,  founder  of  the  Jesuits.' 
"  We  passed  through  a  passage  on  the  side  of  which  are  the 

cells,  which  appeared  in  a  ruinous  condition.'^ 
The  Jesuits  are  said  to  have  persuaded  the  Emperor  of  China 

(Kanghe)  and  the  nobility,  that  the  primitive  theology  of  their 
nation,  and  more  particularly  the  doctrine  of  their  great  instructor, 
.(Confucius)  differed  in  nothing  important  from  the  doctrine  of  the 
6t)speL  But  Confucius  was  adverse  to  idolatry — whereas  the 
Romanist  forms  were  similar  to  those  of  the  Budhists ;  they  had 
the  same  processions,  statues,  candles,  perfames,  prayers  for  the 
dead,  auricular  confession,  monasteries  for  both  sexes,  whose 
lives  are  devoted  to  abstinence,  celibacy,  and  solitude,  &c.  In- 

deed, the  missionaries  said  that  Budhism  was  a  cunning  invention 
of  the  devil  in  order  to  defeat  their  form  of  Christianity. 

A  Jesuit  named  Neuville,  writes  thus  in  the  year  1740.  "  I 
have  this  year  celebrated  the  canonization  of  Francis  Begis,  whom 
I  have  chosen  for  the  patron  of  our  mountains :  may  he  con- 

descend to  work  the  same  miracles  here  as  he  did  formerly  in 
France  I  The  whole  was  done  very  much  to  the  edification  of 
those  present.  A  great  image  of  the  saint  was  exposed  to  view; 
and  the  people  chanted  the  litanies  which  I  had  composed  in 
honour  of  him."  After  many  other  idolatrous  practices,  which  it 
is  painful  to  read,  he  says,  **  If  I  had  the  means  of  founding  a 
monastery,  it  would  very  soon  be  filled  by  fervent  virgins.  There 
are  several  married  people,  who  live  like  brothers  and  sisters. 
Moreover,  they  do  not  consider  these  mortifications  of  the  flesh  as 

sufBiciently  meritorious."  Here  we  have  some  clue  to  account  for 
the  persecution  the  converts  suffered,  as  the  secrets  of  the  mar* 
riage  bed  had  been  sought  after ;  which  in  China  are  strictly 
guarded.  The  Chinese  with  great  truth  designated  this  religion  f 

"  one  that  corrupts  the  mind." 
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The  Bomanists  preferred  to  say  mass  in  tlie  Latm  tongue^  al^ 
though  their  Chinese  priests  could  not  pronounce  the  words 
aright ;  and  as  the  Chinese  are  fond  of  sumptuous  shows,  and 
magnificent  ornaments,  pompous  processions,  and  the  noise  of  bells, 
they  took  extraordinary  pains  to  provide  them  with  all  that  the 
church  allows.  Iron  girdles,  and  other  instruments  of  penance, 
were  of  common  use  amongst  them ;  they  not  only  kept  the  fiists 
prescribed  by  the  church,  but  also  fasted  on  Wednesday,  in  honour 
of  St.  Joseph,  the  patron  saint  of  China;  on  Friday,  in  honour  of 
the  passion  of  our  Lord ;  and  on  Saturday  in  honour  of  the  Holy 
Virgin. 

The  miracles  recorded  by  the  Jesuits  in  China,  are  greater  than 
any  narrated  in  Scripture. 

Moses  brought  locusts  on  the  land  by  the  special  interposition 
of  Gk>d,  but  Faber  drove  them  from  the  land  of  China  with  holy 
water.  Elijah  divided  the  river  Jordan  that  he  might  pass  over, 
but  Faber  was  carried  over  rivers,  through  the  air. 

Schaal  was  condemned  to  be  cut  in  ten  thousand  pieces,  ''  but 
as  often  as  the  princes  of  the  blood  attempted  to  read  his  sentence, 

a  dreadful  earthquake  dispersed  the  assembly .'' 
Surely  the  denunciations  of  the  prophet  Malachi  must  have  over^ 

taken  these  "robbers  of  God,'*  or  where  is  the  fruit  of  their 
labours  ?*  It  appears  the  rulers  of  heathen  lands,  Japan  and 
China,  got  an  earlier  insight  into  the  machinations  of  Jesuitism 
than  those  of  Europe,  as  since  their  ezpidsion  firom  these  countries, 
they  have  been  suppressed  by  every  monarch  of  Europe,  not  ex- 

cepting the  Pope  himself.  Their  name  is  justly  associated  with 
deception,  pious  frauds,  ambition,  and  selfishness. 

It  is  pleasing  to  find  any  record,  amidst  this  desecration  of  Chris- 
tianity, whereon  the  mind  can  dwell  with  some  degree  of  pleasure. 

M.  Dufresse  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Tabraco  in  the  year  1800, 
and  in  a  letter  from  the  province  of  Sze-chuen,  written  to  one  of 
his  pupils  in  Penang,  filling  ten  octavo  pages,  with  the  exception 
of  seven  lines,  there  is  scarcely  a  sentence  that  would  not  meet 
the  approbation  of  an  orthodox  Protestant.  These  pupils  were  in  a 
strange  land,  and  surrounded  by  dangers  and  temptations.  The 

good  bishop  says,  ̂ 'be  not  discouraged;  Jesus  Christ,  who  has 
conquered  the  world  and  hell,  and  broken  the  sceptre  of  their 
power,  will  give  you  the  victory,  if  you  continue  faithful  to  his 
grace,  which  shall  never  fail  you;  if  you  persevere  in  the  love  and 
fear  of  God,  so  as  to  give  no  entrance  into  your  hearts  to  any  mor- 

tal sin ;  and  if  you  wander  not  from  the  paths  he  has  traced  for 
you.  He  will  be  your  consolation  in  tribulations  and  labours,  yonr 
shelter  in  adversity,  your  fortress  in  dangers ;  the  giver  of  strength 
in  labour,  and  of  resignation  in  infirmity ;  the  author  of  Ught  and 
progress  in  your  studies ;  your  assured  defence  against  all  the 
secret  assaul1»of  your  enemies,  visible  and  invisible;  and  a  healing 
balm  to  soothe  the  sorrows  of  your  flesh  and  spirit.    He  will  not 

*  Malachi,  iii.  9. 
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suffer  you  to  be  tempted  above  your  strength,  but  in  the  day  of 
your  temptation,  he  will  give  you  the  strength  necessary  to  over- 

come.    Let  sin  be  the  only  object  of  your  fear.^'* 
During  the  administration  of  this  true  Apostle  of  the  Christian 

doctrine,  his  efforts  made  great  progress.  There  were  frequently 
1,500  adult  baptisms  annually,  but  since  that  time  the  number 
has  diminished,  and  has  never  since  been  so  great. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  administration  they  enjoyed  peace  and 
quietness,  in  so  much,  that  they  even  held  a  council  of  the  foreign 
and  native  priests,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  extend  their 
influence. 

Up  to  the  year  1804,  the  Romanist  priests  were  in  comparative 
peace,  so  far  as  the  Chinese  government  was  concerned;  but  there 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  period  of  their  history  without 
constant  bickerings;  one  usurping  authority  over  the  other.  The 
Portuguese  and  Italian  missionaries  at  Peking  had  a  dispute  about 
the  extent  of  their  separate  missions.  The  former  being  licensed 
by  the  King  of  Portugal,  were  anxious  to  strictly  guard  his 

majesty^s  ̂ ^  privileges  ;*^  and  all  efforts  failed  to  arrange  this  impor- 
tant point,  without  submitting  the  case  to  Home.  As  a  guide  for  his 

Holiness,  a  map  of  the  province  of  Shantung,  drawn  by  P.  Adeodat, 
was  sent,  along  with  letters.  The  messenger  who  conveyed  them 
was  seized,  and  the  circumstance  of  such  an  instrument  being  sent 
to  a  foreign  power,  excited  suspicions  in  China  at  that  time,  as 
would  have  been  the  case  in  any  part  of  Europe. 

On  an  explanation  being  sought,  and  strict  enquiry  made,  it  is 
said,  '^  their  answers  were  embarrassed,  their  reasons  weak,  and 
their  explanations  obscure.^' 

The  anger  of  the  Chinese  ministers  knew  no  bounds.  *^  These 
men,^^  they  exclaimed,  ̂ ^  dispute  about  the  possession  of  the  coun- 

try already,  though  it  belongs  to  our  great  Emperor.^^ 
The  Roman  Catholic  mission  has  never  recovered  its  position 

from  that  time  to  this.  The  persecutions  that  followed  were  most 
severe,  and  an  effectual  stop  was  placed  on  their  future  corres- 

pondence, by  having  it  sent  through  the  Russian  College  at  Pe- 
king, whose  members  are  anything  but  Mendly  disposed  to  the 

Pope. 
These  storms  and  alarming  edicts  .were  hitherto  only  a  nine 

days'  wonder,  but  a  lasting  impression  seemed  now  to  have  been 
made  on  the  government. 

In  1811,  a  Chinese  priest,  with  letters  to  his  superior,  was 
arrested,  and  the  court,  unable  to  distinguish  between  the  spiritual 
jurisdiction  claimed  by  the  bishops  and  the  civil  authority  of  a 
monarch,  became  still  more  cautious  and  suspicious. 

Their  own  account  is,  that  after  this  affair,  they  all  agreed  to 
leave  China  (except  four),  and  none  have  ever  since  been  allowed 
in  Peking.t 

•  Annales,  vol.  i.,  No.  9,  p.  68.  f  See  Lett.  E<Lif«t  v^*  iv«f  p.  152-5S. 
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On  a  review  of  the  foregoing^  it  must  be  admitted  that  in  Ciuna, 
aa  in  India^  South  America^  and  elsewhere^  Jesuitism  has  failed. 
That  popery^  as  practised  by  the  Jesuits^  was  not  the  popery 
preached  by  the  Franciscans  in  the  same  land  in  1288^  there  is 
abundant  proof. 

According  to  Le  Compte^  page  884^  they  translated  the  great 
Summa  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  but  found  ̂ 'weighty  reasons  for  not 
translating  the  Word  of  Gtod."  According  to  Kircher,  in  his 
China  Illustrata,  page  127 — ^they  published  an  abstract  of  the  moral 
law,  in  which  the  second  commandment  was  left  out ;  the  fourth 

changed  into  '^keep  holy  the  festivals;''  and  the  tenth  was  split in  two. 
Grapes  cannot  be  gathered  from  thistles,  nor  figs  from  thorns ; 

their  statements  must  be  received  with  caution,  and  their  miracles 
rejected  as  frauds. 

The  zeal,  devotion,  and  perseverance  so  much  lauded,  were  also 
claimed  by  the  Jews,  and  by  all  the  false  teachers  of  ancient  and 
modem  times ;  it  was  no  benefit  to  the  former  that  they  had  '^  a 
Eeal  for  Gt>d,  but  not  according  to  knowledge/' 

Several  members  of  the  Roman  mission,  in  its  early  history,  were 
learned  men,  so  far  as  being  skilled  in  the  abstract  sciences  and 

worldly  knowledge,  but  ̂ ^  hath  not  Gk)d  made  foolish  the  wisdom 
of  this  world  ?"  With  the  exception  of  their  temporary  inculca- 

tion of  science,  which  is  now  forgotten  in  China^  there  is  little  in 
the  history  of  their  mission  to  approve. 

Their  historians  state,  and  the  cautious  Moshiem  is  in  the  same 
error,  that  they  all  arrived  in  China  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
language. 

The  celebrated  Jesuit,  Buggiero,  on  his  arrival  at  Macao,  en- 
gaged a  painter, ''  quern  minime  inaptus  magister  patri  visus  est 

Sina  pictor,  qui,  quod  lingue  deirat,  arte  suppleret,  quippe,  non 
raro  contingebat."  Dr.  Morrison  says,  *'  he  knew  personally  ten 
Roman  missionaries  in  China,  who  had  resided  at  court  and  on 
the  frontiers,  from  fourteen  to  thirty  years,  and  only  three  of  them 
could  read  Chinese ;  four  of  them  had  been  many  years  at  Peking, 
and  did  not  know  a  single  symbol,  but  could  spesJs.  the  language ; 
while  some  of  the  others  could  neither  read  nor  speak  it." 

Their  position  in  Peking  .could  be  nothing  better  than  the  Rus- 
sians; they  were  "  guarded  to  protect  them  from  insult.'' 

Why  an  All-wise  Providence  has  permitted  the  debasing  errors 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  to  enslave  the  most  populous  countries  of 
the  globe,  prior  to  the  full  manifestation  of  His  gospel,  is  not 
within  the  compass  of  human  knowledge ;  but  an  examination  of  its 
effects  may  serve  to  stimulate  men  of  a  more  pure  and  simple  doc^ 
trine.  The  grievous  errors  detailed  in  these  pages  may  oe  con- 

sidered as  beacons  to  indicate  the  rocks  on  which  Romanism  has 
suffered  shipwreck.  It  is  no  justification  that  these  ambitious 
men  possessed  untiring  zeal,  self-denial,  and  learning ;  we  require 
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the  evidence  that  this  devotion  and  good  works  were  such  as  God 
ai^roves. 

The  failure  of  Jesuitism  in  China  should  not  deter  the  preachers 
of  a  purer  faith^  when  they  have  the  promise  of  succour  and  aid, 
in  every  trial  and  temptation  (Isaiah^  xliii.  2,  and  Matthew,  v. 
10-12).  That  the  Jesuits  did  good,  I  would  fain  hope,  but  St. 
James  tells  us  that,  ̂'  where  strife  is,  there  is  confusion  and  every 
evil  work.'*    (Chap.  iii.  16.) 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  sixth  point  which  I  proposed  to  inves- 
tigate^-namely,  the  existing  state  of  Christianity  in  China ;  the 
imperial  edicts  issued  for  its  toleration,  and  a  suggestion  of  the 
means  by  which  the  life-giving  precepts  of  the  Word  of  God  majr 
be  beneficially  extended.  The  failure  of  Judaism,  of  Nestorianism, 
of  Jesuitism,  and  of  Romanism  in  China,  for  two  thousand  years, 

ought  to  be  a  stimulus  to  Protestantism  to  bring  "  Sinim  '^  within Teach  of  the  Promised  Land. 
The  existing  state  of  the  Roman  Catholic  missions  in  China, 

has  been  carefully  analysed  from  the  Annales  de  la  Foi,  by  Dr. 
Bridgeman,  in  his  Chinese  Repository  for  1839.  The  extent  of 
country  over  which  they  are  spread  may  be  judged  by  a  reference 
to  the  chart  attached  to  vol.  i.  of  this  work*  It  will  be  found  to 
include  upwards  of  764,000  square  miles. 

Provihccs. Bishops. Priesttt. Native 
Priesti. 

Converts. 

Canton  and  Kwangsi    .... 
Honan,  Uoo-pih,  and  Hunan 
Chih-le  and  Shantung  .*   .    .    . 
Che-keang  and  Kiangsi    .    .    . 
Shanie  and  Hookwang      .    .    . 
Fookein  and  Fonnoaa  .... 
Sze-chuen   

4 
2 
2 

9 

0» 

0 
0 10 

6 
9 

80 
0 
0 
0 

15 
9 

30 52,000 
40,000 
50,000 

9,000 
60,000 
40,000 

52,000 
8 33 

84 
308,000 

Dr.  Bridgeman  places  little  reliance  on  this  statement,  because 
he  thinks  Papin,  the  apostolic  missionary  now  in  China,  published 
an  unjust  statement  relating  to  a  Protestant  establishment  in 
Malacca.  After  mentioning  his  arrival  at  Malacca,  the  writer 
adds,  ''we  visited  the  famous  Anglo-Chinese  college  there,  which 
the  Protestants  have  erected  at  an  enormous  expense ;  this  esta- 

blishment, so  much  vaunted  in  Europe,  is  remarkable  only  for  its 
luxury.  Pompous  inscriptions,  sacred  and  profane,  cover  the  walls 
within  and  without ;  but  that  is  all.  The  school  is  <k>mpos6d  of 
hardly  a  dozen  children  picked  up  in  the  streets,  and  instructed  ift 
English,  and  even  these  they  pay,  in  order  to  secure  their  atten*- dance. 

•  In  these  provinces  there  are  thirty  native  priests  and  twenty-four  Btoropeans,  the former  are  of  the  order  Lazaristt. 
VOL.    II.  2  K 
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**  They  have  also  established  a  Chinese  and  Malay  printing  press. 
The  Protestant  minister  who  governs  this  pretended  college  re- 
oeiyed  us  with  politeness.  Having  learned  that  the  Chinese 
grammar  of  Premare  had  been  printed  there^  we  wished  to  procure 
a  copy,  but  when  we  asked  for  it  under  that  name^  the  minister 
appeared  astonished.  He  had  never  known  the  existence  of  Pre- 

mare^ nor  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  grammar^  for  although 
their  work  is  nothing  but  a  literal  translation  of  the  work 
of  the  celebrated  Jesuit^  the  translator  has  modestly  attributed 
all  the  merit  of  it  to  himself.^'  '*  It  was  thus  also  that  the 
late  minister^  Morrison  of  Canton^  after  having  procured  the 
Chinese  dictionary  of  Basils  and  caused  it  to  be  printed^  announced 
himself  to  the  learned  world  as  its  author .'''(' 

The  description  of  the  Protestant  Anglo-Chinese  college  at  Ma- 
lacca^ is  doubtless  overcharged^  but  it  is  a  fact  that  that  college 

produced  few  useful  results ;  it  was  unable  even  to  afford  us  inter- 
preters when  the  recent  war  (1840)  commenced  in  China;  its  ex- 
tension of  Christianity  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace. 

The  missionaries  labouring  in  China  are  connected  with  societies 
of  various  denominations  in  England^  America^  France  and  Italy. 

The  London  Missionary  Society,  belonging  to  the  denomination 
of  Protestant  Dissenters^  had  iu  1844  nine  missionaries  in  China; 
the  Churoh  Mission  two ;  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  foreign  missions^  five.  The  American  Baptist  Boards  four.  The 
American  Presbyterian  Board,  three.  The  American  Episcopolian 
Board  two.     The  latter  has  since  been  considerably  increased. 

The  number  of  missionaries  belonging  to  the  societies  of  Jesus 

and  St.  Lazarus,  and  to  the  "  Congregatio  de  Propaganda  Fide'' 
is  so  great,  and  they  are  so  scattered  over  the  empire,  that  it  is  next 
to  impossible  to  ascertain  it  excepting  from  their  own  records. 
From  a  map  of  missions  by  Marchini,  presented  in  1810,  it  appears 
that  in  that  year  there  were  six  bishops,  two  coadjutors,  twenty- 
three  missionaries,  and  eighty  agents  in  China.  Their  names  it 
is  difficult  to  obtain ;  that  of  the  only  one  I  know  is  Comte  de  Besi, 
a  bishop,  who  resides  in  Kangsoo,  and  often  visits  Nanking, 
Shanghai,  and  the  Island  of  Tsungming^  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Yangtzekang.    He  is,  I  believe,  a  Jesuit. 

