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T was in 1627 that the board of administration
78

%% at Batavia intended to make the next attempt, of

e which expedition one KAREL LIEVENSSOON was to

7%"‘ be the Commander, but for some reason or other

this plan had likewise to be given up. So it hap-

pened that it was not until 1640, in the reign of the

said Prince ABDULJALIL SJAH 1I, and whilst the Hon’ble

ANTONI VAN DIEMEN held the Governor-Generalship of

India, that this matter was taken up in good earnest, detailed
account of which we will give in the following chapter:—

Exact Account of the Siege and Conquest of the strvong
and famous Town of Malacca under the Adminis-
tration of the Hon'ble Antoni van Diemen,
Governor-General of India.

For several years Malacca and the trade of the Portuguese
with that place and in the southern part of India had been much
hindered and troubled by the navigation of our war-vessels. We
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shall see later that in 1640 and 1641, a squadron under the com-
mand of JacoB KOPER, together with some vessels of the
Johor Malays, blockaded the place so asto prevent it from
being properly supplied with the most urgently needed provi-
sions. That same year then, the Hon’ble ANTONI VAN DIEMEN,
jointly with the Hon’ble Council of India, resolved to attack by
main force, and, if possible, to take that strong and famous
town, which, next to Goa, was the most important town of Por-
tuguese India.

Their Honours intrusted the execution of this important
business to Sergeant-Major ADRIAAN ANTONISSOON, an old,
experienced and bold soldier. He left Batavia for Malacca in
May, 1640, with three well-manned vessels, with orders to take
over the command of the fleet from the Commander KOPER, to
blockade the town on the seaside as closely as possible, and
on the arrival of more troops from Batavia and of the auxiliary
troops from the Kings of Acheen and Johor, to land with all his
forces, and, according to circumstances, to try and take the
town either by arranging terms, by siege, or by storming it, as
he thought best.

In accordance with this plan, in the beginning of June, twelve
ships and six boats so rigorously blockaded the town on the
seaside, that its supply of victuals was almost entirely cut off,
and hardly any one could succeed in leaving or entering the
place; hence several vessels with provisions and one barge
with fresh supplies from Goa were also taken by our people.

Meanwhile the King of Acheen refused us his assistance ; but
our fleet was constantly relieved by ships and troops ( sailors
and soldiers). In short, when at the end of July, the King of
Johor's fleet of some 40 sail with a force of 1,400 or 1,500 men
had joined our troops, which were partly Dutch, partly German,
and of about the same strength, our Commander, on the 2nd of
August issued the order that the combined forces should land
at about one-third of a mile on the north side of the suburb of
Malacca.(*) No sooner were the troops landed than they ex-
pelled the enemy, several hundred strong, from the first
bastion and were so close at their heels, that they entered

(1) 7.e., Tranquerah.
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the suburb soon after them and drove them back within the
fortress.

Our troops then encamped in the conquered suburb, and
after having built two batteries there within a pistolshot of
the ramparts of the fortress, they battered them so fiercely
with sixteen 24-pounders, that finally, notwithstanding the
brave resistance of the enemy, several large breaches were
made. These breaches exposed the enemy to a great danger,
but they were able to meet it for a while by their extraordi-
nary courage. The siege of the river preventing us from
storming the town as yet, we could do nothing but blockade

- the town (within gunshot) from the seaside as closely as pos-
sible with our ships drawn up in half-moon form and
harass the enemy by an uninterrupted cannonade and a
constant throwing of bomb-shells, to which they did not fail
to reply bravely and patiently from their heavy guns. This
cannonade not only killed many people and wasted much
powder and lead, but proved plainly that this siege would
last a very long time, unless their Honours resolved to send a
larger fleet than they had yet done to besiege the town.
Though great scarcity of provisions prevailed in the town,
and the Johorians assisted us in many ways, as, for instance,
in supplying us with all sorts of materials, in building some
of our batteries and other works, in preventing the enemy’s
small crafts from entering or leaving the town, and in hinder-
ing them in a hundred other ways, still it would have been
impossible for us to take the town, if no other expedients had
been adopted.

The pride of the Governor of Malacca, MANUEL DE Souza
COUTINHO, and the stubbornness of the besieged Portuguese
contributed not a little to the long duration of this siege, for
several offers of a reasonable capitulation were rejected with
contempt. Add to this the self-willed conduct of our Com-
mander ADRIAAN ANTONISSOON and the fickleness of his
successor JACOB KOPER, and it is no wonder that five months
passed without the smallest improvement and with great
expenditure and loss on both sides. Many remarkable en-
counters by sea and land occurred during this space of time,
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in which our people generally carried the day; the enemy,
exasperated from want of provisions, used his utmost efforts
to bring them by water into the town, which our people tried
to prevent, and which caused bloody battles; also similar
attempts by land were made at the same time in a deter-
mined manner, but were everywhere repelled by our men
with the utmost courage.

