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during most of my professional life, I had been dealing with a medium more
demanding of diverse skills and intellect than either I or my contemporaries
fully appreciated. Traditionally, most practitioners with whom I worked
and talked produced their art viscerally. Few ever had the time or the inclina-
tion to diagnose the form itself. In the main they were content to concentrate
on the development of their draftsmanship and their perception of the audi-
ence and the demands of the marketplace.

As I began to dismantle the complex components, addressed the elements
hitherto regarded as ‘instinctive’ and tried to examine the parameters of this
art form, I found that I was involved with an ‘art of communication’ more
than simply an application of art.

It is always difficult to allocate fairly credit for the assistance one gets in a
work of this kind because much of it comes indirectly. To Tom Inge, who
encouraged the idea of this effort at the inception and Catherine Yronwode,
who contributed generous and thoughtful editorial support, my gratitude. To
the hundreds of students I have had the pleasure of working with during my
15 years at The School Of Visual Arts, my appreciation. It was in the pro-
cess of trying to serve their eager interest and learning demands that I was
able to develop the structure of this book.
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FORWARD

This work is intended to consider and examine the unique aesthetics of
Sequential Art as a means of creative expression, a distinct discipline, an art
and literary form that deals with the arrangement of pictures or images and
words to narrate a story or dramatize an idea. It is studied here within the
framework of its application to comic books and comic strips, where it is
universally employed.

This ancient form of art, or method of expression, has found its way to the
“widely read comic strips and books which have established an undeniable
position in the popular culture of this century. It is interesting to note that Se-
quential Art has only recently emerged as a discernible discipline alongside
film making, to which it is truly a forerunner.

For reasons having much to do with usage and subject matter Sequential
Art has been generally ignored as a form worthy of scholarly discussion.
While each of the major integral elements, such as design, drawing, caricature
and writing, have separately found academic consideration, this unique com-
bination has received a very minor place (if any) in either the literary or art
curriculum. I believe that the reason for this sits as much on the shoulders of
the practitioner as the critic.

Certainly, thoughtful pedagogical concern would provide a better climate
for the production of more worthy subject content and the expansion of the
medium as a whole. But unless comics address subjects of greater moment
how can they hope for serious intellectual review? Great artwork alone is not
enough.

The premise of this book is that the special nature of Sequential Art is
deserving of serious consideration by both critic and practitioner. The modern
acceleration of graphic technology and the emergence of an era greatly depen-
dent on visual communication makes this inevitable.

This work was originally written as a series of essays that appeared ran-
domly in The Spirit magazine. They were an outgrowth of my teaching a
course in Sequential Art at the School of Visual Arts in New York City.
Organizing the syllabus for this course brought into sharp focus the fact that
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