There  are  two  local  societies  established  and  supported  by  the 
foreign  residents  in  China. 

The  Morrison  Education  Society,  established  in  1836.  And 
the  Medical  Missionary  Society  established  in  1838. 

The  London  Missionary  Society,  as  also  all  the  other  societies, 
with  the  single  exception  of  those  of  the  Catholic  persuasion^  did 
not  in  the  first  instance  send  their  missionaries  to  China,  but 
placed  them  among  the  islands  of  the  Eastern  Archipelago,  at 

*  See  Annales  de  la  Propagation  de  la  Foi,  tom.  viii.  p.  5S5. 
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Batavia^  Singapore,  and  Malacca^  where  they  could  have  more 
access  to  the  thousands  of  Chinese  that  resort  to  and  live  at  those 
places,  and  where  they  could  pursue  their  labours  with  far  less 
bigotry  and  opposition  to  contend  against,  than  they  could  were 
they  living  in  China  itself.  The  missionaries  resided  at  those 
places,  some  of  them  for  many  years,  until  the  peace  with  China  in 
1842,  when  they  were  immediately  directed  by  their  Societies  to 
sell  the  different  missionary  premises,  and  repair  to  Hong  Kong, 
there  to  meet  together  and  consult  upon  their  distribution 
among  the  five  ports.  In  consequence  of  those  instructions,  the 
mission  premises  at  Batavia,  Singapore,  and  Malacca  have  been 
sold,  and  the  missionaries  who  resided  at  those  places  have  left 
them  for  China.  The  Anglo-Chinese  College,  which  was  founded 
and  established  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Morrison  in  Malacca,  has  also 
been  transferred  to  Hong  Kong,  where  ground  has  been  pur- 

chased ;  and  buildings  are  now  erecting  for  the  use  of  that 
establishment,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Rev.  James  Legge. 
The  principal,  and  the  oldest,  missionary  to  the  Chinese  in  connec- 

tion with  the  London  Missionary  Society,  is  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Med- 
hurst,  who  came  out  to  India  in  1816;  from  thence  he  went  to 

Malacca,  where  he  first  gave  his  attention  to  the  Chinese ;  and  in' 
1822  he  joined  the  Batavian  mission.  After  fifteen  years  residence 
in  that  Island,  he  returned  to  England  for  his  health,  and  came  out 
again  in  1839.  In  1830  he  published  an  English  and  Japanese 
and  Japanese  and  English  Vocabulary,  which  was  lithographed  at 
the  mission  press. 

In  1834  his  Fookeen  Dictionary  appeared,  in  one  volume  4to. 
The  printing  of  it  was  commenced  by  the  East  India  Company 

in  1831,  and  unavoidably  put  a  stop  to  by  the  expiration  of  their 
charter  in  1834,  when  it  was  carried  on  and  finished  by  subscrip- 

tion.    In  1838  was  published  his  work  on  China,  in  one  vol.  8vo. 
He  has  also  written  many  other  works  in  Chinese,  and  has 

laboured  long  and  hard  in  the  revision  of  the  Bible  in  that  lan- 
guage.   He  is  a  most  exemplary  Christian. 

In  1843  he  published  his  Chinese  and  English  Dictionary,  in 
two  vols.  8vo. ;  and  he  is  at  present  engaged  in  preparing  for  the 
press  an  English  and  Chinese  Dictionary,  which  will  be  a  very  full 
and  complete  work.  The  other  missionaries  connected  with  that 
society,  have  not  been  long  enough  in  this  country  to  be  perfect 
masters  of  the  Chinese  language;  but  considering  the  opportunities 
they  have  enjoyed,  most  of  them  have  made  very  creditable  pro- 

gress, though  of  course  more  particularly  in  that  portion  of  the 
language  connected  with  their  peculiar  avocation. 

The  Rev.  William  Milne,  who  went  to  Chusan  in  the  month  of 
March  1842,  succeeded  in  locating  himself  in  the  city  of  Ningpo, 

after  it  was  evacuated  by  Her  Majesty's  forces  in  May  of  that 
year.     After  residing  there  several  months,  he  left  it  in  the  dis- 

2  k2 
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ruise  of  a  Natiye^  accompanied  by  his  Chinese  teacher^  and  two 

Chinese  servants^    pushed    into  the   interior^  and  succeeded  in 
Feaching  Canton  after  a  journey  of  about  thirty  days,  without 
meeting  any  obstacle^  of  exciting  any  attention.     He  tFavelled  the 
whole  way,  with  very  little  exception,  in  sedan  chairs  and  boats^ 
and  from  being  necessitated  to  hire  always  a  boat  to  himself,  to 
prevent  detection,  his  expenses  amounted  to  more  than  200  dollars. 
This  is  the  first  instance  on  record  of  a  Protestant  missionary 
succeeding  in  travelling  into  the  interior ;  no  effort,  however,  was 
made  to  distribute  tracts,  or  in  any  way  to  carry  out  his  objects 
in  coming  to  this  countiy.    The  only  reason  that  such  instances 
have  never  before  happened,  is  that  Protestant  missionaries  do 
not  feel  justified  in  practising  the  deception  so  constantly  made 

use  of  by  the  Catholic  priests,  and  through  which  alone,  they  suc- 
ceed so  effectually  in  entering  within  the  barrier,  and  propagating 

their  tenets  in  the  face  of  most  severe  prohibitions. 
.   Of  those  belonging  to  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
foreign  missions,  the  most  advanced  in  the  Chinese  language  are 
the  Bev.  Dr.  Bridgeman,  Rev.  D.  Abeel,  and  Mr.  Williams. 

The  Bev.  Dr.  Bridgeman  composed  a  work  which  he  called  the 
'  Christomathv*'  in  1841,  which,  as  its  title  indicates,  is  a  work 
designed  to  famish  a  raries  of  easy  lessons,  comprising  simple 
instruction  on  that  which  is  plain  and  useful.  It  is  in  the  Canton 
dialect,  and  is  a  very  well  arranged  easy  lesson-book  for  learners 
of  that  dialect. 

In  1844  Mr.  Williams  published  an  English  and  Chinese 
Vocabulary  in  the  court  dialect,  which  is  one  of  the  xriost  complete 
Chinese  Vocabularies  extant.  Mr.  Williams  has,  through  study 
and  research,  done  much  to  bring  to  notice  Chinese  natural  his- 

tory, and  has  given  especial  attention  to  botany. 
Of  the  missionaries  connected  with  the  Baptist  Board,  there  is 

not  much  to  notice  j  they  have  not  been  long  in  China,  but  are, 
nevertheless,  tolerable  Chinese  scholars,  although  their  knowledge 
of  the  colloquial  exceeds  that  of  the  written  language. 

The  Bev.  J.  S.  Shuck  built  a  small  chapel  in  Hong  Kong,  in 
1848,  called  the  Queen's  Boad  Chapel.  The  expenses  of  erecting 
it  were  altogether  defrayed  by  subscription.  Although  very  smalli 
until  lately  it  has  been  the  only  place  of  worship  in  Hong  Kong. 

The  Morrison  Education  Society  was  established  in  1836,  and 
its  object  is  *'  to  improve  and  promote  education  in  China  by 
schools  and  other  means.'' 

In  1839  the  Bev.  J.  B.  Brown  arrived  and  opened  a  school, 
which  has  been  flourishing  ever  since,  and  has  at  the  present  time 
many  scholars.  They  have  made  great  proficiency  in  the  English 
lianguage,  and  do  great  credit  to  their  instructors.  Pour  of  the 
boys  are  supported  by  Government,  on  the  condition  that  two  are 
constantly  supplied  to  the  Consulate  of  Shanghae.  The  two  that 
are  now  there,  have  made  themselves  very  useful  as  linguists.    A 
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grant  pf  laud  in  Hong  Kong  has  been  made  by  Goyemmeut  to 
this  Society,  and  a  very  commodious  schoolhouse  has  been  built  ou 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  eminences  at  the  east  end  of  the 
town.* 

The  Medical  Missionary  Societyf  was  established  in  the  year 
1838,  pursuant  to  suggestions  for  its  formation,  published  by 
S.  E.  Colledge,  Esq.  Bev.  J.  Parker,  and  Bev.  £.  C.  Bridgeman, 
in  December  1836.  Its  object  is,  to  give  assistance  and  informa- 

tion to  those  who  come  out  to  China  as  medical  missionaries, 
that  by  these  means  their  services  may  be  made  immediately 
available,  while  at  the  same  time  they  may  be  put  in  the  way  a£ 
learning  the  language,  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  themselves  for 
practising  in  parts  of  the  country  to  which  foreigners  have  not 
hitherto  gained  access.  Hitherto  it  has  succeeded  very  well,  and 
thousands  of  Chinese  have  been  relieved  in  the  different  hospitals 
connected  with  the  Society,  at  Macao,  Canton,  Chusan,  and 
Shanghai.  A  grant  of  land  has  also  been  made  to  this  Society, 
and  a  hospital  now  occupies  the  summit  of  a  hill  adjoining  that 
of  the  Morrison  Education  Society  hill. 

The  number  of  converts  brought  from  Heathenism  to  Christiamty 
through  the  means  of  Protestant  missionaries,  is  very  small.  It 
cannot  be  compared  with  that  of  the  Catholic  converts,  for  the 
Protestant  missionaries  are  in  general  so  very  strict,  and  require 
that  a  man  shew  the  change  in  his  heart,  by  a  corresponding 
change  for  the  better  in  his  conduct  and  life,  while  the  Catholics 
only  require  that  he  should  outwardly  profess  his  faith,  so  that 
but  few  join  the  former  sect,  while  thousands  crowd  to  the  standard 
of  Bome.  Perhaps  there  are  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty 
Christian  Protestant  Chinese,  while  Catholicism  numbers  its  tens 
and  hundreds  of  thousands. 

The  Protestant  missionaries  are  actuated  by  a  nobler  purpose 
than  the  Jesuits,  and  wiU  not  adopt  secret  stealthy  means 
to  promote  Christianity.  They  have  a  lively  hope  that  when 
Ood  in  his  wise  providence  opens  the  door,  they  will  enter;  and 
if  called  on  to  endure  trials  and  sorrow,  the  principle  which 
actuated  their  sires  and  the  spirit  of  theur  God,  mil,  I  trust,  be 
found  to  dweU  in  their  hearts. 

The  social  influence  of  missionaries  is  already  felt,  as  few 
others  have  the  privileges  of  familiar  intercourse  with  the  Chinese. 
Few  have  spoken  with  them  in  their  own  language,  and  there  have 
been  very  few  others  from  whom  they  could  obtain  information 
regarding  the  history  of  other  countries. 

The  children  educated  by  the  missionaries  are  better  acquainted 

*  In  the  Chinese  Repository,  yoL  ▼.  p.  873,  will  be  found  a  (uU  account  of  the 
establishment,  objects,  &c.  of  this  society. 

t  In  the  Chinese  Repository,  also,  vol.  v.  p.  370,  and  vol.vii.  p.  32,  will  be  found  ac- 
counts of  its  origin  and  objects. 
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irith  history^  tl^SJ^P^J*  ̂ *  ̂ ^'^  ̂ ^^  Uterati  of  the  nation^  or  the 
ministers  of  the  Emperor.  The  person  from  whom  Keying  is 
acquiring  information  respecting  other  countries,  was  entirely 
educated  by  an  American  Protestant  missionary;  and  although 
bearing  no  direct  relation  with  religion,  it  is  of  too  much  import- 

ance to  be  orerlooked. 

On  the  other  hand,  valuable  information  has  been  lately 
procured,  in  regard  to  the  internal  state  of  China,  through  the 
rrotestant  missionaries,  without  which  the  pages  of  this  work 

would  in  many  points  have  been  dependent  on  the  Jesuits'  writings, 
which  might  have  been  faithful  enough  when  written.  The  trans- 

lations of  Dr.  Morrison,  the  pages  of  the  Chinese  Repository,  and 
the  labours  of  Bridgeman,  Medhurst,  and  others,  have  proved 
valuable,  because  truthful  expositors. 

Without  enumerating  the  numerous  barriers  opposed  to  the 
introduction  of  the  Gospel  in  China,  the  most  fatal  is  the  clause 
in  the  treaty  which  so  circumscribes  the  labours  of  the  missionary; 
and  prevents  him  gaining  admission  into  the  interior,  where 
instruction  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  than  in  maritime  towns^ 
in  which  the  worst  classes  generally  congregate. 

A  subject  of  paramount  importance  has  of  late  received  much 
attention  fi^m  Protestant  missionaries  (particularly  American) 
in  China,  viz.  the  healing  art,  the  practice  of  which  is  not  only  given 
gratuitously  but  with  a  cheerful  and  generous  spirit.  The  object 
is  to  open  the  hearts  of  the  Chinese,  and  to  prove  to  them  that  all 

foreigners  are  not  actuated  by  the  same  motives,  ̂ ^  gain  seeking*' 
as  they  have  hitherto  had  too  much  reason  to  think. 

The  Christian  missionary  has  a  noble  example  for  this  conduct 
in  his  Lord  and  Master,  who  went  about  healing  the  sick, 
giving  sight  to  the  blind,  and  comforting  the  distressed. 

The  importance  of  the  object,  and  the  suitableness  of  the  means 
to  attain  it,  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  who  is  alive  to  the  blessed 
e£Pects  of  the  law  of  kindness;  to  the  holy  principle  "  overcome 
evil  with  good.'' 

In  this  way  the  deep-rooted  prejudices  against  foreigners  will 
be  gradually  subdued,  access  to  the  country  more  easily  procured, 
and  many  brought  under  the  instruction  of  the  herald  of  glad 
tidings,  who  would  otherwise  have  had  no  intercourse  with  him. 

When  the  agency  of  this  really  Christian  Society  shall  be  carried 
into  full  operation  (when  means  and  teachers  are  supplied)  it  is 
intended  that  each  medical  missionary  shall  be  aided  by  a  clerical 
associate. 

To  a  limited  extent  this  has  been  already  done.  I  know^  of  no 
means  so  effective  for  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into  China, 
as  the  extension  of  the  Medical  Missionary  Society ;  it  is  not  only 
the  best,  it  is  the  only  means  by  which  we  can  hope  to  prose- 

cute successfully  this  holy  object. 
Dr.  Hobson,  one  of  this  excellent  society,  and  a  man  of  practical 
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and  skilful  benevolence^  reports^  that  from  June^  1843^  to  July, 
.1844^  the  number  of  Chinese  relieved^  was  3^924^  at  Hong 
Kong.  The  large  number  of  in-patients  gave  the  Doctor  better  op- 

portunities of  conversing  with  them  on  religious  subjects.  The 
Doctor  is  assisted  by  a  native^  of  age  and  experience^  (Ayong),  who 
devotes  himself  to  the  propagation  of  Christianity  among  his  own 
countrymen. 

Since  the  commencement  of  medical  missions  in  China^  &om 
1838  to  1844,  upwards  of  30,000  have  sought  aid  from  the  skill  of 

the  "barbarians,"  freely  submitting  to  whatever  was  directed. 
Upwards  of  two-thirds  of  this  number  have  presented  themselves 
for  stti^cal  treatment,  within  the  last  four  years. 

And  here  I  cannot  help  adverting  to  an  English  lady  (Miss 
Aldersey),  who  has  devoted  herself  to  the  Chinese  as  a  medical 
missionary.  Possessed  of  an  independent  property  in  England — 
of  a  beautiful  form — an  accompHshed  mind,  and  simple  winning 
manners — which  in  any  country  would  command  esteem  and  ad- 

miration, she  deemed  herseli'  irresistibly  called  on  by  a  spirit  within 
her  to  proceed  to  China.  Her  father  (resident,  I  think,  at  Chig- 
well,  in  Essex),  for  several  years  refused  to  part  with  his  beloved 
daughter,  but  at  last  felt  compelled  to  yield  to  her  overwhelming 

convictions.  China  was  not  then  "  opened,"  but  Miss  Aldersey 
proceeded  to  Batavia,  and  joined  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Medhurst,  where  she  commenced  the  study  of  the  Chinese 
language.  After  the  war  Miss  Aldersey  accompanied  Mr.  Med- 

hurst to  Hong  Kong,  but  soon  perceiving  that  rock  was  quite  un- 
suited  to  missionary  exertions,  even  if  untainted  by  the  opium 
poison.  Miss  Aldersey  proceeded  to  Chusan.  On  my  arrival  at 
that  beautiful  and  healthy  island  in  August,  I  solicited  and  ob- 

tained the  honour  of  waiting  on  Miss  Aldersey ;  I  found  her  living 
entirely  among  the  Chinese,  in  a  good  Chinese  family,  and  with 
several  Chinese  ladies,  and  a  few  children,  as  her  companions. 
Twice  a  week  she  received  all  the  poor,  afficted,  and  diseased  of 
both  sexes,  to  whom  she  administered  medicines  (in  the  use  of 
-which  she  is  very  skilful),  comforts,  and  even  money  where  needed. 
It  was  indeed  a  blessed  sight  to  see  this  accomplished  English, 

woman  dwelling  among  the  Chinese. as  a  "  ministering  angel,''  for 
such  she  doubtless  appeared.  I  was  a  passenger  in  the  steamer 
-which  conveyed  Miss  Aldersey  to  Ningpo,  where  she  had  bought 
.a  house,  and  determined  to  end  her  days.  She  was  accompanied 
by  several  Chinese  ladies  of  pleasing  manners ;  but  her  own  sim- 

plicity of  character  was  the  greatest  charm.  Extreme  illness  and 
debility  at  the  time,  prevented  my  converse  with  this  remarkable 
woman,  who  is  silently  working  a  great  reformation  around  her, 
especially  in  her  own  sex,  and  by  the  education  of  female  children. 
What  a  contrast  to  us  as  an  "  opium  smuggling  nation  V  Would 
that  I  could  see  a  committee  of  English  ladies  in  London,  to  aid 
the  pious  Miss  Aldersey  in  her  blessed  labours ! 
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'  When  I  was  ib  China  there  were  eight  '^  good  Samaritans/* 
medical  mimionary  gentlemen,  practiedUy  inculcating  Chriatianily. 
I  visited  the  excellent  hospital  of  Dr.  Parker  at  Canton,  and  tbe 
dispenaaiy  of  the  amiable  Dr.  Lockhart  at  Shanghai 

No  language  that  I  could  utter  would  convey  the  praise  that  is 
due  to  th^  missionaries  and  their  colleagues.  Frc»n  the  21st  of 
November,  1842,  to  the  81st  of  December,  1848,  the  number  of 
patients  who  had  resorted  to  Dr.  Parker's  hospital  at  Canton,  wss 
8,501 ;  and  while  Dr.  Parker  has  been  devoting  much  time  to 
their  relief,  he  has  bestowed  great  attention  to  tlM  instructions  of 
the  Chinese  youths  who  have  placed  themselves  under  him.  One 
of  them,  Kwan-Tau,  his  senior  pupil,  has  been  found  competent  to 
keep  open  the  institution  (during  the  Doctor's  temporary  absence 
from  Canton),  attending  prindpaUy  to  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  to 
which  he  has  paid  most  attention. 