The natural strength of the place itself, which was greatly
increased artificially, conduced to enable it to withstand so
many thousands of cannon-balls fired at it from our Artillery,
especially from the sixteen 24-pounders. Yet, by this in-
cessant battering not only were large breaches made in the
strong bastions ““Curassa” and ““St. Domingo,”(!)" but even
the dome of the “ Hospital des Pauvres” was levelled to the
ground, and the tower of the old fortress, the church, and
several large buildings were so badly damaged, that they
were hardly recognizable. The hard-pressed Portuguese on
the other hand did not fail to do us damage from their battery
of extraordinary heavy pieces on St. Paul’s Hill, so much so
that not one house in our quarters in the suburb remained
intact.

The protracted siege and the great want which followed,
not only in the distressed town, but also in our army, caused
a bad plague, with great mortality among the troops of both
parties ; more of the troops were destroyed by this disease
than by the hand of the enemy. Hence, notwithstanding the
many fresh supplies forwarded from Batavia with the neces-
sary provisions, our troops were quite unable to invest the
town on all sides in such a manner as to cut off all supplies
of victuals to the enemy. Some deserters also gave us a great
deal of trouble, as they informed the enemy of the bad condi-
tion of our army and so encouraged him not to yield for some
time longer, till, perchance, relief might come from Goa, or
we might at last raise the siege, to which suggestions they
gave so much credit, that they resolved to persevere to the

(1) This was at the N. W. corner of the fort facing what is now the New

Market. (See * Plan of Portguese Fortress in Malacca,” in vol. III of the

Commentaries of Albuquerque translated by Mr. bE Gray BircH for the
Hakluyt Society.)
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last, notwithstanding the wretched state in which they were.

This stubborn, nay savage resolution of the enemy, caused
the destruction in the month of December, 1640, and January,
1641, of a great number of people; besides which, many of
the besieged, emaciated with hunger and unable any longer
to resist, fled to our army. They informed us that there
were in the town not more than 200 Europeans and only 400
or 500 Eurasians, and that victuals were so scarce that a gan-
tang(*) of rice was sold for 10 rix dollars, and a pound of dried
cow’s or buffalo’s hide for 5 or 6 crusados,(?) and that it was
very hard to get them even at that price. This want compel-
led the enemy to expel most unmercifully from the place many
women and children and all useless mouths; famine was so
prevalent that a mother actually exhumed the body of her
own child and after having kept it for two days was driven
by the pangs of hunger to eat it, to the consternation of all
who heard of it.

Notwithstanding the wretched state of things in our camp,
our people, greatly encouraged by the consistent reports of
the extreme distress of the town, kept up their courage pretty
well, though we had not only lost a large number of common
soldiers, but also several brave men and chief officers of the
army. Among these last ones were the Commissioner (Komis-
sariss) JOHAN DE MEERE (who died on the 8th October), the
Commander ADRIAAN ANTONISSOON (in November), and his
successor JACOB KOPER (in the beginning of January, 1641),
and Captain PIETER VAN DEN BROEK (the same who, as Direct-
or of Suratte and as the founder of the trade with Persia and
the Red Sea, had retired to his native country with the rank
of Chief Admiral, but, not having come very well out of
these affairs, was sent here by his friend General VAN DIEMEN).
Most of these men died from lingering diseases, and from the
great hardships they had suffered here.

By this successive decease of our Commanders we soon
felt the want of proper men for Commanders of our troops,
and in the absence of more distinguished officers (the whole
of the Secret Council having died and a new one having been

(1) A gallon. R

(2) Marked with a cross on one face.
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appointed from among the officers of the army and the fleet)
Captain MIME WILLEMSSOON KAARTEKOE was approved as
the Hon'ble Company’s Commander of the land and naval
forces before Malacca (though I cannot understand why
others more suitable than Heer KAARTEKOE, as, for instance,
Heer LamoTius and Captain FORCENBURG were over-
looked). KAARTEKOE then, in conformity with the advice of
the Council (which, at that time, was composed of experienced
and valiant Captains and seamen) to prevent our army further
dwindling away from the ever-increasing pestilence, resolved
to storm the moribund town of Malacca (which now scarcely
offered any resistance) and to compel its inhabitants in this
manner to surrender. After having held a day of public
prayers, preparations were made for the storming of the town
on the morning of the 14th of January, and, by the grace of
God, that rich and important town was taken in the following
manner :—