Diseases  of  the  eye  are  very  prevalent  in  China,  and  have  been 
most  successfully  treated  by  Dr.  Parker. 

Dr.  Lockhart,  soon  after  he  settled  in  Shang*hai,  successfully 
couched  many  cases  of  cataract;  one  was  extracted  from  a  native 
practitioner  from  Suchau,  a  grat^ring  mark  of  the  confidence  that 
is  placed  in  him,  and  of  the  readiness  with  which  the  Chinese  ac- 

knowledge the  superior  skill  of  foreigners,  at  least,  in  this  branch  of 
science.  In  a  letter  from  him,  he  says, ''  I  have  already  adminis- 

tered medicines  to  3,000  people  at  Shanghai,  all  coming  to  my 
house/'  This  number  is  now,  of  course,  much  augmented.  Re- 

cently, when  our  consul,  Mr.  Thorn,  was  ill  at  Ningpo,  our  consul 
at  Shanghai,  Captain  Balfour,  who  gained  the  respect  of  the 
Chinese  authorities  by  his  manly,  just,  and  English-hke  conduct, 
obtained  permission  to  send  Dr.  Lockhart  across  the  country, 
through  Hangchew,  to  visit  Mr.  Thom,  who,  however,  was  dead 
on  his  arrival.  The  incident  shews  the  favour  in  which  ChristiBn 
mediciners  are  viewed  by  the  Chinese  authorities. 

The  prcgudice  that  existed  in  this  country  against  medical  men 
becoming  missionaries,  has  happily  subsided.  In  what  field  could 
Christian  philanthropy  be  better  exercised  than  following  the  ex- 

ample of  our  Blessed  Saviour  and  hisApo8tles9who,while  theytaught 
things  that  concerned  the  eternal  interests  of  men,  were  anxiotuly 
solicitous  to  relieve  bodily  sufferings  ?  What  He  did  by  Divine 
Power,  and  they  by  miraculous  gifts,  no  one  can  in  these  days  pre- 

tend to  efiect.  But  we  are  nevertheless  commanded  and  encou- 
raged to  imitate  them,  by  the  use  of  such  means  as  knowledge  and 

the  exercise  of  a  genuine  charity  will  furnish.  Education  is  now 
estimated  by  every  well-regulated  mind ;  not  that  education  will 
make  a  Christian,  but  because  it  is  one  of  the  modes  to  that  end. 
The  same  argument  will  hold  good  with  regard  to  science;,  as  an 
instrument  to  uproot  a  degrading  system  of  idolatry<--Hiot  that 
seience  can  convert  a  heathen,  but  it  is  a  good  auxiliary  in  de- 

monstrating his  false  doctrine. 
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Without  derogating  from  any  of  the  noble  institutions  which 
this  country  aids  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen^  the  Medical 
Missionary  Society  has  pre-eminent  claims^  both  from  its  infant 
state,  and  the  vast  field  of  its  usefulness. 

It  is  painful  to  note  how  little  Protestant  England,  as  a  govern- 
ment or  people,  has  yet  done  for  China.  The  attention  of  the 

London  Missionary  Society  was  directed  to  the  subject  in  1807, 
but  their  missionary.  Dr.  Morrison,  found  some  difficulty  in  locat- 

ing himself  at  Canton,  from  the  East  India  Company ;  and  it  was 
not  until  his  services  as  an  interpreter  were  required,  that  counte- 

nance, and  an  undisturbed  residence,  were  granted  him  by  our 
countrymen. 

The  disadvantages  under  which  he  commenced  were  great,  but 
not  too  much  for  his  zeal  and  industry ;  he  had  neither  grammars 
nor  dictionaries.  For  several  years  he  laboured  alone,  devoting 
his  time  to  the  study  of  the  language,  and  the  preparation  of  a 
grammar  and  dictionary.  To  this  object  his  attention  had  been 
been  specially  turned  by  the  Directors  of  the  Missionary  Society. 
**  Perhaps,^'  said  they  in  their  instructions,  *'  vou  may  have  the 

honour  of  forming  a  Chinese  dictionary,  more  'comprehensive  and 
oorrect  than  any  preceding  one.^'  This  expectation  has  been  fully 
realized,  and  the  dictionary  prepared  by  Dr.  Morrison  is  still,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  accomplished  Chinese  scholar.  Dr.  Bridgeman, 
the  most  valuable  of  aQ  the  books  used  by  the  students  of  the 
language. 

The  bigotry  of  the  Portuguese  government  prevented  the  co- 
operation of  Dr.  Morrison's  faithful  feUow-labourer  (Milne)  con- 

tiniung  his  services  at  Macao,  and  the  head  quarters  of  the  mis- 
sion had  to  be  transferred  to  Malacca.  Many  of  the  obstacles 

which  then  prevented  missionary  enterprise,  are  now,  however, 
happily  removed. 

According  to  Mr.  Milne's  retrospect  of  the  first  ten  years  of  the 
Chinese  mission,  the  object  of  the  society  was  to  prepare  works 
that  would  fedlitate  others  in  the  acquisition  of  the  language ; 
this  Dr.  Morrison  nobly  performed. 

He  then  commenced  holding  religious  services  vidth  his  domes- 
tics, and  others  who  chose  to  attend.  At  this  period  the  Chinese 

government  were  persecuting  the  Roman  Catholic  Missionaries, 
which  circumstance  increased  the  caution  of  the  East  India  Com- 

pany's servants. 
Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  his  efforts  were  not  with- 

out some  success ;  his  first  convert,  Tsai- Ako,  who  was  baptized  in 
1814,  proved  faithful  until  his  death. 

All  the  English  missionaries  for  China  subsequent  to  this  period, 
arrived  either  at  Penang,  Malacca,  Batavia,  or  Singapore. 

The  number  of  Chinese  emigrants  at  these  settlements,  is  at  all 
times  very  great ;  and  as  they  very  generally  return  to  China, 
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many  opportunities  occurred  of  distributing  the  Scriptures^  among 
those  to  whom  the  missionaries  could  not  go  themselves. 

Schools  were  established  at  the  several  stations,  and  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Oospel  regularly  sustained.  A  blessing  must  always 

attend  such  efforts,  when  performed  with  sincerity  and  truth ; 
many  have  been  convinced  of  the  foUy  of  idolatry,  and  a  few  have 
given  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart,  and  were  received  into  the 
Church  by  baptism. 

Several  Baptist  missionaries,  located  in  India,  have  directed 
their  attention  to  the  acquisition  of  the  Chinese  language,  in  the 
hope  of  extending  the  Oospel  to  China.  Among  these,  the  Rev*  J. 
Marshman's  services  are  well  known.  With  the  assistance  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lassar,  an  Armenian  Christian,  bom  at  Macao,  and 
speaking  and  writing  the  Chinese  language  with  fluency,  he  trans- 

lated the  whole  of  the  Scriptures  into  Chinese  in  the  year  1822. 
The  American  missions  have  been  eminently  successful  in  the 
East,  and  their  ministers,  medical  and  cleriod,  are  the  deadliest 
enemies  to  the  corruptions  of  the  Romish  priesthood.  The  Ame- 

ricans have  set  us  an  example,  of  which  we  should  feel  ashamed. 
They  have  been  the  principal  promoters  and  supporters  of  the 
medical  mission,  and  they  have  sent  the  first  Protestant  bishop 
to  China.  Let  us  awake  from  our  criminal  apathy.  It  is  our 
solemn  duty  to  send  the  Oospel  to  all  nations ;  the  non-success  of 
it  in  some  places  does  not  release  us  from  this  responsibility. 
Failure  should  n^erely  lead  to  renewed  exertions,  to  a  reconsider- 

ation of  the  best  means  to  be  employed.  There  appear  to  be  two 
errors  with  regard  to  the  cause  and  effect  of  missions.  Some 
think  that  throwing  the  seed  in  uncultivated  ground  will  produce 
fruit ;  whilst  others  think  that  orientals  are  stereotyped,  and  will 
still  worship  the  same  idols. 

History  informs  us,  that  all  nations  have  undergone  a  change 
of  opinions.  What  were  the  early  Britains  in  the  second  century, 
when  Christian  missionaries  came  among  them  ?  China,  that  was 

formerly  called  the '^  great  unchanged,^'  ''the  middle  kingdom/' 
has  changed,  has  bent,  and  is  exhibiting  at  this  moment  unerring 
symptoms  of  further  change.  There  are  greater  promises  of  suc- 

cess to  the  Christian  missionary  in  China,  than  any  other  country 
in  the  East.  First,  the  great  majority  of  the  people  are  instructed 
in  principles  of  morality ;  and  secondly,  their  modes  of  supersti- 

tion are  comparatively  modern ;  the  oldest  or  Confucian  (b.c.  630) 
is  a  code  of  morals.  Budhism,  introduced  a.d.  &f^  although  tole- 

rated, is  despised  by  the  majority  of  the  higher  classes,  who  have 
no  idol  worship.  Let  not  individuals  despair,  when  they  reflect 
on  the  single  effort  of  the  orphan  of  Mecca,  who  planted  hia 
standards,  with  shouts  of  victory,  over  the  ruined  thrones  of  Con- 
stantine  and  Chosreos. 

Religious  opinions  are  continually  changing  i  all  systems^  ex^ 
cept  Christianity,  are  in  a  state  of  continuous  decay.  But 
wherever  Christianity  exists,  in  any  pure  form,  there  is  an  aug- 
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mentation  of  the  numbers  of  mankind^  and  a  visible  improvement 
in  their  condition^  so  that  the  balance  between  the  Christian  and 
Unchristian  portions  of  mankind  is  undergoing  a  marked  altera- 

tion. Truly,  the  prophecy  is  now  in  course  of  fulfilment :  "  God 
shall  enlarge  Japhet  (Europe),  and  he  shall  dwell  in  the  tents  of 

Shem  (Asia)  and  Canaan — Ham  (A&ica)  shall  be  his  servant/' 
[Gen.  ix.  27.] 

Look  at  the  wonderful  position  of  England  in  the  East — ^in  the 
territories  of  Shem.  Can  we  refuse  the  evidence  before  us,  that 
great  power  has  been  bestowed  on  England  as  a  nation  for  some 
nobler  purpose  than  merely  to  sell  calicoes  and  broadcloth,  and 
buy  tea  and  sugar?  Let  it  not  be  said  by  the  enemies  of  Chris- 

tianity, that  its  precepts  could  not  have  been  intended  for  the 
world,  because  so  many  nations  have  been  in  ignorance  of  its 
sustaining  power.  If  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah  contemplates  the 
conversion  of  the  whole  earth,  as  it  most  undoubtedly  does,  then 
it  has  only  received  as  yet  a  very  partial  fulfilment.  This  should 
encourage  us  to  persevere,  until  all  may  rejoice  with  the  prophet, 
who  follows  up  his  prediction  with  such  a  remarkable  aspiration, 

as  that  the  ̂ '  heavens  shall  sing,  and  the  earth  be  joyful,  and  the 
veiy  mountains  shall  break  forth  into  singing.^' 

Our  Gt)vemment  appear  ashamed  of  Christianity,  as  if  its  princi- 
ples were  poison,  and  its  professors  demons.  At  the  treaty  of 

Nankin  we  made  less  mention  of  our  religion  than  any  heathens 
would  have  done ;  we  did  not  require  permission  to  erect  a  place  of 
worship  at  the  considar  ports,  or  even  to  form  a  Christian  burial- 
ground  ;  thanks  to  the  French  and  Americans,  these  two  points 
have  since  been  obtained.  We  do  not  appear  to  have  given  our- 

selves the  least  trouble  on  the  subject;  it  is  as  well  we  did 
not :  we  were  far  more  solicitous  about  licensing  opium  smoking 
shops  at  Hong  Kong,  than  of  building  even  a  Protestant  church 
there.  Even  the  circular  to  our  consuls  in  China,  from  Her  Ma- 

jesiy^s  government  in  England,  was  hostile  to  English  missionaries 
at  the  consular  ports  I 

All  honour  to  the  government  of  Prance,  whose  ambassador  M. 
Lagren^  procured  the  following  edict,  tolerating  Christianity,  and 
revoking  the  former  edicts  for  its  suppression  and  persecution. 

"  Keying,  a  high  minister,  imperial  commissioner,  and  viceroy 
of  the  provinces  of  Kwangtung  and  Kwangsi,  respectftdly  presents 
this  duly  prepared  memorial  to  the  throne.  I,  your  minister,  find 
that  the  Christian  Religion  is  that  which  the  nations  of  the  west- 
em  seas  venerate  and  worship,  its  tenets  inculcating  virtue  and 
goodness,  and  reprobating  wickedness  and  vice.  It  was  introduced 
into,  and  has  been  propagated,  in  China,  since  the  times  of  the 
Ming  dynasty,  and  for  a  period  there  was  no  prohibition  against 
it.  Afterwards,  because  natives  ̂ of  China  who  professed  to  follow 
its  maxims,  frequently  made  use  of  it  to  commit  mischief,  the  au- 

thorities made  examination,  and  inflicted  punishment,  as  is  on, 
record. 



46S  BDICT   IN    1845,   TOUBATINO   OHBIftTIAMITY. 

''  la  the  reign  of  Kia-kin,  a  ̂ eciiJ  cknse  was  first  enacted  us 
the  penal  eode,  for  the  pnnishment  of  this  offence,  and  henee  the 
natives  of  China  were  in  reality  prevented  from  committing  crime, 
the  prohibition  not  extending  to  the  religion  which  the  foreign 
nations  of  the  west  worship. 

"  It  now  appears  that  the  present  envoy,  Lagrend,  has  requested 
that  those  Chinese  who  follow  this  religion,  and  are  in  ot£er  re- 

spects blameless  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  be  held  free  from  ponish- 
ment  for  so  doing;  and  as  this  seems  what  may  be  carried  into 
effect,  I,  yonr  minister,  accordingly  request  that  hereafter  all  who 
I  profess  the  Christian  reli^on  be  exempted  from  punishment^  and 
ooking  up  beseech  the  imperial  grace.  If  nsxy  should  wa^  in 
their  former  ways,  or  commit  other  offences,  they  will  be  adjudged 
according  to  the  established  laws. 

"  With  reference  to  the  subjects  of  France,  as  well  as  of  all 
other  foreign  countries  who  follow  this  religion,  they  are  to  be  per- 

mitted to  erect  churches  for  worship  oniiy  at  the  five  ports  open  far 
foreign  trade^  and  they  are  not  to  presume  to  enter  the  interior,  to 
propagate  their  doctrines.  K  any  disobey  this  r^ulation^  and 
rashly  exceed  the  fixed  boundaries  (of  the  ports,)  the  district  an.*- 
thorities  wiU  at  once  apprehend  them,  and  deliver  them  ov»  to 
the  nearest  consul  of  their  respective  countries,  to  be  restrained 
and  punished ;  they  are  not  to  be  precipitately  punUihed  with  se^ 
verity,  or  killed.  By  this  will  tender  compassion  be  manifested  to 
those  from  a&r,  as  well  as  to  the  blackhaired  race,  the  good  and 

the  bad  will  not  be  confounded  together,  and  by  your  Miye^y's 
gracious  assent  will  the  laws  and  principles  of  reason  be  dis]^yed 
with  justice  and  sincerity ;  and  tins  is  my  petition,  that  the  porac- 
tice  of  the  Christian  religion  may  henosforth  curtail  no  punish*- 
ment  on  those  who  are  good  subjects. 

'^  Wherefore  I  respc^tfrdly  prepare  this  memorial^  and  loc^ng 
up  I  beg  that  imperial  grace  do  cause  it  to  take  effect.  A  respect^ 
fril  memorial. 

''  On  the  ninth  day,  eleventh  month,  twenty-fourth  year  of 
Taukwang,  the  imperial  reply  was  received,  assenting  (to  the  peti- 

tion.)    Bespect  this. 
'^  The  above  mandate  was  received  at  Suchau  on  the  twenty- 

fifth  day,  twelfth  month,  twenty-fourth  year  of  Taukwang, 
''  Shanghai,  1846.'' 
This  highly  important  edict  has  been  followed  up  by  another 

concession,  also  obtained  by  the  French  ambassador  from  the 
Chinese  government,  for  the  protection  and  toleration  of  Christians 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  and  even  for  the  restoration^  where 
practicable,  of  the  temples  or  places  of  worship  which  they  formerly 
possessed. 
-    Captain  Balfour,  I  understand,  has,  with  comm^B4able  seal, 
obtained  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  chapel  and  burial  groioid,  at 
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Shangbfli^  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  will  be  the  case  at  each 
of  the  open  ports  in  China.  The  Chinese  will  respect  ns  the  more^ 
when  they  see  we  have  some  form  of  religion;  they  are  par- 

ticularly careful  of  burial  grounds.  I  saw  the  grave-yard  at  Kul- 
ang-su  (Amoy)  where  several  Englishmen  were  interred  more 
tiian  a  hundred  years  ago.  The  graves  were  in  good  preservation^  but 
as  the  names  on  them  were  being  obliterated  by  time^  an  English 
captain^  (rightly  honoured  with  the  appellation  of  ̂ '  Old  Mor- 
tahty/^)  used  to  goon  shore  every  day^  with  a  chisel  and  hammer^ 
and  re-engrave  the  names^  characters^  and  virtues^  as  inscribed  on 
the  head-stones  of  his  countrymen^  in  a  distant  land.  This  wor- 

thy appreciated  the  poetry  of  thought  in  the  lines  :-— 

"  Go,  stranger  I  track  the  deep^ 
Free,  free  the  white  sail  spread ; 

Wind  may  not  blow,  nor  billow  sweep, 

Where  rest  not  England^s  deadJ* 

Let  us  endeavour  to  make  it  Umng  England,  in  every  land ; 
it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Chinese  government,  but  of  our  own,  if 
we  refuse  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advantages  held  forth  in  the 
followilig  decree  : — 

Edict  regarding  the  Roman  Catholics. — '^  Keying,  High 
Imperial  Commissioner  and  Oovemor-General  of  Kwang-tung 
and  Kwang-se,  &c.,  &c.,  and  Kwang,  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Kwang-tung,  &c.,  issue  the  following  distinct  orders,  which  are 
respectfully  recorded : — 

'^  The  Minister  and  Lieutenant-Gt>vemor  duly  represented  to 
the  throne,  that  the  profession  of  the  religion  of  the  Lord  of  Hea- 

ven, being  in  itself  excellent,  no  punishment  ought  to  be  attached 
to  it.  Hereupon  we  received  an  imperial  receipt  on  the  25th  day 
of  the  1st  month,  26th  year  of  Taukwang.  (20th  February,  1846) 
saying,— 

'  Keying  and  others  transmitted  a  request,  that  virtuous  people 
who  professed  the  religion  of  the  Lord  of  Heaven,  ought  not  on 
that  account  to  be  subject  to  punishment.  The  places  of  worship 
they  erected,  the  churches  where  they  assemble  to  do  homage  to 
the  Cross  and  to  pictures,  and  where  they  recite  their  prayers  and 
preach,  need  not  to  be  searched  and  prohibited.  The  whole  of  this 
proposition  was  granted. 

'  As  the  religion  of  the  Lord  of  Heaven  exhorts  people  to  vir- 
tue, it  differs  firom  other  sects ;  and  we  therefore  exempt  the  same 

from  prohibitory  regulations.  What  this  time  was  asked,  ought 
entirely  to  be  aJlowed. 

'' '  AH  the  chiu*ches  of  the  Lord  of  Heaven  built  during  the  reign 
0f  Kang-he  (1662-1772)  in  the  various  provinces,  which  were  oou" 
verled  into  temples  or  dwellings  fw  the  people,  ought  not  to  be  a 
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subject  of  investigAtion ;  but  if  it  can  be  sufficiently  proved,  that 
some  of  the  original  edifices  still  exist,  we  permit  them  to  be  re- 

stored to  the  local  professors  of  that  religion. 

" '  If,  on  the  receipt  of  this  edict  by  the  Mandarins  of  the  various 
provinces,  any  true  professors  of  the  religion  of  the  Lord  of  Hea- 

ven have  been  unauthoratitively  seized,  without  being  vagabonds, 
we  allow  (the  authorities)  to  draw  a  line  of  demarcation  (in  libera- 

ting those  imprisoned  on  account  of  their  religion.) 
"  If  any  men  under  pretence  of  religion  commit  crime,  and,  as- 

sembling people  from  distant  villages,  excite  them  to  mischief,  or 
if  any  vUlains  of  other  sects,  under  the  name  of  the  religion  of  the 
Lord  of  Heaven,  presume  to  create  disturbance,  they  will  be  all 
considered  as  having  committed  a  treasonable  crime,  and  be  pu- 

nished according  to  the  established  laws. 
''  No  foreigners  are  allowed,  by  the  regulations  now  established, 

to  go  into  the  interior  and  propagate  their  religion,  for  we  must 
make  a  distinction. 

"  '  Let  this  be  made  known.     Respect  this/ 
''  Having  humbly  recorded  the  above,  we  address  this  perspicu- 

ous order  to  the  military  and  people  for  their  general  information 
and  implicit  obedience.    Do  not  oppose.    A  special  proclamation. 

''  Taukwang,  26th  year,  2nd  month,  21st  day.''  (I8th  March, 1846.) 

The  prerious  records  shew,  that  at  various  periods  the  Chinese 
government  were  aware  of  the  great  advantages  derivable  from 
European  intercourse.  It  is  through  the  Christian  virtues  and 
Christian  civilization  of  Europe,  that  this  mighty  empire  can  alone 
be  changed,  and  the  introduction  of  men  of  Christian  principles, 
and  medical  and  scientific  skill  at  Peking,  would  probably,  in  a  short 
period  remodel  the  government,  and  strengthen,  by  improving 
even  the  present  Tartar  dynasty. 

Even  in  a  mere  pecuniary  point  of  view,  we  shall  reap  as  a  na- 
tion, great  advantages  from  the  establishment  of  a  pure  Christian- 

ity in  China ;  it  will  afford  the  means  of  promoting  intercourse,  of 
facilitating  commerce,  and  of  extending  our  language  and  habits 
among  millions,  by  which  we  may  pave  the  way  to  freedom  of  com- 

munication with  Central  Asia. 
Oh  !  that  our  government  would  view  this  great  question  in  all 

its  aspects,  then  the  men  who  profess  and  desire  to  act  on  Christian 
principles,  would  no  longer  be  compelled  to  hide  their  opinicms, 
but  would  rejoicingly  aid  in  extending  peace  and  its  concomitant 
blessing  Christian  civilization,  into  the  vast  regions  of  the  east ; 
and  the  mistaken,  dark,  and  prejudiced  views,  which  now  in* 
fluence  our  government,  would  give  place  to  that  animating,  purify- 

ing, and  abiding  spirit,  without  which  all  mere  human  efforts'  are 
vain,  and  all  poHtical  arrangements,  territorial  aggrandizement,  or 
commercial  advantages,  but  so  many  steps  towards  the  ruin  and 
extinction  of  a  nation. 
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It  was  intended  to  hare  given  a  sanunaiy  of  the  facta  contained 
in  the  prerious  pages,  an  expoiitioa  of  the  patt  and  present  itate 

of  China,  and  an  outline  of  the  poIiCT-  which  we  onght  to  poraoe, 
for  the  heoefit  of  China  and  of  England ;  bnt  the  length  to  which 
the  work  has  already  extended,  preclndea  these  ohaeirationa ;  and 
concludona,  if  required,  may  be  readily  drawn  from  the  atatements 
adduced.  The  same  want  of  space  and  augmenting  and  tNUWdnn- 
edexpente,  prevents  the  printing  of  several  official  and  public  docu- 

ments in  the  Appendix.  The  work  as  it  staods,  will,  however, 
famish  materials  for  future  more  elaborate  investigation  into  the 
important  subjects,  which  I  have  strenuously  endeavoored  to  eluci- 

date and  expound. 
The  points  to  which  my  attention  has  been  chiefly  directed, 

have  been : — 
1st.  The  great  extent,  top<^raphy,  and  divisions  of  China 

Proper,  and  its  dependencies  of  Mantchouria,  Mongolia,  Turkes- 
tan, and  Thibet ; 

2ud.  The  vast  population,  their  character,  classification,  and 
habits ; 

3rd.  The  varied  productions — agricultural,  mineral,  and  manu- 
&cturing; 

4th.  The  nature  and  form  of  government — imperial,  provincial, 
and  municipal ; 
5th,  The  ancient  and  modem  history  of  this  most  extraordinary 

Smpire,  and  its  dynasties  and  chronology  ; 
6th.  The  political  and  general  intercourse,  from  the  moat  re- 

mote periods,  with  the  ancient  and  modem  nations  of  Asia  and 
Europe ;  the  embassies  it  has  received  or  accredited,  and  the  trea- 

ties made  with  England,  France,  Russia,  and  the  United  States  of 

7th.  The  war  between  England  and  Cliina,  its  origin,  prc^^resa, 
and  results ; 

8th.  The  internal  trade,  coasting  traffic,  and  maritime  com- 
merce with  various  nations ;  its  extent,  nature,  value,  and  pro- 

gress ;  tariffs  and  regulations ; 
9th.     The  tea  trade,  and  consumption  in  different  countries ; 
10th.  The  opium  traffic,  and  the  ofQciat  statements  of  the  Chi- 

nese government  thereon ; 
Ilth.  The  banking  and  monetary  system  of  China;  coins, 

weights,  and  measures; 
12th.  The  State  of  Japan,  oar  treaty,  and  the  commimicatioas 

of  China,  Russia,  Portugal,  Holland,  and  America,  with  that  sin- 
gular and  isolated  country ;  and  suggestions  for  its  being  opened, 

together  with  Corea,  Siam,  and  Codiin  China,  to  British  inter- 
course and  trade ; 

13th.  Description  of  the  consular  ports  for  European  and 
American  trade  in  China,  viz. ;  Canton,  Amoy,  Foochoo,  Ningpo, 
and  Shanghai ; 



602  CONCLUSION. 

14tk.  Report  on  Hong  Kong,  shewing  iU  uiter  worUileunen  to 
England  tn  every  pahU  qfview,  and  the  necessity  of  reducing  our 
expenditure  there ; 

16th.  A  detailed  exposition  of  the  valuable  island  of  Chusani 

"thekeyofChina.'^ 
16th.  The  condition  of  the  Portuguese  settlement  at  Macao, 

and  the  Russian  station  at  Eiachta; 
17th.  An  examination  of  the  cause  which  has  preserved  the 

Chinese  Empire  for  more  than  two  thousand  years,  viz. :  its  know- 
ledge from  the  beginning  of  the  only  true  and  living  Ood ;  the 

estabUshment  of  the  Jews  in  China ;  the  progress  of  the  Nestorian 
Christians ;  the  rise  and  downfal  of  the  Jesuits,  and  of  Romanism ; 
the  present  state  of  the  Protestant  missions ;  the  existing  tolera- 

tion and  encouragement  of  Christianity  in  China,  and  the  means 
to  be  adopted  for  its  judicious  extension. 

These  have  been  the  objects  which  I  undertook  to  investigate, 
as  their  elucidation  would  essentially  aid  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 

ment in  our  relations  with,  and  future  policy  towards,  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  China.  And  if  in  my  endeavours  to  demon- 
strate that  our  diplomatic  policy  has  been  defective,  and  unneces- 

sarilv  restrictive ;  that  we  have  made  a  most  unfortunate  selection 
on  the  coast  of  China  for  a  British  settlement ;  that  we  ought  not 
to  have  evacuated  Chusan  until  the  treaty  of  Nankin  had  been  ful- 

filled; that  we  have  most  unnecessarily  wasted,  and  are  continuing 
our  waste  of,  blood  and  treasure  on  the  coast  of  China ;  that  we  are 
committing  a  great  crime  against  Ood  and  man  by  the  opium 
traffic;— if  in  my  desire  to  sustain  these  points,  I  have  by  the 
adduction  of  facts,  or  by  cogent  expressions,  given  pain  to  indivi- 

duals, or  impugiied  the  political  motives  of  Her  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment,  of  either  party  in  the  State,  it  has  been  contrary  to  my  in- 

tentions, and  at  variance  with  my  feelings.  Conscious  of  my  own 
imperfections,  I  have  to  claim  indulgence,  rather  than  record  cen- 

sure, and  am  bound  to  remember  the  extenuating  and  influencing 
circumstances  of  all  human  actions.  I,  therefore,  crave  the  fair 
consideration  of  this  general  Report  on  China  in  the  full  spirit  of 
that  manly  English  liberty  which  encourages  the  freest  discussion 
on  public  men  and  on  public  measures,  and  entreat  that  this  con- 

sideration be  in  accordance  with  that  Christian  charity  and  tolera- tion which  characterizes  the  British  nation. 
B.  M.  MARTIN. 

London,  March  1,  1847. 



APPENDIX 

OF  OFFICIAL  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

[/  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  toith  this  Report,  numerous  Statis- 
tical Tables  of  Trade  with  India,  Europe,  and  America,  for  series  of 

years,  and  various  public  Documents^  which  it  would  be  too  expensive 
for  me  to  print* — 'R.  M.  M.] 

DECLARATION  RESPECTING  TRANSIT  DUTIES. 

(Signed  in  the  English  and  Chinese  Languages.) 

"  Whereas  by  the  tenth  Article  of  the  Treaty  between  Her  Majesty the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China,  concluded  and  signed  on  board  Her  Bri- 

tannic Majesty^ s  ship  '  Comwallis,'  at  Nanking,  on  the  29th  dar  of  Au- 
gust, 1842,  corresponding  with  the  Chinese  date  24th  day  of  the  7th 

month,  in  the  22d  year  of  Taoukwang,  it  is  stipulated  and  agreed,  that 
His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China  shall  establish  at  all  the  ports  which 
by  the  second  Article  of  the  said  Treaty,  are  to  be  thrown  open  for  the 
resort  of  British  merchants,  a  fair  and  regular  Tariff  of  export  and  import 
customs  and  other  dues ;  which  Tariff  shall  be  publicly  notified  and  pro- 

mulgated for  general  information ;  and  further,  that  when  British  mer- 
chandize shall  have  once  paid,  at  any  of  the  said  ports,  the  regulated  cus- 

toms and  dues,  agreeably  to  the  Tariff  to  be  hereafter  fixed,  such  merchan- 
dize may  be  conveyed  by  Chinese  merchants  to  any  province  or  city  in  the 

interior  of  the  empire  of  China,  on  paying  a  further  amount  of  duty  as 
transit  duty ; 

'^  And  whereas  the  rate  of  transit  duty  to  be  so  levied  was  not  fixed  by 
the  said  Treaty ; 

"  Now,  therefore,  the  undersigned  Plenipotentiaries  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China,  do  hereby,  on  pro-- 
ceeding  to  the  exchange  of  the  Ratifications  of  the  said  Treaty,  agree  and 
declare,  that  the  further  amount  of  duty  to  be  so  levied  on  British  mer- 

chandize, as  transit  duty,  shall  not  exceed  the  present  tates,  which  are 
upon  a  moderate  scale ;  and  the  Ratifications  of  the  said  Treaty  are  ex- 

changed subject  to  the  express  declaration  and  stipulation  herein  con- 
tained. 
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u TARIFF   OF   IMPORT  DUTIES. 

"  In  witness  whereof,  the  respectire  Plenipotentiaries  have  simed  the 
present  Dedaradon,  and  have  affixed  therennto  their  respective  seals. 

''  Done  at  Hong  Kong,  the  26th  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fortj-three ;  corresponding  with  the  Chinese  date,  Taoukwang  twenty- 
third  year,  fifth  month,  and  twenty-ninth  day/* 

(L.8.)  "  HENRY  POTTINGER. 

Seal 
and  Signature 

of  the 
Chinese 

Plenipotentiary. 

Chinese  Tat^  of  Dutiee  leviable  at  the  Jive  ports  of  Canton,  under 
Treaty  of  1843.  Duties  given  in  Chinese  currency  of  taels,  mace, 
eandareens,  and  cash  ;  in  dollars  and  cents  ;  and  in  pounds,  shillings^ 
and  pence. 

DUTIES  CHARGEABLE  ON  ARTICLES  OF  IMPORT  INTO 

CHINA. 

Articlea  of  Import. 

Assafcetida   
Bees-wax   
Betel-nut   

Biche-de-mer. 
First  sort,  black   
Second,  white   

Birds-nests. 
First  sort,  cleaned      
Second  sort,  middling .... 
Third  sort,  uncleaned .... 

Camphor. 
First  auality,  (Malay) .... 
Second  quality,  refuse .... 
Cloves,  first  quality   
Mother  doves,  second  do. . 
Clocks  weighing  500  cat- 

ties each,  and  all  sizes ; 
time  pieces,  watches 
gold,  other  watches ; 
docks,  spy-glasses,  wri- 
ting  desKs,  perfumery, 
cutlery,  hardware,  &c.. . 

Per 
Pecul. 

Catty. 

Pecul. 

>  .. 

New  Duties. 

T.     M.  C  C 

10  0  0 
10  0  0 
0     15  0 

0    8  0  0 
0    2  0  0 

5    0  0  0 
2    5  0  0 
0    5  0  0 

I  0 

0  5 
1  5 
0  5 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

5  per  cent. 

»  c. 

1  40 
1  40 0  21 

1  12 

0  28 

6  94 3  47 

0  70 

1  40 
0  70 
2  10 0  70 

ad  va 

£  s. 
0  5 
0  5 
0  0 

0  5 
0  2 0  7 

0  2 

lorem. 

d. 

9 
0    4  Oi 

0  1  0 
1  5  2i 0  12  7i 
0     2  6i 

0* 



TARIFF    OF   IMPORT    DTTTIES. in 

Articles  of  Import 

Canvass^  30  to  40  yards,  by 
24  to  31  inches      

Cochineal   

Cornelians,    100=4    taels, 
stones,  estimated  6  cattiei^ 

Beads    
Cotton   

Cotton  manufactures. 

First  quality,  long  Cloths, 
30   @   40    yards    long, 
30  @  36  inches  wide. . 

Third  quality,  gray   
Twilled  white  or  gray  .... 
Cambricks,  &c   
Chintz  and  prints,  of  20  to 

30  yards   
Handkerchiefs,  large  .... 

Do.,  small  .... 
Cotton  yam  and  thread  . . 
Cow  bezoar   
Cutch   

Elephants'  teeth. 
First  quality,  whole   
Second  do,     broken   .... 
Fishmaws   
Flints     
Grambier   

Ginseng,  first  quality  .... 
Do.     second  quality   . . 
Gold  and  silver  thread. 

First  quality,  or  real    .... 
Second  do.,  or  imitation  . . 
Gumsj  Benjamin   

Do.    OHbanum   

Myrrh   

Hams,  buffaloes'  &  bullocks' 
Do.,  unicorns'  &  rhinoceros* 
Linen,  fine,  20  to  30  yards 
Mace,  or  flower  of  nutmeg 
Mother-o'-Pearl  shells. .  . . 
Copper,  as  in  slabs   
Do.,  manufactured  sheets, 

&c   

Iron,  in  pigs   
Iron,  in  bar  rods   
Lead,  in  pigs,  or  sheets  . . 
Spelter   
Tin     

New  Duties. 

} 

} 

Per 

Bolt. 

Pecul. 

Hun- 
dred. 

Pecul, 

lOOcatties 

} Piece. 

}• 

Each. 

•   • 
Pecul. Catty. 

Pecul. 

Catty. 

Pectd. 

Piece. 

Pecul, 

} 

T.  M. 

0  5 
5  0 

0  5 
10  0 

0  4 

0  1 

0  1 
0  1 
0  J 

0  2 

0  0 

0  0 
1  0 

1  0 
0  3 

4 
2 
1 

0 
2 
3 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
5 

0  0 
0  1 
38  0 
3  5 

0  1 
0  0 
1  0 
0  5 

5 
0 
0 
5 

1  0 
0  2 
1  0 

1  5 

0  1 
0  1 

4 
4 

1     0 

c. 
c. S"  c. 