At daybreak of the 14th January, Sergeant-Major JOANES
Lamortius formed three columns of all our healthy troops
(both soldiers and sailors), numbering about 650 men altoge-
ther, of which Captain LAURENS FORCENBURG commanded
the first column, Captain HURDT the second, and Captain
NicoLAAs JANSSOON HOUTKOOPER the third. These troops,
partly armed with muskets (the sailors carrying ladders),
marched towards the Bastion “St. Domingo” and shouting
the war cry “Ielp us God” they stormed that part of the
town with irresistible courage. For a time the enemy offered
a brave and unexpected resistance, but after a fierce hand to
hand fight we became masters of this point, drove the flying
enemy from there along the skirts of the town to the point
‘ Madre de Dios,” took that also alter a weak resistance, and so
successively the points “ Our Mille Virgines,” “St. Jago,”(1)
““Curassa "’ and the “ Hospital Bulwark.” Butat the ** Forti-
lessa Velha” our men met with such a brave resistance, that
they had to retreat with a loss of twenty men to the said Hos-
pital, where they were beyond the range of the enemy’s guns
of heavy calibre and from where we could sweep them with our

(1) This, from the plan, must have been near where the old gateway is,
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Artillery.

At that moment Commander KAARTEKOE having risen from
his sick-bed and making his appearance on the town ram-
parts, most inopportunely prevented, by his want of judg-
ment, the successful completion of the attack which our troops
had now entirely in their hands, for (most unwarrantably and
contrary to the custom of war) he entered into an agreement
with the Portuguese Governor and (at his request) some
priests, promising them and all the inhabitants of the town
(with the exception of the King’s soldiers) a free and safe
retreat. The enemy then having abandoned that strong
bulwark “Curassa’ and the old fortress, our troops marched
into those places and occupied them and all the other points.

The soldiers of the enemy were then immediately lodged
in our camp, and ours in the town, whilst the respectable
Portuguese inhabitants and their families were left peaceably
in their houses, but ordered to carry all the gold, silver, jewels
and money which they possessed to the Church of St. Paul.(?)
Such good order was maintained that nothing was heard of
murder, brutality or ravishing, though some of our soldiers
(after having endured so much want and misery) in their
first transport plundered some churches and brothels.

The Johor Malays, who had been ordered at daybreak to
raise a false alarm near the bulwark “St. Jago,” did not show
themselves till after sunrise, when most of the bulwarks had
already been taken by our soldiers; they then meant to get
into the town by the conquered breach, but Heer LAMOTIUS
wisely stopped them to prevent the further shedding of
Christian blood, especially by the Moors, who intended to
plunder and to destroy the whole town. Thus, not without
great loss of men and money to the Hon’ble Company, we at
last conquered that famous, strong and powerful mercantile
place of the Portuguese, the matchless Malacca, which they
had possessed 120 years. This being a strongly fortified and
large place, superior to any other place in the East (save
Goa), for its importance and many other advantages for
which reason it was of old selected as the seat of the Malay

(1) On the top of the hill,
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Kings, posterity may safely look upon this conquest as a
proof of the valour of the Batavians. The ramparts and
bastions were armed with 64 brass and 4 iron guns, 43 brass
swivel guns and 31 iron ones, and the place was well pro-
vided with the best war materials.

The great number of inhabitants, the long duration of the
siege and other unexpected misfortunes compelled the gal-
lant Portuguese (for nobody will say that they did not behave
gallantly during the whole siege), finally, when in want of every-
thing and when no rescue appeared, to surrender the town.
It had at that time several pretty broad and properly laid out
streets, a small hill in the middle with the Church of St. Paul
at its top and the beautiful Convent of the Order of Jesuits on
its slope, besides many other churches and convents and very -
fine lofty buildings and houses; and, having been built in an
exceedingly fertile tract of land, it was situated as advan-
tageously as possible for the trade in the southern part of
India.

But we must say that, if the Portuguese during this siege
suffered such great calamities, they deserved it as a righteous
punishment of God; for having led here for so many years
such an incredibly godless life, they really could not be
astonished at the terrible destruction of this town by war,
famine and pestilence (the three scourges of which God so
often makes use to punish similar places).