0 0 0  70 

0 0 6  94 

0 0 0  70 

0 0 13  89 

0 0 0  56 

5 0 0  21 

0 0 0  14 
0 0 0  14 
5 0 0  21 

0 0 0  28 

1 5 

0  02i 

1 0 

0  Olf 

0 0 1  40 

0 0 1  40 

0 0 0  42 

0 0 5  55 
0 0 

2  78 

0 0 2  10 
5 0 0  07 

5 0 0  21 
0 0 

52  77 

0 0 4  86 

3 0 0  18 
3 0 0  04 
0 0 1  40 
0 0 0  70 

0 0 0  70 
0 0 2  78 

0 0 
4  17 

0 0 0  70 

0 0 1  40 

0 0 0  28 
0 0 1  40 

0 0 
2  10 

0 0 0  14 
5 0 0  21 
0 0 0  56 
0 0 0  56 
0 0 1  40 

£  s. 
0  3 

1  5 

0,  3 2  10 

0     2 

0 

0 

4* 

0     0  lOf 

0 
0 
0 

0  7J 
0  7i 

0  lOJ 

0     1     0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0     1 
0     Of 

5 
5 
1 

1  0 

0  10 0  7 

0  0 
0  0 

9  11 
0  17 

Oi 

6i 

2 
0 
H 
3 
9 
7 

7f 

0  0  71 
0  0  If 

5 0 
0 
0 

2 
2 

01 

0  10  1 0  15  11 

0     3  0 0    5  01 

0     1  0 0     5  01 

0     7  6J 

0     0 
0     0 
0 
0 
0 

2 
2 
5 

6 
9 

OJ 

01 

A  2 



IV 
TAftlFP   OF   IMPORT   DUTIES. 

Tin  plates   
QuicksUver   
Steel  Eng,  or  Swed . . . 
Unenoinerated  metals . 
Nutm^lSy  first   
Do.y  second,  undeaned 
Pepper,  Malay   
Patchuck   
mtimpf    

Rose,  Maloes    

Salt  petre.  Bold  only  to  go- yemment   

Sharks'-fins,  first,  white  . . 
Do.      second,  black. . 

Skins,  cow  and  ox  hides, 
tanned  and  untanned.. 

Sea  Otter  skins      
Fox  skins,  large   

Do.,      small   

Tiger,  Leopard,  skins .... 
Luid  Otter,  Racoon,  and 

Sharks   
Beayer  skins   
Hare,  Rabbit,  Ermine 
Smalto   

Soap   
Stock  fish,  &c   
Sea  horse  teeth      
Wine,     beer,     spirits,     in 

quart  bottles      
Do.  in  pint  bottles   
Do.  in  casks   
Wood  ebony   
Sandal  wood   

Sapan,  do   
Unenumerated,  do   
Blankets,  all  kinds   
Broad    cloths,     stripes,  1 

habit,  cloths   j 
Long  ells   

Worley's  flannel   Dutch  camlets   

English,  do   
Imitation,  do   
Bunting,  narrow   
Unenumerated     woollen 

goods,  eotton,  &c. .  . , 

Woollen  yam   

Per 
Pecttl,or 
lOOcatties 

} 

} 

} 
Hun- 
dred. 

Pecul. 

1    Hun- i    dred. 

Pecul. 

Each. 
Chang  of 
141inches 

i Pecul,  or lOOcatties 

New  Duties. 

T. 
0 
3 
0 10 

2 
I 
0 
0 
0 
1 

0 

1 
0 

0 

1 
0 
0 
0 

5 
0 
4 
0 
0 
2 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

10 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

5 

3 

M. 

c. 
c. 

»c. 

4 0 0 0  56 
0 0 0 

4  17 

4 0 0 0  56 

per 

cent. ad  ya 
0 0 0 2  78 

0 0 0 1  40 
4 0 0 0  56 
7 5 0 1  04 
2 0 0 0  28 
0 0 0 1  40 

3 0 0 0  42 

0 0 0 1  40 

5 0 0 
0  70 

5 0 0 0  70 

5 0 0 2  10 

1 5 0 
0  21 0 7 5 0  10 

1 5 0 0  21 

0 0 0 2  78 

0 0 0 6  94 
5 0 0 0  70 
0 0 0 5  55 
5 0 0 0  70 

4 0 0 0  56 
0 0 0 2  78 

0 0 0 1  40 

5 0 0 0  70 
5 0 0 0  70 
1 5 0 0  21 
5 0 0 0  70 
1 0 0 0  14 

per 

cent. 
I 0 0 0  14 
1 5 0 0  21 
0 7 0 

0  091 

0 7 0 

0  G9J 

1 5 0 
0  21 0 7 0 

0  09| 

0 3 5 0  05 
0 1 5 0  02 

per 

cent. 

0 0 0 
4  17 

^   9.    d. 0     2  Oi 
0  15  li 
0    2  Oi 

lorem. 

0  10  1 
0     5 
0 
0 

2 
3 

Oi 

91 

0  1  0 0  5  Oi 

0  1  6i 

0  5  0^ 
0     2     6^ 

¥ 
1 

0     2     6i 

0  9     1 0  0  lOf 
0  0     5i 
0  0  lOf 

0  12     0 

1 
0 

5 
3 

1  0 

0  2 
0  2 
0  10 

0 
0 
2 

6i 

Oi 

1 

0    6     0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

3  0 

2  6i 

0  9 

2  6i 

0  6 
0     0     7i 

0     0  11 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0  5i 0  5i 

0  11 

0  5i 
0  2i 
0     li 

0  15     li 

.1 



TARIFF    OF    EXPORT    DUTIES. 

Duties  chargeable  on  Articles  of  Export  from  China, 

Articles  of  Export. 

Per T. M. c. 

c. 

»  c. 

£ 8.    d. 
1    Alnm   Pecul 

•  • 

0 
0 

1 
5 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0  14 
0  70 

0 
0 

0    6 
2     6i 

2  Aniseed  stars       
Ditto  oil   •  • 

•  • 

■   • 

5 
0 
0 

0 
7 
5 

0 
5 
0 

0 
0 
0 

6  94 
1  04 
0  70 

1 
0 
0 

5     2i 3    H 
2     6i 

3  Arsenic   
4  Bugles^  glass,  amulets.. 
5  Bamboo  ware   •  • 0 2 0 0 0  28 0 1     0 

6  Brass  leaf   •  • 1     5 
Free. 

0 0 2  10 0 

7    H 

7  Building  materials .... 
8  Bone  and  horn  ware  . . 

•   • 
1 0 0 0 1  40 0 

5     Oi 

9  Camphor   •   • 

Thousand 

1 
0 

5 
5 

0 
0 

0 
0 

2  10 
0  70 

0 
0 

7    6| 
3    0 

10  Canes  of  all  kinds  .... 

1 1  Capaor  cutchery   Pecul 0 3 0 0 0  42 0 1  10 

12  Cassia   0 
1 
5 
0 
0 

7 
0 
0 
2 
5 

5 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1  04 
1  40 
6  94 
0  28 
0  70 

0 
0 
1 
0 
0 

3     9i 
5     Oi 
5     2^ 

1  0 
2  6i 

Ditto  buds   
Ditto  oil   

13  China  root   
14  Ditto  ware   

15  Clothes,  ready  made  . . 0 5 0 0 
0  70 0 

2     6i 

16  Copper  ware  and  tin  do. 0 5 0 0 0  70 0 

2    ej 

17  Cands,  false  canal .... 0 5 0 0 0  70 0 

2     6i 

18  Fireworks   0 7 0 0 1  04 0 

3    H 

19  Cubebs   1 5 0 0 2  10 0 
7    6f 

20  Fans  and  feathers  .... 1 0 0 0 1  40 0 

5     Oi 

21  Furniture,  all  sorts  .. . 0 2 0 0 0  28 0 1     0 

22  Galengal   0 1 0 0 0  14 0 0     6 
23  Gamboge      2 0 0 0 2  78 0 10     1 
24  Glass  ware   0 5 0 0 0  70 0 

2     6i 

25  Glass  beads      0 5 0 0 0  70 0 

2    6i 

26  Glue,  common     0 0 0 0 0  70 0 

2     6i 

27  Grass  cloth   1 
0 

0 
5 

0 
0 

0 
0 

1  40 
0  70 

0 
0 

5     Oi 2     6i 

28  Hartall  or  orpiment  . . 
29  Ivory  ware,  dl  kinds. . 5 0 0 0 6  94 r 

5     2|- 30  Kitty  soils  or  umbrellas 0 5 0 0 0  70 0 

2     6i 

31  LacQuered  ware,  all  sorts 
32  Lead,  white      

•   •          * 
1 0 0 0 1  40 0 

5     Oi 

0 2 5 0 0  35 0 1     3 

33  Ditto,  red   0 5 0 0 
0  70 

0 

2     6i 

34  Marble  slabs   0 2 0 0 0  28 0 1     0 

35  Mats,  straw,  bamboo. . 0 2 0 0 0  28 0 1     0 

36  Mother-o'-pearl  wares. 
1 0 0 0 1  40 0 

5     Oi 

37  Musk   

Catty 

1  Pecul 
••• 

0 5 0 0 0  70 0 

2     6i 

38  Nankeens    and    cotton 
cloths   

1 0 0 0 1  40 0 

5     Oi 

Ditto,  coarse  Canton . . 
39  Pictures,  oil  painting. . Each 0 1 0 0 

0  14 
0 

0    7i 

Ditto,  rice  paper    .... Hundred 0 I 0 0 0  14 
0 

0    7i 

40  Paper  fans   Pecul 0 5 0 0 0  70 0 

2    H 



VI TABipr  or  xxromT  duties. 

DutieM  chargtMe  on  JrHeha  ̂   Export  from  China — cofHtinued, 

AsTicLit  or  Export. 

41  Paper  frns,  all 
42  Pearls,  false     
43  Presenres,  sweetmeats . 
44  Rattan  work   
4»  Rhubarb   

46  Silk,  raw,  Nanking  . . . 
Ditto,  Canton   
Ditto,  coarse  refuse  . . 
Ditto,  Organzine  .... 
Ditto,  thread,  all  sorts. 
Ditto,  ribbons      
Ditto,  piece  goods .... 

47  Silk  and  cotton  and 
silk  and  woollen 
mixtures   

48  Boots  and  shoes   
49  Sandal-wood  ware  .... 
50  Soy   
5 1  Silrer  and  gold  ware  . . 
52  Sugar,  white  and  brown 
53  Sugar  candy   
54  Tinfoil      
55  Tea,  all  kinds.   
56  Tobacco,  all  kinds .... 
%7  Turmeric      
58  Tortoise-shell  ware. .  . . 
59  Trunks  of  leather  .... 
60  Vermilion   

Per 

Pecul 

} 

T.    M.    C.    C. 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 

5 
5 
5 
2 

1  0 
10  0 
10  0 
2  5 
10  0 
10  0 
10  0 
10  0 

0  2 1  0 

0  4 
10  0 

2 
3 
5 
5 
2 
2 

10  0 
0  2 
3     0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

3    0    0    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
5 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0  70 
0  70 
0  70 

0  28 1  40 
13  89 
13  89 
3  47 
13  89 
13  89 
13  89 
13  89 

4  17 

0  28 
1  40 
0  ̂ ^ 

13  89 

0  35 
0  49 
0  70 3  47 

0  28 
0  28 

13  89 

0  28 4  17 

£   s.   d. 0    2    6i 
2 
2 

6f 

6i 

1    0 

4 
44 

0 
0 
0 

0  5 
2  10 

2  10 0  13  7i 

2  10  4} 
2  10  4} 
2  10  4i 
2  10  4} 

0  15  H 

0  1  0 0  5  Oi 
0  2  OJ 
2  10  4J 

0  I  3 0  I  H 
0  2  6i 
0  12  7J 0  1  0 

0  1  0 2  10  4i 

0  1  0 
0  15  H 

The  "  Friend  of  China,"  a  newspaper,  dated  Hong  Kong,  January  12th, 
1843,  gave  the  foUowing  statement  relative  to  the  then  Chinese  Tariff,  as 
equivalent  averages  on  duties. 

ON    IMPORTS. 

Per  cent. 
Cotton   about     5 

»>       yam        „        3 
„       goods        „       3 

White  long  cloths        „      30 
Grey  domestics      10  to  17 
Iron,  bar  and  rod        „      15 
Lead,  pig  and  sheet ....      „      15 
Quicksilver           „        3 

Per  cent. 
Steel   about  10 
Gold  and  silver  thread . .      „     30 
Tin       „     12 

Copper        „       6 
Broad  cloths       „     20 

Spanish  stripes        „     1^ 
Long  ells        „     20 
CanSets        „     6<^ 
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ON  IMPORTS — continued. 
Per  cent 

Betel  nut   about  15 
Biche  de  Mer 
Cloves   
Cutch      
Ebony   
Fish-maws    . . 

»> 
99 
99 

99 
»* 

3 18 

30 
15 

Oi 
Per  cent. 

Nutmegs   about    4 Black  pepper 
White  ditto  . 
Rattans ..... 
Sandal-wood . . 

«> 

>» 

«» 
ly 

15 
10 
12 

15 

ON    EXPORTS. 

Alum   about  50 
Camphor. . 
Cassia . .  . . 
China  root 
Galangal . . 
Rhubarb . . 

99 
II 
99 

19 

7i 

80 
10 
33 
H 

Nanking  silk    . . 
Pongees   
Soft  white  sugar 

Sugar  candy. .  . . 
Tea     

99 

II 

II 
99 

99 

4 

1* 

20 
10 

4 

In  addition  to  the  Sea  Customs  on  goods,  there  are  also  Transit  Duties 
paid  at  the  Custom  Houses  of  Kan,  Taeping,  and  Pihsin,  on  goods 
that  are  going  dawn  to  Canton,  or  from  thence  transported  to  the 
Northern  Provinces.  [Extracted  from  the  Boo-poot-sihle,  ZOth  ̂   3 1*^ 
volumes,  published  by  Imperial  Authority,  on  the  Revenues  of  the 
Empire.^ 

EXPORT. 

Alum   
Aniseed   
Arsenic   
Bamboo  ware  of  all  kinds 
Camphor   
Capoor  catchery      .    .    . 
Cassia   
China  root   
Copper  and  pewter  ware  . 
Cubebs   
Galingal   
Gamboge   
Grass  cloth   
Hartall   
Lead,  white   
Straw  mats,  bamboo    .    . 
Musk   
Nankeen  and  cotton  cloth 
Rhubarb   
Silk,  raw,  Ist  quality  .  • 

„    coarse  or  refuse  .    . 
SUk  piece  goods    .     .     . 
Middling  raw  silk  .    .    . 
Silk  and  cotton  mixtures, 

silk  and  woollen  mix- 
tures, and  all  such  goods 

Soy   
Tea,  coarse   

„    fine   

Vermilion   

Kankwan. 

f*  100  catties 
$t 

tt 

f> 

i» 

ft $9 

99 

tt 

tt 

» 

tt 

^  piece 
f*  100  catties 

tt 

^  catty 

f  100  catties 
tt 

'    ft 

tt 

tt 

<^  piece 
'  100  catties tt 

tt 

>» 

T.  M 

0  0 

0  0 0  0 

0  0 
0  1 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  1 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  4 

0  0 
0  0 0  9 

0  0 
0  0 
1  0 
0  4 
0  9 

0  0 

8  > 

c.  c. 

0 
4  2 

5 
0 

Taepingkwan. 

3  5i 
8  5i 
9  lA 8  TtV 1  7A 
3  6h 5  »A 9inr 

0 

8* 

0 

0  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  2  6  2^ 
0  0  7  8A 

10  baskets Q  0  3  9^ 

0525A 

0  0  2  7A 

0  0  4 

0  0  2 
0  0  4  0 
0  8  6  4 
0  0  2 0  0  0 

0  0  2 
0  1  6 
0  0  0 
0  0  2 
0  3  3 
0  0  0 
0  2  6 
0  0  0 
0  1   1 

8  1  4 
0  4  5 
0  0  2 
1  4  3 
0  3  6 

3  1  4 
0  7  2 

2 

7A 

8* 

0 

7A 

0 
0 

7A 

8A 

0 
7 
2 
5 

7* 

2 
4 
2 
4 

Pihsinkwan. 

T*  M«  V.  C 0  0 
0  0 

0  7  2  4 
0  0  2  7  A 

0  0  4  2 
100  catties 
0  0  7  6 

Chekeang  Teas 
14  4  6 

0 
4 
4 
4 
4 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
0 3  6 

0  0 
18  6  0 
00  25A 

4  0 

5  7f 

4  0 

7  2 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 

0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
6 
4 
0 
0 
0 
1 

8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 

0 
0 
0 

t 

0 
0 
0 
I 
0 

0 
8 
6 
4 

6  8  0 

0  0  12 

0  0  4  0 
0  0  4  2 
100  catties 
0  0  0  0 

13  6  0 
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IMPORTS. 

AMfoetida   
R«ra'-wax   
fietel  nut   
Biche  de  mer     %    .    •    . 
Bird's- neits   
Camphor,  Malay    •    .    . 
Cloyes    
Cornelian  beads     •    •    . 
Cotton   
Cotton    manufiu^Uires  of  1 

all  kinds    .     .    .     .      / 
Cow  besoar      
Cutch   

Elephant's  teeth  .  .  . Gold  and  silver  thread  . 
Gums,  Benjamin    .    .     . 
Olibnnum   
Myrrh   
Horns  of  all  kinds  .  .  • 
Quicksilver   ..... 
Nutmegs   
Pepper   
Putchuck   
Rattans.    •   
Rose  maloes   

Shark's-fins   
Smalts   
Ebony  ....*.. 
Sandal*-wood   
Sapan-wood   
Woollen  goods  .... 
Narrow  woollens    .    •    •  t 

Dutch  camlets   .... 
Camlets   
Woollen  yarn     •    .    »    . 

Per 
100  catties 

Catty 

100  catties 

10  pieces 
Catty 

100  catties 
. . 

Catty 

100  catties 

*  ( 

» . 

Piece 
Chang    of 
141  inches Chang 

. . 

100  catties 

i 

Kankwan. 

T.  M.  O.  C. 1  7 

0  S 

0  0 

0  0 
1  1 
0  9 
0  2 0  0 

0  0 

5  H 

9  3* 

} 

1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
8 

1 
3 
7 
2 
3 
5 
0 

7A 

0^ 

♦A 

9 
0 

0  10  0 

1 
1 
2 
2 
] 
0 
2 
7 
2 
1 
3 
2 
0 
9 
0 
6 
0 
6 
1 
2 

7  2* 
4  04 3  4| 

6  21 

4  8
* 

0  0 

8  4| 

5  0 0 

lA 

8  4} 

8  Mr 5  6i 
9  8| 
8  61 

4  04 

0  
0* 

0  10  0 

0  0 

0  0 4  2 

Taeplngkan. 

T.  M.  c.  c. 14  4  6 

0 
0 
0 
1 
8 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
1 
1 
1 

0 
4 
1 
1 
4 

6  1 0  0 

0  0 

0 
2 
7 
6 
2 
7 
0 
0 

0  14  8 

1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

1 
I 
4 
1 
3 
3 0  6  8 

1  4  4 
4 
1 
2 

1 
0 
0 

1  6 

8  3^ 

4  6 
0 
7 
7 
4 
6 
4 
H 
9 

0  8  6  6 
0  0  4  2 

8 0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 
4 
0 
2 
0 
2 

3 
1 
4 
0 
5 
4 
0 

4 
7 
6 
0 
9 
2 
0 

0  10  0 
0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

3  14  2 

Pih«iakwaa. 

T.  M.  c.  c. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 

*0 

4 
0 
0 
4 

0 
0 
4 
0 

3  6 

3  6 2 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
8 
5 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
H 

^    ̂   piece 
0 
0 
0 
H 
0 
0 

2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0  2  0  0 
18  6  0 

4 
2 
0 
0 
2 
0 

0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 

1 
0 
0 

3 
2 
2 0  2 

0  0 
0 
0 

{ 

0 
4 

0  0 

0  2 

0  2 0  2  0 0  I  1 

6  0 

8H 

0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Of 

^  chan>r 
0  1 0  1 
0  I 

0  2 

Of 

H 

General  Reffulatums,  under  which  the  British  trade  is  to  be  conducted 
at  the  Jive  ports  o/ Canton,  Amoy,  Foochowfoo,  Ningpo,  and  Shanghai. 

"  \st.  Pilots* — ^Whenever  a  Britisli  mercliantman  shall  arrive  off  any 
of  the  five  ports  opened  to  trade,  viz. :  Canton,  Foochowfoo,  Amoy, 
Ningpo,  or  Shanghai,  pilots  shall  he  allowed  to  take  her  immediately  into 
port ;  and  in  like  manner,  when  such  British  ship  shall  have  settled  all 
legal  duties  and  charges,  and  is  ahout  to  return  home,  pilots  shall  he  im- 

mediately granted  to  take  her  out  to  sea,  without  any  stoppage  or  delay. 
"  Regarding  the  remuneration  to  he  given  these  pilots,  that  will  he 

eauitahly  settled  hy  the  British  Consul  appointed  to  each  particulai  port, 
wuo  will  determine  it  with  due  reference  to  the  distance  gone  over,  the 
risk,  run,  &c. 

**  2nd,  Custom-house  Guards, — ^The  Chinese  Superintendent  of  Cus- 
toms at  each  port,  will  adopt  the  means  that  he  may  judge  most  proper  to 

prevent  the  revenue  suffering  by  fraud  or  smuggling.     Whenever  the  pilot 
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shall  have  brought  any  British  merchantman  into  port,  the  Superintendent 
of  Customs  will  depute  one  or  two  trusty  Custom-house  officers,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  watch  against  fraud  on  the  revenue.  These  will  either 
live  in  a  boat  of  their  own,  or  stay  on  board  the  English  ship,  as  may  best 
suit  their  convenience.  Their  food  and  expenses  will  be  supplied  them 
from  day  to  day  from  the  Custom-house,  and  they  may  not  exact  any  fees 
whatever  from  either  the  Commander  or  Consignee.  Should  they  violate 
this  regulation,  they  shall  be  punished  proportionately  to  the  amount  so 
exacted. 

*' 3rd.  Masters  of  ships  reporting  themselves  on  arrived, — ^Whenever  a 
British  vessel  shall  have  cast  anchor  at  any  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
ports,  the  Captain  will,  within  four  and  twenty  hours  after  arrival,  proceed 

to  the  British  Consulate,  and  deposit  his  ship's  papers,  bills  of  lading, 
manifest,  &c.,  in  the  hands  of  the  Consul ;  failing  to  do  which,  he  will 
subject  himself  to  a  penalty  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

"  For  presenting  a  false  manifest,  the  penalty  will  be  five  hundred dollars. 

"  For  breaking  bulk  and  coinmencing  to  discharge,  before  due  permis- 
sion shall  be  obtained,  the  penalty  will  be  five  hundred  dollars,  and  con- 

fiscation of  the  goods  so  discharged. 

"  The  Consul,  having  taken  possession  of  the  ship's  pimers,  will  imme- 
diately send  a  written  communication  to  the^  Superintendent  of  Customs, 

specifying  the  register  tonnage  of  the  ship  and  the  particulars  of  the  cargo 
she  has  on  board ;  all  of  which  being  in  due  form,  permission  will  then  be 
given  to  discharge,  and  the  duties  levied  as  provided  for  in  the  tariff. 

''  4th,  Commercial  dealings  between  English  and  Chinese  merchants, — 
It  having^been  stipulated  that  English  merchants  may  trade  with  what- 

ever native  merchants  they  please, — should  any  Chinese  merchant  frau- 
dently  abscond  or  incur  debts  which  he  is  unable  to  discharge,  the  Chinese 
authorities,  upon  complaint  being  made  thereof,  will  of  course  do  their 
utmost  to  bring  the  offender  to  justice ;  it  must,  however,  be  distinctly  un- 

derstood, that  if  the  defaulter  really  cannot  be  found,  or  be  dead  or  bank- 
rupt, and  there  be  not  wherewithal  to  pay,  the  English  merchants  may 

not  appeal  to  the  former  custom  of  the  Hong  merchants  pa3ring  one  for 
another,  and  can  no  longer  expect  to  have  their  losses  made  good  to  them. 

"5th,  Tonnage  dues. — Every  English  merchantman,  on  entering  any 
of  the  above-mentioned  five  ports,  shall  pay  tonnage-dues  at  the  rate  of 
Rye  mace  per  register-ton,  in  full  of  all  charges.  The  fees  formerly  levied 
on  entry  and  departure,  of  every  description,  are  henceforth  abolished. 

"  6th,  Import  and  Export  duties, — Goods  whether  imported  into,  or  ex- 
ported from  any  one  of  the  above-mentioned  five  ports  are  henceforward  to 

be  taxed  according  to  the  tariff  as  now  fixed  and  agreed  upon,  and  no  fur- 
ther  sums  are  to  be  levied  beyond  those  which  are  specified  in  the  tariff: 
all  duties  incurred  by  an  English  merchant  vessel,  whetner  on  goods  im- 

ported or  exported,  or  in  the  shape  of  tonnage  dues,  must  first  be  paid  up 
in  full;  which  done,  the  Superintendent  of  Customs  will  grant  a  port 
clearance,  and  this  being  shown  to  the  British  Consul,  he  will  thereupon 

return  the  ship's  papers  and  permit  the  vessel  to  depart. 
"  7th,  Examination  of  goods  at  the  Custom-house, — Every  English 

merchant  having  cargo  to  load  or  discharge,  must  give  due  intimation  there- 
of, and  hand  particulars  of  the  same  to  the  Consul,  who  will  immediately 

dispatch  a  recognized  linguist  of  his  own  establishment  to  communicate 
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the  ptiticiikrt  to  the  Simerintendent  of  Ciutomfly  that  the  goods  maj  be 
dalj  examined^  sod  neiuier  party  subjected  to  loss*  The  English  me^ 
ehant  nraat  also  have  a  properlj  qualified  person  on  the  spot,  to  attend  to 
hia  interests  when  his  goods  are  being  examined  for  duty ;  otherwise,  should 
there  be  complaints^  these  camoot  be  attended  to. 

"  Regarding  such  goods  as  are  subject  by  the  tariff  to  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  if  the  Eng^h  merchant  cannot  agree  with  the  Chinese  officer  in 
fixing  a  TaluCy  then  each  party  shall  call  two  or  three  merchants  to  look  at 
the  goods,  and  the  highest  price  at  which  any  of  these  merchants  would 
be  willing  to  purchase,  shall  be  assumed  as  the  value  oi  the  ffoods. 

*'  To  Sjl  the  tare  on  any  article,  .such  as  tea»  if  the  Engush  merchant 
cannot  agree  with  the  Custom-house  officer,  then  each  party  shall  choose 
so  many  chests  out  of  eyery  hundred,  which  being  first  weighed  in  gross, 
shall  afterwards  be  tared,  and  the  average  tare  upon  these  chests  sluJl  be 
assumed  as  the  tare  upon  the  whole ;  and,  upon  this  principle,  shall  the 
tare  be  fixed  upon  all  other  goods  in  packages. 

"  If  there  should  still  be  any  disputed  points  which  cannot  be  settled, 
the  English  merchant  may  appeal  to  the  Collsul,  who  will  communicate  the 
particulars  of  the  case  to  the  Superintendent  of  Customs,  that  it  may  be 
equitably  arranged.  But  the  appeal  must  be  made  on  the  same  day,  or  it 
will  not  be  regarded.  While  such  points  are  still  open,  the  Superintendent 
of  Customs  will  delay  to  insert  the  same  in  his  books,  thus  affording  an 
opportunity  that  the  mmts  of  the  case  may  be  duly  tried  and  sifted. 

'*  Sth.  Manner  of  paying  the  duties, — It  is  hereinbefore  provided,  that 
eyery  Enghsh  vessel  that  enters  any  one  of  the  five  ports,  shall  pay  all 
duties  and  tonnage  dues  before  she  be  permitted  to  depart.  The  Soperin- 
tendent  of  Customs  will  select  certain  shroffs,  or  banking  establishments  of 
known  stability,  to  whom  he  will  give  licenses,  authorizing  them  to  receive 
duties  from  the  English  merchants  on  behalf  of  Grovemment,  and  the  receipt 
of  these  shrofis  for  any  moneys  paid  them  shall  be  considered  as  a  govern- 

ment voucher.  In  the  paying  of  these  duties,  different  kinds  of  foreign 
money  may  be  made  use  of;  but  as  foreign  money  is  not  of  equal  purity 
with  sycee  silver,  the  English  Consuls  appointed  to  the  different  ports  will, 
acooT^ng  to  time,  place,  and  circumstances,  arrange  with  the  Superin- 

tendents of  Customs  at  each,  what  coins  may  be  taken  in  payment,  and 
what  per  centage  may  be  necessary  to  make  them  equal  to  standard  or  pore 
silver. 

"  9th.  Weights  and  Measures, — Sets  of  balance-yards  for  the  weighing 
of  goods,  of  money-weights,  and  of  measures,  prepared  in  exact  conformity 
to  those  hitherto  in  use  at  the  Custom-house  of  Canton,  and  duly  stamped 
and  sealed  in  proof  thereof,  will  be  kept  in  possession  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Customs,  and  also  at  the  British  Consulate  at  each  of  the  five  ports,  and 
these  shall  be  the  standards  by  which  all  duties  shall  be  charged,  and  all 
sums  paid  to  Government.  In  case  of  any  dispute  arising  between  British 
merchants  and  Chinese  officers  of  Customs,  regarding  the  weights  or  mea- 

sures of  goods,  reference  shall  be  made  to  these  standards,  and  disputes 
decided  accordingly. 

**  lO^A.  Lighters  or  cargo-boats. — ^Whenever  any  English  merchant 
shall  have  to  load  or  discharge  cargo,  he  may  hire  whatever  kind  of  lighter 
or  cargo-boat  he  pleases,  and  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  such  boat  can  be  set- 

tled between  the  parties  themselves,  without  the  interference  of  Gov^n- 
ment.     The  number  of  these  boats  shall  not  be  limited,  nor  shall  a  mono- 
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polj  of  them  be  granted  to  any  parties.  If  anj  smn^ling  take  place  in 
them^  the  offenders  will  of  course  be  pmnshed  according  to  law.  Should 
any  of  these  boat-people,  while  engaged  in  conreying  good3  for  English 
tnerdiants,  frandulenuy  abscond  with  the  property,  the  Chinese  authorities 
will  do  their  best  to  a{^rdiend  them ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  £ng* 
lish  merchants  must  take  every  due  precaution  for  the  safety  of  their 

goods. 
'^  11^.  Transhipment  of  ffoods. — No  English  merchant  ships  may 

tranship  goods  without  special  permission  :  should  any  m^ent  case  happen 
where  transhipment  is  necessary,  the  circumstances  must  be  first  trans- 

mitted to  the  Consul,  who  will  give  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  and  the 
Superintendent  o£  Customs  will  then  send  a  special  officer  to  be  present  at 
the  transhipment.  If  any  one  presumes  to  tranship  mthout  such  permis* 
sion  being  asked  for  and  obtained,  the  whole  of  the  goods  so  illicitly  trans- 

shipped will  be  confiscated. 

"  \2th.  Subordinate  Consular  officers, — At  any  place  selected  for  the 
anchorage  of  the  English  merchant  ships,  there  may  be  appointed  a  subor- 

dinate consular  officer,  of  approved  good  conduct,  to  exercise  due  control 
over  the  seamen  and  others.  He  must  exert  himself  to  prevent  quarrels 
between  the  English  seamen  and  natives,  this  being  of  the  utmost  impor- 

tance. Should  anything  of  the  kind  unfortunately  take  place,  he  will  in  a 
like  manner  do  his  best  to  arrange  it  amicably.  When  sailors  go  on  shore 
to  walk,  officers  shall  be  required  to  accompany  them,  and,  should  distur- 

bances take  place,  such  officers  will  be  held  responsible.  The  Chinese  offi- 
cers may  not  impede  natives  from  coming  alongside  the  ships,  to  sell  clothes 

or  other  necessaries  to  the  sailors  living  on  board. 

"  I3th»  Disputes  between  British  subjects  and  Chinese, — ^Whenever  a 
British  subject  has  reason  to  complain  of  a  Chinese,  lie  must  first  proceed 
to  the  Consulate  and  state  his  grievances ;  the  Consul  will  thereupon  in- 

quire into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  do  his  utmost  to  arrange  it  amicably. 
In  Uke  manner,  if  a  Chinese  have  reason  to  complain  of  a  British  subject, 
he  shall  no  less  listen  to  his  complaint,  and  endeavour  to  settle  it  in  a 
friendly  manner.  If  an  English  merchant  have  occasion  to  address  the 
Chinese  authorities,  he  shall  send  such  address  through  the  Consul,  who 
will  see  thai  the  language  is  becoming ;  and  if  otherwise,  wiU  direct  it  to 
be  changed,  or  wiU  refuse  to  convey  the  address.  If,  unfortunately,  any 
disputes  take  place  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Consul  cannot  arrange  them 
amicably,  then  he  shall  request  the  assistance  of  a  Chinese  officer,  that 
they  may  together  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  decide  it 
equitably.  Regarding  the  punishment  of  English  criminals,  the  English 
Government  will  enact  the  laws  necessary  to  attain  that  end^  and  the  Con* 
sul  will  be  empowered  to  put  them  in  force ;  and,  regarding  the  punish* 
ment  of  Chinese  criminals,  these  will  be  tried  and  punished  by  their  own 
laws,  in  the  way  provided  for  by  the  correspondence  which  took  place  at 
Nanking  after  the  concluding  of  the  peace. 

'*  I4th.  British  Government  Cruizers  anchoring  within  the  Ports, — 
An  Enghsh  government  cruizer  will  anchor  within  each  of  the  five  ports, 
that  the  Consul  may  have  the  means  of  better  restraining  sailors  and 
others,  and  preventing  disturbances.  But  these  government  cruizers  are 
not  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  merchant  vessels,  for  as  they  bring  no 
merdiandize  and  do  not  come  to  trade,  they  will  of  course  pay  neither 
dues  nor  charges.     The  resident  Consul  will  keep  the  Superintendent  of 
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Customs  duly  informed  of  the  arriyal  and  deputore  of  such  government 
cruisers,  that  he  may  take  his  measures  accorcungly. 

"  15M.  On  the  security  to  be  given  for  British  merchant  veuek,— 
It  has  hitherto  been  the  custom,  when  an  £n§^h  vessel  entered  the  port 
of  Canton,  that  a  Chinese  Hong  merchant  stood  security  for  her,  ana  all 
duties  and  charges  were  paid  through  such  security-merchant.  But  these 
security-merchants  being  now  done  away  with,  it  is  understood  that  the 
British  Consul  will  henceforth  be  security  for  all  British  merchant  ships 

entering  any  of  the  aforesaid  five  ports." 

Tables  qf  British  Consular  fees  at  the  several  open  ports  in  CAtno, 
approved  by  the  Earl  o/Jberdeen,  February,  1844  :— 

Tablk  a. — Certificate  of  due  landing  of  goods  exported 
from  the  United  Kingdom    2  Dollars. 

Signature  of  ship's  manifest    2  „ 
Certificate  of  origin,  when  required    2  „ 
Bill  of  health,  when  required    2  „ 

Signature  of  muster  roD,  when  required'  •         .         .         .  2  „ 
Attestation  of  a  Signature,  when  required        .         .         .  1  „ 
Administering  an  oath,  when  required     .         .         .         •  1  » 
Seal  of  ofiice,  and  signature  of  any  other  document  not 

specified  herein,  when  required    1  i* 
Tablk  B. — Bottomry  or  arbitration  bond            .         .         .2  Dollars. 

Noting  a  protest    1  >* 
Order  of  survey    2  „ 
Extendinff  a  protest  or  survey    I  »» 
Registrations    1  >« 
Visa  of  passport    i  » 
Valuation  of  goods    1  percent. 
Attending  sales    .1  9* 
Where  there  has  been  a  charge  for  valuing ;  otherwise      .  1  „ 
Attendance  out  of  Consular  office  at  a  shipwreck,  five  dol- 

lars per  diem  for  his  personal  expenses,  over  and  above 
his  travelling  expenses. 

Attendance  on  opening  a  will    5  Dollars. 
Management  of  property  of  British  subjects  dying  intestate.  2^  per  cent. 

"  As  much  confusion  and  many  mistakes,  tending  to  the  hindrance  of 
public  business,  are  likely  to  occur  from  manifests  being  too  vaguely  made 
out,  consignees  of  British  Vessels  are  hereby  required  to  give  their  atten- 

tion to  the  following  rules  in  drawing  up  manifests  to  be  presented  at  this 
Consulate. 

**  1st.  Packages,  'contents  unknown.'  The  consignee  of  the  ship  will 
be  required  to  ascertain  from  the  consignees  of  such  packaees,  the  nature 
of  their  contents  generally  (in  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable)  before  pre- 

senting his  manifest  at  this  Consulate. 

**  2nd.  Packaees,  '  Woollens.'  These  must  be  specified,  as  *  Broad- 
cloth,' or  *  LongeUs,'  or  '  Camlets,'  or  '  Bombazettes,'  &c.,  &c.,  in  accord- 

ance with  the  classification  of  the  Tarifi;  seeing  that  all  these  articles  are 
liable  to  difierent  duties. 

'^  drd.  Packages,  '  Cottons.'  These  must  in  like  manner  be  speciiiedi 
as  •  White  Longcloths/  or  *  Grey  Longcloths,'  or  *  Cambrics,'  or  '  Printed 
Goods,'  or  '  Handkerchiefs,'  as  the  case  may  be. 
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"  4th.  Packages,  *  Fancy  Goods.'  Any  manufactured  goods  not  in 
current  consumption  may  be  specified  as  ̂   Stuffs  of  Cotton  only/  or  '  Stuffs 
of  Wool  only/  or  of  *  Silk  and  Cotton  mixed/  or  of  *  Wool  and  Cotton 
mixed,'  &c.,  &c.,  as  the  case  may  be. 