It is supposed that during the siege more than 7,000 per-
sons died in the town, but that, in order to escape famine
and pestilence, a much greater number fled from the town
and were scattered all over the neighbouring country;(!) for
of its population of more than 20,000 souls before the siege,
no more than 3,000 inhabitants were left.

We lost before' that place more than 1,500 Hollanders,
mostly, however, of contagious diseases.

The Portuguese Governor died of disease two days after
the surrender of the town, and was buried in the Church of

(1) This will probably account for signs of Portuguese type to be noticed
occasionally both amongst Malays and aborigines, and apparently Christian
legends found amongst the latter by Pére BorIk and referred to by him ina
paper in the Journal of the Anthropological Institute.
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St. Domingo(!) with much pomp and a guard of honour from
our troops after the manner of his country.

The Ovidér-General (Z.e., their Fiscal of India), the Jesuits,
the other priests and the principal citizens with their wives
and children, left Malacca a few days afterwards in a vessel
(which we lent them) for Negapatam; and since we did not
visit and search this ship most probably he (the Ovidér-Gene-
ral) carried away a treasure of money of at least several hun-
dred thousands of rix dollars, besides what the others took with
them.

Louis MATHIAS DE SousA CHYSORRO, the Commander of
the troops, and the other officers and soldiers of the King of
Spain were sent to Batavia, together with some priests and
citizens. A few married Portuguese and the Eurasians with
their families were left, so that the town might not be depopu-
lated after its surrender, and so that we might be in a position
to open it up again in time, as we afterwards did.

On the 1st of February, 1641 (z.e., 17 days after the con-
quest of the town), Heer JoHAN VAN TwiST, Extraordinary
Member of the Council of India, and the Commissioner Heer
JUSTUS SCHOUTEN, arrived in the ruined town.

The former (first Dutch Governor of Malacca), after having
inspected the whole town and its surrounding territory, made
the necessary arrangements for the right administration of
this conquered country, altering many things that had been
badly and rashly managed through the ignorance of Command-
er KAARTEKOE, who, soon afterwards, returned to Batavia
together with the superfluous officers and troops to bring to
their Honours in person the news of the conquest of this town.
This account of the siege and conquest of Malacca in all its
details may merit so much more credit, from the fact that it
is taken from a report dated 26th October, 1641, drawn up
in Malacca by the Commissioner SCHOUTEN in person, and
forwarded to their Honours at Batavia, though I doubt very
much if that report can be found among the official records,
either at Batavia or at Malacca, since many old papers (espe-
cially at Batavia) have been lost by the length of time and

(1) Behind the bastion of that name,
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through accidents, and that at present but very few records,
reaching beyond 1650, are still to be found.

One of the first matters taken in hand by Heer vAN TwisT
was the constitution of a Board of Town Magistrates.
The Factor and Fiscal, GERARD HERBERTS, arrived here
with his family per the storeship Gragt on the 15th of
May. According to letters from their Honours at Batavia
there arrived at that place from Malacca on 11th December,
1640, the ship Rynsburg,; on 16th January, 1641, the ship
Langerak ; on 24th January, the Kleine Zon with the news
of the conquest of Malacca; on 1oth February, the ships
Goes and the Taljoot de Fager and the Quelpart and the
Brak; on 13th February, the Egmond ; on 18th February, the
ship Klein Zutphen; and on 3rd April the Wassenaar
with the late Commander MIME WILLEMSSOON KAARTEKOE.

Their Honours received with these ships all the papers
treating at large the matters of Malacca.

Several necessaries, to the amount of 3,801 rix dollars,
had been forwarded per the said storeship Gragé and per
some other ships, whilst different sorts of calicos to an amount
of rupees 31,341 had been sent with the Factors JAN DIRKS-
SOON PuvT and JoRIS VERMEEREN for the tin trade at Perak,
Kedah, Ujong Salang(*) and Bangeri, besides 1,000 rix dollars
in specie. 31,341 guilders were also sent for the use of the
above-named places, with orders that as much tin as could be
got was to be sent to Batavia for the trade with Suratte and
Persia.

Their Honours sanctioned all that had been done by the
Governor and the Council and ordered them to continue to
govern in the same way and to levy no other taxes, duties or
money than those that existed under the Portuguese rule, so
as to prevent further trouble, but, at the same time, to take
full revenue which the King of Spain had enjoyed and not to
surrender anything that they were properly entitled to.

On the 22nd May Heer GERARD HERBERTS, the new Fiscal
(Attorney-General), examined and sentenced for the first time
several criminal prisoners, whilst the first repairs of the

(1) Now known as ‘ Junk Ceylon.’







