"  Lastly.  As  a  general  rule,  where  any  doubt  exists,  let  it  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  object  in  view  is  chiefly  to  ascertain  the  number  of  packages 
of  certain  goods,  which  are  to  pay  certain  specified  duties ;  and  that  by 
mixing  up  two  or  three  kinds  of  goods  which  pay  different  duties  under 
one  head,  this  object  will  be  defeated. 

**  By  bearing  these  few  general  rules  in  mind,  a  great  deal  of  unnecces- 
sary  trouble  will  be  spared  this  Consulate,  and  the  consignees  of  ships  in 
the  end. 

"  British  Consulate,  Canton, 
«  28th  July,  1843. 

«  G.  TBADESCANT  LAY, 

**  H,  M,  Officiating  Consul  for  Canton,** 

British  vessels  entering  the  Port  of  Canton  are  required  to  make  a 
report,  as  annexed. — (There  is  a  transcript  in  Chinese.) 

To  he  used  by  ships  when  passing  the  Bogue  Forts  inward  bound. 

I,  Master  of  the  Ship  hereby  declare  that  I  have 
arrived  from  with  a  cargo  of  and  am  now  proceeding  with 
the  same  to  Whampoa. 

Given  at  the  Custom-house  station,  island  of  North  Wangtong,  this 
day  of  184    ,  at  o'clock. 

[N.B. — The  Master  of  every  ship  is  requested  to  be  particular  in  noting 
down  the  time  correctly  when  this  report  shall  be  handed  in  ;  he  is  also 
requested  to  procure  a  duplicate  of  the  Chinese  characters  employed  to 
write  his  own  name,  and  the  name  of  his  ship,  in  order  that  he  may  pre- 

sent the  same  at  (he  Consulate  to  prevent  confusion  in  the  English 
names.] 

HEALTH    OF    HONG   KONG. 

At  the  moment  of  going  to  press,  the  following  return  of  the  health  of 
the  troops  at  Hong  Kong  for  1846,  has  been  received.  It  has  been  by 
far  the  most  healthy  year  experienced  in  the  island,  yet  less  than  seven 
such  years  would  entirely  remove  the  whole  of  our  troops  by  deaths  and 
invaliding :  invalided  soldiers  seldom  are  ever  again  fit  for  duty.  But  the 
healthiness  or  otherwise  of  Hong  Kong,  does  not  affect  the  question  of 
the  utter  worthlessness  of  the  place. 

1846. R.Artill. 
Engineers. H.  M.  18th. 42nd  M.  N.  T. 
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All  return  to  India. 
Deaths  •••..•..•••••••••• 
Invalided   ••••••••• 

Sick,  Dec.  21,  1846. . 2 9 124 

92 
On  the  above  day — the  most  healthy  period  of  the  year — about  I  of  the 

18th  Royal  Irish  were  in  the  hospital! — B.  M.  M. 
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PETITION  TO  THE  QUEEN  IN  COUNCIL. 

[The  foUowing  documents  have  reference  to  the  matters  referred  to  m 
the  Dedication^  and  in  the  Reports  on  Hong  Kong,  and  on  Chttsan,  in 
vol.  ii.] 

29>  Bloomsbury  SotrARE. 

let  May,  1846. Sir, 

I  believe  I  am  acting  in  accordance  with  official  usage,  in  solicit- 

ing you,  as  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
to  lay  the  aocompanying  Petition  and  documents  on  China  before  the 
Queen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant. 

To  the  R.  M.  MARTIN. 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart. 

H.  M.  Sec.  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

Enclosure, — Reports  on  Hong  Kong — on  Chusan — on  the  British  Posi- 
tion and  Prospects  in  China,  &e.  &c. 

PETITION. 

To  the  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  petition  of  Robert  Montgomery  Martin,  late  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Treasurer  for  the  Colonial,  Consular,  and  Diplomatic  Services 

in  China,  and  a  Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Legislative  Council. 

Humbly  sheweth, 

Ist.  That  Your  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  petitioner 
treasurer  at  Hong  Kong  on  the  20th  of  January,  1844. 

2nd.  That  petitioner  having  devoted  his  Hie  to  an  investigation  of  the 
British  colonial  possessions  and  commercial  interests,  deemed  that  he 
would  be  fulfiUing  his  duty  to  your  Majesty  by  examining,  in  all  their  re- 

lations, our  position  and  prospects  in  China. 
3rd.  That  the  accompanying  public  documents  were,  therefore,  from 

time  to  time  transmitted  to  your  Majesty's  ministers,  and  it  is  respectfully 
submitted  they  testify  that  petitioner  acted  as  a  faithful,  industrious,  and 
useful  servant  of  the  crown  m  China. 

4th.  That  petitioner  deeming  an  erroneous  course  of  poUcy  had  been 
pursued,  which,  if  not  timely  corrected,  would  be  productive  of  great  na- 

tional injury ;  and  being  desirous  of  checking  what  he  considered  as  a 
wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  which  could  only  effectually  be 
done  by  his  immediate  return  to  England,  was  most  reluctantly  compelled 
to  tender  the  conditional  resignation  of  the  commission,  with  which  your 
Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  invest  him,  in  order  that  he  might  bring 
the  whole  state  of  our  affairs  in  China  under  the  early  and  serious  con- 

sideration of  your  Majesty's  ministers,  and  be  on  the  spot  to  explain  per- 
sonally the  amendments  and  retrenchments  which  he  was  and  is  prepared 

to  prove  were  imperatively  required  in  China. 
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5th.  That  for  thus  acting  in  accordance  with  what  he  helieved  to  he 
his  duty,  as  an  honest  steward  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  for  refus- 

ing to  remain  silent  and  quiescent  when  silence  and  quiescence  would  have 
heen  a  crime  ;  petitioner  has  heen  deprived  of  his  position  in  your  Ma- 

jesty*s  service,  and  aU  redress  or  enquiry  has  heen  denied  him,  while  your 
Ma/est/s  government  have  derived  the  benefit  of  his  information  and  ex- 
perience. 

6th.  That  petitioner  respectfully  declares  he  feels  conscious  this  punish- 
ment is  unmerited — ^he  is  most  anxious  to  have  the  fullest  scrutiny  into 

every  part  of  his  conduct,  and  the  most  searching  investigation  into  the 
truth  of  his  statements,  and  looking  to  your  Majesty  as  the  source  of  jus- 

tice, petitioner  earnestly  prays  the  gracious  interposition  of  your  Majesty 
to  present  the  infliction  of  a  wrong,  which  does  not  alone  affect  an  humble 
individual,  but  which,  if  sanctioned,  destroys  the  moral  and  Christian  re- 

sponsibility of  the  servants  of  the  crown,  especially  when  acting  conscien- 
tiously in  the  distant  provinces  of  this  vast  empire. 

And  your  Majesty's  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound. Will  ever  pray. 

London,  1st  of  May,  1846. 

Whitehall, 

7th  Mayy  1846. Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  James  Graham  to  inform  you, 
that  he  has  laid  before  the  Queen,  your  petition,  with  the  enclosures,  pray- 

ing for  an  investigation  into  the  causes  for  which  you  have  been  deprived 

of  your  position  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  and  redress  or  enquiry  denied 
to  you. 

And  I  am  ftirther  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  same  has  been  referred  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department,  to 
whom  all  other  communications  on  this  subject  must  be  addressed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Montgomery  Martin,  Esq.  S.  M.  PHILLIPPS. 
29,  Bloomsbury  Square. 

Devonshire  Street, 

\2th  Mayy  1846. Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone  to  inform  you,  that 
the  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  him  the  petition  whicn  you  ad- 

dressed to  Her  Majesty  on  the  1st  instant,  praying  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
truth  of  the  several  communications  which  you  have  addressed  to  Her  Ma- 

jesty's Government  on  the  subject  of  Hong  Kong. 
I  am  to  inform  you  that,  for  the  reasons  already  explained  to  you  in  the 

correspondence  in  which  you  have  been  engaged  with  this  office,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone has  been  unable  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of 

your  petition. I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  Montgomery  Martin,  Esq.  LYTTELTON. 
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29,  Bloomsbury  Square, 
\3th  May,  1846. Sir, 

I  regret  to  learn  that  7011  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  ad- 
vise Her  Majesty  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of  my  petition  for  an  enquiry  into 

the  truth  of  my  several  communications  on  the  subject  of  Hong  Kong.  I 

am  unaware  of  buj  **  reasons  already  explained**  to  me,  ̂ ich  ou^t  to 
preclude  the  investigation  sought.  The  only  reason  ever  given  for  refusing 
this  enquiry  was,  that  I  had  resigned  my  office ;  the  truth  or  otherwise  of 
my  statements  being  deemed  alike  immaterial.  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
I  tried  in  vain  every  other  mode  of  procuring  an  mvestigation  into  the 
utter  worthlessness  of  Hong  Kong. 

The  faint  hope  that  there  was  still  some  power  in  the  crown  to  grant 
that  which  is  even  conceded  to  a  criminal,  viz.  enquiry,  is  nullified  by 
referring  my  petition  to  that  Department  which  has  hitherto  rejected  all 
appeals  for  investigation.  I  respectfully  submit  that  this  can  scarcely  be 
considered  in  accordance  with  justice,  or  with  a  desire  to  obtain  truth. 

I  therefore  venture  to  ask,  even  as  a  boon,  that  my  petition  be  referred 
to  the  Privy  Council,  and  that  I  be  permitted  at  my  own  expense  to  sub- 

stantiate the  truth  of  my  statements. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

To  the  K  M.  MARTIN. 
Bight  Hon.  W.  E.  Gkdstone, 

H.  M.'s  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  &c.  &c. 
Downing  Street, 

ISth  May,  1846. Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which  you  request  that  your 
petition  to  the  Queen  may  be  referred  to  the  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  Gladstone  desires  me  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Executive  Government  must  reserve  to  itself  the  responsibility  for  the  de- 

cision of  a  question  of  this  nature  ;  and  that  the  Queen  cannot  be  advised 
to  refer  the  mvestigation  of  it  to  the  Privy  Council,  or  to  any  committee  of 
the  Council. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
R.  Montgomery  Martin,  Esq.  LYTTELTON. 

Earl  Grey  having  declined  to  reconsider  a  question  on  which  his  prede- 
cessors had  refused  all  inquiry,  and  deemins  my  resignation  2A  final  and 

not ''  conditional,"  the  following  letter  was  addressed — 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 

First  Lord  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury. 
My  Lord,  26tk  Auguet,  1846. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  on  the  17th  November,  1840,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  your  Lordship,  stating  that  he  "  pledged"  his  honour 

for  my  integrity,  ability,  "  honest  zeal  and  indefatigable  spirit  of  indus- 
try;" and  my  lamented  and  revered  friend  declared  that  he  was  "satis- 

fied my  active  employment  in  the  public  service,  would  be  useful  to  the 

empire,  and  honourable  to  me  and  to  your  Lordship." 
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I  respectfully  entreat,  my  Lord,  that  you  will  give  me  the  benefit  of  this 
declaration  of  one  of  the  greatest  and  purest  statesmen  that  ever  shed 
lustre,  or  conferred  benefit,  on  England ;  and  that  you  will  grant  me  an 
enquiry  into  the  causes  which  irresistibly  compelled  me  to  tender  a  con- 

ditional resignation  of  my  office  as  Her  Majesty  s  Treasurer  in  China — ^in 
order  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  personally  lay  before  Her  Majesty's 
government  an  exposition  of  our  highly  important  interests  in  that  vast 
Empire,  and  procure  a  timely  correction  of  what  I  deemed  errors  of  deep 
national  importance. 

The  accompanying  documents  detail  my  proceedings  in  China ;  and  my 
voluminous  Report  on  the  commerce,  government,  and  relations  of  the 
Chinese,  (now  under  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Lefevre  of  the  Board  of 
Trade),  is  an  evidence  of  the  industry  which  I  gratuitously  devoted  to  the 

acquisition  of  information  useful  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
I  simply  ask  a  full  and  fair  investigation  into  the  correctness  of  my 

statements,  and  a  permission  to  support  by  evidence  the  truth  of  my 
allegations. 

This  request  would  not  be  refused  to  a  criminal.  I  am  ready  to  prove 
that  I  do  not  deserve  its  rejection, — ^that  I  did  my  duty  as  an  honesty 
faithful  and  diligent  servant  of  the  Crown,  and  that  I  zealously  endeavoured 
to  show  myself  worthy  of  the  high  testimony  of  Lord  Wellesley.  I  ask 
this  enquiry  as  a  boon  in  reference  to  myself, — ^and  as  an  act  of  justice  in 
reference  to  the  public  service,  for  I  am  assured  your  Lordship  will  con- 

cur in  thinking  that  a  servant  of  the  Crown,  especially  in  a  distant  and  im- 
perfectly known  station,  is  bound  to  seek  the  welfare  of  the  nation  in  pre- 

ference to  his  own  ease  or  emoluments,  and  that  he  is  as  responsible  for 
acts  o/ omission  as  for  those  of  commission, 

I  went  to  China  at  the  request  of  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment ;  broke 
up  my  engagements  here,  and  incurred  considerable  expense  in  my  zeal  to 
perform  services  which  I  had  hoped  would  have  been  deemed  worthy  of  ap- 
probation. 

I  have  been  more  than  a  year  without  any  income  whatever,  although 
labouring  hard  for  the  public  good«  as  testified  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
My  means  of  support,  and  what  is  of  far  more  consequence  my  public 
character,  are  dependent  on  the  investigation  I  thus  earnestly  implore  at 

your  Lordship's  hands. I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  Lord,  your  faithful  Servant, 
(Signed)  R.  M.  MARTIN. 

[Enclosure  in  the  foregoing,  copied  from  the  original  by  Lord  Edward 
Howard — ^by  the  permission  of  Lord  John  Russell.] 

Kingston  House,  Knightsbhidge, 

My  Deah  Lord,  November  17,  1840* 

Your  Lordship's  uniform  kindness  and  obliging  attention  induce 
me  to  trouble  you  with  a  request,  in  the  success  of  which  I  am  deeply 
interested,  from  motives  of  gratitude  and  friendship,  as  well  as  from  a 
sense  of  pubhc  duty. 

Several  respectable  friends  of  the  present  Government,  from  the  same 
sentiments,  have  already  expressed  their  concurrence  in  my  opinion,  and 
have  declared  an  anxiety  equal  to  mine  on  the  same  subject. 

VOL.  II.  2    M 



XTUl  PETITION    TO    HER    MAJESTY. 

Our  object  is  to  see  Mr.  Montgomery  Martin  (a  gendeman  well  known 
to  yonr  Lordship  and  to  the  Pubhc)  employed  in  some  station  in  which  bis 
eminent  talents,  and  extraordinary  industry  and  diligence,  and  extensiye 
information,  might  be  rendered  useful  to  the  empire. 
My  friendship  for  Mr.  Martin  is  founded  on  no  light  basis.  I  en- 

trusted him  witn  the  publication  of  the  documents  connected  with  my 
administration  of  the  British  Empire  in  India ;  a  work  which  he  has  com« 
pleted  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

This  work  necessarily  iuYolved  the  most  confidential  communication 
and  intercourse,  by  which  I  am  enabled,  with  the  most  perfect  certainty, 

to  pledge  my  honour  to  the  integrity,  ability,  honest  zeal,  and  indeftitig;- 
able  spirit  of  industry,  by  which  this  worthy  gentleman  has  obtained  so 
high  an  eminence  in  pubhc  estimation. 

Mr.  Martin  has  made  the  affairs  of  the  British  Colonies,  and  of  India, 

the  more  especial  object  of  his  laborious  studies  ;  but  he  is  also  better  in- 
formed on  the  interesting  subject  of  Ireland,  (more  particularly  on  the 

operation  and  result  of  her  legislative  union  with  Great  Britain,)  tbftn 
any  person  I  have  ever  conversed  with.  Generally  his  knowledge  of  sta- 

tistics is  most  extensive  and  most  practically  useful. 
My  gratitude  towards  this  gentleman  renders  me  most  anxious  for  his 

welfare ;  but  I  would  not  recommend  him  to  your  Lordship,  if  I  were  not 

satisfied  that  his  active  employment  in  the  public  service  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  empire,  and  honourable  to  himself  and  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
My  dear  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  Servant, 
To  the  WELLESLEY. 

Ri^t  Honourable  Lord  John  Russell, 
H.  M.*s  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department. 

The  only  answer  to  the  foregoing,  and  to  several  subsequent  appeals.  wa» 
the  foUowing  mere  acknowledgment. Downing  Street, 

Sir,  28th  Atiguaty  1846. 
I  am  directed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  and  of  the  work  which  accompanied  it. I  am.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  Montgomery  Martin,  Esq.  R.  W.  GREY. 

It  remains  only  to  be  added  that  my  successor  in  China  has  not  yet 
been  appointed  by  the  Queen,  and  that  as  no  member  of  Her  MajesiTi 
past  or  present  (xovernment  can  have  any  reason  for  denying  the  enquiry 
sought,  I  must  ascribe  the  refusal  to  a  misapprehension  of  the  case,  and 
to  want  of  time  for  its  consideration,  rather  than  to  a  studied  objectioa 
to  do  an  act  of  justice,  which  involves  a  public  principle  in  regard  to  the 
moral  responsibiuty  of  the  servants  of  the  Crown  in  the  Colonies. 
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ERRATA. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  work  htts  been  passed  through  the  press  has 
caused  several  unavoidable  errors  ;  but  my  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  the 
excellent  Typographers^  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  these  volumes 
have  been  printed. 

VoL  i.  p.  78,  the  opinions  of  Marco  Polo  and  M.  de  Guinea  should  haye  been  marked  as  a  quota- 
tion. 

P.  130,  for  "  value  of  tael  Ss.,"  read  "68.  Sd." 
P.    12,  heading,  for  "  Ilauchew,"  read  "  Hang-chew.** 
P.    13, heading,  for  "  Chauchew,"  read  '•  Chang-Chew" 
P.    88,  for  *'  GroBsius,"  read  •'  Grosier." 
P.  155,  for  "  Ngauhwuy  province,"  read  "  Ganhwuy  province." 

For  ••  Chi-li  province,"  read  "  ChiJe." 
Kiang-Nan  province,  latdy  divided  into  two,  viz.,  Keang-soo  and  Ganhwuy. 

DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  BINDER. 

Map  of  China  to  face  Title  Page,  Vol.  i. 
Map  of  Japan,  Tol.  i.  p.  265. 
Map  of  Chusan,  Vol.  u.  p.S69. 
Population  Chart,  Vol.  i.  Pre£soe, 
Chronological  Chart,  Vol.  i.  p.  198. 
Maritime  Commerce  of  China,  Vol.  ii.  p.  101. 
Tea  Table,  vol.  ii.  p.  152. 
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CHINA; 
POLITICAL,   COMMERCIAL,   AND    SOCIAL. 

OPINIONS   OF   THE   PRESS. 

"  We  have  here  from  the  pen  of  perhaps  our  ablest  colonial  statist,  a  very  able 
work  in  an  admirably  digested  form  on  the  subject  of  China.  Mr.  Martin,  convinced 
of  the  error  this  country  committed  in  planting  her  footsteps  on  the  barren  rock  of 
Hong  Kong,  when  the  fruitful  Island  of  Chusan  was  at  her  disposal,  patriotically 
sacrificed  his  official  position  and  prospects,  in  order  to  proceed  home  and  urge  his 
views  upon  Government  The  Author's  pains -taking  character  and  accuracy  are 
established.  His  style  is  clear  and  unembarrassed,  if  not  brilliant,  and  a  work  under 

his  name  cannot  fail  of  taking  rank  as  an  authority  ori^a  subject  like  this  "—Taifs 
Edinburgh  Magazine. 

**  As  a  writer  upon  Statistical,  Commercial,  and  especially  Colonial  subjects,  Mr. 
Montgomery  Martin  has  achieved  by  his  ability,  industry,  and  intelligence,  a  very 
high  reputation.  Appointed  to  a  high  official  situation,  for  which  his  talents  peculiarly 
fitted  him,  in  connexion  with  the  Government  of  Hong-Kong,  he  made  a  voluntary 
surrender  of  his  office,  in  order  to  place  himself  in  a  position  to  be  able  to  return  to 
this  country,  and  to  press  personally  upon  the  Home  Government,  the  adoption  of  a 
line  of  policy,  which  he  believed  to  be  essential  to  the  maintenance  and  extension  of 
our  commercial  relations  with  the  Chinese  Empire.  The  book  is  extremely  valuable 
and  interesting, — valuable  because  its  impartiality  may  be  relied  on,  and  interesting 
because  it  puts  before  us  in  a  concise  form,  a  series  of  facts  relating  to  the  character, 
habits,  resources  and  social  position  of  a  people,  of  whom,  probably,  less  is  known  to 
Europeans  than  of  any  other  Nation  in  the  World."— £jre/tfr  Western  Luminary. 

**  Mr.  Montgomery  Martin  has  a  loftier  purpose  in  his  labours  than  merely  to  con- 
tribute  to  the  stores  of  our  yet  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  gpreat  Empire  of  China, 
and  its  teeming  population,  numbering  nearly  one-third  of  the  human  race.  He  hopes 
for  moral  results  from  the  investigations  which  he  has  pursued  with  so  much  diligence  ; 
he  aims  at  the  establishment  of  a  truly  friendly  intercourse  between  the  civilizations 
of  the  West  and  the  East,  to  the  incalculable  advantage  of  both  ;  he  thinks,  even, 
that  the  conversion  to  Christianity  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Chinese  is  not  only 
possible,  but  an  event  which,  by -judicious  effort,  might  come  to  pass  in  no  very  dis- 

tant future.  But  even  if  that  brilliant  vision  be  hut  a  dream,  still  certain  it  is  that 
we  know  far  less  of  China  and  her  people  than  we  ought  to  know;  that  our  intercourse 
is  not  placed  upon  the  secure  basis  which  it  should  boast ;  that  more  might  be  ac  • 

complished  if  both  peoples  were  better  informed  as  to  each  other's  character,  opinions, 
government,  statistics,  and  social  and  political  economy.  It  is  to  aid  in  the  spreading 
of  such  information  that  Mr.  M.  Martin,  who  has  already  contributed  so  largely  to 
home  knowledge  of  our  vast  colonial  empire,  has  availed  himself  of  his  residence  in 
the  East,  as  Treasurer  at  Hong  Kong,  to  collect  an  immense  store  of  materials  relative 
to  the  Chinese  Empire,  which  he  has  classified  and  arranged  with  unwearied  diligence 
and  the  workmanlike  ability  of  an  experienced  author ;  and  the  first  part  is  now 

before  the  public,  teeming  with  a  wealth  of  intelligence." — The  Critic^  London. 
"  Pour  hundred  milUona  of  people  yet  to  be  introduced  into  communication  with  the  rest 

rf mankind!  What  a  prospect  for  the  merchant,  the  manufacturer,  and  ship-owner  ! 
But  there  is  still  a  higher  and  holier  prospect.  Four  hundred  millions  of  active  and 
intelligent  human  beings  have  to  be  brought  within  the  pale  of  Christianity  !  Wary 
stepping  too  it  will  require,  to  enable  us  to  succeed  in  realizing  either  of  these  objects. 
To  assist  us,  on  abler  man  for  the  task  could  not  be  found  than  the  author  of  the  work 

before  us." — Liverpool  Standard. 
"  An  important  expose  of  the  present  state  of  the  resources,  population,  &c.  of  the 

whole  of  China,  which  must  doubtless  prove  highly  satisfactory  and  important  to  all 

parties  connected  with  the  history  of  that  yet  almost  unknown  coun try. "^•5'un. 
**  A  work  descriptive  of  the  vast  Empire  of  China,  of  which  we  know  comparatively 

little,  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  store  of  national  literature,  and  doubtless  be- 
neficial also  in  our  commercial  relations  with  the  extensive  field  of  commerce  now 

opened  to  us.  The  task  could  not  have  been  confided  to  more  able  hands  than  Mr. 

M.  Martin." — Felix  Farley's  Jmirnalt  Bristol* 



OPINIONS   OF   THE    PRESS. 

"  A  work  wliich  will  be  read  with  fp-eat  interest ;  ic  abounds  in  materials  which 
suddenly  illuminate  what  has  hitherto  been  a  dark  page  in  the  topography  of  nations ; 
in  reading  it  we  gain  an  intelligent  view  into  the  seeming  chaos  of  that  immense 
social  fsbric  which  myriads  of  human  beings  have  been  labouring,  for  innumerable 
ages  to  construct,  to  improve,  and  to  mar,  in  pertinacious  isolation  from  the  common 
fiimily  of  nations." — Journal  af  Commerrtt  London. 

"  No  living  writer  is  so  capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  vast  subject  of  China  as  Mr. 
M.  Martin.  His  high  official  situation,  his  previous  literary  training,  the  character  of 
his  mind, which  can  grasp  large  facts  and  complicated  statistics,  with  remarkable  ease, 

eminently  fie  him  for  the  task  he  has  underuken." — Gtoueester  ChronifU. 
**  The  present  underuking  embraces  a  vast  field,  and  Mr.  M.  Martin  has  in  the  part 

before  us  given  good  earnest  of  his  talent  for  usefulness.  We  have  no  hesitation  in 
oronouncing,  from  what  we  have  seen  of  the  part  before  us,  that  this  work  will  be 
round  one  of  the  most  useful  books." — BetVt  Messenger,  London, 

**  The  writer  of  this  very  interesting  work  has  evidently  well  qualified  himself  for 
the  task  by  diligent  study  of  the  subject,  and  bv  exercising  his  acute  powers  of  observa- 

tion whilst  in  China.  He  is  not  a  mere  dry  detailer  of  statistics,  but  combines  with 

his  important  array  of  facts,  the  tact  of  being  able  to  lay  these  facts  before  the 
reader  in  a  striking  and  agreeable  point  of  view.  The  book  is,  from  this  peculiarity, 
almost  as  entertaining  as  a  '  New  NoveL'  Mr.  M.  M.  is  evidently  an  amiable  man, 
and  is  moved  by  a  spirit  of  religion  and  humanity  to  deal  honourably  and  kindly  by 
the  immense  multitudes  of  China."— G/oiteMfer  JoumaL 

'*  This  number  is  worthy  of  Mr.  Martin's  high  reputation,  and  when  complete  it  will 
be  a  standard  work." — Exeter  Flying  Post. 

**  No  one  is  more  capable  than  the  able  wiiter  of  these  paffes  of  giving  a  history  of 
China.  The  laudable  intention  of  the  Author  cannot  fail  of  awakening  the  deepest 

interest  throughout  the  country." — Plyntouih  and  Devonport  Herald, 
"  The  official  position  of  the  Author  of  this  work,  must  have  conferred  upon  him  pe- 

culiar advantages  in  obtaining  authentic  information  as  far  as  possible  respecting  the 
internal  condition  of  the  Chinese  Empire.  Of  these  advantages,  Mr.  Martin  appears 
to  have  availed  himself  with  his  accustomed  industry  and  acumen.  The  present  part 
is  a  satisfactory  specimen  of  the  work,  comprehensive  in  design,  and  minutely  exact 
in  detail." — Edinburgh  Evening  Post. 

"  The  Author  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  most  talented  statistical  writers  of  the 

day,  and  the  appearance  of  this  work  from  his  pen,  is  sure  to  awaken  an  earnest  inte- 
rest in  this  country,  from  our  recent  transactions  with  that  extraordinary  race,  the 

Chinese.'* — Mark  Lane  Express, 

**  It  is  with  no  little  pleasure  that  we  see  before  the  public  a  work  on  the  Empire  of 
China  by  a  celebrated  writer,  undoubtedly  the  most  important  geographical  and  com- 

mercial work  that  has  emanated  from  the  press  during  the  past  year.  The  great  clear- 
ness, accuracy,  and  fullness  of  the  various  details  merit  our  special  praise.  He  leaves 

no  field  untouched,  no  point  unsifted,  but  with  his  wellHcnown  talent  in  all  that  con- 
cerns the  colonial  and  foreign  possessions  and  trade  of  this  count./,  gives  us  a  work 

that  cannot  fail  to  adorn  the  cabinet  of  the  statesman  as  well  as  the  library  of  the  mer- 
chant   The  information  it  afibrds  is  immense." — Bradford  Gazette, 

"  Mr.  M.  Martin's  work  promises  to  become  one  of  standard  authority..;  This  part 
is  replete  with  valuable  information."— Bo/Zon  Chronicle,  ^ 

**  The  professed  motive  of  this  work  is  good  ;  it  is  full  of  interest,  and  'abundance 

of  valuable  information,  elegantly  and  clearly  written." — Bristol  Mercury,     *'*j''^' 
*'  A  useful  and  readable  work.  We  doubt  not  that  it  will  well  obtain  popular  counte- 

nance. We  have  seen  nothing  equal  to  it.  As  a  book  of  reference,  it  wiji  be  fouod  of 
considerable  value." — Morning  Advertiser, 

Mr.  Martin  used  the  opportunity  with  great  diligence  to  collect  information  o»n- 
eerning  the  whole  Chinese  empire. — Economist, 

*'  Mr.  Martin  takes  a  statesmanlike  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  of 
our  affairs  in  China,  from  beginning  to  end.  By  long  experience  he  appears  to  have 
gained  the  faculty  of  compression  without  confusion,  in  a  degree  which  leaves  him 
without  an  equal  in  statistical  and  commercial  matters,  no  less  than  in  statesmanship. 
His  early  works  gave  abundant  evidence  of  this  faculty;  nor  is  it  the  least  impaired, 
but  rather  improved  in  this  his  latest  production.— ijN/ian  News, 



\ 

OPINIONS    OF    THE    PRESS. 

**  Those  who  wish  io  learn  in  a  few  words  the  character,  etnployrnents^  eomfnerce, 
customs,  and  religion  of  one-third  of  the  human  race,  would  ao  well  to  procure  this 
work,  which  is  one  of  great  research  and  much  correct  reasoning." — Glasgow  Eocaminer, 

"  Manifold  and  truly  valuable  as  have  been  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Martin  to  this 
country,  he  has  not  accomplished  one  that  is  deserving  a  higher  meed  of  praise  than  the 
production  of  this  work.  It  contains  an  amount  of  important  facts  and  sound  conclu- 

sions, in  reference  to  China  and  its  past  and  present  history,  not  to  be  met  with  else- 
where. We  are  at  issue  with  the  writer  on  one  or  two  points  with  respect  to  the  effect 

a  reduction  of  the  duty  would  have  on  the  tea  trade  espeeially,  but  it  would  be  idle  to 
deny  the  great  value  of  the  information  he  has  collected  on  this  and  all  other  brandies 
of  his  subject,  and  unjust  tu  withhold  that  praise  to  which  his  labours  so  fully  entitle 
him." — Blackburn  Standard, 

"  Certainly,  the  Chinese,  as  exhibited  in  these  pages,  are  a  wonderful  people— won- 
derful alike  in  their  actual  attainments,  and  in  the  deplorable  prejudices  by  which  they 

have  been  kept  stationary  for  ages.  The  subjects  embraced  are  highly  interesting." Bolton  Chronicle, 

**  Mr.  Martin  has  entitled  himself  to  the  esteem  of  every  philanthropist,  and  the  gra- 
titude of  the  British  public  by  the  production  of  this  truly  interesting  work.  We 

know  no  one  more  eminently  qualified  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  but  we  confess  we 
were  not  prepared  to  receive  even  from  Mr.  Martin  such  an  able  selection  of  informa- 

tion."— Wakefield  Journal. 

'*  One  of  the  most  valuable  gifts  which  English  literature  has  of  late  received."-* 
Reading  Mercury, 

**  We  are  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  M.  Martin  is  furnishing  to  his  fellow-countrymen  in- 
formation on  the  political,  commercial,  and  social  peculiarities  on  China. "^^^a/j/iur Guardian, 

"  As  a  statistician,  and  particularly  as  an  expositor  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
colonies^  Mr.  Martin  is  justly  deemed  to  be  a  recognised  authority.  His  reputation  is 

a  guarantee  for  the  usefulness  of  the  present  work." — Douglas  JerroWs  Weekly  "News- 
paper, 

**  A  truly  splendid  magazine  of  every  species  of  information  on  this  curious  coun- 
try. The  author  is  admirably  qualified  for  the  task ;  the  style  is  clear  and  unaffected, 

and  the  work  is  an  invaluable  treasury  for  the  manufacturer,  merchant,  scholar,  philo- 
sopher, statesman,  and  missionary  ;  and  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  all  who  can  afford 

W—Edinhwrgh  Weekly  Register. 

"  A  highly  meritorious  production,  which  will  very  considerably  add  to  the  already 
distinguished  reputation  of  the  experienced  author.  The  immense  quantity  of  infor- 

mation he  has  obtained,  and  most  ably  classified  and  arranged,  renders  it  the  most 
important  production  in  its  department  that  has  issued  from  the  press.  The  amount 
of  advantages  which  it  is  fair  and  reasonable  to  expect,  will  result  from  this  work 

must' be  immense*,  involving  as  it  does  the  interests  of  individuals,  the  benefit  of  asso- 
ciations, and  the^lfare  of  the  world." — Derby  and  Chesterfield  Reporter, 

**  To  call  this  the  standard  History  of  China,  is  but  following  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Public  Press.  The  concluding  part  crowns  the  author  with  the  most  deserved 
and  distin&ruished  honour." — Bradford  Examiner. 

"  Mr.  Martin,  from  the  commencement  of  his  career,  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  most 
trustw  '^hy  writer  on  the  commercial  and  social  affairs  of  Great  Britain  and  its  colo- 

nics, a.  V  there  is  not  one  of  his  works  which  has  failed  to  call  forth  the  highest  praise 
from  the  biost  distinguished  statesmen  of  the  day.  We  are  satisfied  therefore,  that 
*  China'  which  is  now  before  us,  will  not  be  wanting  in  the  general  approbation  his  other 
literary  productions  have  met  with  ;  and  whether  we  give  most  attention  to  the  high 
moral  feeling  which  prevails  throughout,  or  the  careful  statistical  matter  with  which 
the  book  abounds,  his  present  complete  view  of  China  will  command  not  only  much 

interest,  but  great  respect  as  an  authority." — Carlisle  Patriot, 
"  The  matter  is  well  digested,  and  has  been  diligently  verified ;  the  arrangement 

excellent,  and  the  statistical  details  copious  and  important.  The  author's  name  must 
inspire  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  his  information." — Britannia* 

"  We  cordially  commend  this  work  to  public  patronage  ;  the  author  has  shown  him* 
self  completely  conversant  with  his  subject." — Edinburgh  Express, 
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PENINSULAR  AND  ORIENTAL 

STEAM  NAVIGATION  COMPANY 
Incorporated  bj  Rojal  Charter  in  1840. 

The  Lines  of  Steam  Commnnication  embraced  by   the   Company's 
operations  are  as  follows: — 

miA  AVD  GHZVA  (Oreiland  Route.) 
BOMBAY. 

Pksaengers  are  Conveyed  to  Bombay, 

(lit   CONJUNCTION   WITH   THE   HoN.  £.   I.   CoMPANy's   StEAMER FROM  Suez,) 

From  the  Southampton  Docka,  3rd  of  every  Month,  at  2,  p.m. 
Wlken  ike  3rd/alU  am  Sunday,  the  hour  qf  departure  is  9,  a.m. 

CEYLON,    MADRAS,  and  CALCUTTA. 

From  the  Southampton  Docks,  20th  of  every  Month,  at  2,  p.m. 

N.B. — FFken  ike  20ik/alle  on  Sunday,  ike  hour  of  departure  is  9,  a.m. 

PENANG,  SINGAPORJE.  and  HONG  KONG. 

From  the  Southampton  Docks,  20th  of  every  Month,  at  2,  p.m. 

N.B. — Wken  ike  20ik/aUs  on  Sunday,  ike  kour  qf  departure  is  9,  a.m. 

CONSTANTINOPLE,   SAMSOUN,   SINOPE,:and  TREBISOND, 
CASING  AT  GIBRALTAR  and  MALTA. 

From  the  Southampton  Docks,  3rd  of  every  Month,  at  2,  p.m. 

N.B. — Wken  ike  3rd  falls  on  Sunday,  ike  kour  qf  departure  is  9,  a.m. 

MALTA  AND  ALEXANDRIA. 
m 

From  the  Southampton  Docks,  3rd  and  20th  of  every  Month,  at  2,  p.m. 

N.B. — Wken  ike  above  dates  fall  on  Sundays  ike  kour  of  departure 
is  9,  a.m. 

CORUNNA,  VIGO,  OPORTO,  LISBON,  CADIZ,  and  GIBRALTAR. 

From  the  Southampton  Docks,  on  the  7th,  17th,  and  27th  of  every  Month. 

N,B. — Wken  ike  above  dates  fall  on  Sundays,  ike   Vessels  start  on  tke 
>    Monday.  « 

For  Plans  of  the  Vesseb  and  further  particulars,  and  to  engage  Berths, 

apply  at  the  Company's  Offices, 
No.  51,  St.  MARY  AXE,   LONDON, 

AND 

57,    HIGH     STREET,    SOUTHAMPTON. 
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